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Practically applied to our Faformation 


and Reformation. 
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By that faithfull and painefull Preacher of ip 
Word, Willian Whately late Paſtour of Banbury. 
k: CH$I$TCEICSSESTESSSSCECTTETESTEEESS 
ki  Togetherwith Mr, WrnarteiY®s Life and Death. 


;2 Publiſhed by M*. Edward Leighand M*, Henry Scudder, who were De 
by the eAuthenr topernſe his mannſcripts,and printed by hu owne Coppy, 


Vivuitur E xemplis. 
Pr ecepta ducunt, Exempla trahugt. 


$p)r 
| oy” 
oa 


7 


US 


i 


a 


1 Cor. Is TI. 
Be yee followers of me,even as I alſo am of Chri fp. 


Exo D..21. 
Thou ſhalt not follow a multitude te doe evil, 


1 Cor. II. 
Now all theſe things happened unto them for E DOR And 
they are writtes for 0ur admonition. 
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TO THE RIGHT 


FF VLE 


WORSHI 


THE MAIOR, THE 


VV ORSHIFFVEL Fre 


ALDERMEN AND BVRGESSES, 
AND THE. REST OF THE INH A- 


BITANTSOF THE TOWNE 
AND PARISHOF BANBURY, 


Right Worſhipfull,&c. 
NE —_ IS I could not but con- 


hl oratulate my owne and 
» your happineſie in the 
1. 1njoyment of your wor- 


chy Paſtours labours, 
ſo both | and many 0- 
ther Chriſtians do now 
condole your miſery in 


the loſſe of the good 


Authour, The greater your happineſſe was, 
the greater now is your miſery,and | feare many 


: As : of! 


ea. end 
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fyouprized not che bleſſing ſo much as you 
ſhould have done, and thacyou knew not the} 
oreatneſle of the benefirſo well by the fruition 
as now by the want of it. At Banbury even a- 
mongſt you was your Paſtour borne and bred, 
and chere he lived and died. Miniſters are cal- 
ll led Incumbents, ſo was he being diligently re- 
= .| ſident in his place, they are ſtiled Lights,ſo was 
| he, like a candle orlampe which ſpent himſelte 
cogivelighttoothers, He ſpent his means and 
ſtrength amongſt you,andas himlſelfe in his fick- 
[neſſe ſaid, He ſought not yours but you. Ofall the | 
Miniſters thatever I knew ſo experimentally,he |. 
was the moſt unblameable 1a his converſation, 
[ had the happineſle tolive almoſta yeare with 
himin his houſe, neare foure yeares under his 
Miniſtry, and to be eſteemed by him one of his 
faithfulleft friends, I have cauſe to blefſle GOD 
| for himwhilſt] live, fince1cpleaſed him by his 
'meanes, not onely to reveale many ſaving 
cructhes unto mee, butalſo to ſet them on with 
ſuch power, as hope ſhall never forget them, 
Oh, with what life and zeale would hee both 
preach and pray ! andhow ſtrict and watchfull 
was hee in his whole life! being (asevery good 
Miniſter ſhould be) Blameleſſe, Sober, Fuſt, Holy, 
7.7m-3-2- \ Temperate, of good Behaviour, given to Hoſpitality, 
| *vey-be. | apt to teach, a lover of good things and good men, Hee 
_ - ſtuatedto approve bimſelfe unto GOD, a workeman 

52.15) that needed not to be aſhamed rightly dividing the word 
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"The Epiſtle Dolly, | | 


| 


of Truth. He propounded co youthe Examples = Ti 
ofholy Writ, and was himſclfe whilſt he lived,| 76:27. | 
an Example and Patterne ofall good works, If rao fingular 


chat ſaying therefore of eAnflins be true, Jo ma- nar coals | 
| : | | _ | ple. 

ny 48 a man ſhall edifie by a good Example, for ſo many | : t: ay 
he ſhall receive a reward of a bleſied life, than ſurely DR. 
[he hath now received a full reward for all the | Pople- tl 


good heedid by his holy life, unto thoſe with 2It1s lating 
| Sms nd may doc 
whom he converſed. Ina word, hee was a moſt | good for a 


pious and accompliſht Divine tor his miniſter1- | 8 = 
all parts and paines (as one ofhis neare Friends| }P:35-5 
faid truely) hee might ſooner bee cnvied than | Heme, 
matcht andequalled;being in this like Sau, high- 
er than his brethren by the head. He was well © 
skilled in both the Originall tongues, being able| "14 

| torender the Text outof his Hebrew Bible, or| © 
Greeke Teflament to another in our mother} 
| tongue, as familiarly almoſt, as if it had bin En- 
liſh, Forthe Arts, he was a good Logician, as 
| hisexact Analyſis of the ten ( ommandements (hew- 
eth, a good Philoſopher,as his Sermons in manu- 
ſcript on the 104. Pſalme doe witneſle, a good 
occperanry or Oratour,as his printed Treatiſes a- 
boundantly teſtifie, Heehad words atwill and 
could readily and aptly expreſle himſelfe 1n his | 
Sermons, which gift ofElocution 1s requiſite if 
notneceſlary for a compleate Divine. 

He had by long * Experience gotten theartof 
preaching, and he wrote a tra& concerning that 
ſubject; hee had art excellent faculty in cha- 
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racterizing or ficly deſcribinga vertue or vice, 
or any other thing, and though he had no com-| 
mon-place-booke of his own, yet he could treat: 
ofany ſubject. 1 might alſoexcoll his other 1n-' 

dowments, and without danger of exceeding| 
magnifie him for his ſtrong naturall parts, his 
ſolid judgement and tenacious memorie, and; 

commend ſome vertues wherein hee excelled 

to your imitation, as his Humility, Merci- 
fullneſle, Beneficence, Laboriouſnefle and D1-| 
op lizence *in his Calling, and chenalloſhew how | 
preaching | comfortably he died, being full of heavenly ſpee-' 
pg mA ches and godly Exhortations, | 
Zudger, boh! Therefore | paſſe from himſelfe to this Opus 


the Somrels, 


the r Kingr poſthumum, this firſt worke of his which ſince 


ortherabout, [15 death came to light, viz, Sermons on all the! 
- W rs; Examples or Hiſtoricall part of Geneſis, which | 
G:9:12:r, Booke containeth a briefe and ſhort Story of the 
principles | C1Ngs done from the beginning of the worldto| 
of Religion the death of Foſeph, forthe ſpace as 1t 1s thought 
EY 'by fome of 2309. yeares, by Doctor }illet of 
2358, yeares. Examples are not unficly compa- 
red unto looking-Glafles, wherein one may, 
behold as well what to eſchew, as what to fol- 
| low: So you ſhould follow the Faith of Abra-| 
ham and Obedience of Iſaack, but ſhun their ly- 
ing and diſſembling. follow Noah and Lot in 
their R:ghteouſneſie and Zeale, but ſhunne their | 
drunkenneſſe and inceſt. 


And becauſe an Example ofa Perſon living a- | 
a monglt 


| 


{ 


 [him, as hee was of CHRIST, in the Gra- 


ces before mentioned and all holy converſa-| 
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[mougft you may bee more prevalent with 
[ſome (then the Examples of others though 


— Theo Epiſtle Dedicatory. : 


OE rn 


hn 


ſingularly holy whoſe vertues they onely read 
of (as a Sermon delivered, Uiva voce, doth 
more affe& then the ſame reade out of a 
Booke ) Sowalke therefore as you had him| 
for an Example, and bee you followers off 


tion, Remember him who had the rale over you, 
who hath fpoken unto you the Word of G O D, 
whoſe Faith follow and Charitie too; for Ma- 
ter Whuely was the moſt bountifull Mini- 
ſter to the poore 1 thinke in England of his 
meanes, your Conſciences will witnefle char 
hee hath often preſſed and urged this Dutie 
upon you, and as hee was earneſt 1n per-| 
{wading his Hearers to beneficence, ſo hee: 
practiſed the ſame Himſelfe, entertaining 
ſome poore widdowes or neceſſitous Perſons 
weekely at the leaſt at his Table, and gi- 
ving the tenth of all his Eſtate that way, 
and ſee how GOD bleffed him for the 
ſame, his Eſtate '( as himſelfe told mee) 
proſpered the better after hee tooke that 
courſe, and in his ſickeneſſe hee comforted 
himſelfe with that Promiſe , P/alme 41. 1, 
3: Bleſſed it hee that conſidereth the poore, the | 


LORD will deliver bim_ in time of trouble. 


The LORD will ftrengthen him upon the bed of 


em. 


[id 


Heb,I 3.7. 


languiſh- 


| Ou—— D__ 


The Epiſile Dedicatory, | 


j 


\ 
| languiſhing. O follow him therefore who by 
Faith and Patience inherits the Promiles, let 
his good;:Example and wholeſome 'Inſtructi- 
ons' provoke you to all holinefle, that you all- 
ſo may partake with him in that happineſle of 
which heeis now fully poſleſled, 


Your true 


Chriſtian Friend, 


365 Edward Leigh. | 


' 


_—_ 


: : ” Qg —= 


: vath gathered this whea:e imo bis garner, and he now veſts from 


is tte. 1s. Wa £.4 _ > ” - nw 5 = ” mt 2m Foe, 


the thc mm 


_——_— - 


k 


4 


<O/ ) \* 


__ 
mi 
\ ) F as 
». ” P 
S — 
C) - ( 
Fd \ P be - —_—_, \ 
o a - ) _ Lv. / =. ir. k Py 
n& DP, _ ot b, CA { Y | ( Y p 4 " 
AY w . poR ( p - P) f ” A C | f 
4 } R 4 . D s | . \ . . ) Z 
. : J 2 4 A - f 
— . \ \ | ——4, þY } 
i > U | xD d [ ct 
YL 


Va) a - | \, 4 4 "FQ4 44S 2 it Ve, 
S FaY "[A2Þ Y; ORC | 2% [{.- #, 
CovD9 | Fe) & Wo 3 


> Yar © 


HP READER, 
| (<= AY, E = Er Mia the number leſſe number of Bookes wher- | 


3: » : A TO arc u eftll and profitable, A4s therefor 


things as are wortby to be Þts bliſhed: Since (as one ſaith) Hee. 
that ſpeaketh profitcth for an houre, but be that writerh profireth 
for ever, This ſubje&l thus bandled by this worthy deceaſed Au- 
ſamples of Scripture in ſuch adoftrinall and pratticall way both, It 


\inregard of the explaining of dirvers ſtories ; profitable in reſpett of 


— 


ner) large and licoely therein. Had it pleaſed God to hae con- 
\rinued him in life, untill hee had finiſh:d all the Examples of either 
Teſtament, ſuch aworke from ſo able a Divine would haye beene_ 
'of fingular uſe. But he wasFrumentum Dei, as Ignatius ſaid, 
| by Mortification and Selfe-denyall, Hee was made cleane bread 
for Chriſt who wasthebread of life for him ; God there fore 


this and all other labours, We thinke fitting alſo to give others to 
underiiand, which be M. Wheatelyes owne workes done by him- 
(096, ana ſuch as they may account genuine, viz. thoſe onely 


| ſeemed to me in the preaching both pleaſant and profitable; pleaſant 


the particular application of all, Hze being (according to his man- | 
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ages With in this ſcribling age the preſſes are op 
| eG A\DEs preſſed, there is ſcarcity enough of ſuch a5} 


the Ars of Pr inting Was 4 happy invention; hs 


_4 6 AO C . for the propagating of learning, 0 ſurely. 
Wee are beholding to thoſe who write ſuch| 


thotr is an unbeatentraft, few (if any) baving gone orver the Ex-| 
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| To the Chriſtian Reader. | 
| \hich come forth either in our names, viz, EDwarD LE1GH, 

Hengy -SCuDpper, or withan Epiſtle at leaſt from one of us. 

You may ob{errve inthe beginning of this Treatiſe, what was M, 

Wheatlies conſtant merhodin handling che Examples, Ineach per-| | 
[on hee confidered three things, His Birth, Life and Death. 
In his Life he obſerved bis carriage and behaviour in reſþef both 
of the deeds bee did, good, bad, indifferent and doubrfuil, and | 
the things whichbefell bm, either proſperouſly or adeverſly, in bene= 
firs or affliftions. This ſhall ſuffice in briefe to promuſe concerning 
this Worke, and jo wiſhing thee much benefit by the ſame, 1} 
ret | 
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LIFE AND DEATH OF 
_ Miniſter: of the VVord-atBanbury in the: -:. 
| Finns; County of Oxford,writreri by Henry $ cndder Mini- qe. 
g . © - Fer-of the Word'at-Collitipborne/duots, 

EEE 7 +> 5 iin- the! County Of uf; : <5: HL. 1416S 
3 CVE EEG en ut: Sy ER 45-55 42 og £0 
T hath beetie a commendable uſe. in the 
: ChurchofGodfromthe Pricaitive unes = 
downetous; thatthclivesof ſomeor 1-1 
. -other (eſpecially of the. more famous 
| Miniſters and : lights therein) have 
SS (9 Fax  beene written. by-nienwho--beſt knew, = 
JP, ESL and had learned! whar their lives and WY 
converſation was. .: Thisthey did not 6nely.ro-vindicatetheir 122 
namesfrom the.ſlanders.ofthe wicked, whowill ſpeake. evill| 
ofallthatoppoſetheir cvill wayes, and alſo that the dead| 
might bee duely honoured bur chiefly. that the living by 
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their good Examples might glorific God for them and be. 
c | This writingandprimingthelivesof worthy men, is like 
[the engravings with the. point of a diamond, railing up for 
them aneverlaſting monument, upan which thelight of heir 
; Fai:h and good workes is: made to ſhine before men, that 
: | ſeeing their Faith 'and Holineſle they may: follow: than; 
; and may alſo praiſe God far his graces in them, and. for the 

good which liath bin done by them;and ſo glocifie their Father 
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= | : The Life and Death of M. VV hate ly, | 
; I havebeenc earneſtly intreatedto write tho Life and Death: 
| of M. William Whately, late Paſtour ofthe Church of Banbury, 
[1 wasmad2choice of the rather, becauſe of that intimat<- | 
| | {neſleof Friendſhip which was betwecene. us, and becauſe of 
| our long acquaintance, being of the ſame time in«the fa- 
mous Vniverſity of Cambridge and of the ſame Colledge and 
Chamber and havingthe ſame Tutor ; and afterward when 
wee were both placedin the Miniſtcry wee lived ſomctime 
[together in one houſe,and agreat while ncare ane another, 
Sy murizzeot' an wn ercalſoncarly allyed pa: | 
| 1 know none that had like meanes to know him more 
thoroughly then |. 1 haverherefore nat uawillingly ſer pen 
to paper, and doe herein all plainenefle and ſobriety oftruch 
reck-n up and report his lifeand death ina ſhort ſumme, that 
tholewh »will mayread and make thcir uſe of it, For in 
many things hee may bee a lively patterne to us his Brethe-: 
ren inthe Miniſtery of the Goſpell of Chriſt; andthel.ke 
in many things torthe imitation of alichac defire to live godly 
inChriſt eſus. 2 
This M Wiliam Whately was borne at Banbury a burrough 
Town, very well known in Oxford/bierew, : - 
MiThen and His Parentswere both of them forward profefſours of the 
| aheicy. * Goſpeli of Chriſt, and ofthe power of Godlinefle and K eli. | 
ion, according as it is now mainetained in the C}:urch of | - 
Englard, T hey were both ofchiefc note and place in the 
Towne, his Father being oft Major, anda long time a ſtan- 
ding luſtice of Peace in that Burrough, His Mother was a 
rare woman for naturall parts z but chiefly for Piety, Dili- 
gencein her Calling. Frupalicy and Mercifullndle ro the 
/poore. Shewas a right Los or Ewnice in breeding up this 
her Son (as ſhee did herother Children) inthe Knowledge of 
_ {theholy Scriptures froma child. 
His Parentstrained him up ia his yonger daies to learning, | 
feng himto the beſt Schooles that werein thoſe parts, where | 
be profitedin learning (asalſo hee did in the Vv;verſitie) a-| 
bovemoſt of his equalls in yeares. This hee did by realon of | 


_ Excellency of the naturall parts which God had yiven | 
RT © 
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| The Lifeand Deathof M.Wohately, 


him, namely, a quicke apprehenſion,a clearc judgement and a 3 


|moſthappy memory: | 
| His ripeneſſe in Grammer learning in Latine, Grecke and: 


Hebrew was ſo carcly that about the fourteenth yeare of 


bis age> he wasſent to Chriſts Colledge in Cambridge ; where | 


Pictic, Learning, Diligence in reading unto, and in a moſt 
[lovingand wiſe care ofgovyerning and godly inſtruRing of his | 
| pupils. 
y Fo the Vniverſity he was an hard Studentand quickely be- 
camea goodLogician and Philoſopher, a ſtrong diſpurant, 
andan excellent Orator. Hedelighted much inthe ſtudy of 
Poetry and the Mathcmatiks. 
Hee was aconſtant hearerofM. Door Chaderron and of 
Mr.Perkins who at that time were famous Preachers in Cam- 
bridge, Anditwas our Tuxorsmannerto cauſcall his Pupills 
| 


| 
j 
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!to come to Prayers into his Chamber every evening, and hee 
called all the under graduates ro give account of what they 
had heard upon the Lords day, and when any of us were at 
a ſtand an:d noy-plus, hee would ſay Whately, whar ſay you > 
then hee would ſcldome faile, bur repeate as readily, as if he | 
had preached the Sermon himſelf.By this he did win ourTutors | 
love,and our wonder athim;but(ſuch was ourpride)hegained | 
our envy of him 

| His Father (whether becauſe hewas not reſolved whar cal- 
lingto breed him to, or tor what other cauſe I know not) } 
afterthat hee had with creditproceededBachelourof Arts, hee 
took him home,where he abode ſome goodtime,yetapplying 
himſelfcunto his ſtudies. 

| While hee remained athome with his Father hee married 
the Daughter ofone Maſter George Hunt, the ſonne of that | 
[tryed andprepared Martyr Joby Huntmentionedinthe Book 
|of Martyrs, who was condemned to be burnt for Religion, 
but wasfaved from the execution thereof by the death of 
| Queene Mary, "This Maſter George Huntwas bred up in the 
{ Famous free Schoole of the Marchant-Taylers in London, 


and afterward by the incouragementof Maſter D.Hwnfry (by 
2 2 occaſion 


"—_ 
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God provided him and me a * Tutor, one of athouſand for | *MTbomas Pot 
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' wascalled unto, and mainetained inthat worthy Foundation 


- quicke underſtanding, of a cleare and deepe Judge. | 


occaſion of aviſit ofthat Schoole) and by the furtherance of 
M George and Mri obs Kingſmzlls, and by the exhibitions of 
Biſhop Pikinzon (all which for their honour ſake | name) he 


otgoodLearning, Magdalen Colledgein Oxford, till hee was 
Fcllow of that Houſe, where hee continued till hee had borne 
the officesot Deane of Arts and Deane of Divinity. After- 
wards by the meanes of thoſe worthy Maſter Kmgſmells, hee | 
| waspreferred tothe Church of Collingborn-ducis in the Coun- 
ty of Wilſ. whercfor the ſpace of fifty and one yeares andfive 
moneths he lived a ſound and conſtant Preacher ofthe Word, | 
and was ofan unblameable and holy life, even untill the oyle 
of his radicall moyſture was ſpent, and the candle of his life 
of ir ſelfe went our, ina full and goodold-age,aftera long and 
[joyous expeRtatrion, and longing for his bleſſed change, 
which was inthe eighty and thirdgeare andfitt monerh of his 
e. [ 
This Maſter George Hunt ( after that by importunity hee 
had got this his ſonne in law to maketryall of hisability to 
preach) he overperſwaded him to intend the miniſtery. And 
thereupon he entred himſelfe into Edmund Hal in the famous 
'Vniverſity of Oxford, and rooke his Degree of Maſter of 
Arts, | b: 
| Notlongafterheeentred into the Miniſtery, and hee was 
preſently called to bea Leurer at Banbury which he cemmen=- 
.dably performed above the ſpace of foure yeares, andthen was | 
calledrobe Vicarofthe ſame Church, which office hee faiths | 
fully diſcharged neare thirty years,till he died. 
| Theablilities wherewith God had i1ndued him for his work 
of the Miniſtery were more then ordinary, For hee was of a 


| 


( 


) 


ment, ofa moſt irme memory, and of alively ſpirit. Hee 


was naturally eloquent, amaſterof his words, having words 
| atwill, Hee hada moſtablebody and ſound lunges, and ill 
| ſomeyeares before his dearh, he had a moſt ſtrong and au- 
| diblevoice Andaccordingas his matterinhand, and hisau- 
 ditory needed, he was both a terrible Boawerges, a ſonne of 


| Thunder j 
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[Thunder, and alſo a Barnabas, aſonne of ſweet conſolation, 
And which wasthe crowne of all, God gave him an hearr to 
ſeek him and roaime atthe ſaving ofthe ſoules of alithat heard 
him. His ſpeech andpreaching was not with entiſing words 
 ofmanswiſedome, butin demonſtration of rhe ſpirir and of 
power, He wasan A4pollosnot onely eloquent, bur withall 
mighty inthe Scriptures, Helikeſome ofthe Ancient Fathers 
was as occalionsfell out ſometimes an every dayes Preacher. 
He preached ordinarily in his owne Churchtwiſe each Lords-: 
' Day, and catechized for above halfe an houre before cvening 
' Prayer, examiningand inflruQingrhe youth,and once aweeke! 
he preached the ordinary Lecture. 
| Heewas much againitall ſuch preaching as was light, vaine, 
( ſcenicall, impertinent,raw and indigeſted. 

| Hispreaching was plaine, bur as much according to the| 
Scriptureandalſoto the rules of Art, and ofrightReaſon, as 
any thatever i heardorhave heard of, In conference he hath 
| told me what hecaimed at, and whatulſe hemade ofthe Arts, 
and what rules hee ſer ro himſclfe in the ſtudying of his Ser- 
mons, which was as followeth, 

| That he mightbetter underſtand his Text, hee made uſe of | 
his Grammer learning in Greeke and Hebrew, in which 
| tongues the Scripture 1s written, . Allohee would uſe thehelpe 
of Rheroricketo dilcovertohim what formesof ſpeech in his 
, Text was to be taken in their primary and proper ſigaification, i 
and what was elegantly cloathed and wrapped up intropes and| 
figures that hee mightunfold them, and ſee their naked mea- 
| ning: Then wellweighing and conſidering the context, hee 
would by the helpe of Logicke finde out the ſcope of the Holy | 
' Ghoſt in that Scripture, Hee would endeavour when he be-! 
gan to enter upon the preaching of any Chapter, to 4ua-| 
iſe and take the Chapter into itsſeverall branches and parts. 
| Then he would it it werea dodtrinall Text, note the Dodrine 
asit lay in the Text and ſo proſecuteit. Orif the Text con- 
| liſted ofilluſtrations or circumſtances of ſome principall trurh 
thereproſecuted; heewouldthen gather from ſome notable 


partor branch ofhis Text, an apt Nodrine, or Divine Truth 
[- a 3 which | 
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| 


| 


| 


| 


j 


'the moſtpartina concealed way,withour all affe&ation. And | 

ſometimes he would thew the effeuall meancs of attainingof 

the Grace and powerto performethe duty to which he exhor- | 
ted. And {ometimes likewiſc he would ſhew the remedyes a- 

_ ,gain{tſuchor ſucha vicefrom which hediſſwaded,as may bee 
ſcene by his Sermons already extane. Alſo when hee thought 
it was needefullto diſcuſſe and handle any common place or 

| head of Divinity, heewould doe it yery judiciouſly, fully and 
| moſt proficably. 


| 


| 


i 
| 


the iextſhould bethe argumentor middle terme,wherby in a 
ſimple Sillogiſme, he could conclude his Do&rine.Next,hee | 


Fewerormore as hee thought beſt, which done, becauſe 0- 
cher arguments according to Scripture and right Reaſon are 
forcible to convince and confirme reaſonable menin any truth, 
hee would find out Reaſons of his Doctrine, but he aimed that 
they ſhould bee ſtrong 
which hee mightlikewiſe Sillogiſtially conclude his ſaid Do- 
'Arine. 

| Then according to the nature of the DoQrine,andthe need 
and aptneſle ofhis Auditory ; hee would as from an infall! 
ble conſequent ofhis Dodrine by way of Application, con- 
'firme ſome profitable Truth, which yetby ſome might happily 
bec queſtioned, or elſe convince men of ſome crrour, or 
reproove ſome vice, or exhortro ſome Dutie,or reſolv: ſome 
doubt, or caſe of conſcience, or comfort fuch as needed Con- 
ſolation, In all which fortsof Applications hee did make uſe 
of more or fewer ofthem as there might bee cauſe, and hee. 
would beecarefull that his Do&rine ſhould beethe Argument 
or middle terme whereby hee might fillogiſtically conclude 
the maine Propoſition of any of his ſaid uſes: And if the re. 
proofe or exhortation did need preſſing home upon the con- 
ſcience, then hee would ftudy to enlarge his Speech, ſhewing 
motives toinduceto ſuch a duty ; and alliſo diflwafives from 
ſuch a vice, taking his 2 rguments from dutiero God, decen-| 
cy or ſhamefullneſle, pleaſureor paine, gaine orloſfle, 
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which ſhould ſo immediately follow,taar theTruth obſervedin 


would ſeeke forapt proofes out of Scripture to confirme it, 


Arguments, or middle termes by 


| 


And here again he would uſethe help of Rherorick, bur all for 


| 
| 


Though | 


——_— 


— 
Ca  . —— 


> 


1 = The Life and Death of M.Whacely, 


Though hee had butan ordinary ſtudy of books for ſuch 
anaccompliſht Divine, yet heewas one who had read very 
much. For hee would read moſt ſwiftly, yer not-carſorily;] 


for he could give an account oftheſubſtanceand moſtremark- 


able particulars of what hee had ſo read. ' - 7 I 
Hee had allfo allwayes when hee pleaſed the benefit of a 
Booke-ſcllers ſhop, which cauſed him to forbeare to buy ma- 
ny Bookes, ; 
Though hee preached fo often, yet what hee preached 
was before well ſtudied and premeditated, Hee uſually 
| did pen his Sermons atlarge; andifbeforche preached, hee) 
|hadbutſomuch time as to read over what he had written, and 
[to gather it up into ſhort heades, hee was able if lies 
thought it fitco deliver ir in publike well neare in the ſame 
words, __ ER 
Itpleaſed Godtopur aſcaleto his Miniſtery inthe convyer- 
ſion, confirmingand building up ofmany thouſand ſoules by | 
his meanes inthe whole courſe of his Miniſtery, 3 
. Hee wasa moſt diligent viſitor of the ſick people that were 
under his charge withoutreſpeR of Perſons, after tharit came 
to his knowledge that they were ſicke. dS n 
He wasa ready Peace-maker amongſt his flocke thatſhould 

happen to bear variance, | ol 
He abounded in works of Mercic, hee was atrucly liberall 
[man, one that ſtudycd liberall things; for hee would ſeeke 
| outr> finde objedts of his mercy, rather then to ſtay till they 
were offered. Heedid ſet apart andexpended for rhe ſpace 
|ofmany yearcsfor good uſes the tenth part of his yearly com: | 
mings in, bothourof his temporall and eccleſiaſticall meanes 
of maintenance, = 


i 


— 
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[and Fullneſſe of Confeſlions, Petitions, Supplications, In- | 
|terceſſions and Prayſes, as allſo for readineſle and copiouſ- 
(ncſſeofapt words, together with Fervency of Spirir to poure 
{them out unto God inthe name of Chriſt in the behalfe of 
"ogg » and of all thoſe who in Prayer joyned with | 
im, | we N 


. 
_- 
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| Heehad an heavenly gift in Prayer, both for aprneſle | 
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| 
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| Hehadthisſwgularabilitic that inhisPrayer after Sermon, | 
he could colleRintoaſhort Sumall which hee had delivered 
to his Hearers and make it the matter of his Prayer toi 
God, tothe endthey might be inwardly taught of God, and. 
become Belceversand doers of what was taughrrhem. 
| Likewiſewhen hee hadread a Pſalmeor Chapter in his Fa- 
mily, hee wasſo wellſecne in the Text, and ot ſo good a 
Judgement, and of fo choice a memory that though the; 
Chapter was part of the Ceremoniall Law, orinthe bookes of 
| Numbers, Chronicles, and hardeſt Prophecies, he in his Pray: | 
er would diſcover the ſcope and meaning and chiefe notes; 
of Obſervation , and their uſe, in ſuch ſort, that oft-times | 
when have heard him, Ihave much longed thar [ could 
callchem all to minde; For I found the marter of his Pray- 
er to be abetter Commentary of that Chapter, with apt ob- 
ſcrvations and applications for uſe, then 1 could finde! 


\in any Authour that 1 hadread, who had yvritten there-' 


«Sus 
Pis manner was daily Morning and Eveningrtocall his Fa- 


| 


f 


| 


| 


fo conſtantly alone by Eimſclfe, | 


| 


milyrogether, andtoreade a Pſalms or Chapter in the Scrip- | 
tures, and to pray with them and ofc to catechize them;beſides | 


) 
1 
t 


his conſtant Prayer Morning and Evening with his wife and al- 


| Hedidſctapartprivatedayes of Humiliation for his Fami-| 
1y upon ſpeciall occaſions, and oft-rimes beforetheir prepara- 


( 


| 


| England more ſpecially and particularly. 


tion for their duc receiving of the Lords-Supper. At which 
times he did exceed himſelfe in powring our his ſoule to GOD 
in moſtaboundant and moſt free Confeſſions of ſinne, and 
expreſſions of Sorrow for ſinne, with teares and with carneſt- 
neſle of Petition for pardon and grace, and forthe good ofthe 
Churches of God, but for our whole State and Church of 


He was much in dayes of private Faſting and humbling 
himſelfe before God alone, that hee might make and keepe | 
his peace with God, andobtainc more Grace to keep more | 
Cloſctohim, and to walke more evenly with him, and that. 


[008 might the better keepe under his body, and bring it 
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inco ſubjeion (following the Example of the Apoſtle) 
leaſt having preached to others hee himſelfe ſhould nor live 
anſwerable to his Dofrine without reproofe, knowing that | 
' [Miniſters ought to beunreproveable, Hewasſo muchinthis | 
thatitis thought by ſuch as knew-.him beſt thar it impai- | | 
redthe health of his body,though it made much forthe good 
| of his ſoule. 

He was very able and very ready to conferrewith, and to re- 
ſolvethe doubts ofthoſe many whoin loye and deſire of intor- 
[mation came unto him, 

He barea tender love unto, and had a conſcionable care 
of that great people over which God had made himover-ſeer. 
For, although his mainetenance from them was but ſmall 
in compariſon, andunkindneſſes and diſeouragements many 
and hisoffers of greater preferment inthe Church in reſpe& 
of outward mainetenance were oftand importunate; yet he 
| would notbe perſwaded to leavethem. Yea though once for 
'reaſons which ſuddenly tooke him, hedid promiſe to accept 
ofanother charge, yet within a while hee intreated mee to 
tell that Perſon to whom he had promiſed, that hee had 
better thought of it, and did defire to bereleafed ofhis Pro. | 
miſe, andthatoutof Conſideration ofthar great peoplewhich 
| he ſhould leave, ſaying, that if he ſhould accepr of that lefler 
charge, when he ſhould come intothe Church amongſt them 
his heart would inyerning towards his other people, aske him | 
whathe did there. 

| Hewas duely inquiſitive after the affaires of Gods Church | 
and people, and according as heereccived true intelligence of 

their weale orwoe, ſo hee had his ſympathies and Fellow-fee- 
lings with them in either of their conditions | 


c————_—_——_— 


oy 


Hee was\much gricved and troubled when hee ſaw that 
difference of opinions, and thereupon ſtrangeneſle, diſtraQ- 
10ns and rendsto ariſe and bee made in the Church amo 

;Bretheren profeſling for the maine, and in fundamentalls| 


'the ſame Truthes. Hee ſignified ſo much to mee with be- | 
wayling many times. | 


Hee was judiciouſly charitable to any that ſhould differ in 
A COT Meh © a 5 ſome| ( 
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ſome opinions from him, ſo long as he ſaw thar they agreed 

with him in the maine and Fundamentall Points of Religion, | 
and were diligent to enquire after the Truth, and faw allſo 

that they did indeed ſhewthe Power of Godlinelle in their 

lives. Heecouldanddie highly cſteeme them, love them, | 
and converſe Chriſtianly and familiarly with them, and that 

becauſe (although heethought they were inan errour, and 

hee would inprivate and publike endeavour toreclaime them) 

yet he was perſwadedthattheir delirewas to ſecke Chriſt, and 

that they had anaime to know Godaright,and to ſerve himin 

fincerity. 

Notwithſtanding all this good which according tothe truth 
hath beene ſaid of him, it muſt be remembred that hee was 
a man and not without his imperfections and frailties. For 
what man is he thatliveth and {innethnor, And as it is alſo ſaid, 


In many things we fin all. 
It is uſuall with God that men of che greateſt parts and 


| gifts ſhould be excrciſed with ſome or other inordinare affeRi- 


on to bee mortified, and ſome ſtrong temptarions, to have 
ſomethorne inthe fleſh, orſome orother meſſenger of Saran 
(as the Apoſtle had) tobufferthem : Elſe they would be ex- 
alredabove meaſureto the (lcighting, contemning, and con- 
demning of their Bretheren, and other men would have too 
high an opinion of them, halfe deifying them, defpiling 
thoſe vyho arenoleſſe holy, but notſo excellently gifted as 
the . | 

There was nothing which did more evidently diſcover truth 
of Godsgraceinthisman,thenthar which was occaſioned by 
his ſlips and ſtrong temptations; For theſe made him more 
watchfull over himſelfe,then otherwiſe hee would haye bin ; It 
made him morehumble and moreto loath his originall cor- 
ruptionandlinfull nature, and bewailingly to cry out with the 
Apoſtle, O miſerablemanthat Tam whoſball deliver me from the 
body of this Death. And that becauſe hee was (as other the 
deare ſervants of God are) moſt ſenſible of the caprivitie 
and bondage whichſin would ſtrivero hold him under,fith that 
when be would doe well, ervill was preſent with bim, and made 


| 
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him ſometimes to doc ſome thingswhich in the bent of his 
ſoule he would not have done, This ſerved to make him more 
humblein himſelfe,more earneſt in prayerto God and more 

iccifull cowards others in whom this ſinne remainerh and 
dwelleth (even after converſion) which (asthe Apoſtle ſaith) 
is a weightand doth ecaſi'y beſctthem, ro hinderthemintheir 
Chriſtian race. AndthisIamaſlured oft, that hee would be 
the firſt cſpicr ofthole faults of his when the world could not 
nordidtakenotice ofthem,having no peace in himſelfe unrill 


| don and peace with God. 

| Hemaybea patterne to all in receiving admonition from 
| any thatſhouldin love mind him of his fault. Hee was glad 
when any of therighteous ſmote him and would take it well, 
not from his Superiours onely, but from hisequalls and farre 
inferiours. Hee had learned with Dawvidto bleſle God that 
ſent them, and tobleſſethe advice;ro follow ir, and to blcſle 
the party andthanke him that gave it, Hee would intreate 
ſuch, ashee hath done me in particular, not to be wanting 
tohimin this Chriſtian office of Love; and hee would really 
ſhew more teſtimonies of his love to ſuch afrerwards then ever 
formerly , which isa ſure argument of uprightneſſe, A moſt; 


| hadoften converſed with him, gave teſtimony of him to this 
efte& unto me and others when lately he ſpake ofhim by occa- 
ſion ofthe mentioning of hisſickneſle., 

| Hislatterdaies were his beſt daics;forin the judgement of 


mT 
—_ 


he had withall ſpeed and earneſtneſle,ſought and regained par- 


| 


thoſe whocould judge fpiritually, heegrew exceedingly in hu- 
 mility andinſpiricualland heavenly mindedneſle, hisJaſt works 
were his belt works, arguing himto be of Gods grafting, and 
planted inthe houſe ofthe Lord, 


| 
| Laſtly, heehad a moſt happy and comfortable ſucceſſe of 


his conflias againſtſinnes For agood while before his ſicke- 
neſſe anddeath hedid with Comfort and Joy make knowne 
tohis deareſt friend that God had given him victory againſt his 


greateſt: corruptions yyhich had for a long time kept him in 
continuall exerciſe, 


[I _— 


a 


About | 


'reverend Divine who had knowne him from his infancy, and] 
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|  Aboutcight weekes before his death a grear fic of inward 
and(hort coughing and extreame ſhortneſſe ot breath did | 
| ceaſcupon himzin ſo much that thoſe whocameabour him fea-| 
redchat hee would preſently have departed, This fr bee- 
ingover,much weakenefle continued, yer hee preached di-; 
'virstimes, untill thac his encreaſing weakeneſle did diſable 


him, 
 Inthetimeofhis ſickeneſſe and weakeneſle hee gave hea-i 
venly and wholeſomecounſell ro his people, neighbours and | 
friends that cameo viſithim : giving particular adviſe to his: 
wife, children and ſcrvants reſpeRtively according to their 
place and conditionas they oft came about him, thus hee did 
oft ſo long as hee was able to ſpcake unto them, 

| His Chrittian ſpeeches that concerned all, tended to this, 
'thatthey would be carcfull to redeemethe time, and to bee 
[much inreadingghearing and meditating ofthe Word of God. 

' T hat they would be much in Prayer, much in brotherly love | 
|and communion of the Saints. And thatthey would be care-, 
fullro hold faſt thar which he had taugiitchem our of the Word | 
'of Truth, And that while the light and meanes of Salvation 
was tobe had, they ſhould notſparepainesnor coſt to enjoy | 
them. He wasoftin his fickenelſe upon the painctull racke | 
| or crotture of inward {natchings and conyullions, which 
' ſometimes left him, but (-hrec or foure dayes before his 
death) they returned andincreaſed upon kim; ail «hich hee 
| bareexcecding patiently. ice was muck: in cjaculations and | 
thort prayers and lifting up his heart to God inthe behalfe of 
'rheChurchand State, and for himſelfe all'o, which hee was 
moſt frequent and earncſt in, alittle before his death, Inihe | 
time whena brother of his (noronely inthe common bands. 
of Chriſtianity, bur allſo by alliance, and a brother in the ' 
 Miniſtery) was praying with him andf:.rhim to this effee, | 
thar if his time was not determined or ex>ired that God would : 
be pleaſed toreſtorc him for the good of his Church,or if o- 
therwitethat hee would putan end to his paineif he ſaw good, | 
atthe hearing thereof hee lift up his eyes ſtedfaſtly rowards | 
Heaven and allſo one of his hands (heebeing not able rolife 
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up the other) and in the cloſe of that prayer gave up the | 
ghoſt, ſhutting downe his eyes himſelfe, as ifhee were tallen 
into a ſweerſleepe. Hee lived much deſired and died much | 
lamented: | 

Thus a great, a good and mercifull man, a chariot and 
' horſe-man oflſracllis by Gods owne hand fallen and taken a- | 
| way from rheevillto come, andisentred into peace, and reſt 
'inhis bedofeverlaſting pleaſures andjoyes, enjoying the truir | 


"The Life and Deathof M,Whately, | | 
» -[—| 


of his Faithin Chriſt, and of his walking with God in upright- | 
'neſſe. Pretiousin the ſight of the Lord is the death ot the | 
| Saints thoughthe wicked regard it not, but are olad of their | 
abſence, Buttheliving indeed they muſt, andthey will lay it 
ro heart, and will prepare and long for their owne difſoſution, 
'rhatthey maybe more immediately gathered to Chriſt the | 
[udgeof all, and totheſpirits of juſt men made perfect, ex- | | 
pe&ingand waiting for a bleſſed ReſurreQion of themlelyes | | 
;and of all that die in the Faith of our Lord Jeſus, ro whom | | 
bee aſcribed all Might, Majeſtie, Dominion and Glorie, | | 
| both now and for ever more, Amen, 
| This Manof God andfaithfull Miniſter of Chriſt, de- 
parted this life upon Friday the 10, of May, Anno 
Domini, 163, neare the end of the 
| {1x and fiftieth yeare of his age. 


Feb.15, Imprimatur , 
1639: 49. THomas Wrx ts. 
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Mr. William Whately deciphered in this 
Sympatbizing Elogye 


® 111 that Orb in which of late did ſhine 


IV bich did ariſe witvin mee and diſpence 


And went before me, ſteering right mine Eye. 


| Yn'o the -yery place where CHRIST did lyew, 


He was aCynoſura in my motion 

| To Hearven's bright haven on this worlds vaſt Oct an ; 
Or 45 the Egyptian Pharos ro de/crie. 

The rockes of finne an1 errour to mine Eye. 

Hee was my Glotie, Beautie, Conſolation, 

My very ſoule, I but the Cor poration. 


I would goe on with bleedings to recite, 
His and mine owne ſad fall, but I can't write, 
Throbs ſhake mine band, and griefe my fight deſtroyes, 
And when I ſpeake, ah! teares doe drowne my rooice.. : 


[- 


| Yet will I figh,and give my orrowes pent 


| Within my breaSt, bymournefull breathings vent. 


Come then ſpeake fiebs, write teares, and ſadly ſtories , 
The dark Ecclipſethat bath befell my glorie_. 


My Starre is falne,and Heavens did ſo diſpoſe, 
That there he fell, wherehe as firſt aroſe : 
The Starres above us thus their races runne 


Returning thither whence they firſt begunne._.. 
But aid I ſay hee's fallen? Stay me there, 


| He #5 franſlated to an higher ſpheare, 


Where (choughtoti* world he ts obſcur'd) he may 


Shine forth unrvailed ina purer ray, 
Fixt to an endleſſe reſt in hearvens bright throne, 
' Aborve all tarr Y ConStellition, 


But ab, alas Dearb bath diſpoſ'd ut ſo 
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i An heaw'nenlightned (tarre with raies divine. 


| "T- Liehr, life, beate, Hearv n-infufing influence-y 


Banburies Funerall teares powred forth upon 
theDeath of her late pious and paincfull Paſtour 


That 
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That bis riſe þrooVves my fall, bjs weale _— 
His weale my wos?ſtrange!what achange is this? 


| My welfare was but now inwrapt in bis; 


Eut thus Death innovates ; and did be not 
Tell methat heCommiſſion batb got , 


] would have brought him into queſtioning; 

' Ab death what ba$i thou done? Doſs thou nos care 
To make abreach which ages can'trepaire? 

So rare a Frame in peeces for to take | 

V V hich Heav's and nature did combine to make 


4 Maſter-peece? For who diderebehold 
| So ſound a ſpirit in ſo ſirong amold ® 


Hearven's treaſure which within his breaſt abode 
PV as by his liberall tongue diſperſt abroad, 
AllGraces gave ameetimg inhim, even, 
To make his breaſt a little map of Heav's. 
Hs lips diſtilled Manna and be ſtood 


. | Not ſo for Church-goods as the Churches good. 


His voice it was a trump,whoſe ſound was made 
VV ith breath divine which it from Heaven bad. 
His life a dayly Sermon, which alas, 

Me thinkes was meaſur'd by too ſhort a glaſſe. 

Ah Death though Painters give thee boles for eyes 
Tet thou canſt ſee 0 take therichtſ} prize, 

To bit the faire$Þ mark ; yet I ſuſbett 

It was my finne which did thine band dirett ; 

My ligbt bad Iimproow'dit well for gaine 

V Vould haveremaind.els ligbss ſha'nt burnin vain. 
Yet ſure he is not dead, forwhy ? I find 
Himſtul ſurviving, inmy breaſt enſhrin'd ; 

And whocan ſaythat he's of life bereaven 

That lives in's works,inpious beartsin Heaven? 
He's but a ſleepe,by death undreſt,got dead, 


3 


| Orbathbutchangd his dreſie; for bein tead 


Of tbeſe fir-itaind ragges of mortality 
F'V cares a pure robe whoſe lengtl's eternity, 


Me B, 


| — 


And warrant for his fat from beavens great King 
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EXAMPLE. I. | 
Adam and Eve. 
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= +S all other knowledges are conve- | The Preface to 
HA VV SS Nerf? \,& niently taught by Precepts and | the inſuing | 
7 YA NA Examples , ſo is that beſt of | = 
| knowledges, the art of living holi- 
ly. Hence it is that as I have inſtru- 
Red you to my poore ability inthe 
Law and the preceptsof good life, 
ſo Idoe now intend to ſer before 
your eyes the Examples recorded | 
in Scripture of Men, both good | 
and bad, that by obſerving the 
{wervings of the one,andthe right 
walking of others, you may bet- 
ter keepe your owne feete in the ſtreighteſt paths. Onely con- | 
| cerning Examples, you muſt know this thing in generall ; that 
{ No Example at all hath the force of a precept either to binde | 
{the conſciences of men to any thing as a duty, or to reſtraine 
from any thing as a fſinne : becauſe the knowledge of finne is | Bare Examples 
from the Law, and where there is no Law there is no tranſprefſion, | binde nor. 
and our care muſt be to walke in Gods waies, not in the waies of 
any man whatſoever. But Example prevaileth alone to perſwade | 
the will as a fit argument of Exhortation or Dehortation, not as an 
argument to proove a thing needfull or finfull. Seeing — | 
Ns B N uty | 
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| and they offer themſelves as it were unto the fences, and ſo. 


health 17... Example of 
duty isto petſwade youto all goodneſſe, and to diſſwade you from | 
all evill, and the Examples of Scripture are undoubtcd and certaine, | 


uy - - 


more worke on the will to allure or deterre: I thinke it a conveni- ' 


| ent meanes of helping you in all righteouſneſſe and againſt the con- | 
trary, to make acollettion of thoſe Examples of good or bad things 


— 
Es, een. en En RR 


| 
| 
| 
| 


} 


F 


| 


which are left us upon record by a divine pen, and I will range | 
theſe Examples according to the order of time wherein they lived, | 
ſo farre as I can informe my ſclfe thereof by the Word of God. 
And Iwill begin with {dam and Eve, and put them both toge-. 
ther, becauſe their good and evill was put togener 1n practiſe | 


thereof. 


The Method) The Mcthod I intend to rake in each perſon is this, T will con-. 
ObDIcrVed IN 


handling all fider his Birth, Life and Death, and in his Life I will Iooketo his 
the Examples. | carriage and behaviour in reſpec of the dzeds he did, good, bad, 
indifferent and doubtfull, and the things that befell him, either pro- 
ſperouſly oradverſcly, inbenefits or afflictions. | 
Now for Adam and Eve becauſe they were the firſt foun-! 
taines of mankind, and therefore could not be borne in the ſame | 
| manner as others be (for he that is borne muſt haye a Parent, and 
| he that hath a Parent was not the firſt man or woman, becauſe his | 
Nothing can | Parent was before him) therefore I cannot tell you any thing oftheir 
be ſaid of Birth, b f ehei : R h 1d b nor R IF 

44m ang | Birth, but of their entring into the world by another way, whic 
Eves Birth, (Was to them the ſame in effe, that our begettin? and birth is to 
—_—_ their us, Twill informe you according to the Scriptures, for ir much | 
, concernes us to underſtand our originall and to know certainely how 


the world, 1 R 
'mankinde came into the world. Know then in ſumme, That Go4 


Gen.2.7 made eMan of the auit of the earth, and breathed into him the breath 

of life and man becam? a living ſeule, Here is in briefe the Creation 
41m what it of Adam (now {dam fignificth red Earth, becauſe his body 
gnifieth, =, Was made of ſuch kinde of Earth) and concerning Woman it is no- | 


-.. ted that God cauſed a deepe ſleeve to fal upon Adam, and then tooke 
2T, 22, VELLES R . , . . . . 
of the ſame 07 of his ribbes, cloſing the fleſh in ſteed of it, and framed it inte the 
Chapter. body of a Woman, in which alſo he placed a reaſonable ſoule. | 
| Concerning this Creation of Man, -you muſt firſt informe your 
The Ecearion {elves of the neceflity of ir. It muſt needs be granted by force of 
neceſſary. ,TCaſon, that there muſt be ſome firſt man, ſeeing otherwiſe there 
There muſt be uſt be infinite men, becauſe a number without beginning mult be | 
Grt Man, and alſo without end, in 2s much as there is the ſame reaſon of both, 
why? that which cauſed men without beginning, did cauſe them neceflari- 


ly, and therefore it muſt cauſe them for ever; now all reaſon agrees 


þ 


Non datur ia. © this triith, thar there cannor be an infinite number, ſeeing to a 


(fnirun adu. | number ſtill one at leaſt may be added. I meane it of aQtuall numbers | 


, and actuall infiniteneſſe , ſo wee reaſon thus, cither an infinite , 
| number of men,or ſome firſt man and woman,nottheformer,therfore | 
| the latrer. And if there muſt be a firſt man and woman, either they |; 


{ came by chance and without any maker, which is fo abſurd, that no | 
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Gen. eAdam and Eve, QCuarn. 


1 chooſe but hifle it our, or clſe they were made by ſome 
—— matter that had a being before them; and if ſo, theneither as 
Heathen Theologie tels,they grew out of the mudde as frogges doe 
in ſome Countrics, or elſe were formed by God as our bday 1 
reacheth, and let every man thar hath his right wits about him, judge 
in himſelfe whether of theſe twaine is more agreeable to reaſon, and 
more likely to betrue.So man was created by God, now about his 
Creation, the time and matter of it isto be noted. For firſt man was 
not created till the ſixth day when a fit place for him to dwell in, 
and all neceſſary furniture for the place, and all needfull ſervants and 
attendants were before provided for his uſe. God ſaw it nor fir to 


contents uſefull for him. And then man was made in the firſt place 
and woman after him, to ſhew that man is the ſuperiour in nature,wa- 
man was made for man and not man for woman, therefore was man 
made firſt and woman after, and ſo doth the Apoſtle reaſon in two 
places where he handles the difference of Sexes, 1 Cor.11. 8,9. 
1Tim.2.13. Soyou havethis cleared, how man came into the world, 
and how woman; but you muſt obſerve more particularly the diffe- 
rent — of which they. were made, and the parts of which they 
confift. 

Man had a body andthat was made of the duſt of the carth,to reach 
him Humility, buthe had alſo a ſoule and that was breathed into his 
voſtrils, that is, infuſed by God, wonderfully and immediately pur 
into mans body, it is called a breath of life, and after a ſoule of life, 
that is, a ſoule which procured breathing and living, nothing is har- 
der for aman to conceive of then the nature of his owne foule next 
the nature of God and Angels, for the formeris much more hard to | 
; comprehend, the latter equally difficult ar leaſt, and it ſhould be unto; 


| 


us a matter of great abaſement that wee cannot tell what ro make of | 


| 

| 

{our ſelves, that is, of our ſoules, that itis we know by the effects it 
' workes inthe body andthe abſence of theſe cffzAs, and the follow- 
ing of contrary effefs when it is departed fromthe body, and this is 
all we know in amanner, onely we may gather by diſcourſe thar it 
isa ſubſtance incorporeall, becauſe ir ſelfe doth informe the body, 
and one body cannot in reaſon be fit ts informe another. 

The Scripture alſotells us certainely thatit is an immortall ſubſtance 
which muſt returne to God that'gave it, and reaſon ſubſcribes to this 
truth, becauſe finding the ſoule a thing ſimple, it cannot conceive 
| how it ſhould becorrupted ; O how ignorant are we and what cauſe 

have we to be puffed up with conceit of our knowledge, ſeeing ſo 
| much blindnefſe doth now poſſeſſe our mindes, that in amanner all | 
we hayeto ſay ofour owne ſoules and ſpirits, the beſt part of us, is this, 
that we cannot tell whattoſay. 


bring man intothe world, before it was garniſhed and ſtored with all | 


y, and that was made 


f 


As for Evah ſhee alſo confifted of a bod 
not of carth, but of a bone of her husband, 


B 2 _him' 


The time and 
matter of mans 
Creation, 


Why Man Ru 
made of the 
duſt. 

Gen, 2.7. 


It is hard to 
underſtand the 


nature of the} 


ſoule. 


Eves body 


: tw inſtru& her and him ws . 
both of their duty, that ſhee ſhould acknowledge herſubjeQion unto | * TE 


l 
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mple of Crna P.2. 


A fond con- 
ceit that wo- 


ſoules and the 
 originall efir 


A— 


Their life. 


Theic bad Cafe 
riage, 
The firſt knne 
of our firſt Pa» 
rents, 


mcn have no 


Gen.2.16.17.| 


fit toindke het web. 
ther iz areaſynable ſouile, becauſe fione other is capable of know: | 
its tid confequently tranfgrefitis a law made by God, but woman | 
was iti the Trafiſ#refſioh, that is, thee finned, and ſinned firſt before 
Adwni,thietefort ſhes had a ſoule and a reaſonable ſoule, andthey 
 ſeeine fo have beene wilkilly blinde, that whether out of the filence 
of God ih fot thefitioning the breathing of a ſoule into Evah, or 
upoti whit offier mad conceit would needs make themſelves and 
others bsle&ve that women had no ſoules. 1 coficeive it was the de-. 
vice of ſotne britiſh and ſefiſitall man, that by inſtilling this moſt : 
4bſiird conceit into that Sexe, would faine draw them to commit 
all licentiouſneſſe with boldneſſe, for if they have no ſoules it could 
beno fault intheiti moretheh ih the bruit creatures to give over theme 
ſelves to all ſenſuality and libidinouſhefſe. You have heard Mans begin- 
ning khow now his life,. and hereih conſider his behaviour and the 
things that befell him; his behaviour bad,good,indifferent, doubrfull. 
Theit bad citriage Nands in two things. Their firſt ſinhe where- 
by they R11, and their following finhes which they added after 
cher fall. The firſt ſitikewas the cating of the forbidden fruits for 
you ſhall have it tecorded rhat the Lotd having placed Adwn in 
a garden to drefſe and keepe it, ſpake to him in this wiſe, Of af 
the trees bf the garden thou maiſt eating tate, that is, thoumailt lawful. | 
ly and with tine allowance eate, it was at his choice to eate of 
what kind he pleaſed, and if it ſeemed good unto him ro forbeate 
eating of any he might forbeare, then followes a prohibirion of one 
kind of fruit, 9i4. of the tree of knowledge of good and evill which i 
in the midſt bf the garden thou maiſt not eate, that is, you ſhall not 
hwkully do it, in regard of naturall power he had ability to cate and 
fot eate of that as of any other, but God dideake away from him the 
morall liberty of eating of it, and by his authoricy ſaw good to 
abridge his liberty, andthis aloneto make it appeare to LAH4am, that 


[tall. Thy body fub 
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he was an abſolure and a ſovetaigne Lord over him, and had full 
power and aithority to forbid him what he ſew good to forbid, and 
fo eoimmand whit he ſaw good to cointyvand. So the Lord did here 
call Ada to a profeſſion br his abſohite ſubjeMion rs God his 
Maker, and of Gods abſolute right tohimſelfe and all other creat utes: 
and tothis protridftion he ſubjoyfes athrear of death, 1» the day that 
thin cate} it ths ſhalt certaintly aie;in dying thou ſhiflt die. Doubtleſe 
the Lord meant this of both deaths naturall and ſpiritu 41, and it is 
fo be intetpttted; thou ſhalt become fabjeR ro a naturall Md to antte r- 
fall death, thy body ahd ſoule both Thall be madein their kind mor- 
Jje# to ſhch puttefaRtion and diftemper 13 ſal 
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| taſte of the forbidden fruit after the feeling of the ſweetneſle and | 


{and it was likewiſe done upon a poore motive, the temptation of a| 
baſe Worme, and it was yeelded unto without much reſiſtance, for | 


and exprefle threat ofdeathto begin ro inſue iminediately upon his 


cauſe ir ro be an unfit receptacle for the ſoule, and thy ſoule ſubjet 
ro ſuch finfullneſſe and diſtemper in its kind, as ſhall make ir unfic to 
hold any fellowſhip with God, and ſo thy ſoule ſhall be ſeparated 


fromthy body,and both from God rhe life of chy life ; inthisſame | -* 


phraſe is the wicked man threatened by the Propher ar Gods ap- 
pointment.0 wicked man thou ſhalt die the death,that is,,oft ſurely die and 
Le dapned, The Lord did not meane that natarall and eternall dearh 
ſhould inſtantly follow upon theireating, but obnoxiouſneſſe to both, 
and ſome degrees of both ſhould follow inſtantly,and ar laſttheconſum- 
mation of both,with an implicite exception of his grace in Chriſt in 

ardoning him. Lo now Aaamhad from Gods own mouth an cxpreſſe 
and plaine Commandement, wherein he was directly forbidden one 


and but one tree,with warrant for the uſe of all the reſt,and a plaine 


cating. And this Commandement, either God himſelfe, or elſe 
«Adam had made knowne to Evah, for you heare that ſhee doth 
both alleadge ir and oppole irto the Serpents temprarion ar the firſt. 
Now this Commandement fo plaine, ſo caſte, ſo equall, that hee 
could not be ignorant of ir, nor incurre any inconvenience by 
yeclding to ir, norpicke any exception againſt ir. This Com- 
mandement which both of them knew full well did they tranſ- 
oreſſe, and that very ſpeedily. How long they continued free from the 
finne,I know not, becauſe 1 find it not revealed and will nor conjecture; 
becauſe the not revealing ir by God makes mee. thinke it is not 
ro much purpoſe ro know. If the firſt atof eating were that of the 
forbidden truit, it is a great aggravation of their finne, that they 
tranſgreſſed Gods Law in amanner aforc they did any other thing, 


if they ſtood any while it is agreat aggravation, that after much cx- 
perience of Gods bounry they would be bold to offend him, and 


goodneſle of other fruits ; bur it was not long afore they did cate, 


not many words paſled them before Zve had condeſcended. You 


have the Storie of this finne in Gez. 3. 1,&c. where is firſt the 


Tempter, a Serpent, the moſt * zaked or ſubtileft of all beaſts;then | guous. 


the temptation inthe matterofit and the ſucceſſe. The matter, The 
Serpent ſaid to the Woman, hath God indeed ſaid, you ſhall not eate of 
every tree of the garden, in which hee would make Eve cither doubr 
of Gods Cemmandement, or elſe be diſcontent with it, as if hee. 
had dealt niggardly with them in not permitting them to cate of eve-/ 
ry tree, or as if the forbidding of this were as much as if heehad 
prohibited chem all the trees,intimaring that this was as good as all 
the reſt, and the not givingthem this as much as the deniall of all the 
reſt, Thenthe Womans anſwer, telling him that he had allowed 
them all the reſt and forbidden this alone, and that on paine of 
death; then the Serpents reply, in which he contraditeth Gods 

B 3 threat, 
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threat, that the Woman might not give credit unto it, for he tells 
Evah, that they ſhould not certaincly die, yea not onely ſo, but 
that God knew well enough how eating of that tree would procure 
tothem an increaſe of knowledge, then the ſucceſſe of the Temp- 
cation is, that ſhee beleeving the Serpent and conceiving that ſhee 
ſhould gaine knowledge by the eating and conſidering the beauty | 
| and plcaſantneſſe of the fruir, did not alone cate of it her ſelfe, bur 
| alſo gave her husband, perſwading him alfo to feed of it, which he 
at herperſwaſion did. 

| Thus was the firſt Commandement utterly tranſgreſſed, which 
ſo ſoone as it was done they began to have ſenceof their nakedneſle, 
and ſewed figleaves together to make them aprons for the covering of 
their nakedneſſe, which now began ro appeare ſhamefull unto them. | 
Divers finnes This was their firſt finne, upon this followed divers other ſinnes, 
followed the] 117, their running away from God, and hiding themſelves among the 
firſt fine. | r1rces, as if it had beene poſſible for them fo to have eſcaped his 
fight, and then excuſing their fault, he by laying the fault partly on 
| Eve which gave him, and partly upon God which gave her to him, 
| and ſhee upon the Serpent which had ſeduced and beguiled her. 
So they had done cvill and ſought to hide their finne inftead of con- 
fefling it and humbling themſelves, for ſo ſfinne blindes the minde, 
hardens the heart, drives a man from God and ſcts all the minde 
out of frame, eftranging the ſoule from God and cauſing a man to be 
filled with laviſh feare that makes him flie from his preſence. This |: 
finne brought tcrrour of conſcience, from whence of neceſlity fol- 
lowed finfullneſſe and mortality. This is their bad carriage. 

Their doubt] Doubtful and indifferent may ſeeme to have beene their making 


any +a of them aprons of leaves,for that ſhewed ſome ſhame and deſire to hide 


| our. their ſhame. 
SPY PIP Now follow the things that were good in them, viz. their im- 
carriage. | bracing of Gods goodnefle, and turning to him by Faith and Repen- 


Evab why © ranceafter the promiſe, intimated in the giving Eve the name of 
64 Evah or Mother of all living, as much as if he had ſaid, though we 
| be all dead by this finne, yet wee fhall live by the promifed ſeed | 
which Evah fhall bring forth, and then Zwvah giveth the name of 
Caineto her firſt ſonne, ſaying, I have obtained aſonnethe Lord,or 
| of the Lord, perhaps expreſſing her hope that Cazze was that ſonne 
| 


the Lord which ſhould bruiſe the Serpents head, and after calling 
the ſecond ſonne by the name of 1%, ro fignifie rheir ſubmuring 
themſclves to the crofles and miſeries which they felt, and after 
bringing up their ſonnes in acalling, the one a Shepheard, the other 
' a Husbandman, and in teaching them to worſhip God and to bring 
| gifts and ſacrifices to him, the one of his ſheepe, the other of the 
| Their benefirs fruits which the land did affoord. 
-— orgy FR Now conſider we the benefits God had beſtowed upon them be- 
| fore their fall,the making of them after his owne Image, in know- 
| ledge, righteouſheſſe and true holineſſe, with a moſt beaurifull, : 
ſtrong, 
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ſtrong, ſwift, healthic and comely body, free from all danger of 
fickneſſe, death, or other miſery ; giving them dominion over all 
creatures, planting ſo excellent a place for them as Paradiſe, and 
granting them the uſe of all the trees, and that of life, and putting ' 
on them ſo pleaſant a ſervice as that of dreſſing and keeping the Gar- 
den, beſides the hope andaſſurance of Eternall life upon condition 
of their obedience, of which Paradiſe ir ſelfe and the tree of life 
| were fignes unto them. For if wee ſhould live thelife of glory by 
 obcying the Law, ſo ſhould they have done ſeeing they alſo were 
| under the ſame Covenant of workes that we be under. 


L 


| chicte wasthe promiſe of a Saviour, viz. Theſecde of the Woman 
! rotread on the Serpents head, that is, to deſtroy the Divell, andthe 
workes of the Divell, and to deliver them fromthe miſchicfe which 
Satan ſought to bring upon them. By which wordshe did makethe | 
Covenant of grace with them and their Poſterity, providing a re-| 
medy equill co the diſcaſe, and the meanes of revealing it toall,inthat | 
he manifeſted irto them that they might teach it totheirchildren, and 
ſo one to another till all knew it, and then making them Breeches and 
_— their life, and granting them children. Theſe be the be- 
| nefits. 
The miſeries they felt were pronouncing a curſe upon them, ad- 
judging them to an inavoidable neceifiry of narurall death, tro much. 
ſorrow in their life, he by tilling che ground (which ſhould bring 
forth ill things ro him) and chat with ſweat and labour, and ſhee 
by bearing children in ſorrow, andby being compelled by ſubjeRion 
to her husband ; then by caſting them out ef Paradiſe, debarring 
them the tree of life, and giving Caine over to kill his Brother bet- 
ter then himſeclfe, which muſt needs be an heavie croſfle to them, 
which God did ſomewhat mitigate by giving them another godly 
ſonne, even Seth, This is their life,their death followes. | 
| eAdam lived 9co. yeares, and for Eves death, it is not mentioned 
how long ſheelived, for God hath not thoughr it fir to tell us the | 
 lengthof thelife of any woman except Sarah in Scripture : upon 
what conſideration it is hard to gueſle, but ſareit is to humble wo- 
| mankinde, that becauſe they were firſt in bringing in death, deſer- 
| ved not tohaverhe continuance of their lives recorded by Gods pen. 
So haveTIbriefely runne over the firſt man and the firſt woman. And 
now I will make nfe of all. | 
Firſt from their Creation, and the benefits beſtowed upon them in 
and after their Creation ; let us learne to acknowledge Godto beour 
Creator, the Fountaine of our being, and to ſubmit our ſelves who- 
” Br himinallthings, ſecing we have reccived our being from him; 
orin making them he made us in them, and whatfoever benefits he 
gIvehimin Creation, hegave them to us in him, ſeeing if he had 
not caft them away we ſhould not have wanted them. Wee muſt. 
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Now after their ſinne God beſtowed divers benefits on them. The ' be 
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apparell, 


to his Commandements, let the husband refolve not to obey the 
voice of his wife againſt God, let the wife rake heed of drawing 


our mortality and miſery in his miſery, For by one man ſinue came in- 


| will as certainely performe for us if we ſecke it as heedid then in our 
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' cauſe Adam forfeited it; for his naughtineſle in ſinning cannot dimi- 
niſh the goodneſle of God in granting ro him and his ſo great a | 
heape of pleaſures here with certainty of -Eternall lite after. Doe 
you not ſce that God made us all to happineſle and life in our firſt | 
| Parents, fitting all things, ſo that he might have ſtood and delivered 
over all thoſe benefits unto us. Let us not murmure againſt God for 
the puniſhment juſtly inflited upon us in them and on them for the 
finne committed by them ; eſpecially wee muſtpraiſe God for the 
promiſe of the ſeed of the Woman which now God hath petrfor- | 
med to us, by whom falvation and lite was offered and tendered 
roall, ſo that by the ſecond Adam all might have received happi- 
nefle as they loſt it by the firſt, if the fault had nor becne and were 
not meerely in themſelves, that have beene and are careleſle of| 
Gods goodneſſe negleting to conſider of his mercy, to beleeve in 


him andto turne to him. 
Secondly, in £4dams finne let us all fee our owne finfullnefſe,and 


to the world, and by finne death, and ſo death paſſed over all, This 
finne is our finne after a ſort, we muſt lament ir and bewaile it, and 
be humbled for it,and in the ſence of our wretchedneſſe runne to the 
promiſed ſeed to deliver us from finne and death, and to repaire rhe 
Image of Ged in us by the mighty worke of his Spirit, which is 
as cafic for him to doe as to create vs juſt at the firſt, and which he | 


firſt making. 
aine, let us learne to hate and loath finne and Satan, nor to 
hearken co his ſuggeſtions, but to beleeve Gods threats and ſubmit 


her husband tofinne, let the husband rather reforme her then be cor- 


| 


| 


| 


| 


We hould nor. VOlOUS ſhifts and extenuarions;and eſpecially learne not to be proud of | 
bee proud of apparell which is no betterthen a badge of our wicked rebellion and 
of ourſhamefull nakedneſſe. Let us be the better for the things we 
know concerning Adam and Eveour firſt Parents. 


| they did; Olerus repent and beleeve in Chriſt hoping for life by him | 
| according to the Covenant of grace, asthey did when they had bro- 


to Heaven inthe way of Evangelicall obedience, ſtanding in arcſolu- | 
| tionand indeavournot to finne, and acarcfull humbling our ſelves and 


rupted by her. O beware of thinking to get any thing by doing 
wickedneſſe, diſobedience will bring nothing in concluſion but mi- 
ſery and unhappineſle. 

Let us rake heed of flying from God and of excuſing our faults 
and caſting the blame upon others, chiefcly upon God himſelfe, as 
Adam did, but let us rather confeſle, lament, and truſt in his mercy, 
and implore it, then dawbe and difſemble,and thinke to eſcape by fri- 


Againe, letus be carcfull to follow them in all good deeds which 


ken the Covenant of Workes. Forby truſting in Chriſt we ſhall goe 


ſeeking ! * 


— 
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ſccking pardon when wefaile, as ſure asthey or we ſhould have done | 
inthe way of Legall obedience,if they and we had remaincd innocent; ; 
and God will as ſurely inable us to this Evangclicall obedicnce,it We 
| ſeeke to him forgrace and the renewing of his Image in us, as hee! 
had inabled him to Legall and exaRt obedience. In truth Chrift | 
hath made the way to life cternall as eafie to us in the path of the 
| Goſpell, as itwas to him inthe path of the Law, for wee have grace 
ro keepe us from loving and ſervnig finneas ſire as hee had power to | 
abſtaine from committing ſinne. Saytoyour ſelves, Adams linne ſhall 
| not damne mee, if in ſence of the miſery which it brought upon me 
I can fully ſeeke to Chrift the promiſed ſeed. ; 
| Further, let us follow him and her in that was good in both. 
How did Adam accept his wife, ſaying, This s fleſh of my fleſh, 
and ſhce ſha#! be called Ewah, and a mar ſhall forſake Father and Mo- 
ther and cleave to his wife; O you husbands love your wives as' 
your owne fleſh, cleave to them above all, and forlaking all other, 
keepe you onely to them. You wives be content to be ſubject ro 
your husbands, as itis ſure £v4h was before her fall ar leaſt,and pro- 
bable after too, for we reade of no braules berwixxthem. O joyne 
together to bring up your children well, firſt in ſome honeſt calling, 
then in the knowledge of therrue God and care of worſhipping lum. 
| I fay teachyour ſonnes anddanghters things neceſſary for their profi- 
| table and holy living inthe world; bring them noc up in idleneflcand 
ignorance,but ſb carry your ſcives to them, thar it! 
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| tedto you if they prove wicked, and be thankfull to: God for your 
| chi!dren, and learne to rejoyce, eſpecially in their gavdneſle, as Aduaw 
 -r:{ Evah did in Seths, Learne of your firſt Params xo be good Pa- 
| mt, and follow all the thingsrhat were good and commendable in | 

them. | 
Againe, from their afflictions, leame to prepare for afflitions, and : 
' to make a good uſeof them when they come, if you thinke tolive in 
this world withour briers and thornes, without faveat ani labour you 
| aremuch derteived. Crofles are affigned to us as juſt chaſtiſemencs 
| for ourſinnez we muſtto duſt, let us expe miſery atid death, and le. 


bour to make our ſelves fit for crofles. It was Godsgreat nefie | 
| that he would nor ſuffer Adam to remainein Paradile amd to icnjoy | 


| thetree of life. For had hee lived in ſo much pleafurc as chat place 
would have affoorded, and had he foundall the creatures a5 pood and 
comfortable to himnow after his fall when his narare was madefin- | 
| foll, as when & was ſinldfſe,O how greatly would tris din have growne | | 
| throuphthefarneſſe of rhac over delighrfull eftate, oven as weedes 
| doc if a rich and unmanured foyle. Sure had not God ſent aounſe. 
 onthetarth, and inflicted priefe -and miſery -upon.man, keewoauld 
| ficver have repented, never have conceived of his ſpiritual naifery; 
neverhaverarned to God and Godsfo tharasicisamercyinithe | 
 Phyfttian tomekerhe paricntficke wirh:amedicine, ſoirmasm Gol 
” fendtheſe effliftions-onus. Let usnot therefore Hantor our Sellves; 
Ay in | 
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in vaine conceits of living merrily, but let us prepare for afflicti- ' 
ons, which all muft in ſome degree meete withall in their ſeverall ; 
callings. It was the voice of an Epicure in the rich man, that ſaid, 
| eate and drinke and take thine eaſe ; we ſhould ſay to our ſelves ra- 
| ther, finne hath made mee ſubje& to divers crofles, and I will la- 
bour to receive them patiently from Gods Almighty hand, if he 
thinke it fir tro exerciſe me with them. | 1] 
Eſpecially you that are Parents of children, looke for crofles in; 
your children ; thinke this boy may proove not an Abel, nota Scr/, 
but a Ca»e, a wicked and a finfull Caine,a hater of goodnefſe, and ; 
fugitive from God. Let meetake heed therefore that I docnot over- : 
love him, that I doe not cocker him, and as it were marre and kill 
his ſoule by over-cheriſhing his body. If wee finde our ſelves apt : 
to over-prize andoyer-love our children, wee muſt moderate thoſe . 
paſſions by ſuch meditations, and if we finde our ſelves apt to over- | 
grieve for their death, wee muſt tell our ſelves, Ah might nottheir : 
lives have prooved much more bitterto mee then their death can ; 
who would not rather bury a ſonne young then live to ſce him proove 
a Cain, and who can'tell bur his ſonne for whoſe death hetakes on 
with ſo much exceſfiveſorrow, may not fall out to be as wicked as | 
Caine. If any ſay I hopenot ſo, I anſwer him, where be the grounds | 
of his hopes did not our firſt Parents hope as much thinke you 2 
| Sure Evah giving Caine a name ſhewed that ſhee had good hopes of 
| him when he was borne, yea thoſe that have good and godly chil- 
dren muſt prepare to be croſſed in their affliftions. Haſt thou an 
Abel,'a godly child, O make thine heart ready to heare that ſome 
wicked hand hath knockt him on the head, perhaps his owne Bro- 
ther, that ſome violent death hath ſeized upon him and taken him 
progie before his time, and labour to be willing to yeeld to Gods 
/ hand if hewill fo crofle thee, for why ſhouldſt not thou ſtoope to 
| as heavie aburden as that which Adam and Eve did beare in the | 
| beginning of the world. For the death of good children, yea 
[their miſerable and untimely death, and for the wickedneſſe, yea | 
[the notoriousand unnaturall wickednefle of other children,let every 
| man prepare himſelfe, by looking upon the example of Adam and 
| | Eve, that ſuffered theſe croſſes, yea let every godly man learne to 
prepare for perſecution from all Caizes, but that wee ſhall treat on 
when we come to <Abels example. 
| But Brethren we muſt not onely prepare for croſſes of this kinde, 
but we muſt alſo make a good uſe of them when they come, thatis, 
wee muſt turnethem into medicines as Phyſitions doe ſome poyſons, 
| cauling the ſorrow which they will worke in usto become a medi- 
cine againſt ourſinnes of whichthey be the proper and naturall effe&s. 
| | When: you mecte with crofſes and calamities, ſay, now I ſee Gods 
Juſtice and Gods Truth,nowT ſee the hatefullneſſe and hurtfullneſſe 
of finne, and therefore now I will mourne, not becauſeI am croſſed, | 


+ 30 | bur becauſeI have deſervedthis crofſe, and a worſetoo,and ſoframe | 
| | to 
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ro confeſſe and bemoane the fi 
in : _ 
and helpe at the hand of God og 0 , to ſupplicate for pardon 
| looke ©0 thoſe ſinnes to which your croſl; oh of Chriſt, cſpecially 
ref e&. Are you crofled in your ood * ne ſome reference and 
love them and get them unjuſtly o = thinke if you did not over- 
did not over-love them and cocker Ne in your children, ſee if you 
kinde. In what God ſmites you, ſee if - andſo inallthings of like 
2gainſt him, and ſo frame to jament yo f u have nor in that ſinned B 
[againſt them. This will helpe to af ry innes and to ſecke helpe 
12% remove it, this will cauſe that e your crofle cafie and aol 
croſſes. When wee ſee the | you ſhall be gainers ev 
h e ill deſervings of fi cnby 
| righteouſncſſe, yea the goodneſſe of G gs of finne and the perfect 
rancez happy are they rhat be ſo affii od in calling thns to re 
waics. e ſo affiicted and ſo taught in Gods 
| And Brethren let mee yet make £ | 
oreat ſinne, ro warne you, thar you Poa e of Adam and Eves 
| OWNE ſtrength, and of boaſting that c heed of preſuming of your 
jand ſuch a finne, for if theſe two i you will never commit ſuch 
eſcape when they neg o in their 1nnocenc £ 
y neglected to ſue to God y could not 
ach = we _— if we adventure ws em ws. Re qu aac 
UCn Or OUL elves, but when fi is. Son oaſt, and pro- | 
{and Satan to tempt, then flie 1 inne beginsto gather uv | 
threats an d Comman oh eto Prayers and to re _ Jeu; 
: m queſts, and 
5 od to inable you to keep che. Co Pf thoſe threats, and —_ 
| wetarthe co can _ elſe large proniliis wall _ ſhall you dos | 
| = orry performances. T 111 bring forth | 
then ſhee ſhould h Ss hus ſhould Zve hav | No- 
bliſhed ind avec had her prayers 7 ave done, and | 
| , eſcaped the faul granted, and cher faith 
faults of Evah wes. ault. And as Ithink ith ſta- 

s, that ſhee ake the firſt of 
the Serpent (by which he * ”_ led away by the wary {| - ry _ | 
- ſolicitation,) that then Jy ſtep and ſtep _ eſcc q off TT 
| "Leextican of Cos el ee d1dnort revive inher mind end to 
of hi - PreITuees and of h mind the con- 
palin _— to give her helpe = —_— upon him, and 
— iry as being a creature, to ſtand ng it, and of her 
 Ewah rom him. Forſure the Morr and without continuall 
hes - well as upon us, and —_ Law lay upon Adam and 
=> _—_ _— apo; here 7 cog behaved 

| it not thinke th ty was her firſt fail 
Gra exing of the orice. Fir, ea her precedent to the 
kilowiader © to diſtruſt Gods Truth your Leing anmred and! 
ſhow a S againſt Gods allowance pet deny his threats, to affet 
fir: all rn danger would _ = mp nc when! | 
| Indeed it is probabl _ and preparations to the , > much bene-. 
and ſet her ſelf and Lu if ſhee had taken her (ike t _—_ faule. | 
| a in {i 
_ had come to —_— - worke to have refiſte Fer c : flips, Th 
cence Corrupted b n head, that then m before | 
| rrupted by them, ſoasto fall int 7 Ser ſhevild not have i 
o finfullneſſe and mortality, - 
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| The greatneſſc 
of our firſt Pa-| 
rents linnc, 


becauſe the Lord had limited the threat of death to actuall eating : 
but howſocver theſe things were faults in Zve, and now wee muſt 
learne therefore not to prefume any thing of our ſelves, bur to 
confeſſe that if wee doe not fceke ro God for his ſuſtentation and 
ſo obraine the ſame from him, we ſhall ſurely be overcome to com- 
mit any ſinnethough never ſo grievous. 

But againe, wee muſt be incouraged to repent of ſinne and to 
crave pardon of it, any greatneflc of it notwithſtanding, for cven 
this finne of our firſt Parents is to them pardoned. This firſt 2nd 
orand finne, the finne of {innes,that did inwrap in it all the blaſphe. 
mics and Idolatries, &c. of all after-times, and was 2s I may fo 
ſpeake in power all finne, even this ſinne 1s forgiven; «Adam which 
caſt all into finae, out of Paradiſe, and our of Heaven what in hit 
lay, even this {dam is in Heaven himiclfe, yea Eve that drew 
Adam to it, and perlwaded her husband ro the committing of fo 
monſtrous a Treſpaſſe, to the poyſoning of him and all his; ſhee is 
\ pardoned, ſhee is in Heaven. As God ict forth the riches of his 
' Mercy in pardoning ſo vile and capitall a finner as Pau! was, that 
in him he might ſhew an example of all long-ſufferine; fo hath he 
ſet forth the abundance of his Grace in Chriſt by remitting the 
fault, and faving the ſoules of theſe and theie ſinners, which did 
not whar they did in falſe zeale as Pas, but in wilfull unbeleefe 
and rebellion. Wherefore let no man doubt of vubtaining pardon 
by the grace of God in Chriſt, becauſe of the greatneſſe of his ſin. 


For sf by the offence of one many be dead. much more ſhall the > 
grace of gift, and the gift by grace abound unto mercy ; and if in 


— 


more ſhall, all be made alive, if they truſt in him and turne, if death 
raigned by the firſt Adam, much more ſhall zrace raigne by the 


an extreame di{-valuing of Cinr:it; rgncouſineſſe, and under-Dri- 
Zing of Gods mercies in Chriſt, if any greatneſſe of finne hinder 
us from ſeeking to God for pardon and truſting to finds it. If we 
ſhould be appointed ro deſerve remiſſion of our owne fiancs every 
man for himſelfe, then a man might hope to get our of little ſinnes 
but not out of great, and ſo greatnefſe of finne might diſhearten him: 
bur ſeeing it is Chriſt the Sonne of God as well as Man, that hath 
ſatisfied ar once for the ſinnes of all, by being a Propiriation for the 
| finnes of the whole world, now it is too roo great a weakeneſſe, 


& H A P.2. 


| Adam af die, thatis, be made ſubj=& ro death, ſo iz Chriſt much | 
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' ſecond A dam ; If, by 077E FANS ar{obed, CaCE many Were Wade ſfrnxers, 
much morc by one mans oved:exce hill mary be made righteous. Tr is. 


him, to doubt of pardon, becauſe of the greatnefſe of finne, and 


ion t00 too palpable an ignorance of Chriſt and cilparagement to ! 


; that wee may aſſure our ſelves, loc Adam and Eve ſaved, acou- 
ple thar ler in the floud-gates to all fine; and thar in commitcins fo 
great a diſobedience, did commit at once all the finnes of all the 


Place, perſons finning, occaſions of finning, helpes againſt ſinne, 
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world. There cannot be thought any offence greater, for the tine, © 
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Gin. Adm and Ev, Cnaeg| n | 


Commandement tranſgreſſed, no nor the matter of the ſinne nei- 
ther. For though the thing materially confidered were but cating 
an apple, a plum, or whatſoever fruit it might be, yetchar apple was 
as it were a Sacrament, 2 viſible profeſſion of their care to forbeare | 
all finne by forbearing it, and ſo thetaking of that was a worſe 

| 


Gnne then if it had beene very actuall adulrery or murder, as if a 
man ſhould take the Sacramentall bread and give it co a dogg, or 
[caſt it into the fire, or trample it under feer knowing it to be the 
Sacrament, ſure he wereas vile and farre more vile an offender, then 
if he ſhould lie in waite at his neighbours doore to defloure his wife,or 
to murder himſelfe or any of his honſchold. Now therefore take. | 
heart to runne to God penitently for pardon in Chriſt, and be ſure | 
of ſucceſſe. And if greatnefle and multitude of fin offer it ſelfe to | 
diſcourage you and to dampe your hopes, referre your ſelves to | 
Adam and Eve, and ſay, their one finne was more in badnefle then 
all my finnes, and yet they were pardoned upon their repentance, 
and ſo ſhall I, and then even violently breaking thorough all ob- 
jeions, give over thy ſclfe toſorowfull confeſſions and ſupplicati- | 
ons and thou ſhalt be pardoned. 
| Tf any ſay my finne was worſe then _7das, for I have finned| 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt; I anſwer, if thou haſt ſinned againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, repent andthou ſhalt be pardoned, for the cauſe why 
that finne cannot be forgiven, is not wane of mercy in God or 
merits in Chriſt, but ſuch abundance of hardneſſe in them, that 
they will not ſecke to God for pardon or for grace te repent. 
| Wherefore I ſay againe looke on thy firſt Parents, that how bad 
| ſoever thou beeſt were cauſes of thy being ſo bad, and promiſe 
thy ſelfe pardon upon repentance, becauſe they are pardoned, and 
hope to be penitent if thou indeavour and ſeeke it, becauſe they 
were helped which were as vile finners as thy ſclfe. 
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ZN propound unto us the Examples of Caize and 

Bj bel, rwo ſonnes of thoſe Parents. Firſt, 

- wee muſt ſpeake of Caine, who being the 
& clder Brother was yet the worſer man, for 
A the Lord hath never accuftomed to give his 
WD graces according to the priviledges of age, 
> that the gift may appeare to be free and gra- 


{ that the man may finde in himſelfe. | 


tuitous, not at all deſerved by any thing j 


Now ſpeaking of Caize, we muſt handle his Birth and Life, for 
it hath not ſeemed good to God to tell us any thing of his death. 
His Birth wee have, Gene.g.1. Adam knew Evah his wife and ſhee 
conceived and bare 4 ſonne, and called his name Caine, or a poſlcſh- 
en : ſaying, 1 have obtained 4 man of the Lord, or, as it may be 


EXAMPLE. 


Ip Ext after Adam and Evah, the Scriptures | 


tranſlated, 4 man the Lord, perhaps expreiſing her conccit to be, 
that this ſonne of hers muſt be that man who was alſo to be God,. 


that ſhould redeeme her ſelfe and all men from the miſchicfe which | 
the Serpent had brought uponthem, bur ifſhee had. any ſuch hopes | 
ſhee had much deceived her ſelfe, for God doth ſeldome _ 

: G2 uch'” 


C8ines Birth. 


—— — Et. A. 
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| ſuch haſt in granting ſo great things immediacely after the pro- 


miſe, he chooſeth rather to exercife the faith and patience of his | 
| people in waiting ſome good and large ſpace of time for the perfor- 
| mance of the promiſe. . | 
"aines cartiaze! Now concerning this man we will note firlt his Carriage and be- 
1.Good. * | haviour, then the things thar befell him. In his carriage ſome things 
x, Heehad2 | are for mattter good, ſome things altogether evill. Thar which 
Ti ance is good Is, that at his Fathers appointment and education he betook 
dation of hu. bimſelfe to a needfull trade of life, for ſo it is ſaid, Caine was 2 
bandry, tiller of the ground;that 1s, he gave himſclfe to Husbandry. This cal- 
ling as it is very uſefull, for even the King is ſerved by the land thar 
is tilled, ſo it is you ſee a very ancient calling, it is full of paines 
| and full of profit, much increaſe (faith Salomon) doth come by the Labour 
' of the Oxe, but where 70 Oxe s the crib ws empty. You cc it hath 
| the precedencic of the Shepheard, for the elder ſonne was affigned 
to this trade as the moft neceſſary, Wherefore mee thinkes they doe 
| not ſhew themſelves to be of the ſame minde with Adam, that 
are till ready to pull downe tillage and ſet up paſtorage, as I may 
| | call it, Indeed paſtorage gives moſt private gaine to one or two 
' men, and therefore they that are led more by ielfe-love then by 
| charity or the love of mankind, are more affected to it; bur ſurely 
Gods pleaſure was in making the World to make provifion for a 
multitude to live in convenient abundance, rather then for a few to 
live in exceffive riches. Howloever you ſee this is good in Carre,he 
imbraced acalling and lived painefully therein, for hee was tilling 
Yq the ground, he did not alone take upon him the name of a Husband- 
man, bur did exerciſe himſclfe in the workes of that calling. 
2. Was out- | Sccondly, Caine was religious too, atleaſt in reſpeR of the outward 
' wardly religi- a@ts, for inn proceſſe of time hee brought a gift to the Lord of the fruit of 
ous. pro ground, hee worſhipped God by oftering ſomething to him of 
- ithat which by his goodneſle and bleſſing the carth did bring forth 
unto him. The Lord will be ſerved even with our coſts, with 
| gifts, with rendring him backe againe ſomething of that which him- 
| ſelfe hath given us. He commanded 71/7a:l not to appeare before 
' him emptie, but to bring free-will-oftcrings and heave offerings of 
their hands. God loves not an empty worthipper, he is liberall to 
' us, he would have us alſo liberall ro him, weereceive much from 
| him, he lookesto receive ſomething of us, thar ſo we may acually 
' acknowledge him to be the giver of all. He is not contented that 
the mouth worſhip him 1n prayers and praiſes, nor the eare inhea- 
ring and attending to him, nor the body in bowing it ſelfe rohim, 
[ \nor the hands in lifting up themſelves, but he will be honoured with 
| our goods, as Salomon faith, Prov.3.9. cven with our ſubſtance. For 
| though he hath not now commanded any thing to be burne upon 
| the Altar, having aboliſhed all Sacrifices by ſending his Sonne, to 
| offer up himſelfe in Sacrifice for our finnes, thathe might take away 
| our finnes by that one offering once for all ; yet now he hath appoin-| 
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orſhip as cannot. be maintained without coſt, in regard 

- 0 ade ir and the inſtruments of it, and hee hath 

now appointed them to reape our earthly rhings in his ſteed, which 

in his ſteed doe ſowe unto us ſpirituall things. Marke this then'as 

a thing in ic ſclfe good, to worſhip God and to worſhip 'him * with 
vino a gift unto him; as alſo in the Pſalme hce ſaith, bring pre- 


ivingag | 
Fs oF m that ought to be feared. 


Further, it was 2 lawfull and good thing in Ca/me even after his | 3+ Built a City: 
great firine commirted, that he built a City, for ſurely to take order 
for the repleniſhing of men with people, .and the commodious habi- 
[ration of men -borne into the world, is a good and commendable 
thing in it ſclfe, though men may eafily and often doe tranſgreſle | 
{much in the manner of doing ir. Therefore the Lord fairh,Zſay 58. 
12, in commendation of his people and in way of promiſing agreat 
benefit and honour. There ſhall be of thee that ſhall build the old waſte 
places. Thow ſhalt raiſe up the foundations of many gentrations, and 
| thou ſhalt be called the Repairer of the breach, the reforer of paths t6 
dwell in, Surciy, if to build old waſts and repaire decaied-'places 
thar they may ſtand to many generations be a praiſe, as you heare 
from the Prophet, then ro build new that were not built be- 
fore, that alſo is a good thing and l:udable. This therefore muſt 
be noted as agood thing in Carne, that hee gave himſelfe to build 


= Cir s | ; p Fo : 
| La y- thatis good in him, that he was the husband of one-wife | 4-Hzd but en 
and did content himſelfe with the firſt inſtitution of marriage; not _ 
corrupting it with taking variety of women to one and the 'ſame 
man atthe ſame time, as God had made but: one Eve for Adar:. 
and (aid,e m4n ſhall cleave to his wife, not to his wives,and they ſhall be 
one fleſh, meaning, they two, not threeor. foure. Some are of opi- 
nion that in the beginning Evah at every burden bare twinnes, and| Some thinke 
ſo there came inro the world together a man and a woman, whether | Ev till bare 
this was ſo or not I cannot affirme, but it may ſeeme probable, | Tu 
becauſe the Holy Ghoſt makes not much mention of the bringing | 
forth of any woman before the flood, therefore ir: may' berhonghe | 
| thattheir birth is comprehended in the narration of the birth of the 
more worthy Sexe, and that together with man they were concei: 
{ved and and borne; but whatſoever became of this conceit, ir is 
; evident Cazxe had bur one wife, and that is commendable in him: | | 
' And thisis all that T can picke our of the Story that is good in this | 
bad man, for even in a bad manalſo may be found many things that 
; forthe matter of them are very good; Er ; 
| T proceed now to ſet forth the evill of Caine,who was an unfan-| 2. caizes bad| 
; Rified man, as wirneſſeth S.rohm, 1 Bpiſt.r. 3. He was of that evill —. 
' O7e, that is the Divell, achild of Satan hee was notwithſtanding | He vis a * 
; All that good that he did. A man unſandtified therefore may be| wicked man, | 


painefull inhis calling ;-a man unſanRified may worſhip God and | = 


UII 


bring him gifts; a man unſanRificd may build Cities; | a'man nh- | 
Ke C 3 ſanQi- -b4 


hon 


3 (Gen. The Example of 


_ '] fans, he dathnor regard one fincere man and negle& another rhar 


which liked him, or ſuch other like corrupt and meere ſelfe re- 
' pecting ends,as credit with his Father and Mother and the reſt of 


EE 
7 Anton 
Hanfihed may live boneſtly with his wife. Neither muſt any man] 
coneeiebjſelf a childe of God becauſe hee can truly affirme of 


pnceit himſ{clic a 
himſelf thar he doth theſe and many other good and commendable. 
things. This is no more then may be found in a Carre who was of 


* 


in| $48 evill one. 


But let ys lopke into his vices and faults. The firſt and DF] 


3 a fault is, he was an Hypocrite, one in whom hypocrifie ruled, for | 


he not beene fych a one, the Lord would not have forborne to 
"nk 6 wy fame reſpect ro him and to his gift that hee ſhewed 
to his Brother Abel and his gift. God is not an accepterof per- 


the ſame ſincerity, but hee heares all that call upon bimin truth, 


fith the Pfalmift : and in every wation thoſe that feare him aud | 
merke righteeuſneſſt ar8 acceptable to him,ſeeing then God did not teſtific | 
of his gifts, they were bur the gifts of an hypocrite. For an hypo- 
cxite is hee which contenteth himſelfe with a forme of religion, in! 
perfarming the externall afts of it and is ner ſanQified by it, hath nox | 
the dominion of fiane broken, hath not the image of God renewed | 


in him, hath not the divine nature beſtowed upon him, nor cares 
nor feekes to haye it, but contents and fſatisficth himfelfe in theſe 
externall devotions. Wholocver is carcfull ro come to Gods Or- 
dinances> to pray, heare, reade, receive the Sacrarnents, and the 
like aQs of religion, and doth ſo careleſly, overly, and negligently 

me them, as not in them to ſeeke and attaine true fanRiry 
and recovering out of the ſnare of the Diycll and power of finne, 
(for theſe effects of true religion are not denied to any in and by 
thoſe ordinances butrto thoſe which negleR to ſerve for them in and 
by theſe Ordinances) heis avery Caine,that-is, an Hypocrite. Hypo- 
 crifie is a fearcfull fin, and this was Caires firſt and work fin, that he was 
| an Hypoctite, he performed indeed the outward work of religion, but 
performed it not out of faith and with a defire therby to dotruc honour 
to God, and to give himſclfe unto God, and to get grace from God to | 
make bim his, bur barely out of cuſtome or reſpet to his Fathers au- 
thoriry who had ſo trained him up, or out of a kinde of imperfe 
naturall devotion, that he might ſeeme to himſelfe good, and nouriſh 
in himſelfe good hopes of eſcaping Hell and getting Heaven : 
Natwihſtanding his taking leave to himſclfe ro commit other fins 


| his Breehren and Siſters 3 the Lord that ſaw deepely. into Caines 
heart and found ir fild with gwile, thatit did not draw neere to him 
when his bedy. did, would ar firſt make it appeare, that it was not 
poſlible to. deceive him by diſguiſes, and therefore by not ſhewing 


_ 


any. npte of xeſpet, did plainely diſcover his utrer diſlike of ſuch 
mcere outſide ſervice as hee bath alfo done at other times, ſaying, 
that choſe which draw necere to him with their lips and have their hearss 
farre from him, doe worſhip him in vaine, and that if any man ſeem: 
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10 be religious alone, his religion i it vane, and that bee is 10t alew 
which i one outwardly. 


———— 


God had not reſpe# to him and his ſacrifice, hee was wrath and bis coun-' 
tenance fell, he had a furious infide and a dogged ourfide, whereas 
hee ſhould have looked into the cauſe, he onely chafed ar the _ 
This is a fearefull finne, when aman is puniſhed, te be vexed at & 
niſhment, and not take care to ſee and reforme the finne which 
cauſeth the puniſhment. This is to accuſe God as the Author of 
the evill, and not himſelfe, and ſs to juſtifie himſelfe above God; 
this is to ſhew apredominancy of pride and blindneſſe, thatout of an 
high opinion of himſclfe hath his minde mufled as it were from 
ſceing his owne faults, it is to ſhew that he ſerverthrhatfinne which 
puniſhments cannot make him humbly to confeſſez and this wrath | 


and falne countenance was procured OO inſt his Bro- 
ther ; for he did not onely vexc himſelfe becauſe his one Sacrifice 


found no approbation, but alſo hated his Brother, becauſe his was 
accepted, as appearcs, becauſe God in reptooving his fulleg- and 


dogg ſhall by bus de- 


ed lookes, doth tell him inſtantly, that amo ghee 


Brother, and hateſt him, becauſe he is more r $ by mec then 
thy ſelfe, bur know thar I intend not te take away the ſup 
which thine age gives thee, he ſhall be thine infertour in reſpe&' 
overnement, though he be better chen thy ſelfe iri verraes,” Thois 
halt be the ruler of the Family after 14aw and nor hee, - For at 
that time the governement of the world was onely doiefticall.and 
the elder Brother was the chicfe Magiſtrate under and after the Fa: 
ther. So envie ruled in Cazve, diſcontent feſtred to an hatred of his 
Brother, becauſe hethought his Brother had more reſpeQ then him- 
ſelfe, and fo that his Brother hindred him from being accepred. 


leſſe the righteous, and S.Paul ſaith, Let us not be coveroue of weine-glo- 
ry, provoking one another, envying one another, noting vaine-gtory to 
be the roote on the which envie growesz and Salomen ah, he 
car ſtand againſt envie, noting it to be one of the moſt unreaſona- 
ble faults that is, as hating a man becauſe hee is noras miſerable as 
himſelfe, or at leaſt docu 

is 2ſecond fault of Caine. 


niſh him of his faule, and ſought to aſſwagehishatred'and his wrath, 
yet hedid ot at all reforme it, but rather grew-worſe, ky, 
that cnvic carried him away fill, and hee did nouriſhand foſter, not 
Oppoſe and' reſiſt it, For God came and ſhewed him good realeh; 
boththar hee ſhould nor be angry: at his not being accepted, a 


that he ſhould nor have 2 grudge againit His Brecher becauſe ke wits 
accepted, for if 


> 
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The ſecond finne of Caire followes, thar when he perceived chat | 2. Was vexed | 


| 


| 


ſe he is more happic than himfelfe. This | 
A thirdis, that when God himſelfe did: gently and duely admio- [-- 


thog dee well, ſaiththe Lord, ſhalt thou not be ascoptud; 
_ ts, notthy Brother isan impedimentto any reſpecting ofthy: 
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G nn. | The Example of Crna Peg 


T. and chy Sacrifice, but thine il doing. Thou ſerveſt mee with our. | 


ward ſervice, but thou art a bad man and liveſt not well, therefore 
miiſti not I regardthy' ſervice, for Itell thee, my pure. nature is ſuch, | 
thatifmen be of finfull lives.and wicked, their prayers and oblati- | 


ons ateſo- farre from pleafing me, thatthey be abomination to me: 


| in Gad nor trickes thar his Brother had uſed. Againe, there is no | 
{ cauſe: he ſhould hate his Brother, who ſhould fiill continue an infe- | 


therefore doe I not. care for thee nor thy religion, ſo long as thou 
continueſt impentitent, and a wicked liver, butif thou framethy ſclfe 
to. doe well, to repent and amend thy life, and live holily, then al- 
fo ſhalt thoube accepted, as if hee had told him, that hee ought to 
amend his life,and mighi ſo ſct himſelf about ir,as to obtaine help and 
power to do it. For even toany reprobate may any manſay as much as 
Godto Carre here,there is no neceſſity of thy being caſt off by God),ſetto i 
amend thy -life,and he will rake thee into favour,and then ſhould he alſo | 
| be taken into favour,and his gifts regarded. For though the Sacrifice of | 
ſingers be odious- to God,yet the prayer ofthe upright is his delight. So | 
no.cauſe of Caines wrath and envie,ſeeing the cauſe of his Brethers be- 
ing-preferred before him is his owne naughtineſle, not any partiality | 


rigqur in ſubjeRionto him. - All this notwithſtanding uttered by God 
himſelfe, yet C&»e continued his ſower lookes and bitter thoughts 


| 
| 4+ Murthered | 
| his Brother, x | 
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"I : [alonein thefield, fo it was a pretended and premeditated murder, 
[ 2] henſed words. of kindnefle, ar leaſt which did not ſhew. forth any | 
*y 4: | YL intention, for-rhen would not Abe! have gone with him, and 


. 
-_ 


| 


| theg himſelfe. . Note this fault, hewould not be amended by words, 


| him into the field our of company (for no doubt there were more 


Him fitter helpero doe it then the jaw-bone of an Aſſe, which ſome 
. will needs thinke to have . becne uſed. So hisenvie and hatred boy- 
led ſolong, and prevailed ſo much in him, that it makes him dip 


gnile, and fearing man more then God : for he ſpaketo him and gat } 
bim-out, and thenroſe up againſt him, when they were together 


baving: him.in a folitary place where no man could ſee him to diſco- 
vat. or hinder, him, there-not regarding Gods preſence, hee tooke 


tint his'Brorher, oncly: becauſe his Brother was better than him- 
elfe, . and had.received more-approbation and acceptation from God 


he hardned himſelfe againſt an admonition.: - 
...A fourth and a worſe fault was, he ſpake to his Brother and gat | 


mien and women in the world though wee doe not reade of any 
mote) and there he knocks him on the head (with what weapon 2t 
is folly for us to enquire) bur ſure his tooles of husbandry yeelded 


his finger in blood and inthe blood of his own Brother; notwith- 
ſtanding the greatnefle of the finne-in it ſelfe and great torment that 
would enſue thence unto- his Parents. - Moreover, Murdcr that is 
Caixes finne,. and with this finne of murder is joyned fraud and 


| 
| 


a ' Way, bis life, and ſpilt his blood on the ground. You ſec Caizes fourth 
5. Did NOtre- | = = 6 : : Wu | 

_ RSS. © $i. 

x | ho fifth was he did not-repent of the finne when hee had done. 


'G E' No | ( aine.. 
it, nor of himſelfe ranneto God with humble confeſſion, nay when 
God cameto bring him to repentance, then hee ſtood in deniall. of ; 
| his fault, and was angry with God for going about to charge him | 
with his Brother ; for when the Lord came and asked him where his \ 
Brother was,he made anſwer that he could not tell, lyingto God him- | 
ſeltc you ſee, and ſhewing himſelfe to be altogether ignorant, or at 
leaſt keedlefſe of his All-ſeeing eye, and in akind of diſcontent as- ' 
king the Lord, why he ſhould aske of him, where Abel was,ſecing 
no man had ever appointed him to be A bels keeper. | 
Here is 2 fearefull finne not to confeſſe a ſinne committed, but ro | 
lie and ſecke if he could to hide it from God by deniall, So that. 
Caine was growne worſe then ©1dam, he onely excuſed the fault, he | 
| denies, ſaying, he could not tell what was become of him whom | 
| himſelfe had murdered, ſodenying in his heart that God was pre- | 
 ſentin all places and ſaw all things. So his heart was hardned in, 
 wickednefſe, and he was growne a deſpiſer of God, adenier of his 
 Omnifcience, and he had made himlfelfe quite impenitent. | | 
| Impenitencie in his finnes, that was another of Caznes faults. Inſtead 
| of falling downe and ſaying, I have finned, he faith, I have not done ; 
| ir, thou doſt unjuſtly in asking me ſuch a queſtion, like the Phariſees, | 
that afterthey had killed Chriſt, were ſo farre from repenting, that i | 
they ſeemed to take it in high diſdaine, that the Apoſtles would ſeeme - o1 
; to bring that mans bloud upon them. Marke this ſinne, I ſay marks | 
it, he hides his finne, denies it, will not goe to God with humble | 
confeſſions and ſupplications. This is to be a Cazze, rocommit great: | 
| ſinnes, and continue remorſelefle and unrepentane, nor regarding to | 
| confeſſe no not to God himſelfe, though God uſe meanes to make him 
| ſee and confeſle. | WE. - 
Now another fault is, that after God had cenſured him for his | 5-He muttered 
off-nce, he grumbled and deſpaired, for his ſpeeches carry an im- pen, Kang 
preffion of both theſe vices, and are uttered, fo thatthey will beare 
; bach renderings, My ſinze # greater then can be pardonad, or, My pu- | | 
' aſhment is greatcy thes I can beare, So Caine was policfſed with a | 
[ mixcvre of deſperatencſie and murmuring, he denies God the honour | 
of his mercy in not conceiving himable to forgive that ſin,therfore he 
| thought it in vaine to confelfe and aske pardon and ſo forbare to doe 
{1t, and hethought the puniſhment unjuſt and too ſevere, as being more 
| then hee could beare, as if God in puniſhing arr unpenirene ſinner 
ſhould looke not what the finne did deferve; but whar the finner 
| could undergoce. Whereas puniſhment muſt be proportioned to the 
ereatnefle of the faule,nor the ſtrengrhof the offendor. He ſhould have 
cryed out of the greatnefle of the ſinne,nor of the puniſhment, hee 
ſhould havecconfeſſed the greatnefle of Gods. mercy, but he mutters 
againſt him as both uvjuſt and unmercifull, and ſo repents not bur-re- 
pincs, complaining that God had laide him open to atlmens injuries 
now, ſothat every one might kill him. Thisis a Caize, man ſo hatd- 
nea with finne that hecan neither ſubmitto Gods juſtice nor implore ; 
__ 2h his 
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| | his mercy, bur denics the one, and calumniates the other, and fo| 
EL: + perſiſts impcnitently. : 0 | 
7. Perſiſts im-] © For that isthe laſt of all his finnes, he goes away quite from God 

10——ra in | and his Father, ccaſeth ro continue a member of that family, and 

* | of that Church,gives over all outward ſhewes of religion, turnes 

meere worldly and earthly, and ſeckes to caſe the ſmart of his con-. 

| ſcience by building and buſling in the world, declaring a piece of 
| vaine-glory too, by calling his City after the name of his firſt- 
borne, as it were boaſting of it, that hee ſhould have his ſonne the 

Lord of a City of his owne name, Henech of Henoch. A tearcfull 

| offence to perſiſt ſtill in impenitencie, to caſt of all ſhew of religion, 

| to excommunicate himſelfe out of the Church, and burie himſelfe 

| in vanity and worldlincſſe, fo to ſtifle his owne conſcience and dea- 
denhis owneheart more and more. | 
3. His proſpe- | Now I have done with Caines carriage good and bad. I come 
rity and adv@+/ to the things that befell him,good and bad. 

1.53: beneges | Firſt good, you ſee God gave him a ſonne and ſonnes ſonne, and 
had poſterity | Continucd his life along time to give him ſpace of repentance, and ſet 
and tivedz | amarkupon him to ſave him from the violence of all men, threatening 
nocd topuniſhhim ſeycn-fold, that is, ſeven times as much as he had hurt 
from the vio« | C4778 if any ſhould kill him. Secing it pleaſed not God to tell us 
lence of all | what this marke was with which hee noted this prime murtherer ; | 


| 94 it is fondnefle in us to weary our ſelves with conjettures; ſome think 
[it was Viſible to all men, but what I know not, nor Iam ſure can any 
man elſe tell, bur it was the goodneſle of God to ſecure him of life 
| who had deſcrved death, for the Law of putting the murderer to 
death was notyct, and God would not put Adam to ſo hard ataske 
as killing his owne ſonne, but would ſhew himſelfe ro be above 
' Law, in forbearing to doe that which he will not ſuffer a Magiſtrate 
to forbearc, even putting to death of a wilfull murderer ; yea, it was 
the great goodneſſe of God to give him health and many children,and 
childrens children, and ro grant him riches and proſperity :in the 
'world abundantly if it had beene poffible ro have drawne him to 
| 2. God vouch- repentance, yea it was great benefit thar God came gently to ad- 
id 01  \moniſhhimof his inward malice, if itmight have becne rohave hin- 
| keepe him  dred the breaking of 1t out into murder,and after it was done tocome 
from finan | againcwith this gentle ſecond admonition, if it had beene poſſible 
ont of finne. |fO have melted him and have drawne him to ſubmiſſive humiliation. | 
| So God vouchſafed him meanes to keepe him from finne and to draw | 
him out of finne, and time long enough to make uſe of thoſe meanes, 
and many benefits to allure him to make uſe of them, thus good is 
| | Godeven to finners,and impenitent finners,to offer them meanes of re- 
pentanceand acceptationupon their repentance, and vouckſafethem | 
ſtoreof good things for along time, notwithſtanding their obſtinare- 
| nefle in refufing to repent. | 
2 His crofſes, Now laſtly, Ict us conſider Gods puniſhments, viz. the cvill things 
| | he met withall. 
| The *© 
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| Þ God aggra- 


| The firſt is ſentencing him for his fault, and laying open the | | 0% "5&7 
{oreatneſſe of it 10 ſaying, What hat thou done, thy Brothers blood | and ſentenceth] 
cryeth to mee from the earth which hath drunk it in at thine hand. | himfor ic. 

| "Secondly, hee curſeth him from the earth, that is, in reſpeR of \ .. curſerh tic 
the earth which ſhall not be halfe fo fruitful] ro him as before, nor | carth ro him, 
yeeld its increaſe as It had done, for he doth not meane ſimply it ſhall | 
| yecld no fruir, but nothing ſo much nor ſo cafily. 

Laſtly, rhou ſhalt be a fugitive, a runnagate, that is, a man full of | ;.He was full 
unquiernefle and terrours, that canſt have no reſt nor peace in thine | of «rom, | 
heart, nor any content any where ; yea, itſignifictha giving him over 4 
to caſt off all goodneſle, and leave himto himſclte ro forſake his Fa- 
thers houſe, and ſo a ſclling him over to profaneneſfle and utter impe- 
| nitency. | 
| Thus we haye done with Caizes life, and for his death the Scrip- { Caines deach 
| rure youchſafes not to mention it, nor how long he lived, bur he li- | 29: mcarioned 
ved along timeevento ſee the ſonnes of Lawech, who was the fixt ! 
generaciun from him, ard vaunted that if God would ſo avenge Cazze, 
| he would be avenged more, by which ſpeech it is very probable 
tat Caine was then alive. 

So we have ſpoken all we have to ſpeake of Caiyze. Now Iwill | 
 moke ſome uſe of all. | a 

Firſt, from rhat that was good in Caize, I pray you learne atleaſt | The uſe of all 
tobe as good as ſo bad aman was, and therefore may ſure be artai- 
ned by naturall indeayours. You ſee Caize did not give himfelfe 
| to runne idling about the world, but ſubmitted to his Fathers go- 

vernment, ſo farre as to give himſelfe ro Husbandry. O ler no man 
turne himſclfe into a cipher, nay into an excrement that lives in the 
world to no purpoſe, yea tobad purpoſe; for hee ſhall not bur doe 
 navghrily that will doe nothing, ſet your ſelves therefore to have and 
to follow ſome calling and employment. Live not like thoſe play- 
full creatures, imperfect pifures of men, but of ſuch men the fitreſt 
| emblemes, like apes and monkeys onely to skip up and downe and 


, 


!ro make ſport, but live to beſtow your (elves in ſome profitable yo-. 
; Cation for your owne and the common good. | 
lf any ſay Caine was neceſliraredto it, becauſe there were no other 
to till the ground for them he being Adams firſt-borne. | 

I an{wer, firſt, Tdefire you ſhould live ſomewhar better then Caize 
and doe good out of choice, which perhaps he might doe out of 
neceſſity. | 
. Secondly, Tanſwer, thatthough you be not neceſſitated toany cal- | 
ling by want, yet wiſdome and a good conſcience binde you, for muſt 
you not ſubmit to that of God, 7# the ſweate of thy browes ſhalt thou 
eate,and to that ofthe Pſalmiſt, he ſhall eate the labour of his hands, andto 
that of Pau!,which condemnes the inordinate walkers which wrought 
not atall, and is it not wiſdome to forbeare walking on a thorne 
hedge, which Salomon ſaith the idle man doth 2 and to prevent 
many occaſions, as the having no calling, and being carelefle of — | 
W1 | 
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will ſurely bring. I ſay againe then, be as good as Cazze, have and ' 

follow ſome calling. mY 
Againe, looke that there be ſome ar leaſt outſide of religion in. 
you, worſhip God and be not ſo much lovers of money as not to 
| | give him ſomething, even to beat coſt for his worſhip, in ſuch kind 
as coſt is now needfull, as they were to performe a worſhip then re. 
quired the coſt notwithſtanding. Be not profane ro neglet Gods 
| Worſhip our of {leighting it, be not niggards to putof God with as 
little as you can,but give him of the fruits of your ground; and now 

| know that thar is given to God which is given to the maintenance 
of his Miniſters which performe his Worfhip, andother inſtruments . 
neceſlary to the performance of it, as a fit place and thelike: O beas 
good as a Caine, nay willing to be at coſt in Gods Worſhip and. 


| for It. | 
Alſo fatisfie your ſelves with one wife, for Cane did ſo, he knew 


| _ | his wife, wives he had not. 
Yea, bebuilders up of your families by thrift and husbandry,for ſo 
could Caze, not pullers of them downe by riot and unthrifrinefe:ſay ro | 
thy ſelfe, How ſhall this firſt of all bad men riſe up in judgement | 
againſt, mee, if I cannot frame my ſelfe art leaſt to be as good as | 
hewas? A man ſhould even bluſh co thinke what iis the eldeſt ſonne 
ing Divcll more vertuous then I am, O how bad a man am I; 
then. | 
Secondly, we muſt make ſome good uſe of that was bad in Caize, ' 
which is double. Firſt, to take great heed to our ſelves to morti- 
| fie thoſc vices, and ſhun thoſe finnes whichwe finde related of him. 
| Caine was avery Hypocrite, a man that contented himſelfe with the } 
outward acts of Gods Worſhip, bur was not SanQtificd, did not 
frame his heart to pleaſe God and ſet himſelfe ro doe well. O take 
| heed to your ſelves that you be not ſuch, but labour to preſent your 
| 'hearts to God, and in all his ſervices to offer your ſoules and bo- 
|dies to him, and not alone the externall ſervice, ſecke in and by the 
duties of religion to be made new creatures. Joyne care of a good. 
| (life in your whole converſation with your outward devotion, then 
| | you ſhall not be Hypocrites, bur uprright. Beware of Hypocriſie, find | 
| | our it ſelfe and its 111 cffeats, lament them, confefſe them, pray a- | 
gainſt them. Be afraid leaſt you ſhould prove Hypocrites, cry to 
God to keepe you from being ſuch, and to make you ſincere. An 
Hypocrite is apt to runne into all finne, nothing is accepted from | 
him,he 15 apt to fall away into open profaneneſle, andto be quite caſt 
of by God for his ſins. | 
[The fignesof | And you may ſee in Caine what be the ſignes of an Hypocrite. 
- Hypecriee.| 7, Envic atthoſe that be better then himſelfe, andeven hating them | 
becauſe they have better eſteeme then himſelfe. 2. Not ſtriving to 
reforme his finnes when hee is admoniſhed, nor confeſſe them ro 
| God, and craving helpe againſt them, but rather perſiſting in them | 
= D'S | 
and denyingthem. 3. Chafing at admonitions. 4. Caſting of art laſt 
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all care of religion. 5. Murmuring againſt God for the greatneſſe of 
his puniſhment and ſo deſpairing of his mercy as'to-run away from 
him. O beware of alltheſe fignes of prevailing Hypocrifie, and do 
{1s Caine ſhould have don. Strive againſt guile, ſet againſt envie, la- 
| bourto profit by Gods admonitions in his Word, though hee come 
[not now in perſon to admoniſhyou. If you have finned confeſle it to 
' God, ſtoope to his Juſtice, confeſle him righteous if he deſtroy you. 
Hold faſt a perſwaſion ofthe poſſibility of having your fins pardoned 
how great ſoever, and a hope of finding pardon. at leaſt in ſuch a 
degree as may make you runne penitently to God and boldly to 
.crave pardon. And moſt of all, take heed of growing utterly impe- 
nitent out of deſpaire, and goe not about toburie your ſelves inthe 
'world and ſo tocaſe the torments of your conſciences, bur:by hum. | 

(ble falling downe before God, ſecke for mercy which will indeed | 


'refreſh you. Proficyour ſelves by the lamentable and cragicall ſtory 
' of Caine, And above all, take heed of letting envie procced to thar 
height asrocarrie you into actuall murder, bur reſiſt and oppole it, 
'and caſt jt out of your hearts, that it may not bring yourto be ſpillers 

' of innocent blood, that is a crying ſinne, and you ſee what torment 


. 


and hardneſle ir isapt to bring upon the committer, chicfely if the j 
cauſe of hatred andenvie be goodnefle. _ | 
| Againe, blcfſe God heartily for preſerving you from envie, from 
| murder, from hypocrifie, from muttering, from deſpaire, fromopen 
profanencfle, from meereand prevailing worldlineſſe. For wee have 

{the ſame nature that Caine,the ſame corruptions,full'of pride, fullof | 
| hypocriſie, fall of ignorance :of God, and apt to be bold: to:any! | 
evill if wee may conceale it from men, Wee who. have the ſelfe- 
[fame bad nature, if God have preſerved us from ſo mighty prevai- 
ling and breaking forth of corruption, let us not lift up our ſelves 
aboye others, but give the glory to God, and be ſatisfied withthe | 
. comfort, not daringto take the praiſe unto our ſelves, each one of 
'us in his kinde would be as bad as Caize, if God hadin like man- 
ner lefr us unto our corruptions and the remptations. O that wee| 
could be humbly thankefull for our preſervation from ſuch foule 
finnes and crimes. 

; Now let us remember Canes miſeries and croſſes, and let us| 
 affright our ſelves from finnes by them. Thinke, would I have 
| God make mee afugitive and a runnagate, fill mine cares withthe 
voice of terrour, and make a dreadfull ſonnd poſſefſe mine heart 
; alwates, curſe the things I take in hand for my ſake, as hee did 
' the earth for Caizes ſake, deliver mee up to groſle finnes, to 
. hardneſſe and utter prophaneneſſe, ro impenitencie and deſpaire, 
; and a meere forſaking of God and Apoſtacie; then let mee not be 
an Hypocrite, let mee not mocke God with ſhewes, let mee not 
| fleight reproofes not caring to amend. Let me net hide my finnes 
and allow my ſelfe to doe evill in ſecret, fearing mans eyes more; 
[then Gods. Let mee not mutter *gunk; his Juſtice, ler _— 
| | enic- l 
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ſelves hereafter. 


| by aſſuring your ſelves that hee will provide well cnough for you 


| eyes, becauſe wee have gotten that which a Caine may get. Wee 


' which by degrees procured to him this miſchicte, Hypocriſic 


2 pr 
ls 2g Caine. 
beſides his cvill to be our warning 3; if wee proove as bad as he, 
wee ſhall fare much worſe, becauſe of that aggravation of finne 
which it will receive from this conſideration. Tremble to thinke 
of yeelding ro Hypocrific, envie, murder, muttering, deſpaire, 
&c. flic from thoſe waics which brought Ca/ze to nune. Yealearne 
thankefullneflſe ro God, that hee hath not laid ſuch miſeries upon 
you as [upon Caive, viz. a terrified conſcience and a curſe upon 
your eſtates that can affoord you no comfort, and an heart poſſeſſed 
with deſperate (fancies and impatient rifings againſt God. Theſe 
be fearefull evills, wee alſo have deſerved them, but God hath not 
inflicted them upon many of us. O ler our hearts rejoyce in his 
goodneſſe that hath delivered us, and let us make uſe of his patience 
to draw us to repentance, that wee doe not pull the ſame upon our 


Laſtly, from Caines benefits, I pray you learne to ſee the bounty 
of God which gives great outward benefits tothe worſt men, there- 


that are his owne people. Will he preſerve Care from being ſlaine 
and not mee that defire to feare him 2 Did he offer mercy to Caine 
if hee would doc well, will hee not accept mee that defire to 'doe 
well and to turne to him 2 Did hee give Caxe a City and chil- 
dren, will hee not give to mee things needfull for mee and mine 2 
Gods mercy to the worſt muſt make his people certaine, that no 
good thing ſhall be wanting ro them. 

Againe, you muft learne not highly to eſtceme theſe earthly 
things. Did not Caire even after his curſing and caſting off yet 
flouriſh in worldly things, beget children, build a City, ſee his chil- 
drens children gallantly maintained in the world, growing in arts 
and riches? Surely there is no cauſe of being good in our owne 


muſt not be {o fooliſh as to flatter our ſclves in a eonceit that God 
is our God, becauſe wee meere with ſuch droffie benefirs and 
meane favours as a very reprobatc, and a fugitive may have in 
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abundance. Indeed if God give theſe things with an heart ro 
. make 
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make uſe of them, to doe good to others, to be thankefull ro God, 
lro be mooved to repentance, and to grow better, and be drawne | 
'neerer to God, and more carefull of obeying and worſhipping him, 
[this is a figne of his ſpeciall favour, otherwiſe to have LAN things 
| as theſe and ſtill continue in impenitencie and to grow worſe by 
them rather then better, is a proofe that a man is fatted ro 

deſtruction , rather then God the giver of theſe 
things doth favour him. 
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Have done with Caine the elder Brother, I : 
come to Abel the younger Brother, and as 
it is likely the next after him. His name fig-| 4vet what ir 
nifieth vanity, which isall one with unprofi- | #gnificrh. 
tableneſle, or inability ro make happy. It is 
the ſame that Salomers long experience made | 
him toimpeſe on all carthly things, which he 
calls vanity of vanities, as well he might, be- 
| cauſe in ſeeking to finde felicity inthemyhee i 
{ was utterly diſappointed and after a long inquifitien met with nothing | 
but vexation of ſpiris, Bythis time like enough Eve had learned the 
vanity of all carthly things , and by name of a ſonne which before; 
ſhee called a poſſeſſion, bue now calls vanity, for that children alſo 
be bur a poſſeſſhon of vanity as well as other things. 
Of Mel let us confider his birth,life and death. | 

| His Birth is plainely ſet downe by rhe authors of it, Zve and | His Birth, 
Aden, for fhee conceived againe and bare « ſonne and called his name, | 
ec. butthe time of ir as alſo of the clder Brothers is uncertaine. We 
know not how long they lived without children, whether ſhee be- 
ganto bc fruitfull inſtantly upon the fall, or that God held them a 
little under barrennefle, to makethem beget achild by their prayers 
|to God for that bleſſing, as well as by the faculty of generation | 
planted in nature, I cannot affirme: but ſuch a ſonne ſhee had. Con- 
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His vertues, 
I, Was paine- 

full in his cal- 
| ling, 


Tt is good to 
| haye a callin 

and be faith. 
full in ir, 


( 
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28 T; cerning whoſe life obſerve wee, 1. His virtues and good deeds. 


| ſheepes dung did nor fat the ground. And this is Iconceive one of 


moſt ravenous and deyouring creature, thorough the rapine and ava- 


> | you can diſcerne betweene good and cvill, apply your ſelves to 


' [led imployment in ſome lawfull aRions, tending to the common 


2. Hisfaults. 3. His bencfits and affiitions. 42 | 
| His gooddceds are here ſet downe, he was painefull in the cal- 
ling of a Shephcard, for ſo it is ſaid, Hee wes feeding 4 flicke_, 
meaning nor alone that hee had uncertaken this vocation, but that 
he did alſo painefully diſcharge ir. The Shepheards calling is now 
a neceflary calling as well asthe Husbandmans, though not equally 
neceſſary : but wee finde in experience, that it 1s a calling ſubordt- 
nate to Husbangrie, for thar the meyer ſheepe is not alone be- 
neficiall for her'fleſh and skinne, but alſo for her ſoyle, and thar in 
ſuch degree profitable, as in many places they could ſcarce have 
any corne growing by thcir art and paines 1n Husbandry , if the 


the beft uſes ef the ſheep when ſhe becomes attendant tothe place.O | 
that this ſimple and harmeleſle creature might not be changed into a 


rice of thoſe men which thinke all too little for themſelves, and 
had rather dwell alone or amongſt beaſts then amongſt anumber of 
Tenants, and as the members of a Towne-ſhip or a Church. Now 
the world is turned quite upfide downe, in this time Carpe killed 


I 


him and flew him;butnow Abe! killeth Caime,ſpeaksto him roughly or 
Fairely, I cannot tel], but drives him quite out of the places where | 
he didonce inhabit. I meane the Shepheard doth eate out the Hus- 
bandman. Bur you ſee that as well Abe! as Cajne..ways, painefull | 
in his calling, and was brought up in ſome external|-and worldly 
| bufineſle, wherein he might ſerve God, advantage the world, and 
exerciſe and profit himſelfe. © EL bd; 

Surely true picty and godlinefſe will very well accotd with dili- | 
gence in acalling, and it is but mens miſtake ifthey thinkethar their 
vocations hinder them from the true Worſhipping of God ; 44} 
as well as Caine had his trade of life. The miſerable cortuprion of 
our nature will turne all things into occaſions of hurt and miſchiefe, 
and make them meanes of interrupting us in good waics, bur elſe a 
calling duely followed by cxercifing the graces of Gods Spirit, | 
and humbling and taming the fleſh, and well imploying the thoughes, 
and preventing many temptations and opportunities of finning, doth 
greatly further our growth in piety, and 1s farre from being any juſt 
hinderance unto it: we muſt therefore marke this in Abel as well 
as Caine, and becarefullto imitate it. 

All yau that have children to educate, bring them vp to ſome 
calling. Let them be as members not excrements in the body of 
humane ſacicties. All you that arc already come to ſuch a tate as 


ſome calling, ſome worke of body or minde, ſome conſtant and ſet- 


| good and your own,that you may be ſurc as S. Paul faith,to labour ifnot 
with 


Abel, ſpake tohim, and having him in the field roſe up againſt | © 


GEN. Z | 31 
{yyith your hands, yerwith your heads thething that is good, that you | 
{may haverogive, and that you may not be counted inordinate and un- 8 
ruly walkers, not working at all bur being bufie-bodics, workers round | 
| .Lout 2s the wordfignificth, do nothing but fetch friskes and vagaries | 
[through theworld. O expoſe not your ſ{clyes and yours to ſo much 
| miſery as to have nothing to do. An empty veſlell is firto receive any 
| liquor that is powred intoit; the Divell will put youon cvill imploy- | 
ments,if youdo not beſtow your ſelves on good: A bird that firteth ftill | 
on a tree is caſily hit with a piece or creſle-bow, bur it is hard to | 
rake the flying bird.lr is cafe for Satanto intangle with his temp- 
cationsthe Idlesbee, but hard to faſten on the man of imployments. 
'TheLord commends and rewards diligence in a calling, and bids 
know the ſtate of thy flocke, and bids men goe and learne of the 
Piſmire, and diſcommends idlenefle and _— and threatens | 
him that followes the idle. Let good Abel teach you faithfull- 
neſſe in your calling. Caſt away ſluggiſhneſſe and unthriftineſle, | | 
wearing out your bodies in vanities and worſe then vanities, and ſet 
| your ſclves to ſome ſuch worke as may make you able to anſwer 
| the queſtion of God and your Maſter when hee ſhall call you to | 
account for the laying out of ſo pretious a thing as time. ng | 
| Bur ſecondly, hee was religious and devour, hee brought of the | 2* Wis religi 
[ fruit of his flocks, yea of the firſtlings and of the fat thereof. He | 
did bring to God one of the beſt and fatteſt of his Rammes, or 
! Ewes, for Wearhcrs were not for Sacrifice, and ne maimed thi 
| | was to beoffered on Gods Altar. It is not obſerved of Caine, that | 
hee brought of the firſt fruites and beſt of his corne or other graine: | 
[ Ir is likely that the Holy Ghoſt would have done this office of « | 
faithfull Hiſtorian, and have given Ceve his due by telling the qua- | 1 
liry as well as the matter of his offering, if it had beene as well ; 
qualified inthis reſpec as'his Brothers. Wherefore when he com- 
mends ©Abels offering, becauſe it was of the choice and fatteſt of | 
his flock, it may be well thought in forbearing to ſay any thing in 
like commendation of Caizes, that hee tgoke no great care, whether 
{it were of the beſt or not, and therefore wee may well conceive 
{ that one cauſe of Gods rejeRting Cares Sacrifice was, becauſe hee 
did not bring of the beſt of his fruites, as one cauſe of his accep- 
| ting Abels was becauſe hee did bring of the choiceſt of his flock, 
not that God looketh to theſe outward things, but to the minde of | | 
the doer, which for the moſt part (if neceſſity hinder-not) doth 
ſhew it ſelfe in the valew and worth of the gift, He that loves | 
Poo will bring him as full a Sacrifice as hee can, hee that loves 
him not will give him as leane a Sacrifice as it may ſtand with his 
| credit to give. A man whoſe heart is not upright with God. will 
| 
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be at as little coſt with him as is poſſible. A man thar is upright 
with him will inlarge his bounty towards him, you ſhall fee in 
Mal.n.r 3. that God refuſeth the Sacrifices, becauſe they were hak 
poo blinde, the worſt and refuge of all, and he curſeth the deceiver = | 
= D 4 hat 


Gu N. The Example of 


faith. 


3.He offered in 


c 


| God, and all our Sacrifices muſt be done in faith, now more di- 
| 


| good Abel had was the ſame thxt after is commended in Herech, 


| doe, but alſo an indeayour to truſt particularly for our acceptation | 


rupt thing, and verſe 8. he ſaith, Offer 7t now to thy governonr will hee. 
be pleaſed with thee and accept thy perſon ſaith the Lora? The Lord 
| knowes that niggardlinefle towards him ſhewes want of love and 
| faith, but freeneſſe and bounty ſhewes truth of love and of faith, 
and becauſe he looketh to the heart, therefore hee liketh thae gife 


Cura Pat 


hath in his flock 4 male, and vometh and ſacrificeth to the Lord 4 cop- | 


which comes from a loving and faithfull heart, and hates that which | 
comes from a contrary heart. | 


Learne thercinto imitate Abel, bring to God the beſt things you 
have, he inuſt haye the fat, the fat I ſay of your heards or flocks. The 
chiefeſt of your affeions muſt be his, and your affeQions muſt 
ſhew themſelves in ation. You muſt be willing to ſerve him with a 
coſtly ſervice, and be cycr of Davids mind that ſaid, Iwillnot ſerve 
God without charge. | 

Nowthelſetwo things you have in the Text of «,4%el, two other 
things you have in another place, Heb.r1. Heoffered 4 better Sacrifice 
then Caine by faith, Hee offered in faith, andthat cauſed himto bring 
a better, that is, I ſuppoſe he meanes there, a more coſtly Sacrifice 
of better worth and valew, of more price and coſt, not the coſt but 
the faith that made him willing to be atthe coſt, and the coſt alone | 
as it was a fruit and figne of the faith did content God, and madethe 
Sacrifice acceptable. 

Letus learne therefore to docall wee doe in faith. The faith thar 
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» was perſwaded that Gad was and was a rewarder of them that di- 
ligently {ceke him, it was ſuch as that which the Apoſtle there 
( deſcribeth, ir was the evidence of things not ſeene and the ſubſtance 
| | "RY 
of things hoped for. Tt was ſuch an apprehenſion of Gods being 
[and goodneſle to trie Converts, and ſuch a perſwafion of his will 
| to give him the future inviſible things hoped for, as made Abel 
'ſerve Godin the courſe of his life in righteouſneſſe, and not alone 
for atime to come to the Altar and offer Sacrifice. 
| Sacrificing was a profeſſion of their owne guiltineſſe, ſubmitting 
themſelves to the Juftice of God, as men worthy todiec and be burnt, 
a5 that beaſt or other thing to be burnt, but withall of their hoperhar 
God would pardon them for his goodnefſe ſake through that true 
Sacrifice which was to come. And hee that offered Sacrifice wich- 
' outthis faith of Gods accepting him for his mercy ſake, and with- 
' out acknowledgement of his worthineſſe to periſh, did not pleaſe 


wo 


ſin, becauſe we have a fuller revelation, wee muſt doc all wee 
doc in faith, not alone aperſwaſion of the lawfullneſſe of what we 


both of perſons and Sacrifices in Chriſt, not in the worthineſſe af 
our ſelves er of our workes, He thathath this faith, he and his ſer- 
vices ſhall pleaſe God, heethar hath ir nor cannot pleaſe God what- | 


foever he doth. Let mcetherefore commend unto you the care of | 


ſearchin 


a 
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Id, 


ſearching into your heans, whether you have this faith or no, +52. 
that you belceve your ſelves in yourſelves to be miſerablo finners,bur 
confeſſe that Chriſt Jofus is a perte@ Saviour, and therefore even ) | 
eruſt upon Gods mercicin him for grace and falvation, WE RESS > 
| Baur the Scripture ſaith, chat be! was righteous, and faith, thae | 0,0 5 
he obtained witneſſe that hee was rightcous. Where hath hee thae | 
witneſſe £ Partly in that God teſtified of his gifts by accepting 
them (for he accepts nothing butthat which comes from a righteaus | 
man, he heareth no finncrs,) or more fully from the mourh of our 
 blefſed Saviour, who calleth him righteous £4bel, Note therefore 
thar Abel was a righteous man. The Scriprures give infinite com- 
fort and commendationto the righteous man. | 
Now thereis arighteouſneſſe of the Law and of the Goſpell. A | A wofold 

righteous man by the Law we ſhall finde none in allthe world, for. _— 
'S. Paul telleth us, that by the workes of the Lew no fleſh ſhall be juſti- | and Goſpell, | 
ed brfore God, and that there is none righteous, wo 108 one, and 7ob | Gl.2.16. 
[faith of himſclfe in this ſence, .that if hee ment to juſtifie bimſelfe, his Jn 
| owne cloathes would defile him, This righteouſncſle Randeth inancxa8t | | 
conformity to the Law of God in that a man hath not committed, 
neither. is prone and inclined to commit any of the things which 
| the Law doth forbid, nor hath nor omitted nor is not prone tq omit | 
any of the things which rhe Law doth command, bur 1s utterly free 
from all finne of omiſſion and commiſſion, and hath perfeRly fuls 
filled the Law inall points and degrees. Such a righteeuſhefle fince | 
| 4dams fall was never found, bur in our bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chrift. 
Therforethe Apoſtle ſaith, If righteoufneſſe were by the Law Chrift were Gal.2.21, 
| dead in waine, he meaneth,that if God appointed us now'to comete | 

Heaven for Chriſts ſake, upon condition of our perfee fulfilling the | 
Law, it would beto no purpoſe, for we ſhould not be ſaved by his | 
death; and after he ſaith, that he Law concludeth all under ſinne, that | Gal.z.22. 
the promiſe through the faith of Teſus Chriſt may be given to them that 
beleeve ; and before he had ſaid, 1f there had been? a Law given which | Gal.z.zx. 
could have given life, righteouſneſſe had beene by the Law, ſo that 
there was not a Law given that could give life, and therefore the | 
 Pfalmiſt confefſeth, that in Goas ſight there is no fleſh righteows,- and | pll.14z.2, 
'S. Paul durſt not ſtand to this righteouſneſſe which was his owne | 
by the Law. This Legall rightcouſneſſe ir would jultifie if we ' ] 
| had it, but wee have it not, for wee loſt it in our firſt Parents, in 
| whom all ſinned and all died, all were- made finfull and mort:all 
| creatures, and afinfull mortall creature cannot poſſibly performe ſuch | 
þ Law, as was given to a ſinneleſſe and immortall creature. There- 
fore wee muſt finde out another righecouſneflſe. by which ſome men 
| may be called righteous, and by which Abel was righteous, ſec 1 
| 
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| ing that by this righecouſneſſe the Scripture teſtifieth, that neither 
hee nor any other can be made righteous. This is the righteoul- 


| nefle of faith, the righteouſneſſe of rhe Goſpell, the righteouſnefſe | 
ns God, the righteouſneſſe which is by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, 
even 
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The Example of 
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teoulneſle in 


the Goſpecll. 


| 1, Imputed, 


| Rome443, 


% 


2.Inherent. 


Rom.6, T T, 


V-ctſc 13, 


| Verle 19. 


won cauſa reg- 
nandt. 
Bernard. 


| attaine this righteouſneſſe. By. this righteouſneſle alone we are juſti- 


Fia ad Te2rwm, Tr js not the cauſe of our life but the way toit, It 15a vertue wrought 


ceouſnefle which is by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt. 


| F 
Adoublerizh4| : . Now there is a double rightcouſneſſe raughr in the Goſpell. The! 
one is made ours by impntation and is not ours by inherenciez wee | 
never performed it our ſelves, bur another performed ir. for us and | 
we have it imputed to us: It'is by S. Pal deſcribed thus. A righ-. 
reouſnefle without workes imputed to the happy man, not fimply.; 


EE .—_. .eR 


without workes, for that is impoſſible, becauſe the Law cannot be: 


by our ſelves,” as it is ſaid of Abraham, that hee wrought not but did 
truſt. in him that juſtifies the ungodly. Abraham wrought diligently 
and plentifully, how then canit be ſaid that he wrought not 2 hee | 
meaneth that he did not worke that by his owne workes hee might 


fied. Itisthe perfe& and exaQrightcouſncſſe of our Lord Jefus Chriſt 
accepted for us and put toour reckoning. For he was our ſurcty, he 
tooke our nature, hee bare our finnes, hee fulfilled our duty and. 
bare-our puniſhment, and ſo ſatisfied Gods juſtice 1 our roome, 


 ouſneſſe commended to us by the Goſpell. 'To this and this alone: 


——— 


nall at the hands of God. By merit of this are we pronounced juſt 
by God at his heavenly Tribunall, and in the [Judgement of our 
| owne confſciences, and hereafter ſhall be ſo pronounced openlyar'the 
| is declared the righteouſneſſe of God from faith to faith. 

| Butthe Goſpell telleth of another righteouſnefle that is a compa- 


'nion of this, alwaicsat the ſame time and by the ſame meanesgiven | 


that this is given, andir is a quality inherent in us and wrought in us 
by the Spirit of God, and floweth immediately from ourfaith. The 
' Apoſtle S. Paul doth deſcribe it plainely, ſaying, that Wee muſt 
count oxr ſelves dead unto finne but alive unto God, and then ſaith, Wee 
' muſt not yeeld ony members as weapons of unrighteouſneſſe unto ſinne, but 
4s "_ of righteouſueſſe to God, and ſaith, Wee are become ſervants 
to righteouſneſſe, and that wee muſt yeeld our members ſervants untorigh. 
teouſne ſſe, and againe, mmſt raigne by righteonſneſſe unto life eternall. 


in us, by which weare madeable to firive and indeavour, and defire 
to keepe the Law, A man till he be juſtified by faith and reconciled 
| to God, is:eftranged from the Lord and fromthe life of God-andis 
= enemy in his minde, .and..is dead in finnes, 'and loves finne and 
| will not leave it, and out of aſtiffe and -ſtrong bent of will to ſinne 
; Cannot but ſerve finne, and will and reſolve to continue ſerving itin_ 


| one kinde or other. 


— 


4 
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Now 


Cra P.4:\ 


j 


| ever the righteouſneſſe of God without the Law, and the righ-. 


MODS ITO 


fulfilled but by working according to its direRion, and-unlefle the.- 
law be fulfilled there is no perfe& rightcouſnefſe, but a righteouſ-;, 
neſle without any workes of ours, and therefore without the Lawtoo, ' 
for the Law accepteth of no righteouſneſſe but that which is wrought 
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and:is become The Lord our righteouſueſſe. This is the one rightes- | 


_— 


'we muſt cleave for the obtaining of remiſſion of ſinnes and life erer-| 


laſt day, to this S.Pasl cleaved. This the Goſpell taught, for therein | 
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Now thisis alſo 2 righteouſneſle ofthe Goſpell,and it differs from 
| chat of the Law in two things, 1. In regard of the degree, it is. 
imperfe& and defcAive, failing inmany things, but it is vpright and. 
fincere, allowes not its failings, but wich an upright defire tiriverh.; 
to perfettion, and is ſtill labouring againſt us impertecions, > 
| 2. It differs from the righteouſnefſe of the Law. in uſe; for the 
Law doth require this righteouſneſſe as an accompliſhment of the 
Covenant of workes, to juftifie us before God by the merit and. 
worth of ir; but the Goſpell requireth this as an a of obedience 


| 
| 


. 


| alone to ſhew our thankfullneſſe, and to proove us truly juſtified be- | 


fore God, becauſe as it is ſaid, There is n0t 4 Law given which could 


— —_ 


th 
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| zive life, ſecing that all have ſinned and come ſhort of the glory of Ged, 
and whoſoever goes about to put this righteouſneſſe into the uſe 


of juſtifying him before God, Imeane of attaining cternall life ang | 
remiſſion of finnes from God by vertue and worth of it, that _ 
| 


cannot but be damned, becauſe he cannot have the impured nights 
ouſhefle and the inherent both for that purpoſe. If he truſt to Chriſts ' 


truſt to Chriſts, ſeeing S. Paul oppoſeth them as things contrary 
ſaying, #0t having mine owne but Chriſts, which were weakely {| ” 
ken, if a man could have both to the uſeof juſtifying: yea he ſaith, 


| 
| 
| 


| 


 ſraned, and He that confeſſeth bis ſinnes,&c. And if you tare to mee 1 


| 


ly. 5 Paul would havethe righteouſneſſe which is by the faith of Je- 
[ {us Chriſt, I befeechyou lookethat you be ſo rightequs men as Abe} 


He that will be juſtified by the Law is fallen from grace, and Chriſt 
become of none effet# unto him; and by the Law he ſcekes to. be ruſtind 
_— to be juſtified before God by doing rhis _ by his ow 
working. 

Now of a man that is thus righteous, there are three ſe,phine 
and evident fignes. 1. Hee defireth ro know and doe all char- 
God revealeth to him out of his Word. 7 have lifted up mine hangs 
unto thy teſtimonies which 1 have loved, and O that my heart were_» 
dixefied to keepe thy righteous judgements, then ſhall I nat be confounded 
when I have veſpef# t0 all thy Commanacments, 2. Hee confeſleth and 
bewailerh before God his failings and errours, that breake forth in 
him quite contrary to his purpoſe and defire. Againſt thee have 7 


w:ll turne to you, for If wee ſay we have no ſinne wee deceive oyr ſelves, 


Bat if wee confeſſe our ſinnes hee & faithfull, &c. 3- He reſteth wholy | 


cepration of his indeavours: So ſaith Tohz, If any man fine, wee have 
an Advocate with God leſus Chrift the righteous, and hee s the Propi- 
tiation for ſine, and Abraham beleeved in God that juſtifieth the unzog- 


| was, elſe you ſhall never be ſaved. For even Balgaps ſaw, thatqnly 
the righteous ſhould be ſaved, and therefore he wiſheth, Let mee gje 
the death of the righteous aud let my laft endbelike bs. © 


| 


righteouſneſſe he cannot truſt to his owne, if tohis owne he cannax | 


by his payne: | 


upon the mercy of God in Chriſt for pardon of his fulings and ac- | 


— 
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Rom, 3.33» 
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Now we have the good of Abel, we thould ſpeake gf his ev 


[ET 


Abel mentio- | 
ned in Scrip- : 
ture, and wh 


» 


| but wee have none to ſpeake of. For the Holy io nb narrgl | 
us 


——Y 


Gzn' The Example of Cunavr.4 


ſpeR unto his 
eifts, 


| of his gifts, 


Pro.15.8, 
Pſal.1 Jo7e 


|] 2 Cor.1.12, 


His proſperi- 
3 1s proſperi  Theg 


| | : I 
|2.Gaye witnes|\ We cannot affirme any thing concerning the meanes by which 
and teſtimony! the Lord did expreſſe- the liking of Abel and his Sacrifice, but : 


he hath refpe& uhto rhemand to their Services ; he likes their perſons, 


| loves their workes. The prayer of the wpright i his delight, ſaith Sale. 


- ; . . - . 
| Pſalme, he accepts their burnt Sacrifices, that is, all their holy ſer. | : 


| therefore beare tcſtimonic to their workes, even at the laſt day ; yea 


| us of any evill thar hee committed, not becauſe he had none, but | 


becuaſe his life was ſo ſhort, and withall fo good, that the Lord | 
faw it not fie to make mention of any, and ſurely though the Scrip- 
ture-doe report the faults of other godly men, yet it ſeemes here to 
ſer forth Caine and Abel as the two ſceds,the one of the Woman, 
the other of the Serpent, and therefore of the good ſeed mentions 
no faults, becauſe in him God ſaw none, that is, would not impure | 
any. | | 
Now letus conſider thethings that befell him, x. Good, 2. Bad. 
pood arctwo, firſt God had reſpe& unto his gifts. Secondly, 


God gave witneſle and teſtimony of his gitts. 


Yo 
{ 1» God had re-| * +4199;agh, fu n 
unto his | -\-He had reſpe unto them for the preſent, he gave teſtimony to them 


both ar that time and alſo after by the pen of Moſes and by the tongue | 
of our Lord Jeſus,calling him righteous «Abel. 


that it was' by ſome ſenſible and evident figne diſcoverable by Care | 
as well as by himſelfe, Caines doggedneſſe ſtirred up by it doth 
clearcly cvince. The Lord hath reſpect unto his true hearted ſer- 

vahts, that worſhip him in truth and in faith, and aretruely righteous, | 
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mm, The righteous Lord loveth righteouſneſſe. God doth to his faith- 
fall children ſooner or later evidently diſcover his approbation and. 
liking of them and their workes, as David prayeth, Accept the_s 
words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart, yea he doth make | * 
knowne this his favourable acceptation, by which as it is in the| 


vices, he makes it knowne by the comfortable teſtimony of the Ho- 
'ly Ghoſt, as Par! ſaith, 7h is my glorying, the teſtimony of my cen- 
' ſcience that in ſimplicity, #c. When Gods people walke in Gods 
/ waies, he cauſerh his Spirit to witneſle with their ſpirits, and their 
[ſpirits to witneſflſe to them, that themſelves and their waies pleaſe 
' God, by which their ſpirits are refreſhed and comforted againſt all 
, the taunts and opprobries of ſinners and ſcoffers. And this is a ſuf- 
ficient recompence to all our Jabours and for all our ſufferings that 
| God accepteth us. If hee accept us, what need wee care though 
' the world deride and ſcorne and hate us. O let thoſe that have 
'Teene God thus vouchſafing to reſpe&t them, comfort themſelves 
In that, yea I ſhall not need to give them ſuch advice, this appre- 
| henfion of Gods gratious accepting us is athing ſo ſweete and delight-| | 
full, that the people of God which have enjoycd it, will preferre | ? 
| it before the approbation of all men. For whom he thus reſpedteth, | | 
| them will hee likewiſe approve in the face of all the world, and | :- 


— 


the lighr to which he that doth well delighteth to come, that will | ; 


| make it knownethat his workes be wrought of God, 7ohr 3.11. x 
| Gods 


M—— 


Gen. yr | Abel. C HA P.4.. 37 


Gods Spiric within, if Gods Word without doe teſtifie of your 
deeds , that they bee wrought in God , how -caſie a thing is 
it ro flcight and deſpiſe the falſe and fooliſh cenſures of the 


Id ? | 
"Wu now come we to the evills that he ſuffered;for Gods people | +His adyerſi- 


muſt ſuffer evill for well-doing, his Brother hated him, laiedatraine| Fe led by 
for him, ſlew him. bel was the firft Martyr, the firſt man- that | kis Brother. 
F {died for goodnefle; hee was Gods firſt Witneſle, as Steves was 
| |Chriſts. Thoſe that will live godly in Chrift muſt ſuffer perſecution, | » Timeg.12. 
4 and of whom, even of the deareſt friends they have in the fleſh, 
and how farre evenro the lying in waite for their lives and taking | 
{ the ſame away. The Lord would havethe firſt bloud that was ſpilr, | 
ſpilr in his quarrell, in his holy quarrell, in ſtanding for righteouſ- 
| neſſe ſake, that we which follow after might learne to ſtick cloſe 
to this cauſe, and not to feare to lay downe our lives for it. - S. 7ohn 
| cells us, no wonder if the worla hate us. The world is the number 
' of unſanQificd menin the world, theſe will hate ſuch as CA4vel the 
' righreous, yea if Father be unrighteous and Sonne righteous, Bro- 
[ther righteous and Brother unrighteous, Husband righteous and Wite| i 
unrighteous, the Father, Brother, Wife, will hate and malignethe 
childe, the Brother and the Husband. God hath put enmiry be- 
twixt the ſeed of the Woman and of the Serpent; good and bad| 
| AE of rwo. contrary natures, what the one loveth the other hateth, j 
and contiarily, this contrariety in diſpoſition will breed contrariety | 
in aff-Qtion, Hee that is a Cazxe, a formall Hypocrite and ſatisficth| 
Ms Lond — yr _ him = worſhip-| | 
, «th in ſpirit and 1ntruth, Th*'y that are after the fleſh will perſecute_>| ca... | 
: 26 2g after the ſpirit, _ all rhat will = ſuffer ac T 
; for it. Prepare your ſelves to meecte with the ſame meaſure that 
Abel met withall z you had need of patience faith our Saviour. Be| 
not diſcouraged at the hatred and ill uſage of wicked men, but have 
| reſpect to the recompence of reward, looke to the end of your 
faith, ſer the joy before your eyes and feare not any of theſe things 
{that you may ſuffer. An over-tender ſpirit is not fit to be Chriſts 
Souldier, if you will raigne with him you muſt be' crucified with 
him. Arme, arme my Brethren, arme, you arc in the barrell, you| 
mu:t expe knocks, bur be not diſmaied, the viQory ſhall be yeurs. | | 
q ' God will ſo ſtabliſh you that you ſhall not. be driven out - of the | 
| way of righteouſneſſe, by any thing that Satan can do by the world: 
| and hee conquers that keepes cloſe to the waies of righteouſneſle 
| what ever he ſuffer. | pes 
| Wee have done with CAbels life, wee bring him to his death, at His death. 
| whar age we cannot ſhew you, but in what manner and by whoſc| - | 
hand we can tell you. Here is a tragicall narration, the murderer, 
a bad man and a Brother, the murdered agood man anda Brother, 
and the quarrell goodneſſe, and the manner ſodaine and unexpe- 
Qed and violent. Fleſh and bloud perhaps would finde faulx _ 
FE, | »” 
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| 1] God, why did not God prote& Abel when the world had ſo fow 


i a Cor.Ig. I 9. 
Col. 3.3,4- 


Abels death 
was violent 


and (odaine, 


Rr pm _ 


. [godly dwell in ſafety in the midft of their enemies, and walke 1n a 


res: 


Inhabitancs 2 was it not pittie that one ſhould be taken out of it 
ſo untimely and in ſuch a manner « and much more was it not 

ittie thar the more godly and the more uſefull ſhould be fo foone 
bark of life 2 Itis athing thar a ſhallow wit is rcady to impleade 
God for. But God is ſuch a ruler that will order things according. 
to his owne perfe& wiſedome. It ſhall be worſe in ourward reſpeas 
withthe good then with the bad, the ſinner ſhall out-live the Saint, 
and flouriſh in the world when the other is rotting in the grave, and 
why ſo? that God may teach them hereby to looke for. happineſle | 
in another world that is to come, that they may expe a better and 
induring ſubſtance in Heaven. If in this life onely wee had hope, wee 
were of all men the moſt miſerable:but,We are dead with Chriſt and our | 
life is bid with God in Chriſt. When Chriſt ſhall appeare then ſhall wee 
| aſe appeare with himin glory. We mult not rherefore be offended at 
the miſeries which befall the godly in this life, but cauſe our mindes 
to look beyond the world unto the future recompence. God were not 
juſt towards his people, if there were not another world where they 
ſhall have their portion,as the worldly minded have their portion in 
this life. - 

Now concerning ©A#els death, confider we that it was violent and 
ſuddaine, whereby we muſt be taught to walke alwaies ready for 
death, and to looke for it in every place by ſuch violent meanes asour 
ſelves cannot foreſee in particular. Who knowes whenor where he 
ſhall die, how ſoone, and by what meancs he muſt leavethis worl 
afore he be aware. Labourtherfore to prepare for death every day,get 
faith, ger repentance,gert new obedience, get your ſinnes pardoned, 
and your ſelves ſanfified, that if death come fodainely, yer it may 
| not be ſodaine to you, becauſe you have made your ſelves ready for 
it, if we be thus fitted for death happie are wethough it come with- 
out giving warning, but if we have not ſo firted our ſelves, we ſhall 
be moſt miſcrable though our death be leng and lingring, and come 
not with any violence. 

Yea we muſt learne to be thankefull to God for. his goodneſle in 
proteQing us againſt the rage of evill men, that they be nor able to| 
Cut usoff inthe midſt of our daies, as they would do if God did permit 
us to fall into their hands. No good manthat liveth but ſome Caine 
or other would ſoene. diſparch them out of the world, and doe the 
ſame thing for them that Caine here did for Abel, far the ſinner hateth 
the righteous and gnaſheth againſt him with his teeth, but the Lord will 
not givehim into his hands. Iris a divine providence that maketh the 


ery furnace and yet not be burned, and lie in the den of Lions 
and yet ot betouched by them. Now therefore let Abels example 
put you in minde to be ready alwaies for death, and to obſerve the 
goodneſſe of God in ſaving you from the hands of finfall men and 
ſpirits, that they cannot deſtroy and devoure as their malice and 
bY - might 
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(Ge x: » | Abel. CH P.4.| 39 | 


' might would cauſe them to doe, 1t God did not incompaſle you 


Ittle 1 | | i | Caincs pofte- 
rity, of whom little is ſpoken, becauſe the Lord intended a very ſhort o- poſte 


This Sonne begar a Sonne alſo and called him a4, the word | ,,,. ir 
; fignifieth (1! thinke) a City of one thar rulerh, of the Hebrew words | 6gnficrh. 

1 | Griz that fignifieth a City, and Rad that fignificth to beare rule, be- 

3 cauſe belike heh:d finiſhed thar City, and hoped to leave it to his 


And this 1rad begata Sonne and called him carebwael which fig- E 
nificth one thar is deſtroyed or blotted out by the Lord God,perhaps 
becauſe God had Jaid fore puniſhments upon them at that time;their 
fin increaſing againſt hin, 

This cMehmael begat Methuſael,which fignificth, one thar asketh 

after, Or requeſted his death : it may be,becauſe then men 
were fo afflited that they grew 
weary of life. 
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». HE roote of Woman-kinde were Adam and 


Eve. The branches were, 1. Bad, Caineand 
Caines poſterity. 2. Good. The firſt ſtocke,! 
Abel, the ſecond Caine and his poſterity. 
{ Now the linage of Caize is ſet downe in the 
Ya fixth generation, mentioning onely the eldeſt 
WY in adireR line. Adam had Caine, Caine Irad, 
he Methaiacl, he Methuſael, he Lamech, Lamech 

I - had two wives, one Adah, the other Zillah, 
Adah had Tabal and Inbal, Zillah had Tabal Cain, and a daughter 
called Naamah, ſhee is the firſt woman named after Ewvah, perhaps, 


Naamab wh 
lo called, the 


| becauſe ſhee was a woman of great power and name in her time,for 
; her name ſignifieth faire, or ſweete, or pleaſant, or beautifull, and 
it ſeemesthatin thoſe times beauty began to be much ſet by. Now 
for Lamech we muſt obſerve his faults, I meane of his behaviour,and 
the benefits he enjoyed and the miſery that befell him. _ 

His faults are, 1. He corruptedthe ordinance of marriage by taking 
[two Wives; God at firſt made but one man and one woman and joy- 
[ned them together, and Adam ſaid, they ſhall be one fleſh, ſignify-| 
ng that hee conceived it to be the will of God, that one woman 
ſhould ſerve for one man, and addes, 4 man ſhall forſake Father and 
E 3 Mother 


| 


ficlt woman 
named after 
Eve,and why? 


Lamechs faulcs, 
His Polyga- 

my,the firft be- 
ginner of it, '| 


Io 
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[ 
| | eMother and cleave to his wife, not wives. But this man | would not | 
| ſatisfie himſelfe with Gods appointment, his luſt (or all likelihood 
| it was his luſt,for what other cauſe ſhould move him ! cannot con- 
| jeure) would not be contained within the bounds of Jawfull matri- 
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Luke 16.18. | that he which putteth away his wife and marricth another commits adul- 


this wicked man, that hee would leape over the poles as it were 
which God had fixed. Thething was navght, and his doing it firſt 
before others made ir werſe in him, and made him guilty of their 
faults that after followed it upon his example. For indeed it was 
quickly rakengp and praiſed in the world, inſomuch thar it conti- 
nued to-the-time of Abraham, and was practiſed alfo by him as a 
thing not reputed finfull. For when finne hath gotten yeeres and ex- 
amples upon its backe it doth many times ceaſe to becounted whar 
itis, and goes under the repute of a lawfull thing, though it be in it 
ſelfe even ſomewhat evidently unlawtull ; becauſe partly the minde 
' of man corrapted by the pleaſing or profitable effects of it, is wil- 
ling not to thinke irfinne, and the judgement is cafily ſweyed by the 
| will, and parcly becauſe the example of men doth worke too much 


| | to draw unto evill, asan heavie thing is eafily caſt downeward. 

2 His revenge) Now to polygamic he addeth a notorious revengefulineſſe. Ha- 
fullneſſe. | ving married a couple of women, it ſeemes he found ſome diſtem- 
pers inthem and therefore to calme and over-awe them a little, hee | 
| falls to breath our revenge with violent threats, ſaying, that he would 
| kill a man in his wound, or for his wound, hee meanes becauſe of a' 
weund received, and a young man for his hurt or bruiſe, he meanes becauſe 
of a bruiſe or ſtripe given him, yea he gocs farther and adds,thar if 
boon ſhould be avenged ſeyen-fold then kee ſeventy times ſeven 
fold. If any man whoſocver he were ſhould hurt him, hee ſhould 
dic for it, yea were he never ſo young and luſty a fellowthat ſhould 
offer to ſmite him, it ſhould coft him his life, and he would proceede 
| toan higher degree of revenge, then that which God himſelfe had 
| appointed to Carres murderer, viz. heewould be revenged ſeventy 
= PIE | times ſoven times more, that maketh in all almoſt five hundred times 
revenge. | aS much more, here is paſhon and pride in all extremity. To re- 
| | venge is to render evill for evill, to revenge a thing ſeven times is to 
| j\nfict arhing ſeven times more grievous upon a wrong doer then ow 
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G EN. Lamech,&c, CHAP. 4.) 43 
which he did to another, to revenge ſeventiertimes and ſeven istolay 
an evill 490 times more heavie then that received. The Lord of 
Heaven hath cauſe, becauſe hee hath authority, to inlarge his aa 
| niſhing juſtice, and to execute a threat of ſeven times revenge, bc-: 
| cauſe after ſuch athreat to commit the faule makes ir ſeven degrees 
| more faulty, as being an audacious deſpifing of his anger, and ave- 
ry ſetting his threats at naughr, but for any manto exccede meaſure | 
fo farre in puniſhing though he were a lawfull Magiſtrate, puniſhing 
the malefactor art the complaint and inſtance of the wronged perſon, | 
\ it were a great offence, How much more then for a private man ſo 
farre to exceede all degrees in reſpe& of a wrong done to himſelfe. 
Sure he that threatens to be revenged 400 times more then Cazne,con- 
ceived himſelfe to be more excellent than Caize 400 times, for ac- 
cording tothe meaſure of the parties worth that was wronged, muſt | 
the revenge be increaſed. O how proud a man was hee ! that 
durſt ſo farre preferre himſelfe above his great grand-fathers Father, 
for ſo was Caize, who being then alive and departed from under the 
governement of Adam, was now the King of all the ſonnes that 
deſcended from him, during his-life, and the Prieſt too, for King- 
domes and Prieſt-hoods in thoſe firſt times went to the cldeftof the 
; family by fucceſhon. Theſe were chicfe Rulers in matters civill 
and religious. He was therefore a very haughty minded man, and 
a very pathonate angry man, and ſo avery revengefull man which 
ſpringeth from pride and and paſſion. 
Theſe be his faults, yet ſeehow good and paticntrhe Lord ſhewes 
| himſelfe unto ſuch awretch, for hee had two ſonnes by one wife, | 1;, benekies, | 
and aſonne and daughter by the other, God gave him the fruit of | he tadchildren} 
| marriage, though he were the firſt that ſo ſhamefully abuſed mar- 
riage, for God doth nor inſtantly ftretch forth a puniſhing arme a- 
oainſt an offender, and rheſe ſonnes of his too were very active and 
profitable men, of good parts and account, as appeares by their in- |  _. 
ventions mentioned in the Text. But yet he is not left quite unpu- | 2 a—_— 
niſhed, for his life was unquier, as appeareth by his threatning and | quiet life by | 
bragging what he would doe, for ſuch kinde of threars be but boa- | *<aſon of his | 
ſtings of the future time. It is notto be doubted of bur thar his two | 
wives, what by the brawles which would fall out berwixt themand 
their children, and what by the ſtirres that they would make with 
him, cachto have himtake her part againſt the other, made his life 
| uncomforrable; ſo that hee was faine to ſee if hee could make the 
 matrer a little better by big and violent words,to keepe themin awe 
oy feare whom duty could not order. Now this is Zawech. 

| Let us make ſome uſe of his Example, even to blame our ſelves | The uſes of 
for having commitred, if wee have committed the like finnes to his, | all. 

that we may be drawne to repentance which he was never ſo happyas 
to performe. 

; Secondly, toarme our ſelves againſt thoſe finnes,. and to abound 
ou the contrary vertues, for ſo it is our duty, as Bees doe honey our 
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more grievous before God by how much they fhew a more impudent | 
| 


tion. 
| Againe, have none of you beene paſſionate, angry, and full of | 


threats, working in: proud wrath as Salomon calls it, and as here, you 
may ſee wicked Lamech doing with an angry voice, and a counte- | 
nance ſutable thereto. You may be ſure he calls upon his wives to 
leave their brawling and let him ſpeake, and then bluſters out theſe 
words, that he would kill the man whoſoever ſhould wrong him. Are | 
'not there ſome men among you ſo mad and furious, thatthey rhreaten 
(bloud and death to any that ſhall wrong them. O this wrathfull and 
angry roaring as I may call it, is afigne of much folly and pride, and 
| therefore doe not pleaſe your ſelves in it, asthey doe moſt rimes that 
{aregiventoit, burabhorre it, and judge your ſelves for it, and hum- 
[bly acknowledge to God,that you have deſerved his wrath for ſhew- 
'1ng your owne wrath ſo immoderately. And laſtly conſider, have you 
'not beenerevengefull men 2 that would take no wrong but returne 
| death and ſlaughter for a ſtroke, a wound, and ſeven yea tweaty, and 
If you were able an hundred blowes for one, yea death for a word 
| — \ ſpeaking,and agreatevill for alittle. h 
js-7 ci * | Brethren, revenge is a fearefull finne ; there are two waics of re- 
| ' venge, ſome doe compaſle it by maine ſtrength, preſently and openly 
/1f one wrong them, they raile or ſtrike and lay about them, as it were | 
| :an angry Dog or Beare or other Beaſt, others be more ftill in their 
' revenge, they lay itup in ſtore and ſetit on the ſcore till a fic oppor- 
; cunity come, and then they pay him home with the like and more thar 
| | hath wrongedthem, both theſe revenges be naught, and it is hard to 
1 | ay whether is the worſe of the twaine : the one hath more craft, the | 
other more furie, both ſhew an heart deſtitute of all meekeneſſe and | 
charity and faith. If you have found your ſelves ſo diſpoſed, untill 


yau repent you ſhall be ſure to finde God as bitter againſt you. He 
& will 
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f furie. And yet alas where ſhall you finde breaſts that doe not beare 
[rhe ſtzmpe of Lamechs words withinthem, that perhaps be not come 
itoſuch an high degree as he was to revenge 490 times, bur are come ;/ 


Gu x: | Lamech,8&c, Curars. | 


— 


—— 


will be revenged of the revengefull. He will be an enemy to him that] 
| will FGghtand keepe a ſtirre if he be touched or wounded. Doe nor 
count it valour to give ſtroke for ſtroke or wound for wound,or blow 
for blow, it is an helliſh valour, ir isnot man-hood, it is dog-hood, 
lor I may terme it beare-hood, it is brutiſh, ſo will a Lion or a bruit 


| creature. It is not courage but outrage, it 1s not fortitude but meere | 


tothar, that they reſolve and purpoſe, if a man wound them,they will | 


| wound him againeif they can, if any man ſtrike, they will doe the 


beſt they canto ſtrike him againe. Beloved, hee in whom this finne 
raigneth, is a wicked man though ir be not of ſo high agrowth in | 


| him as it was in this wretch. He that holdeth this purpoſe, I will 


| 


| requite blow with blow, wrong with wrong, he is not atrue Chri- 
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| Secondly,I anſwer, that God hath the rule of things, and as the 


i —__— —— —__—_——c 


ſtian, for he doth not overcome evill with good, but is overcome. 
with evill. He is a man that lives allowedly in a finne as bad in 
Gods account as theft or whoredome. Revenge in Gods account is. 
a finneas foule and touler then luſt or injuſtice, I befeech you ex- | 
amine your ſelves, and if you have found your ſelves carried away | 
with revenge, and reſolve to beſo ſtill, take notice that you be roo | 
liketo Zamech to be the children of God, Our Saviour commands us | 
if our neighbour offend to forgive him till ſeventy times ſeven times, 


 T thinke alluding to this very ſpeech of this here in the Texr,and in- | 


tending to teach you to labourto abound in patience, meekeneſle, and | 
forbearance, as much as he abounded in prond revengefullneſſe. 

If any ſay, why then 1 ſhall expoſe my ſelfe ro all manner of 
wrongs. 

I anſwer, firſt, if oneſhould doe ſo, better ſuffer all manner of in- 
juries from man, then to have God enter into judgement with him 
for all his finnes, 


ſheepe muſt dwell in ſafety not by their owne ſturdineſſe, but by the 
care and diligenceof the Shepheard, ſo muſt Gods peopleenjoy free- 
dome from wrongs not by their owne violence bur by his protedion 
and wiſedome. 

And laſtly, I ſay if the wrongs be notorions and ſuch as it 
1s not firto ſuffer, God hath put the ſword of revenge into the Ma- 


—_— 


Mat,1 8.22, 


piſtrates hands, and ſo farre as the heart is not imbittered with ma- | 

| lice, but ſceketh alone his owne defence and ſafety without trium- 

| PRing inthe ſmart of an enemy, it is very lawfull to ſeeke him for 
eſcue. 

| So have wedone with Lamech, we 20e on to his three ſonnes thar 

| were profitable perſons and inventers of good arts, atthe leaſt per- 

| feRers. 


The one perfeted thar part of husbandry which conſiſts in fee- 


Lamechs three 
ſonnes inven- 
| TErS of Arts, 


| 


\ding cattell and making tents to ſhelter both the Shephcards and the | 


Lo ____ ſheepe 


| 
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The uſes of all, 
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The Example of 
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likely 


matter, invented the way of making linnen cloath and fo with fitting : 
that upon poles with peggs and ſtakes to keep of great ſtormes and heat, 
yea by this meanes they could carrie their houſes with them whither 
ſocver they had occaſion to travell for paſture ſake, andrhis kinde of 
fecting life, dwelling in ten's and following cattell continued to. 
Abrahams time and long after, yeair was the commandement of 
Tonadab to the Rechabites that they ſhould alwaies liveſo. Thisthcre- 
fore was a commodious and beneficiall invention,and it is for lus praiſe. 
that firſt deviſed it, much is owing him by thoſe that comming aitcr 
have enjoyed the benefit of his devices. 

Inbal the next Sonne of Lamch, he vias a man not given ſo much to 
toileſome profit as to merriment and ſport, he was a lover of muſicke, 
and he perteRed the art of making Organes,and you mutt underſtand, 
playing upon them too, for to what purpoſ> would hee finde them | 
' out but to play on? (This is alawfull invention and good and com: | 
fortable. Cheerctullneſſe and Mirth ſothatir be moderate and vrell 
| guided for the circumſtances, is a lawfull thing, whether Muſcke by 
| voice or inſtrument, whether winde inſtruments or other hand inſtru- 
' ments, It is avery good and lawfull thing to ſolace ones ſelfe with 
; muſicke, and a warrantable recreation, ſo that it be not abuſed, and 
' hee that firſt found it out is to be counted a benefactor ro man- 
 kinde. | 
' But the laſt named, he was the moſt profitable inventer, he har | 
found ontthe art of irenworke, he was ancexcelient Smith. Fhis was : 
' Tiubal Caine, thought to bethe ſame thatthe Hearhens called Fulcaxe. ! 
Smiths are a neceſſary calling. Their art is helpefull to all other Sci- | 
'ences both for peace and warre, rothem belongeth the making of all | 
the neceſſarieſt inftruments of husbandry, of all fort of tooles for | 

other rrades and of armes alſo for the Souldier. No pert of mans 

life can be without iron worke. A knife, a key, an harcher;a forke, ' 
, aſaw, a matrock, aſythe, a raking hooke, a chezill, a ſword, a ſpears, ; 
2 ſhicld, an helmet, who can reckon up the things that Smiths do | 
' make for mans uſe. This was therefore an exceeding fruitfull inven- | 
tion, ſo much the more ro be commended by how much it is more | 


—_— 
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' weariſomeand laborious, for it is you know a ſtrong labour in ſome | 
| things andacurious in other things, and much of it is much annoyed | 
' with heate about the fire. And thus hath God ſtored the world with | 


| 


; needfull arts, by meanes of Lamechs ſonnes that were it ſeemeth un- | 
{anQified men. 
We muſt make ſome uſe of a!l this, firſt, ro be thankefull unto | 


——— —— 


| God that hath imparted to ſome men ſuch good wits and underſtan- 


dings 
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ſheeve, rhat with thoſe moveable habitarions they might be able | 
| ro drive their cattell from place to place for the beſt paſture. Ir is 
that before his time they were faine to be content with the | 
ſhade of the trees, or with ſoinc cave under ground, or a few turfes 
pur upon ſome ſticks of wood which they had made a ſhitr to get in- 
| to the ground or ſome ſuch like. But he conſidering better of the ! 


| actin. as tn. 
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dings that they were ableto finde gut and perfect thoſe ſeverall Sci-' 
ences and Callings, for how toyleſome and uncomfortable'would our 
lives be if we did not enjoy theſe helpes and comforts. Even this 
naturall abiliry is from God and deſeryeth thankes from us. 
| Apainc, men mult fer themſclyes to be profitable to the world, by 


| 


| 
| 
} 


41 


{ cither inventing or adding to the inventions of othersin any kinde. It | 
is good to doc ſomething for which the world may be the berter, | 
| and not tocome into the world meerely as rats and mice onely tode. 
voure victuals and to runne ſqueaking up and downe. Be you fol- 
lowers of ſuch, if you cannot invent and perfeQ an art, yer learne 
{and follow ſome that is already invented. "Theſe men were not 
 idlesbees, doe naughts; O be you as good ar leaft as theſe ſonnes| 
I of Lamech, onely labour ro be ſo moderate in following and ufing | 
| all theſe earthly things, that you be nor earthly minded thereby, bur ' 
' may become carcfull of things that pertaine tothe ſoule and ro ano-' 
ther life, as well as of thoſe thar belong to this preſent life and to 
this body of clay. It is good to uſe the world bur not ro love it, to 
ſet our hands on worke about the rhings of ir, but not to ſet our | 
hearts upon ir. Thisis a baiting place and not a place of habitation, 
we make a journey through this world,we donor dwell in the world. 
' O let our mindes and defires and wiſhes be in Heaven, and let us 
doc thoſe outward things with reference unto Heaven, that by pro- 
| firing men and ſerving God in a calling, we may make our way to | 
Heaven the cafier, and our wages there the greater. And fo much 
for thelinage of Caize. = To 
| Now we come to another off-ſ ring of Adam. It is not te be 
thought that he remained childlefle till the birth of $ezh,or that God 
would ſmite him inthar newneſſe of the world with ſo long a bar- | 
rennefſe, or that he ſo long forbare ſociety with Evahr. As 'it is | 
ſaid, that he lived an hundred and thirty yeeres and bezat Seth, (o it 
; is ſaid, hee /ived long after and begat ſonnes and dangbters; there- 
fore it is likely alſo, that in that hundred and thirty yeeres before 
| he begat ſonnes and daughters,but becauſe the Lord intended to draw 
| our the linage of Chriſt, therefore helets all the reft goe and faſtens 
atone upon Seth, of whom the promiſed ſeed was to come ina direct | 
; line : Of Seth chen we muſt ſpeake. His Birth gladded Evah and |, 1c... 
; Adam too nodoubt, becauſe they underſtood by revelation from | ofhim. 
| God, that he ſhould be a godly man. Therefore hee is called $h, 
F rhat is,he hath appointed, becauſe ſairh ZEuah, God hath appointed mee 
f anther ſeed inſtead of Abel whom Caine ſlew. Loe it is an hundred | ©2425: 
and thirty yeares after and yet ſhee hath not forgotten the murder of 
Caine, Theinfamy of a finne will cleave long to a mans name, and 
the griefe of acrotle if irbe a ſtinging croſfe indeed as this was, will 
lielongupon the ſoule. Burwhy faith ſhee a ſeede inſtead of 4b, 
it may be it was, becauſe ſhee ſaw little piety and goodneffe inthe 
other ſonnes and daughters: none of them was like Abel in' religion 
_ godlineſſe. Bur for Seth ſhee underſtood that God would make 
| 6 him 
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| muſt ſet themſelves to follow the waies of vertue, thattheir aged Pa. 


( him as good a man as Abel, and therefore ſhee rejoyceth in him, | 


for a good Parcnt is little gladded in children, if they proove not| 
pious and gedly children , Gods children as well as his or hers; 
wherefore thoſe childrenthat would glad the hearts of their Parents, 


| mortall man, as areaſon of that name, why did his Father call him 
ſo, becauſe Gods name then began to be prophaned in calling upon, 
' men grew moreand more careleſſe and remifſe in Gods ſervice, and 
| did it in ſo bad and negligent and indevout a faſhion, as it was rather 
'a profaning then a worſhipping or honouring of his name. And this 


þ thinke that Adam and S:th did not long before this apply them- 
| 


c 


| Kaynites. Or it may be rendered, the it was begun to call by the 


| rents may have joy inthem. | 
Now of Seth nothing is ſaid, but that he begat a Sonne at an hun- 


dred and five yeares old, as the next Chapter ſhewes, calling him 
Ezoſh, that is, ſorrow or gricfe, becauſe of the many griefes and; 
ſorrowes to which men are ſubject in this life. Well may man have 
the name of ſorry given to him, ſo full of miſcries is he as 70h ſpake 
long after. Onely itis added, that in Seths daies men began to callon' 
the name of the Lord. Ir may be rendred (ſome thinke) the name of 
God was prophaned in calling on, that is, men grew then very pro-. 
phane in a carelefſe abuſing Gods publike Service and Worſhip. 
Others thus, 1henre was begun to call on the name of the Lord, tha: of 
men began more publikely and religiouſly and openly to call onthe 
name of God, to profeſle true piety more carefully in publike afſem- 
blies. It notes inthe former ſence a growing worſe of the times, 1n 
the latter a growing better. I am in doubt whether ſence to faſten 
/upon, Ithinke ratherof the twaine it is a taxing of the publike pro- 
fanation of God in abuſing his worſhip, becauſe it followes imme. ! 
diatcly upon the giving of the name Ezoſb, ſorrowfull, miſerable, 


'ſeemeth the ratherto be the meaning, becauſe there is little reaſon 


{elves tothe carcfull worſhipping of God in their aſſemblies, and to 
take allgood meanes to ſave themſelves from the corruprion of the 


(name of Lord, thatis, men beganthen to have that name giventhem 
' of the ſons of God,and this I like beſt of all the three, becauſe in the 

beginning of the fixt Chapter (which continues the ſtory, and the} 

fifr Chapter. is but a digreſſion pur in ro ſhew the age of the world ar 
the floud)*it is ſaid, the ſonnes of God ſaw the daughters of the ſonnes | 
| of ex. Whereby jtis apparent, that to the men thar profeſſed true 
| religion with {dam and Seth the name of the ſonnes of God was 
| Blven, and tothe reſt the name of the ſonnes of men; The profeſſors 
| of the true religion were called ſonnes of God, that did worſhip the 
| true God after the manner that God taught by «Adam. The other'| 
| were called ſonnes of men, that gave themſelves overto worldlineſſe, 
and vanity, and prophaneneſſe; for my part 1 ſuppoſe that before | 
the floud there was no Idolatry, becauſe the Holy Ghoſt would 
| not have omitted the taxing of that ſinne as well as thoſe it doth 
raxc 
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-e:. h141 beene thenuſed in the world. Bur let us take the words 
RD it was begun to call on the name of the Loyd, and then 
- ſhall be addedas a commendation of Seth, rhat in his daics religion 

to flouriſh more then ever before, by his diligence joyning 
with his Father Ada», much more reſpect was had to piety, and 
eater numbers of men imbraced the profeſſion of piety. And this 
ought to be the care of every good man to further the progreſſe of 
true religion,and to cauſe the name of God to be faithfully called up- 
[on of many. 2 | . 
Now of the reſt of Adams ſeed there is a Catalogue made inthe 
fifth Chapter of all the ancient Fathers, from the firſt man _A4daw 
| to Noah, in whoſe daies the floud fellout, by which ir appeares of 
| what ſtanding the world was, when it was growne fo corrupt, that 
the Lordcould no longer endure the manners of it. And inthis Ca- 
talogue the Holy Ghoſt rakes this order ; 1. He ſhewes of what age 
every one was when he begar his eldeſt ſonne. How many yeares he 
lived after the birth of that ſonne. 3. Howold he was when he died. 
Thenumber of the perſons arc in all ten, Adam, Seth, Enoch,Cainan, 
eAahalaleel, Tared, Enoch, Methuſelah, Lamech, and Noah. Adamara 
| [hundred and thirty yeares begar Seth, and after lived cight hundred 
yearcs and had more children in that time, and died aged ;nine hun- 
dredandthirty yeares. Adam was intruththeeldeſt man alltchings 
conſidered, for houg Metheſelah our-lived him thirty nine yeares 
(for he was nine hundred ſixty nine yeares, and 4Asam bur nine hun- 
dred-andthirty) yet Merhuſetsh was borne an infant, 4daw was made 
apcrfe man the firſt day, andinthoſe times a man was but a child ar 
thirty nine yeares, for no queſtion they would give their mindes to 
marriage inthat newneſle of the world, paucity of men, and plenty of 
ground ſo ſoone as they were fit for it. So Adams perfet eſtate ar 
the firſt countervailed the living of forty yearesand more. Seth he li- 
ved a hundred and five yeares and begat Eves, and living cight hun- 
dred and ſeven yeares begat divers more children, 'and ended his 
daics at nine hundred and two. Ezos lived ninety yeares and begar 
Cainan, &c. asyou may reade inthe ftory, - Nothing is mentioned 
of any one but the length of his life, the time when hee had his firſt 
ſonne, and that hee had more ſonnes. Onely of Henech. it is noted | Henoch. 
that he walked with God, that is, lived amoſt holy life apd thathe 
dicd not at all, but was tranſlated after hee had lived three hundred 
fixty five yeares. The Lord ſhortned the daies of his pilgrimage, and | 
rewarded his fingular picty with taking him up to Heaven, ſoule and 
body gol is pe Pom dying. He was changed withont any ſc- 
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parating of his ſpirit ffym his body, and'in him we have ancxaniple 
what ſhould have beenethe courſe that God would haveraken withall 
men if man had continued in the ſtate of innocency, viz. he ſhould 
not have died, ſoule and body ſhould never have departed ane-from | 
the other, burafter a man had proceeded ingodlineſſe, till hee had 
——_ ſo large a meaſure of ir, as inthis life hee could (for — 
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Heb.1 I,5o 


Plal. x19.166. 


? had anability to attaine perfet knowledge of God andthe creatures, 


. ® oy 


Adam were perfett habitually yer not actually, I meane though hee 


yet hee had nor yet actually gotten all ſuch knowledge as hee was 
to get both of God and of the creatures) then ſhould he have beene 
tranſlated into Heaven to ſee God immediately andto know him bet. 
ter then in this life hecould be knowne. Sinne entring cauſed death, 
had notthar come in we ſhould have gone to Heaven without death 
as this Henoch did. _ 
Now out of all theſe things written concerning theſe Ancients the 
direct parents of our Lord, wee gather this, that death is common 
toall, and how long ſoever a man lives ar laſt hee muſt leave the 
world, and therefore we learne twothings principally. 
Firſt, to prepare for death, that whenſocver 1t bcfalleth wee may 
change for the better not for the worſe, and this preparation for death 
muſt be not alone alittle before it comes, or at the houre of its ap. 
proach,bur in the whole courſe of our lite by beginning early to re- 
penrt and continuing daily to turne and renew our repentance, that ſo 
we maygetan aſſurance of our being raken from carthro Heaven : for 
hethat begins unfaignedly to turne to God and ſo continues, hee ſhall 
ſurely be ſaved. and for the moſt partſhall obtaine before his departure 
y . 

hence an aſſured apprehenſion of his ſalvation. Therefore hee muſt 
(as Henoch did) walke with God in a continuall care of obeying | | 
him, and labouring to hold faſt a conſtant perſwaſion of his favour | ! 
and love to him in his Sonne, for it is teſtified of Zxoch, that he plea 
ſed God, fo that what in Gevefes is called a walking with God, that 
S.Pawl calls pleaſing of Ged,and alſothat by faith he was tranſlated that 
he ſhould not ſee death,even by his beleeving and reſting upon-Gods 
mercy>for ſo it is ſaid, he belecved that God was and was a rewarder of 
them that diligently ſeeke him,which finding himſelfe to do, he reſolved 
 thar God would reward him : So muſt cach ofus walke with God,con- 
ſtantly reſolve and indeavourto pleaſe God in all things, and retaine 
in our ſelves anafſured peaſwaſion,that God will graciouſly accept and 
reward us in Chriſt, withgiving us lifecternall and cauſing us never to 
ſee the ſecond death : though we muſt not be freed from the firſt, for 
that was the ſpeciall priviledge of Z#och and Eliah and was never gran- 
ted to any otherthart we read. Labourtherfore to hold faſt in your ſoules| 
a firme perſwaſion of Gods loveto you in Chriſt, and withall a firme 
purpole of. pleaſing him in all things. Letfincere truth of obedience be 
joyned with a firme perſwaſion of Gods love, and the firme perfivaſion 
of Gods loye be joyned with a fincere indeavour of obedience, then 
death ſhall never come amiſſe,then youare alwaics ready for it, So D«- 
vial faith, Theve hoped in thy ſalvation and done thy Commandements. So 
thenit we would be ready for God we muſt doe two things. Turne to 
him and walkc with him. Toturneis to begin to walke with God, to 
walke with God is to continuetocurtieto him.O yethat have not begun 
to turne doe it to day, turne now, call to mind your formes evill 
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wates to judge your ſelves for them, to lament them, to ſecke _ 
DES. God 


0 OW OS —_— ——___ 
—__ _ i Mgt " 


Gs No Lamech,&c. ; C HA P.5. $1 | 


; :1 Chriſt forgiveneſſe of them and power againſt them, and 
: CORTE your ive upon his goodnefſe in Chriſt for pardon and 
helpe, and ſo have you made your peace, then keepe your peace 
'by 2 conſtant indeayour to pleaſe God in holineſle of life, and a Ton- 
tant renewing of your aſſured perſwaſton of his love. O happy man} 
he that can ſo fit himſelfe for his latter end. Brethren ler the mention 
! of the deaths of ſo many aged perſons, make you carcfull ro prepare 
for death; you that be young docir, becauſe death takes away young 
men as well asold, and youthar be old docit,becauſc you may mecte 
with it very ſuddcnly,and muſt needs meete with it aforeir be long. 
Againe, you ſeetheſelong-liv'd men here, wreſtling with the cor- 
ruptions of the world and their owne, ſome a longertime and ſomea 4 
ſhorter, butall in compariſon of our ſclves a great while. The longeſt 
[lived man for number of dayes was <Methuſelah who lived nine | - 
| hundred ſixty nine yearcs, but for perfeion of life Adam, who li- 
ved aperfet man nine hundred and thirty yeares. The ſhorteſt lived 
of all the Patriarkes was Noahs Farher, eMethuſelahs Sonne, Lamech, 
| for he lived ſeven hundred ſeventy and ſeven yeares, and died the 
| yeere before rhe floud, alittle before his Father Merhuſelah, who li- 
ved till that very yearethatthe floud came anddrowned all, and was | 
taken away thathe mighr nor ſeethe floud. 
| Nowwhy did God lengthen outthedaics of the Patriarkes * ge at 
I anſwer, chicfely to maintaine the knowledge of God and true re- | & Jong, 
ligion inthe world, that by the long life of one godly man, the truth 
which then was not put in writing, but by word of mouth delivered 
from man to man might be kept more pure and undefiled. Adamlived 
till Merhuſelah was two hundred forty and three yeares old. Methuſe- 
lah livedtill Sem the Sonne of Noah was one hundred yeares lacking | 
two; ſo that Sem talked with him that had talked with _{1dam, who 
could acquaint him with all things concerning thecreatures,the fall and | 
thepromiſed ſeed our of his certaine knowledge and experience, he 
' had beenemade of nothing, he had ſeene all perteRions, and Methuſe- | 
lah could tellitto Sem, and Sew lived to ſee 1/axc borne and a 
Father. Sothat 7/asc might ſpeake mouthto month with 
him that had ſpoken with him that had ſpoken | 
with 7d amthe firft man that cver was. 
| Was not this anotable con- ad 
frmarion of his 
Faith. | 
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£27 Ec have propounded particular Examples unto 
J you hitherto,as alſo the Scriptures have done. 
> Now followrig them, wee muſt ſer before: 
your eyes the Examples of an whole multi. 
| tude, even of an whole World, full of men 
\\ & and women, that gave themſelves to worke | 
| 98 wickedneſſe before the Lord. Iris called in; 
| RJ % Scripture, the old World, and the world of un-| a Pcr.2.5, | 
| godly. In the ſpace of a 1656, yeares the 
generation of mankind was growne to that height and exorbitancie 
| of wickedneſſe, that the patience of God could no longer _ 
; them. | | 
; Now concerning this Old World we will ſhew you threethings. | 
'T. Their ſinnes. 2. The goodnefſe of God to them notwithſtan-| 
ding their finnes. 3. The ſevere puniſhment thar fell upon them at the 
aft, andſo will make uſe of all. | Mapa = 
| Firſt, for their ſinnes, the Holy Ghoſt ſets them out in generall,! 1.1n general. 
and more particularly. In generall, the ſinne of man is ſaidto be great, | 
| and that every imagination of the thought of his heart was evill and one-  *-*5+ 
ty evill and that continually, Secondly, it is ſaid, that all fleſh had cor- Verſe 12, 
| F 3 rupted 
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houſe, 


| Why Gnne was] growth of ſinne. in thoſe times. 1. The long life of men, for ler an 
ſo great then] nnſanRified mar} continue long,and he will grow more and more fin- 


2.Ja particular, 


Mat.24-37,38. 


| I Pet.3. 20. 


Mite24.35. 


They all were| =. 
given over to] &d4VE them 
finning, except 
{ome in Noabs 


| alarge warning, a hundred and twenty yeares to repent, in which his 


in theſe two reſpeds, it was exceeding hainous and grievous inthar 
| they committed great and fowle finnes, in great abundance with great 
| wilfullnefſe, and gave themſelves to add finne to finne, doing no- 
thing but plodding and contriving wickedheſle, and then all men 
Faves over tothe ſame bad courſe, you could not finde: 2 
man that made ſcarce a ſhew of goodnefſe out of Noahs houſe. When 
all conſent together to ſell over themſelves to worke iniquity, and 
| gtow paſt ſhane or feare, running into moſt grievous and notorious 
finnes with greedineſſe and wilfullneſſe, this is very offenſive to Al- 
mighty God, and will certainely provoke his wrath to bring upon 
them ſome fearefull and heavie puniſhments. | 
Divers reaſons may be thought of thar cauſed this exceeding great 


full the longer he continues. Sinne by frequent exerciſe growes more 
and more violent and head-ſtrong. So living agreart ſpace of timethey 
grew above meaſure naught. _ 

2. They had ſtrong and able bodies together with healch and ability 
to enjoy the things of this life. | 

3- They had great peace in regard they all lived under apaternal| 
governement,-the apedſt inthe family ſtil] being pckhowledged the 
governour of the fkiaily,. and they had all one langfiage and ſo no 
great cauſe of controverſie, and one religion too, ir is like, ſeeing the 
Patriarkes lived ſo long, that they were immediately taught of God, 
ſavetharthey degenerated to prophaneneſle and the moti became of 
no religion, and ſodid not warre with the contrary little partie, un- 
lefſeit were with jeſts,ſcoffes and contumelies. Long life,grear ſtrength, 
great peace begat great wickedneſle. —_ 

But more particularly the Lord takes notice here of their xr. Un- 
lawfull and carnall marriages, 2. Of their violence and oppreſſion. 
And our Saviour telleth of their great worldlineſſe, that did fell 
overthemſelyes to temporall dealings, and cared nothing for better 
thingy and S.Perer tells of their obſtinacy in finning, and their not 
belegting nor regarding, they were diſobedient whileſt the long ſuffe- 
ring of God waited in the daies of Noah. Yea our Saviour telleth of 
their notable unbelcefe, that did not give any credit to Gods threats, 
nor knew of the floud till the waters came and drowned them. All 
 Noahs preaching prevailed not to make them take notice of the 
judgementthat hanged over their heads. 

The mercy of God towards them appearcth, in that he gave them 


Spirit continued to ſtrive with their wickedneſſe. God taketh to him- 
ſelfe the fimilitude of a man, who being greatly diſfpleaſed with the 


| over-ſuddenly. The ſtriving of Gods Spirit is a patient continuing 


ll carriage of his Inferiours, is faine to firive with himſclfe to keepe 
; downe his anger,thar it raiſe notyp it ſelfe againſt them in exceſſe and 


rupted his way upori the earth. So their naughtineſſe was remarkeable | 
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| co uſe the meanes of reclaiming finnets, to: ſee if it be poſſible to | 
' _ {winne them, Gods bounty taketh paines as it were to breake mans| 
; Gnfull hearr. So God reſolved to continue ftriving but fora hundred} 

| land twenty yeares, andall that while he determined to continue this \ 
| courſe of gentleneſfe, and withall hee uſed in that time the miniſtery' 
of Noah, who was therefore called a Miniſter and Preacher of righ- | 
| teouſnefſe by S. Peter, that he might reducethem to ſome repentance | * P25 
and amendment ; therefore is it ſaid, The long-faffering of God waited | 1 pcr-z.20. | 


[;z» Noahs dajes, and in all this ſpace they had great outward mer- 
| cies. Yea there wete men of great ſtature borne which prooved alfo 
| men of great renowne for wealth, riches, honeurs and outward emi- 
nencies, ſo thatthey felt no manner of puniſhment almoſt in carth- EB 
ly things, but were reſerved to that great and heavie puniſhment 
_ waited for them at laſt, even to the deluge or floud of | 
waters. 
God made all the great deepes to breake up, and the ſprings to | Their puriſt 
over-flow, ſo that the waters guſhed up from the ground, and then | ®ev% | 
opened the windowes of Heaven, and caufed all the waters from | 
above to fall downe, till at length the raine continmng for the | 
ſpace of forty daies ,' and the watcrs finding fo violene an | The Deluge. | 
iſſue upwards, the whole earth and all the higheſt moumaines 
were covered with water fifteene cubits, that is, acubit being coun- | 
| ted for halte a yard, ſeven yards and an halfe high, to the cutring 
off of all the ſonnes and daughters of Adam, and of all the birds | 
| and beaſts that could not live inthe water, ſave thoſe few that were 
in the Arke with Noch, who beſides his preaching by the figne 
of building the Arke did warne them burall in vaine of the follow- 
| ing floud. | 
So you have the ſumme of the ſtory of the old World in their 
ſinfullnefle, and Gods forbearance for a long time, and Gods ſeyeri- 
ty and their miſery at the laſt. Let us make due uſes now of all. For | The uſes of 
the chiete thing in ſuch ſtories as theſe is to make a good uſe,becauſe | 
theſe are ſer forth for an Example tothem that ſhall hereafter live un- 
godlily. For their ſoules alſo periſhed eternally as well as thdir bo- | 
dies, for anything that can be learn'd our of Scripture to the ton- | 
trary, exceptthar we may conceive, the Lord might be mercifull ro a: 
the ſoules of infants, rhat were not of age to make uſe of the meanes | 
that ſhould have broughr the reſt to repentance, nor did not runne | 
tothe. ſame extremity of wickedneſle, unleſſe I ſay wee may hope | | 
| 
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in charity that God would ſhew compaſſion on the ſoules of theſe, 
he men of yeeres periſh ſoule and body both. Now what uſes 
muſt wee make, 1. Of their fines, 2. Of Gods parience, 3» Of | | 
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| Gods ſeverity. Of their finnes we muſt make divers uſes. 1 
Firſt, to take notice of our owne corrupt nature thar is ready to | 
grow fo cxtreamely naught. For weealfſo are the poſterity of Adm, | 


and havcthe ſame corruption of naturethar theſe had, and our imagj. 
F_— and the forme and frame of our hearts and all our thoughts 


mmm 


vi 


8 F 4 _ will 


2-7 A £4, STI + y 


' 
' 


GuzN. The Example of Cnapr6. 


| will be onely evill continually, if God give us to our ſelves, and; 
there is not one of us that would not grow unjuſt, voluptuous,” 
worldly, violent, and moſt extreamely wicked in every kinde of 
wickedneſle, as occaſion would offer it ſelfe, if the Lord did nor 
hold us backe, cither by reſtraining or ſanRifying, or both. To 
| him let us give the prailc of our being reſtrained or ſanified, and 
Jet us confeſſe his goodnefſe that doth not give us overto all licen- 
riouſnefle, tro commit all wickednefſe with greedinefle. An hearty | 
praiſing of God for delivering us from notorious finfullneſſe, is a 
teſtimony of ſome grace. Mans heart is apt toturne ſuch freedome 
into matter of ſwelling and ſelfe-conceitedneſle, if our lefle badneſſe. 
makesus more thankefull and humble not haughty and arrogant, it is 
a figne of ſome truth of goodneſſe. But innocency joyned with 
ſwelling, lifting up our ſelves and deſpiſing others, is no better then | 
that of the Phariſee. This is the firſt uſe of their fin. | 

'Thenext is to teach us ro take heed of ſuch wickednefle, that great | 
finnes may not grow common, but that there may be ſome to oppoſe 
the reſt, ſome to mourne for the reſt, and to take care of keeping 
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themſelves unſpotted in the world, that fo great and publike puniſh- | 


| ments may be kepr back. Letus every way ftrive to cauſe chat finnes 
grow not huge and univerlall, that they come not to an high degree 
and tocommonneſle, ſothat all joynein them; for then likely ſome 
great and heavy calamity muſt inſue. With us finnes do grow very 
[great, great faults are committed by many, but yet we are to praiſe | 
God that all fleſh hath not corrupted their wales, there be ſome 
[though bur few in compariſon of the multitude, yet I fay ſome;that ] 
\ſerthemſclves againſt the great and common iniquitics, which may 
'give us ſome hope, tharthe Lords chaſtiſements ſhall follow us one- 
ly for reformation, not for utter extirpation of the Nation. Let us 
all uſe our beſt diligence to hinder the greatnefle and commonneſle 
'of finne., that wee may prevent deſtroying and all-devouring 
' blowes. 
' A third uſe from their finnes is that we be carefull roavoid theſe | 
particular finnes, or to repent of them and to reforme them, if wee 
have committed them. | 
__ Take great heedof making carnal! marriages with perſons fin- 
Full and wicked for beauties ſake, or any ſuch carnall reſpe&. For 
if ir offend God that men be lewd to take wives voide of true reli- 
gion and picty becauſe of their faireneſle, then ſurely to be fo farre 


| over-ruled with gaine or any other earthly conſideration, as for theſe 
fon A ſake to make matches with carnall and naughty men muſt | 
, needs offend God. Let no man doe ſo therefore, let piety I fay ; 
| plety be the match-maker, let beauty, riches, and all ſuch things | 
| Come after in the ſecond or third place, and letno man for any re- | 
ſped of face, faire ſtate,&c. marrie themſelves to foule conditions, ! 
foule manners, falſe religion, wicked converſation. Surely that which | 


[wayes aman moſt in matrimony, ſwaycs him moſt in his whole 
life, 
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[life, this being one of the maine matters that concerne him in his | 
(life. If godlineſſe and religion be not of force to command usinthis 
| ching it cannot be conceived that we have any ſound knowledge of ir, | 
land if outwardthings ſway us moſt here, they hayc the ſoveraignty | 
and dominion of our hearts. Shew your ſelves ſpiriuall in choice 
of yoke-fellowes, if you will enjoy the comfort of being ſo ingood | 
exrneſt and in ſincerity. And if any have done otherwiſe, O letthem 
be much humbled, itisa great fault an hazarding of ones ſelfe to des 
firucion or of his children, a figne thatone doth not rightly know 
neither finne or goodneſſe, if in this matter wickedneſſe cannot dif- 
grace all other things, and vertue over-ballance all other,andthere- 
fore if God have made ſuch a match very diſmall and unhappie to 
any one, and that they have found theſe things unableto give con- 
tent, and with theſe they have beene turned afide from the righe | 
way ; let them acknowledge the juſtice of God and turne the pu- 
niſhments into a meanes of unfained repentance for the finne. It is 
juſt with God to croſſe mens falſc opinions of things,and makethem 
meete with wretchedneſlſe, where they did falſely and unwarrantably 
promiſe to themſelves contentment, as they doe moſt times in ſuch 
kinde of ill made marriages. If any good man haveſo tranſgreſled,. 
he is now called to repentance for it, by Gods hand croſfing, and nt 
Gods Word warning him. | Wi: 
Againe, bewarc I pray you of the next ſinne, v5z. unjuſtice and. 
violence, that is, taking away the goods of others by ſtrong” hand, 
whether by manifcſ} violence,or by violent wreſting and abuſing of 
law through ſtrength of wit, or parks or both. To.take away that 
| from another by any manner of ſtrength which is his in righe chatis 
violence. God hath often in his Word ſpoken againſt 'this, for the 
watcrsof the floud havenot yet waſhed itout, butithath place inthe | 
world ſtill. Thoſe that are ſtronger then others will wrench and pull, 
and make a ſhift to tug all they can unto themſelves, though they 
| have no rightunco ſuch things, coverouſneſſe and greedy defires be- 
get oppreſſion to ſatisfic ſuch an unſatisfiable deſire ; Devid com- 
plaines, Pſel.55.9. that hee hath ſeene wiolence is the citic, and Pſal. 
Ii.5. Himthat loves violence his ſoule hateth. By violence men tread | 
under foot the light of nature, and bury their reaſon in paſſion and ' 
under ir. It isthe property of beaſts to be lead by will and paſſion, 
what they deſire to have if they can poſſibly get it by any device 
or power they will have it, rules of right they acknowledge none | 
nor can acknowledge, becauſe they want reaſon, which is the ſole 
| diſtinguiſher betwixt right and wrong. Bur man that hath reaſon 
| which can ſee downe limits and bounds to every mans poſſeſſions 

and benefits, ſhould follow his reaſon and not take ſo much as his 
| hand can reach and pull unto it ſelfe, bue alene that which he ndes | 
{the rules of equiry to give him. He thatdoth arherwiſe doth infinitely 
treſpaſſe upon Gods R over the whole world, for he doth tot 

carric hiraſeltc inthis great family according tothe will of him chat 
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|how to make way and beare out their violence, will not you ſeeit.} 


| is the ſole maker and maſter of it, and fo lives Is if himſelfe were 


| Maſter and chiefe Lord, and not bound to any rules but thoſe of his ! 
owne will. - Violence therefore is a grievous ſinne. It will bring 
Gods curſe, andanger, and hatred upon the commitrer. A violent 
| man is odious inthe world and in Heaven too, his love of himſelfe 
makes him i jurious to all, and therefore alſo loarhſome. Flie | 
violence therefore cicher of hand or head, and take nothing but what | 
intrue righe you can prove to be your owne, and if you have gorren | 
any thing by violence, repent of it, and rid your hands of it, clſe 
the hand of God ſhall be heavie upon you for ic, he will bring your : 
violence upon your owne pates. | 

. And know I-beſeech you, thar as there be two ſorts of. violent 
beaſts ſoof men. You know there be Lions, and Beares,and Tigers, 
and great creatures that prey upon the weaker as upon the Sheepe, 
the Cowe,e&c. and then there be little beafis roo that prey upon the } 
leſſer, asthe Weezleon the Mouſe and on Chickens,and ſuch like that ! 
be leſſer then themſelves. Sothere be two ſorts of violent men too, ' 
thegreat and wealthie man, andthe poore and meaner man. -The one | 
can beare out his violence openly, and doth it in grearerthings. The | 
other doth ir more cloſely and in lefſer chings, bur both. will have 
what equity doth not give them by one or other ſhift or wile,or at of 
his hand. And truly as great wickedneſſe is. found in poore men this | | 
way as in the wealthier: : He thar is: as bad as his place will ſuffer, | 
is as wicked a man as another that in higher place is more apparant-/. 
ly wicked. Give the Weezle the fangs and limmes of a Lion, hee;| 
will. doe as much miſchicfe as a Lion. .. Therefore the poore robbing {| 
the poore is compared to a ſweeping raine that leaveth' no food, and 
none more violent then theſe little violent ones when they cantellj 


. 
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;timeof the yeare. Hethatwill pull apicce of ones ſheafe from him, | 
if hee were a great Prince of name and power, would pull his 
| whole living from him. Beware therefore of thoſe unjuſt waics of | 
(getting which arc under your hands, and in your powers incident 
to your places, repent of. them, ſhun them, and. forbeare them;| 


[red not for Noahs preaching, nor for any.thing that might concerne: 


| inLake 17,26,27. O be not many of you ſuch, are:not your hearts | 


| Atheiſts, they doc not thoroughly. belecve that immortality of the | 
{ foule, nor the being of another world. For were every mans hear 


evidently in the boldnefle of the poorer ſort to ſteale corne art this |: 


for conſcience ſake, that you may not provoke Gods wrath againſt]: 
Further, the men of this time were .cxtreamely worldly as our 
Lord Jeſus noterh, they ſold over themſelves to the world, and cx | 


their ſoules, bur ſold over themſelves to carthly dealing as you reade 


fully poſſeſſed with all carthlineſſe. Doe not you ſer your ſelves al- 


| together to the things of this life with the. mecre neglect of that | 


which concernes a better. Surely thoſe that doe ſo;are in heart 
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fully perſwaded that his ſoule ſhould continue for ever in anocher | | 
world cither in cternall weale or woe,. it were not poſſible for him 
not to conſider of the cftate tro come as well as of the ſtate preſent, | 
{:f we did as well know and beleevetharthere is an Hell and Heaven, | 
as that there is an earth and in ir miſery and welfare,we could not bur 
[be as ſtudious to get the future happineſle and eſcape the future miſery | 
{as the preſent. I pray you therefore ſtrive againſt that finne of 
{the old World, iz. giving up your ſelves exceſſively tothe world, 
and put your ſclves in minde of a world that is to come, and minde 
the things that are above and ſet your affeions on them. If you 
ſo performe workes of Gods Worſhip, as that they weane you not 
from the world, you doe them bur hypocritically, you have alone 
the forme and nor the power of godlinefſe. Though a man uſe nor 
| violence, yer if hee be exceflively worldly the Word of God is | 
choaked in him, and will not bring forth the fruit of eternall life un- | | 
to him. 


Another ſin of the old World is, they abuſed Gods long-ſuffering | ,Diſobedient, | 
and Noahspreaching,and gat no manner of knowledgeofthe long threat. | 715750; 
ned floud,nor no care of amending their lives. This is a fearefull thing | came upon 
to get nothing by Gods patience or by the labours of the Min1- | them and they 
ſters whom he ſends to teach and warne us. This : ſhewes that the | ***7 20rhing, 
Divell hath blinded rheir eyes, that finne hath hardened the heart, 
| fand that aman hath given over himſelfe to the ſervirude of ſome 
luſt: this is a great wrong to Gods goodneſfſe and authority both, 
| and ir brings ſevere puniſhments, for in aggravating the finnes of men 
it muſt needs aggravate the puniſhment alſo. O brethren conſider of 
your ſelves if you be not guilty of this finne, How long hath God 
beene ſtriving to pull you out of your finnes. How much patience. 
hath he ſhewed; how much teaching have you heard, and yet alas 
the old World got as much by Gods kindneſle to them as you doe 
and you no more then they. Many of you know nothing of your 
miſerable eſtate. As litele be you acquainted with the truths youare | 
taught cyery day, asthey were with thefloud that came upon them, 
aslittle doth our preaching prevaile to worke you toamendment, as 
did the preaching of Noxh with them. We may well comfort our 
ſelves inthis, that our ſucceſle is no worſe then Noa/s, and alſo la- 
ment that it is no better. Indeed you have not had ſo many yeeres 
preaching - as the * old World had, but conſider it with the | * 120. 
proportion to your lives and you have more, Then men 
uſed to live ſome ſeven, eight, . or nine hundred yeeres. Loe 
God gave them a Preacher a long time, and at length determined 
[the very yecreof the floud, itſhall be ahundred and twenty yeeres 
hence, and ſo from yeare to yeare leſſe as the yeeres went up. Yee 
have livedand died (marly of you that be dead) under the Miniſte- 
ry. Indeed wecannot tell you the yecre of your death,or bring you 
tidings of a floud of water to overflow you altogether, but ofariver 
ns fire and brimſtone to overflow and overwhelme you one after one | 
: We 
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his mercics to the veſſells of wrath, he doth labourto bring them: 


| 
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| caſt away all your finnes, which this old World did not but ſhould 


ding Noah by preaching and building the Arke to draw them to. 


they might have cſcaped perdition if they would have made uſe of 
his meanes is not ſufficiently heeded nor obſerved. Might not the | 
/werld then have eſcaped both drewning and hell too, if they would 


wee can tell you from- God, and you feare this floud of brim- | 
ſtone no more then they did that floud of water. O repent of! 
your long impenitency and miſerable unbeleete and wiltull igno. | 
rance of Gods threats, and other things that are continually taught 
| you out of the Word. And now ceaſe to imitate this world of 
ungodly men, bur apply your ſclves to flic from the wrath to 
come and from the vengeance thar muſt overtake all wilfull ſinners. 
I beſeech you lay to heart the things you heare, take notice of 


them, beleeve them, and ſer your ſelves to amend your lives and 


have done: be better I ſay be better then they were, and ler their 
wickedneſſe teach you ſome goodnefle. When will it once be that 
you will know and beleeve the threats of God and his promiſes? | 
when will ie once be that you will ſubmit your ſelves to thoſe | 
that arc as Noah was, Preachers of righteouſneſle, and ſeeke to get | 
the righteouſneſſe of fairh, which Noah would nor have gotten him- ! 
ſelfe, if it had not beene the ſame that hee preached ro others? 
Now I pray you ar laſt to exceede this generation of wicked men, 
And theſe uſes you muſt make of their wickednefle. 
Now of Gods patience towards them in giving them all outward | 
proſperity and long deferring the execution of his wrath, and ſen- 


repentance ; learne firſt to praiſe God for the like long-ſuffering to | 
us, and ufing the like mcanes to bring us to repentance and to life 
eeernall. Ir is the ſame God that ruled the world at thoſe times: 
who ruleth us alſo at this time, and he diſcovers the ſame vertues 
in his governing. O how patient is God now alſo « how great 
care doth he take'to leade us to repentance alſo? How many out- | 
ward benefits-have wee 2 This goodnefſe of God towards them: 
thar periſh, whereby he tooke ſuch order and care for them, that | 


(have hearkened to Noah and beleeved him, and followed his in- 
ſtrutions. Did any thing but their owne wilfullneſſe and heedle(- 
neſſe ſhut them out of the Arke and our of Heaven,and thruſt them 


downe into the Deluge and into Hell 2 Brethren, God magnifies 


out of their ill eſtate, he hath not ceaſed for many yeares to in- 
tice them to repentance by his long-ſuffering. Certainely this 
ſhould magnifie Gods goodneſſe ro us and make us to applaud 
him exceedingly, and acknowledge the brightneſle of his - Juſtice | 
in their future deſtrution. O how juſt was God in the drow- | 
ning of theſe men 2 is hee nor as juſt irt the damning of the fin- 
ner now 2 Lord be thou praiſed for thy mercy and forthy juſtice, 
- let the one ſerve to cleare the other, and both ro commend 1 
cc. | 


Aoaine, ' 


_ 


OW be 4 


Gu N __— - | 
| Aoaine, 1 pray you now the the ſecond time to: make a good 
Ma. 1 L bor 'to you, He ſcnt but one Noh to all the 
world, who yet is ſaid to condemne the world. He ſends amongſt 


you to cvery towne' almoſt one to tell you of the judgement to 
come; and to ſtirre you up to repentance. Now be intreated to 


hearken and obey, and to get you to the Arke. Brethren wee doe | 


here in Gods name offer you aſſurance of pardon of ſinne, andfrec- | 
dame from hell and death, if you will accept it, O let not our prea- 
ching bein vaine. Come, come into the Arke, come into Chriſt 
by rrue faich, into whom you are come by Baptiſme in reſpeR of 
outward profeſſion. The Arke was afigure of Chriſt, and Bap- 
riſe is as it were the Arke: O fabour for the true Baptiſme with 
the Spirit that you may ſhunne and eſcape the Deluge of Gods 
eternall wrath and vengeance. Let us-not preach to you in vaine as 
Noah did tothe old world. AndÞreſcnt to your ſelves the hideouſ- 


ncfſe of that plague, O how did mens hearts ake within them 2 | 


how did horrour take hold upon them, when they ſaw the wa- 


ters rage ſo furiouſly? O now did they find that in experience | 


| which they would not beleeve by Noabs preaching ! What crys 
ing, what roaring, what lamentation did fill the Cities and Villa- 
ges? they didnor die of a ſudden as in the overflowing of the Sea, 
bur they died by degrees, they had time to get up upon hulls and 
[trecs, and to foreſee and fore-fcare their choaking by waters afore 
it came, and to ſce the Beaſts many periſhing before them, many 
looking for the ſame ruine with them. Doth not this floud per- 
taine to you £ Doth notit pertaineto you alſo? Doe you not+here 
ſce, 1. The Omnipotent power of God, and his abſolute and ſoye- 
| raigne command over all creatures. The Scaand Springs are his and 
will breake out upon us. The Cloudes and Waters aboye are his and 
will fall downeupon usto revenge his quarrell. Heis Lord of Hoſts, 
O plant in your ſelves an holy fearc of him, and ſay to your ſelves, 


ſhall he threaten and nor performe, who hath the whole world art] 


hand to be ſerviceable unto him. If we would repreſent the Lord 


before our eyes accordingto his fearcfull greatneſſe, ſo as to make| 
us tremble and depart from finne, happie were wee. Doth not| 


Chriſt ſend usto the old World, and doth not Peter alſo minde us 
of this deſtruction by water. Surely the Lord Is aterrible God ſtill, 
he is now as terrible, as he ſhewed himſclfe then in the overthrow 
by waters. | 

Againe, you muſt in this plague ſee the juſtice of God, his will 
to puniſh ſinners by inflicting great cvill upon them, that ſo you ma 
yet make the feare of him the more ſtedfaſt and more cffeQuall, for} 
as hee is of power to cruſh the higheſt and ſtoutcſt and thoſe of grea- 
teſt power intheworld, ſo he is reſolved upon this courſe, and will 
ſurely declare his excellency by making them ſmoake with moſt| 
heavie calamitics, that dare advance themſelves againſt his authori- 
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1 will not hold them innocent, though he deferre many dates, yet will | 
the heavineſſe of the kroake anſwer the delay. The floud was long a| 
| comming, but being come it's furious and irrefiſtible, and wipes our 
| | all the ſonnes of men ſparing none. The Lord can finde in his hearr 
| to execute hideous evills upon finners. Let them if they pleaſe fan- 
cic a God wholy conſiſting of mercy, they ſhall find him ſuch as his 
Word delſcribeth, - not as they themſelves have counterfeired , 
\ | hee will recompence vengeance on his Adverſaries, hee will nor 
| pitie their cries nor groancs. Hee will not be melted with their 
complaints, but utterly deſtroy rhem according as his Word hath 
ſpoken. | 
"Behold alſo the equiry of Gods proceeding, hee anſwers their 
finnes with the kindeand meaſure of puniſhment. Grear finnes and 
great waters. All fleſh corrupted with. ſinne, and all fleſh cut off for 
| ſinne, the carth filled with violence and now filled with waters, 
| | None tooke care to forbeare almoſt any finne but Noah, and none 
eſcapes but Noah. No multitude of finners can ſavethemour of his 
hand, as all ſinned ſo all periſh. This great and heavie judgement 
: ſhould be often in ourthoughts, we ſhould thinkethus, 7f God ſpared 
| * P*62-5* | 20t the old World neither will bee ſþare ts. It is S.Peteys inference, and 
| it isa great ſinne in us, that we doe not often pur our ſelves in minde 
of theſe things to frame vur ſelves to humble obedience. | 
If any ſay,but God hath promiſed never againe to deſtroy the world 
by watcr. : pa. - 

I anſwer, true; but he hath never promiſed not to drowne finners, | | 
[neither hath-he promiſed not to -puniſh them with. puniſhments as| | 
fearcfull as this of perifhing by waters. - God hath grear variety of | | 
weaponsto wound his enem1es; if he hath renounced the uſe of one;he 
hathothers cnough totake up forthar purpoſe. And Brethren, I pray 
| youtake notice of what 5. Peter tells us of, That as the world that 
z Pet.3:6,7. | then was did periſh being drowned in the waters, ſo the world that now | 

| # ſhall periſh by fire, for hetelleth us, that # & by the ſame word re- 
ſerved for fire kept in ſtore againſt the time to come. The Prophet Enoch 
forctold of that great day before Neah foretold of this deluge. Thar 
| | day is longer before it come, but it ſhall be more terrible when ir 
2 PetÞ3.1% | Comes, for the heavens ſhall paſſe away with a noiſe, as the holy Apo- 
| ſtletells you. Nowasthe rig hteous Noah ſhewed a way bow to eſcape 
| | that water,even repent andget into the Arke,ſo we ſhewa way howto 
: eſcape that fire, repent and turne unto the Lord, otherwiſe when he 
| ſhall comein flames of fire, you ſhall receivethe judgement of eternall 
deſtruction from before the preſence of his glory. Ee 
| - Brethren,I beſeechyoulſo to ponder upon thar great miſery which fell | 
| upon the old World, that youmay be the better for knowing allthe 
| paſſages of ſo ſtrange a ſtory, Ir wasthefirſt remarkeable judgement. 
Nogenerall calamity that we reade of did come upon the world till 
then. ..The firſt and laſt atsof juſtice will be moſt ſevere, and the laſt 
likely ſeverer then the firſt. | 
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The Lord gave tothe men of this old World a very long life, and | 
very great outward benefits,and ſhewedtothem exceeding great long- 
ſuffering, why ſo £ but becauſe he would firſt, as he delighteth to do, 

roovemen with benefits. As if he ſhould have ſaid, I will proove 
Adams ſonnes with the fruites of my favour. They ſhall have time 
enough to repent, ſome eight or nine hundred yeares,and they ſhall be 
allured by all proſperity, nothing but comforts ſhall come uponthem | 
for a long time, burif they will not profit by this gentleneſſe, I will 
| ſhorten their lives by halfe, having takenaway all thoſe fearefull ſin- 
ners by a floud of waters. You ſee Gods diſpleaſure againſt 

ſinne, O atlaſt profitby it and learneto be righteous,there 
is no way to eſcape Gods judgements, but by fol- 
lowing after righteouſneſle, this courſe 


take, and you ſhall be ſafe, 
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a ſinners, as appearcth.in thatthe Lord made 
= more reckoning of one Noah then of all the 
world of the ungodly. Having laid before 
P youthe bad Example of that moſt wicked 
7* generation which lived before the floud, I 
will now ſpeake of one. godly man which 
lived in the ſame times with them, and ſaw 


— 
— 


3$&Þ Ne godly man is weed a whole million of 


them all ſwept away. with the beſome of 


' deſtruction. His name was Noah, the word fignifieth reſt, and we, 
; have a reaſon given us of impoſing that name by: his Father, Ger. 


$5.29. This ſame ſhall comfort us concerning our worke and the toyle of | "gicth. 


our hands, becauſe of the. ground which the Lord hath curſed, leis ſome- 
| what doubtfull how Noah was a comforter to the godly Patriarckes 
in reſpeR oftheir troubles of all kinds, both thoſe they tooke in ſtri- 
| ving againſt the bad-men of their times, and the common labours 
of life in regard of the curſe that was gon out againſt mans. ſinne. 


Cher of tightcouſneſle, and did more largely and plaincly denounce 
i Gods wrach againft ſinners,. and his blefſing to the godly (for a Prea-' 
cher- of righteouſneſſe:muſt needs doe both theſe things) therefore | 


| The moſt probable opinion is as I thinke, thar becauſe he was a Prea- E 


Nogb what it 
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(Gems The Example of 


—_— 


- $ His Birth, 


1. His yertues, 


$3 2.1n generall, 
Was 2 perkeRt 


7] he Save much refreſhing to the ſoules of the godly, and madeall their 
th cafie. Even as ac if Gods people have apainefull Mini- 
ſter am them, that ccaſcth not to acquaint them with Gods 
mercy and juſticc, and to revivethe remembrance of Heaven and all' 
the Promiſes intheir hearts, they live much more comfortably, then 
any outward thing without this helpe could make them to live. Soit | 
was in thoſe times alſo with thoſe godly Patriarkes. Againe, as it 
would be a great comfort to good men now, if any man were ſent! 
by God to affure them of the laſt day of judgement, for they 
| would cyen lift up their heads and rejoyce: ſo Noah in telling of 
| the Aloud which to that world was a kinde of judgement-day did 
| greatly ſolace the ſpirits of the good againſt all their forrowes, 

Now this Nggh was the ſonne of Lamech the ſonne of Merhyſe- 
lah in the 1056, yeare of the world. He was the tenth after Adam 
incluſively, borne after Adams and Seths death, and Henochs tran- 
{lation, and lived to ſee the death of Enos, K ainan, eMabalaleel, I; 
red, Methuſelah and Lamech. This is all we have to fay of his Birth 
| or entrance into the world. 
| Now concerning his life I pray you conſider foure things. r. His 
goodneſſe. 2. His bad deeds. 3. The forrowes and milſeries hemet 
with. 4. The benefirs God gave him. And lerus make uſe of all 
as wegoe along and ſo come to his death laſt of all. 

Firſt for his goodneſle, it is ſet forth in the Scripture generally 
and particularly. In generall theſe three things are affirmed of him, 
Gen.6.9.Hewas a juſt man and uprizht,or perfe, and walked with God, 


man and wal-| Before it is affirmed of Henech that hee walked with God, and the 
ked with God. & cr ipture told usalſo of bel, that hee obtained a divine teftimo- 


Who is a juft 
| or righteous 


ny that hee alſo was juſt, and 7ob is ſaid to have beene a perfe& 
| man, yea itis added by way of amplification to his goodnefſe that 
hee was 4 juft man and perfett in his generations, that is, in his ownc 
| time, in thoſe moſt finfull daics when all were naught. Noab was 
good when all had corrupted their waies, he was . i and up- 
right in his waies. For this is the trucſt commendation of vertue, 
when it keepes a man unſpotted of thoſe evils which are every where 
practiſed in the world. 

Let us now requeſt you to conſider of your ſelves every man whe- 
ther he be a Noah. Surcly none but Nears ſhall be admitted into the 
Arke, and eſcape the waves of deſtruction : none but Noabs ſhall 
finde favour with God, and be delivered from cternall death. Who- 
ſoever cannot approyc himſelfe to be ſuch a one as this good man,let 
him neverdreame of commingto Heaven. 

s mu who is a juſt man £ who a perfet 2 who walketh with 

ct a | 
I anſwer, A juſt man is firſt he that renounceth his awne juſtice 
which is of the Law and imbraceth the righteouſheſſe of faith, 
even the righteouſneſſe which is of God by faith, relying wholy 
upon the merits of Chriſt and Gods mercy in Chriſt, for pardon 
; | 2 of | 
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Zi offences and accepeation of himſelfe and his indeavours to al 

hom The Scripture wirnefleth that Noah was an heire of this 
rightcouſgcſle, Heb.11.7. Andrhis is that chat muſt be firſt found-in| | 
exery man. He mult ſee and confelle his owae unrightconſneſle, and 

y diſclaimc his owne rightcouſneſlc as knowing that itis no bet- 
ter then a menfiruous rag, in reſpeA of his juſtification. Doe you 
this my Brethren « Arc you made to ice your felvcs grievous {in- 
ners, {uch as in your ſelves mnſt needs be damned, and cannot | 
poſſibly bee ſaved by the worth and merit of your owne good-, 
neſſe, 
\ Secondly, a righteous man muſt ſtay, reſt, depend on, beleeve in 
the riolnecalzetſ of Jeſus Chriſt, labouring to build up in his own 
{ heart a particular perſwaſion and aſſurance, that the Lord of Hea- 
| ven will-accept him as perfely righteous in the name and media- | 
tion of Jeſus Chriſt his Sonne, and that alone, for ſo was CAbra-| rom 4. 
ham made partaker of that bleſſedneſle, which ſtood in the imputing | 
unto him of righteouſneſſe without workes, and Abraham is the 
Father of the faithfull, as he was juſtified ſo muſt all we be juſti- 
fied, and no otherwiſe. See into your ſelves, doe you rely upon our | 
bleſſed Saviour the Lord Jeſus for pardon of. your ſinnes* or doe 
you waver from him or ſtay upon any other beſides him 2 
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Laſtly, a righteous man muſt himſelfe alſo worke righteouſneſſe, | 
| and give himſc]fe tobe a ſervant of righteouſneſſe, thar is to ſay, he | 
| muſt reſolve and indeayour to leave every finne by Gods Word con- | | 
demned, and to doe every duty by Gods Word commanded, and | | 
that alſo for Gods ſake with reference to him, and out of a defire to 
pleaſc him, that is, to keepe his favour. This is arighteous man. He 
irivesin al things to pleaſe God according to his Word, bur fin- 
| ding his defe&ts bewailes them, and reſtcth alone on Gods good- | 
'nefle in Chriſt for pardon and ſalvation. If you be ſuch, then 
are you Noahs indeed and ſhall ſurely bee ſaved, if not you 
| bee bur diſſemblers, and no ſhew 'of religion ſhall ſave you from 
deſtruRion.. - | 
{ Therefore all of youthar are not ſuch, I pray you feele your un- 
happinefſe, you are not good enough to goe to Heaven yet, what. | 
ſoever you have imagined of your ſelves. ' Therefore alfo now ſeeke 
{fo be ſuch, begin with lamenting your unrighteoufneſſe before God | 
| and craving pardon and helpe, and ſo proceed to pray for and indea- | | 
| vour afterall the things before preſcribed. Be the better for Noahs 
example. Let not this ſtory be preached unto you in-vaine: you 
| know Noah was one wham God loved, whom God hath ſaved,ſtudy | 
to be ſuch as Noah. What riches he had, the Scripture takes no 
[notice of, but righteous he was, ſtudie you to be ſuch and be hap- 
pier thenall riches can make you. | 
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| And eſpccially Ipray you labour to follow Noah inthis one thing, | 
to be good in your generations, in thoſe things 1 meane wherein 

your preſent times take generall mk" to benought, that ſo you - 
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The Example of 


| 
| 


oul! nc fe. 
2 Pet. 2.5. 


| 


I(a.49. 4. 
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2, His vertucs 
in particular, 
1. Was a Prea- 
cher of rightc- 


| | Nogh may 
| 


evill things .all doe. commit -thoſe doe you forbeare; :what.:goad 


| 


on of Gods Word, and carcfull ſanQifying of the Lords day. O 


faults which are allowed almoſt of all. 


office as Noah was, this belongs alone to us Miniſters, and O that 
we could learneto be like Noah in our places, continuing faithfully 
to teach men the will of God and call them to repentance, and to 
true righteouſneſſe in Chriſt and good life in themſelves. Surely 


| Noah had ſlender encouragement, for we doe not reade of any one |. 


man that heeded his Preaching, he if any other might complaine 


| ſpent to no purpoſe. Wethatare Preachers muſt imitate himin a pa- 
[tient diſcharge of our duties, what if God doe not vouchſafe to work 


with our labours? to bring men to righteouſneſſe, ſhall we be dif- 


heartned 2' No no, but following this good man, continuing to doc 
| Gods worke and looke for our reward from him. Wa 


.. And agajine, I call upon. you for great thankfullneſſe ro God, for ; 


that he hath; ſee many Preachers of righteouſneſſe ambngſt you in 
' this  Kingdome, ;and hath vouchſated to hold mee. in: this office 


'amongſt you for theſe thirty yeares or thereabouts, I have Preached| 


| rightcouſneſſe among you according to that meaſure of knowledge 
{ and utterance that God hath vouchſafed mee. O ler-mee have ſome 
| better encouragement from .you then Noh had from the old world, 
'and indeed I have had, and I blefle God, and I blefle-thoſe among 

.you from whom I have had it. Some, of you have beene carcfull 
' hearers to the preaching of rightcouſneſſe,” and haye turned your 
| feete into the paths of righteouſneſſe. The Lord ſtabliſh you in: 


| thoſe happy-waics for ever. And one. thing riow I beſeeth. of you,.! 
| 


tharyou be ſuitors unto God tg raiſe up to all the places; that have; 
| nor, Preachers, and to continue'to themthar have ſuch as Noah was; 
Preachers of rightcouſneſle, which -themfelyes alſo: wilt practiſes; 
elpecially, T: xeqgire-you not to forget ;;your. ſelves: in this towne, 
| bur. make. it,.one part of your, daily ſupplicagions;to God, xo grant. 


| Y9w.Afucceſinnn of Preachers pf rightcouſneſle when my ſelfe muſt | 


WRYA "IS, leave 


———_ — 


that his labour was in vaine, and that his time and ſtrength were 


ſtrive to performe theſe duties. He that is good alone according to 
the common ſtreyne is hollowly good, wee muſt be pure of thoſe 


| 


} 


at-once. glorific 'God and condemne; the .world, What 


' things all doe negle&, thoſe. be you - more. carefull. to. performe: 

Many things are growne into common faſhion, ſweating, pride 1n 
apparell, formality in religion, covetouſneſſe, monſtrous faſhions, 
miſhapen long haire, O be yec in theſe things carefull to avoid the 
corruption which is in the world. Many good things are growne quite 
out of all faſhion almoſt, conſtant reading Gods Word, ; holy confe- 
rence, keeping a treaſure or purſe for God in your houſes, meditati- 


- But Jer us conſider the particular good things noted of Noah. Firſt, ' 
S. Peter teſtifies of him, that hee was a Preacher of righteouſneſle, 
meaning of that rightcouſnefle whercof hee was alſo an heire and 
practiſer. All youcannot be Preachers of righteouſnefle by ſpeciall 


| 


adn dn Ents. re x” Abe 4 n—_ 


C H:A p-G) | 
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_ Noh Cuars, 6p 
God knowes when, O Lord lee -there never wam fo] © 
couſheſle to ſupply this roeme in which I now ſtand amongſt} 


ou this . | _— : ts 
T Fur xs 5M Noah .is commended for his faith. By feath Nah ogy faith. 
(ith the Author to the Hebvewes) did,c&c. you muſt all labour to | Ur?” 
getthis ſame fairh. Thisis the grace of graces commended in Abel, 
in Zevoch befare named, and now in Nob, without which we can- 
not poflibly pleaſe God. | 
Bur whatis this fairh you will aske mee ? | 
| . I anſwer, chap — the natureof faith unto you: It is that grace | What faith is. | 
by which a man afſents to all that God ipeaketh for the authority 
| fake of the ſpeaker. This is the nature of faith in generall. Under | | 
it is comprehended that which is called juſtifying faith, being an | | 
afſent tothe Promiſes of the Goſpell,or of the new Covenant upon | 
; the ſame ground. This aſſent is double, firſt generall to the word | 
| | generally ſpoken, and particular to a particular concluſion ducly de- 
ducted thence concerning ones ſelfe, And whoſoever doth truly 
aſſent to the generall, muſt needs aſſent to every particular concluded. 
under the generall, becauſe the contradiRion of an univerſall propo- 
fition is made by aparticular contrary to it, and the generall isac- | 
| counted falſe ifit may be denied or be denied of wo: * 1 qgroagy for 
| Example, if I ſay all the twelve . Apoſtles were godly and 
| another ſay one of them as 7udar, was not a godly man, though a 
eleven were good, yet becauſe this one was not ſo, he hath ſhewed 
that propoſition to be falſe. Now then, marke thar faith yeelds a | 
double affent: Firſt, to the thing generally _ : Sccondly, to 
theparticular concluſion contained therein and thence deduced, and 
| this aſſcne muſt begrounded upon the bare authority of God the | 
ſpeaker in reſpe&t of his perfect and infallible truth, becauſe 'ic 
judgeth him faithfull, therefore ic eſteemes his wards true, not be- 
cauſe it can ſce reaſon for things in his ownediſcourſe and underſtan. | | 
ding. This is faith, for example, God ſaid to Noah there ſhall be 
a floud to drowne all the world, there was no reaſon to thinke it j- | 
ſhould be fo, but God ſaid fo (_ Noah of things not ſcene a | Heb.12.7- | 


ul 


yet, as the Apoſtle ſpeakes) and th Noah was verily perſwa- ' 
ded, thar there ſhould come ſuch a floud to deſtroy all mankinde. | 
Againe, Godpromiſed 'Noah that if hee would build an Arke, God | 
would ſave him and all his family, and all rhat wonld come with | 
him into the Arke, There was no naturall likelihood for this ncicher, | | 
for in ſuch afloud an Arke or the beſt ſhip inthe world could nor | _ 
keepe men ſafe, but that with the furic of the waters they would 
have becne daſhed againſt ſome rocke or other, and wracked, yet 
God ſaid fo to Neb andhe belcevedit for himlelfe and his family. 
This you ſce was Neeh his faith. And I call uponyou to conſider, 
whether you have this faith or not. Doe you ent to all the narcati- 
ons, promiſes, threats of Gods Word, even becauſe _—W- | 
| or 


} 
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= | Authorof iris true and-doo:yol afſent to the particular conclafion 
; concetningi your! ſelyes in. *thar'i generall 'contained.' The: Loxd 
16. ;.10, | threateriethiini his Word): Curſed-isi every one that continteth not 10 all 
i - things, doe you beleeve this generall, and the particular that will 
| follow fronyit, but I have not continued,e4c. therefore Iam. curſed. | 
| Againe, the Goſpell faith, all that: doe nor repent and: beleeye ſhall 
| be '8amned; Doe you beleeve this : and doe' you belceve the par. 
ticular contained: under this 2 I:doe not repent and beleeve the Go- 
ſpell, therefore I ſhall be damned, or contrarily I doe repent and be. 
leeve, therefore I ſhall be ſaved. Search what authority Gods 
Word hath withyou; if-you deduct the particular-from the generall | 
in every point, then you'doe beleeve the generall,cls you do not. | 
And alas:how manifeſt is it that moſt men have no: faith but 
alone ſay they have. as S. Iames ſpeaketh, and beguile their owne 
ſelves: The threats' of Gods Word and his promiſes arc of no va- 
lue with moſt men, they doe nor perſwade themſelves, that any of 
thoſe evills ſhall be performed againſt them which the Scripture de- 
nounceth againſt ſuch .finners as they -be, nor that any of the pro- 
miſes ſhall be performed to thoſe. thar performe the things contained | 
inthe promiſes. If rhey ſee naturall likelihood of any good or evill 
they can. be perſwaded it will come, bur if there be no proofe' but 
[a bare promiſe or threat out of the Bible,they make no reckoning that. 
that good or evill will comedyer a whit the ſooner. = 
' Now Ipray you ſee and.lament your unbeleefe, itis the roote of 
[all-rme, neither can any finne be-found to rule farther then this ry- 
leth, and I pray you cry to Godto-worke faith in you by the Word 
you reade and heare,:for no good at all can it doe you if it be. not 
mixed. with faith. -Ahd.if anyrinan have ſuch faith in- Gods Word | 
\indeediand nor alone in profeſſion and ſhew , happy is that 
| mati;;:for hee! ſhall be.ſure tofind: the hike acceptance: of God that 
Noah, hee that hath this faich muſt needs. be. in Chriſt and Chriſt 
| {1n him!z: for. where Gods Word dwells;there himſelfe dwels, and the 
; Word of God dwells in men by faith, T2 Fr, 

| 

| 


3. He was mo.) A-thirdthing.in Noh is noted bythe Author to the Hebrewes,that 
On feare.! he was moved with fearc, you ſce he feared Gods threats, he was 
Tn” | atraid eaſt he ſhould -be.drowned with his family among the reſt, 
| if hedid not obey God and live : vertuouſly -and build the Arke at | 
; Gads .Commandement; and indeed if he had not done ſo he ſhould 
| ' have periſhed: withthe world: as whoſoever lives wickedly ſhall be 
| ' damned,this.isa threat, hethathath true faith : will nor deceive him- 
F= -- | ſeltc;xrich vaine words, and ſay, I am eleced, I am abeleever, Þ 
| ſhall-bc:ſaved though I take liberty to finne;: but he will feare and | 
| depait-Hiom cvill, and uſe: thoſe meanes'of* cſcapitg} deſtrudtion 
| whick: G&d hathtappointed: So. true fairhiwill undoubredly:worke | 
iuchiacteze of Gods threat, as.will make a man'depart from evill, 
| becaufe-id1btings 2JIvcly apprehenſion of danger® and; much evill | 
| pra Sb ches.ifk/he finne, -and thertefore cannot but worke feare, I 
; 7 $2) 471  meane } 
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meane a feare of caution as they call ir, whereby 'a man is made 
| | waric to ſhunne and eſcape the evill. There is a paſſionate fearc 
whereby the heart is perplexed, the joynts ſhake, and ſuch naturall 
| bodily accidents doc follow it. This feare ariſerh from the bodily \ 
reſence or imminent danger of fome ſenſible evill, and Noah did | - 
inot ſo feare thie floud. There is another rationall feare as I may well | , quubte feare 
{name it, by which 2 man apprehends an evill thing to come, ſo as 
{he is made catrefull to ſhanne, prevent, and dares not bring it upon 
himſelfe. And this feare lookes on things a great way off, long be- | 
fore they offer themſelves to the ſences, and ſuch was Noahs feare. | 
And ſuch a feare faith will evermore bring with ir.Ir will cauſe that 
a man ſhall not dare to doe the things forbidden out of an appre- 
henſion of the greatneſſe' and extremity of the danger that will 
= 7 = 
Now looke to your ſelves my Brethren, doe you feare Gods| 
threats, doe you feare the curſe of the Law, the wrath of God,hell 
{ fire, damnation, with ſuch a feare as makes you uſe the meanes to 
| eſcape theſe evills, and makes that you cannot be bold to doe the 
things againſt 'which. the Lord ſpeaketh theſe things. If you brag ot | 
faith in Gods promiſes and havenot faith inhis rhreats, your faith | 
[is avaine fancie, and a meere painted or dead faith, for no man can 
| [credit any thing which God ſpeaketh if he doe not credit all fofarre | 
| as he knowes and conſiders ir, becauſe God cannot be deceived in | 
| any thing. And.if you ſay you beleeve Gods threats and doe not 
| feare, I ſay againe, be-notmovedthrough feare to docrhe things by 
| which you might cſcape thoſe evills threatned, even to fotſake the 
finne and repent, certainely you deceive your ſelves and doe not 
belceve. Now it is moſt evident, that molt men entertaine Gods 
threats withour any feare. They are not affe&ed at all with the 
heare-ſay of theſe evills, therefore it is ſure they have no faith.. See 
| your want of faith by the abſcnce of this never failing cfferhereof, 
and couſen your ſelves with a ſhadow of faith no longer. ' And now 
| pray Godto plant in your hearts ſuch a feare of his threats as hath | 
| becne ſaid. It is a moſt wholeſome thing to have the ſoule over- 
{awed with apprehenfion of the evills which God denounceth againſt 
evill-doing, andtobe thereby kept downe, ſo that it hath nocourage 
(to lift it ſelfe up to naughty deeds. Blefled is he that thus fearcth L 
| D—_ O that you would worke out your ſalvation in this 'feare and | 
trembling, O thattheſameminde might be in you that was in'godly | 
10b!who ſaid. that terrour from God did keepe him from doing any | 
wrong to his ſervant,and that of the holy Apoſtle S.Paul,who ſaid that | . cor 5.12. 
knowing this terrour,he did perſwade men and was made manifeſt | 
tO God.Let thofethreats;rf you live after the fleſh - you ſhall die, and | Row,8,rz, 
thoſe that dot ſuch things ſhall not inherit the kingdome of God, and fir | , Cc 
theſe things ſake the wrath of God comes on the children of diſobedience, | Co). | 
jand manythe- like be often in your mindes, let them awe you and OM 
hold under the ſttength 'of your corruptions, cauſing you todehie [ | 


I CITES wy 
_ RE TARTEIIIEY _ dd 
——_—— 


A. 


a —_— 


yer oY 
p 


| 


COsN. The Example of 


Cuna p.G., : 
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Proy. 8.13. 


| Plal,y4.9- 


Arke as God 
bad him. 


4. He built an 


| ſeene, and fo thoſe viſible ones do not ſway him and rule on him ; 


| crofle your owne wills, and to {et your ſelves todo the things that 
we moſt contrary to fleſh and bloud. The feare of the Lord i to depart 


dome. to them that thus feare are all the promiſes of the Goſpel! 
made, yea it is in one word ſaid, thoſe that feare the Lord ſhall wane 


which bcing planted in the. heart of man, doth _ him from fal- 
| ling away from faith, doth preſerve the ſoulcto ſalvation, by wor- 
king in it this good atd vertuous fear®of damnation : as faith kepr 
Noahfrom drowning by making him holily to feare drowning. 


him, and furniſhed it with all foode, and went into it atthe time ap. 


crifice, and 7. and 7. ofthoſe that were cleane, that is fit for foode 
and Sacrifice,at leaſt forthe laſt. b 
Here is his faith which brought forth obedience to the word of 
| God, in ſuch things which ſcemed ridiculous to the world, and 
made him a laughing ſtocke unto all the world almoſt : Neah for- 
| ooth the youngeſt of the Patriarkes, hee will ncedes. be thought 
to have better acquaintance with God, then either Henoch or Methn- 
felch or Lamech or any of his Grandfathers that have lived or do live. 
None of them could ſeea floud comming, none of them had a fancy | 
ofthe worlds being drowned, none of them bethought himſclfe of 
(making an Arke, but this fellow hath gotten ſome new revelation, 


and heeis a buildiog a huge thing like a Cheſt almoſt ſo long,e+c, 


27 egg your ſelves, that this good man was laden with theſc 
coffes, and the like behind his backe, and like alſo before: his face, 
andto. his very tecth. For wicked wittes will never ceaſc gybing at 
thoſe goodthingsthat croſſetheir ſence and reaſon, Yet Noah obeyed, 
went on, built the Arke, that is, was obedientto God in a thing that 
made him ridiculous to the world. So will true Faith do, it will 
make aman obey the Lord in thoſe'aions by which hee ſhallmake 
himſelfe a derifion to all men almoſt, and more then a derifion, a 


1 


[a and ſpoile too. The Obedience of Faith is ſuch an Obedience | 


as will makeall men to beat Gods becke in ads of that natureas will 
cauſe him tobe blamed and deſpiſed of all the world, as we ſeein 
| Abrahon, in Moſes, and in all thoſe almoft that are reckoned upin 
| the 11. of the Heb, Becauſe ir makes a man firmely and ſtedfaſtly to 


from evill, this feare of the Lordis the beginning of true ſaving wil: | 


nothing. Never thinke thar your faith is right and good if it donor: 
| produce this feare, for faith muſt acknowledge God to be fairhfull i 
inall his words, threats as well as promiſes, and this grace is that | 


pointed, and received in with himſclfe and family all manner of 
Beaſts and Birds that could not live bur on dric ground: two and two, | 
male and female of the uncleane that were not fit for foode and Sa. | 


So youthink the man is nor in his right wittes ! Bretheren you caſfily | 


' your ſelves all unlawfull profirs, pleaſures and effeRs of finne, and to | ; 


| 


Now the laſt vertue of Noah is, that he builtan Arke as God,bad 


- 
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| 


| 


apprehend greater good things and greater evill then thoſe that arc 


| for heethar ſees agreater dangerorcvill, will caſily caſt himſclfc upon 
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+: Gere lefſe to ſhun the greater, ſo contrarily agood thing, And ſo 
2 —_—_— goodneſle before the floud. : 
Now ſec in and after thefloud how he carried himſclfe, Hee en- 
ered into the Arke as God bad him, and committed himlelfe to 
Gods proteRion truſting on him for ſafety. Here was no maſt, oare, 
rudder, canvaſſe or marriners.to ſteere and guide this veſſel], a won- 
der it was that the billowes did not caſtir overand over, that they 
did not breake the barres by their.continued rage, and that it had nor 
riſhed with all its burden. But in went No taking all the Beaſts 
with him, aſſuring himſelfe to be ſafe, for ſo God had told. Here 
:5.40-excellent act of faith, even to uſe Gods meanes of attaining the 
good things promiſed, and there reſt himſclfe without any further 


| carking and perplcxity of mind, This wasthe a tof Noahs faith all 


the loudrime, hee heard it raine as if Heaven and Earth would come 
rogether, he perceived the cloudesto be in a fury with rhe ſonnes of 
men, the waters raged and roared, and through the windowes hee 


well enough in all this confuſion of nature. Hee had Beares, Lions, 
Tigers, Wolves and all manner of devouring beaſts within the Arke, 


for our ſoules, for our eſtates, for every thing, uſe Gods means, 
and chen promiſe our ſelves the wiſhed effet, and trouble our ſelves 


21d not being diſmaycd with any feare. O how happy would our 
lives be in.the midft of adeluge of dangers, if.we could thus enter 
into our cloſets as it were, and ſhut the doore: I meane uſe Gods 
meanes and reſt on him. = | 
Againe, Noah continued in the Arke till God bad him come our, 


the mountaines : hee ſends our the diſcoverers, the Raven and the 
Dove, and learnes by them grear abatement, and he ſees with his 
cycs all day when he had removed the top of the Arke, yet hee 
ſtirres not out till God bad him goe out, who had bidden him gocin. 


| Somuſt you do my Bretheren, you mutt tarry in the Arke as it were 


ſo long as God ſees fit and not make haſt our of it of your owne heads. 
Be ſo long in affliftion as God will have you, goe not our till hee 
lcade you out, you may wiſh the time of deliverance, and ſend out 
the Raven and the Dove, uſe the beſt meanes you canto helpe your 
ſclves, eſpecially by prayers ro God, and you may remove the co- 
vering of the Arke, you may looke round about by faith, and with 


| Joy ſee your deliverance comming forward, bur keepethis as accr- 


| taine Concluſion, not to ſtirre out of anyeſtare though never orrou- 


bleſome, till you have good warrant from God going before and 
guiding you. | 


| Now atlaſt ſce what good Noah did after the floud, hee built an | 
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Noabs good- 
nefle 1n the 
floud, - 


might ſee how all was changed intoa Sea, yet there he kept himlſelfe | 
quict, and made account, rhat himſclte and bis houſhold ſhould do | 


hee was never awhit afraid of ſuch neighbours, but reſted himſelte | 
peaceably upon Gods promiſes. O Beloved that we conld do fo 


with no further feare and diſmayednefle as S.Peter ſaith, doing well 


hee perceivedthe waters to ceaſe raging, hee diſcovercd the tops of | 


1 Pet. 3,6, 


Neabs good- 


nefle after che 
floud. 
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In eee ite a 


in a deſire to frame his houſhold ts true” piety; and to eſtabliſh the 
worſhip of God amongftthem, O let each of us learne catefullyro 
acknowledge Gods govdneſſe in great deliverances, afid to offer 
him the ſacrifice of praiſe, if hee have ſafe guarded us from the ra- 
ing-flouds of adverfity and calamity. And let us be carctull eg 


our people publikely arid privately. every way. Build Gods altar, 
offer Gods ſacrifices, I meane exerciſe Gods religious worſhip, 


Gods ordinances at variance. Dot not picke qlarrells with any one. 
ofthem, exalt not one to deprefle another, ler chem all goe together 
in their times, and eſpecially performe the true meaning of theſe ſq- 
crifices. Offer up the ſacrifice of Chriſtin a perpetuall renewing 
of the memoriall thereof in your ſoules ro God ahd renewing of your 


| wee have. received already, and offcr up your ſelves ro God by} 
him to be ſancified ro doe him faithfull ſervice in all holy obedience | 
toall his holy lawes. Betruely, heartily, uprighily religions and de- | 
voute in your whole lives. | | 
But nex?, Noah planted a vineyard, hee fell to husbandry, for my | 
part ] doubr nor but that God had midevines from the firſt, and | 
that though wee heare of no vineyard, yet there might have beene 
ſtore of them. But howſo:ver Noh ſet himſclte to his calling, to 
husbandry. O let bs every man follow him and give himſelfeto his | 
husbandry and his vineyard, the tradeſmans trade is his vineyard, 
every mans calling is his vineyard, belike Noah fall to planting and 
dreſſing thisvine, Abhorre idlenefſe, have ſome vineyard, O how 
miſerable is hee that hath nothing to do 2 O how unhappy athing is it 
to be inthe world as a cipher in Arithmeticke, 

But laſtly, Noh is a faithfull Prophet, and pronounceth Gods 
curſe even againſt his owne ſonnes, herein he becomes to us a pat- 


| 


|  inferiours withour partialicy, wharſoever theiroffences be. 


Noahs finnes, 


| To Hee was 
. druake, 


thing relared too. 


: cealed, So his Sonne Cham finding him lying inthis immodeſt fa- 
| ſhion, was ſcandolized and drawne into a great offence. | 


terne of fidelity in the calling of a Miniſter, even to denounce all 
things that God puts into our mouthes againſt all perſons, how neerc 
and deare ſoever they be, and fo of all Goyernours, to puniſh their 


Andthus you have Xoahs goodncfle, of his badnefſe we have ſome- 


Firſt, that hee dranke of the wine which he had planted ſo over- 
liberally, as that hee was driinken, in his drunkenneſſe diſcovered his 
nakednefſle, being beſides himſelfe with excefle of wine, he had not 
care to keepe thoſe paris covered which nature would have to be con- 


ha 


|eitabliſh arid ſetup the worſhip of God in ourfamilies, and amongft | 


pray, heare, read, mediate, come to the Sacraments: ſer nor| 


faith in it, offer vp the ſacrifice of a contrite ſpirit and broken heore, | 
ſizhing daily for daily finnes and infirmities, offer the ſacrifice of | 
carneſt prayers for all good things, and of hearty praifes for what| 


The Exantple of Cr araCj 


"= Altar to God and offered factifiee th thahkes fot hisdeliverince, and: 


| 


| 
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Here we learatto rake heed of dritikennefe,, and of all immodcſt 
: Carriage, 
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hedoth, and to refraine from ſuch unſeemely deeds, Brethren, if 
any of you have beene drunken, if any have in his drinke or 
otherwiſe perpetrated immodeſt and leud acts, I beſcech you lcarne 
of Noah to repent of it,and be aſſured that upon your repentance 


which bcing bad in cafe of drunkenneſie, muſt needs be | 
| worſe when a man is ſober and hath ability to conſider better what | 


you ſhall finde pardon. And I pray make not your ſoules bolder to, 
perſiſt in drunkenneſſe, by abuſing Noahs example, tor It otiended 
but oncethis way, and through weakeneſle ir may ſeeme, inthat be- 
ing deſirous to refreſh himſclte after ſo long penfiveneſſe in the floud, 
he was freer then. was fit, Ler nothis once offending out of weak- 
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p 


' drunken man will caſt himſelfe into ir, if occaſion offer ir {clfe, as 


neſſe make'you bold to doc the ſame finne 109 and 100 times, yea | 


be you more caicfull ro avoid that treſpaſſe which ſped fo ill with 
Noah. Drunkennefſe will make every man diſcover his nakedneſle, if 
not of body yet of minde. There is no crime ſo notorious, but the 


we may ſee allo in Lot, Wherefore know yee that a good man may 


be overtaken throvgh infirmity with ſome ſuch grofle ſinne, bur he 


will not wallow in this mire, he will not allow himſelte in the pra- 
Riſe of ir, ani give over himſcjte ro be drunk day by day, weeke by 
weeke. And as for theſe grofſe externall a&sof evill, you are to be 
ſo much more carefull to avoid them, by how much God hath given | 
you more power to forbearcthem, for a man hath powerif he willto 
forbeare drinking, and therefore if he doe not leavethis fault, itis be. 
cauſe hee will not, and the cuftome of ſinning doth make the will 
ſo inthralled to evill that a man will needs doe it, not needs muſt 
doe it, whither he will orno, which is ſo farre from cxcufing the fault, 
that it aggravates it exccedingly, | 
Yea beloved take heed of all immodeſt and undecent carriages,by 
diſcovering the ſhamefull parts : for if this were a finne in a drunken 
man, that had not underſtanding to know he did amiſſe, how much 
_ in a man thar is ſober which knowes he doth evil and will 
oC It, 
Now you have Noahs faults and his vertues. Looke upon his croſ- 


ſes and his benefits. 

His crofles were beſides the common miſcries of mans life which 
he ſuffered rogether with others, Firſt, he ſpent his time in vaine Prea- 
ching and no man regarding ir. 

Secondly, he lived to {ce all mankinde deſtroyed and to behold 
a feareiull deluge, and for a whole yecre and more (for the floud 
began on the ſecond moneth and ſeventh day of his 600 yeere, and 
he came not out of the Arke till the twenty ſeven day of the ſecond 
moneth of his 601. yeare) hewas asit were impriſoned in the Arke, 
ſhot up amongſtthe beaſtsand other creatures, = 

Thirdly, he had a graceleſſe wicked ſonne and was pur himſelfe 
to pronounce a curſe againſt him with his owne mouth in the name 


[of God, for hedid itnot our of anger or diſtemper, but as a Prophet 


Noat s crofles 
1 No man te- 
garded h:s 
preach:ng. 


2 Hcelived to 
ſee ail man» 


kind deſtroyed 


3 Hee had 3a 
wicked ſon. 
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inthe Name of God and by his inſtigarion and authority... 
mls as and ſuffer fearefull puniſhments. Hee ſaw the: building of the tower 
of Babel, the diſperfion of men from Babel, the halving and quartering 
of mens apes, the univerſall overſpreading: of idolatry, in ſo much 
 J-h.24.22 | that Abrahams farher Nabor and Terah did not eſcape it. Thele croſſes 
did Noah ſuffcr. » : 

Buckle your ſclves to crofles, and be thankfull if you have not felt 
ſo grievous evills and uniyerſall as thoſe of Noah. Wee ſhould make 
our owne miſcries more tollerableby comparing them with the grea-| 
ter miſeries of betrer men then our ſclves, that have gone before us 
in the like and worſe. Have you leud children 7 ſo had Noah. Doe 
; you labour in vaine in your places 2 ſo did Neab., Dorhthe world run 


vinz hinfclie| dingly did eſcape the common 


from the floud - - | : ag oe. | - 
wk ks wad) of God to deliver his people fiom common calamirics, eſpecially 


Pſal«s 46. 2,3. 


3. ThcLord ac- 


_— ns 1-. would not drowne the world any more, and made a covenant with 


[all ro wickedneſſe 2 ſodid it in Noahs dayes. 
| Againe let us feare to fall into thoſe ſinnes of his which did bring 
upon him great miſcrie. Be not drunke leaſt you become a ſcandal] 
to many through your evill catriage, and leaſt God fer you to ſome 
worke as Contrary to your good like as it was to Noah, when hce was 
|faine to pronounce a curlc againft his owne child. Now goe and 
'thinke of thecroſles of Noah to fright thy ſelfe from (1n. 
His benefits. And lat of all conſider his benefits, 1. Hee found favour with 
t He found f4-| God, thatis, God made knowne his love and kindenefle to him, made 
reY ET” him knowthat he loved, liked and accepred himto life, ſo iris reſti- 
fied of divers others. Now lubourto be good, incourage your ſelves 
in piety, with God you ſhall find favour, hee will make manifeſt his 
love and kindenefſe ro you though men ſeeme to disfavour you, and 
the love of God is athing ſo pretious and comfortable, that irmay 
well overweigh all the anger wrath and. diſpleaſure of men. Jt God 
favour you no matter who hateth you, and this all Gods people may 
be ſaid to find, by walking in the wayes of right<ouſneſſe with Noah, 
for God isnot an acceprer of perſons. 
2. Hce was di-| Apaine Noah was dirctcd by God to a courſe of ſaving himſelfe 
9p fromthe floud with his family pnd many other: creatures, and accor- 
i Gictrudticn This is a ſpeciall favour 


that cternall deſtruction of hell fire that muſt overwhelme rhe world. 
{ This benefit God will giveto all his Saints, and ſafety alſo from com- 
mon calamities when rhe. time ſerves, and fo farre as is fir, ifthey 
ſtrive againſt the common finnes by mourning and ovpoſle the ſame. 
| God will be anarke unto them inthe midſt of a deluge, and they may 
[triumph as David, T will not feare thouzh the waters raze, and though 
the mountaines be caſt into the mid(} of the ſea, asthen they were, Let 
all Gods people fer themſelves reſolutely againſt common finnes, and 
God will preſervethem from common judgements. 

- Thirdly, The Lord accepted his ſacrifice, and reſolved hee 


| 


! 


4. Liyedro ce; T aftly hee lived to ſee his offpring afterrhe floud grow very naught 


| 7H QeN, The Example of Cu P.G 


Noh and all creatures, confirming it by the raine-bow, as a ſigne 
thereof. 
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| may ſcemeto be the onely finnetharthen did caſt the commitrers quite 
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G x Noah. C HA y.6, 


thereof, So God did ſhew his goodneflc ro Noah, and oayehim do- | 
minion over all creatures, and power to cate fleſh, which before God 

had given them no warrant to doe, and therefore I ſuppoſe thegodly 

did not uſually unleflein ſacrifice ifthen. And herein the Lord was | 
gratious to Noah, thatfor his fake he made acovenant. Apd hewasa | 
(figure of Chrilt 1n whom the Lord did make acovenant with all man- 
[kind, then the ſecond time, notto deſtroy them with cternall deſtru- 
ion, ifthey would truſt in his mercy, and repent ofthcir ſinnes. For 
this temporall covenant was a ſhadow of thateternall, into which all 
mankind was agaive admitted through Chriſt thatwasto come. Bur | 
they did ſoone caſt of this covenant in running to other gods, which 


out of the covenant, other ſinnes did keepe them from injoying the 
goodthings of the covenant; bur this did caſt them out of it alrogether, 
ſo that having runne into that they were no longer in the covenant. 
Now ſce Godsgrace more fully to us, that hath renewed this covenant 
which is in Chriſt more evidently, and take we heede of caſting our 
ſelves out of it againe, by following ſtrange Mediators and Jeſufles, as 
Irhinke the Papiſts doe. Whoſoever doth ſecketo any other merits 
but only thoſe of Chriſt, thraſts himſelfe our of the covenant of grace, | 
and Chriſt is become of none effect unto him. 
Laſtly, Noah had rwo Godly ſonnes, and this is afingular favour to 
givea mana Semand 7aphet, if he have a Cam, and that all his ſonnes be 
not diſcoverers of their Fathers ſhame. 
Laſtly after 950.yeares Noah died, and ſo muſt we all after not ſo 
long alife, O therefore prepare wee for the comming of 
death, that it may not take us away in the midſt 
of our impenitency. 
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Babilomians. 
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world till Abram, 


Have offered to your conſideration the Ex- 
amples of rhe Old _— proceede to. 
n 


ſpeake of the World thar Is, as S,Peter 
Sd callesit, 1. from the floud to (_{brahaw, and 

eZ then from Abraham to the death of Teſeph, | 
I forthere the Booke of <Moſes called Geneſis is 
concluded. Now here firſt I will ſetbefore 
you the bad examples of bad men, then the 


good examples of good. Ofthe bad we have | 
Cam, Nimrod, particulars, and the builders of Babel in an heape as | 


it were, and of the good wee have Sem and 1aphet, and the godly | 


poſterity of Sem, whoſe gencologic is noted to ſhew the age of the 


_ Firſt J will begin with Ham and note his parentage and life, forof 
his death in particular coſes hath made no mention. For his pa- 
rentage, he was the fon of Noah borne to him before the floud after 


his 5 00.yeare. for to that age lived he before he became a Farher, and 


after thear inthe whole time ofhis life hee had no more children, God 
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His birth, | 
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The Example of Cnav.s. 


i His lifes 


In which 
1.His benefits, 
he was ſaved 
in the Arke 
from the Des 
luge. 


of purpoſe it may ſeeme giving him but few children, becauſe his 
minde was to begin the preſent world with a few, as he did the 
firſt my one man, thar ſo his bleſſing in the large increaſe of man. 
kinde afterwards might be more cvidently diſcovered. Butthe youn- 
geſt ſonne was this Ham. | 

Now for his life I markethree things in ir. Firſt,the great benefics 
God beſtowed upon him. Secondly, the great finnes he committed, 
Sys thegreat puniſhments which God inflicted upon him for his 
innes, 

Firſt, God vouchſafed to ſave him inthe Arke from the Deluge 
of waters, ſo that he periſhed not with the world, but eſcaped with 
his Father and Brethren. Ir was a ſpeciall and fingular favour,tomake 
himone of the few, thatis, eight perſons that were deliyered from 


| the raging waves, and enjoyed the benefit of a miraculons preferya- 
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tion of thar lictle handfull of men, whereof the Church viſible did 
then conſiſt. 'Wee ſee that one was an Hypocrite, a diflembler, a 
wicked unſanRtified man, who though he continued a profeſſour of 
thetrue religion, and worſhipper of the true God with his Father and 
Brethren, yer was deſtitute of true picty and continued gracelefle, a 
ſervant of finne, yoide of due reverence and charity towards his 
aged Father, Gods Miniſter and the moſt holy man of all thoſe times, 
and. ſerved God with them alone in outward forme and faſhion. For 
had he beene truly good he would not have run into fo foule a fin, at 
leaſt he would not have perſiſted init without repentance as he did. 
Seethenthat rhe Lord ſhewes a great deale of. patience, long-ſuffe- 
ring and goodnefle to hypocrites in the Church, and maketh them 
partakers of all outward benefits and priviledges whichare beſtowed 
upon the Church : ſo did 7ſhazael live in Abrahams family along 
time, and Eſaulonger in Tſaacs.So Core, Dathan, Abiram, and the reſt 
of thoſe rebels and murmurers were brought-out of Zgypt, paſſed 
thorough the {@g, ſaw the miracles,and did care Manna,and drunk wa- 
eer out of the r&Kk,and were ſhadowed with the cloud, and condudted 
by the pillar of fire among the reſt of the ſons of 7acob, And I pray you 
to take heed by this warning, of priding and pleaſing your ſelves in 
this.that you be members of the Church,eſcape divers puniſhments,en- 
joy many mercies,live in good eſteeme among the godly, and carrie 
away as great credit as any other men in the Church. All chis befe!l 
Cham a wicked Hypocrite,and at laſt a damned Reprobate. Iris a dan- 
gerous thing to flatter our ſelves in a bad eſtate and to couzen aur ſelves 
with falſearguments,making our ſelves to truſt upona falſe concluſion, 
and to judge our ſelves Gods children and in rhe ſtate of ſalvation, 
upon ſuch reaſons as have no verity nor ſtability in them. You live 
in-the true Church, ſo did Cham, you live amongſt godly men, 
have. beene borne of godly parents, have beene inſtructed in the 
doarineof godlineſſe, ſo was Cham: you have eſcaped great puniſh- 
ments, enjoyed great benefits, and beene well reputed of by godly 
/men: all 'this befell Cham, and all this notwithſtanding Cham was 
_ curſed | 
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curſed and damned and ſo may you. In after times, the Jewes brag- 
ged of the Temple of the Lord, and the Temple of the Lord are 
we, and yet the Lord rejected them and caſt them out of his ſighr. 
In Chrifts daics the Jewes bragged that, .A1hraham was their Father, 


beare ſuch idle boaſting of their Pedigree, but our Saviour telleth 
them that the Divell was their Father ; yea 1#4as himfelfe was one 
of Chriſts Familie and Diſciples and Apoſtles, and truſted with rhe 
bag, and yet a Divell. O therefore beguile ror your ſelves with ill 
grounded hopes and build not upon arorten foundation. ; 

If you ſay unto mee, why then you leave us in uncertainty 
and affoord us no {ure pillar upon which to ground our hopes. 

1 anſwer, not ſo, but 1 will rurne you to ſome Texts of Scrip- 


and not alone in ſhew, your comforts will hold water as it were in 
rhe day of death and judgement. Terem 7:3. the Prophet bids them 
thoroughly amend their waies and their doings and not truft in lyins 


that, thar isthe onely ſufficient proofe of being Gods children, and 
ſuch as ſhall inherir his Kingdome: allrhatcan be alledged withour 
this is no better then lying words which will deceive. So Tohn did 
after reach the Jewcs, Hat.3.9. Say n0t wee have Abraham for onr 
Father, that Allegation will prove fruitleſſe if ir goe alone, bur whar 
muſt they doe more Bring forth fraits meete for repentance, that is, 
frame your ſelves to athorough reformation ef your hearts and lives, 
and ſo S. John teacherth, Hee that doth good is of God, hee that doth 
evill hath ns ſeene Goa, whoſoever he be that makes ſo good uſe of 
thoſe helpes which God hath jor that end provided in his Church, 
as to attaine true repentance, true amendment of life, that is, a con- 
ſtant and upright care and endeayour to caſt away all tranſgreſſions 
and make him a new heart and anew ſpirit, reſolving in nothing ro 
finne, but inall thingsto walke according to the direQtion of Gods 
Word, and where he faileth ſtill continuing to lament and confefle 
it before God, judging himſelfe, and craving pardon and helpe in 
the name of Chriſt, that man ſhall be ſaved, thar man is a ſolid 
Chriſtian, that manis not a Cham, let him rejoyce in God as a 1ruc 
memberof the Church: bur whatſoever elſe may be either had or 
done withoutthis bringing forth fruits worthy of repentance, is no 
morethen may be alledged by ſome Cham or other. Theteforeagaine, 
I beſeech you fatisfie not your ſelves with other things, bur apply 
your ſelvesto this amendment of heart and life with all ſpeed and 
with all diligence. Let Cham be your warning,truſt not in lying words. 

And further, now that you ſee in the Arke among the eight 
perſons one Hypocrite, who did afterwards evidently diſcover 
his hypocrifie, learneto know that there will be ſuch in the Church 
by the worlds end, as were alſo in the family of Abraham, Iſaac, 


Tacob, 


| 


ture thar ſhall give you ſure arguments of comfort, from which if| 
you can conclude your ſelves Gods people, that you are fo indeed 
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for Tobn Baptiſfs warning would not ſerve the turne to make them for- | 


| words. Loe thorough and univerfall reformation of heart and life, | 


| 
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| Tacob, David,Hezekiah and other good men, even tares among the| 
wheate, and goatcs among the ſhcepe, and untruirtvll branches inthe 
vine, that you may learne as to feare your ſelves, io eſpecially to 
ſatisfie your owne hearts,and not to be offended by the like accidents 
| in your oWNe times. If a man that hath Jorg lived in an orderly 
courſe of life and gotten himſelfe the name of a good man, and en. 
joyed many benefits inthe Church, ſhall afterwards fall quite away 
rom goodnefle, and manifeſt himſelfe ro have beene no better then 
2 Cham, let not this trouble you nor diſmay you, neither take you 
| occaſion from their wickedneſſe ro condemne either goodnefle ir 
ſcife or good men, asto ſay that they be all difſemblers, there is ne-| 
ver a better in the pack, but improve their fall ro the making of: 
| your ſelves more watchfull over your {clves, and prayer-fu}l for 
your ſclves: and ſtill love and honour Gods Church, though ſome; 
that profcſſe themſelves to be lively members of it,doe manitcſt their | 
guile by their utter falling away atthe laſt. 
' We have done with the goodnefle of God to Cram in ſuffering him 


| toliveinthe Arke. Now follow his fins. 
Ces The firſt ſfinne which we gather from thar which ſucceeded is this, 
1. He was a |that hewasan Hypocrite, one that contented himſclfte with a bare 
Hypocr:te, | outward ſhew of goodneſle, and did not labour for the power of it to | 
' kumble him, to diſcover his ſecret faults to him, and to heale his 
 ſoule by bringivg the Image of God,cven the divine nature to him, 
| which wasalſo the finnc of Ca:re-before, and after too of Efar and 
of Indas, and cAchitophel, and many others. Take you heed of this 
| Brerhren,take you heed of this. Beware that you benot Hypocrites, | 
fatisfied with fome externall ſhew of religiouſneſſe joyned with ci- 
| | vill converſation of life, freedome from groſle ſinnes, and orderly | 
living to the world-ward, but ſeeke after the ſoule-ſpirit of godlineſſe, 
'which confiſts in finding out and reforming the corruption of your 
' natures, and the ſecret diſorders of your inward man. He that fo 
prayeth and hegreth,that theſc ordinances make him ſee and be hum- 
 bledin the fight of the filthie quagmire of finne that is within him, by | 
'which he is carried from God to himſelfe, and to finne, and the world 
for his owne ſake, and labours to have his inſide more and more 
Cleanſedand reformed, and drawne up to Godand the things of God, 
this man is a true Chriſtian. But he that ſatisfies himſelfe in an out- 
ward forme of holy duties and of civill honeſt converſation, not di- 
; ving tothe depth of his heart, this man may proove, and if he mend] 
; not will proove a guilefull Cham ar laſt, 
Nor ang the ' But now hisnextfinneis, and Ham the Father of Canaan ſaw the na- 
his Eather, | Kearſe of bis Father, If he had ſuddenly and occaſionally come into | 
Gen,g az. | theplace where Noah lay uncovered, and his eyes beforc he was a- 
warc, had lighted on that object, and he had preſently turned away 
| his countenance from ir with gricfe for his old Parents fault, and 
, | Out of tender compaſſion, that ſeeing had beene no .ſinne. Bur the | 


| meaning is, he gave himſclfe ro ſtand and gaze upon his Fathers 
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anbeſcetning carriage and unſcemely parts, ſo as rodclight in ir, and 
thereby to ſtirre up and nouriſh in himſclte a contempr and flight 
eſtceme of his Father. Hee did nor'ſtee it with pitic and remorle, 
and make the beſt of it as of a marter of infirmity, into which the | 
good old man fell unawares: bur he beheld it with gladneſle, laugh. 
ter, derifion, jelting, ng at his Fathers nakednefſe and mitſ- 
demeanour. This is great fault ro behold the-ſinnes and offences 
chicfely of Parents and other ſuperiours,and moſt of all of godly and 
holy men, Fathers of the Church and of Religion as well as of our | 
perſons, I ſay,to behold their faults with an over-open and a greedy | 
eye, with ſcorne and ſcoffes and contempt of them and of piery, and | 
of goodnefie in and thoroughthem. For this certainely comes from 

nothing elſe, but a ſecret diſlike and averſnefle from goodriefſe it 
ſelfe, againſt which we areglad to pick a quarrell, and are willing 
to have ſomewhat to objett againſt it, thar wee may hinder our 
ſelves from imbracing it, and froma gladneſle alſo to have ſomewhar 
roalleadge in excuſe of our owne naughtinefle, and for the imbol- 
dening of our ſelves to perſiſt in it ſtill wirhour feare. Tr is nothing | 
but hypocrifie, I meane a being contented with a falſe counterfeit, | 
goodnefſe, yea willingnefle ro favour and allow our ſelves in our 
owne finnes, that makerh us with joy and delight in our ſelves and 
ſcorne and contempt againſt them, to gaze upon the faulrs and ill 
carriages of the godly men with whom wee live, which is alſo fo 
much the more aggravated, if the reverence which we owe them in | 
regard of their places, and love in regatd of their necreneſſe to our 
ſelves, have not beene able to withdraw us from ſuch injuriouſ-) 
neſſe. 

This is one ſinne of Ham, curſed Hamthe Father of Canaan, come 
and examine yourſelves, if none of you have acted Hams part againſt 
your Parents, againſt the Magiſtrate, againſt the Miniſter, againſt 
any Chriſtian or neighbour : Have you not beheld the faults of $8 
any ſuch with content and gladnefle in it « have you not beene 
willing to ſtand thinking of that fault? and to make your hearts 
thereby bold to deſpiſe and fleight them, to laugh at them and to| 
cenſure them. If this have beene to a perſon neere and eminent; 
the fault receives great- aggravation by that circumſtance, bur if 
it have beene done to any Chriſtian man though nor of ſuch 
worth or neerenefle, or ro any man at all, it was a wickedneſfle to 
be abhorred, ſhewing a moſt uncharitable diſpoſition; for charity | 
rejoyceth not in iniquity, that is, is not glad to ſee another commit 
ſinne, and withall an heart that is willing to hide its owne finnes | 
and make them ſecme little or nothing, and make ir ſelfe bold to | 
commir them ſtill by beholding other like finnes in other men | 
chietely ſuchas are bound in duty to be, and in reaſon fhould be 
expected to be better then ones ſelfe : hee alwaies ſees the faults 
of others ro ſome miſchievous intention and with ſome evill af- 
_ thar lookes upon them with an open and carneſt eye, as ta- 
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with his Fa. 
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ſuch offences, and ſo will tumble and fall and deſtroy himſclfe againſt 
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| king ſome content 1n this, that ſuch and ſuch alſo be bad as well | 
as himſclfe. ; 7 

Now if you have runne into ſuch a fault, call it to minde andre-| 
pent of it, and know that how great ſocvcr the crime was, your 
' crime was as great or greater in ſo beholding, Hams thus beholding 
his Fathers nakedneſſe was worſe then his Fathers diſcovering him., 
ſelfe. And now I require you to make Ham. your warning, doe} 
not as he did, but as your owne conſciences tell you that he ſhould 
have done. Aske thy ſelfe if thou beeſt a reaſonable man of any 
judgement, whar ſhould this ſonne have done in ſuch a caſe,ſhould 
he not have turned away his eyes from looking on ſuch a ſpeRa- 
cle, ſhould he not have fighed and mourned, and ſaid, alas, alas, ' 
how harh this befalne my poore aged and godly Father, O how! 
was he overtaken with wine that was never wont to exceed him-! 
ſelfe in foode or the like. Should he not hive prayed God tofor. | 
give him and havetold himfelfe in this wiſe, ah doe thou Jearne 0! 
Cham, how weake athing a man is, and how apr to fall into finne, 
that thy ſelfe maiſt learne to be more watchfull, and ſo have caſt ſome 
garment overthe old man to have ſaved him from further diſgrace, if 
any other perſon might have had occafton to approach him : Sure 
you cannot but yeeld that Chams duty had beene to have carried him. 


| 


the finnes and falls of other men, chicfely Parents, Magiſtrates, Mi- 
niſters, Aged men, and men of former godly converſation and of 


ſclfe thus reſpe&ively and pitifully cowards his Father, doe you as: 
duty bound him to doe, not as Icudneſſe and naughtineſſe promp. | 
ted him ro doe. Mend his faul's and imitate them nor, be refor- 
mers and not followers of what was amifle in him : Commiſerate]|- 


vertuous and religious carriage in other Cong : I ſay commilerate 
them, pray for them, lament their weakenefſe and their ſlips, rake 
notice of your owne dangers and ſo wake your ſclves by their offen- 
ces. But whoſoever will contemplate ſuch dolcfull fights with glad- 


thers naked- | 


| withour and nceded not to have beene acquainted with their Fathers 


nefle and inſultations, ſaying, Aha, «ha, as David ſpeaketh of his 
Adverſaries, that manwill colle&'boldnefle to finne and impeniten-' 


thoſe blockes as they may be termed. | 

But I cometo another fault of Chams. He contented not himſelfe to 
ſee but muſt alſo blab abroad whart he hed feene, and tells itnor alone 
to one, but to his two Brethren that were without and did not ſee ir. 
He lefthis Father ſtill uncovered, and gcts him out of doores to findc 
Sem and Tapbet, and ſo ſoone as he met with them, reports, nodoubt 
laughingly and flecringly what he had ſeene, like cnough adding alſo 
words tothis purpoſe, rodraw them tothe like, and bid them gocin| 
andthey ſhould fee ſuch a thingas they would little have thoughtever 
to have ſeene, Butletus ſatisfie our ſelves to take the fault as iris ſct 
downe. He told the fault and told it to his two Brethren that were 


na- 
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nakedneſle, if hee wretched whiſperer could have commanded him- 
feſilence. 

- So you have in him that foule finne of whiſpering of another mans} whiſpering is 
Gults behind his backe, aggravated with the conſideration of the | *8*<** fn. 
perſons againſt whom he finned, his Father, andtowards whom, his 
| Bretheren both ofthem, and where, even withour. Iris a finneand 
wickedneſſe to ſcatter abroad the faults of others, and to divulge | 
thoſe matters of diſgrace againſt-them, which a man might eaſily 
keepecloſe, if he were maſter of his mouth, and is not bound by any | 
| duty to reveale z and eſpecially to blab them to ſuch as elſe would | 
not knowthem, and ſuch as might be moſt grieved and hurt by hea- | 
ring them. This ) fay is a finne, it proceedeth either from atwat- | 
{ling laxative humour cauſing thata man muſt ventall he knowes, and ; 

be ralking of many things, or elſe from an uncharitable diſpoſition; 
to the party whoſe name one tenders not, his perſon one loveth ; F- 
not. Jt is hurtfull to the ſpeaker, feeding his hypocriſte, making | 
him ready to commit the ſame or the like finnes, and hurtfull to the | 
 hearer, to infe@ him or to grieve him, and to him of whom report | 
is madeto reproach and diſcredithim, and withdraw the heart of the 
hearers from him. Ir is much aggravated when the thing reported | 
{1s falſe and uncertaine, taken up upon meere heareſay, and the 
; perſon of whom J ſpeake, either my Parent, Brother, Friend | 
' or Superior, my Magiſtrate, Maſter, or of note in the Church, 
| asa Miniſter, orgminent in goodneſle,as this juſt Noah. This was the 
fault of Cham. 

Icall upon your conſciences to find out your finnes in thElike kind, 
if not degree, have you nor ſpoken of che faults of your governours 
or of others, -to others meerely to diſgrace, or elſe merrely to hold 
up talke when other matter failed. Bretheren do nor count this a | 
; {mall offence, a talebearer, agrhiſperer, a revealer of ſecrets, is no 
ſmall offender. Hee doth not walke according to the plaine rule of 
our Chriſtian Religion, doe 4s you would be aone to, he doth not bridle | 
his tongue, he doth not walke according to charity. He is injurious | 
tothe name of another, and a wrong doerto the whole world, by 
| ſcattering abroad examples of evill, hee ſhewes himſelfe no hater of | 
| finne, thar lovesas it were the ſmell and ſavour ofir. He isa manifeſt | 1 
| tranſgreſſor of Gods Commandement, and at laſt makes himſelfe | 
odious to thoſe thar heare him, and to thoſe thaxare ill ſpoken of by 
him. For the hearer cannot chooſe bur diſcourſe thus, if hee ſpare | 
not anothers name, whether will he ſpare mine in another place, and | 
| therefore I have no reaſon to truſt him or be familiar with him, and | 
| he whom he hath miſreported will heare of it ar laſt, and then hee 
| will hate him, as a perſon treacherous and falſe-hearted, and cannot | 
| bur. reaſon thus with himſelfe, ſo long I have lived by him and ſo | 
| neare, ſo often have I beene in his company, hee never opened his 
mouth to admoniſh me, but in mine abſence ro do me diſgrace hee 
| hath not beene ſparing. Ie cannot ” that he wiſheth my goodin his. 
—_ heart, 
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3. His punith- 
merits. 

1, God curſed 
him in his (on 
Canaan. 


heart, thatuſcth not his tongue to do me the greateſt good, that Is, to 
reforme, but doth imploy it todoe me the greateſt hurt he can, that 
is,to diſgrace me. 

| Therefore if you have becne whiſperers,'ſce the faultand be ſorry, 
| It is a Cham liketreſpaſſe. And now charme your tongues I pray you, 
as from all evill language, ſo ſpecially from telling other mens ſecrer 
ſinnes abroad, and making that open which might have beene well 
keptcloſe: Whoſoever hath made bis Brothers faults, eſpecially a 
Parents or the like, open to any man, ifhe himſelfe might have kepe 
them from that one without finne, hath committed a finne in ſodoing. 
Further then wee are moved by the neceſſity of our duty to reveale 
other mens offences, weare bound in duty to conceale them, farther 


| 


—_——- —— 


[not but be a finne to talke ofthem. You muſt not thinke, that it is at 
your liberty to declare your neighbours ſecret faults, when you will 

our ſelves, you would not have others deale ſo with you. As wee 
may not lawfully hurt our neighbours body till ſome neceſſity of duty 


his body. Ceaſe, ceaſe to be whiſperers, above all take heed you 
bee not worſe then Charms, for hce ſpake nothing but what he ſaw 
with his owne eyes, O do not you dare to ſpeake what you never 
ſaw,but either conjecture alone of your owne head,or haveonely heard 
of others. - 

Thus wee have done with Chams fault, now let us confider his pu- 
niſhments. ' 

God curſed him in his ſonne Cazaar, not that himſelfe in perſon 
was exempted, butthat the curſe ſhould ſhew ir ſelfe moſt apparently 
upon Caxaar, and that 71/racl! might be more encouraged to goc up 
againſt the Canarrzes, a nation antientlygeurſed of God, and his curſe 
ſtandeth in this, that he ſhould be 4 F. 2ow of ſervants, not ſo much 
ro men, although that alſo in that was underſtoqd and fulfilled,burto 
Idols, to finne, to Satan. So Chamby diſcovering his Fathers fault 
gets a grievous curſe upon himſelte and his poſterity. | 

O leanne to terrific your ſelves from this finne, by threatning your 
ſelves withthis curſe. Shall J provoke God to curſe me and my chil- 
{ dren after me 2 ſhall Iſow the ſeed of miſery formy ſelfe and thoſe 
that are tocome ofmy body hereafter « Ler Godsſeverity upon thoſe 
whereof himſelfe hathgiven us knowledge inthe word, make us care- 
full to preſerve our ſelves from their offences, and to that let us both 
acknowledge our owne aptneſle to the ſame crimes, and inabiliry to 
deliver our ſelves from them, as alſo crave as the hands of God the 
gracious helpe of his Spirt te preſerve us. 

If any demand, But why ſhould the curſe fall on Canaan for Char 


| fault * 


I Anſwer, The Lord hath. all the children of all wicked men ſo! 


| then it would haye beene a ſinne not to have ſpoken of them, ir can- | 


[bind us, ſo neither his name, for the ninth Commandement, art leaſt | 
rhefift requireth to be as chary of rhat,as the fixt doth to be chary of| 


farre obnoxious to his juſtice, that ic cannot be 9 w-ong in him to | 
______ puniſh 
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ouniſh the Father inthe ſonnes,orthe ſonnes in the Parents, So have we 
done with Cham. : 

The next bad man of whoſe badnefſe the Holy Ghoſt takes notice 
:« Nimrod, Hce was the fourth from Noah, and thus his geneologie 
riſeth, Noah, Cham, Cuſh, Nimrod, His name fignificth wee will re- 
bell, or arzbell, whitherby chance orotherwiſe givento him ; of him 
this onething alone is noted, that hee begar to be mighty in the earth, 
Gen.10.8. hee was a mighty hunter before the Lord, infomuch har his 
name gave ocTafion to a proyerbiall ſpeech, if any man would dc- 
| ſcribe a violenttyrannicall fellow, he would ſay, as Nimrod the mighty 


ter of men, the word tranſlated huntizz may well be engliſhed foode 
or prey, and hee may be called a man of prey, that is, of ſpoileand 


make himſclfe a commander over men by force and ſtrength of armes, 
ſo that his finne, was ambition, uſurpation, tyrannifing, thar is,a vi- 
olent inforcing men to yeeld to his dominion, whether they would or 
not, though he had no right orcitle to command overthem, for hee 
was the ſonne of Char, who was the youngeſt of Noahs ſonnes, and 
withall accurſed of God to be a ſervant of fervants, and yet he would 
make himſelfe a commander over others, and we have it noted what 
City he began firſt to ere his tyrannie in, viF, Babel, whence it may 
ſceemethe plague ſpoken of afterwards did drive him, and yer he left 
not but went to other Cities, and made his dominion ſtill larger and 
larger. 

; SH of him to take heed of ambition and tyranny, J need not 
to pray you to forbeare a tyrannicall uſurpation over Cities and na- 
tions, buttake you heed of that degree of tyranny which is incident 
to men of your ranke, even of carrying out your owne will againſt 
equity and right. A tyrant is an odious name, this mighty hunting 
made Nimrod infamous, he did openly profefle and practiſe it, which 
ſeemeth to be meant by calling him mighty hunter in the fight of God. 
He cared not for God nor min, but openly and in the ſight of God 
and ma"? attempted to ſubdue the nations and people round about 


hunter. By hunter here is not meant an hunter of beaſts, but an hun: |. 


—{ 


him, and to, make himſelfe agreat commander, Put away from you 


which are together wrapped up in this one word tyranny; ſo Ihave 
done with theſe two particular finners. 

I goe on to fer before you a troupe of ſinners all at once, whereof 
I conceive that N/zod was the ringleader, for it was done ar Babylon 
his City which he built, and which he had conſtitured the head and 
Metrapolitan City of his dominion. The fault you have ſer downe, 
Gen.11.223,4. vis. that paſſing through the countrey Exſtward from 
the place where Noah lived, and meeting with a very fruitfull plaine 
in the land of Sh:nar, that is, of Chaldea, they conſulted to make 
brickes (for thatthe countrey afforded not hewne ſtone, ) andtouſe 
| a kind of naturall mortar or ſlime that abounded in that place in ſteed 


ambition, vaine glory, coverouſneſle, violence, and all thoſe finnes | 


Gun. Ham, Nimrod, Babylonians. Cnarno 87 
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Nimrod, 


What his name 
Ggmticth, 


booty. Hee was the firſt that affeted to erect a Monarchie, and to | The firſt that 


{t:ove co ere 
1 Monarchues 


| 


W.s as a tyrant 


and amaoiuo.s, 
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| 
Vaine-glory, 
Carnall con- 
fidence, 


| 
[und eagerly about the tower, afore the Lord did crofle them by that] 


long while, and to finiſhtheir Ciry. But whenthey grew ſo mad that 


of artificiall mortar, and ſoto build a City and a Towne that ſhould | 
reach upto Heaven, mooved thereto partly out of an ambiticusde. 
fire of a great name and credit ro cominue long afterwards, and to 
ſpread farre and neere for the preſenr, ro prevent diſperfion, which 
their guilty conſciences cauſed them to feare, though no ſuch thing 
was yer begun to be executed upon them. Here we muſt informe you 
of their finne, which was not ſimply the building of a City, nor buil- 
ding of it of ſuch matter, bur ambition and vaine glory, and carnall 
confidence, and then the puniſhment of their ſinne in the dividing of 
their rongues, and ſcattering themabroad. = 7 
Firſt then their fin is a vaine-glorious cen of a ſtrong City ard 
an exceeding high tower, joyned with a confident perſwaſion that 
they ſhou!d ſave themſclves from any miſchicfe and calamity, by 
meanes of their City. The occaſion that did further them to this 
worke is, thatthey were all of one language, and ſo would cafily agree 
upona bad thing, and tharthey met with a fit place, and had fic matter 
brickeand lime, and tharthey were fo fully bent upon it to finiſh this | 
theirrower, thatno meanes was left to ſtopthem, but Gods comming 
downe upon them with ſome heavy chaſtiſement, I conceive that they 
had finiſhed, or neerc finiſhed their City, and were now ſetting apace 


puniſhment, For ſecing Babel was the beginning of Nrwwrods King- 
dome, and that he could not have finiſhed it after the diviſt.n of 
tongues, if he had not done it wholly, or for the moſt part before, it 
will follow in likclihood, that they were permitted to ſettle rtherea 


with a City they would have a Tower, as it were to ourface God and 
fave them from diſperſion in deſpight ofhim, then ir was hightime 
for the Lord himſclfe to oppoſe them. Here there are 3. finnes, 
1. Vaine-glory, 2. Carnall coiifidence, 3. Wilfulneſſe and obſtinacy. 


| | 


| Oblttnacie, | 


{and Tower. 


Vaine-glory, forthey ſought aname by an exceeding ſtrong City and 
high Tower. 2. Carnall confidence, for they imagined to make| 
themſelves ſafe from diſperſion and miſery, by meanes of thar City 
3- Obſtinacy, becauſe that God himſelfe witneſſerh 
they were ſo fully bent upon their projets, that except by violence, 
there was no way to ſtop them in their attempts. Here be z.ſinnes in 
the Babel builders Tower. 

They gave themſelves to earthly mindednefle in hunting after a 


| | 


| 


Vaine-glory | 
a ſinne, 


name, and this they would gct forſooth, by ſuch a building as the 
world had never ſcene the like for greatneſie and height, and never 
ſhould ſee. Be not you vaine-glorious, ſtudying to doe ſomeearthly 
vainething, for which yon may be talked of farre and neere, and for 
a long time. This is vaine-glory, the vice by which men affero be 
famous and much talked of, and magnified in the world for ſome 
great carthly matter that they havegorten, for getting agrear dealc of 


riches together, for raiſing their family, for a finc houſe, for being | 


the firſt thar did ſuch or ſuch a thing orthe like. Be nor I ſay vaine- 
glorious, } 


—_ 
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(Sare notfor ſuch kinde of praiſes and commendations : bur ſer your 


| reports. This vaine-glory will ſo choake all true defire of goo 


w- 


df 
! 
a. Be 


lorious, let not your heans affe@ this foaming froth of mens rongues. 


hearts uponberrer things,roget you a name it Heaven, and incarth ro 
be good,holy, juſt. Praiſeis athing which the Apoſtle commanderh 
wto follow, but by praiſe he meancth praiſe. worthy things,not praiſe 
ir ſelfe further then it is a neceſfary effet and companion of t ings 
praiſe-worthy. Be good for conſcience ſaketo God, that ſo you may 
have,though you ſecke not after it,good cfteeme of men and their good | 

c 
andall true goodneſle, thatat laſt ic will make you to fall intothat high 
degree of Hypocriſic, as with the Phariſees you ſhall doe all your deeds 


—_—_ EE es, 
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to be ſecne of men,andif you doe any good thing, ſhall even looſe your 
reward in Heayen. | 

Bur againe, take heede alſo of carnall confidence, rhat is, promi- 
fing your ſelves ſafety from any afflition in reſpe@ of any outward | 
thing. Thar is carnall confidence, to make ones ſelfe belceve rthar he 
ſhall continue ſecure from all carchly dangers in reſpeR of a Cirie, 4 
Tower, a friend, agreat cſtate, or the like. Alas, all theſe things 
be vanity and lies, they arc the arme of fleſh, Truſt nor in Princes, 
truſt not in Horfes or in Chariots, truſt not in wiſedome, truſt not 
in man. The Holy Ghoft doth every where diſſwade men from this 
vaine confidence, and pronounceth acurſe againſt them char eraſt in 
flcſh and tells them that they withdraw their hearts from God, He 
that conceiverh fo well of any ear. hly thing as to promiſe himſclfe 
ſafety from har, is made careleſſe by rhat of ſeeking Gods favour, 
andis ſo carneſt aftcr that, as hee will nor have leafnre to thinke of 
pleaſing andobeying God, and ſeeking to him and trufting on hin. 


to God to diſcover to you the vanity of all carchly 
things, and to ſhew his Onmiporency and All-ſufficiency, thar ſo he 
may be your confidence and your dread. 


| 


ſ 
{ 


;areſo bem upon ancvill courſe, as no words nor other like meanes 


Laftly, beware of that finne of wilfullneſſe and obſtinacie, that 


will rerne you from your ill courſes, this ws the finne of Fbes 
ſomes, of Pharaoh, of Iſrael, of _Amazich. This is a fore-runer 
of miſchicfe, Hee that hardens his heart againft a reproofe ſpall ſarcly 
come to mi ſchiefe, lst no man ſtay bim, When the Lord ſecs thar 
words will not ſerve the turne, he comes with rods, and if the rod} 
will not divert men from their evil} parhs, then ſwords muſt. 


Wherefore ou of! a flexible and tractable diſpoſition, 
daner rn ws y xible and traRable diſpoſition, and an 


prayto himto give you a minde full of light that may quickly dif- 
_ "_ =_ an heart full of ſoftneſſe ra may quickly be with- 
om tf, 


Now conſider thepuniſhmemts, God cornes downe to fee, thit is, 


Gen. Ham;Nymrod,Bdbylonians, C na P.11.] 
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It is a fearefull ſinne, and yet aco-nmon one, liardly can men keepe | 
their hearts from commitring this idolatry, you mu't hunbly pray | 
and rerrene | 
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afily be diffwaded from an evill way. Pray to God,| 


at ; , : 


89 


2-Carnall con- 
fidence i$ a fan, 


3 Obftinacicis| 
a fin, 


takes notice of their fine and wilfullnefſe in it, and therefore con- 
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languages is a 


ment, 


Sem and I9- 


red their Fa- 
Gen.g.23. 


mentof ſtrange 


bet, their ycr- 
rues,they coye- 


rooknerk ines deed, it was common with him and Zapher, they went backward, 


{ heavie puniſh- 


| gate ſhame and. confuſion, and were thence diſperſed, from whence 


[that onely drowned the men who lived in the preſent time, this 


— — 
— 


goe downe (by the powerfull worke of his hand). and to confound 
thejr languages, and by that meancs to ſtop their worke and ſcatter 
them thence, from which effet the world did call that Citie Babe! 
or confuſion, ſo inſtead of great honour and a great name, they 


The Example = "Crap, 


ſules with himſclfe, the Father wich the-Sonne and Holy Ghoſt to 


they expected ſifery from diſperfion. Thus God catcheth the wic- 
ked .in their owne devices, brings miſchiefe on them from that * 


uniſhments to lay upon ſinners,for who would have cyer had a dreame | 
of ſuch a thing as this,viz.to havethem made unable to ſpeake their 
mother languages, and all of a ſodaine to ſpeake gibriſh one to ano. - 
ther, So powerfull is God over man that he cantake from him, his} 
rongue, his wit, his ſoulc, all things in a moment. 

Tt was an heavie chaſtiſement making way to much ignorance; 
and barbariſme, and to much warre and bloudſhed, and to 2 
great eſtrangement among mankinde, and to great toile and la. 
bour for the getting of all learning , and canfing much errour 
and miſtaking in all Arts and Sciences chicfely in Religion, fo 
chat. next to our caſting our of Paradiſe and to the flond it deſer- 
yeth the name of rhe heavieſt puniſhment that the world hath felt, 
yea in reſpe& of the ſucceſſion of men it was worſe then the floud, 


hath drowned in ignorance and errour all ſucceeding times, Let us 
feare the Lord our God whoonely doth wonderfull things, and can 
tell how to plague his enemics with heavie ſcourges, We have now 
finiſhed the Examples of theſe bad men. 

| Looketo the good, Sem and 7aphet,and Sems poſterity to Abram. 


partly out of modeſty, and partly out of filiall reverence and reſpe&t 
| whichthey bare unto him. Thus, thus ſhould all good children doc, 
even refuſe to. ſee their Parents nakedneflſe or any. thing that might j 
| withdraw a due regard and feare of them, any ſinnes or weakenciles 
of theirs . notwithſtanding, or all men :ſhould..be ſo truly loving 
| one towards another, as to u 


s 
f 
{ 


| them; and of preventing the miſchicfe that may clſc follow of 


| irates, Miniſters, . keepe. ſecret if you can their ſecret faults, and | 


Of Sens note his good deed, his reward and his death ; for his good 


and fo covered their Fathers nakednefle, that they might not ſec it, 


ie fO) ſerhe mantle and yeile of love tg cover 
a, multitude of finnes, ſo as to goe backward as it were and not ſec 


- 


them, Wee. ſhould what in us lies and fo farre-as duty will ſuffer, | 
conceale the faylts of all men, further then the neceſſity of healing | 


them will permit us. Every man would be fo dealt withall him-! 
ſclfe, Who doth nor praiſc-the vertuous carriage of theſe two Bre-| 


- 
£ 


thren. Imitate it, I beſeech you chiefely towards Parents, Mag!- 


| 


) 


COVE- 


wherein they truſted for ſafety, and ſhame fromthat from which they, | 
expected glory. Yea ſee here, that God hath ſtrange and unwoned' | 
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hide their ſhame from: breaking forth. Nothing is more fit to be | | 


{ 


Gen. Ham, NCimrod,Babylonians. C na PI, o. 


| 


GR ————r—— 


covered then finne. It is like a carkafſe which doth leaſt hurt when | 
cis buried under ground, ſo farrethercfore as duty will ſuffer you, 
bury, bury it,under ground with it, and lctirlic hid under the garment 
of ſilence. Sec it not if you can chooſe, ſay nothing of ir more then 
you muſt needs. oy : = | 
Now conſider the bleffing with which their goodnefle was rewar- | Theirbenefirs, 
ded, Sem had God for his God and the dominion of Canaan given | _ —_—_ , 
him, thatis, the true Religion was to continue in his poſterity, the | in their pofte 
Meſſiah tocome of him, and his ſeede to have the poſſeſſion of the | city. 
land of Canaan, and Taphet at laſt was to be brought to the parti- 
cipation of the ſame Religion with him, by the perſwaſion of the 
Goſpel!l. So it is a great mercy to have the true Religion continued 
| in a mans poſterity, and to be brought from errour unto the truth. 
| Whether 7aphers ſelfe were a godly man, it is not certaine, bur in 
doubtfull things it is god to incline to the beſt fide, and to take 
things in the beſt part, therefore we will thope that he was ſo, and 
| with Se92 did inherit the bleſſing in his perſon as well as after his 
ſeed was admitted'unto ir. And let us now bleſſe God that hath per- 
formed this Propheſie, forit is likely that we of theſe Countries are 
of Taphets poſterity, and now we ſcethe Lord of Heaven be blefled, 
that God hath perſwaded usto acceptand imbrace Chriſt and ſo to 
dwcll indeed in the tents of Sem. —- | 2 | 
But now forthe ſeede of Sem they were theſe, TAHrphaxad who li- | The ſeede of 
ved 438 yeares, almoſt 200 fewerthen his Father Sem, as Sem did | 
350 fewer then Noah. Selah wholived 433 ycares, the halfe alone | Ou 
of the lives of men before rhe floud, for at the floud God did ſhor- 
ten mens lives by halfe, to keepe them from ſo great a height of 
wickednefle, as inthat long lived age they came unto, andto ſhorten 
the toile of the godly upon earth. Heber lived 464, the longeſt of 
all but Sem: after the floud, it is likely he was a very worthy man, 
from him the name Hebrewes came to his poſterity, and endured for 
' many ycarcs after. Peleg lived 239 yearcs, about the building of 
.the Tower of Babel, ſo you ſee then God ſhortened mans life one 
f ; halfe, ſeeingthem againeto grow ſo exorbitantly wicked. Rev lived 
s alſo 239 yeares, juſt as long as his Father; which is not found in any 
other that Iremember, Serug lived 230 yeares. Nahoy lived 148 
| yeares, it may ſcemethat he was the firſt of the Patriarkes that fell 
| to Idolatry, for Laban ſware by the gods of Nahor, therefore his life 
; | bs almoſt by halfe as ſhort as any of his predeceſſors. Then Terb 
lived 205 yeares, he fell to Idolatry but repented afterwards and 
| went with his ſonne Abraham towards the land of Canaan, 
dying in the way, and buried his eldeſt ſonne beforc 
| FE himſclfe, which had not befalne any Parriarke 
before that we readeof. 


(201) | | 
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THE EIGHT 
EXAMPLE. 

O F 0 
ABRAHAM. 


F | — | 


| | 


T is agreed upon by all, that from Adam | 
rothe floud there paſſed 1656 yeares inclu. | 
ſively, I meane from the beginning of Adams 
Creation, Noah was the tenth from _A1dem 
incluſively, Abraham the tenth from Noah 

$ cxclufively. I meane not reckoning Noah as 
_ one. How many yeares paſſed berwixt the 

1/7 | £&4u floud and Abrahams birth, it 1s uncertaine, 

% I becauſe the relation of Abrahams birth Gep. 
11.26. js ſet downe in ſuch words as have miniſtred occaſion of 

| difference to the Reader. Terah begat Abraham, Nahar and Haran, 

' bur at what age he begat cach of them, ir is not manifeſted : Some 

'thinke, that Abraham was the firſt-borne, begottenat his fathers 70 | 

 yeare, ſomethinke that hee was the youngeſt begotten at his 130 | 

| yeere, fo there is differenceof yeercs in the account by this meanes, 

: 65 yeares;but I rather incline io them thar thinke Abraham was the 

eldeſt ſonne ar his Fathers 70 yeare, for ſurely if Abrahams Father 
had bcene able ro become a Father at 130.yeares, ir would not 
have brene ſaid of Abrahams ſelte, that he was as good as dead at | 

2 Io yeares old. Ir is improbable, that there ſhould have beene ſo 

| great difference of bodily ſtrength berwixt the Father and the Sonne. 

Now from «Abraham forward, the Holy Ghoſt maketh his ſtory; | 

more' | 
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more large thenthat of former times. We ſhali follow Gods pen and 
| proponnd uaro you this Father of the faithfull, tha* by doing his 
workes you may ſhew your ſelves his children, In him looke to his | 


1. Birth, 2. Lite. 3. Death. 


| A4brahans For his Birth, he was the ſonne of Terah, borne as ſome thinke 
_ about the 200th yeere of the world,ſome 352 yecres aftcrthe flaud, 
but as ſome thinke 60 yeeres ſooner, abour 1948 of the world,and| 
His Life. after the loud 298. For his life we will conſider his carriage good; 


and bad, andthe things thar befc!] him good and bad, : 
Let us begin wich his yertues and good deeds, and obſerve him as | 
an excellent patterne of all vertues and goodnefle,that we may profit 
the better by conſidering his life more particularly. Lerus fce what | | 
vertues and good decds he practiſed rowards God firit,and rhen ro- | | 
:- wards man. | 
a9*—""7Y t®| Firſt for God, hee is commended for faith, Abraham faith the| |} 
| His taith, | Author of the Hebrewes, by faith called of God,&c. and Abraham by| | 
Heb.1t-8& | faith offered up, ſo that faith he had, and was cailed the friend of 
God, as the Apoſtle S. 7Tames witnefſerh, now withour tawh ny man |. 
can poſſibly pleaſe God or be his friend. So had Abel as we ſhewed| | 
[you before, ſo had Noah, ſohad Henech, ſo had all the godly at| 
all rimes. This grace is the cardinall erace, rhe radicall grace, that ; 
vpon which all other graces grow as on their roote,and on which they | | 
{move asthe doore upon its hinges. Therefore you that would be 
called the childrenof ©Abram,heires of the blefling of Abram, come 
and compare your ſelves with him, and ſee whether you be faithfull 
Whar faith is.| a$ he was, to that end know, that faith is the grace by which we be- 
leevethings inviſible and ſupernarurall concerning another life here- 
after. So the Apoſtle diftinguiſheth walking by faith from walking 
by ſence or ſight, and Faith i ſaid to be the Evidence of things nat 
ſeene and ground of things hoped for. Reaſon and naturail ditcourſe 
will informe of things ſenſible and natural! concerning the pre. 
ſent life, bur the things that are above ſence and reaſon concer- 
ning a future life hoped for hereafter nothing doth informe us bur 
ror and faith is that grace by which the ſoule beleeverh ſuch| : 
things. =] 
Three a8s of {| It hath three forts of aRs in regard of which it is ſtiled by three | | 
-- "0 ; | titles: Faith of God, Faith to God, Faith in God. Faith of Godis| | 
which hh | ©hat by which we beleeve that there is ſuch a God as indeed he is..| | 
fowe a&ts | All Conceits of God arenot of faith, but thoſe aporehenfions of him| | 
which 2gree to his being and conceive himrto be ſuch as himſcelfe doth | | 
ſet forth himſelfe to be, and you ſhall ſee what Abraham beleeved | | 
concerning him. 1. He beleevedthat this God was one and bur one 
as the Scriprure witneſleth of him. He worſhipped God, he called 
on the name of God, he builded an Alrar to God, not to gods or | | 
more gods, but to one God )z nwovan. 2, Hebeleeved rhat this | | 
| one God was True, Omnipotent, able and willing to doe any thing 
{that he ſhould ſpeake, viz, that he was All-ſufficient and faithfull, 1 
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S Pal witneſſeth, being fully perſwaded that what he had ſpoken 
he was able alſoto performe, and Heb.11. that he was ableto raiſe} 
him from the dead. 3. He beleeyed thatthis one God was poſleſſor 
and judge, and therefore alſo Maker of Heaven and Earth. And 
4. That he was righteous and woulddoe righteouſneſle in puniſhing 
the wicked that lived in fſinne, and in ſparing and being favourable 
to the righteous man that did ſtudy ro walke before him in a good 
converſation. Now theſe be rhe principall things to be aſfentedun- 
to concerning God. | | | DET 
Secondly, Abraham had faith ro God, that is, he gave conſent POO 
to all thoſe things that God ſaid, becauſe he ſaid them, which ne- 
ceſlarily followeth from his acknowledgement of the truth, power, 
and All-ſufficiency of God: So doth the Author ro the Hcbrewes 
note, that ir was a land which after he ſhould receive for an inheri- 
tance. He beleeved that God would give him that land according to 
| his promiſe, and he beleeved above hope in hope, that he ſhould be 
; Father of many Nations, and;it is ſaid, that God preached the Go- 
| ſpell unto him, ſaying, 1» thy ſeed (which is Chriſt) Jhall al Nations | Gal.z.8. 


Ye. v8, <PIC" 


| be bleſſad. He beleeved that of his ſeed ſhonld come the Meſſiah 
| which fhould free mankinde from the curſe, and make them partakers 
| of the bleſſing. So he belceved Gods threats againſt Sodome, thar 
God would deſtroy it with fire. x _” 
Thirdly, he believed in God. 1. He truſted upon his mercy in the | 3-F#ith in God 
promiſed ſeede,that for his ſake,not forthe worth of his owne rightc- 
ouſmeſſe, God would be mercifull ro him and ſave him. He beleeved | Rom. 4 3. 
in God, and this faith was counted unto him for righteouſneſſg. He was \ 
juſtified by this faith as the inſtrument, he did not worke, meaning in 
reſpe of juſtification, he did notthinke to be pardoned and accepted | 
for the workes ſake, but beleeved in him that juſtified thoſe which in 
themſelves be ungodly, by juſtifying he meanes, pardonerh their 
| ſinnes, asit is ſaid, Bleſſed is the man to whom the Lord will not 7m. Plal.z2, 3. 
| pute ſinne, for the promiſe was not madeto him by the workes of the 

] Law, but the righteouſneſſe of faith, that is, the righteouſneſſe with- 
out workes as he deſcribed it before. Now if you have this faith and 
alltheſe ads of faith, then you are Abrahams ſonnes, if nor, in | 
vaine doe you lay title to his inheritance. Therefore trie your ſelves, | 
and if you havethis faith then know your ſelves happy, if nor, you 
| arc farre from bleſſedneſſe, you are ill under the curſe. PEE 
; Bur ſecondly, Abraham feared God. True faith will bring forth bots Mm 

; the feare of God, not the paſſion of feare, nor ſlaviſh feare, nor 

teare of flight, butthe feare of caution and warinefle, a not daring 
ro offend God, as the Lord himſclfe witneſſed of him, ſaying, Now 
I know that thou feareft mee when thou haſt not ſpared thine onely ſonne. | Gencr1.r2, 
Loc, the feare of Godis ſuch adiſpoſitioa of heart to God-ward, out 
of the apprehenſion of his excellency and greatnefſe and juſtice, 
that will cauſe a man notto be bold to dareto omir any worke that 
Gods Commandementr injoyneth him unto, and ſo not to commit any 


—_ thing | _ 
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= thing that God condemneth. I pray you conſider, have have you 
this vertuous feare of God? Doe your hearts ſtand in awe of him £ 
' ſo that you flic from the offending and diſpleafing of him, as from 
thegreateſt of all evils; thoſe thar have Gods fearc before their cyes, 
they are godly like Abraham, thoſe that have it not, they are wicked, 
as Abram thought the men of Gerar and Egypt to bez O labour for 
ir, if you have it not yet, get it, if you have, it, labour to irccreaſe 
and nouriſh it by confidering his great excellencic and great terrible- 
nefle, 

EY A third vertue, Abraham had obedience, that is, his will was 
"44 thoroughly ſubjet to Gods will in all things, ſo thar he held thisre- 
ſolution within himſelfe, that whatſoever God bad him doe thar he | 
would doe, for which God praiſed him,ſaying, becauſe thou haſt obeyed 
my voice, and the Apoſtle, ſaying, he obeyed and went out, Obedi- 
ence is areſolution and indeavour to doe all that God bids,becauſe 
ro he bids. Let us take ſome ſpeciall ats of obedience,wherein Abraham 
aig CO. did crofle his reaſon, and his affeCtion, and his credir, and his profit, 

and all to performe the will of God. even therefore onely,becauſe God 
bad him, whom he durſt not out of feare and would not bur out of love 


 _ | follow in allthings. : 
fe LE Firſt, God gave him Commandement to leave his Countrey and 
Gods Come | Fathers houſe, to goc out into a land which he ſhould ſhew him : A 
mandement. | ſtrong Commandement, leave all thy kindred and goe into a Coun- 
trey thou knoweſt not whither, but goe from place to place as 1 
ſhall ſhew thee. Here ſeemed no reaſon in this Commandement,bur 
Abraham obeyed it,Gen.12.1. 

x Lid an Secondly,whenhe came into the land of Canaan, he did not build 
tents ar Gods | a Citie, nor an houſe there, but dweltin tents as the Apoſtle notcth, as 
ommande> | a pilgrim and a ſtranger,not having poſſcſſion in itat all, ſo much as a 
Heb.11.9, | foot, God gavehim noplaceof abode, but cauſed him towander as 
himſclfe rellech,Gen.20.13. This ſeemed an unhappy and unſetled 
life, and fleſhand bloud could not take content in ſuch a kinde of li- 
ving, butbecauſe God injoyned Abraham ſo to live. He ſubmitted 
himſelfe and did live ſo, ſave that onely he boughta place to buric in, 
 ___ [as being fill mindfull of his death. | 

3. Circumciſed) A third heavie Commandement he received from God, Ger.t7. 
all the males | 10. and 26, God made him to circumciſe himſelfe and all the males 
of his family, | of his family,andall that ſhould after be borne when they were:eight 
daics old, and he made no queſtion of it:To circumciſe wasto cut off 
the top of the uppermoſt skinne of the ſecret part; This ſeemed the 
fooliſheſtrhing inthe world, a mattcr of great reproach which would | 
| make him, as it made his poſterity after, roſeeme ridiculous to all the 
, world. It carried an appearance of much undecencie and ſhamefull- 
nefle, to cauſe all his ſervants to diſcover themſelves unto him. Much 
more might have beene alledged againſt this ordinance, what good 
could itdoe 2 what was any man the better becauſe he had wounded 


' himſclfe and purthis body to that torment 2 yet for all this, Abraham 
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diſputed not, objected not, madeno contrary allegations, butpreſently 


eAbraham. 


the ſclfe ſame day tooke himſelf and his ſonne 1/hmael and all his ſer- 
vants in his houſe, and circumciſed them according to the comman- 
dement of Almighty God. ; : 

Yet a foutth commandement more tedious and contrary toreaſon 
and affctionthen all theſe, which was of it ſelfe exceeding grievous 
in his Gght, as the Holy Ghoſt witnefſeth, that is, rhe expulſion or 
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excommunicating of his ſonne 1ſhmael, and of his mother Hagar, yet | 
when God commanded him to doe it, Gez.21: 12. hee roſe up the 
next morning betimes, v.14. and ſent away both the motherand the 
ſonne. 

But laſt of all he obeyed a commandement, that ſeemed to cantra- 
di nature and religion, and Gods promiſe, and his owne ſalvation, 
and the ſalvation of all men, and the truth and honour of God him- 
ſelfe, ſo that God was ſaid to try him to the utmoſt in that comman- 
dement. It was in ſacrificing 1ſaac, as the Spiric of God note h. Heb. 
I1. and Gen.23. God bad himtake 7ſ/aac, and not inſtantly kill him 
in the place, but goe three dayes journey, and not knocke him on 


this ſonne, the ſonne of his old-age, the ſonne of his love which was 
ſo deare unro him, yea the promiſed ſeede in whom it was ſaid, 7» 


| Iſaac ſhall thy ſeede be called, and this ſonne he offeredafter a moſt mel- 


ting conference betwixt himſelfe and 7/4ac his ſonneall alone. Here 

was an obedience incomparable and unparalable, no man ever 

didthe like except our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who offered up himſelfe, 

_ muſt needes be dearer to himſelfe then 7ſaac was to Ad- 
raham, 

So now marke the cxcclleney of 1brahams obedience; hee was 
obedient for the matrer in hard and difficult things, for the manner 
promptly and readily without gaine-ſaying, ſpeedily and preſently 
without deferring, and univerſally without excepting, without pic- 
king and chooſing. If you be able to produce ſuch obedience ro 
juſtifie your fairh, rhar it may appeare your faith is a working faith, 
then have you faith indeed and not in word alone: bur if your faith be 
not accompavyied with an obcdience of the ſame kind, though not in 
the ſame degree, whereby you are able to yeeld your ſelvesro God, 
reſolving in all things readily and without delay or murmuring to yeeld 
unto him, how are you obedient? how have you faith, ſuch afaith 
as was CAorahams, All therefore that ſay they belecve as Abrahans 
did, but yct obey not as Abraham did, yea are wilfull againſt Gods 
Commandements, refuſing ro doe knowne duties, and to leave' 
knowne ſinnes, that will not circumciſe the foreskin of their hearts, 


nor leave their countrey and Fathers houſe, nor caſt out their 1ſhmaeds, 
nor offer up their Iſaacs, | 


oOmpa and if your obedi- 
ence be not like his, T ſay as before, having the ſame ground, extent, 
and properties, it is but a counterfeit faith whereof you boaſt, and no 

K 


om... 


the head and there an end, but offcr him for ſacrifice. But what was | 


all ſuch are beleevers alone in ſhew and not | 
{1ndeed. Compare your ſelves with A braham, 


_ true! 
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in you true ſubjeion ro him, and to make you like £4 braham his ſer. | 
vant : for God that wrought his heart to ſuch flexibleneſle, will ang 
can performe the ſame for you. Pray him to incline your heartstg 
his ſtatutes, beſeech him to write his law in your hearts, and ro cauſe 
you to keepe his Commandements and judgements and doe them, 
And if you find ſuch an obedience, though not ſogreat, yet that which 
hath the ſame ground, and ſtrives to atraine the ſame extent and pro- 
perties, then take comfort, and benot afraid to call your ſelves ſonnes | 
and daughters of Abraham, for Zachens was the ſonnc of Abraham, 
when leaving his greedincfle, hce could make reſtitution and give to 
'the poore. 

Now a fourth yertue in Abraham, was religiouſneſle, for itis ſaid of | 
him, that hee built an Altar to God, and thar hee worſhiped Gad, 
'and that he called on the name of God, and that he payed tithe of all 
he had to <Melchiſedech, and this is for our learning. We muſt call 
upon God, we muſt profeſle and practiſe truereligion, we mult offer 
\reall ſacrifices on Chriſt the Altar, we muſt alſo pay tithes of our 
'goods, Ger.12,7, You have an Altarbuiltro God, a profeſſion of his 
true religion among the Cananites, there he called on Gods name, 
that is, performed publike worſhip of ſacrificing and praying, one | 
named for all. Andwv.13.14. againe it is faid, tnat he came tothe| | 
place of the Altar which he had made atthe firſt, and there called on 
the name of the Lord. And v.18. there at Hebroz he built an Altarto 
the Lord, and when God appcarcd to him, C. 7. v.43. he fell on his 
face before God, ſhewing all due outward reſpe@t unto him, whenhe 
{pake unto him. And C.14. Melchiſedech was Prielt of the moſt high 

od, and he met Abraham and blefled him, and Abraham gave him 
tithesof all. Tdo notthinke he meant onely of all the ſpoiles, though | | 
that hee did too, but a conſtant tithing of all he had is meant. This | 
tiching was an acknowledgement of his ſubjeRion to Melchiſedech, and | | 
ſo neceflary to be performed to Chriſt who is a Prieſt for cver after | 
that order, who muſt bleſſeand take the tithes of us. 

Surely tirhing is no Leviticall ceremony, for it is not originally 
and primarily due to the Leviticall Prieſthood, butitis ducto aneter- 
nall Prieſthood, even that after the order of Melchiſedech, and there- 
fore ſo farrcas TI ſee, itmuſt be cternallydue, neither canany man law- 
fully forbeare to pay them tro Chriſt, neither can any man receive 
them in Chriſts ſteede, but he that is Chriſts officerto preach in Chriſts | | 
ſteedand ſow his ſpiriruall things. | 
Now I pray you Jooke that you be religious as Abrahaw, profeſle 
religion, come to Gods houſe, call on Gods name. Learnethatpub- 
lique prayer is an holy ordinance of God, frequent thar, and doenot 
ſlight and deſpiſe it as many of you do, offer up ſpirituall ſacrificesto 
God. Pay your tithes duely of all; which I know none of you all | 
thatcoth make conſcience of, youthinkethartoo deare a price to buy 
the worſhip of God with, but why ſhould you not ſhew your ſelves] 


| 
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| [make it manifeſt to be a Leviticall ceremony, you might thinke your 


| Icometo ſhew you nextthe good carriage of Abrahamto men-ward. | 


. Carriage tO- 


| ſhew him what ſhould become of the Sodomites, and he out of mercy 
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ſubje&t to Chriſts Pricfthood as well as Abrahams ? I f you could 


ſelves diſpenſed with it by Chriſts comming 3 But you cannot ſhew ! 


aty good reaſon why it ſhould beſo, and hereis agood reaſon it was 
not ſo, for it was due to a Prieſt of another order then that of Aaron, | 
whereforeſhew your ſelves trucly religious, by a conſcionable ſerting 
|apartto God the tithe of all you have, as Abraham did, For when 

hereit is ſaid he tithed all, and inthe Hebrew the ſpoiles, it is no reaſon 

to ſhorten the wider place by the narrower, but to reconcile bothto- 
gether thus, he paid tithe of all, and alſo of the ſpoiles, as well as 

{ other things. I am in hope to prevaile with you for all otherthings, 
but in this I have no hope to prevaile, becauſe profit pleades againſt ' 
me, and becauſerhe thing is controverted and denied by divers. Now | 


| whena coſtly ſervice is queſtioned, O how hard isir roperſwade men ! 


to ſee that truth and follow it. Well I ſhew you mine opinion, and | 
leave it to God to perſwade you, but in other things which ate not 
controverted, I pray youto obey as Abraham did, and to ſhew your | 
religion as hedid. And ſo we have ſhewed you Abrahams faith, obe- | 


our lives. 


Firſt himſelfe, then others. For himſelfe, I requeſt youte note, Firtt | 
that he was a very humble man, truely humble, one that did eſteeme 
himſelfe nothing in compariſon with God, and thar is true humilicy, | 
to have a meane cſteeme of himſelfe out of a true apprehenſion of 
Gods greatneſſe, and the infinite diſtance betweene God and him- 
ſelfe, you ſhall ſee this in Abraham, becauſe when God came to 


was mooved to pray earneſtly for them, he ſaith unto God,1 am duit 


and aſhes, O good man, that when he came neere to God, he hada 
ſence of his owne meaneneſle, and intitled himſelfe no better then duſt 
and aſhes. | 
| This humility muſt wee alſo be cloathed withall, ir is a neceſſary 
| fruite of the knowledge of God and ourſelves, without which we can- 

not be true Ceriſtians. Ir is the-cabinet and ſtorehouſe of all graces. 
Trallures God to give us grace, it cauſeth all croſſes to ſeeme cafy if 
| God will lay them on, it makes all duties appearereaſonable. lr is a 


dience, feare and devotion. O that we could ſhew the ſame yertues 1n | 


| grace by which a man becommeth like unto Chriſt, who humbled 
; and made himſelfe of no reputation. Paul was nothing in his owne 


| hath ſaid, thar if we humble our ſelves we ſhall be exalted. For alas, 
| be we not finnefull, and ſhall we nor then be humble 2 Be wee not 

morrtall men, be we notdamnable creatures, and ſhall we not be hum- 
{ ble! Beloy ed, ſcarchif you havethis grace, that is, a meanceſteeme 
| of your ſelves in reſpe& of your nothingneſſe compared to God, and 
your finfulneſſe in your ſelves, and if you find your ſelveslaid low and 


eſtceme. David counted himſelfe a flea and a dead dog, and Chriſt | 
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The Hebrew 
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| Eph,6.4, 


$. Was loving 
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2» Trained up 

5 Family o/ brought them up godlily and religiouſly, and raughtthem vertue and 
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” |goodnefle, as is witneſſed of him, Gen.x8.19. I know hee will com- 


wo-d iS ambit» doth COMme, 


<> 


The Example of Cu ar.1,&c, 


R——— 


'  Youhave thevertues of Abraham in reſpeRof himſelfe. Nowiate. 


[ 


| ſpe& of other men, Firſt his family, theh others without his fa- 


mil . . | 
| For his family, conſidered generally and ſpecially. Generally, he 


— 
- 
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mand hu houſhold to keepe jndgement and juſtice, and to keepe the way 
of the Lord. It he had not taught them the good way how ſhould he 
require them to keepe it, and the word fignificth ro command and 
reach both, and ir is thar of which uſually the word tranſlated precepts 
Ahraham then was carefull to teach his people. the 
waics of God and to teach chem all goodneſſe. Hee did thar to his 
houſhold, which God hath cominanded us, #ring them up in the nur- 
ture and information of the Lord. For indeed God did bid him cir: 
| cumciſe his children and ſervants, and if he mult adminifter the Seale 
of the Covenantto them, then he muſt teach rhem the Covenanr 
it ſclfe,eventhe whole doctrine of godlincſle. 

| Brethren, benot anumber of you farre from following Abraham 
in this matter 2 you have not gottenſo much knowledge as to be able 
bas teach your people the do&rine of true piety, the way of God, ju- 
ſtice and judgement, nor doe not ſtrive tro get knowledge. And 
many that have knowledge make no care of communicating. Ah if 
he that providesnot for the family things needtull to the body denies 
the faith, hows he guilty of that fault, which doth not provide for 
their ſoules. I beſeech youthercfore be humbled for your omiſſion 
of this duty, and ſet about it now you have helpes enough, andmay 
have time enough, if you will redeeme time from vanity, Dae what 
God praiſeth Abraham for, and what he maketh an argument, why he 
will reveale to him all that he doth. 

 Againe, ſee how CAvrehamcarried himſclfeto the particular mem- 
bers of the family. Fir{t rowards his wife : ſecondly rowards his 
children: thirdly towards his ſervants. | 
| Forhis wife, you havea notable example of love and gentleneſſe 

to Sarah in bearing with her paſſion and diſtemper, and imperiouf. 
nefle,as you have it noted, Ger.15.5,6. when ſhee flew upon Abrahar 
with a falſe and vehement reproofe, ſaying, my wrong be upon thee, 
that is, thou art in blame, the fault is thine, it is long of thee char I 
am ſleighted by my maid, ſhee beares her ſelfe bold of thee, thou 
holdeſt her up in it, and ſo concludes with calling God to be judge 
betwixt them. He dothnor anſwer her againe with words as hot and 
tcſtte as hers, butin gentle manner yeeldethto her, ſaying, thy maid- 
| ſervant is in thine hand, doe with her what thou wilt, This is an ho- 
| nourto him, if he had beeneput intoa rage by her rage then had he 
| beene overcome of evill, butnow heis aright conquerour and over- 
| comesevill with good, when he continued meeke and paſſed by her | 
| diſtemper and yeelded to her paiſion. 

| Bcloved, you thar be husbands, I pray you follow this example, I 

pray. 
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ray you be not bitter againſt your wives. Benot wrathfull ro them | 
ifyou ſcethem in paſſion, if they take you up falſely and cauſcleſly,! | 
and blame you for that forwhich you arc not blame-worthy, beare | 
withthem, give them good words, doe what you can to farisfic and | 
content them, ſhew love and wiſedome both at once. Carry your | 
ſelves to them as men of knowledge, not as men of ignorance, and 
give honour to the woman as the weaker veſſcll, this is the counſel! | E 
that S. Peter gives you. Be ruled by Abrahams deeds and Peters | ; per.z.7. 
{words. Itis the greateſt honour that a man can ſhew to himiclte | | a 
|to be able to beare and forbeare. A.wiſe man beareth things, an | ,j., | 
unwiſe man cannot beare. The wife is ones owne fleſh, apiece of 
2 mans ſelfe yea more then a peece. We are commanded ro love: 
them as much as our owne ſclves, and to cheriſh them as Chriit 
doth the Church; O be humbled for any paſſions or Afhmagers 
you have ſhewed before your wives, or towards them, eventhough | | 
they have provoked youfirſt: and now beſcech the Lord ro make | 
you like Abraham that ſo you may keepe your families in peace; 
|even though you have paſſionate wives. | 
Perhaps you will ſay, that Sar«hs paſſion brake our but once, bur | | 
your wives very often. | 
 Tanſwer, firſt, it is not certaine that Sarah was paſſionare onely this | 
| onetime. Shee that did fall inro other diſtempers might againe fall | | 
intothis, bur if ſhee did not, Abraham that bare this, our of the | | 
ſame reaſon would have borne them too,if ir were a duty to deale | F 
thus mildely at one time,it was a duty to doe ſo alwaies. | 
What then, ſhall a man let his wife beare out her paſſions ſtill and h 
| ſleight him thatis her head 2 | 
| Tanſwer, firſt, better ſoc, then fill ones ſelfe with paſſion too. And 
ſecondly, I anſwer, a loving, milde, gentle, admonition afterwards, 
will prevaile more to make a woman remember her ſelfe, then pre- | 
ſent rage and bitterneſſe. A drunken man is beſt curedby rebuke when 
| heis ſober,and paſhon is but drunkenneſle. 


| You ſee Abrahams carriage to his wife, now I come toſhew you | | 
his carriageto his two ſonnes. 1. Heloved them both very well, as e__— ” 
is evident by his praying for 1ſh»zael, and his taking the matter hea- | ry mel 
| vily, when Sarah would have him caſt out of doores, but yet helo- | 
ved neither of them ſo well, but that he could be content to havethe 
| one caſt out of his houſe, and the other burnt for a Sacrifice, and to cut 
| off bottrtheir foreskinnes. | 
i; So Parents muſt learne to lovetheir children, but with a moderate | 
| love, ſuch as thar they can be be content ro put themto ſmarr, ſo 
{ farre as God will have them put to ſmart, even by juſt correRionto 
| cut off the foreskinne of their hearts, yea to part with them, if 
| God will have them baniſhed, or goc into another Countrey, yea 
| to have them dic if God will have them dic. Such a moderate love 
which is ſubordinate tothe love of God, we muſt have and exerciſe 


|tothe fruit of our bodics, and we muſt ſhew the ſincerity of our 
wo K 3 love 


_ — 


——G_— 


A— 


CCS 2 


\ 


| 


— — _ 


O24 oO 24 OO AOna—_—_ 


192 |QGzN., 


| __— —_— — —— — ——— ado. 


5.He provided 
a 200.1 wifc 
for //a4ce 


| 


. 
— 


{ God hath made heire, even theeldeſt, unlefle his wickedneſle dil-in- 


| loyetothem by praying for them,and the moderateneſ! e of ourlove 
being able ro puniſh them duely, andto part withchemeven by death 


neſſe, and immoderateloveto.them. Inordinare loye of a childeis a 
reat fault, it will undoe the childe, it will make him deſpiſe and 
abuſe the Parents, it will nouriſh all vices in him , it 1s the next 
way to make God croſſe aman in him, it makes a childean Ido],pray 
to God thereforeto moderate your love. 


he had to 1/aac,as wee have it, Gep.25.5,6. So mult a good Father, 
provide for hischildren convenient portions, that they may be able 
to live comfortably, and providethem fir callings, as Abraham did, 
but make moſt account of the moſt godly, and let him be heire whom 


herit him, and I ſuppoſe thar it muſt be ſome great wickedneſle for 
which a man ſhould diſpoſleſſe the eldeſt of rhe-greater part of his 
eſtate, yet ſtill the eldeſt muſt have ſuch a larger portion as that the 
younger may havea convenient part for them too. | 

Learne to be aſhamed, you that are ſpendalls, and keepe nothing 
for your children, have nothing to give chem: and learne-you allro 


| be moderately carefull for them, and diſcretely and indifferently 


liberall rothem. Let not one have all, the othernothing, letnot any 
ofthem be thruſt off with nothing for the others ſake, bur be a Pa- 
rent to all,O be husbandly and thrifty to get and ſave, and be ſeaſona- 
bly liberallto them, yet ſo, thar ſtill your ſelves be in ſuch caſe as 
not to make your ſelves underlings tothem. 


| 
| 


|ſeeme he had not much with her, as you have it inthe whole Chapter 


| could not elfe have affirmed it ſo certainely. You that be Parents, 


; affected to them with a ſpiritual! love, let it be in ſeeking their good | 


| hath rhe richeſt husband with largeſt revenues, bur that hath the god- 
 lieft husband, moſt abundant in vertues ; ſure a Father ſhould make | 


Againe, for 1ſasc, CAbraham was carefull to provide a wife, even 
one of the beſt he could though hee ſent farre for her, and it may 


of. Gep.24. Here eAbrahamistobe imitated, if in any thing concer- 
ning a child, he looked to have agood wife more then a rich. O if 
you that be Parents would doe fo, how well would it goe with ma- 
ny a family 2 what is he or ſhee, not whathath he or ſhee ſhould be 
the queſtion £2 

Abraham knew that God would provide a wife for his ſonne, it is| 
probable he had prayed for that mercy and received an anſwer, he 


mult prayto God to give a wife or husband toyour ſonne and daugh- 
ter , and make piety and vertue the chiefe match-makers : If 
you wlll ever ſhew your loveto be a ſpirituall love, let it appeare to 
be 1uch to your children, if by any meanes you will ſhew your ſelves 


really, not imaginarily. That wqman ſhall live happieſt, not which | 


A 


his daughters happinefſe the maine end of his chooſing an husband 


od 


Abraham provided for all his other children by gifts, and gave all | 


T be Example of CHAP. 11,&c,! 


1 
; 


| when God ſhall ſend ir. O bewaile your carnallnefſe and unloving. | 


tor her, or elf> heis not prudent, for prudence is avertue by which 
Q a 
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1 man doth worke rightly to happineſſe. I ſay the ſame concerning| 
the wife; be you therefore imitators of Abraham here, and be aſha- 
med as our Saviour ſaith in another meaning} to ſeeke thoſe things 
after which unſanfified men and heathen doc onely or principally 
{:cke. : | 
I ſhould have named one grace more'in Abraham towards God, | Anorter grace 
chat is, patience, I doe not meane ſo much or onely in bearing affli- | coma Goa, 
tions, as in a contented tarrying for the promiſed ſeed. A quiet | his Patience. 
waiting till benefits come, and a quict bearing of croſſes that did | 
| come, this is patience, a being ſilent tro God and waiting on him : 
Abraham had waited divers yearcs, no ſonne came, his wife was 
[barren, yet he waited and ſtill continued co hope, that God would 
oive him a ſonne ar length according to his promiſe. See, how 
you can waite upon God if he deferre the performance of his pro- | 
miſe, and that without muttering and without fainting. This is an ex- 
cellent thing to beleeye, pray and hope ſtill though God deferre the 
accompliſhment of his word. Learne this grace, Bleſſed is hee that | 
by faith and patience can inherit the promiſes, as it is ſaid of ourgodly | 
fore-farhers. 2 | 
So Abrahams vertues to God are faith, feare, obedience, wai-' 
ting or hope and devotion. And to Sarah I ſhould have named ano-|,,. ,.....; 
ther. He mourned moderately for her and buried her honourably, | moderarely for 
for he bought aburying place of the childrenof Heth, that he might | $9746. 
interre her with all due reſpe&t. So ſhould an husband moderate his 
affection with diſcretion, and joyne diſcretion with his affeQion, thar 
he may both ſhew ſome convenient meaſure of ſorrow for his wives 
deceaſe, and alſopower to keepe forrow within compaſſe both for 
degree and continuance, and ſo ſhould wives ſtand affeed to hus- 
bands, and all friends each to other, and a decent funerall according 
to each mans place muſt be affoorded, to teſtifie their good will to 
|the whole perſon when it lived, by due carriage to that earthie part 
of it which js left behinde. Thoſe yoke-fellowes therefore that are 
glad orwould be glad of each others deceaſe, and care not what be- | 
comes of the body of each other, they muſt be blamed as naughty 
and unloving husbands, and thoſe that make no end nor keepe no \ 
meaſure in mourning muſt be blamed as over-loving and carnally lo- | 
ving. Letus ſomourne as to ſhew rhe thing was deare we paited with, 
and withall, that we know we have better things remaining with us 
then an earthly friend, 
| TI muſt now ſpeakeof Abrahams good carriageto his ſervants; There | Abrahame | 
was one principall ſervant, Ruler, Steward, Over-ſeere of his houſe, | 990 ©17"ase 1 
his name is Eliezey of Damaſcus,Gen.t5.2, Him 1; He lovedmuch. | vans, to ztis 
2. Truſted much, becauſe by good inſtrutiens and examples he had Lars com 
through Gods bleſſing made him fit and worthy to be both loved |* ns 
anderuſted. His loveto him he ſhewesin ſaying to God (whereby ir 
1s manifeſt that he did not counterfeit, for Abraham was too godly to 
tell a counterfeit taleto God) one berne in mine houſe ſhall be mine heive. 
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Agood ſervany] LOE 2 good ſervant ſhould be very deare unto his maſter, ſo that he| 
ſhould be re | ſhould plentifully and liberally recompence him (for to fay that a 
ſpc&ted, ſervant ſhould be made ones heire if he have no children, that I dare 
not, but Idare ſay he ſhould be plentifully and liberally rewarded |} 
out of great love.) The Lord commanded that an Hebrew ſervant |: 
ſhould nor be- put out empty, but that his Maſter ſhould communi. | 
Prov.:7.18. | cate to him of his goods, and Salomon ſaith, that 2s hee that looketh 
to the fig-tree ſhall eate of the fruit thereof, ſo ſhall a good ſervant that 
attendeth bis maſter come to honour, his meaning is to ſhew, thar Ma- | 
ſters ſhould not be indebted to their ſervants, but ſhould reſpe and 
preferre them... Thoſe therefore that having good and vertuous ſer- 
vants, ſhall nor ſhew themſclves liberall, and courteous, and loving, 
but quite contrarily, froward, and unloving,and niggard:y,aremuch 
to be condemned, as men that have not wiſedome ro conſider, how 
much benefit a man hath by his ſervants, ſo that neirher could men 
et riches nor enjoy them if they wanted ſervantsz neither could 
they be withour then in many other reſpe&s, and if the ſervants be 
ood, next to God, above all men hee ſtands moſt beholding to 
them. His life is intheir hands, his goods are in their hand, and to 
ſpcake as the truth is, hee 1s more indebted ro them then they to 
him. A ſervant might morecafily ſhift for himſelfe without a Maſter, 
- | then a Maſter live as he doth without ſervants : wherefore I com- 
mend unto you all humanity, love, courtefte rowards your ' ſervants 
that be good and faithfull, ſuch as feare God and doc their duty in 
ſuch ſort as humane frailty will permit unto your ſelves. Labour to 
bring your ſervants to be religious, and truſtie, and diligent, and if 
they beſo, ſhew all good will to them and incourage them in their 
duty by loving entertainement, eſpecially ſeeing now: they be free. 
men and not bondflaves that are your ſervants. | 
| Againe, Abraham truſted his ſervant with the weighticſt buſineſſe 
| of his life, getting a wife for 7/aac, and bound him with an oath, 
| but ducly limited and freed from all doubt and difficultie as much as 
| might be, as you may reade, Gen.24. inthe beginning, cauſing himto| þ 
| 1lay his hand under his thigh and ſweare abour that bufineſſe, alone| |} 
limiting him ſo that he ſhould be freed from ir if his friends were] | 
wanting tohim. So agood Maſter ſhould truſt a good ſervant, onely 
giving him neceſſary inſtrutions,and cautions, and if matter be of ſuch 
weight, laying the bond of an oath upon him, for no bond ſtronger 

| then thar, none fitter to binde a godly man: what might be the mea- 
| ning of laying the hand under the thigh in ſwearing, I cannot learne 
| nor conjecture my ſclfe,onely it had ſome due fignificationin all like- 
| | | Iihood, as our laying the hand onthe Bible and kiſſing it. Jacob alſo 
| required it of his ſonne 7oſeph, ſo that it may ſeeme to have beene 
| Conc in ſome religious reſpe&, whether intimating the expeRarion 
of the promiſed ſeed to come outof the loynes of Tacob and Abraham 
I cannot ſay. Bur whatſoever this geſture might meane,we note that 
| Abraham truſted his ſervant, and ſo muſt all men needs doe in ſome 
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| would, as yon may read,Ger.13.7. 
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| that is a little inferiour, no not for peace ſake, imparting with a little 


degree,and therefore had need to chooſe good ſervants,or dotheirbeſt 
ro make them ſuch as may betruſted. 

Now for all the reſt of his ſervants young men fir for warre, they | 
were 318. with whom he foughr againſt the Kings that vanquithed | 
the Sodomites. He did traine them up to warre as was fit, and there- 
fore they are called his trained or in(irufted ſervants, and when hee 
had gotten the victory, they had leave by him to cate of the ſpoile; 
ſo that a good man ſhould bring up his ſervants according to his place 
fitly todo him ſervice, and atleaſt ſhould ſee thar they have foode for 
them ,chiefly whenthey labour and take paincs, 

I proceede to Abrahams carriage toward forreiners that were not 
of his houſe, whether kinſmen or frinmen as we call them, he had 
one kinſinan his Couſin german Zet, that was ſonne to his brother 
Haran, him he loved very well, and ſtudied to keepeall good peace 
and correſpondency with him, and to remove all contention, and for 
that end, when their ſtates were growne ſg great, that they could not 
conveniently dwell rogether, becauſe beingAojournours they were to 
take up but the waſte of the land, which no naturall inhabirant had 
polleſſed, or clſe to take land for money of the inhabitants if they 
could ſpare the ſame, he came to Lot and made the motion of peace, 
and after gave him his offer to chooſe what part of the countrey hee| 


Here is an excellent vertue of fo mild and peaceable a diſpoſition, 
that ro prevent ſtrife, can yeeld to his inferiour, in ſeeking to pacific 
him by going to him with peaccableand quiet words and offers, and 
ſofarre part with his owne right, as to give the otherthe betrer a great | 
deale, rather then proceed to jarres and diſcoments. O that we could 
all imitate Abraham, eſpecially bretheren, kinſmen, and neere friends, 
and be ſo defirous of unity and accord as he was, not ſtouting it out as 
many do, with ſhall T yeeld fo farre to him as to goe to him, to let 
him have his way, let him come to meif hepleaſe, andlet him yeeld 
tomee, Moſt of our ſpirits be ſo big, that they will not bow to any 


of their right forit. But know, it 1s an honourtobe able to beare and 
forbeare, he hath the moſt wiſedomeand grace, that can partwith his 
owne right, rather then continue a quarrell, ifit benot ina-mapter of 
very great weight, wherein great dammage ſhould come to himor 
his family, by parting with it. And know, thatto ſtand over highly 
upon tearmes, and not to bate ajot or tittle, as ſome menuſe in boa- 
ſting wiſe to affirme that they will not, is a proofe of a man led 
much by paſſion, and filled much with pride and ſelfe concei- 
tednefle. Hce knowes not the valew of peace, that will not redeeme 
it with bending ſomwhart even to his inferiour, chiefly a neere 
kinſman. The thing therefore J am to commend unto you, is pea- 
ccableneſſe, and forthat end moderation and lowlinefſe of carriage, | 
in yeelding a little more then needes to thoſe that ought rather to 


Abrabams car» 
riage to his 
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| He was peace- 
ible, 


| yeeld to you, and certainely the comfort that peace and — 
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| 2 He reſcued 
Lot and redee- 
med himourt of 
h1s « NemiIes 

| hands, 


He was loying 
ro Lot. 


| whole buſinefle. 
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| will repay you withall, ſhall prove it a good bargaine ſo to purchaſe 


CaCC. 
4 Againe, Lot Abrahams kinſman was taken by the Kings that con- 


quered Sedom and Gomorrah, and when Abraham heard of it, he ar- 
med his owne ſervants, andgot his confederates to joyne with him, 
and by force of ſword redeemed Lot out of their hands, as you have 
the ſtorie, Gen.14.14,1516. together with all the g00ds and people 
of Sodewe, prudently ordering the bartaile by night, and comming 
upon them ſecretly and unawares. Here are three excellent yertues 
of Abraham, Firſt, Love to his kinſman Lot. Second, Courage and 
reſolution, that durſt fight for him. Third, Prudence in ordering the 
For you mult take notice that Abraham was alittle 
Prince, a kind of petty King in thoſe dayes, asappeareth by the car- 
riage of Abimelech and othets to him, and therefore he had warrunt 
and ground enough to make warre againſt any King, State or perſon 
upon a juſt quarrell. 

| But firſt maarke his love to Lot, although Tot was lately departed 
from him, yet his loveto Lot had not lefrhim, but he was atcoſt and 
labour and hazard to redeeme him from captivity. Muſt not wee 


learne of him to ſhew grear loveto our kinſmen and ſpeciall friends, 
if they be in danger perill and miſery, even to doe all that according 
ro our places we may to ſuccour, relieve and reſcue them, againft 
wrong, violence, oppreſſion and like calamiries. Be charitable and 
kind kinſmen and bretheren, cleave to your kinſmen and bretheren, 


| 
| 
He was coura- 
Z1OUS, 


| 
What courage 
19, 


| 
| 


| 
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and ſo farre as you may lawfully, and as your places will beare,defend, 
maintaine and helpe them againſt unjuſtice and injury. No man muſt 
joyne with his kindred in afinneſull and unjuſt cauſe, but in a good and 
honeſt and juſt cauſe, he is not of Abrahams minde, that will not ſticke 
tothem, and helpe them whatin him lieth. All therefore that deſert 
| their friends in honeſt matters, ſor feare of alittle coſt or paines orthe 
like, are to ſee, thatthey be notgood imitators of this good man, nay 
nor any that doth not according to his place, ſuccourthe oppreſſed, 
which Salem commendeth under a queſtion ſaying, wilt thou ot de- 


a brother prefſed with a bundle of injurics. 

Againe, Abraham ſhewed courage in this worke, for had not hee 
beene of good reſolution, he would not have dared ro oppoſed him- 
ſelfe to a conquering army and a Prince, that had held divers other 
Princesin ſubje&ion, and now came forthar purpoſe intothoſe parts, 
to ſubdue thoſe that had caſt of the yoake. Loe how a good man 


| muſt be couragious too, and not ſuffer himſelfe to be deterred from 
| his duty, or any good and commendable worke, by feare of danger. 


Courage is ſuch a diſpoſition and frame of mindthar will not be daun-' 


red by perills and dangers, and by cvill accidents, that he may en- 


. counter in the workes that his place requireth, bur will reſolve what 
'1n him lies, with due refiſtance to repell them, or if they cannot be 


; Tepelled, to beare them. Such courage Abrahams here diſcovercd, 


ſuch 


— 
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liver him ? For muſt we ſuccour an Aﬀe preſſed with a burden,and not. . 


MT. 


| G * Ns A lrobas, 


erskire you: but gocthorow with good workes, whatſoeyercomes 


poſed to perill, and is irnota good thing to be valiant againſt all other 
dangers * . ; 

"Knd thar you may be couragious in all things. Firſt, be ſure the 
cauſes in which you put yourſelves in hazard, begood and juſt. Se- 
condly, be ſure that you take God along with you, by keeping his 
fayour in 2 holy converſation, as Abraham did, orclſe courage may 


quickly faile and deceive you. 
Andnext, learne todeale prudently in all affaires, as Abraham did, 


night, and dividing his men againſt his enemies into ſeverall bands. 
The excellency of a buſineſle ts in the wiſe carriage of it, Iabouring 
ro get convenient aid and helpe, and then chooſing firtimes and ſea- 
ſons and other circumſtances: We muſt blame our ſelves therefore 
if by any indiſcretion or failing, we have hindered our owne good 
ſucceſle inour affaires, as often times mendoe, and mult pray to God 


ourowne diſappointment and miſery. 


|them. 1. To the Sodomites, 2. To the Caranites, 3. To Angels whom 
| he tooketo betravellers. 

Firſt to the Sodomites, firſt he did moſt heartily intercede to God 
for their ſparing, if there had beene found, 50. 40, 30,20. Yea bur 
10. juſt men therein: So great a lover of good men was Abrahans 
that he would heartily pray to God to ſaverhem, and for their ſakes 
to ſave alſo the people whom they dwelt amongſt, and how well 
pleaſing this ſervice was to God, it is evident inthe ſtorie, Ges. 18.2 3. 
ad finem, For God did with wonderfull patience accept -his ſuites, 
even till hee came to ſo low a rate, as if he did finde bur 10. inthe 5. 
Cities, that is, a poore couplein every City. 

Wee muſt learne hence, to ſhewour loves to man-kind in generall, 
and eſpecially to juſt and good men, in praying God for all righteous 
men, that they may be ſaved and delivered, and for the Socicties 
and Cities and countries wherein welive, thar they alſo might proſ- 
per and eſcape for the good ſake of the good that livethere, Fervent 
prayer for humane ſocieties and for juſt men inthem, ſhould be made 
by Gods people. Why ſhould you not improve the right you have 
unto Gods cares? Forthe good of many, I will that prayers and ſup- 
plications be made for all men, ſaith S.Paul, eſpecially to pray that God 
would deliver Citics and Countrics from publike and fearefull de-. 


do we not pray forthe nations abroad ? - in hope that there may be 
fonſe righteous amongſt them, why are our mouthes ſtopped 
from ſuch ſuites ? Let us now follow our Father here, and let our 


ſuch courage do you alſo ſhew andexerciſe, lerinot every thew of dan-b 


ofit. It is a good thing to be valiant in battaile, where life is cx-] 


in ſecking the helpe of his confederates, and taking the opportunity of 


to dire us with diſcretion ( forir is his gift, ) that we be not caules of | 


Now ſce how Abraham behaved himſclfe to frin-men as we call 


3 | Hee prayed for 


ſtructions. Bretheren, why are we ſo defeRive in this duty 2 Why | 


167 | 
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heartes and mouthes be inlarged with all humble confidence to be- 


— 


* ; _ſcech] 


| 


| 


2. He ſhewed 
humanity and 
kindnefle to 
the Sodemites 
he had taken, 


F 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| manity and kindnefſe ro them, though rhey were wicked men and 


other. Account Prayer an exerciſe of ſome efficacie, have ſo much 


| faith as to know that our prayers ſhall not be vaine labours, and 


that you beleeve, that God is a God that heareth prayers ; onely 
ler all your prayers be as Abrahams were, fervent, humble,and re. 
verend. 

Another good worke of ©Abraham to the Sodomites was, that he 
did not make them ſlaves to himſelfe and keepe them for his owne 
uſe, nor ſell them as ſlaves to others, as by the Law of Nations he 
might well have done, bur granted them liberty, and ſer them a- 
gaincin ſtate of freedome after he had by the ſword taken them out 
of the hands of thoſe that had led them captive. He ſhewed hu- 


not rigourand extremity. 


to preſſe men with heavie and grievous burdens, even though wee 
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ſeech God, for the good of thoſe Cirics and quarters of Chiiſten- 
dome that are ready ro cate up one another, that God would ſhew 
| favour tothem andnor give them overto periſhby the ſword cach of 


Wee muſt all learne to be kinde and loving to mankinde, and not | 


might docit in extremity of right. This ſhall bring mote love and, 


vere carriage. It is better to be loyedthen hated, honoured then dif- 
graced, be counted a friend and ſaviour of men, then aproud per- 
ſon that cares not what becomes of others, ſo thar himſclfs may 
make an —_—_ ofthem. The comfort that gentlencfle and cle-: 
mencie bringeth, is alſo very much more then that which will fol- 


His carriage tO 


he King of q . 
pps (21. He would not take any thing that was his, no nottoa ſhooe-lat- 


wouldreceive | Chet, and he ſaith, that he had lift up his hands to God 16 thar cnd, 
nothing from / thatit might not be ſaid by the King of Sodome, I have made Abra- 


him. 


; ham 2:<h, Here Abraham ſhewes himſelfe, firſt, a man that did not 
| regard riches, nor cſteemethe wealth of this world, in that of his ' 
; owne accord he bound himſelfe by a vow, not to touch ſo great a 
; bootieas this, thatfell into his hands by juſt conqueſt, and whichin | 


{the preſcnttime from the King of Sodowe, who wiſhed alone the per- 


[low from the contrary. The dying heart can receive no content in 


{ diſpoſition make you carrie your ſelves auſterely ro men for your! 
; owne advantage ſake, bur uſe all courteſie, as cAbraham did even 


thinking he hath cruſhed, inthralled or otherwiſe afflited men, but 
[that he hath delivered, comforted, ſaved them, that affoordeth great 
conſolation, in that it becommeth an argument of goodneſle, and a 
' meanes of hope, that a man ſhall finde mercy as he hath ſhewed and 
exerciſed it, Let not either coyetouſnefle, or arrogancic, or a cruel! 


'to theſe Sodomires. Let them enjoy good things, cvcn though you| 
| have power and ſome ſhew of right to deprive them thereof, one- 
ly doenor interrupt juſtice in her acts of ſeveriry. This was his dea- 
| ling with the Sodomites in generall. 

Sce how his dealing is with the King, as you have it, Gen.14- 


all equity he might have taken and thar with good thankes too for 


good will, honour and good cſtceme, then rougher and more fee! 


[4 
ſons, ; 


| 


- 
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ſons, and did willingly yceld the goods to 4 braham, but Abraham | 
ſtood upon termes here of credit tor his Religion ſake, and would 
not have the King of Sodowe to triumph andſay, that his wealth had 
inriched Abraham. | 

You ſee, that we ſhould ſo diſ-valew riches, as freely to caſtthem | 
away and deny our ſelves of them, rather then incurre any reproach or 
diſgrace for them,cven though the! mputation would be unjuſt. Should 
not all men labourto have as generous a minde as Abraham ? Sure, | 
we ſhould {trive for the perfection of vertue which hath beence found 
inthe Saints. It cannot be ſaid yer, Avraham ſhould haye ſinned if 
he had takenthis ſpoyle, neither was hee bound ſo much to the 
Sodomite, as to affoord him either perſons or goods : but he confide- 
red before hand, that ſome aſperſion of covetouſneſſe would have 
' | beene caſt upon him, if he ſhould have poſſeſſed himſclfe of this | 
wealth, and therefore he bindes himſelfe from it by a vow. Noble 
Abraham, that regardeſt due efteeme rather then great riches, and 
wouldfſt let goe ſo faire a morſell, rather then incurre any rhe leaft 
ſhew of diſgrace for worldlineſſe. Why ſhould not we befollowers 
of Abraham in his vertues ? Why ſhould weuſe meanes to get wealth 
joyned with apparent reproach? ſuch as would fer the mouthes of all 
men on talking againft us, more then this fa& would have filled 
the mouth of Ch:darlaomer with talke againſt Abraham : O what a bu- 
fineſle of minde ts this newes © and how doth it ſhew our in- 
ordinate affeion to riches more then to a good name? which yet is 
to be preferred aboveall treaſures, if we would hearken to Salomon. 
I conclude, that we muſt ſhew our true magnanimity, by ſleighting 
| great abundance of outward things, ſo as that no man might ever 
have cauſe to grudge againit us, that theſe riches which ſhould 
have beene his if all things had beene fairely carried, have made us 
rich, eſpecially let no man grow rich by taking forfeitures of poore 
[men, I is worle to uſe extremity to a meane perſon then to a 

great. 

Now conſider this worthy mans carriage to the Canarites, inha-| 4trabams 
bitants of the land in which he was a ſtranger. Firſt for the Coun-| 29910278 
frie it ſelfe, then for the perſons chat dwelt in it. For the Countrey, | rites. 
| Abraham made it much the better for him by two things, wood and 
| water, very neceſſary things for the life of man. For hee planted 

groves and hee digged wells againe, which had beene digged in 
| the daies of his Farher. As concerning thoſe groves, it is conje. 
ctured thatthey might be for religious uſe, becauſe it is ſaid, here 
he called on the name of God: bat the word here uſed is not the ſame 
under which ſuch groves for religious uſe are after forbidden, there- 
forc more like 1t 1s that here alone was intended civill uſe, and ſure 
It 1s agood thing to plant wood for the benefirof mankind after our 
ſclves be dead. A man would have thought, what ſhould aſtranger | planting of | 
trouble himſelfe tro make a grove? He is likely to depart from the | 99d isz com- 
Place ſoone, and then he cannot carry his trees with him ; bur this reg 
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| did not diſcourage Abraham, he knew char ſome man mi — | 
| | - a1 1p did not. Indeed for wells and water, —— ng 
54 ed ro himſelfe preſently as well as to others for the fu. 
Now learne of him to be common BenefaQors, : 
ET. ors, b 
ſtore the world with wood and water-ſprings, and rt is w 
the uſe of which ſhall redound to many as well as to your ſel 85, 
Eſpecially the care of planting woods ſhould be commended = 
you, our age deſtroics that neceſſary proviſion. All cur 50g 
none plant for another age, wood is uſefull for ſhade or OE: 
; for fewell, it is one of the things wee cannot want : pgs: a; 
we nas px if 1t + 699-9 red done, will quit the coſt that it a 
reth. The tree after alinle time will grow without any | "FRI 
expence beſtowed abour it, it will pay for ir A; mo 
your hedge-rowes with trees, they Soul its ſtanding, if you ſet 
CS, ON grow as well as th 
| ; 4 here _ there at convenient diſtance, trees were planted, x "-05vY 
Oy TR 4 = the grate would not be much the lcfſe. But Iam 
usband-man good enough to commend th af 
16 Irena ns 1 gp" the ching in generall, day ning ahh 
on benefit, and ſhew your ſclves - 
all for your ſelves 5 on he ave _ lovers of mankinde, be not 
| _NOW-TON c perſons generally, he ſhewes cur: . 
Tioge ſayouring of lowlinefle _ g00d row ON a [ nd 
hw and good wo unto the H:ttites when he came hem com he 
(0) a re- | M1 . 
pear ex: | fe? himſelf, the word is the lamethar i in etc places real 
the Hittizes: | Worſhipped, meaning he bowed hiebody de or | es tranſlated 
t 0 teſtimony of honour and reſpect, and afterwards we 
gr pres 4 ning inthis worthy ſervant of God. ee lowly and 
We ought to carrie our ſelves counteouſly t F 
ſairh S.Peter,he meanecs it, of this kinde of iran 0047 all men, 
| dy. This is a meanes to ſhew love,and to beget | chaviour of bo- 
| love,and to kee MG get love,and to increaſe 
a p out jarres and diſcontents, as a ſower and hautie and 
| 0 =p ogged carriage doth proclaime contempt or hatred 0 | as h 9 
Rn pri Th and TOR out,anddiſlikes,and increaſeth wh if = 
e begun. Thoſe therefore tl x 
=# rude and boyſterous behaviour, On py rl i 
: utations or complements of countcfic areto be T ned ad, onde 
w_ not alone want education but chariry and huwilir o __ 
graces did rule in the heart, though they could n lity, forif thoſe 
[to a kinde of artificiall demonſtration of them OE — ao 
way infuſe themſelves imo the carriay . JELIGEE would ſome 
| able. Therefore | : ge, and make ir gentle and ami- 
| efore let your carriage be faire,and kind 
bend, ſalute, uſecap, knees, 21l ſich thin 4 kinde,and ſweete,bow, | 
"Sta to beas it were badges and i. gr} ne ONO. 
| terviceableneſle, of a not too much preferrir Re Jove 20 
preterring your ſelves above 


_ others, 
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| bold withthemto crave their aid in his battcll againfi the King of 
Shiron, by whom Lot was captivated. Thirdly, in allowing them | 


| may favour of piety inthe cſtimation of God, who can ſee piety in 


| minded men would have done, but when he ſaw it tobe worth the 
| money at a word he paycs it, and when Ephron ſaw Abraham de- 
| firous of this land, he doth not aske 4o, or 35, or 30, or 32, but 
[at one word tells him ſo much ir is worth, and ſo they agree, the 
one alſo payes currant money in full weight, and the other giveth | 
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others, and under-valewing them in compariſon of your ſelves, ac- 
cuſtome your ſelves unto and uſe them for conſcience ſake, that they 


ch things, and ſo they may be more then. morrall vertues, even 
Pal) SAions and fries of Sandification. Onely, Ibeſeech you, 
to take heed of caufing your courtefic ro be meere complement, and 
of bcing the more crafty by how much you ſeeme more courtcous, 
and of uſhering in ſome naughtinefſe by a goodly and lowly car- 
riage of your ſelves. If ſuch vertues be corrupted, and that there 
be nothing in them bur the meere- out-fide,the more loathſome to 
God, and ar length alſo to man, = 
Particularly, ſee how he carrieth himſelfe to Hephron the Hitrite, 
with whom he bargained for a field of buriall. He deales plaincly 
and ſquarely with him, Ephron offered to give it him freely, he 
would none. A wealthy man fhould not be apt to receive athing 
of gift, it would be a figne of covetouſneſſe and of an having dif- 
poſition. Then he asketh the price and faith, that hee will give as 
much as it is worth. 7 will give thee ſaith hee the money of the field, 


that is, whar ir is worth, and Ephron anſwers, tis worth 4oo ſhe- 


[kels. A common ſhekell is thought to be werth 1s. 39. of our | 
money, ſo 400 ſhekels is 251b. and then Abraham weighes him} 


the money of filver currant withthe Merchants. Abrahams in a bargaine 
of 251b. doth not ſtand halfe-perthing,and firſt bids 15, then 17; 
chen 20, then 22, then 24, then 25, as anumber of baſe niggardly 


preſentand good afſurance, and fo here is juſtice, and plaine upright 
dealing betwixt them. | | 
O that you would learne of him to bargaine and pay without any 
over-reaching or tricks either in bidding or asking, or other devi- 
ces, that you might ſhew your ſelyes not to be poſſeſſed with the 
love of money, which is the vice of all vices, even the rooteof all 
evill. But I am ſure, the contrary driving of bargaines is uſuall 
amongſt us, that it may appeare we doc not buy and ſell our of re- 
ſpe of our duty unto God, and the common goed, bur alone 
out of deſire to waxe as rich as we can, yca though it be by other 
mens loſſes, 
Next conſider, Abrahams carriage to £1ner, Eſhcol, arid eMamnre. 
Firff, in making a Covenant with them it ſeemerh to have becne 
a league of peace offenfive and defenſive. ' Secondly, in making 


to take their part of the booty though himſelfe would not doe ir. 
So a good man may and in ſome caſes muft joyne himſclfe in 


Abrabams car«| 


rizgeto He- 


pbron. 


and Mawre. 
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1 0 leagues fo farre as his owne benefit, and the bene. 


—— 


covenants afhd © 
fic of other men requireth it, and muſt uſe prudence and diſcretion 
| to keepe himſelfe fafe, not relying on the care of God without 
| care of uſing mcanes. Hee may alſo challenge of others, theper. | 
| formance of covenants, and muſt be content ro make himſelfe be. 
| holding to- his friends as occaſion ſerverh, and not ſtand too much 
| upon termes of being troubleſome to them. And hce muſt alſo 
leave his friends to themſelves, in point of their right, and not 
reſſe them to thoſe things, whereto yet it may ſceme convenient to 
| binde himſeife : for you heare Abraham ſaying, Let Aner, Eſhcol, 
and Mamre take their part of the booty, though himſelfe bound him. 
ſelfe by oath to take no part of it. O that we could carrie our ſelves 
ſo to our friends ! and not be till pinching to them, ſo as we will 
part with nothing, unleſſe they will be perſwaded to parr with as 
much. It is amoſt baſe and abje& diſpoſition, and carries arcliſhj |} 
of exceſſive ſelfe-love, when a man is ſogreedy of his owne gaine, 
that unlefle others will beare as great apart as himſclfe in ſuch and| | 
| ſuch things, he will hold and keepe and let nothing goe from him-| | 
ſelfe. But it is a noble and magnanimous part, and a figne of rruc 
chzrity, when a man will rather pur himſelfe to lofſe, and yer give] | 
others leave to have an cyc unto their profit. 
— 5 237! Now ſec, how 4braham carrieth himſclfe to £4 bimelech as you 
ovk, finde it recorded, Gen. 21.22. & 33. cAbimelech with his chicfe 
z. Maketha | Captaine and inward friend came to Abraham, deſiring to make| | 
corenant wirh| . Covenant of peace and amirty with him , perceiving that hee| | 
was a man bleffed of God and proſperous, and £Abraham condi. | | 
cended to the motion and makes the oath unto him. So thould we| |} 
willingly imbrace offers of peace and concord, and covenants of 
love and amity, even if need be, to binde our ſelves therein with | 
a ſolemne oath, for the Lord of Heaven is ſo great a lover of unity; 
betwixt men, that hee is well content, his holy and great name| | 
ſhould be uſed as a bond or obligatien to tie them faſter and ſurer | | 
together, When therefore a lawfull oath is required of us, for the| | 
aſſuring of others that we will deale faichfully in any part of our duty, 
we ſhall notdoe well to refuſe ſuch an oath, bur muſt informe our 
ſclves by the praQtiſe of ſogood a man as Abraham of the lawfall.| | 
[nefſe and uſefullneſſe of ſuch an oath; only that we be carcfullto| | 
deale uprightly and fincerely,both intaking and in keeping ouroarhes. | | 
Yea when anoath is miniſtred to bindeas toforbeareall wrongfull car-| 
riageand docgood in our places,we ſhould be glad to have our conſci-| | 
ences firmely tied in ſuch caſcs. Y 
> 'Dealerk Further note, that Abraham dealeth plainely wich Abimelech, and 
plaincly with | reprooveth him concerning a well of water which the tcrvants of 
_—_ Abimelcch had violently taken away from Abraham. So muſt wee 
deale freely and plainely with our neighbours and friends, in expoſtu- 
lating ſuch and ſuch wrongs as may fa!l out to be done unto us 


| | h 
| | by them and theirs, and muſt nor laythe marter up in our mindes, fo 
| | to 
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oa keepe our ſelves eſtranged from them. For it may {ſo come to paſle, | 
that we may finde that 1t was without their privitie and againſt their 
will, that ſuch bad meaſure hath beene offered unto us, as it fell out | 
!:1 the matter whereof Abraham doth complaine to Abimelech, Bur 
we mult be ſure Beloved, in all occaſions of ſuch complaints, to rem- 
per our anger, and keepe our ſelves n ſo goodtune, thar we breake 
notforth into words of choler an diſcontent, tending to provoke and | 
| exaſperate them with whom we deale in ſuch caſes, bur do it with | 
| gentleneſſe and mildneſſe of ſpeech, that quiet words may pacific | | 
wrath if any be ſtirred, not grievous words ftirre up that which was 
| ready to goe forth of it ſelfe, Yea when 2juſt and reaſonable apology 
' or excule is uſed by any upon our complaints, we mult be ready to 
| accept of it, andto be ſatisfied, that we may not prove our {clves to be 
ofan implacable diſpoſition. 
Yeawe ſee, that Abraham dealeth alſo bountifully with Abimelcch, | 3. Hee dealr 
| for it is ſaid, v.27. he gave him Sheepe and Oxen when they made | DO 
2 covenant, ſo men that have wealth muſt be free handed and free - 
| hearted, and ready to beſtow convenient gitts and preſents upon thoſe | 
whoſe favour they would keepe, and to whom they would have it | 
manifeſt that they reſolveto be faſt and ſure friends. Nothing leffe 
beſeemeth a wealthy man then nigeardlinfſe and cloſe-fiſtedneſle, 
hardy he is ſo held in captivity, that he cannot willingly let any 
thing goe from him, but what he cannot keepe though he would. | 
Indeed bounty is chietely to be exerciſed to the poore and needy, 
but yer ſo that in duetime we mult learne to praRtiſe ir, by a free giving 
ro our equals alſo, and thoſe thar ſtand not in abſoluteneede, for gifts 
are fir meanes to expreflethe lovers good will, as well as to ſupply the 
wants of the receivers. 
Laſtly, Avbratam ſets apart 7, Ewe Lambes, and when Abimelech| , 1... 
demanded the reaſon, he tells him that he ſhould receive thoſe Lambes | good carriage 
at his hand in teſtimony of his acknowledgement, that Abraham had | *9 firangers, | 
digged that well, and that the right thereof appertained tohim. So 
we ſhould in wiſedome learne to make all matters cleare betwixt our 
ſelves and others, in caſcs thar have beene in controverfie, that {o| 
wee may cut of all occaitons of heart-burning or contention for the 
timeto come, and that though wee put our ſclyesto alittle coft, for 
theſerting of things in ſtable peace betwixt them and us. | 
| Theiaft prrtof A5ahams good carriage is to ſtrangers, which he 
| COnceived ar firſt tobe men, though indeed they proved to be Angels: 
torſo you have his hoſpitality recorded by the Holy Ghoſt, Gen.18. | 
1. 4417. When he ſaw certaine men which he tooke to be travellers, 
he ranne to them,and with importunity brought them on their way. 
A courteous, tree and honourable intertaining of ſtrangers, is a vertue 
commended to our imitation, by the example of Abraham : for ſo 
ſaiththe Aurhorto the Hebrewes. Be not forgerfull to intertaine ſtran-| 1.4.3.2; 
gers, for by that meanes ſome have received Angels unawares, and 
we are biddento be given to hoſpitality. Let us therefore be _ | 
rom 
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from niggardlineſle in this caſe, and yet farre from profuſcnefleroo, 
Andif ro ſtrangers, much moreto our friends and acquaintance, muſt 
we ſhew our ſelves humane and liberall in this kinde, and moſt of all 
to our poore and needy neighbours, that cannot reward us, forour 
Saviour prefers mercy before curtelic, and tells us, that ſuch coſt 
ſhall be reckoned for. So have we done with _Abrahams venues, 
| which if we can take out in our practiſe happy ſhall we be, forto this 
end are good mens good deeds regiſtred in the Booke of God, that 
we which readethem, by following them in the waies of goodnefſe, 
might beſure to over-take them in the cnd of, our journey, and to 
dwell in the place of happinefle, whether they have ſafely gone be. 
fore us. 
Abrabame = Now I proceede to te!l of his ſinnes and offences, for ſuch is the 
faulrs before | ſtate of mortall men in this life, thar it ſhall be found rrue of every 
4-4 | man, which S.Zawes tells us, in many things we offend all. Doubt-| | 
|lefſe he arrogaterh greater perfection to himſelfe, then ever the word | | 
| of God hath attributed to any meere man ſince Adam, that conceiveth 
himſelfe to be quite free from all evill corruptions,and from the brea- 
king out of corruptions. | 
His firſt fault | The firſt fault of Abraham was that in which he lived before his 
idolatry, calling by God our of Yr of the Chaldees, for it is manifeſt in the 
24. of Toſh. v.2. that the Fathers in old time, even Terah the Father| | 
of Abraham and of Nahor, and conſequently the ſonnes theraſelves, | | 
being ſo brought up of their Fathers, ſerved othergods. Herethenis| | 
a ſinne in Abraham, that he tooke up the religion of his Fathers with- 
out making any diligent inquiry into the matter, whether the religion 
and gods were true ornot. And this is a fault common to allman-| | 
kind, they take their religion ontruſt, ſerving thoſe gods whichthey 
find in the places where they dwell to be worſhipped and ſerved, 
and labour nor to find out and ſerve thetrue Godalone, who is onely| | 
worthy to be ſerved, yea if it fall out that the true God be ſerved 
amongſt them, they cleave not to him out of judgement and well 
| grounded knowledge, that he is the onely true God, but alone our 
|  [ofcommon cuſtome, becauſe all men do fo, andthistheir religon be- 
| commeth but a vaine religion, and is of no force to their falvarion. 
Indeed it was not ſo ſtrange athing that Abraham ſhould be thus car- 
. S 
ried away after falſe gods, according as he was led by the common 
example, ſeeing at that time they had not the word of God written| } 
by Prophets and Apoſtles, to dire& and guide them inthis matter. | | 
Bur for us whom God hath ſo farre fayoured as to give usthecleare; | 
| light of his holy word, it is amoſt grievous ſinne to be led wholy by | | 
cuſtome and example, and not to build and ground our ſelvesupon | |} 
| | that light which God hath miniftred unto us. And the true cauſe, | |} 
| why men do follow ſuch falſe guides in matter of Gods worſhip, is| | 
the blindneffe of their mindes, and carnalfnefle of their hearts, and| | 
the ſecretatheiſme which is inrhem, by whichthey are not thorough-| | 
lyand certainely perſwaded, that there is a God xx all, and therefore 
care 
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care not to finde out and ſerve the living God, as if it made no, 
| -reat matter, ſo they ſerved one which they ſerved. <1 
Let us therefore beware of falſe gods and falſe religions, and let 
|us beware of walking after a falſe rule even in following the true: 
God, thatis, of ſerving him, not becauſe wee have any true and 
certaine knowledge of him in our owne mindes, but onely becauſe 
we have beene ſo taught of our Fathers, and ſee the whole world 
where we live to take the ſame courſe, for he that is thus blindly 
ſed, worſhips God but by chance as it were, and is as ready for a 
| falſe god asfor a true, and this was CAtrahams faulr before his cal- 
ling. | 
" after his calling, he fell into ſome ſinnes, though not wil- - _—_— 
{ fally nor preſumptuouſly, but of weakencfle and of infirmity. The | lis: 
| Grſt fault was weakenefle of faith, Though he was the Father of the ». Weakeneffe| 
| faithfull, and is commended in Scripture for the ſtrength of his; * 

| faith, and that he wavered not nor ſtaggered ar the promiſe of God | 
through unbelcefe, yet at the firſt, his tairh was mixed with unbe- | 

leefe, and ſhewed it ſelfe ro have ſome fecbleneſfle in ir. For firſt, | 

when he went downe into Egypt becauſe of the famine, and ſaw that | . 
the men were wicked and feared not God, he was in doubr, leaſt ! | 


ru og Re 


| 


| 


promiſed him before thattime togive the land of Cazaaz to him and | 


to his ſeede after him, and yet he had no ſeed, therefore as yet hee | 
could not be put todeath, unleſſe the promiſe of God ſhould faile | 
him and come ro nothing. Notwithſtanding the promiſe which | 
ſhould have beene fruſtrated, if himſelfe had died without iſſue, he | 
doubted leaſt he might be ſlaine by them, as being diſtempered and 
diverted by feare from confidering and taking diligent notice of the 
promiſe. This was a manifeſt imperfefion of faith you ſee, Where- 
fore let us takenotice that in the faithfulleſt of Gods people there 
will be defets of faith, as alſo there was want of it in David, when 
| he ſaid, 7 ſhall one day fall by the hand of Saul, and in £2ofes, when | 1 Sam, 27.1. 
he ſaid, How will Pharaoh heare mee ? ſeeing the Iſpaclites did not, | Ex0d.6.12. 
and againe,Why haſt thou ſent mee to deliver the people? ſeeing Pharaoh 
oppreſſeth themthe more ſince I ſpake to him. 
| Andthercfore, let usnort be diſcouraged though we finde weake- | 
'neſſe in our faith, though faith I ſay doe ſhew it ſelfe feeble and be 
much troubled, and ſomerimes foiled by doubting,efpecially in great 
and ſore temprations; yet we muſt not be heanleſfe, nor conclude, | 


| that we are utterly deſtitute of faith, or that our faith is not true and 
| fincere, and unfained. True faith you ſee in Abraham may be weake, 
| yea cannot but be weake, ſo long as we be cloathed with tabernacles 
| of flcſh. Hethat truly belceves, may yetbecarried away with doubt- 
1ng ſometimes, when occafions of perill and danger incounter his | 
| faith; and therefore alſo let us be carefull to confirme and ſtrengthen 

our faith more and more, and to grow in it by renewing our medita- 
ions of Gods promiſes, and putting our ſclycs often in minde of the 
= LY L:4 power | 
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| gan to ſtirre inhis minde, had called to minde Gods promiſe of gi. 
 ving him ſeede, and had reaſoned with himfelfe thus,hath not the li. 
| ving God poſſefiour of Heaven and Earth undertaken tO give meea 
| ſeede to inherit this land after me © How then can [be killed by the 


yet fulfilled « Surcly God both can and alſo will give mee lite and. 


ihould he fulfill his promiſe to me ot giving me ſecd after me & If 


Gods power andtruth, he had not beene foyied ſo as he was, Let his 
weakneſſe and failings be our warning, that we may eicape thc evils. 
| which he iell into... | 
| Againe,as Abrahams faich was weake and yeelded alittle ro doubt- | 
ings, 10 was he poſlcfſed ſomewhat ſtrongly for the time with a kinde 
of carnall feare of dearth, Gc.15.12. and afterwards, GeplCel r.He 
ſaid, they wilt ſlay mee for my wives fake, So you mult note another | 
weakencfſe in Gods poopie, flowing from the formcr imperietion. 
of faith. They arc aptto bc over-ftearetull of dangers, and by name of 
| death, even to be ſo much terrified with the appreheniion of dan-| 
ger, eſpecially of Ioofing their lives,that they cannot truſt upon God | 
and reſt upon bim for ſafery, as they ſhould doe. This teare was | 
(found in Davzd, it was found allo in Petcr, and in divers others of 
| Gods people. The ground of it is, as Iſaid, partly the weakeneſle 
of their {aith, and partly the terriblencfſe of death, which is the ter- | 
ribleſt of all terrible things, as being a ſeparation ofthe ſoule from 
'the body, and a ſtripping a man at once of all thoſe things that are 
| molt deare unto him, and conveighing him outof this world into ano- 
ther; concerning his happineſſe herein he is not alwates fo full of afſy- 
rance as he ſhould be. For when theſe feares doe ſuddainely ſcizeup- 
on aman, upon occaſion of ſome ſenſible obje& that threatens him, 
they pullout of the minde for the time the thought of Gods promiles, 
and hold the ſoule alone in theappreheniion of the greatneſle and inevi- 
 tablenefſe of the danger which looketh him in the face. 
; Let us therefore learne, not to be heartleſſe our ſelves, becauſe 
. we have have beene fo tranſported with feare, as was CAbraham, 
nor yet be cenſorious to others, whom wee ſhall ſee thus for a fit 
/ even ſhaken and almoſt overcome of feare. It is a fault indeed,and 
' we muſt blame our ſelves for it and be humbled, but it is ſuch a 


| fault, as may ſtand with truth of grace, and which doth not give | - 


juſt reaſon to conclude our ſelves unſan&ified, ornot to be Gods true | 
| children. 7 | 
| Andlctus learne to beware of feare, to reſiſt and oppoſe it atrhe 
beginning by the oppoſition of Gods love and protection; yea, letus. 
 Jabeur to worke in our mindes ſuch a true apprehenſionofthe harmeleſ- | 


| neſle of death and other crofles, that we may learne notto be afraid of | 
them » 
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' 2nd foundations of our faith. Forif Abraham, when theſe doubts be. ' 


| Philittins 2 How can they take away my life whilſt this promiſes not 
reſerve me from the hands of tht ſe godlefle Philiſtins, for how elfe 


Abraham, I fay, had thus fiirted up his faith by ſerious conſideration of 
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chem, though we mBſt needs ſuffer them. For why ſhauld we feare 
that which cannot hurt, yea that which ſhall be an advantage to us, 


Feare none of thoſe thinzs that you ſhall ſaffer ,(aith the Lord,and David L i 
al,115.0, 


P lal-23.4. 


faith, 1 will not feare what man can ave unio mee, and againe, / will 
pot feare thonzh I walke in the valley of the ſhadow of death. It is an ex- 
celicn rhing and very comfortable, when our heart is ſo ſetled that 
feare may not diſmay us. And theway istoget aſſurance of Gods fa- 
your and of cternall lite, andrhatall things ſhall worke for our good, 


ſelves unto our ſ1ghr. 


- 


But further, Abraham to avoid this danger,conſulted with fleſh and 
bloud, and uſed deccir, and ſhifting, and falſchood, for though his 
words were in ſome ſencetruc, as he telleth 1 bimelaeh, becauſe $4- 
rah was his ſiſter by one fide, yet in the meaning which he would 
have thoſe ro interpret his words to whom he ſpakethem, they were 
not true. For his intent was to make them conceive, that ſhe was ſo 
his ſiſter asnot his wife. He reſolved touſe falſe ſpeeches, and draw 
his wife likewiſe to joyne with him in theſe falſe [pceches, yea 
they agreed upon it before hand as he tels _Abimelech, Gen.z0.13. 
Abraham ſaid to her, this « the kindneſſe than ſhalt ſhew mee. &t every 
lace whether mee ſhall come, ſay he is my brother. Youlec they agreed 
ar hand to diſſcmble and to continue difſembling; yer ſure difſem- | 
bling is a finne and ought not ro be done, as Abroham hearcs even: 
from £Abimelech himſclfe,verſe 9. Then haſt dene deeds unto mee that 
ought not to be done. So it may befall agoad Abraham out of incon- 
fideratencſſe and heedleſneſſe in not pondering their patbes, nor 
thinking of their waies, or ina ſuddaine to difſemble and dealefalſe- 
ly for the preventing of danger,as may be {eene alſo in David,and in 
Peter, when he denied Chriſt, and when he withdrew himſelfe from | 
communion with the Gentiles, for feare of them which came from 
Temes to Antioch. For athing not conſidered of, is for preſenc as uſc-} 
lefſe as if it were not knowne arall. 
Therefore herealſo we muſt Iearnenotto be utterly diſcouraged, if 
we have run Into ſuch afaulr, when we bethinke our ſelves after of 
ſuch offences, we muſt be humbled, bewaile them, confefle them, 
condemne and judge our ſelves for them, but we muſt not be feare- 
full of asking pardon, and of intreating merey to forgivethem, muſt | 
not conclude, that there was no truth of grace in us, becauſe of 
ſuch palpable failings, yea we muſt take boldneſſe to goc to the 
chr of grace, renewing our repentance, and earneſtly ſuing for; 
pardon. 
And wemuſtalſo take heed of cenſuring others, and birterly and, 
harſhly far ſuch offences, thoughthey be groſſe: even Abimelech did 
not eſteeme Abraham a diſhoneſt and naughty man, hecauſe he had 
found him tripping inthis matter ; onely take heed leaſt we miſuſe this 
Example and the like, to build upon them a boldneſſe to ſuch ſinnes, 
that were great wickedneſſe, They muſt imboldenus to repentand 
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and ſpeedily ro ſet this faith on worke,when dangers ſhall offerthem- | 
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| crave mercy, after we havethrough weakeneſle offended, they muſt 


nothing ſhall make you lie or diſſemble, and if you doe reſolve, 
| you will ſeeke pardon and ſtrive to tranſgreſſe no more. 
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]rhenof making her commit adultery, by ſaying ſheis my ſiſter, ifhe 
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not imbolden us before handto reſolve on a finfull deed. Yeawhen 
we behold their ſtumblings, it ſhould make vs to be earneſt in our 


ſuch offences, and to be more frequent and firme in renewing our 
purpoſes of not finning in the like kinde. Reſolve therefore, that 


Alfo note that Abraham drawes Sarah heretofinne in ſuch a kinde, 
as did evenhazard and indanger her chaſtity once or twice. O let good 
men take heed of drawing one another tofin, for our ſin will ſo indan- 
ger another, that we know not when we ſhall be rid of the evill fruits 
of our feares and difſemblings. When a man is in perill he doth not 
likely look about him,to ſee thoſe miſchiefes that will follow the bad 
courſes he takes, to free himſelfe from the preſent evill. Sure if he 
would fore-ſec them, he would rather ſuffer the danger of feare,then 
xpoſe himſelfe to rhe bad conſequents of his eſcape. Would not 

Gikes rather have hazarded himſelfe by ſaying ſhe is my wife, 


had well confidered of it before hand. | 

Bur yet note we, that Abrahams fell into this finne once, and againe, 
and if occafion had ſerved, was ready to fall into it often, as we hayc 
alledged his agreement with Sarah before. He did it firſt in Pharaohs 
Countrie, then in CAbimelechs Countrie, and intregated Sarah to doe 
ſo where ever hecame; ſo for want of due conſidering, a good man 
may runnc intothe ſame grofle finne againe and againe, yea and be 
ready torunne into it very often, if he were put tot, as we ſee alſo in 
Tſaac in the ſame kinde. 

There is a double finne of ignorance, One concerning the fa in 
generall, when one knowes not that ſuch a thing is unlawfull,theother 
concerning this particular fat, when I'doenot take noticeand obſerve 
thatthis a@ of mine is ſuch aſinne. Often it falls out,that Gods chil- 
drenthrough the ſtrength of ſome paſſion or corruption, as here out 
of feare, doe not conſider of their particular aRions arid ſo run often 
into foule offences out of this particular ignorance, as I may call ir, 
they know the propoſition, deceit is a finne, but the aſſumption, this 
IS an act of deccit, is not added for want of confidering, and there- 
fore the conſcience doth not preſſe, this is adeceitfull a&t, you muſt 
notdoc it, Now when we finde our ſelves uponbetter confideration, 
to have beene carried thus to doe evill, we muſt nor be diſmayed but 
renew our repentance, and reſt on Gods mercy in Chriſt for par- 
don, and ſo forthefuture, reſolve to forbeare the finne. Alſo we muſt 
learne, often to confider of our owne waies leaſt any ſuch faults be 
found in us. Mans heart is full of blindneſſe and ſelfe-deceit,and un- | 


| 


_ | prayersto God for agrear meaſure of ſtrength, that we may eſcape) 


lefle he ſhake himſclfe as it were, and examine his waies often in his 
owne hearc, he may live in ſome great offence and not find it, and| 


| thoughtheſe kinds of finnes will not hazard his ſalvation, yet they 
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' ignorance, andtake heed of taking things on truſt upon the opinion and 


| and reverence to him, calling him Srr, or my Lord, and though ſhee 
| was a woeman and had her fraileties, yct ſhe was agood and dutifull 


Gzn. eAbraban. - 


may bring divers crofles and miſeries, and much reproach, and give | 
much offence, -and procurc ſore temptations, and much diſquietment 

of conſcience to him afterwards: Let us not animate our ſelves to | 
fine by the falls of the Saints, bur rather worke in our ſelves anholy | 
feare of our ſelves and care of avoiding ſuch ſins. 
| Now Icometo Abrahams laſt finne, which was his taking of Hagar, 
|: fault in it ſelfe, for God made one Man and one Woeman, to ſhew, 
chat he would have marriage an individuall ſociety of life betwixt one 
| Man and one Woeman. Bur that point was not knowne it ſeemes 
in thoſe times, and therefore both Sarah perſwaded her husband, and 
| he condeſcended to take Hagar. A good man may live in a few ſinnes 


( 


therefore of condemning thoſe, who conceiving ſuch and ſuchrhings | 
not to be ſinnefull, rake boldnefle to live in them. If wanr of will} 
to ſee the light, make a manto reſiſt the light, offering it ſelfe to his 
conſcience, becauſe that he will not know, fearefull is ſuch a mans 
eſtate, and I cannot ſee that this may ſtand with ſantification. Bur if | 
want of light or ſtrength of impediments hinder from knowing, wee 
ſhould nor condemne a man that in other things 1s upright for ſuch. 
faults, onely we muſt labour with God to revealeto us our ſecret faults, 
that ſo much as may be, we may free our ſelves from thoſe finnes of | 


_— 


example even of moſt worthy men. 


ſerve the benefits which Gad beſtowed upon him. Theſe are of two | 
ſorts. Firſt, Temporall, then Spirituall, The Temporall bleſſings 
arc oftwo ſorts. Firſt, Thoſe that were givento himſclfe, Secondly, 
Thoſe that were granted to others for his ſake. 


ſtrenerh, and wit, and limbes and the like, which moſt men receive 
at the hands of God. He gave him firſta good Wite, Sarah, who was 
obedient unto him as the Scripture noteth, and did ſhewall reſpea 


wite unto him, and in the maine a comfort unto him. Abraham had 
| his Sarah with whom he lived very comfortably in the ſtate of marri- 
mony, and there never fell out that we readof, but one alone diſcon- 
tent and brawle betwixtthem, which yer by the wiſedomeand mo- 
| deration of Abrahams, was quickly made up and healed. 
| Now this benefit muſt be marked as afingular and cxcellent bleſ- 
( fing, to have a loving, chaſt, durifull and reſpeRive wife, is a great 
| bleſſing. All thoſe to whom God hath vouchſafed the ſame mercy, 
| muſt ſceand acknowledge it with all thankfulneſſe. And if we con- 
fider that a bad wife is like continuall droppings, and as rortenneſſe 
{11 ones bones, and like oyle in his right hand, which will quickly 
diſcover it ſelfe, we ſhall learne the better to prize and eſteeme this 


Firſt for himſelfe, beſides the common benefics of health and 
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of ignorance, and never particularly repent ofthem. Take we heed | 


| 


| 


favour. Hee that obtaineth a wife ſaith Salomon, obtaineth anercy of the 


CY 


| 


Lord." 


5. Abraham 


had two wiyes| 


Wee goe forward in conſidering 4brahams example, and muſt 0b- | 3. 4tratams 


benefits, 


1. Temporall, | 


z, For himſclfc} 


1*A good wife 
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A good wife 
a great bleſlin 


Prov.18.22. 
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Lrxd, For houſe and goods be the inheri oxpe: 
Lon þ | naherita , , 
wife is of the Lord. And Salomon ſaith, nod go a but a good | 
man? her price is above the pearles, T he heart of ©. 4 Vertu0us woes 
* __ ſhee _ 4 doe him good and not evill all the tos f Be” muy 
at benefit the Lord | Je. Thi 
© 0eY gave unto his ſervant Abraham. All $ 
Stevan A ecinctoall ables = _ meaſure, muſt +a = 
tellow in ſome things imperfect and —_— n 5 _— an yoake. 
wy will joync wich him in piety as Sarah did > E be ; =oggun, 
eare him company 1n all good things, and SN Abrahams, and. 
ro PI with him, if God call them forthro a | pi ave houſe and all! 
an _— and a chiefe inſtrument of h1 ny ſervice, tt1s a ſpe- 
aral, honovred Abraham, Sarah obeyed Abr : comfort and welfare, 
ers a feaſt for the Angels at his appoint _ yo, 
"4 wife and helpefull unto himin the Lea ty A was a good' 
. ce ws every way contenttull and pleafin —_ ot Sara J 
Whe ſcquious, in being content for his fake” to p s the _—O 
feſll erctorc let this firſt benefit be noted, a d1 - *+0- dren 
eſſe it with praiſe and th , and lerthoſe that have ir con- 
- ankes to God, and let thoſ ; 
a bom learne to ſecke it at Gods hands Lnows ole that have it not 
araajqoen hitgoodnefſcuponall menin propa WR his readinefle to/ 
im, as well as upon Abraham inhist; ges, if they feare and obey 
any had chil» Secondly, God gave na. | 
by Hagar, ther in due time he had ES Firſt he had 7/hmael 
Poems the ſonne of his 01d-aoc befde y Sarah, che ſonne of the 
\t X inherited the promiſes and the Se and dutifull ſonne, 
javoay ot > chile of God was eſtabliſhed.” He. _ 
| c I” : 7 
eaſe r children by Keturah, which had alſo children nei 
Children are a bleſſing of 
4 ex G 
[tuous, willing to be ded b th od, chiefly if they be good and ver- 
| of God, when th y their parents. Theſe are theinherita 
pfal.127.5 \and the Pſalmi cy grow up as Olive plants round 1b re 
'ofth c Plalmiſt ſairh, bleſſed are they which h abour ones table, { 
jack ayogg \ ped ſhall not be aſhamed when hes beak nr, lng 
| { gate. Theſe ( ES ; : e with their ene- 
delight to him when chey be fore him iocheir childhood, and are 
| Inthem his name li young, theſe area ſtaffe to hi 
braiches forinoin « when his perſon 1s dead, and they ankle 
[to flouriſh and be \- IT as a roote, and making Ne hon 
| bode. . 0, God blefled Abraham in the NE hls 
| et all thoſe th 
' ſee Gods good © x Maga God hath bleſſed with this bleſſing, |' 
:eadent ofim to them, and praiſe him for it, I - 
i and any and towerdly children, if it lifi Bone ory 
' { occaſion our hearty thankeful Ne i lift upthe heart ro God, 
| ee IThoſ-ih kkefulneſſe unto the Lord, 1 ET] 
thoſsrh e that have it muſt ſee God , is a ſpecial! 
| dienth at have irnot, muſt ſeeke it of God Pp 1 good hand in it, and 
| y, that they may be capeable of it is Aarne | 
: ig | 
Next, : 
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Proy.31,10,11 
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hte Sin 
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New, God gave Abraham | "os 
chemſebrs for and with Rn Mo for they all hazarded | z Hehad gooe 
_ —_ and helped him to redeeme his cher = _ cally _ 
m—_ - = mitred ro be circumciſed, and to be = my ourof 
nat he - = ww _—_ loving and couragious, ps... ms ro 
eſpecially he had he = _ for his kinſmans deliverance ok 
EONS cabal = _ ing faithfull ſervant, religious dilio at 
bigraſt Hr ras Boer e _—_— and one in whom he mins 
{any affaires committed to hw Us ooo, oY for the iifparch of 
G == arriage 1 | 
| c_ FREIE and waric intaking of his _— _— now 
LE oh an : e _ carefull in obſerving his oath afler be h * 
| . mace ule 0 his maſters goods, and the ne ad 
maſter had given him over his famil e power which his 
creat worke of taking 2 wife f amily and goods, to finiſh wellth 
ro God with catneſt S e for Iſaac, He commended the ma c 
it to paſle cffeQual! 4 BY = followed itthorougly, and hood 
haſt to rett.:ne to his: ae wy b cars Cod I96es aid made 
mop with good ſucceſle. Nod pen. im backe the fruirof his jour- 
| bam, when he ſaw Elie Dt 1 Was a great joy of heart to Abra- 
4ram, and bringing b py Cob he with ſo good ſpeed from hs 
Iſaac, ACCO! dingrotheen Cc yay him ſo ſweetand choice a Virein "6 
("Let all maſters pen anger _ of Abraham, ME] 
nd if he pleaſeto ſtore them * with them in their ſervant 
or two alone, of excellent pa Fan. good ſervants, of with w- 
for it, conſidering how Lanny ana graces, let them even praiſe G 4 | 
vants of a contrary dit! a _- t a vexation it is, tobe croſſed with ſor 
in a y diſpoſition, which will be unto him c cr- 
| yes, and as vinegerto his teeth. And venasſmoake 
| bleſſing, rake the ſame courſe th - And [tall thardefire-ſuch 
dal rle that Abraham did, that is, lab "6g 
t good maſters, and to command and , labour them- 
liber ns w_ Abraham did, and to ſhew then h —_ wage 
 UDerall fo them. clves loving, k1 
' But further, Abraham had a good ki ot 
 beare him company in a hol good kinſman Zo, that conſented 
__ dealing, to keepe das. and was cafily wonne be og | 
; little breach be EN mity withhim, th kinks, 
 DEgan, YEL 10 WAS ſl Ss ough ſome Ry 
'and heljved it: 00d oone made up betwixtthem, and plas 
| ladded 4 Fe Rea pooen and concord together. No doubt ” Lot 
| If God havegi | eart, and proveda ſpeciall conſolati ay allo 
' man, ler hi i. go gripes _ ſuch areligious and odly por ng him, 
he i Yea the Brother of the F and be a kind Kinſman as pri ol 
the land of 7 aham, Nahey though he : 
halt ive ens | 
fare, and intertained hi » for he rejoyced to heare of .16brah : 
| bis daughter to hi ed his ſervant courtcouſly, and rahams wel- 
| . , m 
; yoake-fellow to Y = long a journey __ a farre .naenronmgy- ſent | 
and 1/aac b c his ſonne, to the rey, to bea 
ac both. Her no ſmall comfort of 

cretn he ſhewed mercy and of Abraham 

an = truth to Abraham, as the 
ſervant! 
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| ſervant i pake, and did the office of a good and loving Brother, If 
God afford ſuch bleſſings to any, that he hath aloving wife and cour- 


| with thankes. and thoſe that would have the good hand of Godto 
ſtirre up their Bretheren to ſhew them due reſpet, muſt even walke 
upright and before God, that he may reward them as he rewarded 


Abraham. _ 
5. Aral” | But another bleſſing Abraham had too, he met with very fairhfull 
friends. friends who were confederate with him, and did moft carefully ob- 
| ſerve the conditions of friendſhip and amity, for you ſee they did 
readily joyne with him, and helped him in his warreagainfſt the fore- 
| named conquering kings, and were inſtruments by thetr valour to re- 
deeme Lot, and to vanquiſh thoſe conquerours. This 1s a moſt de- 
firable benefit, to have true and truſty friends and allies, that will 
ſicke to him in his need, and hazard themſelves for him, and joyne 
with him in his goodcauſe, and not prove like unto a leg out of joynt, 
ot a broken tooth when occaſion ſerves to 1mploy them and uſe their 
labour, or hazard for his benefit. Doe you not think that Abraham 
rejoyced in the fidelity and amity of his affociates. Doe you not 
thinke thar he bleſſed God for it, and did account himſelfe very hap- 
py in enjoying three ſuch noble and worthy confederates. Let us 
encourage our ſelves to obey God, and to forſake our country and 
kindred at his command, for cannot he repay ard repaire thart loſle 
eaſily 2 by raiſing us up even in a ſtrange countrey, thoſe that ſhall 
| as heartily love us, and as faithfully cleave tous, as any kinſmen in 
the world. Feare not to forſake friends for Gods ſake, for heecan 
eafily cauſe you to find as good in a ſtrange countrey, if need fo re- 
quire, asany you may leave behind you in your owne countrey. And 
if any have in his owne countrey or abroad met with ſuch friends, 
| hemuſt arrribute it to the wiſe and good providence of God over him, 
| and with ſolid and fincere praiſes acknowledge ir, carrying himſelfc 
friendly alſo to them, and ſhewing himſelfe as willing ro grant abe- 
| nefit to them in fit ſeaſon, as cver he was to receive a benefit from 
| Prov.18.24, | them»for hee that hath friends,faith Salomon,mu#t behave himſelfe friendh, 
Let us yer conſider another mercy. 

5. Abraham | CAbrahamhad good eſteeme andirepuration, an honeſt and honou- 
| #1 2.8990; rable name amongſt the men of Heth where he lived, fo thar they all 
| loved and reſpeRed him, as appeareth. <Melchiſedech loved him and 
| came out to meet him and blefled him, and gave him bread and wine 
for himſelfe and for his troupes. «_46:melech uſed him curteouſly, 
and though 2brahar and Sarah both had ſomewhar too groflely 
overſhor themſelves, in diſſembling that Sarah was his wife, and 
| that way indangered him to a great finne, and brought ſome heavy 
| hand of God upon him and his houſe ; yer he ſhew'd himſelfe affable 
and bountifull, reſtoring him his wife, and not ſo alone, bur giving 
; him otfts, and commanding his people to forbeare all injurious car- 
| Hlage to him and his wite, and granting him leave to dwell where hc 
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tcous Brother, ready to gratific and comfort him, he muſt obſerye ir | 
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ould in his countrey, and after repairing to him, deſiring his triend- | 
ſip, he hae) that God had bleſſed him and was with him, 
and requeftedthar a Covenant might be made betwixr themtwo, and 
thatin the ſolemneſt manner. Was not this a figne of great reſpe&t 
and love in him to Abraham? and was it-not a fingular comfort and 


b-: 


inclinethe heart of ſuch a perſon ro him? Yea in whar repute and 


[uſe of any of their choiſcſt Sepulchers to buric his wife in, and 
Ephron the Hittite a man of good cfteeme amongſt: them, ar firſt 
bat did frankely offcr to give him his field, which hedefired, and 
| ar firſk condiſcended to fell it him for a reafonable price. So God 
gave Abraham good will and credit where he came and amongſt all 
even highand low. | 

Letthis alſo encourage all men to ſerve and obey God. He can 
givethem agood namc and good favour every where, vertuc, picty, 
and goodnefle ſhall winne good eſteeme and kindnefle from men thar 
be not utterly ſlaves to finne, ſo farre as it is good for Gods people 
to cajoy. They muſt indeed, (if God {ce fir roziy them by that crofle) 
endure diſgrace and hatred, and cauſelefle malice and reproach, but 
ſo farre as Gods Wiſdome judgeth it beneficiall for them, he both 
can and willinclinethe hearis of all to reſpe& and regard them,to love 


| 


cleave to him and obey him, you ſce his bounty how he can and will 
require his faithful ſervants. : 

And thoſe thar finde the good hand of God going with them in 
this kinde, thatthey be reſpe@tully and kindly entertained,thatthey 


haps ſome vile and baſe perſons, that they be cordially and heartily 
' loved, that men ſpeake well of them, wiſh and doe well to them, 


and are glad and ready to gratifie them, they muſt acknowledge Gods | 


. goodneffe in this mercy and rejoycein his love, that doth turne the 
i hearts of men unto them, and praiſe, honour and love him the more, 
 forthepraiſe, honour and love they receive in the world, We muſt 
| prepare ourſelves to meere with ill uſage, ill will, ill language, bur 
; when wee meete with good, then we muſt confeſle, that the Lord 
; our God is the ruler of all hearts, and bleſſe his name that cauſeth 


' us to finde favour with men, as David did with Saul at firſt, with all | 


 Tfrael and with Achiſh one of the Philiſtine Lords, King of Gath, thar 
gave him honourable entertainement in his Court. 
; Now anothertemporall bleſſing we obſerve to be granted to this 
; good man, and it is three or foure times noted in Scripture,Ge.13.2. 
' Abraham ws wery rich in ſilver, cattell, and gold. So Gen.24.35. 
; The Lord hath Heſſed my Maſter greatly, and he « become great, and 
bee hath given him fleckes and heards,and ſilver and gold, and men ſer- 
JED CM 2 
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credit to £Abrgham , and a figac of Gods great favour to him,'ro | 


and honourthem. He will make them tobe honoured and favoured of 
all with whom rhey live. - Feare not therefore to ſerve God, bur' 


have a good name and loving kindnefle with all men, EXCEPT Per- | 


credit helived, appeareth in that the Hires honoured him, called | 
him a Prince of God, and were ready to give him leave to make 
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wants and maide ſervants and. Canelts and Aſſes, and 25. 6. Abraham 
geve gifts to the ſonnes of his Concubines. He could not have inriched 
them, if he had not beene rich himſclfe; So God tulfilled his pro. | 


| Agrearand fa» £rcat and famous viftory over foure great and conquering Kings, as 
mous victory. ' the Holy Ghoſt telleth us, Gez. 14.15. he purſued them, he divided 


miſe ro Abraham, and he was a very rich man as well as very good, 
Riches are in Gods hand, hee hath them in abundance; He ijs- 
able and ready to grantthem to his ſervants : Indeed they be bur 
doubtful ble flings, if a man have not power to uſe them well, they 
will be moie hurtfull ro him then profirable. Bur fo farre s the 
perfe&t wiſedome of God ſces thar they will be beneficiall rw them, 
wiſedome ſhall bring them alſo in her hand and fiilche houſes of her 
adm-re1s with them alfo. : | 

Let Gods people learne therefore totr::{t upon him for their ous- 
ward care; for though he mike norall his children rich, for it is 
not good for all, yer he will not ſee the meanctt of them to {{arve, 
for then he ſhould nat anſwer that bountfull and mercifull title of} 

2 Father, by which he loveth that his ſervants ſhould call him and 
call upon him. Incourage your {clves therefore ioall holineſſe,righ. 
| rcoulneſſe and vertves, for ſme the Lord that filled che hovfc.of 
Abraham and made him ſo wealthie and great a man,will not neg- 
| Ic&rogive you foode convenicnt for you, and to ſupply you with 
neceflaries, 

* And ler thoſerhat have houſes, goods, ard wealth in abundance, 
learne to uſe them well, to ſce it is Gods gift, and ro uſe them as 
ſtewards, ta'praiſe God forthem, to make them a meanes of knit. 
"ting their hearts more ſure and faſt to him in love and obedience; and 
| ro imploy them bountifully, liberally, and mercifully as A brahaw 
| no doubr did, that they may lay up treaſure for themſelves in Hea- 
| ven, and that by well-doing they make them friends of the riches of 
' iniquiry. Wealth honeſtly gotten, merciſully and bountifully uſedand | 
' moderatcly enjoyed, is a great mercy of God, If God make you 
rich, doe you ſhew your ſi ives to be good as well as rich, orelle; 
| riches doe not make a man the better that hath them, neither can 
[they make his life much more comfortable ; yea it doth appeate of- 
ren that »iches are laid up for the owners thereof for hurt. | 

And theſe be the b<=nefirs temporall which Abraham had| 
for himſclfe, a good wife, good children in their kinde, and! 
one religious, good ſervants, good friends, good name, good 

favour and great wealth, ro which add one particular benefit, a 


—— 
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, himfclfe againſt them he ard his ſcrvants by night, and ſmote them 
and purſued them ro Hobah, and brought backe all the goods, and 
Lot his brother and his goods and the women and his people. An 
, abſolute vitory was obtained by Abrahams wiſedome and valour; 
' God gave him the wiſcome, God gave him the valour, God 
gave him the ſucceſſe. The Prophet Eſay ſets forth Gods good- 
; rjes to cAtraham in gencrall, as a ſure argument, that God will 

ſhew 
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; even after death ; though all Gods people have nor all theſe our- | 


eAbrham. © ' Cnaenu&c, 


ſhew the like mercics. to his:peopleinafter rimes bidd 
| unto Abraham and Sarah,and laying Aſ6-51.2.1 ca bed him, 


ingrhem looks | 
I bleſſed bim and |. 


increaſed him;and 41-2,3-He ſerteth forth thisvery benefir in magnificall 


aſesſaying,who raiſed up the righteous man from the Eaſt? called furt to 
rae wut T gbe.p > him and made him rule over. Kings ay F4ve 
them as duſt to hus ſword ? as ariven ſtubble to hu bor ; hee purſued them: 
| 43d paſſed ſafely by the way that he had ot gone with his feete. God: 
' would have his people take notice of this mercy in ſaving Abraham, 
[and making him viRorious, to aſſure them of his like love in defen- 
ding them, and giving them victory over all their enemies, cventhe 
wholeChurch,and cach particular member thereof, He that ſheltered 
| 4lraham, was with bit, gave Kings before him, ſhall not he de- 
[clare his love as much in future ages to his people 2 Surely he is the 
_— for cyer. Let this comfort us againſt all thoſe that riſe up a- 
ainſt us. | 
, Bur whar did God for others for 45rahams ſake? Firſt, he bleſſed 
| Lot the more for Abrahams ſake, and as it is noted, Lot that went with 
Abraham had heards, and after, when God deſtroyed Sodome he 
thought of Abraham and delivered Lotalſo. So God for a good 
| mans ſake will blefſe and helpe even his friends and well-willers, 
and thoſe that belong to him ſhall be much the better for him,accor- 
ding to the 


bleſſe thee. | 
"And for Abrahams children, .he bleſſed 7ſaac and gave him grear 


outward things, yeagave him alſo grace and made him heireof the 
Covenant, and continued the Church in his houſe, giving him a 


— ______ 


—_—_ 


Eſau and Tacob at ſixty, ſo Abraham lived to ſee thoſe two ſonnes 
about five yeares old, and gave outward things to Iſhmael and abun- 
dance to him, that Princes came of him in likelihood during A4bra: 
; hams life time, and he ſent away his ſonnes by Keturah with grear 
riches, and you know that even-after Abrahams death, God honou- 
[red him ſtill, by calling bim his friend in many places, and for his 
fake did great things for his ſonnes after him in many genera- 
t10NsS. : 

| Thvs yoaſee, how worth the while it isto ſerve, feare, and obey 
; God, what abundant bleſſings he grants, - what honoor and fame 


{ 


| Which is ſufficient forthem, and thoſe thar finde their friends - and 
children happy inoutward reſpets, muſt obſerve Gods hand to be} 
| thankfull, 2 

_ Yeawe muſt all cake notice of Gods like dealing with many of | 
his people, whoſe poſterity flouriſh when they be dead, ſome in} 
goodneſſe as well as goods, and ſome atleaſt in carthly reſpefts, and| 


| | 


| Io BleGed Lot 


promiſe that he had made, ſaying, 7 will bleſſe them that | 


ſonne in the life time of Abraham. For Abraham had  1/aac at a | 
| hundred, and lived 175 yeares, and Iſaac married at forty, and had 


| lis death. 


| ward things in like manner beſtowed upon them, yetthey havethar|. 


2,God did coc 
good to other: 
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(ake. 
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him. 
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leave agood name behinde them, ſo that many yeares after their 
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deccaſe, their names arc honourably mentioned, and all men cmd | 
them.good and fairhfull ſervants of God. The wame of the righteous | 


is had in everlaſting remembrance, whilft they live, and when they | 
die: God ſhewes himſelfe gratious and bouncifull to them, cven in| 
temporall bleſſings ofrenmimes as well as ſpirituall. But if any want| 
theſe ourward bencfirs, they muſt confider of themſelves. whether 
their ſinnes doe not deprivethem thereof. For ſometimes ſuch mer-| 
cies are denied ro Gods people to chaſtize, and keepe downe, and 
roote up ſome vices inthem. David was crolled in his children, to 
corre@ his fondnefle, and to chaſtize his adultery and murder: $4-| 
lomons poſterity was brought low, to chaſtize his Idolatry z Tf inour- 
ward things the Lord feeme carelefle of his people, they might 
eaſily findeby ſearching, that ſome evill carriage of theirs hath cau. | 
ſed him to chaſtize them inthis life, that by being brought to re- 
pentance, they might not bedeftroyed and periſh in another world, 


Abrabams (pi: 


| ricuall bleſ« 


fings. 
1.He was cal- 


led from a falſe 


and ſo much for theſe temporal! benefits. | 

Now for ſpiritual! blefſings, the firſt was, that God called him out 
of his Countrey and Fathers houſe, from the {dols of his Fathers 
houſe, forthey ſerved falſe gods there, 7oſh.24.2. and acquainted 


| rruUCs 


religion co the 


| pieis he. Thisis a mercy of mercies, to bea Saint by calling, one 


| in Charran faith Steven, for though becauſe Terah was the Father,| 


him with himſelfe the onely true God. No greater blefling can be-| 
fa!l 2 man here, then to be called from a falſe religion tothe true re. 
ligion, To that his heart be inclined alſoto the prattiſe of the true reli- 
gion, and that he be effeQually ſandtified as was Abraham. Wee 
muſt looke that wee. have this mercy of cffeuall calling ; Indeed 
from Idols and ſuch kinde of falſe gods, weeare called, or rather | 
we have beene kept from following them at all, but ah, are we cal- 

-led towalke before Godin holincffe and righteouſneſſe? nor alone| 
turning fromdarkeneſſe to lighr, from a falſe religion to rhe true, but 

| from the power of Satan unto God, that is, from ſerving the Divycll 

in a wicked life ro ſerve God in an holy life. If we be not ſo called, | 
we arc not ſorihes of Abraham, and ourward bleflings will doc us| 
little good. If webe, then wee have cauſe to rejoyce before the| 
Lord our God with excecding great joy, for he thar is ſo called, hap- 


whom God hath ſo wrought upon by his Spirit, that his outward 
call hath wonne him from the ſtate of corruprion to the tare of 
grace. | : 

And if any finde not .himſclfe ſo called, or finde it doubrfull to! 
himſelfe, whether he have beene ſo called yea ornot, let him ear: 
neſUy ſceke to God forit, and if wee would know whether we be 
called yea or not, compare our ſelves with Abrahams Call, Gen.13. 
I. God had ſaid, meaning,beforc his Fathers death, before he dwelt 


- 


| the departure is aſcribed to him, yer God gave the call firſt to| 
| Abraham and heacquainted his Father withie, and ſo his: Father went 
out and he with/his Father, as a ſonne in the family and: houſe-hold 
of his Father, and bids him leave kindred and Fathers houſe, and 
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_ 2100 a Countrey which God- ſhould ſhew- him, promiſing | him. 


[Ava off-ſpring, great bleſſings, and: that rhe promiſcd and bleſſed 


| ſeed ſhould come of him: for S.Paef ſaith, that God preached.the 
 Goſpell before to Abraham, when he ſaid, #8 thee ſhall at Nations be 


Zleſed, ſo that he was more largely inſtructed: by. God of remiſſion 


of finnes and falvation everlaſting by one that. was. to be. borne of 


— 


| 


| 
| 


| 


him. Now God cauſed him alfoto belecverheſepromiſes, ſo thar 


he left his Fathers worſhip and obeyed God. * If any of us have. had 
the Word of God preached in oureares, and by name the. promiſes of 
the Goſpell, and hath found his heart fo affected. with thoſe promiles, 
and therrue bclicfe of them, that it hath made him follow Godin a 
holy converſation of life, and leave his former finnes, traycll towards 
the land of life, that land which God had ſhewed him inthe paths.of 


bleſſed is this man. Rejoyce in this calling, and bleſſe God for ir 


God he will rurne to us, and if weſeckero him for the performance 
of his gratious Covenant in putting his Spirit of Sandification inour 
hearts, he willnot faile to doe it. | 

But aſecond ſpirituall bleſſing was 1. He gave him moſt gratious 


promiſes. 2. He appeared to him many timcs to renew thoſe pro- 
miſes. 3. He entercd into-a Covenant with him and his ſeede after | 
| him. 4. Hegratiouſly accepred his prayers and after this life he fa—- 


ved his ſoule. 
Firſt, he made him gracious promiſes, Gen.12.2. 1 will bleſſe thee, 


and make thee a great Nation, and thou ſhalt be a bleſiing, and I will 


Bleſſe them that bleſſe thee, and will curſe them that carſe thee. A gaine, 


he appeares rohim to renew this bleing, and theſepromiſes, Gez. 


13.4 promiſing him a large off-ipring againe, and the poſſeſſion of 
the land of Canaan, underſtood by _1braham to be a figure of an 
heavenly inheritance, for he ſouzht a Citie to come, ſaith the Aunthorto 


\rhe Hebrewes. 


Againe, Chap.15.7. and in the whole Chapter hee confirmerh 
the promiſcagaine by another viſion, 7 4mthy ſhield and thine excee- 


j 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


' Bag great reward; foto comfort him againſt the doubts which hee 


might have, thatthe vanquiſhed Kings might prepare an army and 


{ returne upon him, and there alſo againc he renucs the promiſe of gi- | 


ving him a ſonne, yea giving him a multitude of children after him, 
and by a figne confirmes it to him: Locke up to Heaven (ſaith hee) 
and coun! the Staxres, rc. yea gave him fanh to beleeve ir, and 


aſſures him that hee was juſtified, and that hee accepred thar fairh 


of him for rightcouſneſle , accounting him by meanes of that 
faith for the ſake of him in whom hee belecyed, as pcrfcaly juſt, 


| aSif hee had perfeRlly fulfilled the Law. 


And yet more fully affuring him of his goodneſſe by cntring 
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righreouſneſſe and true holineſle, this is effetuall calling,happy and | 


| Gal. 3.8, | 
} 


morethen for all earthly things wha:ſoever. And if any of you. be 
' [not as yer ſocalled, ler him ſee his miſery, and now call upon God 
- Iſo tecall him, till he finde his prayers granmed: for if we turne to 
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to acoyenant; q+5, hee refhewes the faine covenant with him againe, and confirmeth 


wagon it by the ſeale'of circumciſion; and by changing his name, afluring 


him, 


|eternall felicity. All Gods ſervants that are the ſeed of Abraham, | 


itro acovenant with him in a viſion; and. by ſacrifice. And in Chap, | 


him alſo, that he ſhould have-the ſonne' of the promiſe, by his moſt 
beloved wife Sarah, and telling him alſo wharname hee ſhould be cal. 
Jed by, Iſaec, from his laughing ar the promiſe, not by way of di. 
ſtruſt '*and unbeleefe, bur of faithful! joy and gladnefle in it. Ang! 
in Chap.18. hee appearcth unto him againe in forme of aman, and 
rells him the particular time of the childs birth, and acquaints him 
'with his purpoſe concerning the overthrow of Sodow. And laſt of 
all, after he had offered 1ſaac hee appeares unto him againe, and by : 
a2 oath confirmes to him the former bleſſings, Gen.22.16. which 
hee had never done beforc. "This is a finguiar mercy to Abraham, 
ro give him ſo many promiſes, to renew them ſo often ro him, . 
and confirme them ſo ſtrongly to him. And you muſt looke whe. 
| ther God vouchſafe ro ſhew himſclfe thus ts you, even to bring; 
home to your ſoules in the reading and hearing of his word, and 
exctciſes of religion, the gracious. promiſes of his word, giving 
you by his Spirit aſſurance 'that hce admittteth you into the co- | 
| venant, 1s your God, pardons you, blefſcth you, and will give you; 
all needfull things for ſoule and body, and make you partakers of 


i at. 


have this holy communion with God in his word, in prayer, in his 
ordinances, which Abraham had in theſe dreames and viſions: forto 
the Fathefs God ſhewed himſclfe by thoſe meanes, to us by theſe, 
and Chriſt ſaith, that his Father aud hee will come and fhew themſelues 
( 141780 theſe that love him and ketpe his commandements, and ſuppe with them. 
O if you find this ſpirituall tamiliarity wich God, how happy are you. 
If nor, truly earthly blefſings are of no great valew, they be common 
rogood and bad. Andnow ſeeke you, ſecke youtheſe ſpirituall blef- 
ſings, Gods afſuring you of pardon of finne, and appearing unto you 
{moreand moreto confirme your faith in the promiſes ofthe Goſpel|,; 
land to make you afſured of your erernall happineſle, and that he is your 
; God, untill arlengrth hedo cvenas ir were {weare itunto you, and make 
; ou certaineof it? 
'* And Bretheren, be you incouraged to anſwer Gods call, to repent, 
to live holily, to caſt of yourſinnes and become obedient as was 4- 
brahars, for though perhaps you may not be ſo rich as he, nor have 
[fo many childeren, nor have ſo great outward favours, yet will God 
| be your God, he will be your ſhield, he will be your reward, hce 
| will, blefſe you in all things, he will give youthe inheritance of life 
 eternall, as ſure as he didto Abratam; he wilt heare and accept your 
prayers, and he will bring you ſafeto the land of reſt, ro Heaventhat | 
| rrue*reſt, where you ſhall have no more unquietnefle inward nor out- 
ek ' Into Abrahams boſome will he receive all thoſe, that be the 


- 


| 


true ſonnes of Abraham. | 
| Learneto efteeme of theſe ſpirituall bleflings, though perhaps they 
0 may* 


GN. 


| 


eAbrabam. 
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may be ſeparated from the temporall, God therefore alone divideth 
them becauſe he ſees you be nor fir for both, but would be hindered 
from injoying the one and growing in the one, by the over full enjoy- | 
ment of the other. Bur the berter I ſay you fhall ſurely have as well 
as Abraham, God will morc and more aſſure you of his favour, and 
of his kingdome, and ſhew himſelfe more and more graciouſly un'o | 
you, in confirming to you his comfortable promiſes more and more. ' 
This is bctter then all the riches of the whole world ; If Abraham, 
had enjoyed this whole world and not this ſweete entercourſe with * 
God, his life would not have beene halfe ſo comfortable and happy, 
bur it his eſtate had bin never ſo poore and meane in outward things, 
yet would this ſweete fellowſhip with his Maker have made him | 
happy and bleſſed enough. Spirittuall good things are the chicte 
and principall, blefſ:d is the man whom God pleaſerh to rake for his 
owne, to call to himſelfe, ro ſtrengthen in fairh, ro make more and : 
more ceraine of his ſalvation. This is the blefſing of Azrabam thar | 
comes unto the Gentiles by taith in J=tus Chriſt. This poore and 
atlicted Saints enjoy as well as rich; This {ecke, rhis labour for, by 
indeavouring to wa!ke with God, and by being uprighr. | 
[fany fay, Burtalas [ want this, I find not God ſhewing himſelte ro 


| 


| 


| 


! 
\ 
j 


.* 


| ny times alſo he doth many of his ſervants. His kindred and his Fa- 


me in his ordinances, I find himnor fetling my hearr. 
I Anſwer, If hee have called thee out of finne to a good life, and. 
that thou indeavoureſt to follow him, he will in due rime ſhew him- |. 
ſelfe unto thee, feare ir not, and the longer he ſeemes to deferrethe 
revealing of himſelfe, the more abundant and exceeding grear ſhall | 
the comfort be at laſt. God willnot faile to bleflſe his people with 


ſpiricuall bleſſings, and comfortthem with ſpiricuall comforts, ifthey | 


| walke before him in fincerity. 


I proceed to tell you of g00J Abrahams crofſcs, which if you com- 
pare them with Iſaacs, were much greater then his, if with Zacobs. 
they ſeeme in ſome reſp<ts much lefle.. Bur if you confider them * 
fimply, they were ſome of chem excceding heavy to beare. Wee will 
ranke them intoa certaine order. 

Firſt, God pur himrto ſuffer an heavy croſle ar his firſt call, as ma- | 


| and lefr his fa-! 


_ 
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Abrahams | 
croiless | 


r. He changec 
tus counticy 


;thers houſe were all Idolaters, and God ſaw thar he ſhould have had | ;_rsherfe. 


\ 


much aJce'o have maintained himſelfe and rhe truth of his religion, | 
it he ſhould have continued among them. Wherefore hee cauſed : 


j him to leave thar place, and thoſe perſons, and to goe into another 
| and which heſhould ſhewhim, according as in the Palme, the Pro- 


phet ſpeakes to Pharaohs daughter, farſake thy kindred and thy fathers | Pl1.45.16. 


houſe, and this affliction often aſlaileth the Saints of God, ar their 
looking towards true piety, when they beginto forſake ſinnefull cour- | 
{es and to looke towards Heaven; though they change not their coun- | 
trie for anew habitation, nor leave their fathers houſe ro goc into a | 
region farre diſtant, yer their fathers houſe falleth our with them, 


| they ccaſeto be friendstothem, and they feele that which ſometimes | 
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2. Was uncer-| Firſt for his eſtate, God gave him no poſſcfſion, no not the bredth 


wine mo" - of a foote, but made himtravaile up and downe intents, withour either 
on Wcil, 


— agacd-- i. R . . . 
| crolles, | his family. Oncand onely one Kinſman he had with him, that wee 
ks A his | reade of, Let, In himhe ſuffered two troubleſome croſſes. Firſt, 
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our Lord hath forctold, 4 mans enemies ſhall be thoſe of bis owne houſe, 
yea father hates the ſonne, and the ſonne the Father. For a mans 
inward and ncereſt friends arc more weary of himthen, then any other, 
becauſe having occaſion of converſing with him, they more ſee hig 
| piety, elſe as Owles are more offended with the light, and becauſe 
| wanting that commerce in evilland vanity which once they had, they 
are more diſpicaſed at the change. | 

We muſt learne therefore whoſoever mindeth to follow Chriſt and: 
be his Diſciple, learne to love him aboveall perſons, yeaas himſelfe| 
reacheth us, ro hare Farher and Mother, even to hate them I ay, 
thatis, to be willing to part with them, as if we hated them for Chriſts 
ſake. And as here the Lord ſo provided for 4b&raharr, that he wan. 
red no friend in any place where ever hecame, a forreine countrey : 
afforded him as much welfare as his native ſoile could havedone, { 
whoſoever ſhall looſe any ſuch thing for Chriſts ſake, ſhall be ſure to 
receive inthis life an 100. fold, thatis, an hundred times more good; 
and comfort, then thoſe things or perſons could have afforded, yea 
many times alſoa larger meaſure,and greater number of outward things 
ard outward friends. | 

This was the firſt croſle of Abraham, leaving his countrey, ſee next! 


| whathe met with in Canaan another countrey, in reſpe& of his eſtate 


and the perſons that were deareſt to him. 


Mat, IO.3 6, | 


certaine houſe or any inheritance. This is a crofle too, and a thing 
(little pleaſing to fleſh and bloud, to be of a fleeting condition, not! 
knowing where he ſhall dwell next month or next yeare, to be with- 
out houſe or home, that he can call hisowne ; by which Godtaught| 
Abraham, to uſe the world as though he uſed it nor, and to ſer his 
| heart more upon the things above, becauſe he had ſo little ſerlednefſe} 
inthe things below. The people of God muſt be content to berow- 
[ledas it wereup and downe from place to place, to be in the Earth as 
: {1na Sea, in which they ſhall be toſſed now hither now thither,and have 

No fixed dwelling almoſt, and our Lord Chriſt after he was a Prea- 
;Cher, was accuſtomed to ſuch a kind of Pilgrims life, now in Indea, 
now in Galilee, now in Ceſarea, now in Cara, now in Decapolis, hee 
| had not an houſe to lay his head in. S. Pal was likewiſe accuſtomed 
[amongſt other miſcries, to beare this, of having no certaine dwelling 
;place. If Godcall any of us roſuch a condition, ir muſt not ſeeme 
| much fo us, to cate the bread of ſuch worthy men, nor to pledge 
' them in the ſame cup. Hee whoſe ſoule is not glewed to the world, 
' can well endure this kind of tumbling, none other will, unleffe hee 
; be amantharloves to wander, wy 
| Now for the perſons necre to him, firſt, his Kinſman, thenthoſe of 


upon occaſion of atroublethat fell out betwixtthe ſervants of Lo! and 
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of Abraham, they were faine to part habitations. Their riches 
were ſo great, thatthe land affoorded not raome for both their herds| 
[1nd flockes, hence the herdſmen and ſhepheards on both fides had | 
| occaſion of jarring about places of paſture. One would have his' 
cattle here, anather would have his, and ſovariance grew. eAbra- 
ham ſaw that this variance would proceed farther and farther, andro 
{prevent miſchiefe, gives Lot his choice where hee would dwell, fo 
ſaith the Scripture, they were ſeparated aman from bis brother, This 
no doubt was tedious to Abrahams,that Lot and he might notbeneere. 
neighboursat once, for the event after made it appeare how deare 
Lot wasunto him, and therefore after Los departure, the Lord ap- 
pearcd unto Abraham to comfort him, as taking notice what atrouble 


[ increaſe of riches or want of it, or ſome thing falleth out, that cau-! 
ſcth they muſt be ſeparated from their ſpeciall friends, or ſome un- 
kindnefle and jarres grow betwixt them, thar their agreement is not 
ſo cordiall and hearty as itoughtto be. 

But thenext Croſſe in Loz was worle, for inthe ſpoile of Sodeme, he 
was ſpoiled and taken captive by thoſe that rooke the Sodomries cap- 


his loving Couſin who had beene brought up in his houſe with him, 


and had borne him company 1n all his peregrination from 77 till al. | 
moſt thattime, ſhould fall intothe hands of ſo cruell enemies, ſhould 

have his cartell and goods ſeized upon, and himſelfe, and wife, and 
children, made ſlaves and bondmen. This afflition is uſuall enough 
in the world. Much miſery and diſtreſſe befalls them ro whom wee 


them in their diſtreſſes,asthe members of the body ſuffer by conſent. 
But a ſecond evill that Thad almoſt forgotten pinched 4brabamin 


Lot, for Lot loſtall in Sodoxwe and went and dweltin the Mount, and 
| therelay with his two daughters, and begat of each ofthem aſonne. 
| This was no doubt noiſed abroad, ir came to Abrahams earcs, and 
filled his heart with'a grear deal of gricfe, that ſuch a man as he had | 
taken Lotto be and found him to be, after God had afflited and 
chaſtened him, and alſo ſhewed him mercy and delivered him,ſhould 
| runne into ſo monſtrous and unnaturall finnes, asto commit inceſt,not 
| withone of his daughters which had beene farre too much, bur even 
| with both of them, one afterthe other. This I ſay pierced Abrahams 
i fouletothinke of, hecould not but be ſenſible of all the bitter re- 
; proachfull taunts thatthe true religion of God would ſuffer for this 
| crime of Lot, The ſinnesand crimesof thoſe thatare deareto us, and 
the reproach thar followes thence, both upon themſelves and ſome- 
Umes uponthe truth of God which they profeſſe, muſt needs breede 
much heavineſſe unto good men, and ſometimes the providence of 

-od fo diſpoſcrh of things, thar the people of God ſhall be hum- 


— 
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wiſh well,and we ſuffer in their ſufferings whom naturall affetiondoth | 
ſo indeere us unto, asthat wee cannot but haye a fellow-feeling with 


it was unto him. And this kinde of croſle doth fall outro men, cither | 


tive» This comming to Abrahams cares pierced him indeed, that ] 


| 


| 


bled ſo, as Paul ſaith God would humble him he feared, when br 
bn : : ſhoul 
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tazen away 
trom him, 


5. Sarab was 


barren. 


| 6. There fell 
out a great 
jarre betwixt 
him and $a» 
74h. 


4 His wife $4- 
Tas Was twice 


| becauſe ſheewas ſotaken away, as thar it was likely every day, that! 


| ſhould finde many impenitent finners in Corinth, and it had| 
brought anguiſh to his heart, that the inceſtuous man had 
not alone ſo ſhamefully offended, bur alſo beene tolerated by 
the Church, as no doubt alſo the heare-ſay of Rubens inceſt was 
agreat vexation of heart to /acob, when the report of it was brought 


unto him. | 
Now ſce what Abraham ſuffered in his owne houſe inreſpe® of his 


wives and children. 

Firſt, his wife Sarah a good woman and deare to him, was 
ewice taken away from: him, once by the King of Egypr, and after 
by the King of Gerar, andhe could not but be grieved atit fo much 
the more, becauſe it came to paſſe by his owne default and finne,and 


thee ſhould have bcene marriedto another man, or at leaſt have beene, 

made aminiſter to ſerve his luſt. Whar an anguiſh was this rhinke 
you 2 How did this gaule his hearr « when he abode alone in his 
Tent, and Sarah was not in hers, when he lay alone at home and 
Sarah bare him not company, yea when ſhee was perhaps inthe.bo- 
ſomeof another man, towhom he had betrayed her by his cowardly 
feares and difſembling, it ſcarce befalleth any of us to mecte with ſuch 
a croſle in his wife. 

But ſecondly, Sarah his wife was barren, ſhee had no children, 
fruitfullnefſe and ſhee were parted, asthe Holy Ghoſt noteth. This 
affliction hath befallen many good women, and it was fo much the 
more bitter to u{Hbrabam, becauſe he did not intend totake any other 
woman, butthatartlaſt Sarah when her ſelfs was now by mcanes of 
age paſt all hope, did carneſtly perſwade himunto it. To bechild. 
Icfſe is acrofſe wherewith ſome are exerciſed, but to Abraham it 
was a worſe croſſe then ordinary, becauſe the want of a childe was 
to him thewant of ſalvationtoo, for himſelfe and all Nations wereto 

be blefled in his ſecede : So that if hee had had no ſonne, hee could 
; have had no Heayen, and nothing ſtood as aſtronger objeQtion a- 
/gainſt his being ſaved, then his being childlefſe. Barrenneſſe with 
this aggravation comes not to any of us, and if God had not caſed this 
burden to Abrahams,by often renewing the promiſe of a child unto him, | 
doubtleſſe it would have affiited him ſore. 

But another crofle in Sarah upon occaſion of Hagar, there fell out 
Agreat jarre betwixt him and Sarah, and ſhee that ever before had| 
ſhewed herſelfe a dntifull and reſpeQtive wife, now brake forth into 
| much tartneſſeand paſſion with him, eagerly and wrongfully charging 
| him to maintaine Hagar againſt her, and to be the cauſe of her ſtub- 
; borne and contempruous carriage. This ſounded harſhly in A#«- 
' hams cares, and this language was tedious, to beſo rated by Sarah, it 
, made him thinke the caſe ſtrangely altered. Indeed he by his wif- 
| dome calmed the tempeſt very ſoone, it continued not long, but it 
| was aſoure thing for the timez many a man hath the ſame trouble for | 


| Matter, but more frequent and more laſting, A wives paſſions are at 
hus- { 
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husbands ſufferings, her anger and diſcontent and brawles with maides 
| and men and children ſometimes fall upon him, and ſhee is ready 
| cauſeleſly to quarrell with him, when the is diſpleaſed with them, 
this crofſe is ſo much the more tedious, by how much a man doth 
| more affect and love his wife, and ſometimes too it is aggravated 
| by this, that hee hath ſome way beene an occaſion of it though unwit- | 
'ringly. 
wa, laſtly, Abraham buried Sarah, ſhe died before him, and he was 
'faineto part with her unto the duſt, This calaruty falleth upon many 
men to bury their wives, but to many it 15 not acalamity, they know 
'how very quickly to make this 2fiictionnorhing, by a ſpeedy brin- 
ging in of another : but ro Abraham who loved Sarah and had Jong 
| lived with her, it muſt necdes be matter of ſorrow, and ſo the Scrip- 
[ture witneſſeth ſaying, Hee roſe up from befere hu dead, whether hee had 
| gore before to monrne and weepe for her. 1 netethings he ſuffered in bis 
wife Sarah. 
| N ow in his Concubine Zazar, fiſt her ill carriage to Sa-ah was | 
| ſurely a gricfe to Abraham, when two luch perſons fall at oddes, hee 
| that is a common friend to both ſuffers in both. The cuſtome of! 
| Poligamie is weeded out of the Chriſtian world, ſo that mennow are 
happicr then to be vexed with the mutual! brawling of two Antago- 
[niſts, as I may call them: but now the conrentions of neere friends do 
' fall out ſomewhat bitter ſometimes, to them that Jove both ſo wellthar 
\they know not where to take part. . 
\ Secondly, When ſhee was now great by him, ſhe ran away from 
him and Sarah, and carried the fruite of his body away with her. This 
: nodoubtgrieved Abraham, he tooke her alone for deſire of of-ſpring, 
not to ſatisfie Iuſtfull deſires, and now when ſhe promiſed ſecede, and 
his heart was raiſed up with expeRtation of a ſonne, to have all his 
| hopes daſhed by the quarrels that Sarab had with her, ſhe being gone 
away, and hee knowing not where to have her, nor how to procure 
her returne, nor what was become of her, nor of his child where- 
with ſhe went, and which was deare unto him, even now before he 
] ſaw itin the world, This ſurely pur him to much griefe and ſorrow. 
| ' This crofle is not very uſuall, to have a great bellied wife runne from 
a man, bur if ſuch a kind of deſertion ſhall befall any, either hee muſt 
| * very reſpeRleſle of his wife, or elſe it would beacorrafive unto 
im. 
' But aworle crofle or as bad befell him after, for ar laſt the Lord 
made him to divorce Hazar, and to ſend her quite away, never 
 againe to live with him. This was as bad and worſe thentoburie her. 
_ : If God doeven ſeparate a mans wife from him, cither his affeQion 
; to her is little, orelſe his griefe for her will be much, bur hee had 
| Sarah his firſt wife, and thar ſerved to mitigate the putting away of 
' his ſuperadded woeman. 
So you ſee his domeſticall aflitions in his wife, now conſider 
what hee ſuffered in his childeren, 1. In 1ſh»mael whom hee had firſt, 
N 
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19, Hee was 
forced to thraft W: : : : | 
/janaet our ofi and now hee muſt thruſt one out of his family for ought that hee 


ws family, 


11. Hee was 


crolled in Jſazc| in Iſaac. Firſt hee waited Jong for him before hee had him, 
many Wayes: 


; a : _—__ 
| hee was faine to baniſh him, or excommunicare him whether yay 
11, or both; this was an hard thing to him, hee had but two ſonnes 


knew, never to ſee him againe, Hee muſt adventure him to the 
wide world, and ſend him abroad with his moti.cr, 1: all proba. 
bility of reaſon to ſtarve or begge hee knew not whether. Would it 
not grieve and trouble any of you? to ſend a pretty youth abouw| 
a douzen or ten yearcs old out of his houſe, without any thirg buta 
bag and a bottle, not knowing what hee would doe, or wirther 
hee muſt goe : yet God tried Abraham thus, hee muſt learne 
tro truſt Gods word without meanes and above hope. The p1o- 
miſe wes, that God would make him a great man, and now 
God began to performe promiſe, by ſeeming to make him a 
begger ; If God ſeeme to threaten us with beggeric in our po- 
ſterity, wee muſt conſider, that ſuch a croſle ſeemed to bee 
ruſhing upon Abraham, bur God found meanes to make that 
ſonne great, to whom hee was not ſuffered to give any thing, 
that it might be made evident, thar it is caſte with God to inrich a 
man caſt outand deſtitute of all friends. | 

But Atraham had another ſonne, ſee the crofles that befell him 


| 


| 


| To be long deferred from enjoying a thing promiſed and hoped 

for, is a burden ſomewhat tedious, if a man have not faith and pa- 

tience in ſome good meaſure and quantity. Thus God tried Abra- 

ham, hee lived twenty five yeares after the promiſe of a large of: |. 

ſpring, before he imbraced the ſame which the promiſe pointed ro. | 

How could wee brooke the deferring of a promiſe rwenty five 
cares? 

But when hee had him, was the laſt triall and worſt of all; 
hee muſt take him and ride with him a long journey of three} 
| dayes to a certaine mountaine, and there hee muſt offer him up 
to God for a burnt offering, here God tried Abrahams to the 
quicke. Hee muſt dente naturall affteftion, in killing a ſonne fo 
dearce unto him, and that atthisage : If God ſee fir to have him, 
why did hee not call for him when hee was a young childe, 
betore hee had filled his heart with ſo intenſe love and carneſt 
(expeation ; If hee will have him now, why cannot hee ſend 
{ome diſeaſe ro ferch him, but the Father muſt murder the ſonne: 
ſo nature muſt give place to Gods commandement. Hee mult 
alſo denie his credit in the world, and expoſe himſelfe to moſt 
|harſh, and in ſhew juſt cenſure of all men, yea of his familie and 
of his wife Sarah too, whoſe gricfe for her {laughtered ſonne muſt 
needes cauſe her to lade her husband with grievous complaints, 
and in appearance alſo righteous. Yea hee muſt in ſome ſence 
; contradict and crofle even faith it ſelfe, by ſlaying him in whom the 
| Lord had ſaid unto him, 1» 1ſaxc ſhall thy ſecde be called. Thus 
taith muſt conquer nature, conquer credit, and conquer it _ 
whic 
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which allo it did in Abraham : For hee conſidered that God was able to raiſe | 
him up againe from the dead, from whence in a figure hee had recetved him. | 
So it ſecmeth good to God, to pur his ſervants hard to it, and ro re- ! 
|quire ſuch things at their hands, as cannot bur bee yery difficult unto \ 
them. 
| Thus you have heard of Abrahams life, now at laſt hee died in | 
ipeaceand ina goodold-age, after he had lived 175.yeares, not fo long 
as his Fathers and forc-fa hers, God ſtill ſhortening the age of | 
man uſually, that he might put them and us in mipde of | 
| our latrer end, and make us carcfull to prepare 
| for it continually. 
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| RESSD<EERSD S 4brcham is called the Father of the faithfull, 
TL AS 8g, {oir isallo ſaid to Godly woemen concerning | 
of: Sarah, whoſe dauzhters yee are as long as yee doe | 1 Þct.3.6. 
© well,8&c, So that ſhee is honoured with this 
title of being the mother of beleevers, as hee 
' was the Farther. Having therefore ſect before | 
you the example of Abraham, wee proceede 
ro confiderthe example of Sarah his wife. Let 
us ſee 1, Her birth, 2.Her life, z3.Her death. 
| Concerning her birth, her Father is knowne, her Mother is not |. Fara?'s birth. 
| knowne. Shee had the ſame Father with Abraham, nor the ſame 
' Mother, for ſo he telleth 4%;welech ſaying, Gen.20.12. Shee indeed 
: my ſiſter, the daughter of my Father, not the daughter of my mother, and | 
; ſhee became my wife, For as yer God had not forbidden to marry with 
any of the kindered of ones fleſh as after hee did, ſo that as ycr hee 
might lawfully take his ſiſter by the one fide tobe his wife, the con- 
ſort of his bed, and ſhee was borne 10. yeares after Abraham, for it is 
, noted, that when 7/aac was borne, ſhee was 90. yeares of age and - 
heatoo. So was ſhe 10. yeares younger then himſclfe, and he ex- 
, ceeded her in age 10. yeares, as it is mectethough not neceſſary, that 
the husband be ſomewhat elder then his wife, Gen.21.5. Abrahars | | 
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| was a hundred yeares old when his ſonne aac was borne to him. Gey, 
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that there was the difference of ten yeares betwixt Abraham and $ax4h, 
And this is all we have to ſay of her Birth. 

Now concerning her lite > wee will looke into her car. 
riage good and bad, and thento the things that betfell her good ang 
bad. 

Firſt then for that which was good in her, inreſpe& of God, man, 
and her ſelfe. For God, ſhee is commended for her faith, for the 
| Authorto the Hebrewes telleth us, That by faith ſhee received ſtrengyh 
to conceive ſeede, and was delivered of a ſoune when ſhee was paſt ave, 
becauſe ſhee was perſwaded that hee was faithfull which had promiſed, 
Whac faith is, | where you ſce rhe nature of faith, it is an acknowledging of Gods 

| faithfullnefle, a giving him the honour of his faith, and ſetting to 

| ones ſeale that God 15 1TH. Faith cauſeth the minde of a man to ſub- 
; mitit ſelfe to the Word of God, and to be aſſurcd thar hee can and 
will keepe promile, for to the promiſe of God i! looketh principally, 
and this faith will cauſe a man to receive power from God to doe 
thoſe things, which otherwiſe of himſclte he wanted all power to 
doe. This faith will make a weake man ſtrong, it will put fruitfall. 
|neſſe into a barren wombe, and life and ſtrength into a dead body, 
it will make a barren ſoule fruitfull in good workes, and make the 
heart to conceive the Word fo as to bring forth the fruit of goodli- 
ving, whereto of it ſelfe it is as unable, as a body paſt age is unapt 
to bring forth a childe. Conſider therefore, whether you have got. 
ten ſuch a faith into your hearts, as makes you fruirfull of good 
workes, If we beleeve Gods promiſes faithfully, it will ſub-miniſter 
ſtrength to produce all ſorts of good workes, which otherwiſe the 
heart of it felfe would never produce. For he that beleeyeth Gods 
promiſes ſhall obtaine ſtrength from God to obey his holy Com- 
| mandemenr, and according tothe ftrength of it, to abound in good 
workes of all ſorts. Faith is a ſtrong grace and puts a new power in- 
tothe ſoule by which it ſhall be fir to doe good workes. We have 
more largely diſcourſed of the nature of faich in the Example of 
LAtbraham,whois alſo commended for faith. 

Then Sarah in reſpe& of Abraham her husband had two worthy 
vertues. Firſt, ſhee obeyed Abrahays her husband. Secondiy, ſhee 


| 


Her life, 


x. Her vertues 
1. Her faith, 


Heb 11.11. 


| 
2, Shee obeyed; 


b 


her husbaug, \ TEVerenced him, and that in her heart and tongue too, for ſhee called 


, him Sir whenſhee thought of him in heart. Her obedience ſhewed 
jt ſclte in acheercfull forwardnefle to prepare things neceſſary to cn- 
rertaine Angels that came unto her in the likeneſie 'of men, for it is 
| ſaid, Abraham haſted into the Tent to Sarah, and bad her quickly 
| make ready three meaſures of fine flower and make cakes pon the hearth, 
| whichſhee did accordingly without grumbling or deferring. Shee 
did noroppoſe her hysband and demand, husband, you know not 


Gcn,19.6. 


; what theſe men be? nor whence they come? why ſhould you make 


( . 
ſuch care to prepare for them 9 but without any more adoe, at her 
| hus- 


| 18 Gen. The Example of Guang, 


17.17. Shall Sarah that #s ninety yeares old beare? 1o it is manifeſt, | - 


. 


| 
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«bands commandement, ſhec gate all things ready according to 
_— This is a commendable ching is 4 wife, and is to. be 
followed by all you godly women, who would be counted daugh- 
ters of Sarah; if your husbands wiſh you to doe things honeſt and 
lawfull, you muſt addreſſe your ſelves not to make your objeions, 
but to yecld your cheerefull obedience according to S, Pauls 


commandement, that ſaith, Wives bee ſubject to your husbands in all 
FHnTs- 


If any fay, thatthis was but a ſmall matter, . 


Lanſwer, ttue, butitis reported as it were a taſte of her good diſ- 
poſition in this matter, and a figne of her duzifull obedience, the 
glory whereof the Holy Ghoſt giveth her more generally, ſaying, 
that ſhee obeyed her br:5band, racaning, conſtatitiy and generally thee 
ſubmitted her ſelte and was obedient, . 

Secondly, it is noted of her, that ſhee reverenced her husband, 
which is alſo commanded to wives by S. Paml, ſaying, Let the wife 
ſee that ſhee feare her husband. Loe it is carneſtly charged upon wo- 
men, they muſt looke to it that they yeeld it : Letthe wite, that 
is, every Wife, ſce, that is, carefully looke to it, and not make 
ſhifts or pretend excuſes, bur tee, that ſhce doe it, even feare her 
husband. 

There is a double feare,one which maketh onerremble and flie from 
the thing feared as hur:full and miſchievous , ſo as men doe 
feare a Lyon or Beare, torunne from him as faſt as they can, that 
hee may not teare us in pieces, ſuch a feare as this is not required, 
| Another feare is, feare of offending, wronging, or grieving the per- 
ſon feared, flying and ſhunning all ſuch things as would difpleaſe 
him and make him conceive with diſlike an irreſpeRiveneſle of him. 
This is the feare of the wife, not to dareto diſpleaſe her husband or 
anger him, not ſo much leaſt he ſhould flie upon her with reproofes 
and blowes, asleaſt ſhee ſhould be an inſtrument of griefe to one, 
whom ſhee loveth and hotnourech by her undutifullnefſe and rude- 
{nefle. And it muſt be noted thar ſhee did ſo reverence him as to 
call him Lord. And how did fhee call him Lord? not in ſpeaking 
to him, orin ſpeaking of him before others, by whom itmight be 
cold him againe what ſhee had ſaid, butwhenſhee thought of him 
or ſpake_ ot him with the inward ſpeech of her heart, which none 


title ſhee gave him even in her inward cogitations, when ſhe ſaid inher 
ſelte at the hearing of the Angels promiſe,that ſhe ſhould have a ſon, 
Shall T have pleaſure after 1 have waxed old, my Lord bring old alſo. 
SO the reverence of a good wife ſhould be hearty, and cauſe her 
when ſhce doth but thinke of her husband, even then to give atitle | 
of due reſpe&t. Wherefore to give rude and undecent rermes to an 
husband, ſuch as would but become a Miſtrefſe ſpeaking to her 
bondman, Ned, Tacke, Dick, Tom, Robbin, is even A little too 


ld 


could relateagaine,burGod who hathrelated this to her praiſe. Forthat | 


much familiarity in a wife, favouring of ſome degree of contempr. | 
[= | N 4 The 
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—— d of theſe rwo duties, reverence and obedience, is the 


image of God in the husband: For he doth ſtand in Gods roome!. 


over her, becauſe «s Chrift is the Head of his Church, ſo is the hug. 
band the wives head, and the woman us the glory of the man, meaning, 
one that is made to bring ſome glory and honour to him. 

Now by this fruit of Sarahs obedience which the Holy Ghoſt 
hath noted, it is prooved that Sarah was huſwifely in her houſe, 
even as aWwoman that could ſtirre about in her family, and looke 
rothe diſpatching of neceſlary affaires by her ſervants and them in 


her family. For had ſhee becne a coy and nice or idle and floath. | 


full dame; ſhee would neither have dreſſed meale, nor kneaded it, 
nor made cakes of it, norſcene to the baking of them, nor yer have 
followed her maid-ſervants, and looked that they ſhould have beene 
diligent in this buſincſle. | | 

Further in reſpe& of her ſonne Tſaac, ſhee was a very loving Mo- 
ther and nurſed him with her owne breaſis, and thought ir a duty 
for her ſo to doe, for ſo it is noted of her that ſhee ſaid by way of 
thankefull wondering at the benefit, who would have ſaid to Abra- 
ham that Sarah ſhould have given children ſuck ? fer 1 have borne> 
him a ſonnc in his old age, as it ſhee confefled, that giving a ciilde 
ſacke ſhould noc be ſeparated from bearing him. And indeed na- 
ture doth manifcſily call upon women for this duty, for ro what 
purpoſe hath God given them breſts*? as it were bottles, at thatrime 
repleniſhed with ſuch a fir and well pleafing toode for the babe, 


ſurely not to milke out onthe ground, not to draw it backe by me- 
dicines and devices, but to give it to the new inhabitant of the 
world, with whom it came into the world. So ſoone as a woman 
| hath a childe in her wombe ready to bring forth, ſhee hath alſo 
| milke in her breſts fit for its feeding, and is not this as much, as if 
| the Lord ſhould ſpeake unto her and fay, I would have you take 
| care ro bring up this childe which thou haſt brought forth, 
with this nouriſhment, which I have laid up in ſtore for it, for 
ſurely God and nature make nothing in vaine. This loving patt 
of Sarah is more conſiderable in reſpect of her age and 
(her greatneſle of eſtate and houſchold, for ſhee was ninety yeares 
old, and might in that reſpe&t have ſeemed warranted to have 
given her ſelfe a diſpenſation from this ſervice, and to have ſaid, 
ſhould a woman of mine age endure the labour of watching and 
waking and looking to achilde, and induriog all irs froward firs and 
a number of attendance 2 why may I nor ſet it to a younger woman 
ſtrongerand better ableto doe it then my ſelfe 2 Shee was wife to 
Abraham, a man of great place and ſtate, fellow to a King, with 
whom Kings ſought to be in covenant, and thould ſuch awoman as 
; [7 might ſhee have objected, ſabmir my ſelfe to this meanc and1a- 


| 


band, might ſhee have ſaid, is agreat man and withall hoſpitall. If 


borious office, may nor [hire another to doe it for mee mine hus-| 


| he bringin men of place and faſhion, muſt Tbe hindred from intertai- 
ning 
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ning them by dandling a childe and being made uhhandſome and 
| unfir for company with tending a babe? might not another doe this as 
wellasI s of whom ſuch intertaining would not be expeRted. A-} 
| gaine, have I not avery great houſchold 2 muſt Tleave the care of | 
looking tothem for ſuckling ofa childe £ which another ordinary bo- 
| dy may doc as well as my 
| over-ſecing mine honſe. Sarah made noſuch excuſes, bur when ſhe 
| had borne Abraham a ſonne ſhee would allo give the childe ſucke, | 
And truly, this duty is a very good duty, and grounded upon very 
|cood reaſon ; For who doth not fee * that it Is a very great 
| meanes of cauſing Mothers ro grow in tenderneſſe of love to 
their children, and fo of making children afterwards more durtifull 
to them. | 
Laſt of all, Sarah in regard of her ſelfe did apparell her ſelfe | 
with modcſt and not over-coſtly attire, for S. Peters words pto- 
pound her to bee imitated by the good women in that pat- 
{ricular, ſaying, ſo did the godly women that feared God in former time 
attire themſelves as Sarah, and ſhee is manifellly brought in for a par- | 
terne of this vercue, even decent, not flaring not over-chargeable | 
garments. The Holy Ghoſt hath given womer! warning in tw6 
' places of this duty both by rhe pen of S. Paul and S. Peter, whoſe 
| adorning (faith he) let it not be that outward — of” fromey ths 
haire, wearinz of gold, and putting on of apparel, but let it brthe hiullfews 
| man of the heart, in the ornament of a meeke and quiet ſpirit, amd; 
| Parl \aich, Not with braided haire, or gold, or pearles, or coſtly attire. | 
but as beſeemeth women profeſiing godlineſſe with good workes, techs 
| nefle, quictneſſe, good workes, theſe muſt be the jewels and orna- 
| m=nts of agood woman, gaudie and wanton tricks of frizling, plat- 
ring, curling the haire,and ſumpruoſity in gallant things and chargeable 
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ming doth norhing bur allure the eyes of beholders, and call wanton 


| eyes to play with them. It doth nothing but ſpeake forth their haughti- | 


nefle and ſelfe-conceir. 


\ TI know tt is lawfull for women of rich eſtate and high place to 


| weare jewcls, filke, purple, ſcarlet, gold, fiiver, but women muſt 


| husbands purſes and places will beare, norto be ſumptuous this way, 
{ that if their coſtes about workesof mercy were laid in ballance againſt 
_ coſt inattire,the former would proove in a manner nothingto the 
{ LALLET 

i For moſt times itprooves true, no women more niggardly andpitr- 
| ching to any good worke of bounty or mercy, then thoſe that are 
| molt coſtly and finiſhin their coates. Thoſe that are ſo curions and 
coſtly inattire, are hard andneere in good workes, and ſo doe gaine 
{to themſelves reproach and contempt in ſteed of that credit 


br good eſteeme, which they thinke their garments doe bring 
them. brix 


{clfe, that will not performe the duty of | 


muſt not be looked after by good women. This tricking and trim. | 


be ſure not to be givento ſuch things, nor to be more coſtly then-their | 
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The Example of Cuna P.1,&c. 


| Sargbs faults, 
1- Shee was 
weake 1n faith 


| Gen.1 8.12, 


Ver.11. 


| 
| Ver.14. 


ſhioned hercarriage according to the mould of ſo excellent perſons. 


(1 have pleaſure ? and my Lord benz ld alſo, for the Scripture faith, 


| power were limited by the rules of reaſon, or by the courſc of nature, 


' You ſee Sarahs vertues, compare your ſelves with her now. Anq 
thoſe that finde themſelves like her in ſome degree, viz. fairhfull 
in bcleeving Gods Word, eſpecially his promiſes, obedient ang 
reverent to their husbands, that have nurſedtheir owne children, and 
doe not curiouſly and ſumptuouſly ſet up themſelves 1n their attire , 
Letthem be commended, ler their conſciences approove them and 
give them comfort inbceing found like to this godly Matrone. Ir is 
anexcellent thing to tread in the paths of thoſe women Gods owne 
pen hath renowned for gratious and vertuous, and hath borne wit. 
neſſe of their uprighenefſe and ſalvation. We may with ſome good war. 
rant promiſe our ſelves to obtaine fayour of God and cternall life 
with them, whoſe godly converſation we have followed. Shee that 
looking her ſelfein this glaſſe of Sarah findes her ſelfe to reſemble 
her in faith, in obedience, and reverence toward her husband, in 
doing ſuch good offices to her children, and in comely and nor over- 
coſtly arraying her ielfe muſt blefle the name of God, thar hath fa- | 


Burt thoſe that infteed of theſe vertues, ſhall finde rhemſelves de- 
formed and diſguiſed with the contrary vices, are to be greatly aſha- 
med and humbled, and admoniſh=d to repent. And all the women 
that would have the comfort of being daughters to Sarah, muſt la- 
bour togettheſe graces and to abound in them. See that you be du- 
_ and good wives, and pray to God to make you ſuch as was 
SAAD. - | 
And now letus conſider the weakeneſles of Sarah. Firſt,ſhee was 

weake in faith, for this cauſed her to give Hagar to Avraham her 

husband, and fo to bring the finne of Poligarmy into the Church of 
God wherewith ic may ſeeme it was not polluted before. Shee 

doubred leaſt her ſelfe ſhould not be fruittull, and therefore brought 

Hagar to him, to trie whether the promiſed feed might come of 
her, and yet once more ſhee bewrayed more unbeleefe, when the | 
Angell of God told cAtraham in her hearing, thar he ſhould havea 
ſonne by her at the time of life, ſhee laughed art the promiſe of God 

as at athing ridiculous and impoſſible, ſaying, After IT am old ſhall 


Shee w.zs old and it ceaſed to be with hcr after the manner of women, See 
how when God promiſed athing in nature and reaſon utterly impoſ- 
ſible, ſhee ſofarreforgat the Omnipotent power of God, as to think 
ſureircould never come to paſſe, though God hid promiſed ir, and 
_— Angell reprooved her, ſaying, Shall any thing be impoſable with 
Goa ? 

Thus the people of God doe ſometimes ſtagger at the promiſe of 
God through unbelecfe, when God faith one thing and reaſon ſaith 
the contrary, they conſalt with flcſh and bloud, and credit their owne 
reaſon aboyethe authoriry of God which ſpeaketh to them. This is 
agreat faulr, and ren«{erh m'1ch ro the diſhorour of God, as if bis 
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2nd did not exccede our reaſon and ſtand quite above the power of 
nature, Wee muſt ſee this ſinne in our ſelves, Jabouring to be hum- 
bled at it but not diſcouraged, for this weakeneſle of faith may | 
well ſtand with che truch of faich, not he hath no faith atall who is 
many times troubled with doubting, but he which yeelds to it and is 
overcome by it. 

Wee muſt alſo ſtrive towaxe ſtrong in faith, by putting our ſelves, 
in'minde of Gods Omnipotency and faithfullnefl=, as Sarah did at | 
length, forthe Apoſtle witneſlerh, that ſhee judged him faithfall which | 4.41. .1. 
had promiſed, and thoſe promiſes which we muſt labour ſtedfaſtly to 
belecve, are the promiſes of God to pardon our finnes, and write 
his Law in our hearts, and ro make us able to walke in his waies, and 
crow:e us at lat with lite and glory, notwithſtanding our finnes and 
imp<erf tions, Though the performance of theſe promites ſeeme to 
us 45 um poſſible as that adry woman ſhould be a mocher, y<r we muit 
labour ro rett upon them, becauſe of the fidelity of him that hach pro- 
mil<dto p<ric& his power in our weakeneſle. 

Another fault of Sarahs, wasthis, that once ſhee forgat her f{elfe to | :.Shee being 
her husband, and was full of anger and diſcontent, wrongtully char- | 22: y; falſeiy 
. . . - . acculed her 

ging him to take her maides part againſt her, ſaying, My wrong he! pu 

on thee for 1 have zivenmy maide into thy boſome, and now I am 4eſpiſed | 5en.6. g. 

in her ſizht, Tt was true, that Hagar did fleight hertoo much,butthar 
Abraham was gvilty of this fault by bearing out Hagar in it, that 
was altogether falſe, as his anſwer prooveth plainely, for hee 
fairh, thy maide is in thine hand, doe with her what thou wilt, | Vailes. 
So Sarahs anger made her uſe falſe accuſations againſt her hus- 
band. 

Be humbled yee wives, if you have chafed with your husbands 
and carried your ſelves injuriouſly rowards them in words, Sarah did 
this,but ſhe did irnot oft,it was this one time alone,ſfo farre as weread. 
in other things ſhee behaved her ſelfe meckely and reverently. O| 
looke to your ſelves, that you offend not continually in that thing 
wherein this good woman offended once alone, and no more, for 
this once was eventoo much, kcepe downe anger therefore and let 
It not breake out againſt your husbands, 

Andyou husbands, learne though your wives doetranſgrefſe ſome- 
times, not to be harſh with them againe, bur heale their errours 
with the ſpirit of meckenefſe as Abraham allo did. Shee | 
_ blame her felfe, but ſhee may bee indued with grace for all 
this. 

Bur another weakeneſſe of Sarah is, that ſhee was ſomewhat too | 3. Shee was 
rough with Hagar, infomuch that Hagar could not indure ir, for if OT 
ſhee was ſo violent in words with Abraham, what doe yourhinke her | 1117ar, 
carriage was tothe maide, yea thee was ſomething too earneſt againſt 
Iſhmael and hertco, when nothing would ſerve her, butthat ſhe muſt 
have them both together caſt out of doores. For though God bad | 
Abraham doe according to her words, it followcth not thence, that 


ſhee 
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' ſhe was not overpaſhonate in it. : God for a miſterie would have it | 
| done, and yet Sarah might offend in doing it. So good peopleare apt 


| to beoverharſh to them that wrong them, and exerciſe too much bir. 


 terneſle againſt them. | 
+. Shediſim: Another fault of Sarahs was, that ſhee diſſembled at her husbands | 
wang _— | requeſt, and that two ſeverall times, ſaying ſhee was his ſiſter, and 
'qu.th, | ſo laying it, that thoſe ro whom ſhee ſpake, might thinke ſhee was 
| none of his wife, for that was the intention both of Abraham and 
| Sarah. Tris a weakeneſle in wives ſometimes to be led by thei: huſ. 
| 


bands, to doe that that is evil, and to joyne with them 1n ſinne. Here | 
$.xah hazarded her chaſtitie to content her husband, to {arisfie his | 
| feares, ſhe was like to have brought her ſclfe and others into a fearefull. 
{1ane. | 
| This faule muſt be reformed by good wives amoneſt others, and ' 
| they muſt reſolve nor to ſinne againſt God for their husbands ſakes, | 
fearing his diſpleaſure morethen the danger of their husbands or thicir | 
| anger, Indeede in ſaying ray to ſuch morions of their husbanc's, they 
| | Mult uſe reverence, and do it in acalme and quict manner, bur retule | 
| they muſt, being warned by the example of Sar4h. 
| 5. She lyed. Sarahs laſt fault Was, that thee denied her laughter to the Angell, 
{when ſhee had finned in !aughing. To lye in a paſſion for fearec of 
| ' blame, denying that one hath done arhing which indeed one hath] 
FD done, that ſo one may eſcape reprehenſion or corr-Cion, is a finne 
to which mans nature is very ſubject, ipringing trom the want ofthe 
feareof God, and from an exccihve carnall love to ones ſelfe, and 
 defire of his owne temporall ſatery. This fault you may reade, Ges. 
| 18.15. Readcitnot to doe thelike, bur to amend i: and to be moved 
to repentof it, if you have committed it. 
| Now then let us refle@ upon our ſelves, and confider of our owne 
carriage, both to condemne the like faults in our ſelves, and to beare 
with them inothers withour bitter cenſuring, and ſo we ſhall profit by 
the knowledge of their evill deedes. | | 
Sarabs bene- | Now let us confider the benefits that Sarah enjoyed, Shee had all 
| fits. thoſe common benefits of health and ſtrength and the like, which 
; ' God doth uſually beftow uponall men, but befides ſhe enjoyed exccl- 
| lent benefits. 
{i. Sheewss a Thefirſt, that God gave her faith and ſaving grace, pardoned and 
{ holy WOetian- paſſed by her offences, and ſarRificd her and hath ſaved her ſoule, 
notwithſtanding her faults, This is the mercy of mercics, that God 
| pleaſeth to ſanRifie and pardon, and ſave a man, for if he be ſandified 
he is pardoned and ſhall be ſaved, what profit hath any one of other 
things if 1e want this, and {o be damned for ever, after alittle content 
| enjoyed here. 
| Let us therefore labour to finde this goodnefle of God to us, 1ct us | 
humbly pray him that made Sarahgodly, to makeus ſo roo. Ifwhen | 
| We reade of this worke of his grace to others, we praiſe him for it ) 
.hewill graunr itto us as well as torhem. The Lord is able tomake 


*Ds any : 
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Gun. Hagar Sarah. C va 2.1,&c. 145 | 


any other man or woeman godly as well as Sarah. Shee hadas bad a 
nature, and as unable to make her ſelfe goodas weehave, for the alfo 
was a daughter of Adam. Therefore if you find your ſelves yer not 
'o be indued with faith and holineſſe, rake notice of theſe wants, and 
oe to the throne of grace for grace, beſeeching the Lord to fulfill 
| his covenant to you, in giving you his Spirit to make you his chil- | 
dren, and it ſhall be unto you according to your conſtant and humble 
ſupplications. | 
| "And thoſe whom God hath beene pleaſed to deale ſo graciouſly 
with, letthem hearcily and conſtantly praiſe him, labouring to make | 
all croſſes ſeeme nothing to them in compariſon of this benefit. Say, | 
though I bee poore, deſpiſed, afflited, yer God hath given-mee 
ſome faith and ſome holineſſe, and begunto ſantifie and will preſerve 
[me in this eſtareto life eternall. What cauſe have Ito be diſcouraged 
atcroſſes; ro make one truely godly, though they be not without 
their faults,is the worthieſt ofall mercics.In Heaven rhe Saints reJoyce 
in God, and are not interrupted in his ſervice, by remembrance of | 
(former afflitions, we one earth ſhould labour fo to be glad in hope 
of that eternall weight of glory, thar neither feeling of preſent miſeries 
nor feare of future, ſhould much hinder us therein. | 
| Secondly, Sarah had agodly Þhusband, and did partake with him | >. Shee had aj 
of his riches, honours, credit and all the good things which hee en- raging 
joyed. This is a great favour to a wife, if ſhe be married to a good | was well eftee-! 
and holy man, anda man alſo of convenient eſtate and good eſteeme, | med. 
that ſhe may be comforted by his goodneſfle, ſhewing it ſelfe ingood 
carriage towards him, and may taſte the ſweetneſle of his good and 
of his credit. To have an yoake-fellow that can patiently beare with 
ones wants, that is diligent and truſty, and ſo provideth for his fa- 
mily that nothing is wanting to her ſelfe and family, thar lives info 
good repute as ſhe for his ſake is better reſpeRed ; in a word, ſuch a 
| | oneas is a comfort and credit to her, a ſaviour of his body as indeed 
| the husband ſhould be, is a fingular benefit, She hath a great bleſſing 
that hath ſuch a husband, and muſt not forger to be much and often 
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| 

thankfull, yea though in ſome things he may be faulty, to the hur- 

ting, and hazarding, and bringing crofles both upon himſclfe and | 

her, as twice Abraham did though an excellent man. Take notice of 7 
this favour, and learne to be carefull in doing your duties, ſo much 

| the rather, becauſe your husbands be vertuous. | 

| 

| 

| 

| 


But next, ſhe had Tſaac at length, if God give a woman children| 3: Sie bag a; 
gedly ch:lde, 


and good children, godly and holy, partakers of the bleffing of God 
in their ſoules, that is a benefit to the wife as well as tothe husband. 
| She ſhall have joy of ſuch a child as well as hee, both the parents of 
righteous children ſhall have joy of them. Let woemen as well as 
men acknowledge this mercy, wee ſce that thoſe which are croſſed 
in children are much troubled atir, ſhould not thoſe whom God doth 
| free from thar little crofſe, giving them the contrary mercy, learneto 
praiſe and rejoyce in him for it £ | 
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4» God deli- 
| yered hertvyice ; 
out ot a miſery; xy one by their owne unbeleefe, carnall fearcs, or other evill beha.. | 


Into which ſhe: ©? . . 
| had caſt ber-! Viour, have thruſt themſclyes into the brambles, and God by his | 


l:Ifc, 


Bur furcher; God did vouchſafe to deliver her twice out of that 
miſerieinto which twice ſhe had caſt her ſclfe by her owne fault, IF 


ſpeciall providence and care harh gromes them an happy iſſue and 
eſcape, they muſt even admire and applaud Gods goodnefle, that | 
hath ſo undeſcrvedly pitticd them, and paſſing by their taults hath car. | 
ried himſelfe fatherly to them. Sarah by ſaying I am Abrahams 
fiſter, procured, that ſhe was taken by Pharaoh to be his wife, God | 
\ hindered Pharagh from comming neere het, and after by a dreame 
| warned him of the matter, and ſo hce diſmifled Sara/ untouched, | 
: After ſhe offended in like manner againe, and againe the Lord in| 
ke manner dclivered her: what a graciouſneſſe of God was this ? | 
| She knew not in the world what to doe, ſhe had intangled her ſelfe 
in a ſnare and could not get out, now God hee ſets in, hee brea- | 
\kerh the ſnare and ſets her at kberry. Without doubt Sarah and | 
| Abraham both were excceding glad of this eſcape, and praiſed God | 
for ir. | 
If by the meere providence of God without any fault of our hand, | 
miſeries breake in upon us, and then we crie to God and be reſcued, 
we have cauſe to acknowledge it asa great fayour. How much more| 
then when he drawes us out of the evills into the which we have finne- | 
| fully thruſt our owne ſelves, ſending ſome ſuch meanes of helpe as 
; we could never conceive of, or procure to our ſelves. Call to mind | 
ſuch deliverances, to priſe God with great fervency and humility 
forthem, and learne both to truſt upon his goodneſle after the more 
ſtedfaſtly, eſpecially, if more then once wee have thus inſnared our 
| ſelves, and more then once the Lord hath pittied us and helped us, 
'we mult never ceaſe wondering at his goodneſſe, reſolving alſo to 
take heed of ever provoking him by like folly, for he that can open 
the dovreof danger, when we our ſelves by ſecking finnetully to eſcape 
ſome other evill, have locked it upon our ſelves, can ſurely, yea and 
will keepe us if we doe caſt our ſelves uport him, and refuſe to take 
up ſinnetull and unlawfull ſhifts. Could not the Lord have found 
a good and holy way of ſaving _1{brabams life and Sarahs chaſtitie? 
| of reſtraining the cruelty of theſe men as well as their wantonneſſe: | 
'If God can helpe out of reall and preſent danger beyond ourhopes, 
| - on ſurely keepe us out of feared and imaginary dangers aboucour | 
\rhoughts. 
| And if any of Gods people have wound themſelves into croſſes, 
'they muſt not be diſmayed from ſeeking to God for helpe, by aggra- 
 vating their crofles with this thought, O fooliſh and finnefull man, I | 
| have pulled 1t upon my ſelfe by my folly, how can I expect helpe | 
from him? bur moſt humbly acknowledge their owne folly and yet | 
take boldnestoſue to him for mercy,both to pardon and to.helpethem. 
Theſe be theſpeciall benefits given to Sarah. Now her croflesmult | 
be conſidered, 
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| Chance, then he whom an enemy ſhould purpoſely wound, and this 


[ 


(nn Hagar Sarah, 'C HA P.11,GTC. 

' Firſt, She was barren alongtime, this was acrofle to her no doubt> 

uſe of her earneſt defire to have childeren, and becauſe as I ſaid 
of Abraham, the hope of her ſalvation did hang upon the fruit of her 
wombe. Barrennefle is ſuch acrofle you ſeeas hath befallena godly 
wocman. Lect them therefore that arc excrciſed with it, learne to 
beare it with paticnce, and labour to get hearrs ſo much more fruitfull 
of good workes, thatſuch ſpirituall fruitfulnefſe may make amendsfor 
the want of the fruitof their bodies. If God make not a wocman to 
beare children, but make her pious and godly, able to bring fortlrthe 
fraits of the ſpirit in that ſpirituall marriage betwixt Chriſt and her, 
ſhe hath cauſe ro be ſo thankefull for this fruirfulneſle, as cafily to 
brooke the trouble of the other unfauitfulnefſe, And thoſe whom 
God doth not affli& with this afflition, muſt learne to praiſe him for 
their fertile wombe. Ir is a finne not to prize even theſe temporall 
benefirs, bur to grumble at abundance of fruit ofthe body, is ſo foule 
a faule of ingratitude and unbelcefe, thar a man or woeman ſhould 
greatly blame themſelves for turning athing beneficial! inir ſelfe into 
a diſtrefle and miſery unto themſelves. 

Another croſſe was, that ſhe was fleighted by her maide, yea that 
ſhe bare the croſſe ſomewhat impatiemly, muſt be reckoned in the 
number of her finnes. Doubtlefle iris a trying afflition to be aſſaul- 
ted with rude ſaucy and contemptuous words and geſtures of a difo- 
bedient and undutifull ſervant. Hardly ſhall the ſpirit of a gover- 
nour be able to hold ir ſelfe in patience, when it ſhall ſee a ſervant or 
inferiour to looke too diſdainefully or arrogantly, or heare them utrer 
ſutly and ſcoffing words. Pridein an inferiour ſhewes it ſelfe by un- 
dutifulneſſe, and it will prove an hard thing to the ſuperiour not to 
thinke it equall that pride ſhould encounter pride againe with paſ- 
fionate reſiſtance of it. You muſt learne that have ſervants moſt times 
\( as moſt times Hagar was) durifull, to be thankefull forit, and muſt 
take heede of doing any thing, by which you may give your ſervants 
occaſion to ſleight and comtemne you, for their corruption will 
quickly lay hold upon any occaſion of ſuch miſdemeanour.. # 
| A third crofle was this, to be taken from her husband into the houſe 
of Pharaoh, andafter of Abimelech. *Tistrue ſhe could blame none bur 
her ſelfe and her. husband for that croſſe, but that did not make it lefle 
a Croſſe, as hee is no lefle wounded thar woundes himſelfe by miſ- 


crofſe was made alittle the more bitter by this, that ſhe was though 
gently and with milde wordes, yet duely chidden for it by Abimelech 
too, who tels her plaincly of it ſaying, Gen. 20.16. 1 bave given 
thy brother, (this name hee gives Abraham ironically, with ſome- 
what atart rebuke, as much as if he had ſaid, whom thou wouldeſt 
have hadus thinke to be onely thy brother ) 4 100. fhekels, that is, 


of our money, ſome 72.1b. od money, neerc upon a 100. markes, 
and addes, behold hee is to thee a covering of thine eyes, and'to all that are 


147 
Sarabs cro fles. 
I. She yas bar- 


ren a long 
time, 


2. Shee was 
deighted by 
her malde, 


with thee, and with all other : thus ſhe was reprovved, She was ſen- 


3. She was ta= 
ken from her 

husband into 
the houſe of 

Pharaoh and 
Abimelech, 
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|fible of the rebuke, this was ſomewhar bitter, that a ſtranger ſhoulq 
chide her for nor ſufficiently covering hereyes. Sure it was a griefe 

to herto come under juſt reproofe, we muſt take heed thar oureyi1] 

carriage make us not {ubje&ro juſt re rehenfion. We ſhall beaſhy. | 
med to heare of what we were not carefullto ſhunne.” And ſo much of 
| Sarahs life. . | | 
Herdezthn, | Ofher death we reade, Gew.23. She lived a 127.ycares, and died 
23t Hebrox, and was buried in the cave of cMakphela, which Abrahan 
bought for money of Zphronrhe Hire, for that uſcuponthat occaſion. 

Sheis the onely woeman, ( ſo farre as my memorylſerves me, whoſe 

Her age onely'tjme of living is regiſtred in Scripture, whither it have any miſtery 

of at wome4/inic 1 cannot tell, no wocmans age isrecorded but Sarabs alone, the 

in Scripture, |morher of ſac, doubtleſſe God intended tograce her in itabove other 
woemen. And ſo we have done with Sarahtoo. = 
It will not be amiſſe to add Hazar to her, of whoſe birth we haye 
in dcrprure ®, nothing recorded in Scripture, and as licle ofher death, bur by thar 
len.” | which the- Scripture ſpeaketh of her, there is ſome good probability 

Ic is probable 'that ſhe was a woeman fearing God. Firſt becauſe of all woemen in 

— Sr houſe ( who baving above 300. men-ſervants, muſt needes 

7 [have many maide-ſervants alſo) ſhe made choice of herto give unto 
her husband Abraham, to the end that ſome ſecde, yeathe promiſed 
ſeede might be taken from her. Sure Abraham 2nd Sarah would not 
have preferred her above all the maidens in the houfe, if they had 
not thought heralſo a good and godly maiden. I ſuppoſe therefore 
thar ſecing her maſter and miſtreſle rhought her good, we ſhouldgoe 
againſt the rules of charity, though we reade of ſome faults ſhe had if 
we thinke not ſo too. Let us confider of her life and ſee her yertues and 
| Her Vertues | faults, benefits and crofles. 

L | Firſt, it was agreat vertue 1n her, that all the time of her dwelling 

Fr += ws ©! with Abrahams before, ſhee carried her ſclfe very durifully and re- 

' goyernours. | ſpeQively to Sarah, elſe ſhe would never haye given her into Abrahams 

boſeme. Let all ſervants learne of her to ſhew all reverenceand du. | 

| tifull Behaviour ro their governours, and not onely to the richand 
| wealthy, but to the poore alſo, nay as S. Peter {aith, not onely tothc| 
good and curteous, but alſo ro the froward, for ſo is Gods comman- 
dement to them expreſlely, Zpheſ.6. Col.4. 1 Pet.2. and if any ſer-} 
| vant doe otherwiſe, they do not garniſh and adorne. bur diſgraceand} 
diſcredit true religion. The ſervant is no further godly then hee or 
the ſhewes reverence and honour rothe maſter and governeſſe. Looke 
therefore that you ſer your ſelyesto pleaſe and content your gover- 
nours with all obedience and duty, if you will have God and your 
| owne conlciencesto approve of you, _ 

2. Shee rold ; Secondly,whenthe Angell merher and asked her whence ſhe came; | 

thecruth. | and whitherſhe went, ſhe anſwered plainely,and ſaid, 1 fliefroms the fact 

Gen.16.8, | of my Miſtreſſe Sarahyſheroldtruth-withoutlying, and thatisagood thing 

and commendableroſpeake:truth rhongh ir be to onesowne ſhame, but 


to haveroldalie ro2m Angel! might have procured her great reproote, 


Hagar,nothing 


Her life. 


al 
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| and herein you may ſee that Hagar exceeded her Miſtreſle,for when the 
Angell charged Sarah with laughing, ſheedenicd it, but Hager being 
-xamined confeſſeth the truth without lying. We ſhall doe better in 
this caſeto followthe maide then the Miſtreſſe. | 


Another good thing in her was that when ſhee was commanded Loren ſubmit 
the Angell of Godto goe andhumble her ſelfe to her Miſtreſſe, / {Mit} 


by the Fe nat Qt 
(eedid fo. Hereall you inferiours muſt learne of her, nay rather of | the Angels 
che Angell which taught her what you ſhould doe, if you have by communls 


frowardneſle or ill carriage provoked your Governours,ſo that they 
doc uſe perhaps alittle roo much rigour towards you, yet you muſt 
ſubmit and humble your ſelves, acknowledge your owne faultineſle, 
jour patiently ſtoope to their words of reproofe, yea.or blowes of | 
correction. This ſubmiſſion is the beit way to pacifie wrath, and 
to ſettle peace. Afterwards, we reade of no talling out betwixt Hagar 
and Sarsh, Learne therefore all yee ſervants to ſtoope and bee | 
ſubmiſſive, that will ſhew humility and winne favour with God and 


man. 


Further, it was wcll done of Hagar and is {ome good proofe of her 4. Shee yras 
CRAanKIuILtO 


\picty, that ſhee conſidered of this viſion, Gen.16.13. and called the God for bi 
name of God, thou God ſeeſt mee, confeiling that now ſhee took no-! oct | 
pro of Gods ſecing and obſerving her waies, and that ſhee ſaid | bringing her 
moreover, have I alſo here looked after him that ſeeth mee ? as if ſhee I 
| ſhould ſay, DoeT live after the Lord hath come thus to takenotice of F 
mee, and to reproove mee and ſend mee home againe, and fo the 
name was called it may be by £Abraham, to whom when ſheeretur- 
ned ſhe related this viſion, the well of bim that lived, and him that ſaw, 
becauſe the Angell looked upon her and ſhee lived, or becauſe the | 
| living God pleaſed to ſee her and looke upon her. Shee was thank. 
fall ro God for his goodneſſe in looking mercifully upon her and brin. 
(ging herhome againeto Abrahams family. We muſt be thankfull if 
the Lord daigae us that favour to meete us in our wandrings, and turne 
; us backe againefrom them. 

| Further, itwas agood thing in Hazer that ſhee yeelded her ſelfe to| 5.Sheewas pa 
' Abraham, to goe away without murmuring and diſtemper, when hee | **2:- 

{cnt heraway and her ſonne in ſuch poore faſhion, patient bearing of 
ſuch hard and ſevere uſage was no little proofe of goodneſſe. And 
| when her ſonne was like to die forthirſt, ſhe ſhewed her ſelfe patient, 
for ſhee went agood way off, becauſe ſhe would not ſee him die, and 
there ſheeſate and wept, ſhee might have done better to have prayed 
| with her weeping, bur to fit and mourne, not to hang her noſe over 
him weeping and roaring was ſome figne of patient diſcretion,ſhewing 
| her loveto him. 

And laſtly, ſhee tooke care of him afterwards, to provide him a | 5. Shee was 
convenient wite,for ſo it is ſaid,Gen.21.21.this is a dury of Parents to var A 
make fir proviſion forthe timely beſtowing of their children in mar- LE 
rlage, whereof to be negligent is apart of one that regardeth not | venientwite, 
to keepe his childe in good order, and to make too much haſte is | 
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Sarabs faults. 
1 ,Shee grew 
proud. 


PEERS * 


| 


Oz Ne 

| to make them haſtento miſery,, So Hxger was a good ſervant and 
2 good wiſc _ and agood woman, her Carriagecxcept in a fey 
tivngs Was good, | | 
"Mn heres now. Firſt, ſhee grew proud, becauſe ſhee was with | 
childe by .Ataham and deſpiſed her Miſtreſſe. The Maidens of 
L2ah and Rachel may ſhame Hager in this, for neither of them js 
accuſed for any ſuch miſdemeanour. Take heede yee ſervants, | 
that you grow not inſolent and contempruous againſt your gover-} 
Dowrs, you ſec how much it diſtempered Sarah, and it is a grievous 
fine to put your rulers into paſon by your 1] carriage. When the 
Angell met Hagar he commands hertogoc and humble her ſelferg 
her Miſtrefle. It is apparant therefore her carriage to her was amiſſe. 


There be ſome ſervants that having beene over-familiar with the 
Maſter, take occaſion ſoone to fleight rheir Miſtreſle. So they add 
finne to finne and are found double offenders; If any of you have 
offended in contempt,much more info ill grounded a contempt,dothat: 


| 


a Shee ranne* 


1 away from her 


] Miſtrefſe. 


Her benefits. 
1, She was one 
of .abrahams 
leryants, 


| 


SE JI cm 


| 


\your Miſtreſſes. Follow what was good in Hagar not what was bad, 


| backe againe. Let not the Divell make.any of you play the fugj. 


| 


| / hen mocking of 1ſaac, for Iſhmael was then upon the poine of 
1x 
| borne, and 109 when 1/aac was borne, and 7ſaac ſucked ſome while, 


| dy ofagodly man, they be under the cuſtody of God himſelfe, and 


which the Angell bad Hazar, humble your {clves before God,ifnor to 


Another faultof hers was, that ſhe ran away from her Miſtreſſe, 
which the Angell alſo ſhewes to have beene finfull by ſending her 


tive by cunning away from your governours if they be ſomewhat 
ſharpe to you, rather flrive to pacific them by ſubmiſſion, then to 
caſt off the yoke by betaking your ſelves to your heeles. Theſe be 
her onely fauſts, for Iam loathto charge her with having an hand in 


xteene yeares old, for Abraham was cighty fixe when 1/hmael was 
like enough above a yeare, and ſo 7ſhmar! muſt be neere about fix- 
reene, that ſhee may thinke he was ſo ſenſible of being Abrahams 
heire as to laugh art the ſtirre made about the young childe, as if by 
his comming intothe world he ſhould be diſ-inherited. 

Now ſecher croſſes and comforts; Firſt, ſhee was ſo happy as to 
be a ſervant in Abrahams houſe and ſoa member of thertrue Church 
within the Covenant of grace, by vertue of her being a member of 
that domeſticall Church. Ir js a very good benefit, when the Lord 
vouchſafeth to place a ſervant in agood family under good and Chri- 
ſtian Governours, which will affoord them all good uſage for thcir 
badies, and all needfull helpes alſo for the ſalvation of their ſouls. 
They may enjoy asmuch comfort in this as in any. one thing that can 
befall them inreſpect of their habiration and dwelling, to have good 
Governours in agood houſe, For in being under the roofe and cuſto- 


guard of holy Angels. 


Wherefore, {et all thoſe that have children ind muſt diſpoſe of | 
them tobe ſeryants, be principally carctull of this matter. Let your | 
care be to provide for yours Maſters, notalone of good eſtate with! 
whom 


| [for it, and take heede that you grow not weary of thoſe holy duties, 


| make amends forthe evills which the body ſuffered, but if ir be in 


|cherefore I require you in the firſt place to reſpet this moſt neceſſary 
thing in placing out yourchildren. 


| them and of their ſervices, for by that meanes they be made capable 


Gu. _- Sarah, Hagar. Cua P.11,&C. 


whomthey may live comfonably for their bodies, having good at- 
tire, good fare, good diet and the hike, bur by whoſe meancs they 
may be helped ro knowledge, faith, obedience, | cy of all ſorts, 
and to life erernall hereafter. Seeing :your children be made after 
Gods image, have a ſoule as well as a body, and have neede as much | 
of things profitable for the ſoule, fincethar is the farre better part,and 
if thatbe well, the good eſtate thereof will cafily couritervaile and 


bad eſtate,all the bodily benefits will nothing at all advantage it : 


And all you ſervants that have bcene direted either by Gods pro- 
vidence, orby the carefull indeavours of your good friends unto ſuch 
houſeholds wherein you have all good uſage for your outward man, 
and over and above the comfortable helpes of domeſticall duties to 
bring you unto goodneſle, take notice of this mercy and thanke God 


and ſhew not your ſclyes ſo prophane, as to be troubled ar that 
which ſhould be your greateſt content, Yea I pray you ſo many as 
live ingood families, ſtrive ſo to conforme your ſelves to the good- 
nefle of the houſchold,as that you may have goodneſle by the meancs 
of goodneſle there uſed, for otherwiſe thar which ſhould have pro- 
cured life to you ſhall ſerve to make your deſtruction more terrible. 
Learneto pray, learne to heare Gods Word, learne to be good by the 
recepts and examples of your Governours, elſe as our Saviour tel- 
ſeth, that if ſhall be eaſier with the Sodomites, then the Capernaites at 
the day of judgement, ſo ſhall it be for the ſervants of profaneſt 
_— then for you thar ſerve good and holy Maſters and Mi- 
treſles. | 
Secondly, Hagar had the favour of her Miſtreſſe very much,elſe you 
may aſſure your ſelves that ſhee would never have made her a Concu- 
bine to her husband,neither would _Abraham have taken her to be 
Concubine wife if hee had nor thought ſome good of her. This 
therefore was a benefitto her, that ſhe was well reputed of both by 


Abraham and Sarah, both the Governours of the family were well 
aficfted unto Hagar, and this is agreat comfort unto a ſervant, that 
their Rulers entertaine them with good liking, approoving well of 


of enjoying much comfort intheir lives, and of receiving {uch Curt»! 
fies and rewards from their Governours as they be capable of, 
- of eſcaping much hard uſage which elſe they ſhould likely 
cele. 

This ſhould teach all ſervants to doe their uttermoſt indeavour 
that they my to winnethe love of their Governours by ſubmiſſive- 
neſſe and obedience, performing the commandement of the Apo. 
ſtle who commandeth to doe ſervice with good will, and to pleaſe 


them well in all things and to ſerve with feare, and rodoe the willof 
72 Oa4 | God 


2, Shee had the 
favour of h:r 
Maſter and 
Miſtrefle, 
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3.5he received 
rear mercies 
rom God. 


| 4.Shee had | 
1tſhmael and a 
promiſe cone 
cerning him, 


Her croſlcs. 


1: Sarab uſed 
her hardly, 


The Example of Crna PAI,GC, 


| God from the hearr, remembring that they ſerve the Lord Chriſt, 
and if God will as he hath promited givethem reward of inheritance, 


| \thar hath kept them from ſtubborne and undurifull courſes, and given 


he will much more cauſe the hearts of their Governours to fayour and 
| accept them. Thus 7oſeph gat his Maſters good will and was great 
in his houſe, this is the right way to procure favour, take this courſe 
and God ſhall be with you, but put away farre from you all croſling 
and thwarting, and idleneſſe, and eye-ſcrvice, and anſwering againe, | 
and the like: evill carriages, which will alienate your Rulers hearts 
from you and make you ſeeme hatefull tothem, and if any of you 
doe not finde your Governours good liking, take heed that your own 
naughty behaviour have not beene the cauſe of tt. And if you have it, 
take heedof abuſing itto wrong both them and your ſelves ; and all 
you Governours, learncto ſhew tavour to yourſervants,unlefletheir fin- 
fullneſſe hinder it. For the favonr of a King ſhall be to agoid ſervant, : 
ſaich Salomon, and hee that waiteth on his Alaſter ſhall be promoted w' 
honowr, as he that tendith afiztree ſhall eate of the fruit of it. 
Furthermore, Hagar received great mercies from God, for he gave 
her ro conceive by CAbrahar, and when ſhe ranaway, metwithher 
| and: diredted her ro goe backe againe, which ſhee acknowledged with 
reat thankes, for he gaveher alſo a heart to goe backe and ſubmit} | 
'to her Miſtreſſe. This isa great favour of God, if he finde us in our 
 out-ſtrayings,and give us beth direion and willto come into theright 
' way againe. Pray to God, that he would thus guide you and not ſuffer 
{ youto continue and periſh in your out-ſtrayings. 
Another mercy of God to Hagar was, that ſhee had Iſhmael, and a 
| promiſe, that God would be with himand blefſe him, and makehim 
| a great man, and that he made 7/hzael after dutifull to her, for he was| 
guided by her in taking a wife which ſhe had choſen for him. If children 
' havenot grace, yet ifthey proſper inthe world and yeeldthemſfclves 
' dutifullyro their Parentsto beguided by them,they muſtacknowledge 
.Itasagreat favour from Heaven. 
' Againe;, it was a ſpecial] goodneſſe of God to her, that when ſhee 
 wandred inthe wilderneſſe, and the water was ſpent,and her ſonne was 
' ready to die for thirft, God pitied both him and her, and fhewed her a 
| Well whereby ſhee gat water to give him,and promiſed to bleſſe him, 
and ſo he revived,and lived,and proſpered. All theſe favours Hagar had. 
| Confider whar crofles ſhe felt, for ſome bitter things the mer withall 
as well as theſe comfortable and pleafing things. Firſt, the hard uſage 
'of Sarah was tedious te her, and ſo much the more tedious by how 
' much ſhe was more guilty of pulling it on her ſelfe by her diſobedi- 
' ence,ſtubborneneſſe, rude and contemptuous carriage. All you thatbe 
ſervants, if you finde your Governours ſharp and rigorous,confider with 
yourſelves, whether your irreverent and diſobedient behaviour have | 
hot provoked them againſt you, and expoſed you to this affliction, | 
and it ſo, humble your ſelves before God firſt, and after to them- 
| But if any have eſcaped this crofle, let them bleſſe the name of God | 
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their governours wiſedome and meckeneſſe not to be ſharpe as ſotne| 
overnours be withour juſt cauſe. —E | 
. |” Now another crofle to Hagar was this, that ſhe and her ſonne were | z-Shee and her 
both ſent out of 1brahams family, in ſuch a poore andill provided j27 prin eh 
matiner as the ſtory telleth ns. This is a miſery very heavy tobeare,to | hems fanuly, 
be caft out of ones countrey and place of habitation,where they lived 
comfortably, and forcedto want all thoſe benefits being deprived of 
them all at once. Wherefore take heed leaſt by abufing theſe kinde of | 
benefits, you provoke not the Lord to caſt you out of the Church, or 
| out of your houſes and dwellings, but make you agood uſe of ſuch 
mercies that they may be continued to you, and learne, ifſuch a crofſe 
ſhould befall you, yer not to be diſheartned and diſcouraged, butts 
humble your ſelves before God knowibg that in ſuch extremity the 
Lord is ready to helpe and ſuccour you. 

The laſt crofſeof Hagars was, that ſheſaw her ſonne 1/ſhmael ſpent | 3-Shee faw her 
with thirſt and ready ro die, and ſhe was utterly deſtitute of all meanes _—  — 
ro helpe him,nor being able farther ro eaſe him or her ſelfe bit by get- | 
ting out of fight and hearing, and fitting downe to weepe and moutne. | 
This isa lamentable heart-breaking to a Parent, if they be deſtiture of | 
things needfull forthis life, whether by occafionof rtavell & wandring 
out of theway, or of penury and necefſity at home. How moſt heavie a | 
hearthath a Father or Mother,if they ſee their children ready to be fa- 
miſhed throvgh hunger, and have no bread to breake unto them, or are | 
almoſt choaked through thirſt,and have no drink to beſtow uponithemm, eo of 
neither know what to doe for them, bur to conveigh themſelves out of | 
fight,and fitting downe tocmpry their griefes inteares. This is a miſe- 
ry that God ſent upon the Parents of /er#ſalem, by reaſon of famine and | 

ſcarcity their children ſowned inthe ſtreeres, and no niancould ſupply ! 
themwith bread, Lament. 4.4. 
Wee muſt learne to blefſe thename of God moſt heartily, that hath 
freed us from this miſery, and hath not cauſed us to behold ſuch ala- 
mentable fight by one occafionor othcr,bur hath givenus abundance of 
things neceſſary, yea if he have not furniſhed us with great ſtore, yetwe 
| have ſufficient ro keepour ſelves and ours from pining away with want, 
 O that we could be as full ofthanks, when we are freed from wams, as 
wehave beene of complaints cven for ſmall croffſes. And now uſe 
moderately your abundance, that God may not fttip you of all 
and bring youto ſuch extremiry, and why ſhould we forfeit our ſelves 
and ours to famiſhing? when wee ſee that God is tender to us,and wil- 
ling to fatisfie us with good things. 

And laſtly,ler every man prepare for this croſle, think ofit,tell him- 
ſelfe, it may befall him,and reſolve ifthe wiſedome of God ſhall bring 
it upon him, that he will labour patiently to undergoe it,not ſo as to be 
| forrowlefle,that were no way commendable, bur fo as to be moderate 

in grieving, and to turne his griefe into ſpirituall griefe, and powre it | 

forth beforcthe Lord jn humble and penitent confeifionsand lamenta- | 
tions for finne., | 
Before | 
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Spirit, twokindes of children, bond-men and free-men, and the bond 
ill perſecuting the free. The Mothers are the two Covenants, that of 
|the Law andthatof Grace. The two manners of begetting one of| 
the promiſe, the other byrhe fleſh, two kindes of children, bond-men 


bur their owne naturall powertothe Law and fo ſeeke by itto be juſti- 
fied, they are but of a ſlaviſh diſpoſition, and have nothing but the re. 
ward of ſlaves, but thoſe that looke to the goodnefle of God inthe | 
Covenant of Grace, having the power of Gods Spirit, are made to 
love God as children, and admitted to the inheritance of ſonnes. 

Letustake heed of being ſonnes of the bond-woman, for many be! 
ſuch ſtill. The Papiſts will needs challengeſalvation as due by the me- 
rits of their owne workes, and ſo in very deed doe exclude themſelves 
from it by challenging it ona wrong ground, And the multitude are in 
this reſpet no whit betrerthenthe Papiſts ; for their owne good deeds 
are ſtill in their mouthes,as ifthey would be ſaved by workes, which yet 
cannot ſave them, yea ſome reliquesof this ignorant and fooliſh pride 
was found in the Sainrs, who if they finde not (which they will never 
finde) perfeRion in themſelves,are ſtill aptto queſtion their eſtate,as if 
it were their owne goodnefle that ſhould bring them to Heaven, not 
the goodnefle of God in Chriſt, rewarding them freely with that unde- 
| {ſerved crowne, becauſethey are become the children of God by faith 
in Chriſt. Now let us take heed of being the ſonnes of Hagar, but let 

us acknowledge ſtill our owne finfullnefſe and unworthineſle, 

yet ſtill reſt on his mercy in Chriſt,and ſtriveto obey 
himin love, as children doe their Father, 
and ſo much for Hazar. 


(*z*) 
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to good and free-men. The matter is this, Thoſe thar bring nothing | 
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=8g Ow Abrahams had athird wife, her name | | 
& was Ketwrah, The Scripture bringeth herin | xerwal. | 
FI, as it were a dumbe perſon, tells nothing of | | 
her parents, life, nor death, but mentioning 
CU CNQ-PIHNS her bare name alone, ſhewes that ſhee was 
(ABU A STE. Abrahams wife as Iconceive, and what chil- 
- Q dren ſhee had by Abraham we aretold, Gen, 
{> 25.1. her ſonnes were fixe, as you may reade 
in that place. Now the Lord ſeemeth to tell | 
| usthis little of this woman and her ſonnes, becauſe we ſhould the more | 
acknowledgerhe blefling of Godupon Abraham in reſtoring him to 
(a ſecond youth as. it were, and making him ſo fruitfull as to beger fix 
| {onnes in his old-age after Sarahs dearth, whereas befofc atan 100 he 
was as good as dead,according to. S. Pauls phraſe, Rom.4. So Gods 
| bleſſing is ableto make our ſoules fruitfull in all good workes, though 
{ of our ſelves wee be utterly barren and unfruitfull. And thus we have 
done with Abrahams wives. 
Now ler us ſpeake ſomething of his contemporaries, bogey 
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with his ſonne 1ſhmacl. Iſhmael was ſonne of A bravanm and Hagar 
his maide ſervant, borneunto him at his 86. yeeres, as ſaith the Hy 
Ghoſt, Gen.16.u1t, He was the fonne of a godly Father, but whether 
himſelfe were godly or not it is uncertaine. Burin his life we my 
note, Firſt, his Vertues. Secondly, hisFaults. Thirdly,bis Benefirg, 
Fourthly, his Croſſes, andthen ſhall we come to h's death. 

' His Vermes, | His vertues. Firſt he lived in his fathers houſe in outward confor. 
| 1. He wasout-| ity and obedience, for he ſubmitted to his father ar 7 3.yeares to 
Batert £092) be circumciſed, Ger.17.25. and fo had the outward ſeale of the ce. 
| bedienc ro kid venant, bur yet he was not the promiſed ſcede, nor had the covenanc 
 f:rher, made with him, nor had the Church and true religion continuing in 
his family. So we muſt learne nor to ſatisfie our ſelves with being in 
the Church outwardly, but muſt labour to become true member 
of it, and to enter into the covenant indeed. Ir will not profit us to 
have the Sacraments outwardly adminiſtered to vs, ( for he is nota} | 
| Jew which is one without, neither is that circuincifion which ts oye. 
| | ward inthe fleſh) but wee muſt indeavour after rhe inward circum- 
| cifion, even to get the rightcouſneſſe which is by fairh, thar thar 
faith may purific our hearts, and purge away from us all filrhincſle of 
ficſh and ſpirit. And if we make uſe of the outward ſeale, thereby to 


; 'h mael, 


— 
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be made to ſecand feele our uncircumciſednefle of heart, and heanily| | 
acknowledge Gods will and power to make us partakers of thein. | 
ward circumciſion, ſo putting forth our ſelves to beg for, and labour 
after that inward circumciſion, rhe Lord will ſurely beſtow it up-| | 
ON Us. 
Againe, all children muſt learne to ſubmir themſelves to their pa- 
rents, at leaſt to an outward performance of ſuch holy duries, as by 
their parents they ſhall be inſtructed in, elſe they are worſe then 1ſh- 
mal, and will become matter of anguiſh and vexartion to their godly 
| Parents. Would Tſhmael accept circumciſon, and wile not thouac- 
cept inſtruction, learne the principles of Chriſtian religion, and ſettle 
thy ſelfe ro ſome ſh:w of goodneſſe, then ſhall 7/hmaels exampletiſc 
up in judgement againſt thee and condemne thee. And parents muſt 
obſerve Gods goodnefle in their childeren, if they find them even 
in ſuch a degree traftable and ruly, for this is farre better then tobe 
wildce and furious, and to caſt of all ſemblance of goodneſſe, and yet 
ſuch would the beſt mans childeren prove, if the hand of God did 
not reſtraine them, 
2. He ſubmir-\ But another good thing in 1/h--ael was, that he ſubmitted himſelf 
co ratelieto to his Father to be baniſh2d out of his houſe, no queſtion but Abre- 
baniſhed ou: 4m that loved him, would informe him of the neceſſity which lay 
| <t zishouſe. | upon himſelfe Toro expell his ſonne, and would furniſh him withall 
| ' good counſel], who then being ſome 16. yeares old was capable of 
| good advice, and ſo did he without murmuring or v-ilfull refuſing to 
80 yceld himſelfe to that puniſhment. It is agood thing in childeren 
ro take quietly their parents chaſtiſement, eyen though they ſhould 


be ſomewhat ſcyere. Bur to oppoſe them, orto rebell againſt them, 
| or 
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© [orfallto clamorouſneſle and impaticncy is agreat finne, even though 
the correRion ſhould be cauſcleſle and unjuſt, how much more if they | 
be righteous and deſerved. Learne of 1ſhmaet this ſubmiſſion, how 
will you hope that you be Gads childeren , if you do not equall ſuch 


2 oneas 7/hmaelingoodneſſer | | 

Apaine, Iſhmael did another good office in the concluſion of his 3. Ha: Gm 
Fathers life, for it is noted of him, that he came to 7/aac avd joyned | 94.9225 in 
with him in his Fathers funerall, Ger. 25. 9. by whichir 1s manifeſt, nerall, | 
chat he bare no grudge againſt his Father for caſting him our of his 
houſe, bur bore that reſpe& towards him which was due to a Father, 
and thercfore did him the beſt hononr he could at his latter end, yea 
that hee did not harbour in his minde any envious and malicious 
chought againſt Iſaac, arid therefore would comeunto him and unite 
his paines to burie his Father. Learne ſo much good of him I pray 
you, as to forget that ſeverity which perhaps Parents may have 
ſhewcd to any of you, and not put off the dutifulneſle of childeren, 
becauſe you have met with ſomething thar fl:ſh and bloud would call 
hard meaſure. The lefſe inducement any man hath from a parents 
kindneſſe to love and honour him, rhe more commendable itis if hee 
performe all honourto him : bur he that will be fo tranſportedwith 
diſcontcatmenr againſt a parent for ſome ſhirpeneſſe, as evento hace| 
and contemne him, moſt of all if his owne folly have inforced his 
parent to ſuc proce=dings, is without all doubta graceleſſeand a wret- 
ched childe. | 

I pray you learne alſo by 1ſhmacl, not to ſuffer envy to riſe againſt 
your Bretheren ifin any thing they be preferred before you to your 
detriment. Loye not them lefle then the name of a Brother or Siſter 
doth require, bccauſe you may thinke that they have ſtood betwixr 
'your parents love and bounty and your ſelves, and ſo as it were 
overſhadowed you, and kepr rhz ſan-ſhine from you, but behold 
the hand of God in fo diſpoſing of things and reſolve to love ſtill as 


Bretheren. 
Further 1/h»2ael did one good a@ of honour and duty toward his | 4. He wasru. 


mother agar. For it is ſaid, Ger.2 1.21. that his mother tooke him ads. _— —_ 
a wite out of the land of Zgypr, ſo he wasruled by his mother in mar- | age. . 
rage, having her liking and conſent, yea giving himſclfe ro begui- 
ded by her, as did alſo 1ſaac to Abraham, and 7acob to Iſaac. It is 
a needefull thing for childeren to take the conſent and aſſcnt of their 
parents, ( yea if it be but of the mother, ſuppoſing rhe father to be 
dead or abſent, ) and not to ruſh into this cſtare againſt their willes 
and privity. No comfort -can cometo the conſcience in ſuch a match, 
for whoſoever is joyned together otherwiſe then Gods Word 
alloweth, can have no ground of comfort, as thoſe are that are joy- 
ned without the good will of thoſe whom God hoth madc his depu- 
ties 1n this bulineſle. The Lord faith to Parents, take wives for your 
ſoxnes, and give your danzhters, plainely putting them into his roome | | 
in that behalfe, wherefore having not conſent from them, they _ 
| P 2 in 
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| in an unlawfull matrimony, untill ſuch time as by humble repentance | 
before God and ſubmiſſive intreatics to their parents, they have at- 
tained that good leave of their parents, which they ought to have 
| gotten before. Tftherefore any amongſt you have ſo offended, they 
| muſt ſee the fault, and be humbled and ſecke pardon. Moſt times 
=. the Lord doth ſenſibly crofle ſuch matches, make uſe of thole croſles 
| | to increaſe your godly ſorrow forſfinne. And ler thoſe children thar 
are yet unmarried, take heed of intangling their aftections without 
| the privity of Parents, or of ſeeking to draw the affeQions of onea- 
nother, untill ſuch conſent have gone before, for feare they makethis 
| duty very difficult unto them, or thraſt themſelves out of the way of 
duty and obedience, by their headfirong paſſions. So much of 7ſhmaels 
good deeds, now of his bad. | 
His faults. Firſt, at ſome 15. or 16. yeares he mocked Tſaac, this mocking 
s, He mocked! was a degree of perſecution and a fault in him. I cannor conceive 
rhat he did it out of any diſlike of 7ſaacs piety, who being but any , 
weaned childe could not diſcover any picty unto him, art leaſt any 
ſuch a of piety as ſhould ſtirre up diſdaine and derifion, but ſeeing. 
ſucha greargladneſſe and a merry feaſt at the weaning of 7/aac,hemade | 
a ſport of him, as it were diſdaining that 1/aac ſhould ſcemetothruft ' 
| him our of the inheritance. Now it is agreat finne io mocke any.one | 
[out of enyy and ſcorne that they ſhould be preferred before them. | 
| Mocking ſhewes a great deale of pride in him that ufeth ir, nothing 
| but overvaluing of our {elves makes us undervalew others. Mocking 
1s atedious thing to ſuffer, the good eſteeme wee have of our ſelves 
-and thoſe that are neere unto us, makes the contrary carriage of others 
|unſufferable, therefore is mocking a grear offence. Take heed 1 
pray you of ufing it toward your bretheren or neighbours; It is an at 
that tendeth ſtrongly to provoke, and we muſt nor provoke one ano- 
ther : Itis then moſt loathſome when it comes from envy and malice, 
| make not a maygame at your bretheren, floute them nor, breake not 
Ephcſ.5.4. \jeſts upon them 3; this jeſting is that which S.Pa#l forbids, eſpecially 
laugh not attheir miſeries and ar their finnes, but moſt of all mocke 
;not atthem for well doing. Mocking is any carriage by whicha man 
|  expreſſeth his conrempr of another, and ſeekesto make himalſo con- 
| temptible and deſpicable unto others. Hethat can ſctlight by aman 
| | for goodneſle ſake which ſhould procure honour, how blind a minde, 
| how perverſe a judgement hath he. Be penitent if your folly have 
| Carried you to ſuch afinne, and now bridle: your ſelves from ſuchill 
; Carriage, hath nor God ſhewed his diſlike of it ſufficiently, by puni- 
thing 1t in 7ſhmael with baniſhment out of Abrahams houſe ? 
|. Was a wild: Another faulr of Iſhmael, is that which was foretold ofhim, that 
man, , he was a wilde man, a kind of Aſſe-colt, thar would not be ſubjeRt 
to any almoſt, nor ruled by any. This is a grievous fault indeed, 
| when he that hath the face, ſhape and faculties of a man, and ſhould 
have wiſedometo ſubmir himſelfe to ſuchas have authority over him, 
= , will yet know no governour, ſubmit to no authority, be kept within 
# NO ! 
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20 boundes, but leape over hedge and ditch as it were, and runne 
about after his owne fancy, and live as he lifts himſclfe, that is to ſay, 
will evertake upon him the qualities of a wild Aﬀe-cott to man-ward, 
will never carry himſclfe as a ſheepe dutifully to God-ward, Bec- 
ware of being ſuch wild fellowes that now follow their owne hu- 
| mours, and care not what trickes they play, not heeding any admo- 
' nition or any reaſon. If any of you have ſhewed your ſclyes ſuch 
formerly, bewaile it before God, pray him to pardon you, pray him 
'toturne you by ſhewing you your ſinnes, and miſerable eſtate by na- 
LUC, and pray him to make you at lengrh to learneto take the yoake 
' of obedience, and caſt of all wilde courſes, live like men nor like 
| wilde Aſſes. The wilde Afe runnes up and downe inthe wilderneſle, 
and will not be led hor driven, but will be where her fancy carryes 
her. Benotyou ſuch, bur ler the direfions and admonitions of your 
parents and governours, like bounds keepe you within compaſle. 
He that will live wildly ſhall ſurely procure a world of miſeries to 
himſelfe at laſt : hardſhip ſhall tame him whom nothing elſe will 
tame, or elſe at the end of his wilde race, he ſhall ſtake himſelfe as ir 
were, upon the vengeance of Godand eternall death. 

Yet another fault, Every mans hand was againſt him, and his againſt | p 
every man. The meaning is, he was a quarrelſome tellow, ſtill braw- | x7 wg __ 
ling and falling our, one that would caſfily take and give matter of | Gca«16-12. 
ſtrife and debate ; apt to ſpeake and doe that which would givedi- 
ſtaſte to others, and apr to diſtaſte rhe things that others ſaid and did | 
to him, ſoas to make it the matter ofa fray orgrudge, or both. This 
is the fault thatis deſcribed in theſe words; Now a ſore finne it is that 
makes a man troubleſome to himſclfe and all his neighbours, and 
cauſcth his life to be like the life of a Cocke of the game, thar is ſtill | 
bloudy with the bloud of others and himſelte. I pray you examine 
your ſelves whether you be not ſuch froward contentious men, til] | 
In ſuite, in conteſtation, in oppoſition with ſome orother, that will 
take no ſhew of wrong, but will doe enough, that cannot long keepe 
\outof ſome brabling matter. If it be a legall kind of quarrelling, it is 
a ſhgne of much folly, much pride, or both, much more if it be a 
kind of marriall quarrelling that tends to ſtroakes and bloudſhed, Re- 
pent, repent of this evill humour, and ſeeke to God to give you 
mecke and quiet ſpirit, able robeare and forbeare, able to ſhew kind- 
nefle and to paſſe by unkindneſſe, for ſurely it is a kind of diabolicall 
lite to live ſo unquictly, and ir will cauſe Gods hand to be ſtretched 
out againſt him, whoſe hand is againſtevery body. And theſe are 1/h- 
maels faults. 

Now his benefits are, Firſt, deliverance from two great dangers, | yi; renegrs. 
one before hee was borne, when his mother was taking a courſe to-| 1- Deliverance 
undoe both her ſclfe and him, God was ſo favourable toboth, asto pans 
mecte her in the way and turne her backe from her wandering, that | © 
returning home againe, 1ſh»»cl might be borne in Abrahams houſe, | 
and by him brought up in all good order till his 17. yeere or there- 
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abouts. A great bencfit it was and the foundation of his future | 
worldly grearncſſe. This mercy muſt be conteticed, if God haye 
prevented danger from us whileſt we were in our mothers wombes, 
and it were fit «that Parents ſhould acquaint their children with ſuch 
mercies, . that they might learne to inlarge their thankceigiving by 
mentioning of themalſo. We cannot ſhew'our tcives too cxact and 
- | diligent inreckoning with God for his bencfits. : 
er Secondly, God himlſclfc vouchſafed to meete him againe when 
him when heel he was baniſhed, and to provide water. for him and rcfrcſh him 
was ready to | when he was now ready to die for thirſt. How great was Gods care 
0962 of him? thar ſent an Angell to open his Mothers eyes and cauſe her 
toſee a Well neere hand, which either grieie of minde or weakeneſſe 
of fight thorough faintnefle had diſabled her from ſeeing, or elſe 
made a Well for the purpoſe and then ſhewedit her. Hathnor God 
ſuccoured ſome of us in dangers almoſt as great? by ſending us of 
ſhcwing us ſome preſent meanes of helpe, which it was not poſſible 
for ary wit of ours toprovide. Let not ſuch abenefit be forgotten, 
and let us learneto truſt upon him ever after, and not to be carkingly 
troubled with caſting dangers before hand and diſquicting our ſelves 
with fearcs, becauſe weſce no way out, God will Rave a Well in 
| tore and ſhew it usatthe exigent. 
2.Godhinſelf{ Againe, it was a great mercy of God, that himſelfe youchſafed to 
gave hin his | &jyve hima name and ſo ſweet a namezas that of 7 /hawaet, which ſtgnifi- 
"IT eth, God will heare, and may ſeeme to point out the deliverance where. 
Gen.21.17, | of I ſpake laſt, for then it is ſaid, 7 have heard the cry of the lad, 0 
rhat we could labour to be 7ſhmaels in this ſence, ſuch as have intereſt 
unto this mercy of being heard of God. Such we thall be if we de- 
part from iniquity and ſtudy to pleaſe God, for if ary man doe the 
Joh-9.31 | will of God him will God heare. 
4He proſpered TLaſtly, God blefied 1ſhmael in outward things, and made him to 
_— me |proſper ſo much inthe world that he became agreat man, and had 
ewelye Princes iſſuing from his loynes and after a great nation. Why 
ſhould the Saints doubt of things needfull £ ſeeing even thoſe of 
whom we are not ſure that they were Saints, enjoyed ſo great abun- 
| dance, or why ſhould any man boaſt himſclte of theſe things 2 which 
an 1/bmacl may haveas well as an 7ſaac. And why ſhould not we be 
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' incouraged toſerve Godin uprightneſſe « who vouchſafeth ſo libe- 
| rally to reward his ſervants, as to bleſſe their children fo much for 
| their ſakes. And ſo much forthe life of 1/hmael. 
His death, Nowtfor his death, whichis ſer downe, Gen.25.17. Theſe are the 
| | / 
| yeeres of the life of Iſhmael 137 yeeres, and then hee gave up the ghoſt, | 
| and died, and was gathered to his people. Helived ten yeeres morcthen 
| Sarah, tor ſhe lived 127 and he an 137 andthis isto be noted of him, 
| thatthe yeeres of his life are reckoned, which is not done to aty 
| See Ainfworth WIcked man in Scripture againe, whereby ſome probability is givel 
on Gen.25.17 that he was agood man, ſecingiris alſo ſaid, that He was zathered 
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he wentamong the Congregation of the good men which went before | 
bim. But howſoever, we muſt learne by his death to prepare for 
ours, that we may be gathered unto our people. If welive as Gods 
people, we ſhall die as Gods people, and be gathered amongſt them, 
and ſhall be raiſed up alſo with themar che reſurreQion of the juſt. But it | 
{we live with the wicked, we ſhall die with the wicked, and de gathe- | 
red together with them to ſhame and torment atrhe laſt. And ſo much 
of Tſhmael Abrahams ſonne by Hagar. | 
Now of othersthat lived at the ſame time. Zhezer of Damaſcus Eliezer. 
the Steward of his houſe, into whoſe hands hee comminted al! thar ! 
he had, ſo it is told us, Ger.15.2. and 25.2. Hee was his claceſt The Scripture 
ſervant, and ruled over all that he had, os iis Birth and Dcath we: _ — 
readenothing in Scripture, bur of his Lite ſome paſſages are related. Dame 
1. His vertues and good deeds, for of his bad deeds no inention ts | his taults, 
made, not that he was altogether fire from finne, for if Avraham 
and Sarah were in ſome things found fauiry, n <nor be thought 
that this man a ſervant of theirs was fauicloite, bur i. cauſe rhe Lord 
did not write an entire ſtory of his life, but +2%i. ©: him before 
the eyes of ſervants as an example for them to iniiizie. Now of 
him therefore wee muſt note his good carriage, his benefits and | 
his croſles. | 
Firſt for his good deeds, when CAvraham called him and would | 
have him put his hand under his thigh (a geſture uſed to the godly 
Patriarkes by ſuch as bound themſelves to them by an oath, perhaps 
to ſignifie their ſubjection to them, and faith in the promiſed ſecd 
which wasto come out of their loynes) he would not haſtily and hand- 
over-head take that oath which was miniſtred unto him, but 
with due caution and warinefſe, that he might nortthruſt himſelfe into 
the danger of forſwearing himſelfe by raſhnefle, but might have a 
quiet conſcience by ſeeing clearely how farre his oath bound him 
and to what, that ſo he might know himſelfe able to performe his 
oath and mighr accordingly fulfill ir. 
Inhim therefore welearne to be warie in ſwearing and to ſweare | 
in judgement, that is, adviſedly and with good confideration,infor- 
ming our ſclves fully of the thing ſworne too,thar it might not be | 
eſther impoſſible or unlawfull to the intangling of our ſoules in the 
perill of falling into thar hainous offence of perjury. No man muſt | nis verues, 
proceedetoan oath haſtily and inconfiderately, but muſt ponder upon | ».He procee- 
the thing ſworne too,that he may have a full reſolution to accompliſh | hen, ” 
the ſame, Looke to your ſelves that you ſhew the like religious re- | 
ſpe to the great name of God. An oath isaſtrong bond in which 
a man laics his ſoule as it were in pawne to God, ſo that the breach 
of his oath is a forfeiture of his pretious ſoule to the hands of Gods 
judgement, lo great abond muſt not be taken upon us without great 
cautelouſneſle, They therefore that have ſworneon a ſuddaine,not de- 
liberating ſeriouſly of ir, muſt know that they have even offered con- 
ny to God, becauſethough perhaps the thing was juſt and ow 
P 4 ble, | 
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| ble, yet it wasſo by chance alone and as itfell out, and ifit had beene 
| otherwiſe, yerthey would haveraken it ſo that no rhankes was dye tg 
any religious care of theirs if ir were otherwiſe. Repent therefore | 
of your haſtineſſe and heedeleſneſſe in ſwearing, this is to ſhey 
| { your ſelves ſuch as doe nor feare at oath, and ſo doe not duely re. 
verence and honour the great Majeſty of God, whole name in 
| {wearing you invocate againſt your ſelves. | 
| Therefore alſo thoſethat miniſter an oath muſt not be diſpleaſed at 
ſach caurclouſnefſe, but muſt readily ſatisfie rhe doubts and ſcruples 
of thoſe that ſweare, that with good conſcience and a quiet munde 
| they may take it upon them, for iceing they be carctull before they 
ſweare to underſtand what they ſweare unto, it giveth good hope thar 
after they have ſworne they will be as carctull that they keepe ir, and 
ſo their oath ſhall be ro ſome purpoſe, which ſhould very much con. | 
rent and ſatisfic himthatgives them the oath. But hechar will ſpecdily 
,and without conſidering take an oath, will alſo be as ready to breake 
ir, alledging his former ignorance or miſtaking, as an exculc of his | 
not fulfilling ir. Hirherro of his devotion to God in reſpect of his wa-| 
7 ry entring into an oath. | 
|} x. Carried | Now comes tobehandled his good carriage rowards .Abrahamin 
 unſelt: well |rhe buſineſſe by oath commirted untohim. Firſt, he uſed due ſpeede 
Stan" 4"y {1n fulfilling his oath, for without more then neceflary deferring hee 
4;eediuper- |addreflcd himſelfe tothe performance of his oath having thoroughly 
| torming is ;underſtoodir, for knowing his Maſters will to be that he ſhould fetch 
TS the woman and not bring 7ſaac backeagaine thither, and that ifthey 
| would notgivehim awife for 1/azc without his owne comming, then 
he ſhould be free from the oath, and withall being 1ncouraged by 
| The journey | Abrahams words, that God would ſend his Angell before him and | 
35 about 399] proſper his journey, he made all good ſpeede to take his journey 
PO abourthat weighty ſervice, and went unto Meſopotamia to diſpatch 
it, taking to that end ten Camells with all other things neceſſary, | 
ſeeing all his Maſters eſtate was at his command. | 
Here learne, that when you have ſworne you muſt not delay the 
performance of it, but ſo ſfoone as ſhall be convenient, and as you | 
have power, muſt ſettle ro doc the thing ſworne to. All you that 
have {worne any lawfull and poſſible thing, looke on Abrahams 
| 'godly ſeryanr and be mindfull of your oathes, conſider the oreat-| |} 
| neffe-of God ro whom you are ticd, and put not off the worke from 
rimeto time, ſeckenotneedlefſe delayes, make not fearctull or ſloath- | 
full excuſes, bur freeyour faith and pull your ſelves out of the danger | 
of Gods diſpleaſure bv a conſcionable fulfilling of your oathes. The 
Wa | Phariſees cou!d ſay, thou ſhalt not forſweare thy ſelfe but fulfill thine | 
o1U95.33> : 7 jr 
| oathes to God. Let us ſhew our ſelves at leaſt as wiſe and conſcionable | 
| as 2 Phariſee could tcach us to be. 
| = what 1f we perceive the oath to haye beenc of an unlawful; 
| thing £ 
| | I anſwer, then we muſt repent of our naughtineſſe in taking it, _ 
0 


_—_——_—_— 


HE 


k 


EPS 


1Gzn. Keturab,lſhmael,Eliezer. C na e.24,&c.) 165 | 


| 4 forbeare to add a ſecond ſinne in doing that which is unlawfull. / 

iris impoſſible th h ſhould be of more f inde a 
Forit is impoſſible thar an oath ſhould be of more force to binde a 
mantoathing, then Gods Commandement is to reltraine him from ir. 
| Nothing can have more force to binde conſcience then Gods Com- 


mandement. 1 | 
'  Butwhatifit proove impoſſible 2 
I anſwer, if that impoſſibility might have beene foreſcene, our 
' raſhnefſe in not forcſecing it muſt berepented of; bur if ir could not 
| have beene foreſeene, we muſt reft our ſelves ſatisfied in this, thar 
| our minde was faithfully to have fulfilled ir, if God had not caſt in 
{our way ſuch an impediment, but no hazard, no coſt, no labour 
muſt ſtand betwixt us and the accomplſhing of our oathes, for Da- 
vid ſaith, that « good man ſweares to bis hinderance, and yet fulfills, 
'Tyere better for a man to be undone in tae world or to looſe this 
/naturall life, then to breake his oath for fcare of lofle or death. So 
' much ofthis mans conſcionablenefle in regard of taking and keeping 
,an oath, | 

Now ſee his vertuous carriage inthe thing. x. His great diligence 
inthe maine worke. 2. His diſcretion. 3, His piety and religioul: | 
nefle, | | - 
To begin with the laſt, he ſerved his Maſter religiouſly. Firſt, he j "XK ierved | 
thanked God for his good ſuccefle. 2. He prayed to God for good taxon 1 
ſacceſſe. His prayer 1s, Gez.24.12,13,i4. Wherein he beſoughr God 
to cauſe him to meete with a fit wife for 7/aac. We muſt all learne 
' ſpecially ſervants, for of ſuch a one we ſpeake now,to commend our 
' Maſters buſinefles to God, praying him to profper us. A good and 
godly ſervant when he imployeth himſelte in his Maſters worke, muſt 
ſhew himſclfe ro be Gods ſervantand to have faith in his providence, 
ruſting in his goodneſle and blefſing more then in his owneability, In- 
deed ſuch a particular begging of ſuch and ſuch occurrents to ſhew 
'us Gods minde was peculiar tohim, and is not required of us, for hedid 
irbyrhe peculiar inſpiration of Gods Spirit, bur in generall ro beg 
' Gods affiſtacce that belongs to all good Servants. You that would 
; be counted godly ſervants, have you thus ſanRified your indeavours 
' by prayer? have you thus called on his name to guide and ſpeed 
you? if you have, you have done well, taks comfort in ir, it is 
;ateſtimony that you ſerve for conſcience ſake,nor as men-pleaſers,and 
' that you ſerve the Lord in ſerving your Maſters, if vou have nor, be 
humbled and lament jt, as a matter of prephancſſe and a cauſe of 
' many crofles and a meanes to make you proud of your ſclves, if good 
ſucceſſe attend you. And now tread hereafter inthe ſteps of this god- 
ly Servant, Pray,pray to him for his afſiftance and bleſſing upon your 
(elves, andthe workes you take in hand for your Maſters, thatſo ir 
| May appeare you doe all in faith and obedience to God. 
; Againe;this manfinding that God did anſwer his requeſts, blefſeth | 3-He praiſed 
God, verſe 26,27, Where is his reverent behaviour outwardly, hee_s| 32 {or his 
vowed, andthen the matter of his thankes, he ſaid, bleſſed be the Lord, Rn \ 
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you muſt learne with all humble behaviour of body and conſequene. 


your good ſucceſſe, and ſoit will appeare that youaſcribe all ro God 


 cellentthing in which you muſt take comfort ; nothing 1s atruer proofe 
| of true goodneſle, then a conſtant care to blefſe and praiſe God for 
his perpetuall goodneſſe inprofpering us, if not, lament the want of it 


asa manifcſt proofe of pride and want of faith. 


And now let usall learne to be par icularly thankfull ro God for 
particular benefits, yeacven ſuch outward benefits, mich mure for In- 
| ward. This is the way to continue, to ſanRifte, ard increaſe benefits, 
' God loverh thankfulinefle as men alſo doe. It we Lnproove his be- 
'nefits ro ſogood apurpole, we ſhall not wantthem 1a duc time, onely 


j 


| 
[fee that yourthankes be nor alone verball. : 
| You have ſfeene his piety, row his d:{cretion ſh-wes it ſeife firſt 


in ſetting downe what a woman he would have for 7ſaac, viz.2 cour- 
'tequs and laborions woman, one thar came ont to draw warer, and 
' onethat would reſped a ſtranger, and give him to Giinke and his Cz 

mels alſo; truly a woman cour:eous of difpoſttion,2nd of body ſtrong, 


1m” healthy, andpaincfull,is a fic woman to make a wife, 


Againe,he proceeds diſcreetly in lus carriage to winne her and her 
Parents, he gives her gifts and rhe alſo, and truly relates the proſpe- 


vant uſe diſcretion and prudence in his Maſlers attaircs, taking thebeſt 


and made haſt 
zbour his bu- 
fanctle. 


courſe he canto make ihem fort well inthe end. 

Another part of his good bzhaviour, is care of his Camels, to 
which he lookes to give water and provender in due time, So ſhould 
a goo ſcrvant,and every good man in his travells, have adue care of 
his beaſts, and looke that they haverthings fic for them. Yea firſt ſhould 
hee looke to them unleſſe neceſſity compeil otherwiſe, and then 
to himſelte, ror Iiketo them thar tic their horſes to the rack-ſtaves,and 
fill themſelves with crink or victuatls. 

Then his lait good deedis, he wakes haſt abour his butineſſe, to 
rell it andſctir a foot, for he would not caterill he had done his errand, 
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His vencfrs, | 


. 1, God gave 
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| him withall he had. 3» That God made him a true Chriſtian,for vous 
and ' 
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ning and would not ſtay one day, but with all fpecd r:turnes to lethis 


; Maſter feehis good ſucceile. O that you ſeryzms would all be ſuch; 


ſervants, faithful], diligent in your Maſters affiires, religious, devout; 
prayerfull, thankfull on all occaſions, and careſull of rhe beaſts and 
other goods committed to your charge,and rcturne home when your 
buſinefle 1s diſpatched. 

Now faults in him the Lord ſhewes none as I faid before for the 
cavſc tzen mentioned, 

Benefits he had foure very great, 1. That God gave him a godly 


Maſter. 2. That God gave him favour in his eyes, ſo that hetruſted 
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and not to your ſelves. If you have beene thus thanktfull, it is an ex. 


rous eſtate of his Maſter, all which tend to perſiwadethem to yeeld her, 
and her ſelfe to give her ſelfeto Iſaac for a wife. So muſt every ſer- 


andrhen he effe&ts his buſinefle fully, for he roſe up betimes inthe mor: | 


iy of mind and with all ſincerity and heartincfle to praiſe God for 


? 
{ 
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{ 
| 
| 
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and free areall oneto God. And laftly, that he proſpered him and {75 05 his | 
brought him ſafe and with good ſuccefle to his Maſters houſe. Youthat 3 Hew:.sa } 
be ſervants pray for theſe bleflings. Beſeech God to make you his tree m_ C_ | 
men, and it God grant you favour and good ſucceſſe inyour journeys, | fqhnt 
| learneto be yery thankfull for it. Fs 
| And for his crofle it was this, hewas aſervant, to be a bond-man is | His crofle, 
alcſſe defireablecondition as Paul intreaterh, ſaying, if thou maift be | AeNas 2 
free uſe it rather, butit is an eaſie croſſe if a man can meete with o| ; 
godly a Maſter and beaccepted withhim, hence S. Paul ſaith,care not 
þ- it, you that muſt live by {crvice,grumble notarthis croſſe. For your 
ſervice is nota bondage for life; but alone as apprentices for a certaine 
time,or as hired ſervants from yeereto yeere, murmure not at the 
meaneneſle of your eſtate, but frame as this man to be faith- 
| full and godly, and you may live as happily here, 
and getas muchglory in Heaven here- 
after as your Maſters. 
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THE ELEVENTH 


EXAMPLE. 


=” 
LOT, his VVife and 


Da ughters. 


_ ——_— ——— 
—_—_— — a ns. A — 


= Fter the Example of Abraham and his Fami- 
ly, wee come to thoſe that lived in the ſame 


— 
— — 


—_— 
= = 
— 


—_ — —— 


—— 


& ſons Iwill begin with Lor, and then ſpeake 
a word of his wife and daughters. 

For himſclfe, when and of what Mother he 
was borne, it is not recorded, but wee have 


—=z 


ther of CAbraham, who dicd before his Father inthe Countrey of Me- 


ſopotamia. 


The death of Lot is alſo concealed in Scripture,ſo that we cannor ac- 
quaint you when he ended his daies,nor where. 


_ = ſecondly, what things he met withall in his life both good 
and bad, 

Firſt for his goodneſle in generall, he hath the teſtimony of the 
Holy Ghoſt bythe penof S.Petey, that he was arighteous man. It is 
ſaid there, that God delivered juſt Lot, as alſo, that righteous man dwel- 
ling amenzſt thens vexed his righteous ſoule, This is proofe cnough of 


| 


his goodnefle, and itwas neceſſary for the cleering of his name, thar 
oo | the 


ROY 


notice of his Father, who was Harasr the bro- 
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| Atrabams 
| 


| 


Contem po» 
raries. 


Lot. 


{ 


But in his life we muſt obſerve what good is found in him and wha | 


His dcath is | 
not mentioned 
| in Scripture, 


His vertnes, 
He was a2 | 
righteous man, 
2 Per.2.3. 
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: ns CORP Teſtament ſhould reſtific of his rightcouſheſſe, becauſe the 


narration of his life in the old leaves him .in ſuch a caſe as wonld 
make the Reader afraid, leaſt hee had quite falne away from al! 
goodneſſe, but Peters teſtimony is proofe enough, that the commit. 
| ting of that grear finne did not take him of from the number of the 
' righteous. 
| No finneis fo great but repentance wipeth it ſo cleane away,that 
the offenderis righteous and muſt be ſo eſteemed, notwithſtanding 
the grievouſneſic of his crime. Now let each of us labour to ger true 
righteouſneſſe, that though this title be not beſtowed upon him by the 
undeceivable pen of fome Author of holy Writ, yet hee may heare 
' irpronounced by our bleſſed Saviour art the laſt day, when ftanding 
ontheright hand he may be bleſſed with the bleſſing of rhe righte- 
(ous. And let me be bold roturne my ſpeechunto youthat have beene 
'andare the grievouſeſt ſinners ; If you lament your unrighteouſneſſe, 
\reft on Chriſts righteouſneſle, 2nd hereafter ſtudie righteouſneſſe 
* {in your lives, you ſhall enjoy the happincſic of righteous men at 
laſt. 
A ewotow ©.) There is a ſeeming rightcouſneſſe, ameere Phariſaicall paint, when 
: a man carries himſclfe blamelcſly to men-ward,art leaſt in reſpe& of 
[thegroſſeradts of evill. This will ſaveno man at the laſt, nor com- 
fort him in time of temptation ; there is atrue and reall righteouſneſle, 
which will undoubredly ſavethem which can be ſo happiec as to get 
it, and of this true righteouſnefſe there are two ſorts, one of the 
Law, it ſtandeth in a perfet conformity of heart and life unto the 
> | exact rule of Gods Law, And if there had beene a Law given which 
3:12 jcould have given life, doubtleſſe righteouſueſſe ſhould have beene by the 
Law, but now the Scripture hath concluded all under ſinne, that the 
promiſe by the faith of Teſus Chriſt may be given to them that beleewe: 
So now we muſt havea righteouſneſſe by promiſe,that is, by the Gol- 
pell,for that of the Law is too high for us. 
Andthe righteouſnefle of the Goſpell is rwofold, one without us, 


Therizhteouſe 


 nefſe of the | performed by our bleſſed Saviour for us, as a ſurety paies the debt 


 Golpell istwe-| fgrthe debters uſe and beaefir, by which we ſtand juſt before God, 


told, | . 
| and have our ſinnes pardoned and are accepted to ſalvation, When 


we have fo ſcene our own miſery as to goc quite out of our ſelves and 


{ Theother is within us, it is a gift beſtowed upon and wrought inus 
by the Spirit of God, alwaics and inſeparably joyned with the for- 
mer, by which we are manifeſted to our {clves and to others to be 


' our failings, and to ſecke unto God for pardon and helpe in and by 


Chriſt and his Spirit. Thisrightcouſneſfſe of faith which. denomt- | 


 nares him in whom it is righteous, you muſtall ger, elſe you ſhall nc- 


"= attaine eternall life. It is a thing appointed of God in ſuch 
| = 


reſt alone upon Chriſt for all good things according ro rhe promiſe. | 


juſt, and it ſtandeth ina rrue deſire and indeavour to know ard leave | 
| every finne forbidden by God, and to know and doe all good| 
| workes required, fo that we ſtill continue to humble our ſelves for } 


| 


. 


{and perfect. Saviour, ready and able to pardon thee and heale thee, 
| and doſtthoueven labour and defire to reſt upon his merits' and his! 


the laſt day, bur righteous with the righteouſneſſe of the Goſpel, 
ſelfe, yea though any ſuch amongſt 'you have many and ſtrong cor- 


oerfeion of goodneſſe and wiſdome, thatit cannot be found inany | 
| Hypoctite ſeeme he never ſo good, and will ſurely be found in any! 


 luprighthearted man behe neyer ſo weake; never leave ſtriving till, 


00h 


lyou have gotten 'ir, and gorten- certaine knowledge that you! 
ave It. | L TT | 3 
4 Doſt thou in thy heart ſee and acknowledge thy felfe to be a 
Icurſed finner , by reaſon of thy corrupt nature that is derived tothee 
from Adams loynes and thy wicked life, whereby thou thy ſelfe 
haſt aQtually tranſgrefſed the Law of God? Yes.Doſt thou conteſle 
chy ſelfe alrogether unable of thy {clfe.ro ſatisfie for or deſerve par- 
don of any of theſe finnes, or to conquer and overcome them in thy 
{elfe? Yes. Doſt thou acknowledge Jeſus Chriſt'ro be a ſufficient 


Spirit for pardon of finne and true holineſſe 2 And doſt thou hereup- | 
on -put en a reſolution, and proceede in an indeavour to.caſt away all 
finne and to worke all righreouſnefle, Kill confeiſing and lamenting | 
hy. faults and failings, and renewing thy requeſts for pardon and | 
g1ace. andthy purpoſes of amendment? Yes. I ſay then to that ſonle ; 


he is arighteous man according tothe language of the Goſpel!, nor 
rightcous with Legall righteouſneſſe (for inthat'fence never was any 
found fince our firſt Parents falling from the ſtate of innocency, | 
one alone, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt excepted, nor ever ſhall be to | 


pcrfely juſtified in the fight of God and fincerely ſanRified in him- 


ruptions divers times ftirring-in you, and producing evill and wicked 
as, yer if he perſiſt in lamenting them and renewing his repen- 
trance, as often as he. findeth himſelfe an offender, yetis he a juſt man, 
yeait any have runne into moſt foule and grofſe finnes more then 
once, yetif he have now caſt away thoſe finnes, and be returned | 
againe to his purpoſe and indeavour of godly living, he is arigh- | 
teous man and ſhall be- ſaved as was Zor. So much for Lots good- 
nefle in generall. Sz ET. 
Now I will ſpeake of thoſe particular good deeds which hee is 


o 


commended for in Scripture. Firſt, he left his owne Countrey and 
Fathers houſe with his Grand-father Terah and his Unkle _16bra- 
ham, this was agood deed and commendable. Indeed if hee were | 


on 15 not grear, for he might be then driven to it by the authority of- 
his Grand-father, rather then be lead by any faith in himſelfe. Bur 
[ ſuppoſe, hewasthen of age to make his owne choice of habitati- 
on, and might if ir ſcemed good unto him, haye ſtayed in Aram 
Naharaim as well as his Unkle Nahor did the Father of Rebekah, 
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amongtt you thar cantruly make this anſwerto theſequeſtions, thar | - 


then a meere young man, not yet living as the Maſter of a family of | 
himfeltc, but under the roofe of his Father, then the commendati- |. 


\forin the yecre of the World 2079, Abraham left his Countrey, 
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Lots particular]. 
Vertues. 
1,Ke left his 
owne Coun- ' 
trey and Fa- 
thcrs houſe, 
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' life. | 
| - Youmuſtall leatne to be ready to foriake falte gods and cleaveto 
the true, if ever youdeſire toinheric ſalvation. Now the falſe gods 
'thatwe are indanger to ſerve, arc the World, and the things of the 
({World,. and our fclves, Pleaſtte, profit, credit, caſe, and the like, 
'th<sſe be your Idols, theſe be the things that men in our times and 
' Countries doe.cret as it were ſtumbling blocks unto themlelyes, 
ithe belly, the backe, the purſe, the profits and contents of this world, 
theſe we ſeeke for more then for Gods favour, theſe wee long for 
[more then grace, to getor keepe theſe we leavethe waics of God, 
[we 2ive our affetions and thoughts more to theſe then unto God, 
and will not obey his bleſſed Commandements farther rhen theſe 
' wicked Idols will give us leave. Now you can no more ſerve God 


A ſhtaroth, or God by Inpizer and Tune, The Lord hath imployed 
mee now -thitty yeares or thereabours, to call you from following 
theſe unhappy Idols, at length rid your hands of them and doe 
the ſame thing in effec, that Lot did when hee left his Countrey 
and came intorhe land of promiſe with Abraham. 

| But another good deed of Lots we reade of, and that is, he vexed 
bis righteous ſoule from day to day with the uncleane converſation 
of the Sodowites, and itis ſaid, he was labouring againſt, for ſo much 
the word in proper {ignification of it doth expreflſe. He was burdened 
withit, and even laboured under it as under a burden, hee was alfo 
upon the rack with it. He grieved ſo. for it, that hee would faine 
| have amended ir,andnot finding that poſſible it was atorrure untq him 
to ſee Itgrowing more and more. 'This is a good thing to grieveat 
the common faulrs and finnes, 7 beheld the tranſereſſeur and was grie- 
ved, Pſal.:19.158. and in another place, Rivers of teares guſh out 0 
mine ey?s, becauſe men kerpe not thy Law, 1t wee hate finne, if wee 
love the glory of God, or the foules of men, we muſt needs be 
| grieved to ſee that done which our ſelves hate, and which tendcth 
|to Gods diſhonour and the damnation of men. If we grieve for fin 
| we ſhall be preſerved from the contagion of it, and keepe our ſelves 
unſported in the common pollution: bur if wee have not ſo much 
graceas to. bewaile it, we ſhall quickly ſhew our ſelves ſo weake as 


The Example of Cuardp,&c' 

/and in the yeere 2009 or thereabouts, Soaome was conſumed. Sg 
 betwixt the comming out of Meſopotamia and the conflagration of 
Sozlome were but about thirty yeares, bur Lot -had ar that timetwa 
| marriageable daughters, therefore it is likely that himſclte was of 
a fir age at the time of his going out of the Countrey, to chooſe 
whether he would have gone or ſtaied. Well, Zo: left his Countrey, 
(and ſo ſhewed himſelfe a Pilgrim and ſtranger on earth together 
with CAbrahan, for though he inherited not Canaan, yet becaulc he 
lefr the falſe gods which were ſerved by his kindred in CAzeſops. 
\tamia, to ſerve the true God which A traham went to ſerve, it 
{prooveth, that hee had faith jn that God and was accepted to 


and eArammon and the belly, then you can ſerve God and Dazexor | 


| 


| 
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lin ſeeing other mens evills in ſecret, and joyne with them intheſame 


ht. 


[though having farre better meanes then any Sodom affoorded, rhey 
{ ought alſo to be better perſons,thar few teares ſerve them, andlitrle 


grieved forit. 
as Lot did there. | 


the faults breake not out thatthere were: done openly, butmaiy of the 
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[ro fall ro the imitating it ar-leaſt in ſome degrees. Yea'theProphet 
| zzchjel noteth, thatthe mourners were marked out for deliverance, 


- 


| as Noah was'in the deſtruction of Sodome and Gomorrha, 
. -- Now come let mee: enquire of you my: Brethren. : Doe you take | 
the finnes of others heavily © doe they-pierce your hearts with: ſor- 
!row? Arc they burdens to you? 'Ah, how many doerather' rejoyce; 
| exceſſeof riot, are glad to fee and heare lewdneſfle from others, and 
to joyne with them ir. What are theſe £ how farre from Yeſerving 
to be called righteous 2 But even of thoſe that be righteous. (as wee 
hope there are ſome) ſo farre inferiour are they to Lorin goodnefle, 


ſorrow is found in them for the common ſinnes. The common 
oathes, curſing, Sabbath-breaking which- are every where rife,” doc | 
not grievethem ar all. One little trifling lofle or croſſe hath made | 
them more take on with ſorrow, then all the diſorders of the Land. 
It is but weake goodnefle that is not ſenfible of the contrary bottrin 
itſelfe and others too, and it is bur little. ſenſible of it that is-bur little 


— 
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So in drun- 
kennecfle. 


It you ſay,ous land is not like Sodome that wee ſhould live in it ſo 
I anſwer, God bethanked in ſome things it is not; and-im publike 


ſonnes of Sodome are bare-fac'd amongſt us; and wee:tooke upon 
them without remorſe. You muſt be ſorry that! you have*nor beene: 
more ſorry for the publike iniquity; Surely if aſcourgecomeit ſhall: 
take you away with the reſt, becauſc you havenotſhewed your zeale 
of Gods glory and deteſtation of finne - in the rebellions :of the 
reſt, | FRED | 


upon it, I ſay he was .cven willing .to exerciſe himſelfe ingrieving 


{ 


{you muſt labourro cioe thisas well as any other good worke,-tochafe:! 


and grudge and be furious againſt ſuch a finner.and ſuch afinner;: ro"! 
jſt; ſcoffe, andgird, or raile, and bitterly inveigh againſt !\uchand- 
ſuchſinnes, be ſuch-ſtraines and flaſhes of wit and-anger;:2s thay be; 


found in meniof no true holineſſe, butto ger alone andevendell over:| 
himſelfe to fighing, mourning, and lamentation forthe commonfitines:| 


that are every where: runne-into, this can hardly'be-aſcribed'ro any! 


—— 


reſpect rouch a mans ſelfe in way of wrong ant injury. - Indeed to: 


difficulr thing, ſoa more ſure ſigne of: truth themto gricvefor ones: 


And now ſer you to it, ſer you toir, .itis ſaid;: that Zondid purhis | 
foule uponthe-racke, he was an actor in this ſorrow, he puthimlclte;| 


for their naughrineſſce, and he ſtrove ro make his ſorrow piercing. *Q*! 


thing buttrue picty, if the-finnes be ſuch as doe nor in any particalari| 
grievefor ſuchſinnes of others, may ſeeme in ſomeyeſpeR as-:amore:| 


owne finnes, you ſhall ſee men driven to teares for their owne'df-: | 


— *, 


. 
. 


fences in reſpe of ſhame or loſſe, and ſometimes terrour of heart, 
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finnes. | | 
3. Hee was Andnow athird good deed of Lots is, hee was hoſpitall in that} 


botpiral  {unkoſpirall Citie, you know hee entertained the Angels. Herein | 
he. did follow the ſteps of his Unkle Abraham, i is agood thing 
when aman carrics the vertues which hee hath ſcene amongſt his ' 
| friends asit were home with him, or about him wherherſoever hee | 
[goes, and becomes a practitioner of them in all places. Of Zo | 
| ' hoſpitality you may reade,Ger.19.2,3. he intreated rhe Angels whom 
he tookefor men to lodge in his houſe, and gave them ihe beſt-en- 
rertainement he could,. yea and hazarded himſclfe to defend them 
from rheinſolent atrempt of the brutiſh Sogdamites. This is a worke 
worthie to be imitated to be given to hoſpitality, forget z08 to enter. 
Heb.13.2- |taine firangers, uſe hoſpitality one to another without grudging. Gaju 
CPs -- © hath this commendation, that he was the Hoſt of the Church, Rem, 
16.23. and a Miniſter is expreficly commanded to be hoſpitall. This 
{isarich mans duty,Imeane his that hath ſome indifferent proportion of 
wealth, he that hath þut one bed or roome muſt lie abroad him- 
ſclfe, orfitup all night if he lodge ſtrangers. But of thoſe thar have 
to ſpare, the Lord requireth a free .communicating of what they 
have to others, May not wee be ſtrangers? may not our children 
and ngere friends be ſtrangers 2 will not our hearts tell us 2 that 
it þprcngy bee a very 11] part in them thar ſhould in ſuch caſe neg- 
le& us. 
| But I amto commend unto you a kinde of hoſpitality ſomewhat 
of another nature, a ſtranger of any faſhion by meanes of Innes, 
\ which ir-ſcemes that age did not know, is able to be hoſpitall to 
timſelfe with his money, even to buy all things needfull: but alas 
you have poore neighbours and kinſmen in the ſame Towne, - or 
neere hand inhabiting, O invite them to your hauſes, make them | | 
cheerefull with agood meale now and then, that have little pravi- 
ded at home. This Hoſpitality hath beene formerly much praft- 
Chrifns, | ſed at. this fcaſon of the yeare, and cenainely it is a fir ſeafon to 
| practiſe ir. If wee would ſhew our ſelves glad for our Lords com- 
ming intothe world, let us refreſh his poore members that they | 
may rcjoyce with us. Some men be nor Tich enough to invite | 
l many of their wealthic neighbours, but many beof fo much ability} 
'that they may well invite thoſe of lower ranke, ro whom ther 
| owng otdinary provifion will. be betrer then a banquet to fome 


{ 
2-1 | 
| | —_ perſons. Let £ots example commend unto. youthis hoſpi | 
to ItY. 2 oy 
* L Hy IM | Another 
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Another good deed we have of Lot, He went out, and carncſtly, | $5 neared] 
erlovingly and gently iotrcated the Sodomites to defiſt from their | to dent from 
villany, My Brethren I pray doe not ſo wickedly, and againe, to theſe | ir villany. 
mew doe nothing, for therefore came they under my roofe, Gen.19.7,8. | 
He would taine have ſtopped thele miſcreants from their abominable | 
attempt; If we ſee men ruſhing into finfull courſes wee ſhall doe a 
good office of charity if with all good termes and gentle language 
we diſſwade them from wickedneſſe. If wee muſt reproove af- 
cer a finne, ſure wee muſt diflwade aforechand: El: difliwaded his 
ſonnes from perſiſting in evill , 46:24 diſſwaded David 
from murder ; what finne wee hinder not to our beſt power,| * 
that wecauſeto be written in our owne ſcore, and inwrap our ſelyes 
within the guiltof ir. Who would not intreate his neighbour hard 
not to drinke a cup of poyſon? If therefore any man have done the 
contrary, inſtigated others to finne, and egged them forward 
ratherthen held them back, ſurcly his offence is great, he hath beene 
not alone a helper but a father of the fault, and unlefle hee repenr 
muſt anſwer for ir as much as the principall. But though you 
have not forgotten your duty in ſo high”a degree as to mooye others 
to evill, yet if you have ſo much neglected your duty as to forbeare 
to diſlwade and hinder them, either out of careleſnefle or feare, you! 
are tobe humbled for it,as an effe& of want of loveand zeale. And 
now I pray you doethis good office often, if you ſee a man going | 
about an evill thing, take up. Les words and ſay, I pray you Bre- 
thren doe not ſo wickedly, intreate him to forbeare the doing of the 
like for the future. A loving intreary will ſometimes prooye of 
great efficacy. Had they beene any but Sodomites, Lot ſhould not have 
beeneſo churliſhly reje&ed. 
If you ſay,l thall but looſe my labour. | 
I anſwer, Firſt, whatif you doe? you have loſt many worſe laboars. 
Secondly,1 ſay who cantell * why will you thinke ſo hardly of your 


Brother ? 


_” 
_ k. 


Why I have tried already 2? 

Tanſwer, God may give better ſuccefſe now. Againe I anſwer, 
though he hearken not, you ſhall not looſe your labour, for you 
ſhall hew love and obey Gods commandement and receive a re- 
ward from him. ES 

Yet another good deed of Lors was that he fought to deliver his | 5.He foughero 
ſonnes in Law, and perſwaded them to get them ourof Sedoweroo. | 3'<rhis ſons 
We ſhould labour not alone to get out of Sodewe our ſelves, but to| * 
helpe others out alſo, whether ir be out of the finnes or out of the 
puniſhment of Sedewe. We ſhould deteſt that ſelviſh humour which 
prevaiteth with many, if themſclves eſcape danger, they care nor 
what becomes of others. O ſelfe-love is a fruit 3. brutiſhnefle, cha- 
rity of aright underſtanding. Live not like beaſts, if they ſee perill 
|3pproaching, they runne away for their owne ſafe-guard and neyer | 
confider ofthereſt : lerus ſtrivero draw as many as we can outof fin 
| and miſery. | | Q4 The 
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tle place a- 
mong (infull 


men, 


2.He continu- 
ed to dwell in 
Sodome among 
great ſinners, 


| 6.Foragood | The laſt good-thing I will note; though it ſhould have becne 
while he kept | brought in before as being done 'before, was this, for a good while 

fonts rogerther hee kept cloſe to his Unkle, went with him into Egypr, 
bam. came with him out of Egypt and dweltneere him, I meane in Canaay. 
| It is agood thing to lovethe company of -good men, and delighr to 
dwell with or neere them, and happier had it beene for Lo# if hee 

had noe ſuffered himſelfe to be divided from his UJnkle. Let men 

learne to count 1t a great happineſſe to dwell necre to good neigh- 

bours, and let them take heede that a little thing doe not ſeparate 

them from ſuch. And ſo much for Lots goodnefle. 

His Faults, Now his badneſſe. And I will begin there where he began, firſt 
HE {+ fo ſhew it, He choſe rather to dwell in a rich fertile place amongſt 


vile finfull men then with ſome carthly inconveniencies with 
-a godly and faithfull man , ſo ſhewing too great a love tg 
rickes, and too ſmall a love to goodnefle. I beſeech you if any of 
you beſo minded that you will rake notice of it as-a fault. To be 
ſo much ingaged to earthly things, that for rhe more eaſfie obtaining 
of a large quantity thereof, a man can be content to pitch his Tents 
in Sodom and to dwell there, is too great aproofe of a worldly min- 
ded man. It was the beginning of Lots ruine. In choice of your 
habitation looke chiefcly tothe good of the fouſe. If you doe nor, 
be aſſured that ſome way or other God will crofſe you as he did Ly, 
We ſhall lefſe beare out thoſe faults with impunity for which the 
godly in Scripture have ſmarted before ns, becauſe men did not re- 
ccive: warning by the dealing of God with them. The brother is 
whipt more ſeverely that ſeeing another brother corrected before 
him was bold yet to ruſh intothe ſame fault. Doe not commit the 
fault that coſt Lot ſo deare aprice. Leave not a good place forthe 
ſoule to get a great benefit forthe body ; let not the world ſway you, 
neither wholy nor chiefely in chooſing the: place of your habiration. 
Lot ſhould have ſaid, Unkle, ſo much content and good. doe I re- 
ceive from your good ſelfe unto my ſoule, that I will make an hard 
ſhift afore I will leave you, yea I will rather abridge my cattell then 
looſe your ' company, or at leaft, I will be content to take aplacc 
neere you though it be not ſo far and fruirfull as ſome other places: 
Doe you, as your owne underſtanding. (nowthar you fee the whole 
carriage of things)' will teach you, rhat Lot ought to' have done. 
And ſo much for this fault. EE y- 


Now againe, worldlinefſe continued to grow ſtronger in Zot, for 
hee continued ro dwell in Sodome, even though they were excec- 
ding great ſinners. Ir was well done that he prieved for their ſinnes, 
ir would have beene better done if he had forſaken the Ciry: 'Hee 
might have departed of his owne accord with farre leſſe lofſe, then 
God forc't -himout at length. Sure it is a faule;:ifa man can poſſibly 
remove, to make his con!tant aboad in an exrreame wicked place, 
where heinous and foule ſinnes are aſually and: .impudently commtt- | 
ted, for if amans ſelfe elcape the infeRion; yet it is too too probable 
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that his children ſhall be defiled, and catch the finnes of the places 
as the daughters of Lot and moſt of his ſervants did, for had they 
beene righteous they ſhould have eſcaped with him. And moſt 
times if any man that hath any the leaft goodnefle, doe ſuffer him- 
ſelfe to be ſo neighboured, it is a frut of ſome carnall paſſion or 
other, in favour of which he hardens himſelfe to cndure ſuch ami- 
ſerable thing, as the | continuall hearing and beholding of grear 
wickedneſſe. Let us take heed no ſuch thing in inveigle us to pirch 


our Tents inany Sodome. ET 
Bur againe, Lot I think, offenged in going aboutto match his daugh- 
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ters with any of the wicked generation of the Sogomites, What could 
he finde none other in all the world to give his children for wiyes but 
to two wicked men in that wicked City ? 
| have his children, his childrens childrens children, and all his po- 
tcrity to live inthat little hell, and..to be indangered unto the like, 
| aphominations 2 Surely the love of the world prevailed here with. 
him more then irought ro have. Ir is a fault too common withus, 
many a Father is regardlcſſe how bad the place and family be into 
as bad as Sodome, and the- perſon as prophane as theſe men, yeta 
good living will make them to plant their children in fuck a garden, 
2s it were, or wilderneſle rather. I cannot conceive but that this is a 
roofe of mans too high eſteeming of outward things, and Tbeſeech 
you Farhers learne of Lot, provide better for the placing of your 
childr cn, my” ; ' 
Another fault of Lots is, that he did offer his two daughters to 
the Sodemites, ſaying, Dee to them what ſeemeth good in your eyes. 
Our of a defire to ſave his gueſts from villany he proſtitutes thoſe 
that ſhould have beene. dearcr to him then any gueſts: and ſo would 
redeeme the ſtrangers from wrong with the hazard of his childrens 
chaſtity, He is to be ſomewhat excuſed by the preſent occafion, in 
that hurrie and diſtemper he had nos leaſure to conſider well of the 
thing he did, but through haſt was puſhed forward to doe ſo great 
an hurt unto the two maides. Hee doth evill here that good may 
come of it, athing that S. Paul would neverallow, for he ſaith con- 
cerning it, God forbid. The doing of evill is fimply finfull, the ſuffe- 
ring of evill not ſo, wherefore a man ſhould reſolve rather to be a 
patient in the greateſt evill then anagent in the farre leſſer. In doing 
any evill a man doth diſobey God and rranſgreſſeth his Law, in ſuffe- 
|1ng irhedoth alone receive miſery to himſclte : now the greateſt mi- 
\ſery is not ſo great an evill as the leaſt finne. It behooveth us totake 
heed that our carnall reaſon doe never ſo over-ſway us, no not on the 
ſuddaine, that wee ſhould conſene to a any evill for the procuring 
of any good. And if wee .have done otherwiſe, wee are to im- 
pute 1. to our ſelves as a great weakeneſle, and ſo to confeſle it and 
humble ougſelvesforit before God. | 
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Would he be content to | 


which he matcheth his daughter, ſothe ſtate be good. Bethe Towne 
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2. He offered 
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ters-to the So- 
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in Sodome till 
the Angels 


| Againe, Zyt lingred in Sodome till the Angels tooke him by _ 
_ hand 


the hand. 
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ind and ina kind of gratious violence fet him in ſafety againſt his 
will. Willing hee was to eſcape the deſtruction which was now | 
falling upon Sodome,but loath he was to ſave his life at ſo deare a rate 
as the looſing of all his ſubſtance. | Ir is a ſinne to cleave ſo faſt. in 
affeion to goods, as not to be willing with the lofſc of allro fave 
- our lives. Heloves riches too well that will caſt his life upon oreat | 
| danger for the ſaving of them, and not gladly Jeave them all rofree 
| his life from perdition.Satan could ſay ,Skinze for skinne and all thy 
| Jobz.a, | 4 man bath will hee give for the redemption of his life. It wee have| 
atany time found our heart ſo glewed to wealth, that we have beene 
lingring about it, to the maniteſt indangering of our lives, much 
more our ſoules, we ſhould even heartily condemne our ſelves fortoo 
great loyers of riches. : | 
| | Another finne in Lot, was, thar he was too timerous and durſt 
| not commit himſelfe tothe Mountaines (whither yer he was faine| 
at lengthto flic) for feare leaſt ſome or other miſchicfe might be- 
fall him there, and therefore was he ſo over-importunarte for the 
ſparing of that City, becauſe ic was little, might he not as wall 
have truſted the Angels direction .as his owne. conceits, and 
ſought and expected ſafety in the Mountaines, when they com- 
manded him to eſcape thither.. Doubtleſle, it is a fault not to truſt 
God with our welfare, but to caſt in our heads, whar evill may be. 
fall us there where he doth ſend us for ſafety. Let us nor yeeld to 
our owne fancies, nor frame perill to make us diſcontent with that 
eſtate to which God doth call us, for we ſhall finde at length, that 
our owne hopes will deceive us, and we ſhall be never the farther 
of from danger, becauſe we followed our owne heads. Let mee on 
70 Zoar (ſaith he) and my ſoule ſhall live, bur after, he found that 
his ſoule could nor live with comfort thexe. Live where God would 
have us live, and looke for hisproteion there where it ſhall pleaſe 
him toappoint usto live. 

Now I come to his two laſt-offences, he ſuffered himſelfe ta be 
| 6-Fee wie i) made drunken by his daughters two ſeverall times, one ſhortly after| 
| another, You ſee how agood mah may be overtaken with grievous 

finnes, and drawne-by thoſe whom he loveth and trufteth to gric- 

vous abhominations. O let us feare our ſclvesand pittie others,” and 
take heed wee ſuffer not our neereſt friends to be a ſnare unto us. 
Eſpecially beware of drunkennefle, ir is not alone a g:cart offence it 
| ſelfe, but Jajes us open to all other crimes. Make a man drunken, 
and he: will eafily be drawne to defloure his owne daughter. Keepe 
your ſelves from exceſſive drinking of wine or ſtrong drink. It is 
raging,it is mocking, it will change you into very beaſts, and make 
you runne into ſuch crimes, as your ſoules at other times would 

' even loath to thinke of, Labour to be temperate, or elſe you can 
| hardly be chaſte and modeſt. Deprive nor your ſelves of reafon by 
| \ pleaſing your palate, expoſe not your ſelves to the danger of the 
| fouleſt of all finnes, by ſo baſe a pleaſure as ſarisfying the taft oa 
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'the reliſh of this liquor. And all you Goyernours and Magiſtrates, 
ſer your ſelves with all diligent ſeverity to prevent and beate 
' downe drunkennefle ; if this offence abound, all other evills will 


abound with 1t. 


179 | 


| Now wee come to Lots benefits. Firſt, God drew him out of 
bis finnes and gave him repentance, elſe S. Peters words had not 
 beene true, that called him a jaſt man. O how great a mercy 

of God is this 2 not to call us from the ſtare of corruption ar firſt, 
' but when wee have almoſt departed backe againe 80 folly, to re- 


call us from our grievous finnes, and heale our wounded foules, 
by cauſing us to repent unfainedly. Preſume not on this mercy, 
but if you have fo:ind it, praiſe God moſt earneſtly for it, and 
[ct not the greatneſle of finne diſcourage you from returning unto 
God againe, for ſich is his grace, that ke will readily receive you | 
afrer ſuch wandrings. 

Againe, you {ce that God. gave him riches great ſtore, the 
Lord can give the ſame to other of his people with as plentiful 
a hand, but if hee doe not, you fee in Let what cauſe there is nor 
to murmure ; for riches did undoe Lot almoſt, and therefore was 


God faine to take rhem all againe, becauſe hee could not fo uſe; 
them as not to ſer his heart roo much upon them. If God hath 
beene-plcaſed to grant you theſe things, let Lots example make 


of them. 


you carcfull to kcepe your hearts from being too much inamourcd | 


Further, Lo? obtained a gracious deliverance for himſelfe and 
his wife and his daughters out of the burning of Sedome, hee la- 
mented their ſinnes and eſcapeth the puniſhment. Learne the beſt 
way to ſave your ſclves from common ſtroakes, even by be- 
wailing rhe common finnes, and prooving your fclves to be righte- 
ous perſons, Y<a, God yeclded much to Lotzs weakeneſle in 
granting hi:n leave ro goe to Zoar, and ſaving that City alſo for 
his ſake. Surely God is as ready alſo now to paſſe by weakeneſles, 


his ſervants. 

Now Lots miſery, firſt hee was taken Captive and loſt all his 
goods. Secondly, hee loſt his goods againe in Sodome. Thirdly, 
his Wife. Laſtly, hee was plagued with wicked children, that 
drew him to gricvous offences. Prepare to looſe all you have, 
c{pecially if you finde your ſoules over-carneſtly addied to them, 
and cauſe not God to pull them out of your hands by ſetting your 
hearts upon them, Prepare your hearts to looſe your yoake-fel- 
lowes by ſome ſtrange and unexpeRted accidents. Prepare to have | 
your children naught and wicked, and take heed that your owne 
tolly in chooſing for wealths ſake an cvill place of habitation be 
not an inſtrument of making them ſuch, yea learne to be thank- 


and will much more willingly grant the better digeſted petitions of | 


full that God hath yer {aved you from ſuch miſeries , and | 
make your ſmaller croſſes ſeeme lighter to you then elſe they | 


would, 


His benefits, 
1, God gaye 
him repen- 
zance, 


2. He and his 
were delivered 
out of the bure 
ning of $9 } 
dome. 


j 
His afflitions 


were foure, 


Cen 


would, by comparing them with theſe ſo heavie and burdenſome 
croſles. | 
| Now what became of Lot after all this , the Scripture deth 
not ſpeake, and therefore here wee leave and will ſpeake two 
words of his Wife alſo : firſt, the benefirs ſhee received. Se. 
condly, the finne ſhee committed. Thirdly,the puniſhment thar 
fell upon her. : | 
— ak. The benefits ſhee received were two, firſt ſhee was redeemed 
Her benefits. | from the Captivity of the Kings that had taken her ſelfe, Hus- 
:.Delyered | band, Davghter and whole Family priſoners in the Conqueſt of 
_ C2 Sodome, where they dwelt at that time, and upon their deliye. 
rance neither ſhee nor her husband had the grace to confider of ir, 
and to remoove from Sodome una dwell againe in ſome better 
2.Delivered | place neerer CAbraham. Secondly, thee was delivered ont of the 
O_— burning of Sodome together with her Husband and Daughters , 
y ſaving that ſhee made the benefit unprofitable tro her ſclte by her 
ſinning. 
All Her fin, ſhee And her finne though it ſeemed little in reſpet, yet indeed 
With, looked back q was very great. The matter was ſmall, the tranſgreſſion was great, 
1 EE. as ingreat poyſon, fullneſſe may be found in a ſmall quantity of 
liquor, even in a drop or lefle then a drop. Shee was forbidden 
by the Angell that ſent her forth ro looke backe ro Sodome, and 
| yet expreſſely againſt that charge ſhee did looke backe, the cauſe 
of that prohibition may ſeeme to have beene this, the Lord 
knowing her too eager affection to the goods ſhee left behinde her, 
would have her now caſt off that inordinate paſſion, and accep- 
ting the goodneſle of God in giving her her life for a prey, not 
ſo much as to turne and looke towards Sodome , but truſt God for 
goods who had now vonchlafed them life, but ſhee belike thin- 
king (as many of us would have thought) as good die as be ſent 
away a beggar and deſtiture of all things, could not keepe her 
heart conſtant in taking notice of the great benefit of eſcaping the| 
| fire, but out of griefe to Icave houſe and all after her, turned 
backe to ſalute rhem once againe with her eye. This ſinne 
was compounded of diſobedience ro God ſpeaking in the An- 
| gell, and diſ-eſteeme of the preſent mercy and over-gricving the 
lofle of her wealth. | 
| Take heed you give not your ſelves leave to commit a thing 
expreflely forbidden, for uſually much naughrineſſe concurreth to 
produce {uch an a&,ſo the Lord thar ſearcheth the hearr zccounteth 
that great,which your blindnefle maketh you to eſteeme nothing, and 
| ſotro puniſh it many times with ſome heaviepuniſhmenr. As it befell 
| cr puniſh» | this woman. her puniſhment wasto be turned into a Pillar of ſalt. The 
w_— | Lord inſtantly ſmore her with death, and taking her ſoule from her 
, body changed the body into a pillar, which whether it be called a 
Pillar of ſalr, becauſe ir was of thar matter, or becauſe of the 
; Everlaſting continuanceofir, as an everlaſting Coycnant is called a 
| covenalit 
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covenant of ſalt, I cannot determine. The latter ſeemeth to mee | 
the more probable, howſocver ſhee is ſer forth to us for an cn] 
ple, by which wee may informe our ſelves thus much, that j 
when God hath chaſtened us and by our chaſtiſements taken pittie | 
{upon us and granted us dcliverances, and yet wee profit ſo little 
iby both as to continue faulty in the ſame faulrs, wee ſhall then 
i finde his hand more heavie upon us by ſome exemplary blow, as 
ir is noted by Davza, that though the Lord brought the peopleout 
of Egypt, yet hee did after deſtroy them in the wildernefſe | 
| that did not beleeve. Let us feare leaſt the Lord ſee 

| us up alſo as Monuments of his juſt ſeveriry 
when hee findes us not reformed by 
| former goodnefle and 

| gentlenefſle. 
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NEE have finiſhed the things that are recor- 
=} ded of Lots felfe and his Wife. Next let 
oc} us tell you whar is recorded of his two 
Þ//&{ Daughters, Their names, their birth, their 
y\ death the Lord vouchſafeth not-to mention, 
#/ and of their life not much is- written, and 
2) thar whica is tends all to their reproach. 
SY; Firſt, good deeds we haye none for which 
to com:nend them, or in which to follow 
them, but bad deeds too many, conſidering how © great they 
were, | ie 

Their firſt finne was, that they conſulted together and agreed 
about a moſt abhominable ſinne, nay a paire of grievous crimes at 
once. In which, the firſt-borne did make the motion, and the youn- 
ger gave her confer. In the conſultation: about it, ſee what reaſon 
Induced, and what ir is to which they were inducedby thar reaſon. 
| The reaſon is, 1, Their Fathers age, who being now ſhortly to 
leave the world, they would not have his off-ſpring periſh in _ 
| . elves. 
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Gen. . The Example of Cuavr.p,&,| 
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ſelves. 2. The want of other men to company with them, there_ 
is not a man I all the earth to come in unto us after the earth, They i 
wanted other husbands to beget children of them in lawfull marri. 
monie ; Surely thcir late abode in Zoar might cauſe them toknoy, 
|| that the whole world was not deſtroyed, if they meant that there 
was never another man left withwhom they might joyne themſelyes, 
they did beguile themſelves too too palpab! y,for onely Sodeme and Go. 
| morrha, and Admah and Zeboims, foure Cities of the plaine were | 
conſumed with fire from Heaven, the reft ſtood in their former | 
eſtate. Zoer they had ſcene ſtanding and left ic with their Father, 
and ſecing they dwelt upon a Mountaine, they could noc bur dif- 
 cerne other Cities round about, for that Countrey was full of 
Townes and people. Ir is like therefore,thatthey meant none neere. 
unto us, none of ourblood and kindred. But why ſhould they make 
| doubr of marrying any other beſides their owne kindred, They | 
had beene betrothed to husbands in Sodewe, might they not as well 
\ marric any other Cananite as a Citizen of Sodome. Ir is apparant 
that their reaſons were frivolous and vaine, yet upon them they 
build a full reſolution of committing rwo fearefull offences, for 
they agree together ſaying, Come let us make our Father drinke_ 
Wine, and then let us lie with him to preſerve ſeed of him. They 
would ſceme each to other to be carried with libidinous fancies as: 
if Juſt led them, but thar a defire of preſerving ſeed was the motive 
to the villanous defigne. 
| Wee ſee how mans nature is eaſily drawne by weake and poorc 
grounds to runne into very loathſome and foule crimes. Better the 
| world ſhould have wanted continuance and ended in their perſons, 
then have ir ſtored with an inceſtuous off-ſpring. No other mce- 
ring together of man and woman, if it had beene in the way of Ma- 
trimony, is ſimply and of it ſelfe unlawfull, but onely that of Pa- 
rents and children, for there was a time when the Brother married 
che ſiſter without faulr, as in the beginning when the world had 
no other perſons in it but brethren and fiſters, but never at any 
time was it Jawfull for the daughters to have the Father or the Mo- 
cher the ſonne. This therefore was the moſt unlawfull mixture in 
the ſame kinde and of different Sexe that pobly could be. Yetup- 
on a ſlender pretext thar they knew not how to come by any other 
man, and ſo their Fathers poſterity ſhould periſh, they conſent to 
accompliſh it. Had they notbcene made more then ordinarily immo- 
deſt with the converſation of impure Sodomites, they would havc 
| beene reſtrained with ſhame,and bluſhing, from opening any ſuch 
' thought cach to other, had ir beene to have ſolicited another man, 
| much more their Father. But cuſtome of hearing and ſeeing ſhame- | 
full deeds will baniſh ſhame quite away, and make men bold ro ma- 
 nifeſt their. wicked conceits one to another, which elſe modeſty 
, would never ſuffer them to ſpeake of. 
Here indeed the more aged maiden is moſt blame-worthy, forthe 
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Spirit of God witneſſeth that ſhee was the firſt moover to this 
lewdnefſe,but the younger was greatly to be blamed alſo, for ſhee 
' conſented to ſuch a motion. Let thoſe that be of more age take 
' heede of giving wicked counſell ro the younger, and let rhe youn- 
\ger take heede of opening their cares to lewde advice. Let us be- 
ware wee ſuffer not our ſelves to be drawne upon pretence of I 
know not what neceſſity or urgent occaſion, to reſolve on things 
'plainely ſinfull, eſpecially ſuch as are extreamely grofſe and unnatu-} 
.rall. No neceflity can excuſe an evill deed, much lefſe when it 1s 
none other buta counterfeit and'falſe appearance of neceſſity. Would 
thele ſiſters have deferred their defires a while, they might have 
\ found their Father at length willing ro have left that hole ina Moun- 
taine, and to have converſed againe amongſt men. Why had they 
not rather perſwaded him to leave that ſolitary kinde of living, 
and betaken himſelfe to his Unkle Abraham, who was not growne 
either ſo niggardly or unkinde, but thar he would have welcomed 
them with good cntertainement. Why had they not taken up any 
reſolution, rather then venture on this monſtrous abomination ?2-Let 
not the Divell and carnall reaſon beſet us ſo farre, as to faine 
to ourſclves ancceſſity of cvill-doing, and then to grow bold to —_ 
evill. 

But what did they doe now, to make their Father inceſtu- 
ous? Surely make him drinke wine not moderately and in due quan- 
tity, for then his wits would have beene his owne ſtill, and his 
{anRified conſcience would have armed him ſufficieently againſt all 
their moſt wanton carriages; yea the graviry of his countenance and 
 parentall authority would have affrighted them from laſcivious words 
,and geftures, that rended to produce ſuch an effect. They there. 
fore make him ſtarke drunke with wine, making him by little and 
liletake into him ſuch a quantity as would bury his underſtanding, 
; conſcience and all, and turne him into a bruit creature, and then 
they doubr not bur that they may eafily allure him to commit folly 
with them. A fearcfull fione it is to refolve before hand upon 


is bad enough, but ro make him drunke of purpoſe ro make him 
filthy after, that is much worſe. Here is amoſt wicked end pro- 
pounded, which would make athing it ſelfe otherwiſe lawfull ut- 
terly finnefull, if done for ſuch a purpoſe. Here is alſo a meanes 
utterly wicked, though it had beene uſed for a moſt lawfull end,bur 
whenend and meanes are both ſoremarkeably and cxorbirantly ſinful, 
now great was that finne, Had they began alone to drinke for; 
cheerefull refreſhing of themſelves and their old Farther, and then 
one Cup drawing on another had at unawares made both them- 
ſelves and rheir Father drunke, and then unpurpoſedly fallen to 
wanton imbraces and foto inceſt, that had beene finne enough. But 


[Juch awickedneſſe as this, and that alſo as a loade-ftone ro draw | 
on another worſe wickednefſe. To make one drunke for any cauſe 
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|clude fully that they would doe ſuch a thing, this ſhewes that they 
| had ſmothered thcir conſciences, and were indeed void of all good. 
neſle. 

O take heed of giving your ſelves leave deliberately to finne, take 
heed of ſetting downe a wicked concluſion in your mindes, and ſay. 
ing, come and let us doe this or this that you know is naught. This 
| is not fo ſlip into the mire but to wallow in tt, this is a preſumptuous 
and a wilfull finne. This is to yeeld your ſclves captives to finne, 
and to ſhew your ſelves ſervants ot ir. And 1t any one hath in ſuch 
ſort finned, great repentance is neectull to waſh away ſo grear a 
crime. 

But if they had agreed in haſt to perperrate this Iewdneſle and yer 
' before the time came of acting ic, had caited ro mind the loathſome. 
| ncfle of the ſinne, and repenting of cheir navginty intention, forborne 
toprocced , the matter would rot have beene ſo fowle, then ir might 
have beene attributed to weakeneſſe and haſt. Þur they zoe onin it, 
the clder ſhee firſt begins, and then the renewes the matter ty her 
| Siſter, who is ecafily perſwaded to foilow her, and for. ls gn. 
| ſent to doe evill and performe iralſo. This is a grea: agg;. ,c- » 
ſinne, that if one have ſome Iciſure berwixt the reſolving ad oxe- 
cuting, yet he hath perſiſted in his wicked reiolution, and wanted | 
the grace to chavge his mind. Pei fiſting in an evill purpoſe, ſhewes 
much blindnefſe of mind and hardnefle of heart, and proves that God 
hath for puniſhment of wilfulneſſe even given one overto his owne 
hearts luſts. 

But now the elder begins to offend, as it were to imbolden her 
| Siſter, as if ſhee ſhould fay, I will begin it rhou wilt come after, I 
will doe itro night ifthouwilt ſecond mee anoiiter night, ſo ſheſinnes 
| of purpoſe to give her Siſter a bad example, to animate her to the 
{ like. Thoſe finnes are very grievous, in which a man ſeckes not alone 
to ſatisfie his owne evill deſires, but alſo to corrupr another, and 
draw him to the like evill. The finne is greater by how much more 
love of finne is diſcovered, and he loves finne exceeding much, that 
labours to increaſethe number of'its ſervants. 

Further, having layne with her Father, ſhee ſpeakes of it to her 
Siſter, rather in way of boaſting then out of ſhame, and perſwades | 
heralioto doc thelike. It is awickednefle of an high nature ro com- 
mit great ſinnes, and after be rouched with no remorſe forthem, yea 
rather to talke of them with abold face, as ifthey were deedes ar leaſt 
not deſerving blame, and when wee have done evill, to preſſe our 
| examples upon othersto imitate. It feemes the younger Siſter would 
| not have followed, but that the elder provoked her the ſecond time. 
| To uſe a kind of importunity towards another, and preſſe themagaine 
| and againe to naughtineſſe, is a proofe of one ſer upon finne with a full 
' bent of will. | 
| Nowthe ſecond Sifter, ſhe followes her Siſtersevill deeds,and evil 


. counſcll,. and they commit the ſame ſinne the ſecond time with the 
ſame 
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|came wilfulneſſe, for the elder is as guilty of her Siſters inceſt as of _ | 
[her owne. Men having tranſgrefſed the bounds of modeſty, grow | 


Qui /emel we-l 
extreamely careleſſe, and eaſily commit the ſecond time whar they | — 
|have ventured upon the firſt. Ir is more difficulty to forbeare repea- | gravirer rmpu.| 
ting of a finne then committing ir, as iris ro drive out an enemy then pong fe 0 
iro keepe him out. Give ſinne a ſtrong deniall ar firſt, ſo ſhall webe | 
| ſooneſt rid of it. 5 | | 
| Now let us conſider the offences themſclves, for hitherro we have | --, .. __. | 
{looked alone into certaine aggravations ofthem. Firſt to make atnan ' tr >, whey 
drunke, this is a grievous fine, a purpoſed lying in waite to vver- , 7k: mheir Fa- 
come another with wine or firong drinke, is a foule faults irhath irs Of OE 
origina!l ever in ſome further evill intention, cither to laugh at che | 
offenders, or otherwiſe ro wrong them, as here, and draw them to 
ſome wickednefle or inconvenience, whici elſe rhey would nor he! 
drawne unto. He ſeekes miſchief to his neighbour, that ſcel.es rg. 
ſpoile him of his underſtanding, and makes him a beatt, that ho may 
draw him to bcaſtly deeds. Come now and confider your fclcs, 
ifrone of you have thus ſinned againſt your bretheren. Hz is worte 
[then a drunkard, that is a maker of drunkards ; aman may be drunke 
'of mecre weakeneſle, bur it is wilfulnefſe rthar cauſeth another to be 
drunken. He loves this finne more, that cauſeth it in another, then 
' hee that commits the ſame himſclfe; If any of you have lo ſinned 
| againſt his brother, he is a very lewd man, and muſt anſwer for that ' 
finne before God with more {cverity then the perſon thar hath beene | 


drawne into 1t by his meanes. Much repentance therefore is required | 


| 
of ſach an offender. | 
| Tn keeping himſelfe ſober for an evill end, hee is worſe then if: 
himſclfe had beene drunken for company. Theie two ſiſters did | 
keepe rheinſelves free from excefle, thar they might better abuſe 
their owne reaſon to worke upon thcir Fathers unreaſonableneſſe, 
| Had they beene all overcome of wine, inceſt had not fo cafily fol- 
owed from drunkenneſſe; but now that the man is ſwallowed up of 
 {wine, and the woeman not ſo, they prevailed more cafily to make 
their Father lewd. Ir is a drunken ſobriery thar is dire&ed to un- 
|cleanciſe, they would not bz drunken becauſerhey defired to be fil- 
thy. Some men boaſt that themſelyes have borne their cups where- 
| with another hath beene overcome, but that ſoberneſl= makesthem 
greater offenders, then if they exceeded meaſure in drinking. Wher- 
fore you muſt blame your ſelves with exceeding deteftation of your | 
ſelves, if you have abuſed a thing otherwiſe vertuous to make another 
man more vitious. Thou mad'ſt another to take cup after cup, thar 
when he had loſt his wits, and thou kepſt thine, thou mighteſt berter 
prevaile to draw him unto further wickedneſſe, thy ſoberncſſe was 
as bad and much worſe then his drunkennefle. O that you would ſee 
and 11ment your extreame ungraciouſneſſe in this abuſing both wit in 
yourſelves, and wantof wit in others. 
| But now Lot 1s drunken and fitted for any wickedneſſe, the two | 
R 4 Siſters 
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Their ſpecial] 


Annes, 


Abrabams con- 
federates, 


Their yertues, 


I. They were 
friends to A- 
brabam. 


Siſters in their turnes goe to bed tro him and folicite him to abuſe 
their bodics,and prevaile with him,becauſc he had not reaſon to know 
' whar hee did. Inceſt is a moſt unnaturall crime, yet the wicked 
| nature of man is apt to runne into it, and that wilfully. O what 
'a filthy heart hath a man and woman, thar can tranſgreſle all the 
diQates of reaſon ro ſatisfie impure defires, No perſon comes 
amiſſe to luſt, the Father will ſerve as well as another man, when 
| the lewdedefire hath prevailed, they carenot with whom the fan]: 
be committed ſo that it be committed. Have none of you given 
| way fo farre to libidinous defires, as to mixe your ſelves unlaw-} 


t 


fully and without marriage with thoſe, ro whom you might not ; 
have drawae neere, no not in the warrantable imbraces of Matti. 
[mony? Is there not ſome inceſtuous man or woman amongſt you, 
yea ſome thar hath not out of weakeneſſe but purpoſely run int 
'inceſt? The crime is not ſo often committed in ſo high a degree, 
bur yetſomerimes it falleth our in the world, that men may learne 
there is more cvill in their nature then they would have beleeved, 
burrhat experience reacheth it; we have not another example of it 
in Scripture, bur here are two at once, that wee might learne to| 
know how bad a nature we have. And ſo much for their finnes 
common to both, making their Father drunke, and then going to 
!bedto him, for marter, and for manner purpoſely and without re. 
morſe and without any ſorrow after, for when they had borne chil. 
' dren, they give them ſuch names as prooved that they rather boaſted} 
of the crime then bewailed it, _Am#m0n the ſonne of my peoples, 
| CAloab of my Father, as if they had rejoyced at their happineſlein} 
being with childe by their owne Father. It is a curſed thing to| 
ſinne, more tobe ſo hardned as not to lament it afterwards, moſt 
to make a mans ſelteglad of it. 

Their ſpeciall finnes arc, the elder perſwades to the finne, then 
| gives a bad example, and after againe incourageth her Siſter, and 
the younger yeelds and followes. O fee this naughtineſſe and take 
heede. Hitherto of Abrahams ſonnes, ſervants, 2nd wives, and 
'oneof his children and of his Kinſman Lot, his Wife and daughters. 

Now of ſome others that lived with him, firſt his confederates 
CAner, Eſhcol, and Hamre, iecondly, Ephron the Hittite, thirdly, 
King Pharaoh of Ezypt, tourthly, King _1bimelech. Then of the 
| Kings that did take Lot and ſo of the Sodomites, Now for cAner, 
|E ſhcol, and cAtamre, they were three Brethren, Hittites, of whole 
birth and dearh nothing 1s revealed, bur inthcir lives two things arc | 
[recorded deſerving our obſervation and imiration. Firſt, they were 
| friends and confederates with 4 braham appeares, Gen.14.13. SC-| 
; condly, they did faichtully performe the office of friends, and con- 
| federates. For the firſt, theſe three Brethren were in league with 
; CAbraham, joyned in a Covenant with him for mutuall helpe of 
| each other againſt any that ſhould wrong any of them. Their 
; Icague ir may ſeeme was offenſive and defenſive. | 
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| Tris a wiſe and good part to live in friendſhip with godly men! [55809 
and to be knit to ſuch in covenanrs of amity, peace and muruall; : frond as het 
helpe, as Hiram King of Tyre was in coycnant with David and with  29-ly. 
$alemen his ſonne after him, and it is recorded to his praiſe that hee | 
was alwaics a lover of David. For by this meanes great benefits are 
brought unto a man. | | 
| Firſt, he ſhall ſce their good converſation and heare their wiſe | 
words, and enjoy their good counſel! and their godly prayers and | 
ſo bein poſſibility ro be wonne to goodnefle by them, at leaſt to 
a vertuous and civill converſation through their meanes, for hee that | 
 walketh with the wiſe ſhall be made wiſe, as he that walketh with fin- 
ners ſhall be made worſe by them. He that commeth where ſweere 
ſpices and ointments are ſtirring, doth carry away ſome of their 
ſweet ſayour even though hee thinke nor of it, ſo ſhall a man re-} 
ceive ſome ſavour and taſte of goodnefſe from good men, if hee 
live friendly and familiarly with them, | 
Againc, the Lord had undertaken with {braham, to be a friend | 
to his friends and an enemie to his enemies, and to bleſſe them. 
that bleſſed him as well as to curie them thar curſed him. Where- | 
fore in entertaining friendſhip with them, a man doth intereſt him- | 
ſelfe into ſome degree of Gods favour and blcſſing according to. 
that premiſe, for God hath tied himſclfe as well to all _Avra- 
hams ſonnes, even all the faithfull, as well as to himſelfe ; you ſee. 
the profir of ſuch aſſociation with good men, | 
Wherefore they muſt be reprooved that are imbittered againſt | 
ghdly men and are enemies to thoſe that love God, hating men | 
even for goodneſle ſake, and perſecuting them for righteouſneſle | 


fake, withour doubt theſe provoke God to fight againſt them and - 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


Proy, 13.20. 


to become anenemy untothem,joyning in the quarrell of rhe Saints, 
| which indeed for his take they have taken np againſt chem. Ir isan 
{ cvill thing to be a foe to thoſe that feare God, and ir (hewes not | 
| alone an abſence of goodnefle bur alſo a great ſtrength of wicked. | | 
; nefle. Heis ſurely carried by Satan at his pleaſure, and a flavein 
{a great degree to the Divell, that cannot endure the image of God 
.Inaman. And yctour Lord tells his ſervants, that they ſhall be hated of | Mar,1o.22, | 
| all men for his names ſake. - 
| Burnow lerevery man learne of theſe three wiſe men to make | 
| choice of godly men for friends, familiars and allics. If a man be | | 
hot himſe}fe a worſhipper and ſervant of God, yet let him ar leaft- | | 
; Wiſe like and love thoſe in whom goodnefle ſhineth. The Centu: ! | 
| rian Inlius, by being courteous and friendly to Pau! who was thenhis | 3 25: 
; prizoner gate his life and the life of his ſouldiers for a reward, for | 
| God gave unto Paul all the priſoners that were in the ſhip with him. 

| So many bleſſings as anaturall man is capable of, he ſhall aſſured] 
obtaine from God by the praycrsof his ſervants,who cannot chooſe 
according to the precept of our Saviour, burpray for their perſecutors, 
| much more fortheir friends and favourers. | | 
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js They helped Now another good thing in theſe three brethren is ti-\*.thar ac- 
abraham ard | cording to their covenant and confederation they did .ogrd| 
__ helpe ro Abraham and joyned their ſtrength with him , +» 

fight againſt the foure Kings for the recovering of Lot Abrahams 
' Couſin, and performed their part with fo much courage, that bra. 
; harz got the victory and worine his brother and all the ſpoile of 
| Sodome, for which alſo Abraham was carefull that they ſhould haye 
| a full reward, in taking thcir part of the booty which himſelfe for. ; 
' bare to take. | 
This Example muſt be followed of all good men, when they | 


have made a covenant, thcy muſt ſo ſtand unto it, and be ready tg. 
afftoord fuch helpe and performe all ſuch offices as by covenant 
they have obliged themſelves unto ; Covenants and agreements muſt | 
be duly kept, though the things be ſuch which come to be dune. 
as require labour, coſt, and hazard : for this 3s a praGile of rhar ' 
excellent vertue of truth er fidelity, then which nothing is more! 
necdfull forthe common proſperity of humane ſocicties, fot unlefſe 
men may truit one anorhe1s words, what living can there be tope- | 
ther in the world, and withovr truitineflc in thoſe that make promi- 
ſes, there is no beleeving their promiſes and ſo the finewes of the! 
| world areas it were cut afunder or cracked. Therefore in the 15, 
' Pſal-xe it is indeed a ſigne of a godly man, that when hee hath) 
ſworne in covenant or otherwiſe, he will nor change-though it thauld | 
fall outro be for his hurt. Fairh requires that the thing be done which | 
. hath beene ſpoken, and how can hee challenge the name of a 
| 'good man, in whom faithfullneſſe is not found © or how: 
ſhould it be expected that hee will be fairhftull with God, whom 
hee never ſaw that is not Faithfull ro his nei9hbour whom hee ſecs 
daily. 
' Wherefore let every man compare himſelfe with theſe civill 
righreovs men, and fce whether himſclfe hath carried himſelfe as 
honeſtly and juſtly as the very lighr of narure inſtruted them to, 
doe, I meane whether he hath faithfully kepr his covenents, for 
how fſhajl hee be able to juſtihe his right and intercit unto the 
honourable name cf a true Chriſtian man, that falleth ſhort of 
thoſe vertues which many of the Gemiles have carefully pradti- | 
cd. 

' And if any mans heart accuſe him of unfaithfullnefſe and flip- ! 
perincile in this kinde, Jet him humble himſelfe and be muchaſhs-* 
med of it. Should we not Þluth fo fee Heathens exceed 3 1n good j 
converſation and thacorr righreouſneſſe isnot greater then rh 't of the 
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£1 Phariſees who did ar leaſt equall the Hearhen in righteous dealing. | 
; Surely they ſhall never be admitted into the Kingdome of Heaven, | 


| before whom the Gen*iles have gone in good behaviour of lite ; yet 
| any cherec be profcjitne to be Chri::tans, whoſe untruftineſle this way 
 fillerh the mourhes of all rhar deale with them with juſt and gric- 

vous complaints. Tozy be ſopoſlefied with felfe-love, that _—_ 
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they have made a covenant promiſe or compadt, the leaſt diſad- 
yantage will make them uſe the craftinefſe of wit to winde them- 
| Ifelves out and neglect rheir covenants. They know how to 

ric others hard and leave themſelves looſe, through the looſencfle of 
an evill conſcience. Theſe are men that be guilty of negleCing ju- 
tice, judgement, and faithfullnefle, and it they ſtreine never ſo muck 
at gnats and ſwallow theſe camells, our Saviour will be bold to. 
intitle them, as he doth the Phariſees, and pranounce a woe a-| 
oainft them, ſaying, Woe unto you Scribes and Phariſees Hypocrites, 
Learne now to be very {orrowfull, if you have carried your ſelves | 
more unrighteouſly in this kinde, then the honeſter ſort of thoſe! 
have done who lived out of the confines of the Church, and be | 
carcfull to repent by their example, that their goodnefle may not 
riſe up in judgement againſt you and condemne you. And refolve 
with your fſclves I pray you, now to preferre your credit 
before any other thing in this earth, and to put your ſelves up- 
on loſſe! and hazard, rather then incurre the deſerved reproach 
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of men faichleſſe and diſhoneſt. It is not witrie tricks and devi- 
ces that will ſave you - from reprehenfion befqre the Lord and 
your owne confciences and other men, your name ſhall rot and 
ſtinke and become loathſome, if you deale untruſtily, though you! 
paint your evill deeds over with never ſo faire and trim excuſes, | 
Wit is never more abuſed, then when it is madea patron and a pro- 
tour for falſehood and evill dealing. Be righteous therefore in 
this particular, and pur your ſelves in minde of your promiſes and 
covenaNts tokeepe them, you cannot but know, that this 1s a duty 
your conſciences require you to doe to others, even as you defire 
'rhatthey ſhould deale with you, and therefore muſt needes con-| 
demne you for iuch falfitie which your ſelves with open mouth 
are ready to cry out againſt in others. And ſo much for theſerhree 
; MEN. 

| Now for Zphron the Hittite he is named alone once, Ger.23.10. 

and in his carriage we obſerve three things deſerving commendari. 

on and fit to be imirated by us. Firſt, he ſalures 44raham with ho- 

nourable and courteous language, ſaying, my Lord heare mee, and 

againc, my Lord heare mee. Secondly, he was liberall and kinde to 

Abraham, and offered freely to give him the Cave in which: he dcfi- 

red to bury Sarah. Thirdly, he was juſt and true in his word, he 

told Abraham a due and right price, and made him good and full afſu- 

rance of it, when hee received the money. The Holy Ghoſt hath 

not for nothing inſerted theſe ſtories of Scripture, the vertuons de- 

portment even of Heathens courtefie, bounty, and juſtice be ſweet 

vertues, they commend the praQiſer of them to the conſciences of 

men, they adorne him with reall honour, and make him to finde 

| both love and praiſe from all hearts and mouthes. They be winning | 
vertues, -and give a man a kinde of command inthe hearts of wiſe 

men, eſpecially they become men of good place and ability, for 
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|them the greateſt eſtate could. They are gcnerous ornamentsang 
| ſer forth a man more then any gallantneſle of a'tire or, houſe-roome, 
I beſeech you fall in love with them, and put rhem in continual! 
|  pratiſe, deale in couneous faſhion with all, beready to give free. 
| ' ly and deale juſtly in asking price and making affurances. Why 
| ſhould aman yeeld himſcite ro aſterne and curriſh kinde of ſpeech ? 
Why ſhould he be fowre in his carriage , niggardly and pinching in 
| | his converſation, and unjuſt and over-reaching in his bargaines? N4. 
| rure teacheth us that which S. Pant teacheth of wearing long haire, 
| x Cor. 52.24, | that it zs a ſhame 10 him that doth it, and thar the contrary is as it is 
Hb | affirmed, that long haire is to a woman # glory nuto h:r. Doenotthar 
{ which muſt nceds be reproachtull, neglect not that which muſt} 
i needs be gracefull, Be kinde one to another, be bountifull, be 
righteous, ſhew thar neither ſ{clfe-love nor rhe Jove of money doth 
| poſſefle you, the former of which cauſcrh auſtereneſle of carriage, 
| | rhe latter niggardlinefle and unjuſt dealing. Prefle your ſelves to 
| theſe vertues and fay, ſhall not religion make mee more vertuous, 
| rhen Heatheniſme maderhis H:2rize f ſhall I belefle affable, bounte- | 
| ons, righteous ro my brethren and neighbours, then a ſtranger of 
another nation and another religion was to © Abraham who did but 
ſojournenecre him? We are ill Schollers inthe Schoole of our bleſſed 
Saviour, if we receive not þctter inſtructions from him, then can be 
found in an Heathen teacher ; yea we Chriſtians muſt practiſe the ſame 
vertues in a better manner, on better grounds and to better ends. We 
| muſt be courteous, and for conſcience ſake, not barely for credit, 
to pleaſe God, not alone to winne men, and to thoſe that wrong us 
; and deale frowardly with us, not alone to them that are conrtcous 
| unto us, Theſe vertues ſimply in themſelves cannot intitle us tothe 
{name of members of Chriſt, unlefle wee doe them with reference 
'to Gods Commandement- and authority, bur being ſo as it were 
dipt in true religion, they will become Seales of our faith and cauſe 
unro u5 an ample recompence, 
| So I ſhould have ſaid of the former verttes commended in the three 
| fore-named Brethren, of being friends ro the righreous, not ſo much 
| for righteouſnefſe ſake as for other commendable parts, wee ſec in 
\them, or for the hope wee may have to be advantaged by them. j 
; This will not approove aman to be a true Chriſtian, but to love a 
' righ:eous man in the name of a righteous, an ©4braham becauſe he 
is an «Abraham, ſervantto the moſt high God, this is a dueſigne of 
| | one ſanQified. Bur I have Gdigrefled and now returne agalne to my 
| Exhortation; I pray you out-ſtrip the Heathen in all vertues and ct 
| | your converſtng amongſt your neighbours be as faire and winning 25 
| | thar,of theirs could be. So for theſe men. 
Phaxach, | Now two Kings had occaſion of intermedling with Abraham, 
the King of Egypt, Pharach into whoſe countrey Abrahams went to 
1ojourne, for the tamine that oppreſſed Canaer, as you kave itrclated, 
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in Gen.12-12,14+ in him we haveto obſerve ſome bad things and ſome 


d. 
Brick, he ſhewed himſelfe luſtfull and wanton, and overſlaviſh to | His faults. 
abcautifull face, for he quickly hearkned to his ſervants that commen- | } {© oy 
| ded Sarabs fairenefſe ro him, and tooke her into his houſe: what a | 
vanity and folly and exccfſive ingagement to luſttull pleaſures is this 
' ina man? that he can no ſooner heare of a faire woman, bur he muſt 
| covet and take herro him. Tris an impotency very incident.to mans 
| nature, to be too much led with a faire face, with the mixture of the 
two colours white and red, and the comely proportion of the face. 
The ſence of ſeeing over-beares them, and rhey ſcarce looke to any 
| thing ſo much ina woman, as that which Salons experience made 
him call vanity and deccitfulnefle, favour and beauty. We that 
have greater helpes to mortification, ſhould not ſuffer our paſſions 
to be {o farre maſters over us. Surely Pharashs Courticrs were well ac- 
quainted with his inchnation inthar kind, rhey would not elfe have 
brought him ſo quicke tidings of Sara/s good tace. Ir is a blame- 
worthy weakeneſfe in a Heathen, much more in a Chriſtian, ro 
make uſe of the meanes which God hath given him to mortify ſuch 
paſſions, and let reaſon h:ve dominion over you, rather then eye- 
fight and fancy. If Pharaoh had knowne her to be Abrahams wite, it 
way ſecme, he would not have taken her from him for all her beauty, 
| and be none of you worſe then Phayavh pretended hee would have 
| beenc, to let beauty winne you to be adulterers, corrupters of thoſe 
you know to be other mens wives. Letnor your dotage upon acome- 
| [ly viſage, make you ruſh into ſo foule a crime as adultery. Remem- 
ber what Salomon ſaith, deſire not her beauty to thy hart, be not taken with | Pro.6.25, | 
| hex eje-lias, : 
| Further it was a faultinhim, that he carried himſelfe over churliſh- me" _ 
ly to Abraham, and in a kind of revengefull paſſion and chiding of churliſhly ws 
him, for calling her fiſter and not wife, and ſo hazarding him to | Abrabam. | 
| adultery, and inthat paſſion ſending him packing out of his countrey. 
In anger and diſpleaſure to take 'a man up for a fault, and drive him 
\away, make him be gone, is ſurcly too great an yeelding to that di- 
ſtemper, which receiving of injuries doth worke, even akind of heate 
and unlovingneſle againſt the doer of them. Take you heed of giving 
your ſclyes ſo farre over to wrath. That he did reprove Abraham was 
well, that hee did ir over angerly and ſo diſpatched him out of his 
( Countrey, this was not well. Shunne what was evill in him, and if 
youfollow any thing, follow that was good. 

And now take you notice of what was good inhim. Firſt ſo ſoone| 11; yeriues 
as he perceiveth that God had puniſhed him for taking Sarah, in re- | r.He difmiſed 
gard ſhe was a married wife, hce preſently diſmiſſeth her, ſo ſub- _ arg 
mitting himſelfe tro Gods hand, and not hardening his heart againſt Acari 
ſtripes. O how happy ſhould we be? if wee could ſpecdily obſerve | be marucd, 
Gods corrections, and finding out the cauſe by diligent inquiry, rid 
our handes and houſes inſtantly of thoſe offences whichare matterof 
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(braban *1"'! ters ſake, ſo was ſhe reputed then, and by that meanes he grew jn 
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| provocation to him. How many miſcries might wee eſcape by ſv 
' ſpeedy-an obſervation of Gods hand and purpoſe, and a ready yee]- 
' dance to him. Pray we to Godto give us {uch a quickefight, ſuch 
' aſtooping diſpoſition. He that gave it to an Heathen man, will much 
| more give it to a Chriſtian. And if any of you have beene ſtoute 
againſt God Pharaoh-like, let him abhorre himſelfe thar hath ſthew. 
ed leſſe piety then this Pharaoh did. Ic is a proofe of ſome ſ{oftneſſe 
| of heart, to be driven from ſin even by great »lagues. | 

:. He wed 4 Another vertue in him was, that he uſed _1brabam kindly for his 
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Phe, riches abundantly. Favourable dealing. with a man for his friends: 
' ſake, eſpecially for a faire ſiſter, a kinſwomars ſake, is a kinde of 
' baſtard curteſie, and may betall a mar; given to luſt, yea many times 
| the kindneſſe of ſuch is more wonne by ſuch a motive, then by any 
better deſervings. Let us doe the ſame thing, but on better grounds, | 
let the beauty of vertue make us eſteeme and countenance thoſe that 
| ſhew it, more then a beautifull Siſter or Kinſwoman : but better be 
lovingtoa good man even upon ſuch afiniſter reſpe, then nor at allro 
be courteous to him. | 
;.He les 4| Another thing wherein this man dealed well, was thar he dealt 
braham depar'| not over harſhly with Abraham, bur lets him goe without offering in- 
ger > jury unto him in anything hee had. He doth not take his life from 
iury robim. | him as Abraham feared he would have done, nav nor his ſervants, nor 
his goods, nor any part of them; burtakes order for his ſafe pafſage 
; and condu& out of his Countrey. Let us ar leaſt fo moderate our 
| anger, thatif it drawus to a little unkindnefle and ſourenefle of car- 
riage, which is one degree of revenge, yet it may not cauſe us to 
| leape over the pale of juſtice, and to uſe unrightcorſneſſe and cruelty 
' againſt thoſe from whom we have received injury So Pharaoh was 
not ſo farre tranſported with anger, though perhaps he might have 
beene ableto have done it, and it may ſeeme art firſt ſight that he had 
cauſe of doing ſo. But it ſeemeth that the ſence of Gods great plagues 
had made him begin to ſee, that God was a deare friend of Abrahams, 
and that he ſhould have incurred further wrath for wronging himin 
| other things wittily, whoſe injurics God did proſecute fo ſeverely, 
even when it was done 1gnorantly and unwittingly. We oughtto have 
| more feare of God before us, then any King of Ezypt. Deale juſtly 
| therefore, let mengoe fromus with all they have, make not boldto 
| wreake your teeme on any man, by ſending him away without his 
| OWNE. 
| Butit isto be noted, that God plagued Pharaoh for his doing hurt 
' to LAbrahamthough beyond his knowledge, even with great plagues, 
; you ſee that ſometimes unwitting ſinnes make God very angry with 
| men, when done againſt his deare and faithfull ſervants,in things neere 
' and deareunto them, for he is a Father rothem and full of compaſſion, 
i and pitrieth their caſe whenthey figh and mourne before him, O with 
, how much heavier evills v1ill he plague them who wittingly and = 
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wid, It was good for me that T was afflited, that Tmight learne thy rizhteous 
judgements. Will not men pay well for a plaiſtec that hath avertue to 
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ſet purpoſe doc wrong them. How ſhall his anger burne againſt pre- 
{ſumptuous and wilfull ſinners © when ſuch heate ariſeth upon occaſion 
of finnes of mecre ignorance. Take you heed of cauſing his wrath to 
ariſe againſt you for ſuch crimes, ſure his ſword will cut of for ſuch 
fultes, if it wound and cut deepe for the farre leſſer. 

And againc, ſee that even plagues ſometimes are ſent to doea man 
more good then hurt, even to keepe a man from ſuch ſinnes, as but 
for them he would have committed, and to make him ſee and leave 
thoſe which he did live in before and not obſerve. Ir was a benefit to. 
Pharaoh that he was ſo fcourge, I conceive that this Pharaoh was not a 
maa ſnified, for then God would have waned him by dreame or 
ſome other way, as hee did Ab:melec5, rither then by ſeverity of 
plagues ; bur itis akind of favour to any ran to be kept from fin, even 
by heavy plagues. 

Surely che Lord will doe as much for his owne people, as for the 
Egyptians, rather drive them ot oftheir fins by ſharpeneſſeof blowes, 
then thar they ihall live and die in chem and periſh. Happy is that 
ſmart or paine that preyents a greater hurt. The Lord had rather his 
people ſhould ſuffer any thing, then continue in finne to their deſtructi- 


on, their outward fame troubles him not ſo much as their inward 
wickedneſle. Therefore if you find by experience that Gods hand 
hath reſtrained you from much evill, and your owne ſoules can ſay, 
ſuch and ſuch a fin I ſhouid never have ſecne, never have left, if God 
had not by his ſcourges and blowes even forced me to open mineeyes, 
and ſee them, and to caſt them away even as it were againſt my will ; 
be you thankfull ro God for ſuch cha*iſements, learne to ſay as Da- 
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cure the fore ? though it put the member to ſmarting paine. Surely 
he doth nor hateſin ac cording to its hatefulnefle, that hath nor learned 
to be glad of any affliction which keepeth him from fin, or drawes him 
out of it, And now if any of you doe lie under heavy plagues, let him 
become an humble ſuiter ro God, to vouchſate him as much 


g0odnefle as he pleaſed to grant unto this Pharaoh, cven 
to ſhew him the ceuſe for which he ſmiterh, and 
to give him notice of his faults and powerto 
reforme them, we might haſten our 
deliverance out of calamitics,if 
we would turne themto 
this purpoſe, 
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= Nother man is mentioned living in Abrahams 
y, time, with whom alſo Abrahams had occaſion 
A": to converſe, Hee was a King ruling over a 
P city called Gerar, in the countrey of rhe Phi- 
© liſtins, In his countrey Abraham ſojourned, 
you have the ſtory of him, Ger.20.8 21. v. 
22. 4d finem, Of his birthand death nothing 
is recorded, Bur in his life we muſt obſerve, 
Firſt, His fault. Secondly, His good deedes. 
Thirdly, His crofles, Fourthly, his Benefits. 

One fault alone of his wee reade of, v:z. that he rooke Sarahto 
him, minding to make her his wife: we ſee him offending inthe ſame 
kinde that Pharaoh King of Egypt was noted before to have offended 
in. Hee was tco too libidinous, and over-taken with an inordinate 


ſtranger ſingularly faire did come into his countrey, he would needes 
take her co himſelfe, and thatnot ſo much by perſwaſion and intreaty, 
as by violence and ſtrong hand, for ſo much ſecmerh to be ſignified 
| by the word hee tooke hey, hee ſent and tooke her, hearing of a beau- 
tifull perſon, and having ſpoken with Abraham, and finding her hy 
S-3 E 
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afteAtion to: beauty, Hee had wives enough before, yet when one | 
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Abiamclech, | 
nothing 1s ſaid 
of his birth | 
and death, 
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| be his ſiſter alone and not his wife, for the former both of them affir. / 
' med. the latter he did nor inquire of ſo diligently as to learne the 
' truth fromthem, he reſolved to have her to himſelfe. God himſelfe' 
after doth ſeeme to acquit «<4b:melech of any adulterous intention, 
|for when hee alledged that he had done this in the integrity of his | 

hearr, God himſcelte beareth witnefle to his uprightrneſle in thar re. : 
ſpet ſaying, 1 know thin didſt this in the integrity of thy heart, mea. 
ning, that he thought verily that ſhe was onely ſiſter, not yoake-fellow 
ro Abraham, and thar if hee had knowne her to have beene a wife ! 
he would not have taken her; ſo that he was free from intending tg 
commit adultery, but from an exccſhve defire of Heauty hee is nor ? 
free, for why ſhould a man be ſo carried after women, that if heſce 
any beautifull Virgin, hce muſt needes enjoy her, and not ſatisfie' 
bimſelfe with ſuch wives as he had raken before « This verily muſt: 
needes be a finne, for God did not appoint the ſocicty of man and. 
man for pleaſures ſake, that a man might ſecketo ſatisfie himſelfe in 


rhe delight of imbracing ſo many faire women as he could ger, but 


for the increaſe of, and ſtoring of the world with people. Let us 


| learne vertue out of other mens vices. This is the ſole fault which | 
rhe Holy Ghoſt noteth inthis man, not becauſe he had not more, bur. 
ecacs this alone was that wherein hee wronged Abraham and 
' Sarah, of whom the Holy Ghoſt intended principally ro make his! 
hiſtory. 

Now for his Vertues, divers good things are told of him. Firſt, 
[in reſpe@of God, Secondly,of his own ſervants, Thirdly,of Abrahan | 
and Sarah, 
| Firſt, in reſpe&t of God. When the Lord appeared unto him ina 
viſion, verſc3. and told him that he was bur a dead man, meaning, j 
, was worthy of death, and ſo ſhould certaincly die unlefle he refor- 
med himſelfe, becauſe the woman he had taken was another mans 
wife, hedid defend his innocency before God, truely alledging, that 
he did no way ſuſpe& her to be a married woman, becauſe both her 
ſclfe and CAbraham ſaid ſhe was his ſiſter, and would not be knowne 
of their being joyned together in matrimony, which alſo the Lord 
confeſſerh to be true: Yer ſo ſoone 2s God had commanded himto 
reſtore the woman, backing his commandements with promiſcsand. 


threatrs,preſently he obeyes the Lord, and returneth the matron toher 
husband. 


. 
? 
' 
? 


3: Heſpcedily Ir js a worthy vertue and a proofe of integrity, ſpeedily and rea- | 


dily to obey the word of God, and amend thoſe finnes which before | 
we did not know, when once the Lord doth vouchſafe ro make them | 
\ knowne unto us. This proveth that the ſoule is uprightly defirous to 
avoid all finnes, when tir will inftantly reforme the fault once mani- | 
teſted, To linger and put of from time to time, and ſtrive to make | 
ones ſelfeblinde, and ro winke and nor ſee the ſinne, or not addrefle | 
to a ſpeedy reformation, that is afruir of guilefulnefſe, bur to yeeld 


fo-God and ones conſcience, and without further delayes to yo: 
enc - 


all. 
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the finneand put itaway and theoccafions of it, thatis a proofe of | 
| fincerity at leaſt inthat particular. When God declarcth a fault to 
| us, bids us mend, promiſcth life 1f we doc mend, threaiens death 
' if we willnot reforme ; it we beleeve his promiſes and threats, and 


PR — —— wv 


' ſubmic to his Commandements, we ſhew 1ntegrity, 4 bimelechs Ex- | 


| ample muſt teach usrhis effect of uprightneſſe. | 
' Tf anyof us be guilty of the contrary fruit of hollowacſſe, that 
: we have neglected to acknowledge a fault beginning ro berevealed \ 
to us, and our of love tothe fiane in reſpect of any profit, credit, | 
pleaſure ir Rarrered us withall, haverather indeavoured to ſhur out the 
light by falſe reaſonings, then to receive the knowledge of the truth. 
' when ic began ro ſhine out of the cloud of ignorance, wee muſt 
greatly blame our ſelves for {ich hypocriticall behaviour. This is 
that S Par accuſeth the Gentiles of, ſaying, that Gods wrath is ma- 
nifeſt from Heaven azainſt all ungodlineſſe and unrighteouſneſſe of men 
who detaine the truth 11 unrig2teouſn:ſſe, who doe as it were impriſon 
and ſupprefic truth and hold it downe, tharir may not thew irſelfe | 
untothew, our of a love they beare to finne and wickeaneſle, And | 
ſure Gods wrati ſhall appcare evidenily againit all that tn ſuch man- | 
ner ſhall play the d:llemblers with him; how much -more then, if | 
when aman cannot ſo darken himſclte with fained pretences, bur | 
that he muſt nceds ce and conteſfle the ruth in his conſcience, ſhall 
he be guilty of a gicat finne, it til] he uphold in himſclfe a will; 
and reſolution to commit the finne, that he could not but fee to be 
afinne, or it he doe not come toa preſent reſolution of amendment, 
| bur pur it off till afterwards and purpoſe to continue offending once 
or twice or a little time longer. Shall. nor © Abimelechs example 
condemne our dilobedience before God, it we {ſhew our ſelves ſo 
\much inthralled to {in ? 
, Two things ſhew dominion of finne in a man, one where he re- 
fuſeth ro know thoigh he have duc mcanes of knowledge, and a 
certaine working of knowledge offering to convince his conſcience, 
anorher, when chough he doe know, yet he refolves to peifift in all 
vill, or at leaſt remaines irreſolurte and doth not determine to leave, 
but ſtands as ir were unſcrled in his will at leaſt for ſometime. It 
any of you finde himſclte ſo diſpoſed, it is certaine, that finne ruleth 
In him and he is not under grace, Wherefore you muſt diligently 
' proove your hearts in this reſpeR, if you defire ever ro enjoy the 
comfort of knowing your ſelves tobe upright. Now then learne to 
lend a dutifull care tro the Word of God, and ſee the ſinnes that ir 
 beginnesro ſhew you, and pur on afull and ſerled refolurion of not 
adventuring to commit them any more. And if any finde himſclfe 
ſo ſubdued tothe authority of God in all things, that he ſeeme rea- 
dy to entertaine the light of truth and to obey it, and will not ſtruggle 
and ſtriveagainſt thelighr in any thing, then may he aſſure himſelfe, 
that his heartistrue within him, and that the Lord will ſurely accept 


him and forgive his unpurpoſed offences and finnes of meere weake-) 
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' neſle andfrailty. Indeed in ſome one or two things that are too tog 
| groſle as adultery here, a man may be prepared to yceld to ruth, 
| and yetnot have anhoneſt heart to God, but he thatinall things doth 
; ' thus ſabmir himſclfe, is ſurely good before the Lord. And {6 
| | much for Abimelechs obedience to God, in that he receiveth his com. 
| ' mandements here with faith and preſent obedience, which wee ſhall 
alſo doe, if we ſeriouſly conſider his promiſes of life to the obedient 
and threarenings of death to the diſobedient, till we worke our hearts 
to a firme and ſ{t=dfaſt beleefe of them. | 
2.He:cquairizs) Now another good deed of ©Abimelech is in regard of-his ſer. 
his ſcreancs { vants, As ſoone as it is day he calls them trogerhter, and acquaint 
rity G25  |them with the things that God had revealed unto him by a dreamein 
"© the night. He doth well to ler his ſervants know the matter, that 
fo he might make them ſee the true cauſe of his reſtoring $4r4h to 
' CAbraham, and might approove of his pra&t:ſe therein, and learne 
| 'themſelves to feare God which atleaſt in ſome degree they did, for 
i is ſaid, the men feared exceedingly, verſe 8. and ſo did not perſwade| 
| him to keepe $474/ ſtill, bur rather furthered his intentions of her re- 

ſtitution. All governours mult be ready to acquaint their inferiours | 

with the way that God ſhewes them, eſpecially ſuch as concerne 
[che reformation of the lives both of themſelves and of their inferi- 
' ours, for it was needfull that 4 bimelechs ſervants ſhould know, that 

Sarah was Abrahams wife, leaſt they or ſome one of them ſhould} 
thinke of raking her, when the King had left ther, if they had re- 
mained ignorant of her condition. Rulers therefore muſt ſhew unto 
> qv inferiours the danger of finne and what is finnefull when the | 
Lord hath made them know it, that they may be an inſtrument of 
| keeping them alſo from evill deeds and from the puniſhment of 
tnem. Learne we all of this man to render the ſoules of our ſcr- 
vants and inferiours, and to reveale to them ſuch things as God hath 
taught us;thatthey may be preſerved from ſinne as well as our ſelves, 
| And take heed of being carelefſe to ſhw them the good and the 
| evill way, thar they finne not through our default, becauſ= we have 
not duly inſtructed them. And let inferiours alſo learne to receive 
[ſach inſtrutions with holy feare as the ſervants of A bimelech did, 
tharthe words they heare may prevaile to keepe them alſo from wic- 
| kednefle, 
| Andnowletus ſee his carriage to Abraham and Sarah. And firſt 
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| 


| | 
t 3.He admont- 


| ſh=th .2bra» jhee doth admoniſh them both of their fault, and rhat not with a 
——— kinde of diſcontent and frowardnefle (as before Pharaoh had done) 
full. — —|ſhewingrather that he was ſorrowfull he might not have Sarah then 

thar he had attempted fo farre as he did, but ingentle and yetplaine 


; manner, ſaying, What ha## thou done unto us? and againe, Wat ſaweſt 
' thou that thou haft done this ? His reproofe is ſharpe enough, and yet 
as appeareth afterwards, itwas mixed with gentleneſſe. So, it1s w] 
| good thing if our Brethren have finned againſt us, to call forthem 


or goe tothern, andto demand what ground they had or what in- 
ducement 
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ducement to finne ſo, and to let them underſtand, that the things' 
they have done were ſuch as oughr notto have beene done, clpecial-| \ 
Iy if they have gone about to draw usto finne, or to occaſion us to! 

ruſh unwirrivgly into fine, that ſo wee may bring them to repen- | 

rance, or at ieaſt free our ſelves from being partakers with them in : 

{their finncs. So did he deale with Sarah too, but not with the like: 
\carncſtneſlc, for he conſidered the faul: was chiefely Abrahams, who : 

| had confeſled that fhe did it at his entreaty, and theretore hee doth ; 
alone intimate a chiding to her, ſaying, thy brother, and adding 
|g00d counſell, He is to thee acovering of the eyes to all that are with 
thee, and to all others, werſe 16. and it is added, for fſhee was re-' 
proved , meaning, that hee intended to reproove her , and: 
{that ſhee did take it and was touched with it as with a re-! 


! 
4 


! 


| proofke. 
; Ler us reſolve to behave our ſelves ſo to our brethren, even to 
rel] them plainely, but yet gently of their faults, and rhat with more ! 
or Ieſle carneſtnefſe, as they ſhall appeare to have beene more or : 
Iefle taulty, Some warmth muſt be in a reproofe as here, but it 
muſt not be ſcaldirg hot, words of reviling and diſgrace they ſcald ; 
as it were, bur words thattend to ſtire up the conſcience to a due | 
conſiderarion of the fault, they be duely warme and tend to make 
the phyſick worke the more kindly. If any have done otherwiſe, | 
either hiding the matter in his heart and ſo nouriſhing birter diſlike | 
and alienarion of affe&tion from one that hath wronged him, or |; 
ciſe opened his mouth in a kind of rage, and uſed caunting and ray- ; 
ling ſpeeches, he muſt be ſorry that he was not as diſcreet and lo- 
vitg as ©4bimelech, To forbeare reproote of another, or to doe | 
It with bit-crnefſe of wrath be too common faulcs and withall very ' 
blame-worthy. The one ſhewes want of love, the other of wil: * 
dome, and in both we wrong our brother, in not taking the right way | 
to helpe him our of finne, ard wrong our ſelves in making our ſclves : 
| at leaſt in part guilty of his finne. Be not you faulty in either of | 
\theſe kindes hereafter, but learne in plaine and milde manner to | 
deale with them rhat have done you injury, and let thoſe that 
have done wrong learne of Abraham duly to accept of ſuch re- 
| proofes, | 
| Another vertue in ©A#imelech is, that hee doth not alone reſtore | ,.He not one. 
| Sarah, bur alſo makes amends to Abraham, and yeelds a kind of fi- |)» **ftored 52-3 
| bo - Mt: Arte . __ 4 rah, but aiſo 
nt confeſſion of his fault, and ſhewes adefire of making fſatisfaQi- | (,.,;5ca 4bre- 
(on, by giving him gifts; for verſ.14.1t is ſaid, he tooke ſheepe and oxen | ham in ſome | 
and men-ſervants and women- ſervants and gave them to Abraham, | '** 
| and reſtored Sarah his wife. See a good duty here, wee muſt not 
alone ſurceaſe to wrong our brethren for future time, if cither igno- 
|rantly or otherwiſe wee have begun to doe them wrong, burif the 
wrong be manifeit unto them, we muſt even make them ſotne due 
(atisfaCtionby words, or deeds, or both, chiefely, if the injury have 
beene done wittingly and willingly. Thinke not that you have done | 
enough 
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| enough in forbearing to doe evill to any man,burt if the evill haye 
| beene evident unto him, O make allo ſome good amends to re. 
| paire the wrong, and to doe him as much 200d in ſome other 
 kinde as you have done him hurt before, That ſo you may ge. 


Clare your ſelves as well ſorry for the former offence, as carctull tg 
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offend ſo no more, and may make it appeare you ceaſe to be 
| injurious in part out of Jove to your brother, as well as for any 
: other conſideration, and may by that meanes make the Pardo. 
| ning of the wrong more cafic to hum, and helpe ro pur charity : 
and kindneſſe into him, which the receivirg of wiongs will ge! 
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ty to dwell in| : . . ” BY , . 
kis countrey in| 8Iantc h him liberty to dwell in his Countrey in any ptace thar 


any place. 


| |jt be done out of weakenefle, feare, orthe like diitemper as to 
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; neare to biniſh away, it ſome ſuch care be nor uſed to reſtore ix a-| 


' eine, Burt he thar cither continues in a cowlſe of injuriouſncle, of 
 lſe barely breaketh it off without ſome demonſtration of his ſoy 
[row for the faultand good affectionto rhe perſon offended, hathnot 
' yet fully reformed himiclfe though he have ceafcd ro doe evill any 
further. 

| Another commendable thing in /1#;mclech is, that he doth not 
thruſt Abraham away in a chafe as Pharaoh had done, bur hee 


| ſhall ſceme good unto him. Learne of kim not to be ſo difplca. 
(ſed with any man for a fault committed by him , cſpecially if 


| caſt himoff, have no more to doe with him, or the like; bur till 
'to hope and thinke well of him, eſpecially, it hee doe confefle 
' his weakneſle as Abraham,and to affoord any due courteſic and kindneſſe 


þ 


| 


[to him ; over-harſhncſle towards others for faults which we findein' 
| them, isa figneof uncharitableneſſe and pride. It ſhewes that we doe 
|not duely perceive our owne faultineſſe and aptneſle to ſome other as 
| bad finnes, yea perhaps to the very ſame finnes, and that wee doe 
not beare a tender compaiſion to them, becauſe wee have not a 
right knowledge of our ſclves. Compare the dealing of Pharach 
before obſerved and ©Abimelechs carriage here noted, and what 
your conſciences tell you was the more commendable and a pprovye- 
able, that imitate. | 

I come to the laſt good deed of «Abimelech. He takes notice 
of Gods goodnefle ro Abraham, ſaying, Chap.2!. ver.22. God 
| i with the in all that thou doſt, and therefore accompanied with 
his principall Officcr, one Phicol, goes and intreates Abraham 
to make a leag'1e of amity wi.h him, as you may reade in the 
' Story, and when Abraham told him of a well of water which 
| was taken from him by his ſervants, hee excuſcth himſelfe, rhathe ne- 
'ver knew of it before, and ſo willingly reſtoreth the well andconfeſſeth 
Abrahams right to it,by taking the Ewe-lambs, and conſentirg roname 
rhe well Beer ſheba, that is, the well of an oath, becauſe thcy ſwore 


[therecach to other. | 
Izis a good thing to obſerve the poodnefſſe of God to his people; 
thereupon tothink well of them and to deſire tolive inamiry and peace | 


| 
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with them. Why ſhould not wee have our cyes open to ſee Gods | 
bleſſing going along with men? and when wee ſee it, why ſhould! | 
wee not rather love them and wiſh their friendſhip, then beare an | 
evill eye rowards them and maligne them. Ir is afigne of ſome! | 
goodnefle to acknowledge, that God is the Author of all good 

ſucceſle ro mens affaires, herein wee give him the honour of 
being the ruler of the world. And itis a figne of ſome good will ! 
ro men, When their proſperous cſtare makes us rather like them | 
and joyre friendſhip with them, then Rtirrerh up erudging and re-/ 
pining at them. Surely CAvimelechs carriage giveth us ſome 
probable grounds to conceive , that himſcife was a holy man, in, 
that hee thewes ſome knowledge of God, and good affection 

'ro ſo good a fervant of God. Let us goe a little further, and 

| ſtrive to intereſt our ſelves into Gods bleſſing on the godly, by | 
| following them in godlinefle, Bur ler his willing reſtitution of: 
the Well which his ſervants had taken away by violence, teach 
vs alſo not to beare our the ſervants or people thar are under our go. 
'yernment in any unjuſt carriage of theirs; yea rather, fo ſfoone as wee 
'come to the knowledge ot their naughty carriage, let” us cauſe 
them to amendand to repaire the wrongs that they have done. A | 
mans ſervants faults mu{t not bee imputed to him, till it bee | 
knowne whether hee be privie ro them or not, bur if when hee is. 
informed of them, he be carcleſle to ſee them amended, now is | 
| himſelfe as guilty of the finne as his .ſervants were before. Thus | 
you have the faults and vertues of Abimelech fo farre as 1 could note 
| them out of boly Writ. . | 
| Conſider now whert beneftirs God beſtowed upon him. Firſt, | His benches. 
hee made him a King In thoſe daies it is evident that Kings | —_— 
| were not rulers over ſo large dominions as now they be; of old | ; 
the chiefeſt ruler over one or two Cities and the territories about 
'it was a King, as in the land of Canaaz there were 31 Kings, and 
\the five Cities of the plaine of Sogome and the reft had each of 
them ſeverall Kings, and yet there were ſome Kings char rajgned | 
| over whole Countries as the King of Egypr, bur in it felfe confi- 
[_ it is L_ of God to Prone a man unto the honour of 
a King, as the Scripture prooveth in ſaying, 4 dilzgent ſervant ſhall | pro.: 2.29. 
ſtand before Kings and = before thoſe of he == fort be to - in l y 
| favour andaccount with a King, be athing fit to be promiſed as a re- 

, ward of diligence, much more the enjoying of a Kingdome, therefore | 
God upbraides both Sau! and David, when he would ſharpely re- 

; proove their ſins,that he had made them Kings over his people 7/rae!; 

| for Kings have likely ,riches, honour, and authority, by the two former L 
of which they may partake of much comfort themſelves,and commu: | 
nicate much alſo to their friends and kindred, by the latterthey may 

bring much honour to God, and much good alſo to men in cſtabliſhing 

true religion and juſtice: Now God hath not pleaſedto make anyof |  {; 
you Kmgs, but he hath made ſome of you richer and greater then | | 

. others, 
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| | others, as I may ſay little petty Kings in your places. Beware | 
| you pervert not this goodneſſe of God, by making your wealth| 
; and power a meanes of ſwelling your hearts with pride, and 
 imboldening you to wrong and oppreſſe others, and furniſhing | 
'you with inſtruments to ſerve your owne luſts, fer the ſuch abuſe 
| of theſe benefirs will turne them into poyſon, as it were to your 
ſoules, and cauſe that they ſhall ſerve ar length for the ſame 
Jams 5.2 | purpoſe which S. James ſaith, the ruſt of the vich mans trea- 
ſure ſhall doe, even to conſume your fleſh like fire, and to bring upon you 
greater damnation inanother world, to be preferred before this more 
then an inheritance is before the leaſe of one alone yeere, none ſhall 
| ſufferſo much trormenrand unhappineſle as thoſe that have played the 
untruſty ſubjects ro God, and made their high places a weaponto. 
beare outtheir ſinnes. Burrake notice of God in your Eminency in 
this preſent world, and labour ro be ſo much more thankefull and 
obedient to God, and ſerviceable and profitable to men; and then 
ſhall preferrement here bee a meanes of inlarging your joyes here- : 
| after too. O happie is hee, that ſhall be grear in Heaven as well 
as on Earth, by his well cmploying of his carthly greatneſſe, and 
you that cannot be great here, yer ſtrive to attaine a Kingdome, 
and here too in a ſpirituall ſence. Labour to bee Kings over 
' your ſelves, in eſtabliſhing the Kingdome of grace in your hears, 
that you may bee Kings hereafter, and that in farre greater glory 
(and happineſſe, then the greateſt of all earthly Kings either did 
| | ever or ever could enjoy : the meaneſt Chriſtian may get the King- 
| dome of grace and of glory, as well as a David or a a 
200, 
[3s Gaikepe | Another benefit wee muſt obſerve , the Lord by his pro- | 
- <7 vidence kept him from committing that ſinne which elſe hee would 
whichelſe he | have committed, - but indeed of mcere ignorance, for his heart 
would haye ; was upright with God ſo farre that if hee had knowne it hee 
| committed: / would not have committed it. So the Lord tels him, therefore 
'T kept thee that thuu ſhouldſt not come weere her, meaning Sarad. 
It is a great favour of God to preſerve a man from inning by his 
| providence, I meane, to order things ſo, thar hee hath nor oppor- 
tunity or freedome to doe ſuch things, as elſe hee would com- 
mit, becauſe hee doth not know them to bee finnes. And this is 
| one of the graces that God doth ſhew to thoſe whoſe hearts hee 
| findes upright with him. O ftrive to ger ſincerity of ſoule, that 
| hee which ſearcheth the heart, may vouchſafte you the ſame good- 
| neſſe, but if you bee hollow and guilcfull , the Lord may and 
| will juſtly puniſh you by giving you over to grear offences. And 
if any man finde, that God hath reſtrained him from doing ſome | 
 wickednefle which hee did not know and therefore -ſhould have 
| . Cone much more which hee did know and would have done, he 
; muſt blefle the name of God for it with heartieſt prayers. Hee | 


| that was in likelichood afore hee knew of ir to have _— 
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| ſome great pit, or other like danger, travelling in the night, and fin- : 
| deth in the morning how neere he came to miſchiefe, and yer eſcaped | 
the ſame, is cither very blockiſh and prophane, or elſe hee muſt 
+ needes lift up his heart and eyes, and hands to Heaven, and magnifie 
the name of God thar cauſed him to ſcape, ſo much niore mutt wee 
| doe, if when wee were 1n a torwardnefſe to runne into grievous 
offences, the Lord hath uſed ſome or other meanes which our ſelves 
| | did not provide to reſtraine us from that evill. Spiriruall preſerya- | 
' tion deſerverth ſerious and thankefull acknowledgement as well as 


| 


| naturall. : 
Another mercy of God is, that hee revealed himſclfe unto 


(him in adreame by nighr, and declared his will by a com- 
mandement, promiſe and threat. I doe nor reade of ſuch a kind- | 
nefle afforded ro any wicked man, except it were to Balaam the 
falſe Propher, which was done not in favour ro him, but unto 7/- 
ral, that hee might not dare ro curſe his prople, therefore am | 
I conceited ; that C4 &7melech was a godly man, eſpecially be- 
cauſe the Lord doth pleaſe to talke as ir were in ſo friendly and | 
familiar a manner with him, as if hee had not beene a ſtranger i 
to God, but rather of inward knowledge. You ſhall finde if 
you reade the dreame, a kind of lovingneſſe expreſſed on Gods 
[part, and a kinde of duritull boldneſle on Abimelechs - fo thatfor my | 
part, I havea very good opinion of the man, and thinke that the feare 
of God was in the Kiag of that people, which were themſelves fo 
wicked, that good CAtraham aid, there was no feare of God in 
'them. Bur the favour affoorded him is this, he was taught of 
' Gad his duty by a dreame ; Dreames were one of the ordi- 
nances whereby God did reveale his will unto men in thoſe 
times : Pharach was ſhewed a thing in a dreame, and ſo was 
Nebuchadnezar, but God did not appeare unto them and ſpeake 
to them in dreames, this was an ordinance of his I fay, in, which 
moſt times hee uſed to teach good men. Now this was a note 
.of Gods kindnefſe to Abimelech, thar hee ſo taught him and 
not by heavy plagues, as hee did Pharaoh King of Ezypt fore- 
\mentioned. How much more mercy ſh:w2s the Lord to us, to 
whom hee ſhewes himſelfe in the word, and in the prea- 
'ching of it, whereby wee are taught our damnable eſtate, and 
ſhewed the meanes of eſcaping it, and called upon with con- 
 tinuall threats and promiſes ro uſe thoſe meanes; let us pray 
| |to God to. worke upon us by theſe his ordinances , that they 
' may winne us to obedience in a thorough reformation of life, 
as CAbimelech was wonne to reforme this one fault, and then 
happy ſhall wee bee. Bur if wee imitate the naughtineſle of 
Iſrael, and harden our hearrs that wee may not hearken, then ſhall 
this mercy aggravate our finnes, and wee ſhall onely have this 
fruite of it, wee ſhall know there was 2 Prophet amongſt us, when 


thoſe greater feareful! puniſhments befall us which were former- 
Rn ly 


u_—_—R_o rr —_— 


| 


|| 
205 | 


3. God revea- 
ied himlclfe 
unto him in 2 
dreame by 
nighe, | 


þ EET 
Tow >. ——_—_ 


te 


| 


4 0e Oe to» oo” 


..God ſreedily] Another benefit afforded to this King {1 #/mel:ch was this, that. 
CHINA 15 | hee found God as favourable to him as could be, in a ſpeedy 
cn removing of the chaſtiſement which was ſenr upon him becauſe | 
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ly threarned againſt us in the word. Bretheren, God doth not 
| pleaſe to ſpeake to men now in perſon by dreames, but hee revea- 
: Jeth his will by Paſtors and Teachers, ſpeaking in his Name. Hee 
' hath imployed mee to: you. this thirty yeares well neere, to in- 
| forme you that you are bur dead men, becauſe of the ſinnes you! 
| have gone a whoring after, and to threaten you with death if 
you refuſe ro leave them, and encourage you with promiſe of; 
life. upon your converting and amending, O when will you hear- 
ken as this man did. I beſcech you betore you come to Church 
to heare, take ſometime to beg of God the aſſiſtance of his Spirit, | 
to make you obedient hearers, and then blcilcd be your cares that | 


heare. | 


of Sarah, viz. the barrenneſſe of all his family, for it is ſaid, 
ver(, ult. that God healed Abimelech, hi wiſe, and his maides, and | 
his hand-maides, and they conceived, for hee had faſt Jhut up every | 
wombe in the houſe of Abimelech, by which it may bee thought, 
; that God ſent ſome gentle ickneſle upon him, by which hee was. | 
| diſabled from comming neere to- Sarah > Now” ſo ſoone as hee 
: did reforme the fault, rhe Lord heard the prayer of CAtbrahaw,' 
' and cured him and his houſe. This is a great favour of God, 
[to make haſt to our : deliverance, and very quickly to heare our 
| owne prayers, and the prayers of others made for -us, and in-| 
' ſtantly ro remove the miſcries which did Jie upon us; for if the} 
long lying on of a crofle bee tedious and heavy, becauſe of the| 
much forrow it bringeth, and many complaints it wringeth from 
'the mouth even of good men, ſaying, Lord hew lone ? then ſure-| 
[ly freedome from all that anguiſh muſt bee received 2s a point | 
' of great grace. O my Bretheren, doe you imitate 4% welech | 
'in the ſpeedy mending of your faults, that the Lord may allo 
favour you ſo much as to remove your crofles quickly. If ini-] 
' quity bee in your heart, pur ir from you, and remcove it out of 
Job. 1.14.35. Your tabernacle, and then your /ight ſhall ſpring as the morning, 4s| 

One of 7obs friendes ipeaketh tohim. But when we linger and holde- 

' finne under our tongues, and are loathto caſt ir away, no wonderif 

| God doe rake us in our owne nets as it were, and make ſorrowesand| 

' crofles lingeras much upon us. Make haſt to obey God and amend 

' your lives, that he may alſo make haſt to heale. Theſe be Abymelechs 


' MCrcies., 
His crofes, * ; The crofles that the Scripture ctelleth us of, are no more but 
God itr>** ' one onely, wiz, God did ſtrike him with fickneſſe and weake- \ 


hin with ck. 


nes and weak. Neſte, and his women with barrennefle, and this crofſe was rather | 
ne: and his {cnt upon him, as a mercy to keepe him from touching S474, 
wo nn wit; then in anger or diſpleaſure againſt him. Sicknefle of a mans per- | 
fon, wie and family are croſſes, but ſometimes the Lord _ 

end 
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| elſe. hee knowes they would have committed in that time, if 


| us, and thinke thus with our ſelves, how many ſinnes might I have | 


| this King. | 


whom was joyned .Amech King of Elkaſur, Chedarlomer King of 


Cz N. 


ſend them upon men 


—_—_— 


in favour, to prevent divers finnes, which 


| 


health had continued. Let us not murmure againſt GOD be.) 
cauſe of ſuch croſſcs, but rather take notice of his goodneſſe 
in the ſame, eſpecially in point of fickneſle, if ic linger upon | 
runne into, if this bodily fecblenefſe had not kept mee within dores. 
And when wee bee ficke or otherwiſe affected, ler us turne our | 
thoughts round about us, to finde out if any ſuch thing be, ſome 
finne that wee ſhould have runne into but for ſuch prevention. See | 
if thine heart have not harbourcd ſome unconſidered fault, and fur- 
pur- | 
ging phyficke for your ſoules. So have we finiſhed the example of 


Somewhat abour that time, there lived foure Kings, whoſe 
names are recorded in holy Writ, but nothing at all for their 
praiſe. Their names were, ». CA4mraphel King of Shinar, that 
is, as it is thought, of Chaldea, or Babiloy, where it may ſceme- 
that Nimzod erected a Monarchie, and it may - bee that this man 
was ſome ſucceſſor of his or one of his Poſterity, and would 
needes inlarge his Monarchie ſo farre as the land of Canain, with 


Elam, and one Tydall King of Nations. What theſe Kings were? 
or whether mentioned in Heathen Stories or not, it matters not to 
enquire.» But here they are patternes of unjuſt violence -in 
Warre, They had the keener ſwords and therefore would make 
themſelves Lords over other Kings, and compell them by brunt 
of Warre to receive their yoke and acknowledge ſome Ho- 
mage. Nothing more uſuall then for potent Kings to make art 
leaſt unneceſſary Warres for their growth in greatneſſe, ma- 
ny times they doe not ſo mach as alleadge a ſhew of title , 
but their owne ambition is the ground of their plea, and ſome- 
times they pretend moſt frivolous titles. So doe they diſquict 
themſelves and others, and cauſe much innocent bloud to bee 
ſhed, almoſt inforcing their Snbjets to become wilfull murde- 


oc, 


| Wee muſt bleſſe God that hath cauſed us to live now a good 
time under peaccable Princes, and muſt inforce our prayers to 


God' begging the like mercy fill, The Conquering fide is often | 


more miſerable by ſinning, then the conquered by ſlaughter or 
captivity. Burt God doth uſe theſe great Cockes of the game as 
inſtruments of his Juſtice, ro puniſh the naughtineſſe of thoſe 
that abuſe peace, and become more wicked by ſo great a be- 
nefit, Ler ns learnc to rake heede of wickedneſſe, that the God 
of Heaven may not alſo make us a prey to violence and ambi- 
tion. And though you bee not Kings, to whom [I ſpeake, yer 


p pray you take heed that you runne not into the ſame fault, | 
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that theſe Kings though not in ſo high a degree , uſe no 
injuſtice and injuriouſneſſe and violence ſo much as your low. 
lr placcs will ſuffer, a Weeſell is a raycnous beaſt as well ag a 
Lion. 

But the maine finne that theſe committed, and which brought 
upon them their ruine was this, that they would needs take Zo 
among the Sodomites, Suppoſe the Sodomites did owe them Ho. 
mage, and gave jult cauſe of quarrel, yet was Lo# no Sodomute, 
nor Patron of their rebellion. They ſhould have ſpared him, 
that never had beene their ſubjet, nor done them any wrong at | 
all : Indeed if Lot had gone to Warre againſt them, and invol. 
ved himſclfe in the Sodomites evill cauſe ( if their cauſe were 
evill) hee was juſtly taken captive with them, but the briefe nar- 
ration ſeemerh rather to intimate otherwiſe, Chap. 74. verſe xx, 
12. They tooke the ſubſtance of Sodome, and their wviftuals and went 
their way, and they tooke Lot alſo and his ſubſtance, for hee dwelt 
in Sedowe, intimaring as I ſaid, that hee was taken not in rhe bat- 
tell, but in the ſpoiling of the City afterward : but you ſee what 
'is the manner of inſulting conquerours , they ſweepe away all 
they mecte, and every thing and perſon ſhall bee good bootie 
thar lics within their reach, but they ſmart for this ſpoile ; for 
hence was Abraham juſtly occafioned to put forth his courage 
for the reskue of his Kinſman , and ſo were they deprived 
of the whole vifory, becauſe they ſpared not a man whom they 
ſhould have ſpared. It often falleth out, that one a of inju- 
ſice looſeth much that otherwiſe was juſtly gotten. Beware of 
ſwallowing ill gotten wealth, it hath a poyſonfull operation, and 
like ſome ſuch evill imple in the ſtomacke, will bring up the 
| good foode rogether with ill humours : Ir is ſaid the King of 
Sodome had rebelled, ſo intimating a kinde of juſtification of 
che Warre with him , but it is not ſaid that Zot had rcbel-' 
led, and. therefore they ſhould noe have ſeized on him for! 
the Sodornites ſake, Ule juſtice and take nothing from any man 
that is due unto him , neither puniſh any without right , 
chiefely touch not a good man that fcarcth G O D, unleſle his 
faults require that hee bee made to ſmart for them: GOD can 
beare the carrying away Captive of many Sodomites rarher then of 
one Lot. 

Now conſider how God humblcth theſe great and inſolent Con- 
querours, that carried all before them, hee armes Abraham a- 
gainſt them with ſo much wiſedome and valour, that hee ſets 
| upon them by night and diſcomfits them, afore they could well| 
tell who it was that fought with them. So it falicth our often, 
.thar God doth beare farre greater armics by the farre fewer: Hee 
that fearcth God and hath a juſt cauſe, neede never bee diſcoura- 
.ged from batcell, becauſe his companies are but few. The God 
;, of Warre whom the Scripture cals 4 man of Warre, carries victo- 
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ry to that fide where hee: pleaſeth to joyne, and tell mee if hee 
have not moſt times given the greateſt viRories to his ſervants, 
when their enemies own was {uch as farre ſurpaſſed theirs. 
Some tru## in bow and ſpeare, but hee that maketh 


mention of the name of God, he is in beſt po 
ſibility ro become a victor. Take 
heed of making God your cne- 
my, that maketh one manto 
chaſe ten, and ten to - 
flie before one. 
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THE FOVRTEENTH 
EXAMPLE. 
The Sodomites. _ 
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Sz, 7; E E are come along in CAbrahams time to 
J /F) the Sodomites, Concerning whom the Holy 
-9//Z2 Ghoſt found nothing ſo much as like roany 
vertue, which might be commended or imi- 
tated in them, unlefle perhaps, it may have 
&/ alittle reliſh of vertue that the King of So- 
'D)9YJ dome after Abrahams victory over the foure 
AQ Se- Kings, Gen.14.17-21, Went outto mecte A- 
braham, and willed him to give unto him the 
perſons, and take the goods for a booty to his owne uſe. :There 
may ſeeme to be a ſmall ſhadow of gratitude in that hee was:wil- | 
ling that Abraham ſhould enjoy the ſpoile, but if wee confider the 
matter better, this will ſhew ir ſelfe to be rather a vice, for firſt, hee 
doth not ſo much as thanke Abraham for his hazard and paines in figh- | 
ting withthoſe Kings, that had vanquiſhed himſelfe and his confe- 
derate Kings, and made Captives anumber of his ſubje&s, and alſo 
that whereas both perſons and booty were all Abrahams by the 
| Law of Armes, becauſe he had wonne them in bartell, yer he is 
bold to demand the perſons as if they were due unto himfelfe. 
__ Icannot perceive any goodat all inthis King,or any of his | 
ubjes, 7 
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had no verrues| 
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Their PERE inl Bur for their faults and vices they be many and great. The Holy | 
generall, Ghoſt ſpeaketh of them in generall and more particularly, Fuſt jq,! 
| generall,Gen.13.13. that they were wicked and ſinners before the Lord 
exceedingly, and Gen.18.20, The cry of Sodome and Gomorrah u great | 
and their finne us very grievens. Loe you may ſee in them, that the 
wicked -fiature of man is apt to become out of meaſure finfull, and to | 
[bring forth exceeding grievous finnes, and ſuch as make a mighty 
cry" in the cares of. God, even as it were wearying his patience and 
challenging his juſtice for revenge. As a thing beginning to rot| 
becomes excecding rotten, even till ir come to be very filth anddirr, 
and a man beginning to tumble downethe hill, makes no ſtop ill he | 
come to the very bottome of the hill. For both Gods righreouſ. 
Incſle is offended and provoked to puniſh them for a preſumptuous 
and wilfull finne, by giving them over to their owne blindneſſe 
and hardneſle, afd ro Satans power and temptations, and alfo Satan 
is carneſtto thruſt ſinners forward in the pathes of iniquity, thacr if it 
were poſhble, hee might ſatisfie his hatred againſt mankinde, by 
making them all as bad as himſelfe, and alſo corrupt nature ir ſclfe 
finding pleaſure, delight, and content in finne, is made more and 
more prone to ſinne, and ſo proceedeth further and further, till the 
Lord ſhall ſtrip them by oppoſing of his juſt vengeance, and cutting 
them off in the midit of thetrwilderace. . 

Learne we therefore to take heed of the beginnings of evill, and 
eo licenſe our ſelves tocommir any finne out of a conceit that it is 
ſmall and little, or yer becauſe wee meane to doe it but once, and 
then anend, for ſinne once committed will quickly returne to tempt 
us againe,. and will more cafily prevaile to breake forth the ſecond 
time then the firſt, and the third then the ſecond and ſo forward.” Tis 
notin a falling mans choice and powerto ſtop himſelfe when himſelfe 
| plcaſeth, norinone that is finking in deepe waters to ftay himſelfe | 
from ſinking to the very bottome. And a little ſinne doth bur make 
way for a greater till at length there be ſpace enough for the greateſt | 
of allto enter, yea harder it will be to abſtaine from the fowleſt and 
moſt grievousat the laſt,then from the very leaſt of all at the firſt,pre- 
| ſume not therefore to ſinne out of any ſuch conceir. 
| Agpaine, if wee have finned in ſmaller degrees of evill, or once or |. 
twice done amiſle, let us make haſt to repent and turne, humbling our| 
ſelves and craving power and helpe againſt our owne naughrineſſe, | 
otherwiſe it is certaine, that extremiry of the moſt horrible wicked- 
neſſes will grow upon us, and wee ſhall become like them of Sodome, | 
ericyous ſinners, and exceeding wicked before the Lord, and our fins 
alſowill grow ſo rooring, as to waken the Lord out of his ſlumber of 
| pattence and forbearance, yea and if God have ſtopped usin thepaths ' 
oſftane, and not left us tothe higheſt degree of wickedneſſe, we muſt 
——— his goodneſle in keeping us from ſuchexceſſe of naugh-| 
tineſle, and beware of boaſting our ſelves becauſe wee are not ſtarke 


naught; for did not a divine power reſtraine and bridle corruption, ane 
| 0 
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hold it downeas it were by ſtrong hand, there is no man inthe world | 
fo civill and ſo moderate, buthewould breake forth into the greateſt 
exorbitancy of wickednefle, as the leaſt coalcof fire if it be nouriſhed 
with fewell and incited with blowing, will undoubtedly breake forth : 
into a conſuming flame within a little ſpace of time. If we be leſſe 
| eyill then others, God is more good to us, not our ſelves more good. 
I in .our ſelves. Every carkafle would breed wormes if it were not im- 
balmed or ſome way preſerved from putrifying. | 

But now wee proceed to confiderthe finnes of Sodowe more particu- | Their tines 
larly. Firſt, as wee finde them recorded by Moſes in Geneſes, next '* Perticular. 


2sthe Prophet Ezekiel doth afterwards taxe them by way of upbrai- | 1eq, 
ding Iſrael with the ſame abhominations. The firſt finne noted in the 
Sodomnites is, Gen.14+4.. that having ſerved the King of Shinar twelve 
| yeares, inthe 14 they rebelled. Thoſechat have beene ſubdued by 
another Prince, and received the yoke of ſubjeQion ar length, cove- | 
[nanting Homage and obedience (as in ſuch cafe they alwaies doe to | 
redeemerheir lives by their ſervice) upon ſuch and ſuch conditions, : 
made betwixtthe conquerour and conquered, are very weary of the ' 
yoke for the moſt part, and watch all advantages of making themſelves 


| 
free againe by rebellion, whenſoever they thinke themſelves ſtrong | 
| 
| 


enough to juſtifie and beare out their rebellions : but withoutdoubr, 


this courſe is finfull and unlawfull, becauſe it is a manifeſt breach of an | 
oath and covenant, which oughtto be firmely kepr amongſt men even | 
though a mans covenants be made to his owne diſadvantage. There. 
fore was the Lord greatly diſpleaſed with Zedekiah the laſt of Salo- 
mons race Ithinke, thar ſate on the throne of David, becauſe he re- 
belled againſt the King of Babell Nebuchadnezzar, who had conque- 
redthe land and made himſelfe King over it, for ſo ſaith Zzekrelrhe 
Prophet,Chap.17.ver.t5. He rebelled againſt the King of Babel in ſen- 
ding his Ambaſſadours to Egypt, ſhall heeſcape that deth ſuch things ? or 


| 


—__— 


[four, and the weakenefle of the conquered hath drawne themto ſub. 


| [hall he breake the covenant and bee delivered ? as I live ſaith the Lord 
| God, ſurely in the place whoſe oath hee deſpiſed and whoſe covenant hee_» 
brake, be ſhalld die, and wer.i8. Seeing he deſpiſed the oath by brea- | 
king the Covenant when he had given bis hand and hath done all theſe_ 
things, hee ſhall n6t eſcape. The Lord you ſceis offended with ſuch 
a kinde of rebellion and puniſheth it, becauſe it is as you ſee a deſpi- | 
| ling of an oath and breach of a covenant. For indeed this is the way m 
to trouble the world and make warres everlaſting : though ir be a 
fault in a neighbour Prince without juſt cauſe and ground, to make | 
| Warre and conquer his bordering neighbours and bring them under | 
is yoke; yer when God by his providence hath made him conque- 


— 


| 


jection, and now covenants and agreements of peace have becne 
concluded upon, the breaking of the covenants doth violatetherules 
of truth and faithfullneſſe amongſt men, and breeds new troubles and | 
broyles there, where might have beene much peace and proſperity 
” they would have beeneconented to have borne the yoke; as Jeremy | 
H Is 


| 2. They rebel- 
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| 


| ded not by 


is withed to command the Kings whom Nebuchadnezzar had con- 


| quered that they ſhould doe, Chap. 31. 2.----9. The Lord then, 


' that is alover of truth and peace, doth not likely leave ſuch rebelli- 


ons unpunifhed. 
This therefore muſt cauſe us to deteſt much more, as a much more 


laine and fearcfull crime, the finne of rebellion, againſt thoſe more 


 rightfull Kings and Princes, ro whom we owe more ſubj<Qion, ag 


being borh naturall borne ſubjeQs, and alſo having tyed our ſelyes 
by an oath ofallegiance and loyalty, for the more confirming of us 
in our duty, and ſtronger tying our conſciencesto it. And the Pope 
that taketh upon him ( for his owne advantage you may be ſure ) 


| to diſſolve and unlooſe ſuch oathes, difpencing with them, and pre- 


tending to free mens conſciences from the obligation of them, and 
from all darger of finne by breaking them, carricth himſelfe ex. 
ceeding wickedly, and is moſt extreamely injurious to the conſci- 
ences of men, and to the peace of the world, and moſt impudently 
| bolde againſt the name of God, and the ſacred and inviolable power 
of an oath. Bee you advertiſed, that this is to {et himſelfe above 
God, in undertaking to diſpence with an oath taken by the holy 


Prove24e+ 21, 


2. They men- 


their chaſtiſe- 
ment. 


name of God, which the Lord himfelfe did never yet diſpence 
withall, for hee that diſpenceth with the conſcience, muſt be Lord 
of the conſcience, and hee that ciffolveth an oath, muſt be greater 
then he that bindeth to the oath, and by the oath, and rhat is the 
living God alone, whoſe Name is invocated in an oath. Where- 
fore abhorre you this man of finnes impious boldneſſe, and learne 
alſo to abhorre all manner of rebellion, learning of Salomon, not to 
meddle with the ſeditious, but to feare God and honour he King, 
and ſhew all good fideliry and allegiance unto him for conſcience, 
| Rebellion againſt our Kings cannot be ſeperated from rebellion againſt 
| God, andthis alſo is like the finne of witchcraft or Idols. IF !ſatl 
rauſt beare the yoake of the King of Babell, how much more every 
people of their naturall Liege, Lord and Soveraigne ? Ard this isthe 
firſt ſin of che Sodowtes. 

The next is, that when the Lord did ſcourge them by the hand of | 
Amraphel and his confederates, ſo that they loſt the day, and many 
of them their lives, and the reſt their liberties and rheir goods, and 
after delivered them againe by the valour of Abraham, rhey were| 
not any whit amended by this chaſtiſement, but their wickedneſfſe 
continued ſtill to make the ſame out-cry and ſhrill clamour in the cares 


Prov.25.1. 


Ifa.1.5. 


Jer.z zo, 


of God, as he told Abraham before. Ir is a great wickedneſle, not | 


| to profit by corretions; Hee that hardeneth his heart being often re- 


proved, much more corrected, ſhall ſarely fall into miſchiefe, God 
| complaines of 1/rael, why ſhould yee bee ſmitten any more? and againe, 
| thy children would receive no correction, It is agreat provocation toa 
| man againſt his inferiours, if he have puniſhed them for any offence, 
| and cannot finde them one whit amended. Incorrigibleneſſe increa- 


; ſerch wrath in all ſuperiours. For, firſt it is a fruſtration of their _ 
an 
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| and labours, and that is tedious, Secondly, it is a proofe that the 
offender is utterly heardened in an evill courſe, and that doth ſtop | 
the way againſt all farther proceeding of clemency, and makes juſtice 
arme it ſelfe with vengeance, when mercy would be but abuſed if 
ir ſhould ſhew it: ſelfe. Bee warned therefore to compare your 
owne ſelves with theſe Sodomites, and judge betwixt ghe Lord and ; 
your ſelves, if you alſo have not profited naught by his correQi- | 

NS. | | 
: I will preſſe the point upon you in reſpet of every mans owne EE, 
articular, hath not God afflicted thee 2- made thee groane andcom- |. 
plaine with lofles and crofles, and more then one or two calamities, | 
and yetafter deliverance granted, you have returned to your vomit, | 
2nd againe are become wallowers in the mire, even giving over | 


215 


 — — 


your {clves, to the ſelte ſame crime, for which your owne ſoules did. 
ſmire you in your miſeries, and told you plainely rhar for thoſe very | 
things the Lord ſent thoſe reftimontes of his diſpleaſure againſt 
you, ſo great is that aggravation of thy fault, and will cauſe | 
the Lord to make his rods more ſmarting, and if future amend- 
|ment upon future and worſe crofles doe not come betwixt, to 
cut thee of and defiroy thee at once, as here you ſee in Sodome. 
indeed the moſt horrible abomination that they did pnblikely 
live in', required ſo extraordinary and publike a puniſhment, 
but the particular fault of one particular man in a matter vile 
enough though not ſo loathſome, {hall ſurely procure another | | 
and a ſorer chaſtiſement, or elſe even utter deſtrugion at length. 
Let this admonition enter into your foules, and move you to re. 
'pent now of that hardnefle of your hearts, which cauferh you 
not to repent upon a former adverſity, or elſe be ſure, that you | 
[ſhall treaſure up wrath to. your ſelves againſt the day of wrath, you 
that doe preſently lie under any hand of God, ſer to the matter of 
finding out and reforming your offences, and be much morc earneſt 
with God to make the croſle profitable to you in that behalfe, then 
'to remove ir from your ſhoulders. And you that have come lately | 
.out of a croſſe, and now are gotten againe into a large place, beware | 
of forgetting rhe hand of God, ler the preſent exhorrarion ſtirre you 
, up to doe better then the Sodomites. Say in your conſciences, was 
[1t not a great folly in them, and a juſt forerunner of their finall ruine 2 
{that captivity tooke away nothing from their ſinnes : why will you 
: commit the ſame finne which you cannot but condemne in them 2 
| They had no publike admoniſhioner amongſt them, that did con- 
'tinually perſwade them to profit by that calamity, and putting them 
.1n remembrance of the lamentable condition in which they were | 
; falne, wiſhed them carneſtly to ſtudy reformation of life. God hath |. | 
| made you his people, hath ſerled his ordinances amongſt you, and | 
ccaſeth not daily to remember your of your duty : without doubt 
[Your finne in not being bettered by crofles, ſhall offend him r0.times 
more then that of Sodome, and you ſhall finde by experience, _— 
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wilfulnefſeis the greater, by how much the mcanes of reclaiming have | 
| beene greater. | = 


'3, They were [I proceed now to a third finne, and that is their unnaturall filthj- 
 nonacurallyGil] nefſe, in offering to commir that foule crime of buggery with the 
4 | ſtrangers that came to lodge amongſt them for anight, and were bur 
| | men as they conceived by their ourward behaviour, thuvgh indeed 
| they were Angels. Take notice of the [ewdnefle of theſe, worſe then 
beaſts, and learne to have it in utter deteſtation. Firſt, the crime 
it ſelfe. . Secondly, the circumitances aggravating the crime. 
| 1. The crime] The crime it ſelfe is that baſe and vile, and worſethen brutiſh wic- 
0 Sodomnitl Lednefle, of confounding the ſexes which God hath in the creation 
| | diſtinguiſhed. For he made the Male and Female, but theſe beafts ' 
| would needes ſo much as was in them, take away that ſo neceſſary” 
| and uſefull deſtintion, and would have abuſed Males as if chey had | 
beene Eemales, and turned men into women for the ſatisfaction of | _. 
their prodigious luſt, and thar not out of a kind of forced neccſlity, 
becauſe in the boyling of their unruly appetite there was not a woman 
to be had, bur meercly out of the ſinnefulneſle of their defires, which 
| made them take more delight in that which was again{t narure, and 
leaving the naturall ſociery of the woman, they flamed in rheir luſts | 
| 'towards man-kind, and as they had no queſtion wrought villanie | 
| one with another, ſo now they would have violcnt.y committed: 
| the ſame outrage upon others. This is an horrible {inne, forbidden 
| by God in the Law under paine of death, Lev.20.:3., the Apoſtle 
ſaith, 1 Cor.g. that abuſers of themſelves with man-kinae, ſhall not inhe- 
'rit the kingdeme of God. Tt there be any light of nature leftin a mans | 
| minde, he cannot but ſce the wickedneſle of this tad ; for ſeeing 
the Lord ordeined the conjution of man and woman, for tne im- 
;peopling of the world and multiplication of man-kind, ic canaot but 
be againſt nature altogether ro power out luſt in ſuch a foule faſhion, 
as that it becommeth utterly impoſble ro atraine the proper end of 
* {ſuch meeting, whereforethey are carried brutiſhly after ſenſuail plea- 
| ſure with averſenefſe from the fruit thar God and nature intend, which 
doe give themſelves over to this filthineſſe. This is tie crime of S0- 
 domitry, fo entitled from theſe Monſters of men tha: were he firſt 
' publike commirters of ir. But how ordinary it was in Arhens and 
' Rome among both Latine and Grecian even Philoſophers and men 
{accounted worthy and excellent 2 the Stories will not ſuffer us to be 
| Ignorant, And S, Paul affirmes, that the Lord of purpoſe to avenge 
|  himſclfe upon their impiety, in not finding out his true worſhip, bat 
changing the Image of the incorruptible God into an image made he 
unto 4 corrnptible man, and worſhipping the creature beſides the Creator, 
did give them np unto uncleaneneſſe in their owne hearts luſts, to d:ſhonour 
their bodies among ft themſeives, and thoſe that chanzcd tbe truth of God, 
that trath which concerned God and the knowledge of him, 770 4 
' ie, and ſerup images of him, did after put out the light of nature into 
p ; darkneſle, and the naturall uſe into that which was againſt m— 
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Gun. the Sodomites, OCrar.ip,&c.\ 217 
| Now how ſhould it come to paſſe, that any one indued with-reaſon | 
ſhould grow ſo utterly unreaſonable, as to preferre this filthineſſe 
before that which is agreeable to the .courſe of nature © Surely 
' becauſe when lutt hath once taken poſſeſſion of a man, and thar he | 
doth not finde his expected farisfaction therein, then the Divell | 29 
inflamcth his fancies to try new and ftrange wayes of contenting 
himſelfe, untill he have multiplied his finnetull inventions to the | 
utmoſt, and ſpent himſelfe in a fruitleſſe purſuing of what he cannor 
overtake. = 
Now conſider the ſeverall aggravations of their finne, Firſt, in re- | 2. The aggra 
ard of the perſons to whom they intended to offer this villanie, even | #25 of thi: 
[men that came within their. gates to lodge and ſecke ſhelter from Hoes reſpe® of 
wrongs. Had they not filthy perſons enough among themſclyes to | the pcriuns ro 
pleaſe their libidinous fancies withall ? but they muſt force honeſt who . 
and vertuous men to ſufter ſuch anindignity, Luſt is ever the more | ferea tt:is vil- 
blameworthy in exerciſing ir felfe; by how much it ul:th more vio- | 13y- 
lence to effe& its deſire. It prevaileth by force worſe then by per- | 
| ſwafion, although wickedly enough cither way, for here is a donble 
wrong done to the ſame perſon, one of polluting, another forcing 
toſufter. Abhorre you all manner of impurities, bur eſpecia!!y loath. 
to give luſt ſuch an headſtrong command over you, that it ſhould com- 
pell you by force and ſtrength to compel] others to ſuffer yourunchaſt l 
offers. And if any man hath by wreſtling, and ſtriving, and might | 
even overcome a refiſting perſon, let him bewaile the finne the more.- 
becauſe it is the greater, elſe the Lord will violettly puniſh him, thar 
violently abuſed another. = 
Againe beware of offering hard meaſure to a ſtranger, the more 

helplefle any man is, the more charity commandeth to pity him, the | 
lefle ro wrong him : eſpecially to be ſo madded with luſt, as that a 
'man ſhould impure one with filthy afſayes whom he neverſaw before, 
this is to ſhew a moſt licentious and unſatisfiable humour, that is not 
contented, unleſſe beaſt-like, ir. may have any it ſees ar any time. 
Thar luft will know no bounds which is carried after every ſtranger, | | 
and it is the property of luſt, when ir hath overlaſhed more then it 
' ought, to disdaine all bourds and Jimits. Perhaps theſe Angels ap- 
peared in the forme of very beaurifull young men, and that might 
cauſe the filrhy Sodomites to caſt libidinous lookes upon them, bur 
 howſoever it was, luſt doth not confine it ſelfe alwaycs to beauty, 
it is of a raunging humour and loveth variety, and might ir have all 
'nthe world but one, it would not be pleaſed without that one alſo, 
as other defires in their kindes arc infinite and inſatiable. | 
' Another aggravation of their wickedneſle, is from the perſons thar| :.tn rcſpea off 
committed it, not one vile fellow, or three or foure companions in | tt perſons | 
villany, conſented together to a& ſuch a hideous parr, but all the| 4; 
men of the city, ould and young, all from every quarter aſſembled 
together, by which it is manifeſt, that the City was univerſally cor- 
rupted, and that there was not a civill honeſt man left amongſt them, 
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but all were turned abhominable buggerers, and did take plegſure 
| either to aft that filthineſle themſelves ar to ſee it ated by others, 
Ic is a fearefull thing, when ſuch grievous crimes grow common, 
when all commir them or like of them, none reproveth, none op. | 

poſcth them, but every one makes another worſe then he would be, | 
and no man will thinke that wicked, which is done by cach man in the} 
| rowne or countrey, as well as by himſclfe. Men follow finne amaine, j 
yrhen they ſwimme downe the: ſtreame of example unto it ; they} 
make themſclves bold ro doe what all doe, and can hardly make} 
| themſelves belceve they offend in gaing with the heard as it it were, | 
|  O let us refiſt the avergrowing of finne, the overſpreading of all, | 


' itharit benor as a ſpreading fretting leproſic : Seldome is ir, thar hi. 

\deous finnes grow common, bur that ſome common vengeaneefol. 
loweth, and yet you ſee the naturecven of the worſt finnes ro be ſuch, j 
[that they will ſpread themſclves by little and become univerſali gi- 
\ſeaſcs, and when every man haththem, none knowes how to be aſha. 
\med of them,or carerh to curerhem. 

But ſee here the old decrepir goares, that were .now ſcarce able 
irG ſee or heare or wag abroad, ycr theſe had as luſtfull mindes asthe 
[youngeſt there, and whar they could not act becauſe of weakenefſe, 
yet the ſtrength of their unmortified luſts did make them delight ro 
behold, and attempt ro performe ſofarre as they could. Ir is not age 
that will quench luſt, this fault Rtrikerh in the fancy and will notbe 
'curcd by bodily inabilitics, they can love to ſpeake waatonly, and to 
attempt this worſt af evill, that yet are impotent throughage. Bur 
ah, iris a moſt undecent thing to ſce the finnes of youth prevailing in 
times of age, it were monſtrous to behold greene apples on a tree 
| in winter. Ifthe froſt of age cannot nip the bloſſomes of libidinous 
| defires, how great was thar heate ! who can thinke that he isarall | 
i mortified in ether things, where nature afforderh lefſe helpe, thar 
] hath not prevailed againſt the things that ſhould even die of them- 
ſclves. But it isfure, rhat length ot time will not conquer his hateful | 
pamion, unlefle grace be granted fram above, the clder adulterer is 
| the moſt neighing, he defireth ſo much rhe more, by how much he 
| can cffe& leſie, as you ſee it in ſome kind of creatures whom the 
| knife hath cauſed to ceafe ro be perfet males. O if any old mana- 
| mongft you havea wanton heart, head, hand, rongue, and gives him- 
 ſelfeto pleaſe himſelfe with dalliances, and laſcivious geſtures, words 
and carriages, let him be exceedingly abafed in himſelfe, the con- 
{1deration of ones ancientneſſe makes the leaſt attempr in him more ; 
loathſome, then any a& ina young ftripling, fo long as one is carried 
'with the fervour of youth to ſuch offences, there is hope thatage will 
temper, but in whom theſe fires continue ſparkling, when. his body | 
is little warmer then adead carkaſſe; what hope can be conceived of | 
' his amendment © what charity can thinke that hee will ever bce | 
; Chaſte? fox hee is not chaſtethar cannor, bur hee thar will not be laſct- 
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But ſee here young men as well as old, the Holy Ghoſt nameth ; - 
not alone men come to the vigour of their yourh, buteventhe youn-| | 
gr youths that were ſcarce paſt child-hood, theſe alſo learnt of! 
theelder, and it pleaſed them to be preſent where filthy deedes were i | 
(done, Verily, child-hood will ſoone receive the infeRion of luſt, | 
[and there is ſcarce a finne that will ſhew ir ſelfe more early in imita- | 
ting thoſe cvill ſpeeches or actes it heares or ſees; young ones will 
! drinke inthis poiſon greedily, and will ſhew that themſelves are of | 
kinneto the elder, by bending the ſame way. How carefull therefore 
ſhould elder perſons be, to forbeare all ſuch wordes and carriages 
| before theſe buds, as may begin to ſeaſon with evill roo tootimely 2 | 


and why ſhould any be fo naught as yer ſome parents have beenc, to | 
; , 

| 

| 


{ 


delight to teach their childeren libidinous ſongsand carriages ? ſome 
loveſinne ſo well, thatthey delight ro inſtru young ones in this foule | 
and obſcene trade. Hath any amongſt you ſpate out this venome in | : 
the preſence of young ones, to make them ſooner wicked then elſe 
'they would 2 O how very great is his finne, whoſe filthineſſe will 
| live in another when himlſclfe is dead. A man hath more cauſeto 
| bewaile the contagion of his luſt in this kinde, then the Juft it ſelfe in 
himſelfe, he may kill it by repentance,but whatavill he doe toſtop the 
contagion inanother. | 
 Againe, the fault is exceedingly aggravated from the manner of | z, From the 
doing. Firſt, they carried themſelves moſt impudently in this mat- | 7a2ncr ot do- 
ter, they ſtucke not to tell their minde plainly, bring them out to us, | * © 
fay they, and they doe not pretend any honeſt errand, nor will fo | 
much as goe about the buſh alittle to ſhelter their naughtineſfle, rill | - G 
opportunity ſerved to put it in practiſe, but as if it were the moſt 
honeſt occaſion that might be, they proclaime, that wee may know 
them. The Holy Ghoſt abhorrcth turpitude of ſpeech, and therefore | 
delivers their meaning in a modeſt phraſe, but whither they affeted | 
any ſuch modeſt vaile of ſpeaking, its greatly queſtionable, ar leaſt it 
is more probable, that thoſe which would declare their mindes fo | 
| openly and ſo loudly, would utter it alſo as broadly, for ſhame is the | | 
oncly pull. backe to theſe kinde of looſe ſpeeches. Menfeare to ſpeake | 
proſſely, becauſe they would not be thought ſo vile as to delighr in | 
filthineſſe, and he that would be knowne to intend ſuch aleudneſle, | 
(no queſtion but he would alſo pleaſe himſclfe in the worſt phraſes he 
'could invent. | 

Impudency in ſinne, eſpecially in this ſinne againſt which God | 
[hath pleaſed to arme corrupr nature with ſome degree of ſhame; for | 
| Were1t not a matter of reproach to offend in this kinde, how few would 
live chaſtely in their younger and wilder dayes? nay ſcarce in their | 
elder. Mens credit is dearer to them then their ſoule, pleaſure would 
conquer conſciencein thoſe in whom it cannot conquer vaine-glory: 
but I fay impudency in all finnes, chiefely in this finne, doth make 
It out of meaſure wicked : they canner bluſh,ſaith the Propher, they de- | 169-2-9: 
Clare their ſinne like Sodome, they know not how to be aſhamed when they | 
V 2 had | 
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| had done evill, It is afigne that a man hath ſtripr himſele: ef the | 
' nature of a man when he begins not to be aſhamed of fſinne eſpeci-| 
| ally nor of this finne. A. beaſt harh nor the underſtanding to:diſeerne | 
 theturpirude of cvill, therefore he cannot be aſhamed, ſo the. ſhame-| 
 lefſe isturned into a very beaſt, having . loſt the ſence of good and; 
' evill : ſuch aone,if any, hath gotten ro himſelfe that which is called 
| a reprobate minde, aminde that cannot trie or proove things, thar 
| can put no difference. eds 2135 Hon | 
; Therefore learne to preſerve ſhamefaſtneſſe in your ſelves, andto 
know how to bluſh,ir is the colour of vertue in the younger ſort,which | 
ſhould onely therefore be ſeparated from elder perſons, becaule. they 
ſhould then be more perfe& thento ſay or doe things that might.oc- 
cafionit,elſe impudencic in viceis the more loathſome by how much | 
the head is grayer; Indeed want of ſtore of bloud will not giveſo 
reda hue to the cheekes, but if anold man be not more confounded 
within himſelfe for his wickedneſle then a younger, it is a figne that 
his, age hath profited little in ability of judging, and diſcerning evill 
from good and good from evill. It any amongſt you finde himſelte | 
{to havea brazen fore-head, that isnever awhit abaſhed ar the doing 
ofevill, chicfcly of wanton deeds, that he cares not much who ſees 
| or khowes, whatdirt is harboured in his minde, he isneere neighbour | 
to a Sodomite. | 
| Butasthey didit impudently, ſo moſt wilfully, for when Lot by 
loving dehorrations, and (as any bur a brutiſh perſon would have con- 
ceived) offers of that which might have better contented them, then 
[thar whichthey propounded (even his owne two daughters virgins) | 
yet they grew diſdainefull rowards him, ſtand farre of or beyond, the 
| word is, approach beyond, as muchas in our phraſe, get thee farther of, 
'and accuſing him of great inſolencie, that being a ftranger would 
[needs make himſelfe a Judge, (He takes upon him as a chiefe rulerin 
| ithe conceirt of a wicked manthar ſeckes ro drive him from his {inne) 
they fall to threaten, that chey will deale worſe with him then with 
.them. So gentle words did rather cxaſperate rhem, then any thing 
' mitigate rheir eagerneſſe, therefore the Angels pulling in LZo# unto 
;them into the houſe, ſtrike the men with blindneſle, a kinde of gid- 
| dincfie of braine and dazeling of eyes, liketo thoſe that have fed of! 
ſome kinde of roote that makes them little leſſe then wilde and mad 
forthertime, they could notfinde the deore by groping, and yetcon-! 
'rinuedRill ro wearie themſelves by groping after ir. 
' Hereis thegreateſt obſtinacy and wilfullneſſe in ſinning rhat could 
 beimagined, whennot alone no loving diſfwafion could withdraw ' 
their mindes from ſuch a ſhamefull attempt, bur even the heavic and : 
| immediate hand of God was unable to pull them backe from contt- | 


; Nuing in their horrible and outragious onſets. God might by force | 
hold them from doing theevil!, but from indeavouringto doc itno- | 
| thing would hinder; to be ſo hard-hearted in a finfull courſe, that 
{neither words nor blowes will ſo much as interrupt a man in his: 
naughtineflc ,: 
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i naughtineſſe, or cauſe himto turnea little aſide, or make a little ftop 
| 2Aaug . : A oa 

' in it, but thathe ruſheth like a horſe intothe battell, plunging him- 

'ſclfe in it likea madman runaing ro drowne himfelfe,and with violence | 
ſtriving to rid himſelfe of them rhar ſecke to hinder him from wor-' 
king his miſchicfe, this may ſeeme as high a degree of ſinning, as thar | 
| ofthe Sodomntes. | 
|  Orakeheed thar ſinne Jay not ſo faſt hold npon you, ler it not be 1 
ſo abſolnte and mighty a commander. I pray you examine yoor | 
ſelves, whether you have not ſinned groffely, boldly, wiltully, and 
' obſtinately in ſome other kinde, as the Sodomrtes in maſculine luſts, 
\at Jeaſt whether you have nor diſcovered the ſame faults in leſſer de-| 
[grees, and know thar more deepe remorſe and wounding of heart is 
;neceſſary to be ſovght after by all men for finnes that have ſo many 
' weights attheir heeles ro make them heavier. They muſt rend our ; 
'foules more, which are laden with ſuch conſidera: tons, Was nor the 
finnegrofſe £ Yes. Did Tnot commit it preſumptuouſly s Yes. Did | 
I not commit it ſhameleſly « Yes. Did I not commit it wilfully z 
Yes. Did Inotpeſiſtin ir againſt dehortaions? Yes. Was I fofu- 
rious that ſome ſtrong hand of God befalling in the inſtane could | 
not hinder mee 2 Yes. O then how Sodomiticall was this finne, and} | 
(how ſhould I wonder that I ſhould ſe farre ſurpzſſe all bounds | 
/and breake all bands as ro commir ſuch acrime in ſuch a man- 
ner. h 
But hereis one fault particularly to be noted in Lots ſonnes in Law, | The finne of | 
their Father ſought ro gerthem our of that place, and ſo our of that | [9*ennesin } 
plague, and therefore by commiſſion from the Angels, went forth | would noe be | 
rothem, acquainred them with che perill and beſought them to ſave | futed by heir 
themſelves, rhey count his words no better then the doating dreames | Os | 
of anold man, and will not be mooved arall, unleſſe it be to laugh | 
at him, and ſo they burne with the other Sodomites, becauſe rhey 
would not belecve their danger. Thus doemen yet ſtill pull perdi- ; 
tion on themſelves, the Miniſters of the Goſpell preachto us to the | 
ſame purpoſe, that Tot did ſpeake unto his ſonnes in Law. Come| 
out of ſuch and ſuch a finne, for God will ſurely deſtroy the com- 
mitters of it, and what ſucceſle doe we meecte withall? Afrer many 
an houre beſtowed in ſeeking ro make men ſee, thar ifthey doe ſuch 
things, they ſhall not inherit the Kingdome of Heaven, but ſhall fall 

into the Lake that burneth with fire and brimſtone, wee have no | 
' [other fruir, our words appeareto them as if they were the words of 
one that mocked or were in jeſt, they will not be made to thinke 
that any ſuch danger is necrethem. Tell mee, Ibeſeech you what you 
thinke £ might not Lots two ſonnes have cſcaped this fire of Sodome_ 
if they would 2 Whar was the cauſe of their periſhing, but becauſe 
they would not belcevetheir Father in Law 2 alſo they might have 
leftthe City with him and aſcaped the brimſtone. Surely beloved 
you ſhall be able to alledge nothing ar the laſt day ro make your f 


 |defirution more tollerable, for why doe you perifh' bur be- 
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cauſe you will not give credit to the threats of God ,* .and 1. 
' [bour to leave all finne which you may as well indeavour to leave, 
if your wilfullncſſe did not hinder, as Lots ſonnes might have left 
Sodom? 3. 

If you ſay,we could not beleevethoic words. 

[ anſwer, true, but even as theſe wrerches could not beleeve their 
Father, becauſe by hardening themſelves in evill they had made 
themſelves obſtinare againſt every thing thar croſſed their carnall de- 
Gres. It is a fearefull finne Brethren, to be no otherwiſe affeed to 
the threats denounced againſt your ſinnes by Gods Miniſters, then 
| 2s theſe graceleſſe young men, even to thinke them but words of 
| 


a 
—_— 


ſport, counterfeir words which have no truth nor ſubſtance intchem, 
' but were very mockery and ſcoffage : ſo thought theſe fooliſh fel- 
| Jowes, butic the morningthey were made to feele what they would 
not beleeve at midnight; when they ſcorched in the flames, they in 
vaine repented their i]l entertainement of their Father in Lawes ſpee- 
| chcs and perſwaſions, andto no purpoſe wiſhed that they had beene 
| over-intreated by him. A number of you live in the ſelfe-ſame 
ſinne, hee that rhrearens hell-fire and deitruction againit you, for 
your drunkenneſſe, filthinefſe, revenge, worldlineſſe, is counted a 
mocker, an idle fellow, that knowes not what hee ſaith, but muſt 
ſay ſomething when he is gotten into his Pulpit, and rio more recko- 
ning doe you make of it: but when death hath carried yeur ſoules 
to hell, then you ſhall roo late accuſe your owne folly, and wiſh 
you had hearkened with more belicfe. O accept theſe threats with 
-2"% that they may draw you out of finne and fave you out of 
hell. 
| Orher fines | THE finnes of Soaome related by e<Atoſes you have heard of; 
of the Sodo- | The Prophet Ezekiel by way of upbraiding Tudah, relates ſome 
grace | other finnes together with this, as you may reade, Zzek. 16. 49. 
Py Pride, fullneſſe of bread, and abnndance of rdleneſſe were in her, 
b_ and in her daughters, and they ſtrengthened not the kand of the poore 
| | and needy, and they were haughty and committed abhomination before 
| ECD 
\Prideis agreat! Firft, the Holy Ghoſt tclleth us of their pride, this is a grievous 
_ vice, pride of heartis afcarcfull finne. *Tis like agreat ſwelling in 
the body, which unfitteth it for any good ſervice, and is apt to pu- 
ſts nature ſul- trifie, and to breake and runne with loathfome and foule matter. So 
ly dilcoverc%. | doth this pride diſable the ſoule from any good duty, and at lcſt 
breakes forth into moſt odious and filrhy deeds that caulce itto betedi- 
| ous to God and wan, The Scripture often condemneth it, and pro- | 
| rounceth heavie threats againſt it, Pſal.73.6. a wicked man is bla- 
| | med, becauſe pride compaſſeth him 4s 4 garment, he weareth it upon | 
| himſelfe as ſome faire and gorgeous robe of which hee is ſo farre 
| from being aſhamed, rhat hc rejoyceth. in it, -and thinketh himſclfe 
| to be made- more comely and honourable by it, and Prov.$.x3. hee | 
' faith, zbe feare of God is to bate pride, amongſt other things there - 
2 med. 
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med. Ir muſt needs be concluded to be a fearcfull offence, the ha-' 
red of which muſt needs ariſe from the feare of God. Ir is bla-; 
med in an Heathen Nation, 1er,48.29. Wee have heard of the pride 
of Moab, -he i exceeding proud, his loftineſſe, arrogancie and pride, and. 
the hawghtineſſe of his heart. The Propher ſaich of the Tewes roo,Chap 
| 13.13 thar hee will weepe in ſecret places for their pride. And our! 
| Saviour reckoning up that abhominable litter and broode of finnes 
| which bave their originall in mans heart, that is, his corrupt in- ! 
ward diſpoſition, amongſt the reſt nameth pride, CAaarke7.22. And! 
how much God heteth rhis vice, is evident by the threats which in 
| his Word he hath thundred againſt it. S. Peter ſaith, 1 Epift. Chap. | 
'5.5, God reſiſteth the proud, hee ſets himſelfe againſt him as in an | 
{armie ordered for the barrell, he is alwaies in the field as ir were | 
! with his troopes ranked and ready to give the onſet and rake every ! 
advantage of doing him miſchiefe, Salomen ſaith, Prov.ir.2. When 
pride commeth then commeth a fall, a man is apt to runne into moſt ; 
' ſhamefull faults, and ſo tobriog upon himſelfe the greateſt of all re-: 


! 


proaches when once hee giveth pride the poſſeſſion of his heart, and 
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| 
| 
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after, Prov.16.28. Pride goes before deſtruction, This finne is a ne- : 


| 
| 


 ceflary forerunner of ruine, it is an Harbenger to note our a lodging | 
place for miſery and calamity, and Chap.29.23. A mans pride ſhall 
bring him low, traly low enouzh, even as low as hell ir felfe, for | 
muſt ir not needes caſt him lowand low that maketh God his utter | 
enemy. 
Tc ik be aloathſome vice, if wee conſider the cauſes whence 
ir comes, and rhe fruits which it produceth. The roote of it is no- 
thing but ignorance or follie or bothz Ignorance is the notknowing | 
of what one ſhould know, Folly the not uſefull confidering of whar | 
one doth know, and were nor the heart made ftarke blinde with one 
or both of theſe vices, ir could never ruſh into pride. For ſo meane is 
2 manin his very Creation that he comes of duſt and nothing, and in 
{ his finfull corruption, now much more meane when he is of his Fa- 
ther the Divell as rhe Scripture faith, nothing but the ſpawne of 
| Hell, and a very baſtard mi{-begotten by the Prince of darkeneſle, 
and ſubjetto ſo many mileries here, andio ſuch a weight of erernall 
miſery hereafter, that if he wereduely informed of this baſeneſſe,and 
did rightly belceve ir, and conſider of it, hee could nor poflibly be 
puffed up with a good conceir of himſelfe. Bur his high fancies are 
Fever ſtrong and working in him, when his heart is ſo filled up with 
| darkeneſſe and blindnefle, thar either he doth not at all or not cer- 
tainely know theſe things, A drunken beggar will carry himſelfe 
like ſome Emperour, and he cares for no man, becauſe he hathnot the 
W 3ttotake notice of his owne baſeneſſe. So it is with the proud 
man, fo very a foolc heeisthar hee cannot inſtru himſelfe of his 
owne contemptibleneſſe, and therefore he is apt to belifted upin him- 
{elfe, now folly and ignorance be ſo vile things themſelycs, that no 
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wicked. 


| naturall iſſue of them can chooſe bur be like themſclveseven finfull and 


T2norance 
What? 
Folly what? 


Va  Againe, 
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ſes, and regardlefle of his threats, fo that hee defpifeth and con- 


_ i ſoncan pleaſe him, he is ſtill finding faults, juſt” like one thar hath | 


| Againe, the cffesof it are exceeding hurtfull, the puniſhments ie 


' cauſcch the Lord ro lay upon men are grear, as you heard be. 
| fore, he is aprofeſſed enemy to him, hee hath threatned to pull him | 
| downe, Hee that exalteth himelfe ſhall be abaſed. God will marre the_ 
| pride of men and flaine their cxcellencie, and he plagues them oftenin 
| their bodies and ſtates, by giving them up to ſuch abſurd carriages, as; 
' doe pull ruine upon themſelves, and alwaics in their ſoules by giving 
[chem upto the hardneſle of their hearts, ſo that they be of allthe 
| moſt impenitenrand irreformable, and therefore it is ſaid,-that when 
i God will converc aman he covers his pride by chaſtiſements, and 
' when 7ererzy chargeth the people ro amend and give glory to God 
| before his judgements come upon them, hee faith, if you will not 
' beare my ſoule ſhall weepe in ſecret for your pride, noting that this fil- 
thy pride doth evenſtop up the cares againſt all wholeſomeadvertife. 
' ments.O how fearefull a vice is that which cuts off the way to all 
amendmenr, by turning away the care from recciving inſtruction,the 
principall inſtrumentof working amendment? 

; Butirproducerh many ſinfull carriages in all reſpects. 

{ Firſtinreſpe@ofall perſons. Secondly,of all ſtates. Thirdly,of all 
; qualities. For perſons, it makes him in whom ir ruleth, and fo farre 
as ic ruleth rebellious againſt Gods precepts, careleſſe of his promi. 


hd 


'remnerh all che authority of God, and will not be guided by his coun- 
ſell. Caine was aproud man you all know, hce would never elſe 
have killed his Brother on that quarrell whereof you heard, Now 
when God himſelfe came to admonifh him and difſwade him from 
'thar murder, it was all in vaine, hee would not hearken to God, 
mr continued to harbour malice ti]l it brake forth into bloud- 
hed. | 
In reſpe& of men, for ones ſelfe it makes him ſelfe-iſh,all for him- 
ſelfe, not regarding who be hurt ſo himſcife bepleaſed, ſelfe-willed 
and heady, ſo that no counſel! will rule, but hee will head ſtropgly 
like amadded beaſt runneon in his owne race, as the Capraines that 
came to Jeremy for counſell, becauſe they were proud men, andas 
[the Scripture notes would nor accept of his counſell. And it fills| 
'him full alwaies of diſcontent, fretting and vexation, nothing, no per- 


' a ſwelling upon his hand, ſomething or other toucheth ir till and, 
; drives him to out-cries. 

And for others, towards his ſuperiours he is undutifull and will not | 
heed their words nor be ruled byrhem. He thinkes himfelfe roo good | 
to receive their correction or reproofes or chaſtiſements,and growes 
, worſe ratherthen better. For his inferiours he is likely tyrannicall and | 


i 


| Lionlike,and cares not how he diſgraceth, and wrongeth, and over-pu- } 


1 


; mſheth them,rating and ſtriking and laying about him even for nothing 
| Or as good as nothing. For thoſe that are more proſperous then 


| 
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p—_— and excel! him inany thing he is ever envious and ſpices 
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and malignes them. for ir. Forthoſethat are below him,he is ſcorne- | 
Gull and diſdainefull, and infolent in deriding and (eighting them, 
for his equals hee is arrogant and inſolent roo, ſtill lifting himſelfe 
| above them and preferring himſelfe before them. If he mecte with | 
men in agoodeſtate he grudgeth at them, if with miſerable men he | 
ſcornesthem, and paſſerh by rhem pirtileſly, if not ſcoffingly. And ; | 

| 

| 


| towards all in generall, he is contentious and froward, -ready to picke 
and proſecute quarrells, zo make the worſt of every thing, and torake | | 
all withthe left hand ready ro work in proud wrath, quickly angry, 
and apt to vent his anger in loity and fcornefull ſpeeches, compa- 
rings,revilings,upbraidings. If he deale with friends,he is unthanke- | 
full, they muſt be his-ſlaves ſtill to humour him in every thing, alfo OT 
all former goodturnes, are forgotten; towards his enemies he is in- 
finitely revengtull, cares not what ill he doththem in requitall,\and 
will ſcarce ever forget an imaginary wrong. I meane ſuch a one as | 1 
doth ſeeme none to any bur himſelfe, and thoſe whom he hath made | | 
crooked by a falſe and partiall relation. Thus in reſpec of per- | 
ſons. —_— | 

For eſtates give him adverſity, he isfullen, dogged, impatient,can- | 
not ſtoope toit : blamesevery body for it and cares not what thifts | 
he uſeth rogetout. Give him proſperity, he abuſeth ir and dath | 
miſchiefe with it, at leaſt dorh no good with it but makes it an in- 
| [krument of ſerving his pride andother luſts, ſo that hee is good for 
nothing in any place, he can ſtoope to no burden, nor buckle to no 
| ſervice, being juſt like a goutie legg, well neither lying ſtill nor ſtir- 
[ring,or aſicke body neither well a bed nor up. n = | 
| Forqualitics,the good qualities of others he knowes how to vitiate, | 
 |traduce, calumniare and make them ſeeme vices, and will have ſome- 0 
what to ſay to blemiſh them. For bad qualities he makesthem worſe | 
{then they be, aggravates them by miſ{-relating, and turnes them into a | | 
jeſt and laughter,ſcorning rather then pitying him in whom he thinkes | ſ 
they be, asthe Phariſee did the Publican. His owne ill qualities, he| | 
will not ſee, he will not confefle, he will not mend, but hides them, l 
: excuſes them, defends them, and many times boaſteth in them. His 
; good qualities he marres and corrupts, and doth fo lift himſelfe.up 1 
: for them, that moſttimes they be even troubleſome to others and re- 
' proachfull ro himſelfe, he knowes them ſo too well and makes fo 
. too much of them, that no man elſe can finde any .commendable- 
 nefle in them, they be but matter for bragging and boaſting and tcl- 
 linggay tales of himſelfe, whathe hath done orcan doc; ſo it makes 
his vices worſe, and turnes his vertues even into vices. Can thar be 
other then a moſt hatcfull and filthy vicethar bringeth forth ſo. many 
bad effeRs? and yetall theſe and many more thatI cannot reckon up, 
| doc moſtapparantly follow from pride in what degree it ſelfe is ſuffe- 

redto prevaile in men. 

Now I pray you beloved ſearch into your ſelves, and lookeabout if 
you cannot ſecethis vice abroad in your neighbours. Let mepropound 
this 
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this queſtion to cach of you, doc 'you know never aproud man 


| whom you judge to be full of prides you would anſwer- this 
queſtion in your owne hearts. Doe you ſee or know a proud man 
or woman in the place where you dwell 2 I am afraid, you that 
be poore will looke upon the gayer cloathes of the wealthie, and 


| ſay without doubt they be monſtrous proud that muſt weare ſuch 
| gay things about them, when others of as good earth as them- 


{elves goe almoſt naked or ſo ſimply clad. And I feare, leaſt you 
that are wealthy will finde cauſe to blame ſuch aone and ſucha one 
for pride, becauſe their carriage 1s ſo andſo: many of you can' ſee 
pride (Idoubtnot) peeping out of the poore mans rags, and craw- 
ling like ayermine our of his meane garment: yea, you that be 
poore, I feare will finde agreat deale of pride abroad, you will not 
 returne without finding it, for in truth it is a fruit of pride to finde 
| pride every where but in ones ſclfe. Therefore I recant this ſpeech 
'now, and I pray you leave that forreine inquirie, and come you 
| home every ſoule to himſelfe, and ſearch ar home each in his owne 
| boſome, houſe, carriage. And rell mee or rather God who ſpeakes 
to each, art nor thou thy ſelfe ſomewhat a kinne to the generation 
of Sodeme ? a veſlell in whom the Divell and fleſh hath laid up a deale 
of pride. . 1 0 

Hou may perhaps aske me, how any man may know whether he be 
proud or no, I meane over-come with pride, full of ir, over-ruled 
by it. 

T ſpeake-to thee that. art poore and courſely clad, Doe not you 
thinke that you are as good men and women as thoſe that are fine. 
lier clad? and if you had as good ſuites and ornaments as' they, 
you ſhould be never a whit inferiour to them : have you nat theſe 
( kinde of vying buzling thoughts in you? in truth, this is nothing 


| 


{nakes almoſt nothing « the mudde, the ſcumme, three-halfe-per- 
ny creatures, leſſe then duſt almoſt to you, muſhroms, ſhrubs, veri- 
ly, theſe thoughts proclaime you to be monſtrous proud, and if 
you goc away with them on either fide and find them not, ſtop 
them not, blamethem not,it is certaine this vice hath aſtrong partic 
{in you and invery deed doth over-maſter you.” Tis pride of heart we 
 ſecke for, and 'cis nothing but pride that ſets up theſe briſtling 
thoughts in you. 


| neither will confefle it to his owne heart: Tt is certaine, this vice is 4s 
naturall toall mankindeas it is to be borne with eyes in their heads, 
with a mouth, with an heart, with a liver, with braine : The 
 vitall parts of our body doe not more ſurely come into the world 
withus, then this vitall part of the body of death and of corrupti- 
jon. Nowif you have never ſeene it nor could meete with it ws 

the 


” 4 _ 4 _—_—_—_————C 
ag "_— and I—_ _- IE" Cp ——— —_ A. 
> _ O—_ —_ 3  —_—_—— tt. AE. Lodi 


_— —_ —— 


' The Exampleof ' © u a v.19,&6c, 


in the Towne and doe you ſee never a one in the Church | 


but pride. And you that are richer, doe younort count theſe poore | 


| Butyer Iſhall give you another note, nothing is aſurer proofe of 
over-ruling pride, then this, that a man ſees no pride in himſeltc, 
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the cffets of it, fo asto know it, it is onely becauſe you are igno-| 
rant and blinde, and the more ignorant of your corruptions themore 
proud. When vices be not ſcene, they be not lamented, nor re-| 
fiſted with ſpirituall weapons, nay not with naturall good confide- 
| rations neither, and the lefſethey bercſiſted, the more they grow,and | 
the more they grow, the ſtrongerand bigger they be, and the more 
they rule in him in whom they be. If it were not therefore for 
want of underftanding, by this time a great number of you might 
perceive that you deſerve to be called ſonnes of pride, for your i | 
{clves cannot denie, but that you have. in a manner alwaics denied 
your ſelves to be proud, you never ſaw it in your hearts, nor con- 
tefſed before God with ſecret ſorrow for it ; Lord Tam very proud, | 
ſuch and ſuch effects proove mee to be very proud. And without ; 
doubt, hee that never did thus ſtrive to mortifie his pride, cannor | K 
but be a very proud man. Loe now I have ſhewed you how to. 
|finde out your pride, by not finding it out, and this is the ſureſt way | 
of finding ir, where it is moſt ir hides it ſelfe moſt from his eyes 
in whom it is, like the foundation of a building that is underground, 
though it beare up all thar is above the ground, or like ſome ſecretdi- | 
ſtemper in the inwards thar ſhewes not it ſelfe but by irs effeds. 

Bur ler mee tell you what pride is, that you may the better know 
itand acknowledge it when you mecte with it, I ſhall deſcribe it | =þ 
in the words of an excellent deſcriber of vices. The inordinate de- | P7ide what i 
fire of ones owne excellencie is but an effe& of ir. The Apoftle| 
S. Paul tells you moſt briefely, and yet moſt clearely, whart iris, 
when he ſaith, 1f a man thinke himfelſe to be ſomething when hee « x0-| Gal.6.z, 
thing, hee deceiveth himſclfe. Loe afingular definition of this vice. 
It isthat vice, by which a manthinkes himſclfe ſomething when he| 
is nothing; whereby hee makes too great reckoning of himlelfe, 
judging himſelfe ro be better then hee 15, raking himſelfe for gold 
when he is but copper, for a goodly thing when hee is but dirt, for 
ſomething when hee is nothing, ſaith our Apoſtle. Pride is the vice 
of over-prizing himielfe, ſetting roo much ſtore by himſelfe, as a | 
childe out of his folly makes a great account of a white pibble- | 
fone, ſo man our of his folly makes great reckoning unduely of him- 
ſclte, ſets too high a price on himſelfe, as a covetous over-reaching 
Chapman on his wares. A man if he would conſult with himſelfe 
could not bur confeſfe thar he is nothing, but hee doth with him- 
ſelfe as ſome folkes doe by Dogs and Monkies, they know they 
be paltry carrions, beaſts, yet they ſet great ſtote byrhem and make 
pretious account of them for their mindes ſake, ſo doe we men by | 
our ſelves, notwithſtanding the imperfet knowledge of our nothing- 
neſſe, and this is the pride of heart which wee ſecke for. O ſee it, 
ſee it, that is it rules ineach of us naturally, every ſonne of Adam 
makes an over-great account of himſelfe, ſets himſelfe at too 
high arate, for ſo flender is the knowledge of God that hee ſets EE -2? 
morc by himſclfe ghen by God, and Iam ſure that isto ſetroo much 
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| - [by himſelfe. A man counts himſclfe ſomething that is nothing, yea | 


he accounts him thatis nothing, more then hio\ that is infinitely more 
then all things. - Judge you ifthere be not cauſc that God fhould reſiſt 
| him in whomthere isthis vice regnant, this highthing that lifts it ſelte 
| againſt the knowledge of God. _ i | 
| | T ſhall ſhew you the. degrees. of this vice now. They be two, 
| | predominant and mortified, predominant where it is not depoſed by 


| the power of ſanifying grace, which alone killeth ſinne, and fo ir 
ruleth in all men naturally, and will rule untill the Lord beſtow his: 
| humbling Spirit upon them, which making them firmely to beleeye 
| the dodrins of mans miſery begins by little and little to d:ththem | 
uite our of conceit with themſclves, and to eſteeme themfcives the | 
baſeſt of all creatures almoſt, even creatures worthy to be damned ; | 
and moſt vile therefore. But when pride is thus caſhiered by the 
entring in of true humiliation, there it no Jonger raigneth, there itis 
continually obſerved, the cvill iruite of it noted, arraigned, condem- 
ned before God, and many an heavy figh and ſupplication is ſent up 
to God againſt it; and there it is not a King, a Commander, there ir 
is not imputed, there it doth not denomina:e the man, but where ir 
is not thus depoſed and dethroned, it is not marked, the ill fruits of 
it are not drawne before Gods tribunall, they are not ſorrowfully 
| | confeſſed, nor carefully reſiſted, there ir is the Lord of the heart, 
'and there itdoth raigne and is imputed, and doth denominate theman 
| in whom it is,and he is a proud man. — 
$ But now whereit raigneth, it 15sto be found in two plaine differen- 
:ces. Intheone itis like unto a beaſt that is fed fat at graſle, oris well 
\provendred with good feeding, luſty and ſtrong, and ſturdy and 
|bolde. In the other it is like unto the ſame beaſt, kept leane and 
/poore, and weake and feeble, over wrought, thinly fed, and ill 
/provendred ; It is the ſame beaſt ſtill, bur ir ſcarce lookes like the 
fame, ar carrics it ſclte like the ſame: Sometimes pride is fed with 
wealth and honour, and theſe outward things in abundance, and with 
'great excellent parts of nature, wit, learning, beauty, ſtrength and 
'thelike, yea and with a kind of fiery remper of body. When it hath 
all, or many of thefe cncouragements and helpcs, it is like a flouri- 
 ſhing King that goes abroad in progrefle among his people; then it 
1s bold and audacious to produce its ill effes, ir dares ſhew it ſelfe 
1nits proper perſon, and be ſcene by any eye, then will a man affirme 
to himſelte, that he 1s a perſon of ſome valew, one that hath ſuch | 
| wit,e7c. why heis I hope a worthy and excellent perſon. So pride 
' will ſtare aman inthe tace, and profeſle it ſelfeif ir be well helped up 
| with theſe outward things ; Bur if it be kept dawne with poverty) 
| with meaneneſle in ourward reſpects, and with great croſſes, then 
'itis ſomewhat fearefull ro be ſeene, then it hides its head, it is like a 
| King brought behind by rebels, who keepes himſclfe within ſome 
| place of fortification, and will not commir'himſelfe to hazard, but | 


\{til ne is a King, and takes upon him asa King, So pride in ſuch will 
not ? 
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not make a man ſay plainely he is ſome body, heisa perſon of worth, i 
[but till in the ſecrer of his heart he makes high account of himſelfe, ! HY 
and is ready ( as I ſaid before) to think heis asgood a man, though 
[he be notasrich, as learned; yea ſometimes this vice of pride though 
raigning, YEt 1s like a bad tyrannicall Prince, kepr in by ſome coun- | 
[{cl]orof ſpeciall truſt, as 7oaſh by Tehojada, I meanc, itis a little held | 
lin compaſle by good education and precepts of morality, and a kinde | 
of reſtraining grace, and then it is farre more moderate in its cftcds, | 
and will not ſo cxcefſively bewray it ſelfe, othertimes it is like a tyranc, ' 
which hath a councell as bad as himfelfe, it rangeth whether it liſteth, | 
when it wants good education, and reſtraint of a divine hand to keepe | 
ir downe, and then the effeRs of ir be prodigious. Knoyy therefore | 
[that a man may be und-r the dominion of pride, though he be not fo | 
| outragious and enotmious in the effects of ir, as ſome others be, and | 
if you will take atrue triall, here iris. I can know whart account any 
man makes of a thing by his carriage, when that thing is deprefled, 
abuſed, wronged, vilifi-d, and ſo may I know what account I make : 
of my ſelfe by my demeanour in occafion of {'ich uſage. | | 

When you have learnt how to find out this finne, if you pleaſe, | The meanes 
will you learnealfo to ſubdue it? the way is firſt to markethe fruites | *2 _ {>due- 
of it, as they breake forth in your lives, which fruits we have dif- | Ns 
covered before. Impatiency, bragging, contention, envying, 
lleighting and deſpiſing of ethers, and eſpecially working in proude 
wrath, that is, falling into ſuch extreame firs of anger, thar a man 
cares not almoſt what hee ſaith or doth to them that have angered 
him. | 
'. Secondly, When you finde them tofall upon them with ſorrowand 
lamentation, arraigning and judging your ſelves for them before 
God, and labour to make your ſelves ſeemebaſeinyour owne eyes be- 
cauſe of them. | 

Thirdly, To pray heartily againſt it, and to beg the Spirit of God | 
to humble you and caft you downe. There is a thing that looketh 
{omewhat like humility, and it is nothing but a heart a little kept | 
| downe with croſfes, or with education and good inſtructions, this 
may be found where the Spirit of ſandification is not, but true hu- 
mility isan effe& of Gods Spirit thoroughly ſandifying the heart, A 
man by being conſcious ro himſelte of his owne naturall imperfeQions 
and defeats may be kept alittle under, fo thar his pride will not*ſo 
'boldly lift up it ſelfe, but no man depoſeth pride from raignine, | 
| but by the Spirit of God, you muſt therefore intreatthe Lord by the t 
(operation of his Spiritto ſubdue your pride. | 
{ Laſtly, You muſt exerciſe your ſelves in good meditations, con- 
cerning, Firſt, your naturall miſery and meaneneſſe. Secondly, your 
(ſpiritual, The natural! ſeene in our birth, life, death, entrance into the 
world,continuance in it,departure out of it. 
_ Firft, how little and meancare we ip reſpe of our entrance, what 


wa we come from at firſt, and originally but very nothing? rhere | 
| | X was 
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wasatime whiett we were tiot, having alone a potentiall being, thar is, | 
| a being not yet in being; but alone lockt up as it were in the cauſes | 
of It; yea there was a time, when wee were not in any ſecondary | 
SH cauſes, but alone in the oinnipotency of God , who was able tg 
make us of nothing. And ſurely, rhat which comes from nothing 
| can be no exceeding excellent thing 1n ir ſelfe, and if it have any 
excellency. it hath ir from another, to whom all the glory of its 
due. Yea what was the matter of which God madeus atthe firſt - 
not gold, filver, brafſe, iron, wood, or any more then common | 
thing, buteventhe duſt of the earth, for you have heard how Adam 
was formed. Dowbtlefſe the Lord did this of purpoſe to miniſter 
matter of humbling men unto their meditations; for if I came from 
duſt, I ſhall ſurely ſavour of mine originall; a thing made will haye 
2 reliſh of the matter whereof ir is made, unleffe it receive an excee. . 
ding great change, therefore Abraham confeſied unto the Lord, 1 an 
duſt and aſhes, Call we our ſclves by that name ſeriouſly and often, 
and duſt cannot ſwell : itt may be blowne away, ir cannot be puf- 
fed up. | 
Bur: let us looke upon a man in the courſe of his life, and that with} 
| reference to the go00d he hath and can doe, and to the evill he hath or! 
| is able to doe. The good he hath firſt is exceeding litrle, compared 
'to that which God and Angels have, as no man will deny thar ſhall 
make the compariſon; Now he ought it he were wiſe to compare 
himſelfe wirh his betrers, and nor with his inferiours. Set a man in: 
| ballance toa beaſt heis ſome body, he hath reaſon, wifſedome, and 
thelike, ſethim inthe ballance with Gad, heis a mcere foole, acom- 
| ound of weakencfle and vanity, all he doth know, all he can know, 
WD we lefle then nothing. Yea compare him with an Angel, how filly 
;ts he, how feeble 2 one Angell is able ro know more then all men, 
'andto doemore, one Angell canbeguile all men and deftroy all men; 
j [yea if you compare him with beaſts, he hath a lirtle more wit then 
1 | moſt of them, bur they have ſtronger bodies, perfeQer ſences, are 
'able to reare him in peeces, and can live withour him many of them 
| , better then he without them, fo thar he is more beholding ro them 
' then-they to him. So his good is little, little knowledge in reſpe&t 
| , of whar God and Angels have, and in reſpe& of thar he once had, 
| | and might have had ſtil], but that himſelfe deprived himſelſe of it. 
| Little ſtrength even in compariſon of beaſts, and muſt continue here 
'bur for a little time. | 
| Againe, this little is all borrowed, it isnone of his owne; he hath 
It of meere curteſie, and from the goodrniefle of another, ſo that he 
| is hdtro be counted better for ir, but alone more indebted : who ſwel-, 
| lerhfor a borrowedthing; or if he doe, who doth not befoole himfor | 
|it2 Tf amanthar hath no horſe be friehded'iwitha;good one, ſhall he 
be proud of it? and is notall we haveborrowed ? | 
| Nay thirdly muſt we'tiot 'be accoiritable for all we have, fo that) 
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ad muſt anſwer how they have ordered ir, ſhall ſuch a perſon bee 
proud? D | A 
And laſtly, what we have is uncertainetoo, *tis moveable *tis flec- 
ting, wee may looſe it we know not how ſoone ; we arc like te- 
\nan's at will, that cannot challenge ſo ninch as a quarter; nay nora| 2 
| weeke or minute : itill becomes ſo meanc a thing to thinke well of it | 
{clfe. | | | | | 
Now for the evill we have, that is much and our owne, that is | | 
| inſeperable and inavoideable, jt is great. O to how many and ſore 
crofles is every man ſubjeR 2 to dilſcaſes, to caſualities for goods, 
romadneſle, to injuries,and to a 1000. unhappineſſes, from which nci- 
ther wiſcdome nor ſtrength, nor riches, nor high places can fence and 
ſave him,cſpecialiy ro the vexation of hisowne heart,which is enough | ' 
to make him miſcrable though he were rid of all other cvils. And | 
theſe evils are come unto him as due puniſhments of his owne finnes, 
as fruits of his ill deſervings, and as cffeRs of his owne folly, and | 
miſcry is ſhamefull as well as bitrer, when ir is juſtly imputable ro 
the perſons ill carriage that ſuffers ir, becauſe his faults have broughe 
lit on himſelfe, and this evill is properly his owne, becauſe AEONGs 
it to none properly bur ro himlclfe, neither can any care of his pre-. | 
|yentit, bur he ſhall be ſo during life, and. ever as he lives longer ſq} 
ſhall he be ſubje& to more niiſery. Indeed ſome men icape jn.this 
world with morecaſc then divers others, but every man hath his pox- | 
tion, enough to make him know himſclfe'to be nothing, «nd cnough | 
to daſh pride out of countenance, it he would not hide his owne eyrs 
from taking notice of it. ” i 
Now looke to him in his cid, how little a thing will kill him 2 | 
a haite, or a ſtone of araiſin, the leaſt thing going awry. How little | 
2 place will hold him when he is dead 2 a poore winding ſheete, a | 
coffin, a littte hole in the carth, how little can he doe then 2 nothing | 
but feede wormes and yeeld forth a ſtinking ſmell. Looke upona| | 
man lying upon his death-bcd, groaning and panting for life, looke | 
pon im in his winding ſheete and coffin, bound hand and foote, | 
and impriſoned in thatnarrow ftockes. Looke upon him. in hisgrave, 
rotting and ſmelling and purrifying, and I hope you will caſily con- 
tefle, he hath cauſe to make but meane account of himſclfe, ſo will 
theſe thoughts helpe to chaſe out pride. 0 
_ Bur confider a man in his ſpirituall miſery, he was conceived in | | 
fine, he is ofhis father the Divell, he is a ſlave to finne, a traitor 
to God. He is full of all wickedneſle, deſtitute of all holineſſe, and 
cannot cſcape cternall damnation by any worth or power of his owne; 
but muſt needes finke downe to hell, and be made fucll for that cter- | 
nall burning. You ſec by what meancs you may ſubdue pride, hee 
that findeth it our and reſiſteth it with theſe weapons, ſhall un- 
doubtedly prevaile againſt it, hee that thinkes himſelfe free from | 
jit and takes no paines to ſubdue it, ſhall ſurcly bee conquered | [ 
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| And let the confideration of rhis, that pride is ſo foule a vice ; 
make you bleſſe God with much thankfulneſle for crofles, affliions, | 
and divers temprations and tribulations, for what be they elſe bur 
medicines to take downe pride 2 and who that hath a great ſwel. 
lihg in his body, doth not thinke it a benefit deſerving recompence 
| as'well as thankes, to have a fit medicine prepared and applicd, that 
at length may take downe that ſwelling. Ir is to be confeſſed that 
the belt of men be roo proud evennow, notwithſtanding all che crof. 
ſes they have felr, and finnes they have committed. O how much 
proude would they have beene had not God made uſe of 
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ſuch things wo tame and depreſſe them? And of their pride 
muci. Eh 5 
2. Fulnefſe off The nextfaulſtis, fulneſle of bread, this is reckoned as afaulr, and 
_ either it is ſo indeed, or the Spirit of God was deceived, who purir 


downe here in the catalogne of Sodomitiſh crimes. You mult either 
grant that fulneſſe of bread is a foule finne, or elſe you mult tell the 
Prophet that himſelfe and the Spirit by which he ſpake were borh in 
Luk. 16.19, [an error. *Tis attributed to Dives in the Parable, Free fared deliciouſly 
every dey. *Tis charged on wealthy men, as one of the finnes that 
ſhall procure their howling and miſery, yos have nouriſhed your ſelves 
James,5.s. |iw the day of ſlaughter, roteaning, they gave theinſelves over to few 
_ and banqueting every day. A daily contitwall iuffing the 
belly 
body 


with ftore of ſavoury and delicate foode, is hurtfull for the 
ody and ſoule too. Uſe abſtinence, feed ſparingly, fare hard and 
_— ſometimes. And {0 muchforthe ſecond fin of Sodowee, falritiſe of 
read. £ 
2, Abundance, The third is abundance of idleneſſe, here is the fault it ſcifeidle- 
of idleneſſe. | nefſe, and the meaſure ofit, very much idkneſſe. Idlenefle is afinne 
eſpecially when it growes te be abundance of idlenefſe. Salomer hath 
Tdlenes a orear) DER himfelfe to the diſgrace of this faule in many of his Proverbes, 
fin and why ? | Ge #0 the piſmnire O ſluggard, Prov.6.9, & 9. how long wilt thou ſleeve ? 
& 10, Tet alittle ſleepe; 24.30. I went by the field of the ſloathfull, 
and by the vineyard of the man void of nnderffanding, a witleſle fellow, 
afoole. And the Apoſtle condemnes it in the younger widdowes, 
that they learne to be idle, 1 Tim.5.13. and many threats are made 4- 
| "a the idle perſon and the ſluggard, 19. 15. 4# idle ſonle ſhall ſaffet 
nger . | 
i There are divers reaſons to prove this fault to be a great ſine. 
Firft, it is a crofling of that end which God had in making man; hee 
made him to be uſefull and profitable as the members of the body, 
idlehefſe makes him unprofitable ; hee gave him 4 mine and abo- 
dy, fit for ufcfull and laborjousimployments, he ſpendsthis ftteneth | 
to 'ho- purpoſe. So he doth even thwart Gods intention in creating 
allthings, -and himſclfe among the reſt, for all weremade for labour 
in ſome fruitftill matter, as we ſeethe Sunn and heavenly bodies, the | 
waters and trees, and all che creatures no 
Ver” 5 3 Sccondly, he depriveth himſclfe of all right in conſcience to foode| 


y and' 
TO 5 - —_—_ 


nerd _— 
OSPREY ad _———___——- 


@ | _—_— : Wo n - - PTE | | | | 
Gun. Sodomites, Cua P.I9,GCC,, 233 Z 


{ y 


and other necefſarics, and makerh himſelfe a theefe in all he eaterth| 
and drinketh, and ſpendeth, for this.cauſe S, Pavl ſaith, hee that will! + Thelg.10. | 
yot worke let him not ceate, (ſo hee is interdiated the uſe of Gods 
creatures, aSit were aman baniſhed out of the world. A civill| 
right inthe courts of juſtice hee hathto the poſſeſſing of things, be: | 
[cauſe of his title to them and intereſt in them, but a conſcionable 
\rightro the uſe of them hee: hath not, therefore Paul wiſheth men | yeree x1. 
to labour and cate their owne bread, intimating that it is not their 
owne inthe court of conſcience before God if they gaine not anin- ; 
tereſt to it by paines. 
Thirdly, idlenefle is a great nouriſher of all vices. It nouriſheth | 3 
prideand ſelfe-conceitednetle, For the ſluggard is wiſer in his owne_ | p,,, .c 16. 
eyes then ſeven men that can render a reaſon, he is apt to filthinefle 
and luſt, why was Sogome ſo lewd, bur becauſe they were idle? 
Every temptation doth caſily ſcize upon him that is art leaſure, and | 
doth nothing, as a bird that fitteth ſtill on arree is cafily hirwith an | 
arrow or buller. He can have while to hearkento a tempration, and 
to ruminate upon the evill things which Satan and the fleſh doe 
ſtirre up. In nature things that lie til} gather ruſt, and ſtanding 
water ſoone breeds noyſome creatures, and ſoone putrifies, and ef- 
pecially idleneſſe makes a man abufie body, full of medling with 
other folkes' matters, and that for the moſt partto do more hurt then | 
ood. The naturcof man isaRtve, andifit be not imployed in ſome 
uſefull thing, it muſt followfinne and vanity. _ 
Laſtly, this finne expoſeth a man to want, 7dlexefſe will cloath with &e 
ragges, his penurie commeth like an armed man, and like a traveller, Pror-23.31. 
haſtily, ſurely, ſtrongly, it cannor be reſiſted, it will not linger, | ©" 
Hee that followeth waine perſons ſhall have poverty enough ; The ſlug-| & ,s., i 
gard will not plow in Winter, therefore bee muſt begge in Summer and | $20.4. 
have nothing. And if it fall out, thatgreat meanes doe.keepe an idle 
perſonfrom want, yet hee hath a moſt poore and beggarly ſoule, | 
| utterly deſtitute of ſaving graces and vertues, for he muſt labour for 
theſerhings thar will attaine them, 
| - But let us ſee, what idlenefle is. . It is that vice, by which men | wh. rateneged 
refuſe robeſtow themſelves conſtantly and painefully in ſome profi- | is. 
table thing, and take leavero ſpend their pretious time in things un- 
profitable: Some things are unprofitable ſimply, as fond and ro- 
ving thoughts, catling arid  vaine words, ſome things are unprofitable - 
accidentally, in reſpec of their exceſle, as ſports and paſtimes, and | 
ſleepe, and eaſe, and fitting till, and in reſpe& of the manner of 
doing, as dealing with aflacke hand and working by halves. He 
that will not continue to take paines in things uſefull and beneficiall 
to himſelfe and others, but whileth out his time in fitting ſtill and 
|twatling with others of. matters impertinent to him, or uſclefle in 
themſelves, or diſcourfing with himſclfe abour like points, or gives 
himfelfe to exceſle of {leepe or of ſports, or clſc followes his bu- 


fineſſe by the halves, this manis idle, and if hee doe ſo muchand | 
| | X 3 often | 
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often and almoſt continually, rhen is hee guilty even of abundance 
of idkenelle; 7: Cr Te 
I pray you cvery one, ſer your conſciences aworke to finde ow 
your owne finnefullneſle in this kinde; Doc not many of your 
| hands refuſe 'ro labour? Are you not ſuch as will not worke - 
Some arcidle, becauſe they have beche ſo ill educated, that the 
have not fitred themſelves for any calling, they have nothing ro doe 
nor cannot tell how to beſtow themſelves and- their times, Theſe 
are a kindeof vagrant people, though they have meanes enough to! 
live of, cyphers, good for nothing, bur to cate and dfrinke, ver. 
mine, Apes, Monkies, whoſe whole life is to cate and drinke and 
{leepe and ſport, and fit and ralke and laugh and be metry. Theſe | 
are Excrements in. humiane ſocieties, and the moſt miſerable of the. 
ſonnes of men, as baving brought upon themſelves by long uſe an 
habir of being idlesbees, and a kind of neceſlity to continue naught; | 
yer ſuch a heceſliry as doth not 'excuſe but aggravare the faule ; 
others againe arc idle, beciuſe though they have a calling, yet 
they have no mindeto follow it, but are cſtranged from the workes 
of their vocation, and loveto be gadding and rambling hither and 
hither, and every where, but where they ſhould be. Theſe are 
reat offendors, this idlenefle turnes their foode into poyſon, many 


' any good worke, but delight in that which. Salomon ſaith his vet- 


ſuch floathfull doe-naughts there arcinthe world. There be ſome 
ſervants ſluggiſh, ſlow-backs, whoſe hand is no ſooner from under 
the Governours eye, bur that it is alſo off from the worke, and they 
leave all andftt downe totalke by the fire-fide, or in acornert being 
[men of tongue,and further then eye-fervice. drives them. to. it, their 
chiefe imployment is twattle. 

Now [ pray you, if any be guilty to themſelves of lazinefle, un- 
willingneſſe to exerciſe themſclves painefully in their callings, ei- 
cher with hand or head or both, that they rake notice of it, ſure 
they be of kinne to theſe miſcreants the Sodemites; now begin to | 

{ Jabour. in this worthy worke of repenting for thine unprofitable li- | 
| ving. For ſure, if men muſt give an account for every idle word; 
'rhen other parts of idlenefſe muſt likewiſe: be broughe unto the 
reckoning. I pray thoſe that be of the richer. ſort, that doe tiot 
(finde a neceſſity of labouring laide upon them for their bellies ſake, 
'to take hecd that they paſſe nor over-their idleneſle as a {mall mat- 
'ter. Moſt times riches make men tarne Sodomites, they are proud, | 
[they give themſelves to :fullneſſe of bread, and to abundance of 
| 


| 


idlenefſe, they will nor fer themſelves to any diligent following of 


tuous woman would not doe, to cate the bread of idleneſſe. Surely the | 
God that made them as well as other men with bodies and : 
_—_ firred to doe ſervice, will not brooke their doing of no- | 
thing. | 

And ſecondly, I pray you ſhun, ſhun this Sedemiti(h ſinne, tak | 
[Lot liberty to be idle, but lay out your time ſo that you _ = 
| Ortabiy :: 
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fortably anſwer irto God the Maker of it and of you. Time is a thing 
meſt pretious, all the wealth under Heaven cannot redeeme one 
' miſpent minute, by how much itis more deare and irremediable, by 
ſo much ought itto be more c—_— husbanded and warily be-. 
ſtowed. Therefore, be you painefull in your callings, breake off | 
flecpe ſeaſonably in the morning ſer cloſe to ſome needfull actions 
iathe day» give not the greater part of your time to ſports, and fir- 
ting idle and diſcourſing of this ahd that, but follow the workes of 
your calling, and frame your ſelves to ſome calling, make your 
ſelyes a vocation in ſome matter. or other, that ſhall be worth your | 
time. Paincfullneſſe in a calling will kill many vices, it will ex- | - | 
| exciſe all vertues, it will prevent many temptations and finnes: it 
| will make ones life comfortable, and his heart in good meaſure hum- 
ble and diſcreete., Irtwill be a content ar death, to thinke one hath 
not waſted his life for nothing. Doe not dare to ſlip away from the 
workes of your calling but upon good ground, when you are able 
to alledge ſome better thing to be done inſtecd of it, or juſt occa- 
' fion of intermitting it, for your better fitting and inabling to it. 1 
| doe not commend toyleſomeneſſe to you, burdue diligetice inyour 
places, that may cauſe you to differ much from the inhabirants of 
Sodowe. Eſpecially, give not your ſelves to exceſſive ſleepe and 
ſports; 5lomon hath condemned rhe {luggard and the man thar lo- 
yeth paſtime to the ſtockes. of want, and 6ne way ot another 
the Lord will finde a time and meanes. to caſt them into thoſe 
ſtockes. : | 

Doe not all things invite youto diligence in a calling? ſec, what 
care the Sunne hath to runne his daily and yeerely courſe according | 
to its proper nature, ſee how all the reſt of the heavenly armic doe 
keepe themſelves in their owne places, and ſwiftly performe their | 
owne motions. See how the waters doe ebbe and flow, andthat con- 
' ſtantly, ſce how the fountaines make haſt to the brookes and rivers, [ 
| andthe riversto the Sea; ſee how all things almoſt are ſtill inaQion. ſ 
The carth that keepes in one place, yet is ſtill doing ſomething in 
that place, either nouriſhing the rootes or the branches of the trees, ſ 
and other things that grow on it, or elſe gathering heart to ir ſelfe 
todoe the ſame worke better for alittle reſpite and intermiflion. And 
in Heaven, though theſe narurall aftions ceaſe, yet the ſpirituall| | 
imployment of living, rejoycing in honouring and praiſing of God 
doth never ceaſe. Quicken up your ſelves therefore to this vir- 
tue of diligence, itis good for ſoule, good for body, good for 
ſtate, profitable every way, and at laft will proove eafie and de- 
lightfull too, to him that doth it with moderation. The diligent 
| man takes as much content in his moderate labour, -as the ſlug- 
gard in ſomnolency and eaſcfullneſſe. So much for this fault | 
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fities with convenient ſupplic, bur gave him: cither nothing ar all, or 
but ſo ſmall apittance, as would not ſuffice to give him any comfore. 

Ir is you ſce a great fault ro be pinching to the poore, and cither 
ro give them nothing;or a very ſmall quantity almoſt as good as no- 
ching. Therefore he reckons it as a preofe of a good man that ſha] 
live, Ezek.18.16. Hath ziven his bread to the hungry, and hath co. 
wvered the naked with a garment; but when our Saviour came to ſen- 
rence the goates onthe left hand, he giveth this reaſon of their re. 
jetion. 1 was ſicke and you did not wiſit, hungry and you gave mee_ 
70 meate, in priſon and you came not 16 mee : and when they alledged 
tharthey never ſaw him in ſuch diſtreſſed caſes,and withdrew them- 
ſelves from ſuccouring him, his anſwer is, i that you did it nt to 
theſe, you did it not to mee. When the rich man refuſed to ſell all 


from Heaven, for he muſt needs be underſtood of that rich manand 
ſuch as he was. Now 1f not giving of all upon an extraordinary oc- 
cafion,will ſhut a man out of the Kingdome,then the norgiving of ſome 
convenient quantity upon an ordinary occafion, muſt needs procure the 
like puniſhment, becauſethe diſobedience is equall in both caſes: 
The reaſon is, firſt, this is a flat diſobedience to moſt expreſſe 


{ccond Table which God hath more plainely laid downe, moreoften 


either will not acknowledge it or will 'nor practiſe it, lives in a wil- 
full and conſtant rebellion againſt God. Thinke. not my Brethren, 
that it ſufficeth to proove a man upright if hee doe not live in afinne 
of commiſſion, that is, in the continuance and allowed doing of 
ſomething forbidden by God. Nay if he live in afinne of omiſſi- 


[ on, 7.e, inthe continuall and allowed negle& of a duty commanded, 


thisis not to obey God in all things, this ſhewes ones heart is not 
univerſally ſubje&t ro God. This prooveth that ſome vice hath do- 
minion in him and that he loveth and reſpeQeth ſomething more 
then God, which cannot ſtand with: uprightneſſe, yea beloved this 
bypocrifie which is ſo much over-awed as it were by cleerencfſle of 
knowledge, that it ſcarce dares diſcover it ſelfe by raking boldnefle 
to commit finnes of commiſſion, but knowes how to hold in with 
ſinnes of omiſſion and to give them allowance enough, is ſo much 
the more dangerous by how much it is leſle diſcernable. For hee 
ſecmethto himlelfe to have much to ſay for himſelfe, why thisduty 


ſhould not zt this and this time binde him, becauſe no affirmative 
precept bindes to all times, and fo hee will ſhift it from himſelfe 
in ſuch manner, as not to take notice that, hee offendeth, whence 
groweth the greateſt perill of all. Therefore know you that this 
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plaine andfrequent Commandements. There is ſcarce a duty ofthe | 


and give tothe poore upon an extraordinary command from him, | 
he lers him goe, and admits him not to follow him, nay by his | 
words ſpoken immediately after, it z as poſſible, he excludeth him | 


| 


repeated, more earneſtly preſſed then this of giving to the poore. | 
| He therefore thar liveth' in perpetuall negligence of this durie, and 


unmercifullnefſe to” the poore , as prooving that obedience 15 
| | but 
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bue partial, and ſo that the h&atris not npright- is ſure! a-very great 
mnne Dy or Fen 0310. Io RE. JrrÞ: HS 
, But ſecondly, it declarcth- that: a man. beleeveth dor:the promiſes 
of God, andfo thar his faith: is not uhfained. ' Itis:ſurd;' that as hee 
{which obeycth notall Gods Commandements obeyeth none,-fohe 
that belceveth not all his promiſes beleeyeth none. .) For if we ſubmit 
to his truth becauſe it is a perfe& truth, wee muſt grant. that hee'can; 
not lie nor be deceived in any. thing; and if wee build: not. our. con- 
ſenting to his words upon his truth, that cannot be called faith: ar 
all. Now God hath made ſo: many, ſo evident, ſo. full- promiſes 
tothoſe thatare mercifull ro the poore,. as no other (\dury almoſtean| 
alledge for itſelfe. A promiſe throughly beleeved;' muſt-niceds þro-) 
duce obedience to the Commandement whereto. it is annexed; be: 
cauſe every man is ſo truly defirous of his owne welfire, that whar 
hee doth ſtedfaſtly perſwade himſclfe will procure: good unto him 
with the paines and coſt, forthat hee will ſurely put himſelfe to.rhe 
paines and rothecoſt. Hee theerefore that is not mercitull doth nor 
belecyetheſe promiſes, becauſe hee doth nor obey the Commandt 
mentsto which they be joyned. Howithen doth hee beleeve op | 


other-promiſe £ So we have ptooved: hirh by this: argu 
yoide of faith, andis not thar-@ greati finnewhiels canvinderii hinxrd | 
be void of faith in whom tis? Oo ny anig wp ing? | 
| Further, no man hath true'-ctiarity that hath: not :aheart'ro com 
frme the hand of the poore; for S. on 'makes:the eontlufioniohusy | | | 
Hee that loweth not his Brother whom hee hath ſeene, how aotts bet dave | 1 Joh.4.2o. | 
God whom he hath not feene ? And hee'doth; bur: lie that ſaibh hee? | 
loves 2 man, unleſſe he be ready torelecve him7 for $1 Pail! ſally «| 
that love & bowntifull, wherefore, S. 1hn:is peremptoty in this xon 
clufion, ſaying, - He that hath this worlds gobds, and ferth his. Bro: Jebade: 
ther hath neede, and ſhutteth up his conpaſiios againſt 'biws, how dwel. | OO | 
lth thelgve of God in him? That thercforc is:a great offence, which 
{prooveth that a man hath either none, or :none but -conmterfeic- chas 
ritYe - +. WE fo Sf Ry Thnh #4 #0tF2 
TI have ſhewed you what agrievous offence: this is-of the $846: | 
mites; afore I paſſe from it,: let mee ſhew-unto you! a neceffary: di- 
ſtintion of poore men. Some are Gods poore as I .may.terme 
thein, ſome the Divels. Gods poore are they, ' whom Hhis:hfnd 
croſſing them, or ſome naturall mcere indiſcretion of their gwae, or 
abundance of charge, wanr'vf. worke, or the like hach brought iqto| _— - | 
and doth keepe in poyerty, The. Divels poore are thoſe whom | 3: 7-e PU” 
idleneſſe,. waſtfullneſſe and unthriftinefſs doth make 'þoore, becauſe 
either their hands refuſe rolabour, or clethcy conſume it all upfu- 
pcrfiuouſly when they have gotten it, The formicr Kidde: of poor 
you. ,ought ro ſtrengthen, and the not :!ſtrengehenirig of rheny is x 
finhe. To firengrhen the' hands of: the latter is -46;:ſtrengthen 
their ſinne, and-therefore their hands - muſt: riot He; ſtrengthened} 1 | 
no Ati |» Theſl3.10. 
- Now 1. = ng 
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|. Now confiderevery man of himſelfe, may ic notbe juſtly ſaid of 
you, that you doc net ſtrengthen the hands of the poorc. . Are 
-not anumber of you in your owne conſcicnces convinced & or if 
| you. would not winke, might bee convinced, that you doe not| 
[-ſtrengthen the poore mans hands. When have you with any wil. 
| lingneſſe given toany poore man any reaſonable quantity 2 Yea,how 
backward arc anumber of you to give any thing at all, Hercisſuch 
complaining amongft you' of your:icing ſciſcd too much one, and| 
too much another, that it is more then evident, you have little 
will to part with your money to this purpoſe. I know not what 
skill co uſe, for the faſtening of a reproofe upon aniggard, I| 
will not ſo much as ſtrivetodoe it therefore: But I call upon each} 
of your conſciences, to become ajuſt and true Judge againſt you, | 
and- to finde oue your guiltineſſe and to give you no quiet, 
cill it have made you confeſſe the fault and blame you for it. Bur 
I call upon conſcicnccein vaine I feare, for the confcience of anig. 
gard is alwaics abad conſcicnce, ſo inthralled to the love of money, 
thar he will not wsnr excuſes tomake himſclfe thinke he necd not do 
thar duty by which he ſhould lefſen. his heape. | Bur theſe excuſes 
ſhall one day aggravate the finne, therefore whoſoever is an offen. 
dor in negleRing this duty of ſtrengtheningrthe hands of the poore , 
I pray yougive your conſciences leave.to paſſe a right ſentence upon 
you, vis. thar your faith, love, obcdicnceare in that degree coun- 
terfeit and fained, that youtake liberty to your ſclves to beflack in 
| -Ahd now I muſt require you in Gods name, to take great: care| 
that this finne of Sodowe doe not ſhew ir ſclfe in you which would 
| be counted Chriſtians, I ſuppoſe there is ſcarce a Congregation with. 
in many necreyou, that hath beene more urged tothis duty then I| 
have urged:you. Sodome had not the twentieth part of this helpe; 
If God take it ill of them that they did not cſtablifh rhe poore 
mans hand, how will he be offended atirt in you £ If cyer youwill| 
have comfort atyour cnd £ If ever you will have arcward of your 
religion? If cver you will be called any thing but Hypocrites by 
your owne conſciences? Icall upon youto reforme this faulr,ſtrengthen 
the poore mans hands. 

Thoſe poore that be idle, that be waſtfull, that make themſelyes 
poore by carrying the dirty yoke of vice, alc-houſe haunting, &c. 
pray you chaſtize them, - corret them, ſpare not for their 
crying. It is no more pitty to heare them complaine, then to. 
heare a Woolfe hewle when his foot is taken in a ſnare. Bur 
thoſe that be: . honeſt, ſober and good, and have not put them- 
ſclves .intothis miſery, bur arc put into it by Gods hand, I pray 
you confirme their hands, helpe them to ſuch a quantity of relecte | 
as may. make: their lives . comfortable, ſupply their needs, that | 
| God may ſupply all your needes according to his riches in glory | 
| in Chriſt.Jeſus.* God giveth to fome more, to ſome leſle, thatthere 
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'G E No the Sodomites. 


may be an. cquality through rhe: bounty of the one, notwithſtan- 
ding the incquality in gathering. So it ſhould be concerning them 
of the houſhold of faith, you of the wealthier ſort that feare God, 
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ſhould lay all your heads, hands, and hearts rogether to take ſuch or- 
der thar the pooter ſort of the ſame place which make care tolive 
well ſhould not be over-much ſcanced. O thar you would doe ſoc ? 
and ſome amongſt you helpe ro ftirre up orhers, and ro effect the 
' matter» as I doe now ſtirre you up all, and would be glad to give 
| you an example of bountic in this kinde. No one mans purce can 
 upply the wants of all, butthe ſuperfluity of all united would doe 
| ir abundantly. Why ſhould we not reforme afault which God 
| would not brooke no not in Sogome ? We have done with foure of 
| Sodomes (ns. 

The fift is committize abbomization, hee meaneth that unnaturall 
uncleannefſe whereof we ſpake before out of Gen.: 9.9.and therefore 


will paſſe it over in filence now, 


| 


pride, and now here with haughty carriage. It may be concluded 
| hence, that prideand haughiineſſe be rwo diſftin@ things, ſcldome 
|ſcparatedinpractiſe, bur in their nature to be ſo diſtinguiſhed, as the 
[rooreand the branch, the fountaine and the ſtreame. For pride is a 
[vice more inward, thenature of which ſtanderh inrhis, thar it cauſeth 
2 man to over-eſtceme himſelfe. Haughtineſle is a vice more ont- 
\ward, conſiſting inthis, that it maketha mans outward carriage lofty 
and high. This is that which S. 7ohn calleth the pride of life, this 
is that which David denicth of himfclfe, ſaying, that bis eyes were 
| 108 hofty, and it isone of thethings whercto he bindes himſelfe,' ro 
be ſogrear an enemy, that none of thoſe which accuſtomed them- 
ſelves unto ir, ſhould have admittance into his favour and houſe, 4; 


proud heart, but by the looke or ſome external effet of ir. And 
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| The laſt finne is haughtinefſe, hee chargeth them before with | 


as-1t ts | 


_ caſte 


| Firftthe. lookes, when they be big and diſdainetull, ſuch 


; of 


— 


5. They com. 

mitted abhos» 
m:nation. EY 
6, They TY 
haughuy. 1 


How pride and 
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Plalz31. | 
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2. T he gate, 


| 4, Cloathes, 


Rom,12.16. 


[{a.2.16,Qc, 


or bigh, as Hannah hath it 1n her ſong, by way of protubiting it, 


| mans ſelfe, and to paint him with gay colours. Threatning wordes 
| that are died with revengefulneſſe, and the like totheſe, they are all 


eaſier to obſerve where they be, then to deſcribe them in wordeg, 
The colourofred, blew, white may eaſily be difcerned by the eye, 
the judge of colours: but what wordes ſhould aman uſe to deſcribe 
{ a red colour ſo to the fancy 2 as a man might know 1t withou ſeein 
it; ſo hauty lookes are moſt eaſy things to be knowne when once ſees | 
them, but hard to be deſcribed, and it is fure, that God would not 
have made ſo frequent mention of proude lookes, but that the coyn- 
tenance is very apt to bewray the high heart, bur becauſc a man doth 
ſeldome ſee his owne face, therefore this is a fitter figne to ſhew pride 
ro others, thento diſcover it to a mans ſclfe. | 

The nexr, a proud gate with an outſtretched necke, and mincing 
with ones feete, or any other affected kind of going, is an a&@ of 
haughtincſſc, that is, a ſetting forth of ones ſclte unducly, and a 
demonſtraiion of pride, and this too may be better perceived then 
expreſſed, and becauſe aman cannot eafily obſerve the carriage of 
his owne headand body in hisgoing, therefore it is fitter ſorthediſco- | 
very of another then of ones ſelfe. IR 

There is athird act of havghrineflce, that is, high words, peaking 


| When a mans tongue is lofty his heart is fo, worces tending to vi. 
lifieand abaſe others, eſpecially when he is argry with them, words 
| of bragging and boaſting, that have none other uſe but to ſer upa 


proude wordes and haughty ſpeeches, and all kinde of diſdainefull 
and ſcornefull, and upbraiding wordes, tending unſcaſonably to caft 
a mans faults in his teeth, for no man is covetousro diſgrace another,but 
he hath overvalued himſclfe firſt. - 

Laſtly, haughtineſſe appeareth moſt apparently in cloathes and 
the like ornaments, when a man or woman will goe as coftly and. 
oaily as ever his place will beare, and a little more roo; and when 
he muſt have trimme cloathes, rhough he goe in debt for them, 
when he muſt be fine though he ſpend all he can get on his backe, 
| when he vieth with others, and muſt have as good things as ſuch 
and ſuch. When in thele things hee doth nor as S.Paul biddeth, 
equall himſelfe with them of the lower ſort but of the higher, When 
though God have humbled his eſtate, yer he mauſt ſtill keepe up his 
port, and by hooke or crooke, make a ſhift to be as gallantas ever. 
This rrooves a proud heart, for noe man would beſtow ſo much 
garniſhing upon himſelfe, if he did not count himſelfe ſome body, 
and did nor defire to be ſo accounted of others. Therefore 7/aiah among 
other fruites of proude vanity, ſpeaketh of the many gewgawes of 
the women of his time, by which they ſought immoderately to ſet 
| out themſelves. A number of you thinke your ſelves farre the bet- 
ter, when you have ſer up your ſclves with a deale of gaudincſlc, 
ſuch lace, ſuch ruffes ſo in thefaſhion. Tf it be ſurable ro your place 


;and meanes,' it is no great diſcredit, but ifabove, ſurely it isasgreat 


| 
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| 2 diſcreditas can be, for it isasifyou ſhould weare a paperupon your 
heads or backes, in which were written in greart letters as in ſome 
| other crimes hath beene done. Bee it knowne unto all men, that bere 
ves 4 proud man and 4 proud woman, Itis evenaProclamationof your 
| pride and folly, and a telling tales againſt your ſelyes, which Iam 
ſure you would not doe if you did well thinke of it, yea it is more 
| then that, for it brings your names into queſtion abour your truth, 
and if you be females about your honeſty ; there isſucha mans ſervant, | 
ſhe is exceedingly ſlecked up, ſee what a waſe-coate, whar a gowne, 
what a ruffe, what a drefſe ſhee hath, it mighe well beſeeme a mans 
daughter that would give her a large portion, whatharh this wench 
to maintaine it 2 Is her father able ro doe much for her? no, well 
then I wiſh ſhe get it by honeſt meanes, I wiſhthar cither a falſe finger | 
or an over=-curteous lip do not helpe her toit. I am afraid all is nor 
well that ſhe is ſo fine. This is allthe good this haughtineſſe doth you, 
and will you not leave it ? | 

The Sodomites puniſhments, Firſt, they were taken captives, bleſle | T1. gogonre; 
God that you have not feltthis miſery. Secondly, God ſent fire and | punithnicns,, 
brimſtoneand deſtroyed them all at once, ZzeF.16.49. They were ſet hes. weref 
(forth for an cxample, Inde.av.7.Sodome was turned into aſhes;2 Pet.2.6. | 5, They —co 
| The groundis now turned imo aſalt ſca, called the Dead Sca, burned wuh 


no fiſh will live in it, the bird that flee overfall downe Mor ng 
Ez dead. Thirdly, they were caſt into the lake | Jules. 
| 


|  thatburnes with fire and brimftone. Lee 
| us feare the finnes of Sodome, God | | 
| is able to puniſh us in the | 
| ſame manner. | 
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ANA GY Itherto of 4brahan and thoſe that lived with | 1% 
><) (2a him, now we come to Tſaxc the ſonne of .4- 
AJ 's braham, not of his body ſo much as of his 
JP/O| l@) Faith, for hee was the ſonne of the promile, 
$ - the ſonneof the free woman, not of the bond- 


woman, which was borne as S. Paul faith, 


| : 
, $ not by the fleſh, nor by a meere naturall pow- | Rom.g. | 


er, but by promiſe, by vertue of that gratious 

promiſe which God had made with him, 
for this was a word of promiſe at thattime, 7 will come and Sarah | 0, .q 
ſhall have a ſorne, and in Iſaac ſhall thy ſeede bee called, and wee | 
bretheren ( ſaith the Apoſtle) as Iſaac are ſonnes of promiſe. Now | 
Iſaac fignifieth laughter, or, hee hath laughed, or, fhall laugh, a 
name given to him by God himſelfe, upon occaſion of his Fathers 
laughter when he heard the promiſe, not out of unbeleefe as Sarah | 
once laughed, but out ofthe joy which he conceived from the 
aſſured hope which hee had of the performance of the promile, 
-_ becauſe God filled both A{brahaemand Sarah with gladnefic and 
laughter ar his birth, when they were both olde, and incourſe of na- 


ture were now paſt all poſſibility of having children. 
= # Þ __ Con- 
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His Birth. 


His Vertucs 
towards {fod. 
1. His Faith, 


Heb,11.20. 


| Gal.z.8. 


 { whonthe: Father is well pleaſed. And therefore labour to getit,: 


{king Filth, approoving ir ſelfe by love and by obedience, that ſo 


{inirabove allrhings, knowing that you are richin Faith, though you: 


| Concerning 1/aac, we muſt ſhew his birth, life and death. For his 
birch. he was borne in-rthe hundreth yeere of his Father, and the go., | 
of his mother. His Bather was <Abraham, his Mother Sarah, bath 
as-good.as dead, but by faich they received ſtrengrh to have a Sonne | 
at that age. For Faith will make a barren body fruitfull, and alſo | 
a barren heart. In in hislife conſider, Firſt, his Virtues and goodnefile, | 
Secondly, his faults and weakeneſſes. Thirdly, his proſperity and be. 
nefits. Laſtly, his afflitions and croſles. RT. 1 

For his Virtues in generall, he was atrue godly man, and was en. 
dned with Faith, without which no man can pleaſe God, This Faith } 
the Author to the Hebrewes taketh notice of inhim, ſaying, By Faith | 
Tac bleſſed Tacob and Eſau as concerning things40 come. This vertue of | 
Faith is that by which a man beleeveth God 1n all that he ſpeaketh | 
(barcly by vertoe of his truth and —__ aurhority. And ag 
ir apprehendeth the truth of all Gods word, ſo particularly the truth 
'of his promiſes, and by name, that grear promiſe of remiſſion of 
finnes, and ſalvation for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt the true Meflith and 
promiſed ſeede, in whom all fpirituall blcſſi1gs are conferred upon 


(bleſſed. | 

Confider your ſelves therefore Bretheren, whether you alſo haye 
ithis ſame vertue of Faith in your hearts, belceving all that God ſpea-| 
keth to you becauſe he ſpeaketh» it, and ſpecially all his promiſes, 
{and by name, that principall promiſe of grace and ſalvation by Chriſt, 
for without this Faich you cannot be the children of God. If you 
have it not, you are ſtrangers from God and from the covenant of 
grace. If you have it, you are his ſonnes and daughters, juſtified | 
before him, and accepted in his ſight, through him the Belovedin 


| 


and ro-groW-inir more and more, tharit may exceedingly abound in| 
| yOu, as 'S.Panlſairh it did in the Theſſalonians, Bur beware youdse- | 
ceive not your ſelves in a bare conceite of Faith, faying you be. 

leeve, when indeed you doe not ſo, but let your Faith be a wor- 


[you may indeed be the children of Abraham,and children of promiſe. 
as Iſaac ws, and if you can thus approove your Faith, then rejoyce 


want all owwatd things, ſor he that hath Faith hath God- to bee' 
bis andthat is ſufhcient to make himhappy in the abſcnce of all other | 
| | More particularly 1ſaacs Faith ſhewed it ſelfe by many excellent | 


The Exampleof Cuaramn&c, 


[the ſonnes of men, for it is ſaid, m2 him ſhall all the na51ons of the earth be | 


| cfte&s in regard of God. For firſt, he ſubmitted himſelfe ro God, | 
tobe offered on the Altar by his Vather according ro Gods com | | 

| mandernent, . not making any reſiſtance, beans th Father made | 

[1t manifeſt unto him,” thar God had given him a commandement } 


ſo to offer him, Hard iris to ſay, whether the obedience of cA- 
braham in being willing to offer his fonne, or of 1/aac EY 
ek. 1 = im- 
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1C; E No Iſaac. | C HA P.&8I, _ 24.5 
himſelfe to be offered were greater, for a man doth likely love his i 
life as well as he loveth his childe. Now CA4brabaw ſubdued his 
love of his ſonne unto:God, and T/aac ſubdued the love of his lifeto 
God, both notable patternes of fincere obedience : This example 
ou reade in Ger.22.9. when Abraham and Iſaac came to the place | 

which God had appointed, _Abraham built an Altar, laid on thewoode, 
and ſtretched forth his hand and tooke the knife to ſlay his ſonne. Iſaac 
| 2t that time was of ſuch an age, that he might have reſiited his Fa-| 
| ther being old, or have got himſelfe free by flight from him, bur 
| he gave up himſclfe into his Fathers bands, or rather into Gods 
hand, and yeelded his throate to the ſtroake of the ſacrificing knife. | 
Hereby it is apparent, that he began ro feare God betime, in that he 
would not withhold himſelfe from God, as his Father did not with- 
hold his fonne. | 

O that we could approve our Faith by the like effets of ir, even 
by a willing yeelding of our lives to him when he dothcall for them, 
and not refuſe to die if he ſhould call us unto it for his commande- 
ments ſake. God is the author and Lord of our lives, and nothing 
is more agreeable to reaſon, then that we ſhould be content to give 
'up life and all into his hands, from whom we have received life and 
all things. And ſurely in this caſe it fhall be proved true, which 
our Lord Jeſus tellethinthe Goſpell, whoſoever will looſe his life ſhall | Mat.10 3g. 
ſave it. AS Iſaac was partaker of that great bleſſing wherewith the 
Lord rewarded Abraham for his obedience in offcring of his ſonne, 
ſaying, i» vleſing I will blefſe thee, and in multiplying 1 will multiply | 6... _s 
thee. Neither Father nor ſonne you ſee were looſers, by yeelding | © 
|upthe one his fonne, the other his life into the hands of God, But 
contrarily, hee that will ſave his life ſhall undonbtedly looſe his life, for 
he muſt nec«:iarily die at ſome other time as all other men, and then | 
his ſoule!ſhall be loſt together with his life, becauſe he loved not 
| God better then his life, and he that hateth not his owne life in 
| compariſon of God, ſhall notbe counted worthy of him. 
Let us therefore ſee thar our ſoules be ſo thoroughly ſubjeted unto 
| God, if ever we defice to be counted the ſecede of Abraham and the | 
brothers of 7/aac. But oh how farre ſhort do very many of us come 
of this obedience 2 for how ſhould any man beleeve that we would | 
readily part with our livzs for God, which will not part with honour 
| or goods, or pleaſure, yea any of our finnes at his commandement. 
' You be not 1ſaacs, if you cannot be content to give up your lives to 
2 —_ much leſſe if youſtand with him for other matters farre leſſe 
then life. Yee 

This is the firſt part of Iſaacs goodnefſe to God-ward, he became 
obedient to death. 
Secondly, hewas deyoure and religious, piventoall holy exerciſes, | > He was =__ 
by name, to meditation and prayer, principall exerciſes of piery and | *'** 
| religious ſervices of God, for ſo it is noted, Gen,26.25., Hee builded 
(4 allar there, and called on the name of the Lord, Loc here he wor- 
Y 3 ſhipped. 
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hancyuzg God publikely by ſacrifices and prayers, and thongh ie be 


not mentioned, that he offered or prayed beforcan Alrar at any other 
| time as I remember, yer this once naming of his picty is ſcrdowne, 
| to fignific his conſtant care in this dury : his Father brought him upin| 
it, therefore he could ſay, Whereis the lambe ? 

Indeed, the Lord: hath aboliſhed ſuch kinde of Altars, and ſich 
kinde of facrifices now fince the comming of Jeſus Chriſt into the 
world, and offering himſclfe once for all as a propitiatory ſacrifice 
Heb,13.z0, |£O take away the finnes of the world, but yet now alſo we have an 

. | Altar, whereof they have no right to cate that partake of thoſe ſa- 
crifices. Chriſt Jeſus is our Alcar, who ſanfifieth all thoſe ſeryices 
which we offer up unto God by him, and our ſacrifices are ſpirituall 
Acrifices, acceptable to God by Jelus Chriſt. The offering of a} 
contrite and broken heart God doth much elteeme, the offering of | 
_ [praiſes and prayers, the calves of our lips done unto God inthename | 
of Chriſt, are very pleaſing unto him; the preſenting of our ſelyes, | 
Heb.z3.16, |ſoules and bodies to-him, is exceeding delightfull, yea with doing 
[of good and diſtributing as with ſacrifices, God is greatly contented, 
Phil.4.1:8. [as S.Parl ſaith, theſe are an odour of ſweete ſavour, a facrifice acceptable 
road pleaſing to God, If a man retire himſfelte, and confidering the 
| death of Chriſt for finne, doe humbly preſent himſelfe before God, | 
confeſling his fines, and judging himſelfe for them, and labour to 
lament them with hearty gricfe before God, as cauſes of the death 
of his ſonne, this is a gratcfull ſacrifice. If hee praiſe God in the| 
Name of Chriſt as for all other benefits, ſo for the great bleſſing of 
redemption wrought by Chriſt, this alſo doth give a ſweete odour | 
unto God; if he cven conſecrate himſelfe to God, reſolving to walke 
before him in all upright obedience, praying for the Spirit of God 
to ſanify him, thar in all things he may pleaſe God, no Bullocke 
or Ram can pleaſe the Lord ſo well : If he ſer apart ſome portion of 
his wealth to God, and give it to releeve theneceſſities of the Saints, 
this is very ſweete incenſe, ſo that hee truſt not in the merit of the 
worke, as if it could deſerve any thing for the worthinefle of ir, but 
truſt alone in Chriſt for the acceptation of himſcelfe and ir, and all his 
ſervices. Would you confirme to your owne conſciences that you| 
be true Iſaacs? Aske your ſelves then, doe you offer theſe burnt of: | 
ferings, if not, you be not as 7ſaac, childeren of the promiſe,if yea,you 
' may aflute your ſoules that you be. O then ſtudy to abound in theſe 


{ervices. 
ig.1 ag Againe, it is noted that he called on the Name of God there, and 
| goodhings, iſo itisnoted, Gen.25.2T. that Iſaac intreated the Lord for Rebeccah his 
' wife, hrcauſe ſhee was barren, Hee prayed conſtantly tro God fora 
| childe, inthisalſo teſtifying his religtouſneſſe and his Faicrh. So wee | 
| muſt >ecarefull to pray to God for all good things we neede, for chil- | 
| Geren if we want them, for good ſucceſle in our callings, and whatſo- 
everelſe we needeor defire. For God isthe giver of all good things, | 


| Phu...6. | and hath commanded us i» all things to make- our requeſts knowne unto 
him, 
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him, and biddenus, to pray continually and in all things give thankes, fo 
we arebound to prayas much as 7ſaac. Therefore thoſe thar are care- 
leſſe of worſhipping God in this duty according to thar defcription of 
4 wicked man written by David inithe fourteenth Pſalme, they call not 
on the name of God, are not ſurely the children of God as was 1ſaac, bur 


the children of Satan rather, for the Spirir of God isa Spirit of prayer, 
andamancarelefſe of praying to-God'doth not truſt in God bar in him- 
ſelfe, doth not acknowledge his providence nor live by faith in him. 
Let mee quicken you to this duty, follow 7faac, call onthe name of 
' God, intreate God for your ſelves, your wives, your children, the 
Church, the Common-weale, all Saints. I fay, recommend all per- 


— 


ſons and all things to God by fervent prayer, thit he may give you his 
blefling and all chings may be ſandtified to you; doe this duty daily 
and conſtantly. We muſtatraine ſprituall treagrh every day, from the 
workes of the day by daily prayer, as we artaine narurall ſtrength daily 
by the foodeof the day. Pray well and live wc1I, pray ilTand liveill. 
| By this we havefellowſhip with God, by this we become acquainted 
with him,and make him as ic were acquainted withus: by this we are 


madelikeunto himand draw grace from him, and are more and more 


[ctnotemptation of Satan drive you from 1t, or interrupt you in it, let 
no backwardneſle ofthe fleſh cauſe you to omit it, burdoe it ſo well as 
you be 2ble,and whatſoever objedtions ariſe breake thorough the ſame, 


accepted, whatſoeverlT be, what ſtas ſoever I ſhall have, I will conti- 
nueto call on the name of the Lord; I will doe my duty let me ſpeede 
as pleaſcth the Lord. | 

Againe, it is noted of 1ſaac, Gen.2463. that he went out intothe field 
to meditate inthe evening. This alſois an excellentſerviceof God, wee 
are commanded to meditate on Gods Law continually,and to medicate 
on all his wondrous workes. For the circumſtances oftime,place,man - 
ner, every man is left to his owne choice, but the ſubſtance of the duty 
muſt bedone. We muſt meditate,we muſt exerciſe our ſelyes inthe ſert- 
ous confiderationsof Gods Word and workes, that wee may raiſe our 
ſelves to a fuller knowledge of them, and cauſe our wills and affeQions 
to be more ſubje& unto our knowledge. Meditation is that which ma- 
keth all truths proficable to us, withour this our knowledge will be but 
Ipeculatiye and talking, *twill not be prafticall and effeEtuall! without 
this,we ſhall finde no more benefit by our knowledge then by meate 
undigeſted, that cannot yeeld good nouriſhment to the body. This 
muſt increaſe our knowledge andimproove it, this muſt bring ir downe 
from the head unto the heart, andſo intothe lite. Conſider what T ſay, 


tranſlated into his image. O refolvero be conſtant inthis ſervice, and | 


andrell yourſelves, I will doe ir, heard or not heard, accepred or not | 


| 


| 


4.He medita- 
ted, 
Gen, 24.6z. 


2 Tim,2.7. 


fairh S. Pal to Timothy, and in other places, hee thatwill a lictle with- 
draw himſelfe from all other buſinciles, and give himſclfero muſc of 
holythings, and rake notice oftherruth and cerrainety of themand ſo 
confirme his faithinthem,and then labour with himſelfeto be affeRed 
with them,and draw from them firme and ſtable reſolutions for the well 
Y 4 
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CE ordering of his life, ſhall finde more progrelle in one moneth in the life | 
| of godlineſſe, then he that without meditating doth barely reade and | 
hearc for many yeares together, you muſt cover the ſpiricual ſcede with 
earth, you muſt binde the Word to the rables of your hearts, you muſt 
[hide the Word in your hearts. If you be fſlacke and careletic of this 
| duty, your growth in grace will proove exceeding fleader ; Imitate 
| Iſaac in this ſervice, I know not how a man ſhould come to any ſtcd-. 
| faſt knowledge of his finceity,if he be not one that meditateth on Gods 
Law. 
| So many as are guilty of utter omitting this duty, let them bewaile | 
| and confefſe this finne ofomifſion, and now learne all that would build | 
[ up themſelves in godlineſſe, ro be conſtant in it: Be not diſcouraged | 
| at your imperfetions and manifold diſtrations.and great averſeneſſe, | 
All things ofthis nature are moſt difficulr at the firtt, who reades well at 
the firſt goingto ſchoole 2 who writes wellatthe firſt ſerting of pento 
paper. It is excrciſerhat muſt perfeR our abilities in all ſuch things, be. | 
| | ginand continue, and benot out of heart for failings, which the Lord 


} 


| | will eaſily and gratiouſly paſſe by, and you ſhall findethe thing more 
| and moreeaſfie and more and more comfortable. 

5+ He feared Another particularthing in 1/acc was, that he was one which feared 
Pons | Godhis heart ſtood in aweof God, he durſt not offend nor crofle him, 


nor oppoſe himſelfe unto his good pleaſure. So it is noted,Gen.27.33. 
[ch at when he had unwittingly bleſſed Iacob, and Eſau came in afrer him, 
he feared exceedingly, and would not reverſe that blefing, bur ſaid, 7 | 
| have bleſſed him and he ſhall be bleſſed, and therefore, Gen.3 1.5 3. Tacob 

|{weareth by the feare of his Father Tſaac, thatis,thar God whom his Fa- 
[ther feared, as in his whole life, ſo eſpecially at that rime when he had 
'newly bleſſed him; 1/azc calling to minde that God had given theblef: | 
ſing to [acob,laying rhe elder ſhall ſerve the younger, and that he had care- 
lefly and fondly gone about to transferre the bleſſing to Zſau,our of his | 
carnall indulgenceunto him becauſe he wasthe elder, was much atraid 
to think whata fin he had committed againſt God,and ſo was reſtrained | 
| .from being bold to perſiſt in that carnall purpofe,but ſubmitting his will 
| ,to Gods, he ratifies thatbleſſhng,which he had ignorantly pronounced, | 
| therefore it is ſaid, Heb. : 1,20, that by faith he bleſſed Efau avd Jacob | 
' #5 concerning things to come. It was faith that wrought this featc inhim, | 

and made him reſolute inthe bleſſing given to 7acob - the ſtory of this 
fears you ſee, Gen 27.33. he trembledexceedinely. | | 
Soitis a good thing to have ſuch an high and reverent eſteemeof} 

, Gods greatneſſe, as to make us even tremble very much, when we per- 

| _ceive weehave offended him in going about to doe things contrary 
|  tohis will, as 7/aac had in attempting to bleſſe Eſau, which now hee 
; | bethought himiclte of, when God had unwittingly directed the blel- } 
| fing to aceh which himſelfe intended to miſplace. This is a proofe of | 

| a ſoftand render heart,and of an heart uprightly diſpoſed ro ſerve God. 
|  Itisa fruit of a good conſcience, to check us for fin and ſtirre up feare 
17 us when we have done amiſle, ſo as to ſtop us from proceeding 
4n our finnes. ; Demand, 
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| ., Demand of your ſelves, have you this feare in your hearts; if you 
havenot, where is any other grace, forit is the beginning of wiſdome, 
and without ir no grace can grow, nocorruption can be truly ſubdued. } 
If you have it, bethankfull for it, and labour to grow inir, andro ſer it 
on worke more and more, particularly as juſt occaſion is miniſtred, If 
you have ſinned, if you be about to finne, labour to feare, and ſo to ful- 
filland worke out your ſalvation 1m feare and trembling, The Lord our 
God & 4 great Grd and a conſuming fire, and if we finde our ſclves! | 
to haveinany kinde offended him, our hearts ſhauld even quake to 
thinke of his diſpleaſure, till it have made us fall downe before him,and 
renew our repentanceand ſeek our for a pardon. But he that hath a bold 
audatious fearelefle heart, that when he hath done evill, feelerth no ſtir- 
ring of feare, noawe, no dread, ſees no danger orperill in the finne, 
perhaps abuſing the promiſeto make himſelfe bold, furely cannot ſay, 
that he ſanctifiech God in his heart and maketh him his dread and his 
feare, Strive therefore to get and ftrive to nouriſh and exerciſe this | 
fearc in you. ; 
The laſt thing to be noted in 7ſaac, was his obedience to the Com- | ;.He obeyed 
mandement of God given himby vifton,ſpoken of, Ger.26.6 the ſtory } he Comman- 
runneth thus, there was in his daics a great famine in Canaan, Abraham | x=mens of 
had gone downe to Zeypt to ſojourne there in atime of dearth, for it 
leemes to have beene a place of more conſtant plenty then Caxaar, 
Iſaac had in his minde ſome thoughts of imitating his Father, God 
ſaw it not fit for him totravell thither, and therefore God appearedto 
him in ſome viſionand bad him notto deſcend into Egypt, butto dwell 
or ſojourne in that land, and promiſeth him a bleſſing z accordingly 
Iſaac ſtoppeth his journey, continues in Gerar, and gocthnor downe to 
Egypt. This was an aof true obedience, hee would nor goe to the! 
place which God forbad himto go too, though ic might ſceme to have. 
beene fitter for his profit and advantage atthar time. 

Wealſo Brethren, muſt learne to dwell where God would have us, ne 
and not to make worldly profit, pleaſure, caſe orthe like, the chooſers 
of our habitation; yea we muſt learne univerſall obedience, for if in 
point of habitation I mnſt follow God then in all other thiogs beſides. 
See what God ſaith in his Word unto us (and that is now inſtecde of all 
viſions, therein now he maketh himſelfe to appeare unto-us) doe ſuch ! 
orſuch athing, doe not ſuch or ſuch athing, promiſing a bleſſing as 
alwaics he doth unto the obedient. We muſt not conſult with fleth 
and bloud, nor aske counſell of profit and pleaſure, but muſt reſigne 
our ſclves to his Commandement, and inſtantly ſerabout the one and 
relinquiſh the other. Hethatis ſo diſpoſed, heis an 7/aac, ler him take 
comfort, heis a true beleever and agodly man, but hethat in ſuch caſe 
refuſethto obey, and will rather condeſcend to his carnall reaſon, argu- 
Ing from loſſeor commodiry,danger or ſafety or the like, how can hee 
call himſelfeanobedient childe « He that refuſcth the plaine dircRi- ' 
ons of Gods Word forcanhly reſpe&ts, is not one ofthe race of Iſaac. | 
s that cauſeth all ſuch reſpe&to ſtand bare unto Gods Commande- | 
ment i 
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ment, andto give way unto it, his heart is upright with God, and he is 


| 
| 


a holy maras was 1/aac. And ſo much for this good mans carriageto. 
ard God. ; 
I Looke now in what ſort he behaved himſclfe in regard of men, and 
in regard of his cſtate andthe things of this life. For men, he had Pa. 
rents, a Wife, Children, Neighbours. See his manner of living with 
hem all. | 
; For his Father, he was to him a moſt dutifull ſonne, as is manifeſt in 
rwo things. 1. He yeelded himſelfe to him to be bound and killed, 
Indeed here was more obedienceto God then to Abraham, and yeta 
rear meaſure of obedience to A brahamalſo. He bare great reſpeQto 
his Father Abraham, inthar hee would be perſwaded by him that God 
had commanded him ſo ſtrange athing, he ſhewed himſelfe dutifullto 
God and his Father both, in being content to be killed by his Father at 


Gods appointment, 
| Youſce, how children ſhould yeeld totheir Parents in all things in 


| the Lord. It was extraordinary, that Tſaec muſt yeeld tobe flaine 
when God would have it ſo, and had excraordinarily required it. And 
in this particular without the like warrant, (which will never beagaine 
in all the world) nochilde ſhould yeeld to let his Father killhim, but 
ſhould flieaway and oppoſe himſelte ſo farre as he might, without hur- 
ting and ſtriking his Father, yea or ſo much as raylingat him, for theſe 
being things forbidden, a manſhould rather chooſe ro dic even by the 
rage of his Father,then make bold to doethem. Butifin anextraordi- 
nary Commandement,obedicnce muſt be givento Parents in ſuchan 
extraordinary thing, then without doubt in every ordinary thing a Pa- 
rent muſt be obeyed in all things in the Lord,even though the comman- 
| dement ſhould be ſo heavieas death it ſe}fe would not be heavier. The 
Apoſtle hath ſaid, Obey your Parents in all things in the Lord, and thi 
i well pleaſing to God, and ths is juſt. 
 Whercare you rebellious children 2 Whereare you ſtubborne and 
diſobedicnt daughters * Come lay your ſelves in the ballance with 
Iſaac; ſee how unlike him you be, he would yeeld to death, you will 
not yccld to leave thoſcthings which are forbidden you onely, be- 
| cauſe they will procure you death, undoing, deſtruction. O youre-| 
bels and wretches, youare farre etough fron being Iſaacs. You ſet 
lightby Father and Mother,and therefore againſt you ought all totake 
vp a curſe and ratifie the ſame with _{z7e. Woe, woeunto you, un- 
dutifull children, who deale with your Parents as 1ſrael dealt with 
God, they have brought up and nouriſhed children which have rebcl- 
led againſt them. God ſhall cut you off from the land of the living, 
his hand ſhall be againſt youtodeſtroy you, and the Zagles of the wal-| 
| ley ſhall picke ont your bcaſtly eyes, that are bold to deſpiſe, ſleight 
| and diſobey your Parents, and wilfully refuſe to obey their lawfull 
, commandements. 

ButT beſccch you repentof this finne, and prevent this judgement, 
/and now let all.children be followers of Tſarc, acknowledge your Pa- 


rents, 


| 


| 
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[rents authority, ſubmit to their lawfull commandements and crofle 


your ſelves ratherto death then be found undurifull;- Doc ie Ifay, the 
orcat benefits you have received of them requireth ir, you have yout: 


God requireth the ſame of you, which requirech all reaſonable 
things, and you cannotelfe be ſaved at laſt, for he that obeyes nor 
{char Parent whom he ſees daily, how ſhall he obey him whom hee ne- 
yer ſaw? ; > EET * : 
And all youdutifull children, be encouraged, praiſe God thathath 
bound your hearts to reſpeR your Parents, and intreate lam ro continue 
the ſame affeRion in youſtill, and know that the Lord will blefſe you 
as he bleſſed 1/aac, and will raiſe 
miſſiveneſſe to your Abrahams. 


| 


| 


when he was now growne to be about forty yeares of age, he gave 


any womans #ffeions; nor married any without the liking and pri 
of his Father,buttook the right and duecourſe, gave up imfſelfetoHhis 
Fathersauthority and direQion, and therefore God-gave him'#pybd' 
Rebekah indecd, a comfortable wifeand yertnous womun; - | i 290! 

Inthis therefore all children are boundalfo co nerd 


muſt take their Parents counſell and direQionin matter of tharti 
not beſtow themſelves without their good liking andcotifent,r 
may have Gods blefſing attending them in their -marrizge, when hwy' 
honour atonce both God andtheir Parcnts, in obeying Gods Come 
mandement and ſhewing due reſpe& unto their Parents. So did even 
Iſhmael though otherwiſe a wilde man, for it is ſaid of bim, thath# 
Mother rooke him 4 wife. So did Tacob afterwards; His 'Farher leſfed 
him and ſent him to Padan Aram to take him a wife of the daurbters' of 
Laban his Mothers brother, And when Sampſon ſaw 4 women of Timnah 
| that pleaſed him well he ſpakeSs his Father and Mother to take the Maide 
for him, who went downe thither and made the match for him. Indeed' the 
Parents have more diſcretion and underſtanding then ric childrenby 
| reaſon of their age and experience, and therefore it is for the childes 
good tofollow rheir advice. And to whom muſt the children goe for 
comfort and helpe in cafe that any crofſe befall them in marriage Gur 
{onely to their Parents?! of which comfort and helpe they &y riyc 
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tharthoſs God hath norjoyned inmarriage, whom he doth nocunite 


| 

|behalfe, ſaying unto them,give your denghters in marria 
| fer your aatighters, and againe, you ſhall nov give you# ll, 
(1! 1rT1age,nor take their ſonunes to your dabthrers. Now how cat 
faid that God joyned theme if their. Parents whom'hee har 
rulers over them in his ſteed do nor joyne them, ſeeing ingrty 


yery being from them in your hild-hoods education,and the Law'of) 
E 


you good Zacobs to requite your fabs- | 
Bur 7/azc ſubmitted himſelfe to his Father in another thing, ever | 


himſelfe over to his Father to be ruled by him in marriage, he didno | 
ſer his affefions upon any woman withour his conſent, nor draw my | 
vi FF 
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themſelves if they venture tpon marriage without them : wee know | 


inthatcftare,' Now God hath made the Parents his Depuries jrithis | 
nr: bps | 
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goods.of the Parents as a part of thcir poſſeſſion, inſomuch thar they | 
wercalſoto be foldto pay their debrs. Wherefore as no bargaineis ' 
firme in otherkindes of goods without the conſent of thoſe that have 
right unto thoſe goods, ſo neither can this covenant be good withour 
|the conſent of Parents, which have as much right from God in their 
childrenas inany other of their goods. | 
| - Wherefore thoſe ſonnes anddaughters are much to be blamed who 
have negleRed this part of their duty to their Parents, and have ſuffe- 
| red their blinde and ſtrong paſſions ſo farre to tranſport them, that 
againſt their Rarcars conſent and counſcll they have beſtowed them. 
ſclvcsin Matrimony, and ſo have tranſgrefſed againſt the plaine com- | 
mandement of God. Such muſt heartily repent of their finne and 
humble themſelves before God with much ſorrow forthcir greatand 
wilfull diſpbedience. Parents would nor have their children rhus to, | 
| [flight.and diſhonourthem, yea they take it grievouſly and are much 
perplexed with ſorrow for their children, in this caſe therefore chil- 
dren ſhould' bee much grieved themſelves, if they have given 
this occafion of ;gricfe unto their Parents. To ſatisfic mens owne | 
| defires and affeAions withour regard to Gods ordinances, is a noto-- 
rious difobedience and bringeth the guile of a great offence upon the; 
ſoules of them that have ſo offended, © ERS 
All you: that have marricd- in this diſorderly manner, ſee thar: 
[Ss fi you doe unfaignedly tepenr of the finne before God, and confeſſin 
__ [the fault before him, ſecke to prevent the 'curſe that muſt clſe fal 
BE. Upon you and your children aftcr you for ſo difhonouring your Pa- 
rents. —” OD 
| And you young men and women that be not yet married, ſee that þ 
you binde your conſciences and reſolve your willsto obcy this com- 
= {mandement. Follow God in your Parents,and be not ſoraſh'and ſelfe. 
y | | willed as to croflethem and follow your owne heads and paſſions. | 
| [This duty will be eafic, if you looke carcfully to your patſions at firſt 
| 'and ſuffer them notto be undiſcreetely fixed upon any perſon, untill 
[you have acquainted your Parents with your deſires, and crav'd their 
| allowance and conſent. But if a man or maide doe inthral! themſelves 
and intangle others by a diſorderly placing of their affeRions, then 
ſhall they make this otherwiſe cafic duty hard and impoſliblerothem- 
| ſelves. Keepe yourſelves therefore Maſters of your owne hearts and 
(ſell not away your liberty through an over-haſty yeelding of yaur | 
ſelves toyourunruly paſſions. Suffer not your mindesto be drawne | 
{ AWAY by any meanes, but pray God to keepe your hearts in order. It | 
18 afinfull love as well as a finfull paſſion in any other kinde, which 
troublcs an houſe and makes the children contrary to their Parctts, | 
| anda proovcthe greateſt croſle that may be to them, ro whom they | 
oughtto have beene the greateſt comfort. | 3s 
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fry wg Laſtly I/aec ſhewes his duc reſpec unto his Father, by joyning with | 
Gen.25.g, | 1ſbmacl.his brother in burving his Father. for ſo it is ſaid, ks ſo##s | 
| | Iſaac and Iſhmacl buricd him tn the cave of Machphelah. This isthe laſt ; 


office ; 
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office that childeren can performe, and they muſt ſhew their love 
and duty to them in the honourable performance of this laſt ac, as 
to teſtifie their love to their Parents, ſo to declare their fairhfull hope 
of the reſurretion from the dead. For therefore are men with duc 
ſolemnities commitred to the boſome of the earth, becauſe they 
expect their glorious riſing againe, and they thall not utterly periſh 
and fall as doe the bruite and unreaſonable creatures. 

Now ſee Iſaacs carriage towards his mother. There was no love | ;.He loved his 
loſt betwixt them, but as Sarah did tenderly love 1ſaac, ſo did he rc- mother deare. 
{quiteher love with love againe,as is maniteſted inhis ſorrowtfull taking - 

of her death, though ſhe lived with him to agreat age. For ſo it 1s 
written that after Rebekkab was brought unto him, and he was married 
unto her, Gen.24. ult. Iſaac was comforted after his mothers death, in- 
timating, that even untill then he was grieved for the lofle of her. 
Itis a fault therefore in childeren, overſoone to forgettheir dead mo- 
thers, and to let their remembrance quickly to ſlip out of their 
mindes, how much more to be weary of their over-long lives, and 
tobeglad when the time comes that rhey muſt put them into the duſt, | 
in reſpe& of ſome paulcrey gaine of money, of land rhart they ſhall } 

|poſſefſe when the Father and mother is dead. All that defire their pa- | 
rents death for their goods ſake, which they ſhall enjoy after them, 
and are glad when they ſhall change their parents for their goods, 
muſt needes be called wicked and ungratefull childeren, See there- 
fore that you children love even your mothers heartily, moderately 
lamenting their death, that you may make it appeare, their life was 
nota burden unto you. | 
And ſohave we ſcene 1/aacs goodnefle towards his parents. Looke 
into his carriage towards his wife Rebeccah, and thar alſo in two things 


mentioned in Scripture. | 
Firſt, itis ſaid, that hee loved ber, Gen.24.ult, This is a thing re- | 4.He loved his 
quired of all husbands, they muſt account themſelves and their |; > 
yoake-tcllowes but one fleſh, one body as S. Paul commands, yea NO 
they muſt love them not with an idle and meere verball love, but 
with ſuch a love as they beare uvto themſelves, that cauſeth chem | 
to love and cheriſh themſelves, ſo as above all things they muſt not 
be bitter againſt them, as S. Pasl informeth the Colloſians. Indeed | col.z.1. 
becauſe the Lord hath knit man and wife together inthe neereſt bond, 
cauſing them to be but one fleſh, therefore ſhould their loves be moſt | 
terventand abundant. A man muſt therefore love his wife above all 
other perſons, hee muſt forſake father and mother and cleave unto his | Gena«24. 
wife, as Adam ſaid at firſt, yea in reſpe& of matrimonial love, he 
mult love her alone and none other buther. 

Youtherefore that are husbands and have wives, come and anſwer 
before God, how doe you love your wives £ how doe you cheriſh 
them with all comfortable maintenance and kindneſſes? how are 
you carefull to ſhun all tartneſſe and bitrerneſſe 2 all froward peeviſh | 
| words and geſtures, all diſcurteous quarrellings with them, and | 
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|is in perpetuall danger ro bee caught with the unchaſt love | 
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| rating, revelling, and upbraiding tearmes. If your conſciences ac. 
' cuſe you of unlovingneſfe and bitternefle, you are great ſinners be. 
| fore God, and muſt apply to your {elves rhat of S.Tohn, hee that loveth 
| not his wife whom bee ſeeth daily, how ſhall hz love God whim hee newer | 
ſaw. Lay not the blame of your want ot. Jove upon your wives, in 
| reſpe& of their ill qualities and carriage, men love their childrens 
' pcrſors above all other mens children, though they be neither 
' perſonable nor well conditioned, and ſhould they not know hoy | 
'ro doe the ſame alſo to their wives? No man is diſpenſed withall 
from doing his owne dury, becauſe of another perſons failing inhis 
duty, for we muſt doe our duty every one out of conſcience to Gods 
! Commandements, not alone becauſe of other inducements. I: is 
therefore a ercat offence in an husband, not to beare a renderand con- 
ant love unco his wife, 
 Andnow all you husbands profit by 7/aacs example, and humbly 
pray to God to frame your hearts to the untfaigned love of your 
wives. This is the way to make youlike comfortably and chaſtly, 
,a man ſh3]l be happy if he enjoy what he loveth, and love what he 
[muſt enjoy. They live with great peace in themſclves, that for con- 
ſcience ſake to God have their ſoules knit unto their wives, but hee, 
' whoſe affeRions are diſjoyned and divorced from his wife, doth live 
in perpetuall vexarion, becauſe he hath not ſubjected his affeRions 
to the commandement of God, and fixed his heart on her to whom 
God would haveit united. And hethar Joveth nor his wife honeſtly, 


- 


of another woman, therfore Salomon bids one, wander in the love 
of his owne wife, for why ſaith hee ſhouldſt thou be taken with a ſtrance 
woman. 
This duty therefore is very requiſite, and every good man muſt 
heartily crie to God to worke in his heart this vertuous affeionto- 
wards his wife, that love may make him able to performe all other 
duties, without which he mult needs be defective in al) other matrimo- 


{niall offices. 


this, that hee contented himſelfe with Rebekah alone, and did not 
jake thar unlawfull liberty which yet the common cuſtome of thoſe 
times did make'to ſeeme lawfull ro many otherwiſe godly men, of 
| having more wives then one, as had Abrahamthe Father of 1/aac, and 
Iicob his ſonne. A man ſhould keepe himſelfe wholly to the wife 
Of his youth, and not divide himſclfe betwixt two, remembring, 
that God at firſt made them male and female, and created but one for one, 
[as cAfalachie.2.15. noteth, though hee had abundance of ſpirit becauſe 
' hee ſourht a godly ſeeae, YEA hee ſaid, a4 man ſhall cleave to his wifes 
(nor wives) and they two, as our Saviour interprets it, ſhall bee one 
fiſh. The cuſtome of our times inforceth men to this duty, but ifs 
a fault when they doe it nor heartily, bur rather for cuftome then tor 
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then one, yet ſecretly give themſclves to other women, and ſo vi-' 
olate their covenant of marriage, and defile themſclves with great | 
ollutions. = 
Laſtly, Tſaac was ready to hearken to his wite kebekahs countell, | 
and when ſhe complained of Fas wivesevill and iroward behaviour, | 
telling how bitter her life would prove 4t Tacos allo thenid bring in 
{ſuch ill nurtured wives, he ſends him away accordi :; 5 her defice, | 
to take 4 wife in Padan-aram: Yo ſhox! Ever? 030! 7520 be ready | 
to hearken to his ywives advice and counſell, and ro gratifie her in 
thoſe things that are fir, not to creſſe and contradict her. This is a 
| part of duc kindnefle to your wives, ſcethar yonnegledt ttnottothe pro-. 
curing of mutuail and continuall diſcord butwixt you, | 
! Sohave weconſidered 1ſazcs good carriage towards Goyu ond his. 
arents, Father and mother, and rowaras his w:tss hee was a parent | 
and had children, even two ſonnes Zſas ani Tacos; Now he blefled 
both of them, and that out of Fair? : fr - tk .oefiing was nota bare | 
wiſhing and praying for a bleſſing upon #5 ©. a propheticall pre- 
dition of a bleſii g in Godsnime, wacrcy of ne 1:24 not received 
[a promiſe from God, and alfo beleev-d that pro-i.ule, neniner henor 
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%* I 
' his children would have made ſo orcat account of it. All of us cannot. 
'bleſſe our cl::[iren in this manner, for the g1it of prophecie is wan- 
ting unto is, but all of us muſt in Faith blifſe our children, that is, 
pray for a bl: fling at Gods hand upon orvr feedeas well as our ſelves, 

Yea wee mult all apply our {elves to the fincere ohedience which 
hath an awwple promiſe of bleſſing annexed, and cannor failero pro- : 
cure a bleflirg, fince God will nor faile to fulfill his word. Why is ' 
a propheticall blefling of ſome valew 2 ſurely, becanic it is a certaine ; 
thing, as having its originall in Gods fidelity, who having ſaid it. 
ſhall be ſo, muſt <irher accompliſh it with his hand; or elſe fallifie * 
his word, which is impoftble. Now tit is as impoſſible, thar God | 
ſhould negle& to keepe his promiſe as to fulfill his prediRions ; 
wherefore ſeeing all blefings are plentifuliy promiſed ro him thar | 
 walketh before God vprightly and conſtantly, doe this O yee Fa- 
'thers, this is to bleſſe your childeren in faith, but if you follow your 
|owne hearts and leave the wayes of God, and goe forward in pathes 
of umnpiety and unrighteouſneſſe, then doe you curſe your ſelves and | 
your children, and worſe then pronounce a curſe, even pull downea 
curſe upon your ſelves and them. | 
Further, 1/azc did conferre the principall bleſſing upon 7:c06 to | 
whom God had givenit, eventhat bleffing which contayned in ir, 
[the cauſing of Chriſt the promiſed ſzede to come from his loynes, 
[the Church to continue in his poſterity, and ſpirituall benefits to 
|>clongto him and them. There was a time when 7ſaac out of heede- | 
leſſeneſſe or forgetfulneſſe, or ſome other carnall conſideration, was | 
minded to have ſerled this ſpeciall bleſſing upon Eſau, but being 
made to perceive that he had offended therein and gone againſt the 
wil of God, he returned to a right courſe, and calling 7acob whom 
£2 he 
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Abimeled; ve it, atleaſt to refraine our tongues from denying, defending, excufing | 
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he had unwittingly bleſſed before thinking himto be Eſau, hee now 
againe wittingly and willingly blefſcth under his owne name and in 
his owne perion. Parents have not now the beſtowing ofthis ſpi. 
riruall bleſſing upon chiliren as then 7/a:c had ir miniſterially , bye 
211 parents ſhould ciuetcly labour to 1ntereſtrheir children in it, Fox 
; what will iravaile to have the fat of the carthand dew of Heaven, 
if wee goe without the favour of God in Chriſt? And when an 
| Father perceives that God hath voucaſated to any of their children 
| this ſpiritual bleſſing, in that they be made carefu]l to ſerve, wor- 
| ſhip and obey him as 7aceb did, theſe mult inherit their affeRions 
| more plentifully then others ofrheir children in whom ſuch grace js 
wanting. The imageof God muſt over-rule our afteRions, not carnal] 
| things,as at length it did 1/14cs, 
1 hus we have ſhewed what was good in 1ſaac, in reſpe of thoſe 
| that were of his owne family, for wee reade not ot any ſpeciall 
[point in his carriage ro ſervants. See now what, a one hee was to 
| his neighbours farther of. Firſt ro Avzclech, then to the men of | 
' Gexar. | 
; For Abimelcch, hee had! wronged him in afirming his wife to be 

his ſiſter. Abimelech by ſecing ſome familiar carriage betwixt them, 

was induced to be fully perſwaded thar ſhe was his wife, and there- 
| fore cals him, and begins to reprove him for it. 1ſaac maketh no 
defence ar all for himſcltc, bur by his filerceacceptsthe reproofe, con- 
feffing his faulr. 

It is a good thing when we have done amiſle and arecharged with | 


and the like, and art leaft by nor gaine- ſaying, to make jt appeare 
that wee pleaſe nor our ſelves ti}] in the ſame offence. Indeede a 
| plaine acknowledging 1s the beſt of all, but a nor gaine-ſaying, not 
 ſhifeing, nor winding out by words is ar leaſt necefſary. It were 
a grace to a number, it they had a minde ſo willing to mend, 
that they might not have a tongue ready to ſpeake againſt a re- 
| proofe. | 
| Bur further, AvG;melech came to him after to make a covenant with 
him, bringing alone his chiefe officer and ſpeciall favourire, Though | 
Abimelech had beene ſomewhar diſcourteous to Abraham before, and. 
had chaſed him away from him, yer 1ſaac is not to farre leavencd: 
' with diſcontent as to reje&t Abimelechs motion, but having gently: 
| minded him of thar unkindnefic, is yer ready to imbrace his offer 
| of amity. Why be not wee all of alike mind in rhis matter ? to! 
| paſſe by unkindnefſes quickly, and be never a whit the lefie forward 
 toany good office of love, becauſe we have mer with ſome very un- 
loving paſſages from the ſame men before. Ir is a fruite of wifedome 
and charity to cover wrongs as from others by forbcaring to blaze 
them abroad, ſo from ones ſelfe, by forbearing to call them to 
. minde, ſo as to be eſtranged from hin thar hath offered them, and 


made lefle forward to interchange amity with him afterwards. -= 
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hee hath little either love or humiliry or difcretion, that knowes | 
not how to keepe downe the thought of an injury, bur that it makes 
him {till averſe from offering or accepting curteſics from the authors 


=" - - ertrainer - | Abimelecb an 
| fie to uſe good hoſpitality, and with liberall entertainement to re | os 


ceive thoſe that have occaſion to come unto us according totheir | fag. 
places, Abraham did this before. This degree of hoſpitality | 
hath beene found in Heathens to their commendation ; bur rhe beſt 
hoſpitality is that, which entertaines the poore that are never likely 
to be able to make amends. God will become pay-maſter of that 
[coſt which the poore is not able ro requite.. 

Againe, Tſaac had ſomething to doe with the men of Geyar, for 
|they contended with him unjuſtly for divers Wells of water which 
his ſervants had digged, and hee patiently yeelds to them and 
will not make a brawle of it. It bchooveth us to ſhew the like 
moderation, and not tobe fierce in ſtriving againſt them which will 
needs be unjuſt in ſtriving againſt us, 

Now for Iſaacs eftate, he was a good husband, dug Welles, ſow- | ,; ye was ». 
ed corne, and ſo increaſed his eſtate through Gods bleſſing upon | good tusband | 
his diligence. | _ 
Good husbandry is athing commendable among all men aswell as 
pleaſing ro God,it hath the promiſe of ſufficiency of maintenance an- 
nexed to it for incouragement. We mult every man with ſo much 
diligence and diſcretion order our eſtate, that wee may become ca- 

able of abundance and may not deprive our ſelves of ſo comforta- 
ble athing as plenty is. Onely inour labour, let us looke that wee | 
be moderate, thar exceſſive labouing about earthly bufineffes doe 
not induce anegle& of thoſe things that concetne a better life, let 
your chiefe care be for Heavenly things, and yet negled nor theſe | 
[temporary in their places : but hee that through unthriftineſfe un- 
does or hinders himſelte, how can we conceive that he ſhall be wiſe 
enough to ſecke ſpirituall things, that hath no wit to get tem- 
| porall 2 = 
Againe, when Tſaxc digged a Well, for which at length the Phi- | :2.He made a 


liſtines contended not with him, hee called the name of it Rehoboth, | (pirituall uſe | 
of earthlycom- 


and faid, now the Lord hath made roome for us and wee ſhall increaſe} 4. ..! 
in the earth, Gen.26.22. taking notice of Gods goodneſle, in the 
quiet enjoyment of that benefit, and by faith- perſwading himſelfe 
of Gods bleſſing upon him, and ſo not carnally but ſpiritually re-| 
joycing in the temporall benefie. 

Ah that wee could make toour ſelves a ſpirituall uſe of carthly 
Commodities as T1ſeac, to ſee God in them wirh thankefullneſle, and 
to learne ro depend upon him for proſperity and not upon ourowne 
indeayours; and in particular, that if God grant us quietnefle, and | 
reſtraine men from contending and quarrelling with us, ſo that weo 
have peace in our houſes, we could then give praiſe to him, and take, | 
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cane, Iſaac made «Abimelech and his company a feaſt. Iris | 10.He made 
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comfort in him and repoſe our confidence in him. The fight of 
Godin outwardrhings is infinitcly more comfortable,then the things 
| themſelves how great ſocver they be. | 
ris faults, And thus much of 1ſaes vertucs; ſome faults he had too which | 
| wee muſt looke npon to rceforme in our ſelves, not to imitate, for | 
(ir is a childiſh folly to follow after thoſe that goe before us, | 
though they runne rhorough puddles : Tfaucs faults were ſome in 
| | rcſpeR of God, ſome in reſpet of man, wiz. his ſonnes and £.44;. 
| melech,and ſome in reſpec of himſclte. 
{ x. He forgat |- As for God, he ſinned ſurely, in forgetting himſelfe ſo farre as to 
| = Word of | refolve in his minde to bleſſe his ſonne Eſav, whereas God had ſaid, 
” the elder ſhall ſerve the younger, He ſhould have beene mindfull of: 
that propheticall anſwer, which was given concerning thoſe two 
ſonnes, cven when they ſtrove in their Mothers wombes : unleſſe 
wee ſhall ſay, that the whole paſſage was ſo carried as it was cor- | 
cealed from Iſaac: - bur that is nothing probable, ir can hardly | 
| be conceived that Rebekah would not acquaint her husband, both 
that ſhee felt ſo ſtrange a ſtriving in her wombe, (which made her 
ſeeke to: God to know the matter) as alſo whar anſwer ſhee recei- 
ved from God. Taking that for granted which is ſo probable, that 
there is no reaſon to doubt of it, I ſay wee may note a fault in 
good T/aar, yea good old Iſaac, hee forgate the Word of God 
which had 'beene ſpoken ſome yeares before , and that fo ur- 
_ as hee determined to have croſſed it and gone diredtly a- 
inſt it. 
ws is a fault from whichthe beſt menalive are not exempted, even | 
(ſo to forget Gods Word, as to be ready out of forgetfullneſle to 
franſgrefſe ir. This forgettullneſle ariſeth many times from heede- | 
leſneſſe, and many times from continuance and length of time, 
and ſometimes from very ſtrength of paſſion and diſtemper, which 
doth caſt out the remembrance of good things from the minde. 
| | David and all the Prieſts had forgotten that which ar leaſt ſome, 
| of them had read concerning the not carting of Gods Arke, but 
\carrying it upon the Prieſts ſhoulders, 7acob after had little lefſe 
[then forgate the vow hee made unto God in his afflitien. I pray 
| you take heed of ſuch forgetfullncſſe, meditate often that you may 
| |remember' ſcaſonably, pray God to write his Lawes in your hearts, 
| {and to make his holy Spirit to become your remembrancer, that 
your knowledge be not made unprofitable through forgerfullneſle,' 
| | for that which is not firly called ro minde is in a manner as if it 
| were not. And if you meete with ſuch a weakeneſſe as this in 
| your ſclves, looke that you be duely abaſed in the fight of it, but 
be not out of keart as if. you were deſtitute of all grace, becaulc | 
you are imperfe& in it, but take comfort to ſecke and hope for | 
pardon upon your humble confeſſion, when the Lord pleaſeth to 
| put you in remembrance againe, IF Peter had remembred Chrilts 
| | words before, hee might perhaps have eſcaped his great _— | 
j enying 


1. 


tt, 


—_— 


— 


Gu Ne Iſaac, GCHAP21,0C, 


|denying his Maſter, but hee remembred it after ro make him | 
weepe bitterly. It were a comfortable thing ro call ro minde thoſe 
things that ſhould preſerve us from finne fo timely, thay we might 
be ſo preſerved by them. Bur if wee have done otherwiſe, it be- 
hooveth us to pur our ſelves in minde of them after to worke godly | 
ſorrow, and then turning to God wee mult not ſuffer our ſelves | | 
to doubr, but that hee will vouchſafe to accept vs. 

Now 71ſaac offended ſomething againſt men. In reſpeCt of his| :.Hee loved 
two ſonnes, at firſt he loved Eſau better then 7acob and thar forcar-| 1/06 GO 
nall reſpects, becauſe #ſau by his hunting ſupplied him with ſuch| .;.; ftorcarna} 
Linde of meate as was contentfull to him. It was without doubt a| rcpedts. 
weakeneſſe in him and deſerveth taxing. Should Iſaac beare fa- 
your to agraceleſſe ſonne for veniſons fake, rather then to a'godly 
ſonne for vertue ſake 2 Should our paſſions, fancies, appetites car- | 
rie us away and over-rule our affeftions. Surely as David withed 
thoſe that feared God to come unto him, and he would chooſethem | - 
for his companions; ſo ſhould every man make godlinefle the rule 
of his affeions, ſo as when other things be even to give piety the 3 
preheminence, and cauſe godlineſſe to caſt the ſcale as it were. ie] ; 
is a faylr in any man to love a worſe chiide above a better for any ; 8 
ſiniſter reſpet, Abraham loved not 1[hmatl above Iſaac, to pre-| 
vent that it may be thonght, thar God commanded Tſhmael to be! : 
caſt out, thar hee mighr not be thought a meete perſon art leaſt ro | 
partake with 7ſaac in his inheritance. And as to be carried away | & 
in our affections to children (by afte&ting them moſt that deſerve it 
leaſt) in carnall reſpeds is a ſinne, ſo likewiſe towards other per- 
ſons alſo, ſervants, neighbours or any other. Therefore hee that q 
hach done ſo or findes himſelfe fo inclined, muſt be humbledin his. 
folly and labour art laſt ro reifie his love, as wee fhew'd you be-| 
fore, that T1ſaac did when God diſcovered his weakenefle to 
him. 

Now in reſpe&t of _Abimelech, Iſaac offended by lying out of | z- He didlie 
feare, when the men of Gerar began to queſtion with him about | ®** *feare- 
his wife, he began to ſuſpe, that they meant no good in ſuch | 
inquirie, and fearing ſome 111 uſage from them if hee ſhould have 
profeſſed himſelfe her busband, helped the matter with a ſudden 
lic, and ſaid ſhee was his Sifter, Gen.25.7. you ſee hee inheriteth | 
here his Fathers carnall feare, and carnall ſhift, of lying to prevent 
the evill feared, Here wee have two plaine faults, his immoderate 
feare, and his lying to helpe himſclfe at a pinch ; to be afraid of 
death ſo that there appeare ſome likelihood that it will come up- C 
on us ſuddenly and violently,we ſuffer our ſelyes to be drawne into 
finne for the eſcaping of it, is afin and ſuch afin ir is, as hath often 
diſcovered it ſclfe in good men. Wee noted it in CAbraban 
twice upon the ſame occaſion that is here mentioned ; So it be. 
fell David, when hee came firſt to CAchiſh King of Garth, ſo to | | 
Feter and others. The inordinateneſle of the feare of death ariſcth 
| Z 4. from | 
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4.might be ſo conſtant and ſo ſetled as not to betake your ſelves unto 
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from weakeneſſe of faith, both in thar aman doth not fo ſtedfaſtly 
rely upon God for defence and ſafeguard of life, as alſo for falya. 


in the meditations of death and Heaven, as tro become ſufficiently 
heavenly-minded. For if wee did fully perſwade our ſelves thar 
God would ſtand by us inperill, rharhee would be our ſhield anq 


tion of his ſoule after death, or becauſe hee is not fo well verſeq ! 


unprovided through the ſuddenneſle of rhe danger, or rhe like oc. 
caſion, or it is likely that the ſoule which ſo fearcth death, as by 
finne to. ſhun the ſame, dothnot fo thoroughly aſſure it ſelfe of fal- 
vation, or hath not ſo clearely and fully apprehended the excel- 
lency of ſalvation; for donbtlefſe death would be welcometo him 
rather then terrible, that did apprehend it as a darke entrie leading 
cothe glorious palace of glory, and had well conſidered of the great. 
neſſe of that glory. EN 

I beſecch you take paines to helpe your {clves againſt the feare 


| of death, andto worke in your hearcs ſo truly couragious atemper, 
that though it ſhould preſent it ſelfe to you naked and without dif- 
guiſe, and that1uddenly, and that in ſhew unpreventably, yet you 


any finfull meanes of eſcape, bur rather chooſe to die then to finne 
againſt God, as knowing death to be no great matter, bur finne to 
be- an hatefull thing and worſe by farre then death. And how 
ſhould this undaunted and ſpiriruall fortitude be attained but: by 
converſing with death often in your thoughts? ſo as to get ſome 
good aſſurance, that it ſhall not be able to carry you to the re-! 
gion of darknefle to cternall death, but alone to let you our of this 


dungeon into a roome farre mote lightfome and blisfull. He that 
|rhinkes much of death, ſo as to make himſelfe carefull by frequent 
| renewing of his repentance and amendment. of his life, ro ger his 
| alvation afſured to himſelfe, ſhall at laſt be happily armed againſt 
the feare of death, and ſhall be made ſo reſolute as te choole ra- 
(ther to die then fſinne. 
| Againe, if you finde ſo much weakenefle in any of Gods Saints 
with whom you live, as you finde recorded in the ſtory of 1ſac, 
{I pray yoube no harſher ro them then you be to him. Tell mee 
| what thinke you of Iſazc? was hee agodly man or not? if you 
| ſay no, you contradi the Scripture, if you ſay yea, then you 
, muſt learne. not to deny to another the name of a good man, be- 
; Cauſe -you mecte with the like diſorders in him thar are: here nored 
| in- Iſaac, if hee feare too much, if hee - hath uſed ſome finfull 
| meanes-tq eſcape death or other danger. Nay'a man ought notto 
; deny | himſc]fe the name of a man truly ſanRified; becauſe hee 


| findeth the. ſame imperfeRions in himfelfe. To call in” queſtion | 


; ones being ſanRified in-reſpet of the hanging -on of fach 'weake- 


buckler, then it would befall us according to that of David, The! 
Lord is on my fide, 1 will not feare what man can doe unto mee; buy 
in the beſt this confidence is often weakened, and they are taken ; 


neſles, 
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neſſes, is to nip and diſcourage the worke of grace, and to hin- | | 
| der the growth of it no lefſe rhen a cold froſt doth hinder fruites | ; 
from growing. EE DS 

Bur 1ſaac telleth a manifeſt lie. Lying is a finne, arid the lying 
jonzue will bring deſtruction, but to bee ſo tranſported with ſome j 
preſent paſſion, as to be thruſt into the mire of lying 1s ſuch athing | 
as may befall a godly man, Come and take heede, that'youdoe | 
not imbolden your ſelves to lie by abuſing this and the Iike Exam- | | 
ples, bur rather reſolve and pray againſt it,as knowing in how much | 
danger you ſtand of falling into it. For though to bee over-raken | | 
with this finne in haſt, doc not-diſproove the truth of ſanctity; yet | 
to be alier (one that makes account that this is ſo ſmall anoffence, 
thar hee will nor be ſo preciſe as ro forbeare ro helpe himſelfe by | 
it if need be) this is a proofe of a man that hath not yet gotten! 
any ſanity. Lying is afinne ſo plaine, that ſcarce is ir poſſible ro 
'be ignorant of it, but through wilfullneſſe, becauſe a man refuſeth | | 
[to be willing to know that fault which hee is not willing to leave. | | 
'For no man can chooſe but blame ir in another, and therefore his 
inward foule doth plainely tell him thatitis alſo naughr in himſelfe. | 
Now to live purpoſely in a knowne finne, r-{olving rhat hee muſt ; | 
and will doe it f occaſion ſerve, this is to be a worker of iniquity. | | 
Rememb:r therefore the word of S. Part, Put away lying ſeeins you ' Epheſ.4.25. 
have pn: off the ol4 man, inimating that hee harh not cait off any. ; 
part of the old man, char harh not throwne away this rag of ir. | | 
Lying will breed boldnefle ro finne, hard-heartedneſſe in ir, impu- 
dency- afrer it. Therefore you muſt determinately conclude with 
your ſelves, zo put away lying and ſpeake the truth one to ano- 
= In theſe two things Tſaac finned againſt G O D and him- | 
elfe. | 

But his finne againſt {himelech was, in that hee was like to | 4.He ſcandali | 
have drawne him occaſionally into a great finne , hee did that | =<4 Abimelech.| 
which might ecafily have hazarded him rothinke of making Rebekah | 
his wife, that is, of committing adultery. Ir is a finne to become | 
a ſtumbling blocke ro another by doing that which may make him ? 
bold to doe athing that is finfull , as Abimelech complained to 
Abraham and alfo to Tſazc 5 rake heede that you become not ſtum- 
bling blockes in a more palpable faſhion, by inticing {wadi 

palpable faſhion, by inticing, perſwading, | 

exhorting, giving cvill example or the like. Be carcfull nor to | 
partake with other mens finnes, and if you can call ro minde any | 
[thing done by your ſelves in the like nature, wiz. ſuch an a& as | 
might have pulled another to wickednefſe, though the ill cffe& 
{ haye not followed, yet you muſt repent of your uncharitableneſſe 
and raſhneſle herein. L 

Another fault of Iſaacs is this, thathe had too great reſpeRttogood |, 11. 10ye 
fare, he loved his rooth and palare a littleroo much, he was an aged |good fare too 
man and hee gave himſelfe alittle more then enough ro ſavoury |= 
\Meate, and his love to good fare carried him ſo farre awry in his 
&-'5 . affeions, 
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His Benefits. 
x. Spirituail, 
God made his 
covenant with 
him, 


| fonneaboveaberter. This is a weakeneſle againit which it is neede- 


' it was too great a love to Veniſon, that cauſed him to love a worſe 
full ro ſtrive, our ſenſuality inclineth us unto 1t, wee are apr to 
| thinke it no finne, may not a man uſe Gods benefits and enjoy 
the comforts of this life in good meaſures why ſhould not hee 
fare well that hath much given him by God £ Bur ſure to be © 
aver-ruled by ones palate, thar any diſorders be bred. thence in ones 
life towards any perſon or thing, cannot but be a finne for all 
'theſe excuſes. Doe not wee know that cockering of the body 
doth likely deprefle the ſoule « and the feeding of the belly and 
' pleaſing of the taſie doth breed an aprneſſeto be lefle delighted with 
' better chings 

| 2D 

| Thus you have Iſaacs faults. Firſt, Forgetfulneſſe of Gods pro- 
'miſe. Secondly, Carnall feare of death. Thirdly, Lying to pre- 
'vent danger, Fourthly, Scandalizing Abimelech, Fifcly, over-[oving 
his worſer ſonne,and Sixtly, Over-loving good fare. We will goe on 
\now to conſider what ble flings he enjoyed. 

Firſt Spirituall, God pleaſed tro make his covenant in him, and 
to beſtow the birth-right and blefling upon him, and therefore alſo 
did appeare to him and bleſſed him, Ger.:5.3,4. and after, Yoſ.24, 
In is a ſingular favour of God, to give a man ſpirituall bleings, to 


make him his childe, to appeare to him and comfort him, by 


giving him aſſurance that hee is his childe, and confirme his 
Faith in his gracious promiſes. This is the greateſt favour, to 
blefle us with ſpirituall bleſſings, 1ſhmael had the terrene, but 
Iſaac had the ſpirituall bleſſings, theſe were given alſo to 7aceb as 


continue till another life and will bee perfes ed in another life | 
eternally. 

I pray you confider whether God have vouchſated theſe unto you, 
hath he cauſed youto feare his name? hath he made you to beleeve 
his promiſes 2 hath he appeared to you in his word and ordinances ? 
and given you ſome happy apprehenſion of his goodneſſe in Chriſt, 
' making you know, that he will fulfill ro you the blefling of Abraham. 
It he have, give hearty praiſes ro him, take unſpeakable comfort in 
| bim, account all your other croſſes nothing. Rejoyce in him ever- 
| more, that hath tranſlated you from the power of darkenefle to his 
,owne Kingdome, Happy is hethar is madethe childe of God,though 
| he be in great calamity for outward thirgs. Know the incomparable 
 greatnefle of his favour, that you may rejoyce in it, indeſpight of all 
Crofles. And labour to get more and more aſſurance of your intereſt | 

unto God and happy eſtatethis way, that you may be more and more | 
' comforted, Bur if you have not theſe ſpirituall good things, doc 


|affedtions, that he loved Eſau more then 1acob, Gen.25.28. Surely, 


a ſingular prerogative. Ir is an admirable fayour indeede to en- | 
joy theſe, for they will not ceaſe at the end of this life, but will | 


Gen. The Exampleof Cnarcu,g&c, 
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not account your ſelves happy, becauſe of the outward, thinke not 


that youarc in agood eſtate whatſoever you poſſeſle, if you polleſle, 
not 
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ot Gods Spitittro make you Gods childe, to ſeale you to the day of 
redemption, to comfort you inall times, with making himſelfe more 
and more aſſuredly knowne unto you. What is itto enjoy a dream 
of proſperity in this ſſcepe of naturall life + and then to ſpend ones 
cternall being in endlefle and irremediable and unſuffe able miſery. 
Reſt not your ſelves ſatisfied in outward things, count not your ſelves | | 
happy in having them, never thinke you have any thing till you 
haye gface, till you have Chriſt, cill you have intereſt into Heaven; 
that erernall land of promiſe, and ſet your ſelyes in fecling of the 
waht of theſe things to ſecke them in Gods ordinances, Prayer, 
the Word, Sacraments, and you ſhall have them, for you want 
them not that live in the Chutch, but for want of care duely to ſeeke 
\thet. = _ | | | 
Apaine, conſider Iſaacs temporall bleſſings, he had a very good | : Temporall 
aife,” Rebekah; that Lure her ſelfe. well towiids him, nd" Wis — good 
catefull ro keepe him from offenditig, in tranſlating the blefling con- | 
trary to Gods pleaſure, wherein though ſhee uſed deceit, yet {hee 
brought him into the right way, afore he knew of it;and eaufed hits | 
doe well when hethonghet ro doe evill. on | 
' Againe, he had one very gricious and -godly childe, Idreb, hid | 2; One godb} 
mother though not ſo godly as we can aſſuredly ſay ke ſeated God, | (one? mhatenl 
yet one that reſpeted him, that did thrive in the world, aid Was | ſpeRted him. - 
of commendable outward carriage arnong men, fot {0 was Z/a: | 
he ſhewed regard to Iſaac, grew great in worldly greathefſe; arid ha 
aname among men. | Re wn | 
Thirdly, hee had a greate meaſure of wealths and was a man'6f | 3. Was very } 
orcat ſtate afhd eſteeme , ſo that King _Abimelech defifed his rich 
friendſhip, and though ſome envied and wronged him, yet they : 
could not hinder Gods bleſſing from attending him, eſpecially offe | 
yeere God gave him a ſingular bleſſing, for he ſowed afid reaped, atid | Gen.a6.12, | * 
4 by Faith he beleeved thar God would, ſo God did thake him - 
tooth and hebecame fruicfull inthe land. ; 
| Andlaſt of all, helived along time in this world to Enjoy alltheſe | 4. He lived 
things, arid lived to continue- with his wife Rebekah, ſhee lived as | 19S 
lohg orneere as lotig as he, which could nor bur be a gfear comfort 
ts him.: So you ſee hee had all abundance of outwatd contents for 
is children, wife, ſtate,&c. —— 
' Now Ibceſecch you reckon betwixt God and your ſelves ! hath} 
fot' God beene as favourable to ſome of you as to Iſaac ? fo that 
| you have good, vertuous, and dutifull and religious wives, whict| 
will helpe your errors, and cheriſh your bodies, and doe you all the 
good they can. Hath ffot hee given ſome of yott good atid godly 
children; at leaft ſome, or orie, and the reſt ciyill andthrivings Hath| 
[not he given you a wealthy eſtate 2 not ſo rich as Iſaa# bar even rich | 
enough, I meane fo much as will inable yon ro enjoy your felves in | 
the world, and to paſſe thorough the world with comfort. Hath'not | 
he proſpered the worke of your hands £ aid given you'rSethch,-atid | | 
: madet | 
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Ge ns The Example of Crap, &C. 


Ifaccs crofles, 


:.He waslong' For his body, hee was blinde many yeares, for hee was mar- 


blinde. 


|ſo granted to himſelfe, let him not take Gods dealing with himin 
[to his wiſcdome, that ſecing him not ſo capable of theſe things, 


| doth withdraw from him that thing which hee ſees would be hun: | 
- {full unto him. Wee muſt nor miſconſter Gods forbearing to give 


godlineſſe which hath the promiſe ſhall alſo have the performance 


made you increaſe, yea hath hee not made you live a long timero | 
enjoy all theſe things 2 If fo, let theſe benefits become matter of 
raiſe, let them become arguments of obedience, labour to be tru- 
[ly thankfull for them, that you may finde them truly beneficiall: 
make a ſpirituall uſe of temporall bleſſings. ; 
| And if any want theſe things, let him ſce how rich God is,and 
let him even truſt in him for ſufficiency in outward things, and 
count it enovgh that it pleaſeth God to give him better things as 1 
exhorted before. And if any of Gods people finde northeſe things 


the worlt part, It him not aſcribe it to want of love to him, but 


| outward things. Yea now let all men encourage themſelves to bce| 
obedicnt to God, and.to feare him as did 1ſaac, for you ſeein him | 
that God is ready to reward his ſervants with great commodities 
and comforts in this life too. Hee will not alone fave them, bur 
ſo farre as is good, make their eſtate proſperous here below. That 


[of ;good. things for this preſent life and that which is to come. 
I know, that theſe bee common benefits, bur when they come! 
ſweetened with Gods blefling, then they are truly comfortable, and 
ſo ſhall they be to him that intereſts himſelfe to them by gctting 
into Chriſt, and walking in him in holinefſe and godly converſa- 
Wolls: ----: a: | 

So wechave done with 7/aacs benefits, now his croſſes; for nci- 
'ther could hee, nor can any man in this life ſcape bur that more 


'or leſſe hee ſhall mecre with afflitions. Firſt in reſpe& of his bo- 
| dy: 2. His ſtate. 3. His children. 
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[ried ar forty, at fixty hee had Eſau and Jacob ; Tacob was about 
(ſeventy ſix yeares when he came to Laban, ſo then Tſaac was a hun- 
; dred thirty fixe yeares, and at that time hee could not diſccrne 
Eſau and. Tacob one from the other by fight, and he lived inall 180 
yeares, from which if you ſuberat 136, then will remaine for- 
ty foure yearcs, ſo long did Tſaac live without the uſe of his cycs- 
Therefore learac you to bee thankefull rhat God hath given you 
your eyc-fight evento your lives end, ſo that you want not this 
: ; y 
ſence ar all till death, or ar leaſt want it not ſo long a ſpace of 
| time. Sight is a great comfort, it is pleaſant to ſee the Sunne 
| and to bee able with our eyes to behold and diſcerne our friends 
' and all other creatures of GOD. Let us praiſe God for the uſe | 
| of this and other ſences. 
| Secondly, let us prepare to ſuffer the ſame croſſe, who cantell 
| how ſoone his eyes may grow dimme © let us uſe them well | 
| whileſt wee have them, and withdraw them from looking after 
vanity, 
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vanity, and all other abuſes : for nothing will grieve us more 
when wee have loſt them, then that wee have abuſed them, | 
nor comfort us more , then ro remember that wee have! 
kept them in order and beſtowed them holily. And indeed, they ' 
\bee things apt to bee abuſed a 1oco waics 5 Prevent all theſe 
/.buſes and put on a contemed minde,if God fee it fir to be depri- 
ved of them, getting ſuch a clearenefle of inward ftght, rnat the | 
comfort of thar may ſupply the warit of outward eyes. Hee thar | 
hath an underſtanding given him to ſee God and Chriſt, to ſee 
Heaven and things ſpirituall, may eafily mifle the fight of- other | 
things; but ah how comfortlefle 1s a blind body joyned with a 
blind minde Take heed that this grear darkeneſſe fall not upon 
you, for what can this bee but even a fore-runner of utter and evers- | 
laſting darkeneſle. 


i 
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Further, Tſaac in his ſtate met with divers crofles, the Phili- ! 
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ſins envied him, chaſed him from them, wronged him by ſtop-' 
ping his Fathers Well and by unjuft ſtriving with him for thoſe he | 
'himſelfe had digged, theſe bee crofics and ſuch as trouble the 
\nature of man, and ſeems hard ro beare, but this good man wreſtled 
with them. | | 
| Prepare your ſelves therefore to be envied and. wronged, and 
to have enemics that will contend and quarreil with you cauſclefly, | 
\and be carcfull to get Gods favour, thit tre malice and injurioul: 
nefſe of men may not be able ro kurt you, bur thar God may blefle | 
you the more, by how much men doe more envie you, wrong 
you and contend againſt you, as it befell to Iſaac. For God pro- ; 
ſpered him and comforted him the more, by how much the world | 
dd more grudge at him, and ſeeke to diſquict him. Labour there- | 
fore to get Gods favour, that you may have a patient,a cheerefull | 
minde the in middeit of the greateſt injuries.In the meane time,expect | 
(ſuch evill ufage and ftrive to be able ro beare it without vexation 
and diſcontent, which are things more troubleſome then the crofles 
themſelves, - 
| Further, learne to be thankfull ro God, 1f hee have picaſcd to 
\keepe you from ſpight, wrong and ſtrife, that either you bee not 
envied, or elſe thoſe that envie vou have not had ability to wrong | 
you and contend againſt you. Ir is agreat goodnefle of God fo to 
hedge about a mans eſtare, that no man hath beene able to breake | 
in upon him to hurt him, and it is neither mens wit nor greatnefſe | 
that can procure unto them this ſafety,but it is God alone that ma- 
(kth them ro dwell in ſatety. Let our hearts be lifted up to praiſe 
_ that hath ſo incompaſſed us with his favour as with a 
eld, 


But next, 1ſaac was crofled in his children. Firſt, in that hee 


and the hope of his ſalvation depended upon the performance of | 
as promiſe ; for out of his loynes was that ſeede to proceed in |! 
whom 


A—— 


' ycrs troubles | 


continued long without iſſue, whereas God had promiſed him ifſue, |wichour fue. 
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| Hewascr2%s But ſecondly, E{ar prooved a crofſſe to him in two things, 


{cd in E#« i, 


2 in ach. 


266 


— 


whom all Nations were to bee bleſſed, and yer hee was married 
twenty yeeres afore this promiſe was fulfilled. So long did Gog 
exerciſe his faith with delay. 

Learne to beare with patience Gods deterring of his promi- 
ſes and not to let your hopes lip, bur ſtill ro truſt on God and waire 
for him, who will come in due time though hee fatisfie not our 
heſtie and over-eager defires, Hold to rhe promiſe of God, jt 
ſhall be fulfilled at length though wee hce made to tarry fone. 
what long for it, that wee may bee better fitted to receive ir 
with thankefullnefſe. The longer a good thing 1s deſired and de. 
ferred, the more abundant comfort it yeeldeth when it is 


COMce 


| Firſt, that hee tooke into the houſe two ſuch ill conditioned 
Maides, as were a gricfe of heart to 1ſaac and Rebekah, Gen, 26, 
ult. This is a bitter crofle to bee peſter'd with unquiet, froward, 
| unruly and wicked daughters in Law, that ſhall make one weary 
of his life, and like evill and bitter ſauce, rake away the ſweet- 
nefſe of all other comforts. Learne to bee thankefu!l, if you have 
; eſcaped this croſſe, and if God have provided ſuch yoake-fel- 
lowes for your children, as by their durtfull and loving carriage 
doe make the comfort of your lives more abundant, raming 
| themſclves to content you in all good and Jawfull rhings, as if 
they were your owne ſonnes or daughters: Itis a great ſatisfaQi- 
on to ſee ones children ſo happily matched ; Let not this bene. 
| fit bee fleighted and paſſed over without particular thankes. And 
now prepare for this crofſe, or if you bee under it, labour to 
| beare it, ſo as not to bee made weary of life, but enjoy the reſt 
'fo thankefully, that the bitternefle of this may bee ſweerened and 
 allayed. And pray to God to dire your ſelves and your chil- 
dien ſo in their choice or yours for them, thqt they may not ſtum- 
ble upon a torment unawares, and learne in chooſing to chooſe for 
grace rather then ſiniſter reſpects, ſo may you hope to bee directed 
arighe, and ro get atrue bench. 

Againe, E/arz was a crofle to his Father in his malice againſt his 
| Brother,whom hee purpoſed to kill, and would not keepe the 
'thought to himſelfe fo, but that it uttered jt ſelfe, IF Iſaac 
\ knew not of it, hee was nor afflicted with it, but if hee did, hee 
. could nor but rake ir heavily. Thanke God .if- hee have not given 
' over your children ro ſuch malice one againſt the other, and if you 
| lie under this miſcrvy, make ic as eaſte as may bee, by telling 
your ſelves it was Tſaacs crulle, and yer God kept it from ever com-| 
ming to execution. 

But 1ſaac was croſſed in Taceb too, for hee lived a ſtranger from 
him twenty yeeres ſo that hee did not enjoy him. Is it not a griefe 
to have a good childe as it were baniſhed and reſtrained from 


dwelling with his Fathcr for fo long a time, whoſe Og his 
; OVC 
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CE No Iſaac. CHAP.,2: ,&C, 
love makes him to defire every day 2 But 71/aac lived to ſee much 


rudenefſe in his Grand-children, for hee our-lived Toſephs ſelling into; 
Feypt, and was afflicted in 7acobs uncomfortablenciſe under that 


CYOLLC » 


— 507 EA EET ETR 


much hardnefle as Iſaac ? 
And laſtly, Iſaac died at 180 yeeres, a long life indeed for 


thoſe times, but it ended in death and buriall,and 
ſo muſt each of yours even a great 


Bleſle God if it have not happnend ſo to you, and if it 
haye, mutter not, for what are you that you may not be put to as | 


while ſooner, O therefore ſtu- 


| His death, 


for 1t. 
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| THE SIXTEENTH 


EXAMPLE. 


OF REBEKKAH. 


£39 Ebckkah was the wife of Iſaac, of her birth and 
FS; death the Scripture is ſilent, Weare therefore to 
a 1ook into her life, wherein obſerve the good ſhee 
Wy) had and did, the evill ſhe did and ſuffered. The 
wn 2\ good ſhedid, : 

SAC Firſt, whileſt ſhe lived young in her Fathers 
SEARS houſe, She was a Virgin untouched by man, Gez. 
24.16, Noman knew her. It behooveth young women to behave them- 
ſelves ſo modeſtly,and ſhamefac'dly,that they may bring themſelves 
untotheir own husbands undefiled. Therefore the holy Ghoſt ap- 


= —_ 


maidens virginity, that they might be able to prove it againſt the 
ſlanders of her husbands evill tongue (if he ſhould after report that 
he found her not a maide) but withall he appointed thar if rhe wo- 
man could nor prove her ſelfe to have been a Virgin, ſhe ſhould be 
drought out and publiquely ſtoned at her Fathers doore, Deat.22,13. 
You ſee that God would have the daughter put to death which 
ſhould be bold to proſtitute her ſelfe ro any other men, and then de- 
ceiveone that had not knowne her, and thruſt her ſelfe upon him as if 
ſhehad beena Virgin, as much as if he had ordered chat ſuch adefiled 
Aa | maiden 


— 


[ 


pointed the Parents to be caretull of preſerving rhe tokens of the | 


Rebekkahs 
ncither birth 
nordeath is 
mentioned in 
Scripture. 


Hcr veitucs, 
1, She was 
chaſte while 
a Virgins 
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(en The Exampleof Cu AP, 24. 
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| and tender the health of your ſoules more than the credit of your 


| not giving them liberty to range upand down atunfit times, to unfit 


maiden ſhould not marry any other but him that had defiled her,un. 
leſſe firſt ſhe had made the matter knowne unto that other, Now 
what care ſhould be taken to preſerve chaſtity, the heathens may 
reach us, who for meere credit ſake,uſeddiligence 10 this matter,ang 
it ſhould be a ſhame for Chriftians not to exceed Pagans in any 
point of goodneſle. | : 

Let metherefore ſpeake unto you young maidens, and require 
youto follow Rebekkah in this kinde, keep your ſelves pure,ſuffer not 
your ſelves to be won away with any ſolicitations forall occaſions of 
ſin. Be not haughty in conceit of your own ſtrength co withſtand a. 
ny allurement, but feare God,and beſeech him to keep you by vertue 
of his feare, elſe many a boaſting maiden hath been forced our of her 
own experience to confeſle, that this offence cannot be prevented by 
braging. I ſay therefore, let the feare of God, and an humble heart, 
and a carefull ſhunning of evill opportunities be the preſervers of 
your chaſtity. And if any of you have been corrupt, and vitiated, 
though itbe knowne to none but God and your ſelves, ſee that you 
be greatly humbled, and truly penitent for it. | 

The cuſtome of many is, it they can conceale themſelves in this 
kinde, and that they prove not with childe,to the publique reproach- 
ing ofthemſelves before men, not at all to grieve for the ſin commit- 
red, though it be neverthelefle abominable in Gods fight, becauſe of 
ſuch concealing it ; yea, ſome there be that adde murder alſo to fil. | 
thineſſe, uſing meanes of abortion to themſelves, or of hindering 
themſelves from conceiving, by wicked reaches, and deviſes : But 
the all-ſceing eyes of God do diſcover their lewdnefle,and will make 
their offences knowne to all the world, and that ſo much the moreto 
their diſgrace, anddeftrution, by how much they have declared 
chemſelves to be more wicked, in fearing men, and not God. Indeed 
if rhe matter cometo open knowledge, they weep, and take on,ſhew- 
ingevidently, that ignominy goeth nearer to their hearts than fin, 
and that they care not how lewd they be, if their lewdnefſe come not 
to light. But I ſay, be you carefull co prevent ſecret ſins in this kinde, 


names, and undoe that fin by unfained repentance, which willelſe 
make you odious to God, though you hide it never ſo cloſly from 
men, And let Parents alſocary a watchfull eye upon their daughters, 


Places, leſt it befall them as it did Dinh, Iacobs daughter, when ſhee 
gave her ſelfe leave togaze abroad to ſee the faſhions of the daugh- 
ters of thecountrey. And I muſtalſo ſpeake toyoung men, which 
goea wooing to young maidens, that they ſuffer not themſelves to 
be ſo far tranſportedwith unlawfull, and unruly defires, as to pollute 
thoſe before marriage, oraſſay to ſolicite them whom they pretend 
to loveſo, as to makethem their wives. If they love them, let them 


keep them ſoworthy tobe beloved, and enter not into Gods Ordi- 
nance, 


GEN.  Rebekkab. CHAP. 24.| 3 
| nance, through the devils Portal], as I may call ic ; O be not ſowick- 
ed, ſo injurious tothe maid, and the friends of the maid with whom | 
ou ſeek to make affinity, as to lay a ſnare and blot upon your ſelves, | 
ad the kindred and parents of your ſelves, and of the Virgin to | 
whom you pretend love and good will, but enter purely into Matri- | 
mony, that the bleſſing of God may accompany you in Matrimony. 
And ſo much for Rebekkahs chaſtity, ſhe came an unſpotted Virgin 
co the bed of marriage. E- 

Now further, ſhe was a painfull and a curteous maid;for ſhe came | 2-She was 
outwith her pitcher on her ſhoulder to draw water at a common | ?*ifvll and 
Well, and did not think ſo much of her labour, but that ſhe was [My Lord, faid 
ready to draw water, and fill the troughes till a number of Camels |< — 
had drank their fill, and curteouſly let down her pitcher to givethe | {ay in Evg- 
man that was a ſtranger to her, to drink, and of her own accord offe- | liſh, 
red her ſervice to water his Camels too. 

Learne you maidens to be painfull, learne to be curteous, by la- | 
bour you ſhould keep your bodies in good health, and your mindes | 
alſo free from vices and evill defires, and by curtefie you ſhall ſhew | 
your ſelves to beofa good nature, willing to be ſerviceable, and fo 
ſhall win love, credit, and goodeſteeme : bur an idle churliſh per- 
ſon, that makes her ſelfe ſick by her floarhfulnefſe, and by her back- | 
wardneſſe todoſervice, (ſhewing that ſhe is good for nothing bur to 
trick up, and pride her ſelfe) becomes loathfome to God and man. | 
Be nor tdle, be not nice and dainty, be not ſowre and churlich, theſe 
things will cauſe you to inherite as much diſgrace as Rebekkah did in- 
herite honour and good will. -Let me commend unto you the vertu: | - 
ous example of good Rebekkah, drefſe your ſelves as it were at her | | 
Blaſſe, and adorn your ſelves with her vertues, This Story you may | 
readeat large, Ger. 24. 15. and fo forward reade it, conſider of it, | 
and take ir forth into your lives, and learn to live according to the 
worthy preſidents which the word of God commendeth unto you, 
Thecuſtome of the world, and the corruption of nature will per- 
ſwadeyou rather to pride, niceneſſe, ſloathfulnefle, and diſcurteſie, 
bur we muſt take heed of following our own naughty nature, in the 
finfull faſhions of theworld ; Sheisa Chriſtian indeed that is wil- 
ing to live according to the Scriptures. 

Now conſider another vertue of Rebekkahs, ſhe was willing to bee | z.She was | 
ruled by her friends in marriage, and when they had given their con. ary 
ſent to Abrahams ſervant for the marrying of her to [ſaac,ſhe alſo con: | fiendsin | 
ſented, and ſaid, /willgo withthe man, Gen.24..58, So ſhould all mai- | *ani2e | 
dens yeeld themſelves to the government of their parents and friends 
1n this matter, that they may with more aſſurance 8& comfort expe 
the bleſſing of God to make their lives comfortable in mariage,by gi- 
ving them love & favour intheir husbands eyes,and beſtowing upon 
them good husbands,at leaſt if they meete with ſuch as be notwhar 
they ought, they may with more contentedneſle & patience undergo 
LE Aa 2 the 


— 


| 


Her good car- 
riage when | 
marricd, 

I. She joyned 

| with her huſ. 
band in prayer 
for childien, | 


Mi... 


| religion do require at your hands. Give not away your ſelves before 


(FE N. The Exampleof GCuap, 24. 
the crofſe when it comes not with a ſting upon their conſciences, 
in that by their ſinfalneſle they have even pulled miſery upon them. 
ſelves. If you be well matched, the comfort will be doubled, when 
you ſhall perceive that it is a fruit of Gods goodnefle unto you, in 
bleſſing your care of obſerving his commandements, and direQi. 
ons, and ifacroſſe come, it will be far more cafily borne, when you 


Thus you ſhall provide beſt for your own perperuall welfare:for that 
inordinate paſſion, which is called love, will foon be quenched likea 
fire of thornes,and then it is notthe fulfilling of irregu lar defires,that 
will miniſter comfortunto you. It isevident by experience,that dif. 
cord and diſſention do quickly fall out betwixt them that followed 
paſſionrather then duty, and diſcretion in placing themſelves with a 
husband. Now you ſhall be well able thus to perform your duty both 
to God and your Parents,if you keep your ſelves owners of your own 
bearts, and ſuffer not your unruly paſſions to make you ſlaves unto 
chemſelves,and ſo ro make your duty difficult and tedious, He that 
keeps his feet and legs free from ſhacklesand chains, can ealily goa. 
bout any buſineſſes that are ncedfull for him to do, But whoſoever 
will lade himſelfwith irons and fetters, ſhall finde ir grievous to ſtir 
when itis requiſite for him to goany whither, Therefore ſhackle nor 
you ſoules with the chaines of unruly affe&tions, that you may chear. 
fully yeeld your ſelves to your parents diſpoſall, as both nature and 


hand,commir not that vile Idolatry of making ſome one man a falſe 
god unto you,and let not your hearts be inflaved to any one, before 
your Parents have given you, who have intereſt from God todiſpoſe 
of you according to therules of diſcretion for your own good, For 
Parents looke to the conſtant good of their children in beſtowing 
them, but their own green heads do likely regard nothing elſe bur 
the pleaſing of their eye and fancies, which likely doth end in miſe-|. 
ry and diſcontent. And fo you have ſeen Rebekkahs good carriage 
while ſhe was a maiden, living under the government of her Eather 
in his Family, 

Now ſec how ſhe carries her ſelfe afterwards. 

1. To God, 2. Toherhusband. 3. Tohber children, 

I. To God, She joyned with her husband in prayer for chil- 
dren, and therefore ſhe had faithin God, and truſted in him for 
iflue, not barely tothecourſe of nature, for it is ſaid Gev, 25-21. 
Iſaac entreated the Lord for his wife, becauſe ſhee was barren, ſheewas 
preſent with her husband, and joyned her owne ſupplications 
with his, forthe obtaining of fruitfulnefſe by him. A good wo- 
man ought to bee prayerfull, and both to unite her devotions to 
ncr husband, and alſo to call upon God by her ſelfe alone. See there- 


a 


4 


have your parents and friends ready ro com fort you, and helpe you, | 
becauſe you have followed their dire&tions in beſtowing your ſelves, | 


fore you wives that you be ready to ſhew piety in the ſame kinde ; 
pray 
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ray to God with your husbands, yea pray to him for your ſelves, | 
husbands, and children, and for all good things, The bleſſings are 
doubled that are gotten not alone by natural] endeavours, but by fer- 
vent prayers unto God, for this is a proofe, that they be granted by 
God in favour, and ſo they become tokens of his love ro men, and by 
that meanes are much more comfortable then of their own nature 
they could be. Thoſe wives therefore are too blame, that ſcarce are 
willing to pray themſclves, or to joyne with their husbands, bur by 
their backwardneſſe interrupt their praying together, a thing con- 
demned by S. Peter, when it is procured by diſcontents, falling our | 
betwixr,and conſequently alſoby any other meanes. Mend this fault 
O ye wives, and you that are husbands, if the fault have been in you, 
mend it, and ſee that you joyne together, calling upon God. If you | 
have children, yet there be enough of other things for which you 
oughr co viſite the Throne of grace. The graces of Gods Spirit are 
much moredefirable then the truir of our bodies, and I am ſure thar 
our hearts are all barren of ſuch fruit, and cannot be made iruittull 
bur by Gods Spirit working in our hearts, and prayer will cauſe him 
romake a barren heart fruitfull as well as a barren wombe, bur with. 
out prayer the heart will never bring forth true grace. Naturall be- 
nefirs, children,and the like, doe fall into the laps of men and wo. 
men though they doe not ſecke them from God by this exerciſe of | 
prayer, but ſpiritual! bleſſings cannot be obtained by any other 
meanes, if this be not alſo joyned to the meanes to ſanRifie them, 
You have therefore cauſe enough to pray together as well as 1/aac and 
Rebekkah, even though you have not barren bodies, yea, and if you 
have children, yet ir is requiſite to crave Gods favourable bleſſing 
upon chem, withour which, they may prove afterwards the greateſt 
croſſes you have, inſtead of the greateſt comforts ; ſee therefore thar 
you be not {lack in this jervice of God. 

Again, Rebekkahs duty is ſeen, inthat ſhe went to God to enquire | 2. She inqui- | 
when ſhe found a more then ordinary ſtriving in her wombe : wee |" Cod 
muſt all learne of her to keep our peacewith God, and to be alwaics Iron 3 
{ready to ſeeke to him, if any thing befall us that puts us to feareor | ved in her | 
trouble, as you ſee the people of God have done at all times. It be- RO 
comes the children of God ſtill to enquire of him, and ſeeke to him 
Inall occurrents, Indeed it pleaſeth him to ſend ſuch occaſions un- 
to us, that by thetn we may be drawne nearer unto him, and viſit him 
moreofren, and more checrefully. They therefore that are ſtrangers 
to God, and runany whether, rather thento him for help and direct. 
on, when troubles doe come unto them, are much too blame them- 
ſelves for profancneſſe. They acknowledge God alone in word, but 
deny him in deed, that are thus eſtranged from him. Mend this fault 
now, and that you may with more aſſurance run to God when croſſes | 
and cambers befall you, be ſure to pray without ceaſing, and to | 
keepyour hearts in with him, by calling upon him at all times. Ir is | 
Aa 3 a moſt | 
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[| 2. She was 


1 dutifull ro 
( her husband, 


» — cn. 


| orofminde, thinke with our ſelves, why is ic thus with me > and 


[in ſhe did the part ofa loving, diſcreete, and dutifull wife, whoreve- 
renced her husband, and defires to keep him from fin. She came not 


unto him. 


his Father Abraham, unto the Son to whom it was not due, becauſe 


a moſt happy thing to have the Throne of grace alwaies open to ones 
prayers; andit is kept open by continuance, and daily exerciſing 
ones ſelte in this ſervice. If any ſay, how ſhall we enquire of Gog 
now, ſceing weare now deſtitute of extraordinary Prophets,by whoſe 
meanes we may ſeek unto him > I anſwer, we have his Word, wee 
bave his Name, we have his Miniſters and taithtull people to go un. 
to, and by thoſewe may as ſufficiently ſeck unto him, as by any ex. 
traordinary Prophets. Wherefore as Rebekkah feeling thar bulling in 
her wombe, ſaid, why am I thus > And went roenquire of God,Gey, 
25.22, So muftwe in all occaſions ofdiſquietment,cither of body, 


muſt come to prayer,and crave direionand help of him; Wemut 
runtohis word, and ſeek to informe our ſelves from thence, what 
may be the cauſe of our preſent eſtate, and conſult with his faichfull! 
ſervants that have a larger meaſure of knowledge then our ſelves, | 
thatby their advice we may learne what is fit for us ro doe, and upon 
what ground it is that matters be ſowith us,and God by theſe means 
will ſettle and quiet our mindes as ſurely, and firmly, as of old heac. 
cuſtomed todoe by meanes of his holy Prophets. So you have ze. 
bekkahs piety to God, now ſee her carriage to her husband, and we 
finde in the Story of her life, teſtimonies of her being a dutitull wife 


For firſt, when ſhe found him inclined to go againſt the will of 
God (in giving away that ſolemne bleſſing which ſhe inherited from 


God had preferred the younger before theelder) ſhe was carcfull to 
prevent that ſin, and to procure the bleſſing unto 7arob, towhom it 
was due, and how > Notby brawling and falling out with him, but 
by a gentle anda quier meanes. I commend not the uſing of guile 
and falſhood, but in that ſhe fell not to itby violence of ſpeech, but 
by agentle and milde way,in that I cannot bur commend her. Here- 


chafing to 7/aac, as once Sarah did to Abraham,bur by a gentle courſe 

ſhe cauſed him toeſcape the fault before he could commit it, and| 
beyond his purpoſe. So muſt you good wives carry your ſelves, if 
your husbands be about to ſwerve out of the way, and you perceive 
It, you muſt endeavour by ſweet and dutifull courſes to prevent, Or 
recall them from ſin,not rouſe fierce paſſion, brawling, as ſometimes 
women of a fierce ſpirit doe, who many times are punithed for their 
indiſcreet frowardneſle, by failing of their deſires, and making things 
worſe, rather then changing them for the better. The ſame diſpoli- 
tion to her husband ſhe ſhewed in another paſſage too, for that ſhe 
might procurethe ſending of 74cob into Padan Aram, ſhe did not0- 
penly declare the matter to her husband, bur came and related the 


trouble ſhe had with Eſazs wives, and told how bitter a thing - 
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wou!d prove unto her, if ſhewere as bad yoked with another wife 
char 7acob ſhould bring,and ſo won him todiſfpatch 7acob fora wife in- 
ro Padan Aram, 

A woman ſhould alwaies deale by loving meanes with her huſ- 
band, to get the good ſhe would at his hands, and not by violence | 
and clamour, You that would have the repute of good wives in your 
own hcarts, ſee that you follow Rebekkah,; prevaile by diſcreet, wile, 
and curteous courſes, not by ſtrong hand, and violence, But theſe 
eager, ſharp, and paſſionate women, that will wreſt che things they 
defire out of their husbands hands, ( perhaps alſo inconvenient 
things) by chiding, and big, and loud words, as once I told you Sa 
1h ſought todo, or elſe by puling, and whining, and charging their 
husbands not to love them elſe, as the wife of Sampſon did, are to be 
blamed as undiſcrect, and diſobedient wives, and if they repent not 
of their folly,and unrulineſſe,the Lord will one day call them to ac- 
count for their miſdemcanours : Genrleneſle, and dutifulneſle muſt 
adorn your converſation,and your husbands muſt ſec your converſa- 
ton coupled with feare todiſpleaſe, ſo ſhall you make your ſelves 
and husbands happy, both at once,and have a kinde of lawtull power 
with them over whom you have notany authority. 

But now of Rebekkahs carriage to her Sons, ſhewas intheright,ſhe | 4. Sheloved 
loved the good ſon whom God loved moſt ; 7acob was a plain man, | d*roetfon 
but a good man, beloved of God, therefore ſhedid love him too, and 
herein ſhe did much excell her husband /ſaac, and was more tobe 
commended, and did better pleaſe God. Indeed herein ſhe ſhewed 
her obedience to God, as well as her affe&tion to /acob,whom ſhe de- 
tired ro have attain the bleſſing, becauſe ſhe knew that God had ap. 
pointed itunto him. .It is a neceſſary thing, rhat men (hould ſub- 
[mit themſelves unto God inevery thing, and become furtherers the 
beſt they can of fulfilling his good pleaſure, when once be hath 
vouchſafed to manifeſt it nnto chem. O let us learn to ſubmit our 
wills thus to Gods will, and to make ir our care to have thoſe things 
done by our ſelves and others which he would havedone. And learne 
Parents, andall men, of Rebekkah, ro love them beſt in whom the 
Lord hath printed his Image moſt clearely and abundantly. Ler 
godlineſſe be the loadſtone of our affetions rather then any other |. 
thing, yea [et us all learn of her too, to ſtrive to procure a bleſſing up- 
on our children, though nor by ſucha courſe as ſhe rook, for herein 
ſhewas manifeſtly blame worthy, yet by all good and honeſt courſes 
natwe can, even by our prayers for them, and good inſtructions to 
them, and the like. You have heard Rebekkahs goodnefle, ſo much as | 
[ remember that the Scriptures have left upon record,faving it is no- 
red Gf her, that ſhe made ſavoury meate for her husband, fuch as he | , <.. pro. 
Oved, ſhe could not have done it ſo well then, if ſhe had not taken | vided fuch 
Nice of it, and done it often before. So it is the part of a good Turns 
voman to cheriſh her husband in his diet, ſs far as her — and | lited, 
ability | 
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ability will permit, and having intormed himfelfwhart is pleaſing to 
him, accordingly to provide it forhim, So ſhall ſhe ſhew good will 
ro her husband, which alwaies makes one careful] to pleaſe and pra. 
tific the party beloved. Here 1s a patterne for you to live after, all 
you good women ſeck to give your husbands due content in their 
{ood, prepare things acceptable to them as you be able, eſpecially, 


if they beweak, blinde, or otherwiſe aftlicted ; that your kindey. 


ſagethis way, may even countervaile the want of other benefits, and 
cauſe their lives ro be as comfortable tothe, as in ſuch croſſes they 
may be : but without doubt ſhe is a bad and unloving wite, who neg. 
leQeth to give her husband ſatisfaRion in this point, who ſets him 
ſhort, and cares not to fit himwith pleaſing tood ; if they be norde. 


| tieute of meanes, yea, who feeds her ſelf deliciouſly in his abſence, 


and muſt have ſome choice proviſion for her ſelf when ſhe pleaſeth, 
that ſhall be hidden from his eye, and withdrawne from his mouth, 

A great fault it is ina wife, to forget that her husband and ſhe do 
make but one body, and rodivide him from her in eating and drink. 
ing to whom ſhe is ſonearly linked in other ſociety. Be no more of. 
fenders inthis kinde, if you have been ſuch, but now be good nurſes 
to your husbands, and let them at leaſt partake with your ſelves of a. 
ny good fare which you provide for your ſelves. Theſe be the things 
commendable in Rebekkah. Now I cometo her faults. 

Firſt, ſheuſed deceit and fraud toconveigh the bleſſing unto 14- 
cob, and ſought rather to hooke it to him by a fleſhly device, then to 
compaſle it by a convenient and lawfullway. You ſhall reade the 
Story Gez.27.1.and 17, She knew her husband was blinde, therefore 
ſhe ſpake to 7acob to get the bleſſing by a cuaning device, the ſends 
tora Kid, makes ſuch a diſh as was pleaſing to /ſazcs palate, uſes 


meanes to make his hands and neck ſeem rough, like unto Eſavs, by | 


covering them with the skins of the Kids as handſomely as ſhee 
could, and ſo ſends him in to /ſa«c;having before emboldned him to 
ſay, though falſely, that he was Zſau the eldeſt Son. This wasa finin 
her, the matter of itwas fraud and faſhood, the aggravarions of it 
were, firſt, ſhe drew Zacob into the finof lying and ſhifring, even con- 
trary to his own temper, for the Scripture witneſſeth of him, that He 
was a plain man, - 

Secondly,ſhe was ſet upon it,that though 7ecob objeRed he ſhould 
geta curſe rather then a bleſſing, by ſeeming to his Father a deceiver 
and a mocker, yet ſhe found a meancs to encourage him in his lying, 
by a trick to beguile his Father well enough ; that he ſhould never 


finde him out, and ſo drew bim to go thorough with the crafty de-] 


vice : thiswas practiſed even againſi her husband alſo, ro whom 1t 
leaſt of all becommeth awifetouſe deceitand lying. Only there: 
was one mitigation and extenuation of her fault, ſhe did aime at 2a 
good end, but a good intention cannot juſtifie unlawfull means that 
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are uſed to accom pliſhit. Ve have in her then a fault of craſtineſſe 
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and deccit, and lying. There is a great difference berwixrt wiſdome 

and fraud, wiſdome will alwaies hold it ſelfe to the fide of juſtice, 
not alone in the thing it mainly ſeekes, but alſo in the path which ir 
chooſeth to walk intothatend ; But fraud is as it were a rotten wil. 
dome, and cares not to follow equiry and truth in the way it takes, 
and neither many times inthe end. Abhorre fraud, thar is, the carry- 
ing ofathing wilily with lying, and falſhood, whether ic be good or 
bad, but moſt of all if it bebad. 7: 5 4 ſi# to do evill that good may come 
rf it, as S. Par teacheth, Rows. 3. 1t is a ſin to lie, even for Gods cauſe, 
andio defendeven his juſtice with falſe tales, and figments, As 70b ad- 
moniſheth bis frinds that did fo, and that they might not ſeeme to 
imputeunrighteouſneſſe to God in ſo ſore puniſhing of 7ob, they did 
impute hypocrifie to him that was puniſhed. Ir is a fin ro liceven 
fora purpoſe otherwiſe good, for we are commanded to pat away lying. 
Wherefore, conſider of your ſelves, if you have not lyed and begui- 
ed, if you have not allured and encouraged others to joyne with you 
in lying, and beguiling, that elſe would not have done it. If you 
have done it againſt thoſe that were neare to you, to whom you 
ſhould have uſed morereſpe&t: And worſtofall, if you have done | 
it for a finfull end eoo, that is, not to get what was due to you, as here | 
Iuob, but what was not due, by over-reaching your neighbours in 
bargaining, and the like, not tokeepa man from fin as here, bur ra. 
ther to draw him to fin, as in caſe of unjuſt complaines to a ſuperiour, | 
tomake him puniſh, when he ſhould not puniſh z Not to do your 
ſelves good, as here 7acob, but to do another a miſchief, as Davids 
falſe accuſers to Saul, and if your conſciences accuſe you of ſuch 
fraud, repent of it before God, blame your ſelves for it, ſeek pardon, | 
reſolve to put it away for hereafter, and intreate the Lord to fortifie 
you againſt all ſuch wickedneſle, that ſo you may be pardoned, elſe 
great is the danger of ſuch wickedneſſe, The bread of deceit ſhall begra- 
vell in the belly, and wealth gotten by lying ſhall prove but vanity toſſed to 
and fro of them that ſeeke death. I pray you, conſider how God cha- 
ſtiſed this guile intheſe two good perſons, and that though rhey had 
apondendin it, For, this occaſioned the rage of Eſa, which made 
bim threaten, yea, and after attempt to kill Zacob, and fo drove acob 
irom Iſaacs family, and kept them from that comfortable enjoy- 
ment eachof other, which elſe they might have had for twenty years 
together, And be you now lovers of plainneſſe, abhorre ſhifring and 
alſhood, truft God with the ſucceſſe of all your affaires, and truſt 
not to your own hearts, and heads, he that ſcekes to effe& his deſires 
dy honeſt and juſt meanes, he puts confidence in God, and nor in 
bimſelfe, he rhat uſeth lying and couſinage, he purs not his hope io |. 
God, but in his own wit and heart : Shew true and well grounded 
confidence in God, by keeping your ſelves within the paths of equi- 
ty and truth, lovely pathes, faire pathes, ſtraight pathes, which ſhall 


lurely lead you tomore happineſſe and comfort at laſt, than 'y10S, 
| | and | 
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and fraud, batefull, dirty, and crooked paths can poſſibly do, Learn 
| | as Davidſaith, Pſal. 119, To hate lying, and to love Gods Law, love to 
be guided by God, who is the God of truth, and hate to follow lies, 
which are of the devill, the author of lying. Doe not obje&, that 
you cannot poſſibly eſcape ſuch and ſuch miſchiefe, bring abour 
ſuch and ſuch a good buſinefle , unlefle you rurne a little aſide, 
toa little lying. I anſwer firſt, truſt God with ſucceſle, beleeve a. 
bove hope, let faith guide you, not naturall reaſon; Cannot he doe 
that which reaſon will call impoſſible 2 Hath not he ſaid, Rowle 7h 
ſelf «pon God, and thy waies, and he ſhall bring it topaſſe © Will you nat 
reſt upon him for the performance of ſoevident a promiſe > And ſe. 
condly I anſwer , that the greateſtevill muſt be ſuffered rather than 
the ſmalleſt fin committed, and the attaining of the greateſt benefit, 
cannot countervaile the committing of the leaſt ſin, and that man 
doth not truly know either God, or fin, or the world, or himſelfe, that 
doth not yeeld to theſe truths. ; | 
> <be wasroo | SO you have this faulr of Rebekkahs, another is, that ſhe was too 
muchtrou- | much troubled at her evill daughters in law, and was weary of life 
vlecar her | becauſeof them, This is a fault, to make croſſes too too heavy our 
rersinlay. | ſelves, tobe ſo diſtempered with them, ſo, as ro become weary of 
| life becauſe of them, yea, it is a fault found in thoſe that were truly |* 
religious, and godly ; Z/iah would fain have parted with his ſoul, be- 
| cauſe of the troubles which he met withall, he deſired fo ae, ſaith the 
2 King,19.4. | Story, and ſaid, 1t & exough, Now Lordtake away my ſoule from me, for 
| T ammo better thaw my Fathers, Moſes would fain have dyed too, when 
the people murmured againſt him, and he poures forth his griefe 
before God intheſe words, 7fthouwilt deale thus with me kill me now kil 
me if 1 have found favour in thine eyes, and let me not ſee mine evill,Some- 
times you finde good men deſirous t3eſcape death, and crying, Lord 
ſave me from the hands of mine enemies, and ſometimes againe even 
| covetous of it, and crying with vehemency again and again, kill me| 
Lord, kill me, and if thou loveſt me, kill me. 1b was exceeding defi- 
Todefre | ous todie, and ſaid, Hewould ſeek for it as forgold, yea,and fine gold, S0 
death becauſe | YOU perceive that mans nature is prone to waxe weary of living, be- 
—_— Þ cauſe of afflition, and that this is a fault, and a weakneſſe,is evident. 
| oete7*IIt is ana of ingratitude, becauſe a manconſiders not as well the 
good he enjoyeth, as the evill, for if he would reckon well, he doth al- 
walcesreceive more good at Gods hand in this life, than evill, but as 
one bitter morſell cauſeth that the mouth taſteth nothing almoſt but 
bitterneſſe, though it have before received many dainty morſels, {0 
itis with us in this caſe, 
2, Againe, it is a fruit of hopeleſneſſe, and deſpaire, the ſoule 
doth not expe the favourable goodneſle of God to ſtrengthen, 
and deliver indue time, bur thinks it will never be better with mee 
till I die, and therefore wiſheth ir ſelfe our of the world. Hope 


would hold the heart up from theſe faintings, bur it is a kinde of 
deſ| paire 
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teſpaire char caſts it into ſuch ſwounes, as 10b ſaid, As for mine hope, 
here «it ? 

7 Thirdly, pride is one great cauſe of thisdiſpoſition, men confider 

not with themſelves how unworthy they be of any good, how much 


vexed with thoſe they feele, and therefore count their beeing a bur- 
den. Bur is it nota fruit of great pride ina man,that as if he were his 


owne wiſhes, | 
Further, a man wrongs himſelfe exceedingly, by ſuffering himſelf 


to grow weary of life, for firſt, he makes the miſery greater, by make- 


from his Choulders, when he is put tocarry athing. So doth he that 
will needs give way toſo much impatiency, as to be weary of life, 
yea, heexpoſeth himſelfe to the danger of becomming a ſelf-mur. 
therer, that yeeldeth to this wearinefle of life. For it will not be ve- 
ry hard to perſwadeany man tocaſt away that which is his burden, 
Fo it is evident, that this was an offence in Rebekkah. 

And now come you men and women of all rankes, looke into your 


ſmall occaſion? A maide iscrofled in her deſires, by her parents for 
her good, and ſhe ſees no likelihood of having what ſhee would have, 
then ſhe pules and takes on, and wiſheth ſhe were dead and buried, 


world, never man was ſo peſtered with a ſhrew as I, ſo it is with wives 


you, that upon every occaſion you would caft it away > Are your 
{elves things of ſo iitrle value that ſo ſmall a matter ſhonld make you 
weary of your ſelves > Youwrong God — in fach diſtem- 
pers, for you make it appeare that you think of him, asof anaogry 
governour,that cares not how unreaſonably he lates upon his ſervants 


ſuch as by wiſdome and diſcretion you mi 
thus > If they be not, who hath ſent them > Verily you provoke 
God to ſend unſufferable croſſes, that will make eafic croſſes unſuffe- 
rable; Whar ſaith the Father to the froward childe, doe you cry for 


doubles and redoubles his blows with a ſtrong arme, till the childe, 


Kr: feelin 


own maker, preſerver, diſpoſer, will be no longer then he may have | 
his own will > and may ſee things to go along with him after his | 


ing himſelfe weaker to beare it. It a man be tobeare a great burden, | 
it doth him much hurt to ſcratch the skin of his ſhoulder, for that | 
will adde much tothe pain of bearing. A gauled place will ſmart of | 
it ſelfe, how il1doth he provide for himſelfe, that rubs off the $kin | 


in his anger: Either theſe correions are ſufferable,or nor,(I meane | 
hr compoſe your ſelves | 
tobeare withgentleneſſe,)or they be nor, if they be,why do you chafe | 


they bave deſerved far greaterevill, and therefore are immoderarely | 


ſelves. Havenotyou alſo been weary of life, and that upon a very | 


ſhe would forgive him thatwould knock her on the head, A man | 
hath met with ſomewhat a froward woman which vexeth him with j 
her words, then he will be dead inachafe, I would I were out of the j 


too. Come now, recount you owne paſſions, are you not afhamed of | 
[theſedrunken diſtempers > what is life, a thing ſodog cheape with 


EEE” 


nothing, take you that then to make youcry for ſomething, and fo| 
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feeling the {mart of his Fathers anger, begins to compole himſe!te 
toa litcle more ſufferance. Brethren, ler us repent of this folly,there 
ſcarce liveth a man thar hath not overſhor himſelte in this faſhion : 
© letus repent of it, and let us diligently refiſt ſuch diſorderly pai. 
ons hereafter ;. Let nothing make us weary of lite but fin, and nor 
that ſo exceſſively, as to make us intemperately wiſh death. Of fin 
we ſhould be weary, bur of life for ſins ſake I know notwhether we 
may allow our ſelves at all ro beweary. But for crofles, be they what 
they will, we ſhould not be ſo weak and impatient, as to grow weary 
of life. For God is able to deliverus out of all croſſes, and will doir, 
and hewill ſo ſanifie them tous, that it may be more for our profir 
than if it were removed, and can give, as in /obs caſc he did, fobleſſed 
an iſſue, that our ſelves ſhall conteſle it was but our folly, nor tobe 
willing to continue under them according to his will. Had not 144 
cauſe to unwiſh his former wiſhes, when the Lord did make fo large 
an addition of happy dayes untohim 2 Above all, we muſt conſider 
of our worthineſfle to be damned, that we may not thinke muchof 
croſſes, and labour foto reſt upon God for the eſcape of damnation, 
that aflitions which are bur for a ſhort ſeaſon, may not ſeeme unto 
usextreame. Looke upon our Lord Ieſus Chriſt, what ſufferings 
were comparable to his > Yetwe never meet with any wearineſſe of 
life, or wiſhing of death in him. Looke upon S. Pay! too, Never 
man had feeling of greater tribulation, and he tels us, that hee tooke 
pleaſure in neceſſities, aflictions, tribulations , but that he wiſhed 
himſelfe dead, that hee might be free from his crofles, wee never 
reade. 

Letus follow the vertues of godly men, but ler their weakneſſes 
be our warnings. And that we may not diſtaſte life for any croſles 
that befall us therein, let us often renew our faith in Gods gracious 
promiſes, to give us an happy ifſuc out of all, and to bring us ſafely 
co his heavenly kingdome, Moreover, if ſometimes theſe fainting 
firs doe gather upon us, and our mindes be overtaken with this tired- 
neſſe of ſpirit, let us learne though to be humbled, yer not to be diſ-| 
couraged. VVe conclude not againſt Elias, Moſes, Rebekkah, Tob, that 
they were not truly ſanAified, becauſe they were imperfe& inpati- 
ence; VVhy ſhould we make ſuch untrue, and uncharitable, and in- 
diſcreet concluſions, either againſt our ſelves, or others with whom 
welive> Asanextenuating of faults tro make them ſeeme nothing, 
and make our hearts hard under them, is tobe condemned, ſo anover- 
aggravating of them to make our ſelves ſeem no children,making our 
caſe worſe then ever any mans before, is likewiſe to be condemned; 
Saran 1s author of both theſe follies, and the effe& of the latter is to 
drive us from God, as wellas of the former,and all things are ill uſed 
when they tend to keepe us from comming to God, and truſting 1n 
him. So much of Rebekkahs good and bad, now of the good and evil) 
2ccurrents that befell her. | 


Her 
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| Herproſperity firſt was great, for God called her from her Fathers | 3: Hp] 
houſe, inwhich Idolatry did raigne, and falſe worſhip prevailed, to cifectually 
>eamember of 4brahams houſe, and a mother of the Meſſiah, and a | called, 
profeſſor, and praRiſer of Gods true religion; and not alone fo, bur 
3 gave her grace tO be a godly woman, an heire of the promiſe made to 
| Abraham,rogether with her husband. This is the greateſt of mercies 
here below, to be called from darkneſle tolight,from ſerving the de- 
[vill and Idols, to ſerve the true and living God. | 
If God have granted toany this mercy, even to call them effecu- 

ally ro himſelfe out of the darkneſſe of a falſe worſhip and religion, 
cothe light ofa godly life. How much cauſe hath he co blefſe God, 
and to rejoyce in this mercy above all mercies, and bee freequently 
and heartily thankfull > But if you have not yer attained it, for many 
liveinthe Church that be not of it;take notice of your wretched con- 
dition, and now cry earteſily to God tobring you to the effeuall | 
and ſaving knowledge of his truth, that you alſo may be indeed, and 
| not in bare profeſſion, ofthe houſhold of Abrahars, the true Church, | 
Bur R:bekkah had other benefits, beauty, health, and ſtrength, for | Gen. 24.16.20} 
ought we reade,after marriage as before, A rich and godly husband 3, She wes 
[in whom ſhe was doubly happy for her ſoule and ſtate, and one godly | þca1ths, 
childe too, whom ſhe dearely loved,and who ſhewed himſelfe a man | frong,hada 
worthy tobe loved. A good husband, a good ſtate, a good childe, war you | 
good health, bee they not benefirs indebting us ro God in many | andagood | 
praiſes, and thankes, and much carefull obedience > Let nor theſe | *1dc- 
mercies be ſtrangers to your thoughts, bur ponder upon them to ſtir 
up your ſelves to thankſgiving and obedience, | 


Now for her croſſes, ſome ſhee ſuffered in her dayes as well as | 4. Her amiai. | 


others. | ons, | 
Firſt, her husband fell blinde and weake, and almoſt bedridden. pb __ 


Nodoubr but ſhe did participate with him in this afiQion, and it |61;1qe ang 
waSagriefetoherro ſee him ſo impriſoned in darkneſſe, and ſome | wake. 
trouble it muſt needs be, though her love made it eafie to give atten- 
danceupon him in that eſtate. Likewiſe ſhe could not bur grieve to | ., yer huC: 
ſeeher busbands affeions to be ſo much more than they ſhould | nds atfedi. 
have been for a long time upon her elder, butworſer ſon, kgs 
Itwas alſoa great griefe unto her to ſee the rudeneſſe and bloodi. | the worſer 
nefſeofher ſon Eſau, who comforted himſelfe againft his brother, _ et? 
with an intention, ſo ſoon as his Fathers funerals were over, to dil- foe 
patch him, and rob him of the bleſſing, though he could notger irto | 7-09 
himſelfe, Would it not cut the heart of one of you Parents, ro heare 
that one of your ſons ( you having bur a couple in all the world) 
ſhould reſolve to become a murderer of the other, and ſo you ſtood 
in danger of being deprived of them both at once; would nor both 
theſe things grieve you > Againe, it was a griefe to her to have her | ,, racob was | 
good ſon as it were baniſhed from her houſe, and compelled to fly | baniſhedirom 
away in ſecret for his life. For had he not been compelled to fteale | "EVE | 


Bb A. into | 
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5, She was ve- 
xed with the 
frowardneſle 


| of herdaugh- 
| rers. 


into Padan Aram in reſpet of Eſan,as to ſteale thence again in reſ pe 
of Laban, his Fathers eſtate was not ſo low, that he muſt needs haye 
travailed over that Iordan with a ſtaffe, and come to Labars houſe al! 
alone, and there have ſerved an hard ſervice for a wife. Sure 7ſacc was 
not a prodigall, he had not conſumed his eſtate ſo, that _4brahamys 
randchilde muſt be ſent our ſo poorely appointed, whoſe ſteward 
when he fetched awife for 1ſaac,had ten Camels well laden with rich 
things, and many ſervants to attend him, and ſowith ſpeed returned 
home with hiserrand. But feare of Eſas cauſed him to goe ſpeedily 
and ſecretly, thatno man mightknow it, leſt ſo he might have fallen 
into miſchiefe by his meanes, and to tatrry ſo long till he might heare 


his brother was pacificd. 
Now did notthis, think you,wound Rebek#ahs heart > Did ſhenot | 


art with a great part of her comfort, when ſhe parted with her be. 
loved ſon Zacob ? fo far, ſolong, and in ſuch a manner. 
But worſt of all, ſo long as ſhe lived with her daughters, ſhee was 
miſerably vexed with their frowardnefle, and ill conditions. Indeed 
at length Eſau tooke his journey ro mount Seir, where her friends 
dwelled, and made this croſſe more eafie, by removing his habitati- 
on with his wives and all he had : but in the mean it was an anguiſh 
to her, and that (vis, loſſe of Eſa» roo, when [acob was gone) could 
not but miniſter matter of ſome affliction to her in minde. 
Now let all of us be perſwaded to looke for theſe and thelike 
croſſes, that by fortifying our ſelves againſt them, we may be made 
more patietit, and ſobeare them with leſſe diſcontent : for what are: 
we, that God ſhould handle us with more indulgence than this fo 
ood a woman > And thoſe that lie under any ſuch crofſe in huſ: 
band, ſons, daughters, daughters in law, let them frame themſelves 
toa more contented ſuffering, becauſe they finde that they bee no. 
other kind of evils, than thoſe wherewith their Father hath exerciſed 
| their betters in former times, as he doth alſo for the preſent; Hee| 
| muſt be an unruly childe that will roare, and take on,when he beareth 
no more than his other brethren and ſiſters beare before him;yea,and 
if we have eſcaped theſe particular croſſes , ler us be thankfull to 
God for our freedome even from them, and make the bearing of the 
reſt morecafie, becauſewe have not(as wehave deſerved, and might 
have had) the ſamewe have, and theſe alſo for an overplus of miſery. 
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*2SE E are now to handle the example of Zſas : Hee | 
© /[5F was a twin, Zacob being the other twin: VVemuſt | 
&/[/®2 treate of his birth, life, and death. | 
We Firſt, forbis birth, we are informed that hee | zh birt, | 
[Q] wasthe ſon of Iſaac, and of Rebekkah the wife of 


= 


\ <2 \ Vou 
A NMEBSDEG acc, daughter of Bethnel, by his wife Milcah:| 
C” S2 I; Sons Fankeet was ſonof Nachor, the brother of | 
Abraham. He was borne inthe yeare of the world 2108, as ſome | 
thinke; and as others, inthe yeare 2168. and after the flood, as ſome 
thinke 512. and as others, 562. for there is 60. yeares difference] 
in chronologie, becauſe of the doube about Abrahams birth, Now | 
the manner of his birth was this,as the Scriptures relate, Gen.25.25. 1 
He came out firſt in colonr red, andall over rough, as an hairy garment, for 
which cauſc his name was called Eſas, which (igne made as one that | 
was ſtronger than ordinary children be, and all over covered with | 
baire, In him the Lord ſhewed the freedome of his eleQion, asthe | 
Apoſtle notes, Rom. 9. For, Before the children were borne, or, had doxe 
goodoy ewill, it was ſaid, T he elder ſhall ſerve the younger, God choſe nor 
him bur 7acob, rhough they were borne both of che ſame Parents,and 
at the ſame burden, 

Now concerning his life, we muſt conſider ; 1. That which was 
20k Bb 2 good | 
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I, His good 
quality. 

£ He ſhewed 
good reſpet 


unto Iſacs his 
Father, 
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| to paſſionate expoſtalations, but with gentle and reverent termes,and 


| from Padan Aram, and not totake any Canaanitiſh woman, and that 


[rightly for that end. 
; Thusthis Zſas, though he wanted grace, and feared not God, yet 


| ballance with Eſau, and conſider if you have ſo much as equalled} 


GN. The Exampleof GCuar.26, | 
good therein, 2. That which was evill. 3. His proſperity. 4. His 
croſſes and miſeries. 

For the firſt, ſome things he did that for matter were good ang 
commendable, as even a bad man may have ſome good things found 
in him. The firſt good thing was, that he did ſhew good reſpe& un- 
roTſaac his Father, For he was glad togratific him in his dier, bring. 
ing home the Veniſon that he caught, of which was madedainty 
mear, which the old man loved to teed upon, and when he cameto 
him to preſent his Veniſon, according to his Fathers appointment, 
that he might receive the blefling from his Father, he ſpake reverene. 
ly unto him. For when he brought the meate realy prepared for his 
eating, he ſaid thus rohim, Let my Father ariſe and cat of his ſons Y en; 
ſon, that thy ſoule may bleſſe mee. Chap. 27.31. and after ver. 34. Bleſſe 
me, even me alſo, 0 my Father, and ver. 38. Haſt thou but one bleſſing my 
Father, bleſſe me, even me alſo, 0 my Father, Though his Father had g1. 
ven the bleſſing to cob his brother, yet he doth not rage and grow in. 


with teares, and with prayers ſeekes to get ſome bleſſing from him, 
This proveth evidently, that he carried a reverent eſteeme of his Fa. 
ther in his heart, and honoured him duly. The ſame love and reſpe& 
he ſhewed to /ſaac after, for when his wrath was kindled againſt his 
brother /acob, and that he minded to revenge himſelfe by killing 74. 
cob: Yethereſolved to forbeare rill 7/aac was dead, that he might not 
procure too much griefe and ſorrow to him inhis old age, and there. 
fore it is recorded, that he ſaid, The dayes of mourning for my Father are 
at hand, then will Tkill my brother 1aceb, ver. 41, He would not havede. 
ferred the murder of his brother for Iſaacs ſake till after his dearh,but 
that he bare ſome reſpe& and good will unto his Father. And hee 
ſhewedthe ſamereſpe@ untobim after, Chap. 28. 6. For when hee 
perceived his Father had bleſſed 7acob, and ſent him to fetch awife 


the daughters of Canaan which he had married difpleaſed his Fa- 
ther, he weritto his Vncle 7ſh»racl, and tooke his daughter XHahalath 
towife, ſeeking as well as his wit could ſerve, to pleaſe his Father in 
that latter match, although indeed he went not rightly to work in 
that marriage neither. Some care you ſee he ſhewed to give his Fa- 
ther content, though he had not wifdome enough to order himſelte 


he bare love and reverence in ſome degree as a carnall man could un- 
/tohis Father 7/2ac ; who loved him deately, and ſo he requited his 
love againe, with ſucha kinde of love as might be found in an un- 
ſanQified perfon. Now all you fons and daughters that have Pa- 
rents living with you, or have had, come and lay your ſelves inthe 


him in this kinde of imperfe& dutifulnefſe towards your _ 
e 
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G E Ne Eſau. Cnay. 26. 


He out of a naturall kinde of inclination, or outof hope of being ſtill 
kindly uſed and blefled of his Father, ſhewed much reſpe& untohim 
divers wayes. Hath nature, have carnall ends prevailed fomuch with 
you tocncline your hearts to your parents ? as they prevailed with 


ſelves, theſe kinde of ſhadows of vertues,cannot prove you to be gad- 
ly children, norafford you ſound comfort, becauſe themſelves be nor 
ſound and perfe&. You have no great reaſon to pleaſe your ſelves, 
becauſe you are as good as Eſar an unſantified man, and one of 


(of this painted and counterfeic goodnefſe, But if orherwiſe it be, 
and that it is evident you come far (hort of Eſas, and have not decla- 
red ſo much regard of your parents as he hath done, then how bad 
muſt you account your ſelves, that are much more finfull even than 
an Eſau might have been? And ir is cleare, that divers children be 
far worſe than this bad ſon of aac, for they ſhew no reverence, no 
ſubmiſſion to their aged Parents, but apparently ſleight them in 
word and deed ; grumble at them, cbate againſt them, carry them. 
ſelves cuttedly, and curriſhly towards them, if at any time they be 
croſſed by them, will not be held from following their own evill 
deſires, as Eſau was from killing his Brother, by a deſirenor to grieve 
them, bur wilfully run on in their wicked courſes, even though they 
ſee and know that their wicked carriage doth greatly affli& and tor. 
ment their Parents; but purpoſely ſome do things to torment them. 
0, ſin hath a greater ſway and dominion in ſuch childrens hearts than 
it had in Eſas, and they are far more wicked than he was. Yea,when 


ſo much deſire to give them content as Eſa# had, nor donor ſo much 
as labour inany manner, though never ſo poorely, to give them any 
ſatisfationart all. Woe, woeunto ſuch children; what can he ex- 
pe& from God, that is a viler ſon than Eſa» was > Let ſuch ſhame 
themſelves by his example, and now receive reproofe with meekneſs, 
and greatly repent of their undutitulneſle, 1t ever they purpoſe roar. 
tain pardon, And now, let all children that deſire toenjoy in them. 
ſelves the comfort of being the children and choſen of God, ſtrive to 
outſtrip Eſas in filiall obedience and duty, Let them for conſcience 
lake to God, put on a larger meaſure of love, and a greater reverence 
totheir Parents, labouring to honour and pleaſe them in all things, 
inthe Lord, and out of conſcience, to ſabmic themſelves unto them, 
becauſe God hath required it at their hands, and to labour to for- 
bearcall fin, as in an holy regard to God,ſoin partalſo, out ofa feare 
tovex and kill their godly Parents, whoſe tender affeRtion ro them 
cannot but cauſe that their wicked carriage ſhall prove a mighty cor. 
rafiveuntotheir ſoules. Be as good as Eſas, yea in this matter be you 
arbetter rhan he, content not thy ſelfero be even with a miſerable 

Bbz Eſau 


TIE 


Eſau, It ſo, yet boaſt nor of this, thinke not much the better of your | 


whom we can give little hope,bur that he was a caſta- way. I ſay there- | 
fore, fatisfie not your ſelves, be not good in your own eyes becaule | 


they ſee their Parents diſpleaſed with their wayes, yet they have not | 
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Eſan in dutifulneſfe to your Parents. Another thing in Eſas wehave 
recorded in Scripture, which is commicnGable, and that towards his 
brother cob, for though he went againſt him with foure hundred 
men, intending to take a ſharp revenge by killing him art leaſt, if nor 
his wives and children too, yet when he ſaw his brothers loving, and 
kinde, and humble carriage, in ſending him arich preſent, and in 
bowing down and ſaluting him with his face to the ground ſecaven 
times; his naturall affeion prevailed againſt his former unruly 
paſſion, and he handled him very curteouſly, and ran tohim, wept on 
bis neck, kiſſed him, gave him kinde words, invited him ro his conn. 
trey, and would have left off his ſervants with him to do him ſervice, 
and ſo returned, and did him no hurt at all. 

1 Every man ſeesthatthis was well done of Eſav, Come and imi. | 
rate him, and if you have been tranſported with rage againſt any, ſpe. 
cially againſt a brother for any true or imagtoary iniquity ; yet when 
ſubmiſliveneſſe and curteſfie is ſhewed unto you, Jet 1t melt you, Jet 
it win you, pacifie, appeaſe you, and cauſe your paſſion to depart, 
and though you have intended,attempted,and begun to uſe violence, 
yetcaſt out ſuch thoughts, forbeare the exccution of ſuch evill pur. 
poſes, and turn your violence into kindneſſe and humanity. Be better 
than Eſay, and do this toany man, as he toa brother, and without 
ſuch gifts and ſubmiſſion, which he did by ſuch 1inducements, and 
ſhew love and kindnefle for very conſcience,'as he did out of natural! 
paſſion ſtriving in him: Yea, if any man have been imbittered apainſt 
another for any cauſe, and hath ſo far yeelded to his own fury, asto 
begin to do naughtily in ſecking revenge; O ler him doas well as 
Eſan did, go back in the middeſt of his enterpriſe, and not ſuffer him- 
ſelfe tobe ſoconfirmed in wickednefle, as to gothrough with ſinful] 
deſignes. Let the feare of God, the checks of conſcience, the ap. 
prehenfion of Gods diſpleaſure againſt the doers of ſuch things, even 
reclaime you in the middeſt, as naturall kindneſfle did this fiofall 
man. Benot ſatisfied to doas well as Eſar inthis caſe, but exceed 
him, and doe far better than he, that you may ſhew your ſelvesto 
have that grace of which Eſau was deſtitute. 


treamly greedy and worldly minded, for when his brother had ſent 
unto him a great drove of cattle, evena gift of great value, Gep. 32. 


| hee Goates, and as many Rams, with thirty milch Camels and their 
Foales. I ſay a rich and gay booty, he did earneſtly and heartily re- 


fuſe the ſame, ſaying, Chap. 33. 9. 1 haveenongh my brother, keep that 
which # thine owne, and would not take it but upon urgent prefling : 


Farther Eſas, for matter of goods, ſhewes himſelfe not to be ex. 


I4, 15. Two hundred ſhee Goares, and as many Ewes, with twenty 


Colts, and forty Kine, and ten Buls, and twenty ſhee Aſſes with ten 


Firſt, it is ſaid ver. 11. Henrocd him, and he took it, Now will you 
not ſhew your ſelves as good menas Fſas in this caſe > Know when 


you have enough, be nor greedy of gifts, and when your fiate 1s 
already | 


Ge N. Eſan. Cnar.26.| 19 


already rich and abundanr, ſeek not to get into your bands though 
it be by recciving a gift, that which is anothers. O that Zſas ſhould | 
be able to ſay, | have enough, keep that which is thine,and many that | 
be Chriſtians in ſhew, ſhould not be able todifcerne when they have 
enough, but ſhould be as eager ro get even by worſe meanes, or as 
bad as this,even by taking gifts and bribes for doing but even juſtice, 
or which is worſe, for doing injuſtice, and ſhould by oppreſſion and 
harſh dealing even with poore and needy men, their Tenznts and un- 
derlings, ſeek to geteven more than enough. | | 

Ifany man amongſt you finde himſelte fo earthly diſpoſed, ler 
him earneſtly condemne himſelfe, and ſay alas, what a flave am1T to 
riches that have nor yet ſo far denyed the world, but that I am 
more coverous and unjuſt than Zſaz ſhewed himſelfe. 

If any ſay, yea, Eſau did this towards a brother , | 

I anſwer, doth not Chriftianity teach us to love our neighbours | 
as our ſelves 2 | 

Ifany ſay, bur though Eſas ſaid he had cnongh, yet it may be,thart 
be thought not ſo , | 

I anſwer, In ſaying ſo,he ſhews he thought he was ſoat that time, 

and knew he ſhould be ſo, therefore ſhould a good man that would 
be counted far better than E/as ſer himſelfe to be fo indeed, and at 
all rimes ? 
Come then, you that have eſtates large enough to afford you all 
due content, come I ſay, and learne of Eſa to know when you have 
enough, and not ſtrive to get more by any greedy, unjuſt and oppreſ- 
five courſe. 

Let others enjoy their owne, and be you content with your owne, 
yea goe yet farther, and becontent to loſe ſome of you owne to thoſe 
= are poore, and in neceſſity, and far lower and meager than your | 
elves. 

But laſt of all, Zſar joyned with his brother 7acob in burying his | , 1 joyned 
Father Iſaac, and ſoar once ſhewed his reſpeQ ro his Father, in doing | with his bro- 
that laſt duty, and his perfe& reconciliation to his brother, in joyn- | (<noune 
ing with him todocir. Learne you to ſhew honour to your Parents , 
inthe laſt a, and lernot an old grudge ſtick ſoin your ftomacks, as 
to hinder you from doing any good work becauſe you cannot bring 
your hearts to be partners with thoſe that have offended you, Zſas, 
Eſas (hall riſe in judgement againſt you, if you continue ſtill ro have 
ſuch a coare againſt them from whom you have received injury, as 
that their preſence will keep you from doing good workes with them 
in their company, and in their ſociety. 

And theſe beall the good things which I can call to mindethar 
the Scripture tels of thisevill man. Let us therefore paſſe on tothe 
conſideration of his faults, which are more, and greater, 

And firſt in generall, though he lived more than forty yeares in ata | 
his Fathers houſe areligious man, and a carefull worſhipper of God, | j;. was an by: 
yet pocrite, 
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yet helived there as an hypocrite, and got no true goodneſle, as ap- 
peares by that he was nor kept from fratricide,or brother-murdering, 
by any conſcience to God, but alone by a kinde of love and reſpe& 
tohis Father. Look to your ſelves I pray you, you that be children 
of godly Parents, and have beentrained up by them as well as they 
knew how, look to your ſelves, that you continue not finfull, ang 
wicked, and bypocrices atthe laſt, ſuch I meane, as care notto ger 
the true knowledge of God, bur continue (till lovers and ſervants of 
| fin, though you have a little forme of godlineſſe, to forbeare ſome 
| fins, and doe ſome good things for your Parents ſake. This is tobe 
| an Eſa, eventoenjoy the meanes of grace and ſalvation in a godly 
| houſe, and there to conforme a little outwardly, and toabſtaine from | 
| ſome ſins out of reſpe& tothe Governours, though you have no true 
conſcience to God. Search your hearts you wives,children, ſervants, 
that are educated, and live under the roofe of good men in the 
Church of God, under good meanes, and fee your miſery, if you be 
nobetter than this man was. And now labour to profit by the means 
of grace,to get the truth of grace cauſing you to ſtand in awe of Gad, 
and todepart from all wickednefſe, outof due obedience tohis Ma- 
jeſty, thar it may be ſaid of you, theſe and theſe, and all fins youre- 
ſolve toleave, not for ſiniſter reſpeQs of this or that perſon, or thing, 
of a Father, or the like, but out of love to God, and a truedefireto 
honour him that hath taken you tobe his people. Thinke not well of 
your ſelves becauſe ſome ſelf-reſpet,or humane conſideration keeps 
you from running into groſler fins, but ſtrive to imprint ſuch a filiall 
regardtothe living God in your hearts, that may cauſe you to ſhun 
all wickednefle for the Lords ſake, and then you may comfortably | 
ſay in your ſelves, now I know I ama true member of the Church, 
and not as Eſau was at leaſt then, a rotten, and a withering, anda 
fruitleſſe branch, that bringerh forth leaves alone and no good fruit, 
 Buelertus more particularly ſearch into Eſa : 
Firſt, in reſpec of his carriage of himſelfe in reſpe& of outward 
things, then of his carriage for matters of religion, and the things of 
God. Thirdly, His behaviour to his Parents. Laſtly,to his brother. 


—_ 


2. His parti- For the firſt, bis life was very faulty in the manner of his orders for 
Ns. the world, for in his younger time he gave himſelfe wholly to hunt- 


himſelf; whol- ing, as it is ſaid of him, Ge». 25.27, The boyes grew up, and Eſau was 
1y'ro hunting. | 4 cunning huntinga man of the field , He meaneth a gallant fellow that 
gave himſelfe to little elſe but the ſport of hunting , and was ſtill, 
in the field following that ſport. He was a rich mans ſon, and his 
Father had great meanes, and allowed him enough, wherefore he 
cared not for any uſefull kinde of living, but followed ſports and jol- 
lity, and by name was agreat hunter ſtill inthe fields, to pleaſe him 
ſelfe in thathumour. Is not this alſo the common ſin of many ricber 
perſons > whoas they had wealth given them to be fewell to idle- 


E- nefſe and voſuptuouſneſſe, give themſelves over to ſports, and ſome 
| date 


— 
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co this oi hunting, and regard not to profit in any good Rudy vr pro. 
krable trade of life. Eſaus hunting may ſeeme not to have been ac- 
cording tour preſent cuſtome, with kennels of hounds, but with 
bow and quiver, as it is noted, Chap. 25, Bur howſoever, he was ſet 
wholly upon ſports, and ſold himſeltfe co that kinde of delight, ler- 
ing goc other things of better note and uſe. Surely then, it isa fin to 
live voluptuouſly, to have none other calling bur paſtimes and vaine 
ſports, to make that ones occupation, that ſhould be alone his recrea- 
tion, and ro ſpend himſelfe in ſuch a trifling vaine thing that ſhould 
be uſed as a trifile alone, to refreſh our ſelves after matters of greater 
conſequence, N7»70d was an hunter, 1ſhmael was an archer, Eſa a 
field man ; you reade no ſuch thing of Sew, Abraham, Iſaac, Iaceb. 
Why ſhould you follow the patterne of thoſe men whom the Scrip- 
ture ſpeaketh of with diſgrace 2 and nor theirs rather, who have an 
honourable name in the book of God, I pray you call your ſelves to 
an account for your expence of time, muſt wenot anſwer to God how 
wehave lived, how we have beſtowed our dayes and houres, will this 
be a gaodd anſwer > I ſpent the day in hunting, hawking, carding, di- 
cing, and ſo I did from time tro time, one day at one ſport or merry 
meeting, another, at another, burall in ſuch royes, Can you bee ſo 
fond as to imagine or beleeve, that God for this cauſe gave you wir, 
ſences, lives, health, ſtrength, wealth,and other like meanes of doing 

ood? - 
: See this fault now, ſo many as are guilty, and ſet your ſelves to a 
more profirable kinde of living, orelſe the day will come when you 
ſhall bootleſly wiſh that you had never been, O ſo lay out your life, 
that the world and your ſelves may be the better for it. Liveas Abra- 


——— 


husbandry. 
Live, as thoſe that know there is another life after this, and that 


there be more weighty and honourable things todoe than playing 
and ſporting : Take heedof bringing your ſelves into the number of 
thoſe that are Lovers of pleaſures, more than lovers of God, If you ſay, 
why > Thendo you condemne all uſe of ſports, as hunting, fowling, 
or the like > 

| Tanſwer, no, Idoe nor, butT fay, let nor this ina manner be the 
totall ſammeof your employment. Have figures, as well as cyphers 
inthe number of your dayes, let theſe kindes of exerciſes have ſome 
{mall quantity of time for your refreſhment, but ſpend your ſelves 
11 better things, orelſe you ſhall be cenſured with S. Temes his cen- 
ſure, Tou have lived in pleaſure upon earth, and then Iam fure you ſhall 
live in torment when you mult leave the earth. 

But another fault we have in Eſa, for the manner of his hunting; 
Ver, 29, He came fromthe field, and was faint, he followed his paſtime 
over. cagerly and exceſſively, and knew not how to breake it off in 
ave time, till very hunger and faintneſſe brought him home, Sure 


ham and Tacob did, not as Eſav, follow ſome ſtudy, follow ſome good | 


reaſon 


2, He follow- 
ed his hunting 
over-cagerly, 
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reaſon will conclude that it muſt necds be folly and a fin to beſo 
bound to ſome ſport, that one knowes not adue ſeaſonof leaving it 
off, but muſt runafter it a long time together, till faintnefſe or hun. 
ger follow. Tobecager after paſtimes, and ſtay ſo long at them as 
it they were great matters, even till extreame wearineſle and hunger 
take one off, and rather compel], than perſwade him to leave, this is 
an inordinate uſing of ſports. For theſe recreations are inthe very 
wiſdome of nature appointed alone tocheere up the minde,when ir is 
wearied with great imployments, that it may be fitted the better for 
them afterwards : and they are not tobe followed for their own ſakes, 
as not being worthy to bee made any part of the end of awiſe mans 
life. Now he that follows them with ſo immoderateeagerneſle, ang 
ſo long together, makes itappeare that he doth not uſe them as their 
nature requireth, and inſtead of fitting himſelfe for better aQionsby 
chem, doth altogether unfit himſclfe for any good ation, For what 
can he performe well , that hath toiled himſelfe ina toy till hee bee 
quite ſpent ? 

LearnelI pray you to ſce this fault in your ſelves, and amend it, 
even ſtaying too long at your gawdes, following them ſuch a ſpace 
oftime together, or with ſuch great violence, that you be eventired 
and ſpent by them. Sports muſt bedone ſportingly, not with the 
like ſeriouſneſſe, and earnefineſle, as ſerious matters. A ſmall deale 
of time ſhould be allotred for mattersof ſmall value, for ſeeing time | 
is precious, to give much of a precious thing for that which is a very 
 meane and worthlefſe thing, is ſurely to ſuffer ones ſelfe robe con- 
ſumed by fancy and paſhons, and nor to walke rationally, and dif: 
creetly. 

$12 00 therefore not to ſuffer your ſelves tobe brought under the 
bondage of any the moſt lawfull recreation, bur to be able to breake 
off ſeaſonably. 

And when is the ſeaſon, ye may ask > 

I anſwer, when you have beſtowed ſo much time in them, as to 
have attained the proper end of them. As in meate and drink, a man 
ſhould forbear totake more, when he hath received ſo much as is re- 
quifite for the ends of food. So in ſports. 

And every mans diſcretion will tell him, unleſſe he hath putout 
his eyes by making himſelfe a bondman to paſtimes, that the end is 
to fithim for better matters, by preſerving the health, and maintain- 
ing the vigour and cheerefulnefſe of his body and minde. He muſt 
not tarry at them as long as he can, or till he be weary; but when he 
bath been ſo long conſtant in them as is fir to ſtir and exerciſe bis 
body, and prepare him for ſcrious matters, then muſt he leave thew 
off, and goe to ſerious matters, And l pray you, let me propound to 
| | your conſiderations a fit rule for the meaſuring of your time for 
ſports. Will not ſanRified reaſon tell you thar you ought not to 

beſtow more time in recreations, though never ſo honeſt, to refreſh 
peed 
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your bodies then in fpirituall and holy duties to edifie your ſoules. 
Give not more houres uſually to theſe baſeſt of all things, playes and 
games, than to thoſe moſt uſefull of all things, reading the Scrip- 
cures, Prayer, Meditations, and thoſe things that are next to ſpiritu- 
all duties in value and ufefulnefle, ſtudying ſome worthy knowledge, 
or doing ſome profitable buſineſſe in your callings. Let nor the 
more worthy thing be ſer behinde the lefſe worthy : let not the Vaſ. 
fall be ſer above his Soveraign, and have more honour than his Lord 
and King. 

pen. fault in Eſas inregard of his converſation about earthly 
things is, that when he came now to be an ageder man, and ſaw ir 
vain to follow paſtime, he fell, as 7ſaac tels him, Ger, 27. 40, By thy 
{word ſhalt thou live. He made himlſelfe great by war. The ſword was 
not appointed toget lands and livings withall, but ro defend and 
maintaine men againſt unjuſt violence, and to puniſh offenders and 
malefators. But Eſau followed the wars to make himſelfe great, as 
ithath been uſed much formerly, and is now. Men would fight with 
otbers to take away their lands and goods from them, and to make 
themſelves poſſeſſours and Lords of their countries, to get riches, 
command, and glory,and make themſelves great in worldly reſpeQs, 
they would berake themſelves to weapons and fighting. This is, fo 
far as 1 candiſcern, a fault and fin, I ſay, to take occaſion of warring, 
and making barrailes, towin mens lands and goods from them. 
If you ſay, kow was thisa part of 1/aacs bleſſing ro E ſas, if itwere 
a ſinne ? 
I anſwer ; 7ſaacs meaning is, to relate what outward proſperity 
Eſas ſhould have:ſo that he doth not juſtifie all the meanes he ſhould 
uſe to make himſelfe great, but alone ſhewes, that he ſhould be great, 
and obrain a gallant countrey. It is a kinde of temporall bleſſing to 
overthrow in war, and to conquer, though one deale not juſtly in that 
matter of war, Indeed if men may live by their ſword , where is 


following after peace > which all are commanded to follow with 
all, Where is that threat, or curſe become 2 Which Davidpro- 
nounceth from God by way of juſt imprecation againſt ſuch, $:catter 
the people that delight inwar : Such kinde of war as is enterprized to 


fight Gods battailes, as oſ#ah and David did, in purſuing tnem with 


{opurſued,is a good thing and honourable;and ſuch as thoſe worthy 
men before named did much delight in. Sothen to make warres and 
ſtirres, by invading others, and picking and ready accepting any oc- 
cafion of quarrell forthe raiſing of a Monarchie or Principalitieto 
himſelfe, is a finne, and, ſo farre as I ſee it, was Eſevs finne, whoby 
his {word madehimſelfe owner of ſuch a Countrie,as within a little 
Umehis poſteritie was raiſed to agreat Kingdome for he diſpoſ: 


her 


the rule of equity, Doe you 4s you wonld bee done by, where is the | 


make a living of, and to get away other mens'poſſeſſions , for elſe to| 


the ſword which were Gods enemies, and whom he appointed to be | 


feſſed| 


3. He maſe 
himſelf great 
by Wars 
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4 = was 2 
prophane 
_— 
prophannefle 
es it 
ſclfe in 3. a&s. 
T, In ſelling 
his birth righe 
2, In deſpiſing 
| oh 

3. Inleavin 
the land of 
Canaan, 


whether his title be good or not; the one breaketh the eighth and 
ninth Commandemeats , the other the eighth and fixth Comman. 
dements: nevera better of rhem, bur that theworſe,which is joined 
with more crueltie and bloudinefſe. And Eſa had a kind of preſage 


birth, and when he was affeed with the red colour of the portage, 
ſored, fored, in reſpe& whereof alſo his name began tobe called 
Edom,wliich fignifieth red. 

Here you may fee what anerring judgement man hath fince his 


todefend,or out of juſtice to punith publike injuries againſt Cities, 


or Common-wealths, or Countries, ir was meere robbery and mur. 
der : they were but great Pyrates, and great T heeves, and grcat mur. 


derers; and yet the fooliſh blindneſle of men will needs give them 


honour and goodeſteeme, 


But I need not diſgrace war to you, only this you muſt note, that 
 Efas which gave himſelfe in his younger time to nothing elſe but 
ſports, afterwards gave himſelfe tonothing elſe but war and ſpoiles. 

Oft voluptuous youth many times ends 1n an injurious old age. 

They ſet up themſelves by bad meanes at laſt , which gave them- 
ſelves tovanity and toyes before. Thus much of EZ/aus converſation 
in reſpe of theſe earthly things : Now ſec his behaviour inreſpet 
of ſpirituall things. 

And herein he was ſo bad a liver, that the Apoſtle cals him a pro- 
phane fellow, and warnes all of us not to be prophane as he was. 

His prophannefle ſhewed irſelfe in twoadts : 

Firſt, in ſelling his birth- right. 

Secondly, indeſpifing it, and that continually, and with great 
careleſneſſe, ſo ſhall you reade inthe Story of Gey. 25.31, 32. The 
matter was thus, Eſa came hungry and faint from hunting, 7acob bad 
made red pottage, Eſavs hunger made his eye apt to be taken with 
the lively colour of thered broth; he was as hungry men be, very c#- 


ger after food, and prayes his brother to give him a meſſe of the red 


pottage. 1acob ſaith, Sell me thy birth-right then, that is, paſſe over t0 
meall rhoſe priviledges that appertaine tothee as the elder brother, 
andon thatcondition I will give thee broth enough : Zſas thinks, 


ſeſſed the inhabitants of Mount Seir, and erected the beginning of 
the kingdome of Edom, Indeed, to live by ones ſword,or by his wits, 
may well diſpute for the precedency in finfulneſſe, The one cou. 
zens, the other kils, the one uſeth ſecret tricks, the other open force, | 
Theone armeth ir ſelfe with fraud, the other with violence. The one 
hurts men in goods, the other in life too; the one will bave it be. 
cauſe he can over-reach you inwit, the other becauſe he can over. 
maſter you in ſtrength; the one careth not ſo he can beguile you,whe. 
ther he have iuſt title or no, the other careth not ſo he can beate yoy, 


of his fierce and bloudie nature , when he looked fo red at his very. 


fall, for how have men honoured Conquerours and grzat fighters,and | 
ſouldiers; whereas if the war was entred into, not out of compullian| 


— 


perbaps 
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perbaps alſo he ſaid ſo roo, am going rodie, I cannot conceive that 
he meanes, I am now ready for hunger to give up the ghoſt, and muſt 
needs die,if I have nor inſtanrly ſome ofthis food, for ſuch faintneſle 
would ſcarce have given him leave to bave entred into ſuch a parle, & 
Iſaccs houſe, or ſome in it would have afforded the yorg maſter ſome- 
thing to have kept him fro ſtarving, But I ſuppoſe he meaneth, I maſt 
ſhortly die,& the inheritance thar is to follow of this birthrighryisof 
this land ſor many years hence, & therfore this birth. right wildo me 
no good, and ſo he is content to ſell ir,& to confirm the bargain with 
an oath. Lo here is one act of prophanneſſe, He ſhews that he did not 
care for beaven & life eternal, wherof that land was a type and figure, 
or that hedid not take notice of itasa typeand figure of heaven, and 
therefore 1s content to ſell it, as we uſe to ſpeak,dogcheap, for a mor- 
ſellofmear,or a meſle of porrage. To part with the things that are 
fignes & means of attaining crernall life, for the baſe & trifling mar- 
ters of this life, & if he cannot have both, to chooſe rather to have the 
carthly,& ler the ſpirituall go,lo this is I ſay prophanneſs. A ſetting 
of earthly trifling good things,as it were a meſs of good broth; before 
the ſignes and outward means of attaining life everjaſting,even thoſe 
things thar ſhould do us ſpiritual good,by helping us tograce & glo- 
ry,this I ſay is prophannefle, this is Zſazs offence. The birthright car- 
ried with it divers things. 1. The ſoveraignty & chief goverament of 
the family. 2. The priefthood alſo, and right to beas the miniſter of 
the whole family. . Here and in this caſe, intereſt tothe land of Ca- 
naan,asa typeof heaven, & to the continuance of the viſible Church, 
and the meanes of grace and ſalvation in his poſterity & family, all 
which were tranſlated to /acob with the birthright. Now Eſas an hun- 
ting fellow, that gave himſelfrto his Crofſs-bow and ſports, he either 
had nor informed himſelfof theſe matters, or did not heed them nor 
conſider them, therefore he lets all goe for a good meſſe of pottage. 


ſongas we ſay.But yet an higher degreeof prophanneſſe. He went his 
[way and deſpiſed his birth-righr, he never conſidered of his folly af. 
terwards to repent heartily of it, and foro ſeek pardon, and (though 
not the recovering of his birth-right, yet) to bee ſtil] admitted as a 
member of 1ſaacs family, and ſo to enjoy the priviledges that were 
promiſed to him and his ſeed,but evendeſpiſeth it, becares nota pin 
for it, it never grieves nor troubles him that he had ſold ir, ler it go, as 
tit had been ſcarce ſo much worth as he paid for ir. So the ſin is 
grievous, to deſpiſe and contemne as vain and uſeleſſe thoſe things 
that rend robring unto us ſpirituall graces, anJerernall life, x 
Now brethren, be not many of you ſuch, that ſet light and deſpiſe 
the meanes of grace, you care not for the word of God, for the Sacra- 
ments,for praying, &c. The leaſt outward benefit will make you part 
with theſe helps ro life eternall,you think them notworth any thing, 
BY Cece OW 
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Brethren, prophannefle isa fearfull fin, I meane to have fo little e- | 
ſeem of the outward meanes of ſalvation, as to part with them for a 
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you can be perſwaded ro part with them for any little gaine, orthe 


th ing he ſought alone, he would have had his Father to have ehanged 


and his brother could not dwell together there, & he would not dwell 


ſame promiſes,8 ſo this was an utrer forſaking ofall care of true reli- 


like. Nay, do not ſome of you deſpiſe them Þ count it a folly to 
make ſo much adoc about them , and would not carea ruſh, if yoy 
ſhould never come at Word,or Sacrament more,never uſe prayer any 
more, If any bee ſodiſpoſed, as the lives of many ſhew they be, ler 
them conſider that they ſhall in vain dreame of having the bleſſing, 
even the ſpirituall bleſſing of Gods favour, and life erernall : Z/z, 
could not prevaile by any teares and intreaties to have his Father giye 
him a ſpirituall blefling , God by feare ſtrengthened 7ſaacs heart a- 
zainſt all bis intreaties. It may ſeem he would fain have had the blef. 
fing of Abraham, which carries with ira ſpiritual! bleſſing, ſome CON- 
fuſed notion it is like he had of heaven, that muſt be given to 4674. 
hams childrev, and that muſt go along in the family of Abraham, and 
Iſaac, and their ſeed, this he would fain have had, and ina fit weepes 
hard,and did much deſire to make his Father repent of his being de. 
ceived, and bleſſing 1acob,but he could nor prevaile. If himſelfe had 
ſought at Gods hand to give him repentance for his prophanneſſe 
and other fins,he ſhould not have been rejeQed; but that was not the 


his minde,and given him aſſurance of heaven. Such a confuſed deſire 
of heaven may be found in the heart of a profane man, butwhenin 
this maner they would inherite the bliſing, they ſhall not. They that 
care not for the birth-right, ſhall miſle of the bleſſing ; they that re. 
gard notthe outward ſigns & means of lifeeternall, ſhall neverattain 
life eternall. A profane man,a contemner of religion 8: religious ſer. 
vices of God,ſhall never go to heavenwithoutamendment O ifany 

of you be ſuch,now let Eſavs example ſtir you up to repentance, & re- 
formation,and be no more profane, as was Zſav. But 2. ſtir up your 
ſelves tobe truly devout,make great account of Gods Ordinances,to 
which he hath annexed the promiſe of life. Make high accountof the 
Sacraments, VVord, Prayer. Theſe be his Ordinances,to have the in- 
tereſt and injoyment of them, is to have the birth-right : O eſteeme 
them higbly for that excellent purpoſe to which they are aſſigned, 8 
ſcek grace in them, that you may attaine ſalvation by them, which 
thoſe that do,are followers of 7acob,and not of Eſav,and ſhall ſpeed as 
Hcob.Butthe laſt a&Rofprofanneſle in Eſav was worſt of all: He leaves 
the land of Canaan,and of his owne accord goes away to Mount Seir 
from /aco6, becauſe he found it not ſo commodious an habitation, He 


in Tents as Iſaac 8 /acobyto ſhew himſelfan heir through hopeofthe 


gion, & turning meer worldly and earthly. O take heed that none of 
you ſuffer profaneneſs to take ſo ſtrong a ho[d,and ſettle ſodeeproot- 
ing in you, that you ſhould quite and cleane give over all ſhew of 
piety, and follow the world wholly altogether and profeſſedly. 

He 18 profane that hath no great care of heaven,at leaſt not at allto 


gel 
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get grace,and therefore firſt makes no great reckoning of,nexe def} p1- 
{cth, and after relinquiſherb,and cafteth off the ſignesand meanes of 
orace that God hath appointed. O letnot any of you be ſuch, periſh | 
[nor after the'cxample of Eſavs nanghtineſſe, bur ler his badnefle | "| 
reach you to feare to be bad in the ſame kinde, and labour tobe de- | 
yout, holy, and religious, that you may be ſaved. | | 
| Yet more faults muſtbe ſpokenof, towards his Father and Mother | 5. ye rewed | 
hedid not ſhew that due reſpeR which he ought untocthem, for he - ys =] 
married Cananitith wives,againſt their good liking you may be ſure | p;,..0 
[which proved an hearc-breaking unto them, and when he thoughr to 
mend the matter in ſuper-adding the daughter of 7ſhmael,he went yer 
inthe ſame roade thatbefore, not craving their advice and counſell, 
but did it of his own head, which though he were now married , hee | 
ſhould not have done ſo long as he lived, as then it may ſeeme he did | 
live under their roofe, Beware you children of this fin of Zſav, wrong | 
not the authoriry of God and your parents both, by marrying withour | 
their conſent, liking,or privity; whether is ir ſafe, better, 8 moredefi. 
rable to be [acobs imitators or Eſav5>bur of that I have ſpokenalready. SY 

Another rank of faults ſee rowards his brother, Firſt, he accuſerh | 5. Hefallely .| 
him for beguiling him of his birth-righr, which was a falſe accuſati. | Eee | 
on,for he could not couzen him of that, but himſelf out ofa profane 
ignorance and contempt of the worth thereof,ſold it away for a poore 
price,a meſſe of pottage, But man is everready tocaſt the blame of 
his faulrs upon others, if they have any colour ſotodo, itwere better 
plainly ro confeſſe and rake the blame unro ones ſelf; rhan to double 
the fault by covering iewith falſhood ſpringing from ſelf-love : Let | 
noman ſay, that another hath deceived himof that which he hath 
fondly caſt away,or the like. But when 7acob had indeed beguiled him 
of the bleſſing,which I cannor tell bow toexcuſe, thenhe hated him. 

It is a grievous offence to be ſo imbittered, ſpecially againſt a bro- | 7. Hehared 
ther,or kinſman,as to entertain hatred againſt him. Thos ſhalt not hate | his brother. 
ithy neighbour in thine heart, Love your enemies, do 700d tothem that do evill 
toyou,ſaith our Saviour. This is far from being like God,and fo from 
being a fruit of the Spirit of Chriſt, who loved his enemies. Should 
not the Image of God ina man prevaile more to make one love, than | 
his own injury to make him hate. If any of you be an Eſavite in this | 
thing, an hater of one that hath done him wrong, let him be aſſured 
that it is a great ſio, and if he excuſe it, defend ir, deny it, will nor ſee : 
It, nor carefully refiſt ir, let him be affured that his fin is nor pardon- 
ed. Hethat ſaith he loverh God, and hateth his brother, is a tyar : and hee 
that ſaith he is a chi!deof God,and is not a lover of God, is alyar too. | 

You may ask me whatit is to hate ones brother > I anſwer. . : 

There is a paſſion of hatred, and a.habit of hatred, and both work in 
| lmodeprees. | | 

The paſſion of hatred is a kinde of averſneſſe, and riſing of the 
heart againſt a man when one ſees him, ſo that hee cannor away 
—_—_ Cc 2 | with | 


. 


8 H: com» 


. {forted him« 


ſelfe in the 
thoughr of 
killing his 
brother. 


{4 all cemporall. 
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| here hatred ruleth not : ſometimes a man will nor ſce his ſin in ſuch 
| batred, and raketh no paincs:to chaſe this ſowre leavenour of his 


ones ſelfeover as a ſervant to fin, and cannogbe found in anychilde 
of God, at leaſt, not uſually or often. Doegny of you ſfinne thus in 
any kinde 2 -VWhar ſhould I call you but Eſaxs ? and I beſeech you 


| deſtroy him, bur that God vouchſafed to ſtop him by putting apal. 
| offences, though one be ſtopped in the middeſt, yea though the ſtop- 


| your wicked defires. 
| ;.Hisbenefirs | His benefits, they were all cemporall, The dew of heaven, andthe 


with bim, norcan ſpeake unto, or, boke curteouſly, or peaceably 
upon him, . but ones countenance fals when he ſces him, and he even 
turges away, and by his good will would have nothing to doe with 
bim. Tobe ſo diſpoſed to-a man in reſpec of his foule and wicked 
carriage, is nota fin; but tobcaffected in reſpeQ of an injury, is this 
finfull bating ofhim, Buy ghe habir of hatred 1s, when the heart js 
ſo fetled in this alienation gad eftrangement, that it grows towifh 
and deſire, and ſeeke his hurts,:now ſometimes theſe paſſions, ang 
theſe grudges be ſeen, lamenged; reſiſted, and by degrees overcome, 


heart, This over-ruling hatred;isa finnethat cannot ſtand with true 
charity to God, O take heedof it, ſee it; amend it, and beno longer 
like Eſax! RTE 

Next, henot alone intends to kill his brother, but comforts him- 
ſelf in that thought, as you may reade, Gey, 27. 44. It 1s a fearefull 
thing toreſolve upon murder, and that with delight and pleaſure, 
ſocharthe heart concludeth rocommir it ſo ſoone as ſuch and ſuch a 
let is removed, or fit occaſion offered, and that fo ſetledly,as not con 
ſcionable obedience ro God, but alone ſome mecre reſpe& to men 
doth hinder the accompliſhment. So the Phariſees reſolved to kill 
Chriſt, only fearing the people they forbeared; ir was glad newes to 
them when 7udes offered his ſervice to betray him. This is to give 


ro take heed of malice, that it may'not produce murther, and of all| 
the inward motions to evill with allowance, for feare rhey produce| _ 
the groſſeſt aQs of evill. Nay, E/aus malice ftrived twenty yeares in| 

his breaſt, for he went our againſt his brother when he returned from 
Padas Aran, Gen, 22. with foure hundred menafter him, minding to 


fion of kindenefle upon him, A great fin ir isto.attempr greivous 


pagegrow from ſome inward motion in himſelfe , for this ſhewes 
that the heare was once fully bentunto ir, but if ſome outward hin. 
derance alone have been the cauſe of irs not being done, then the 
thankes of forbearance is lefle.. 

Repent therefore of ſuch purpoſes and attempts, and ſhew your 
ſelves truly ſorrowfvull and penitcnr, by coofeſſing to Gol the fin of 
attempting, and blefling his name for not permirting you to follow 


fatneſſe of the earth , He was rich, proſperous, mighty, a conquerour, 
{ had manychi{dren, Yet he could never inherite the ſpirituall bleſ- 


| ling, though he would faine have bad his Father to have repented. 
| LE 5 Cain, 
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32 | 
Cain, Iſhmael, Nimrod, Eſau, had temporall bleſſings, boaſt nog of 
theſe things, thinke not your ſelves better than men for theſe things; 
His miſeries, except his lofle of the birth-right, he had few tempo. | His aMiidions 
rall croſſes, Heb. 12. 17, Take heed of carrying your ſelves ſo, that 
| Iirgoenor illwith your ſoules, that God plague you not | 
with ſpirituall plagues. For his death,the Scripture His death is 
ſpeakes nothing of ir, herein Iſhmael is | noe mentio- 
preferred before Eſas. 7 gy on 
X, 
| 
| 
4 
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THE EIGH IEENTH 


EXAMPLE. 


_ 


Or ABIMELECH, 


And the men of at ra. 


zaC23 N the ſervice of 7/aac, the holy Ghoſt maketh. 
RL mention by the way, of ſome other perſons with 
- whom !ſa«c had occafion toconverſe, And firſt, 
he telleth of ſome paſſages berweene him and 
Abimelech King of Gerar , then of the men of 
Gerar, Wee will therefore conſider of thoſe 
J things which are written concerning them. 
Firſt then,of 4bimelech King of the Philiſtins. 
Gen, 26.1, Whether this were the ſame man with whom Abraham 
ſojourned, or ſome ſon, or ſucceſſour of his, it is not certaine. 

But in him letus ſee what is commendable, and fit for our imita- 
tion, for the Story telleth not of much fin in him. But we have ſome 
vertues of his mentioned, and one thing that is likely to be a fault; 


| His vertues are theſe. 


Firſt, he did not take Rebekkah from Iſaac, though he for feare at- 


firmed her tobe his ſiſter, when the men of the place asked him of 


ber; but he left her alone with 7/ac, perhaps to make triall yet far- 
ther, whether ſhe were his wife or nor; ir may be, remembring what 


— 


— 


had | 


Gen. 26 Fo 


Abimelech his 
Vertues, 


Is He rooke 
not Redeghab 
from Iſaac, 
thous hhe af 
{11 med her to 
be his ſiſter. 
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CELL The Example of CHaAP.26, | 


_— 


Ver. 8. 


2, Heconſtru- 
ed Iſaacs ſpor- 
ting Wi ;h Ree 
bekkab in the 
beſt ſcncce 


| Ver. 9, 

3. Herold 1- 

i «plainly of 
his fault. 


| guilty of as bad fins in himſelfe, and of one defirous to hide his 


had beendone before to Abrahams, and with what ſucceſſe. Thar js 
praiſcworthy in him, and we muſt learne to be wary in our praceed- 
ings, and not preſently to do ſuch things as may bedoubrfuli, whe. 
ther they be faults or not, but'to take time to look thoroughly into 
matters before we adventure. 

But next, when he ſaw ſazc ſporting with Rebekkah in a very fami- 
liar manner, he did not miſconſirue this deed of theirs to theworſt 
ſence, condemning him of wantonneſle, and inceſt, as if he had been 
ſonaught as tocarry himſelfe over-familiarly to his fifter, bur con. 
ceived rather that ſhe was his wife, and that he would not have taken 
liberty tocarry hiuiſelfe in that manner towards her, if ſhe had nor 
been his wife : Hedid well to take things in the beſt ſence as he did, 
forwhen he ſaw ſuch behaviours paſſe betweene theſe two, as were 
not ennvenient betwixt any, any other but man and wife; he con. 
cludes, ſure ſhe is his wife, elſe he would not have ſported with her | 
in that faſhion, and then goes and tels him what he conceiveth; ſo 
muſt we judge the beſt of the doubrfull things we ſee done by good 
men. 

Had he been ofa ſuſpitious and uncharitable diſpoſition, he would 
have paſſed a bitter ſentence both upon 7ſa«c and Rebekkah, and| 
chought this, without doubt this woman 1s a Iight woman, and this 
mana libidinous and inceſtuous man,that ſhews ſuch geſtures to his 
fiſter, whodid alſoentertaine him, but he thinketh rather, ſurely the 
man is ſo good a man that he would never have been bold tobeare 
bimſelfe ſo amnrouſly towards his fifter, and therefore, though hee 
ſaid ſhe was his ſiſter, for feare or other conſiderations, yet verily ſhe 
is his wife. 

We muſt beas charitable in our cenſures of men, as was this 461- 
melech, and not take leaveto thinke the worſt of any mans aQions, 
but favourably interpret them, and make the faireſt conftruQion of 
them that may be.But tobe harſh in our ceſures of any man, & think 
he is naught, he meaneth wicked[y, this is a teſtimony of a heart 


owneeyes from his owne badneſle, by meaſuring others by himſelte. 
For he that is himſelfe ready to doe evill, is prone to conclude, that 
othersareas bad as himſelfe; and therefore, when he ſees them doe 
ſuch arhing as may poſſibly be meant to anevill purpoſe, he conclu- 
deth preſently, thar ſo it is. For he will not thinke better of others, 
rhan himſelfe. and therefore will reſolve that they have doneas ill as 
he findes that himſelfe would have done in like caſe. 

Take heed that you betray not your owne nauvghtineſſe, in being 
forward and haſty to blame others. 

Another gond thing in this 46;melech is, that ſo ſoone as he pet- 
ceived that Iſazc was Rebekkahs husband, and ſhe bis wife, he goes £0 
him preſently, and rels him, ſaving, Src ſhe & thy wife, why then ſaidf 


thor, ſhe « my ſiſter, for one of the people mizht lightly have lien with thy 


wife! 


—__— 


| CGJEN. '_ eAlbimelech. 


wife, aud bon fhewdſt have brought upon us gniltineſſe. This, in a gaod | | 


thing, and agreeable to the commandementofrhe Law ,:-toratiove|; 
brother plainly of his fig. If any mas (hall do ſome vunlawfullching/| - 
tour knowledge, we mult goe and enquire why they did fo, andeyes | 
rebuke them for it. by ſhewing them haw hurtfull or miſcbiQous-ir | 
was, Or might have proved, cy OE 7030 un 
So did anathes Abirelech, or this ſame to Abrebam batbre. they | 
therefore have nat walked rightly, that if they know: apy: fault by 
their brother, keepthe matter ro themſelygs , and entartaine hard | 
conceits of them, but ſpeake no word of reproofe or :admonirian: ta 
them,” $o'did Abſalom behave himlelte towards his brather Amaor, | 
when be bad finned in forcing his ſiſter. This proverh, that they doe 
nor deſire their brothers amending,and chat they are maredifpleaſed 
with the perſon than the fin, and it it be a wrang, with the injury dane 
againſt chemſelves, than with the offence done againſt God. If :any 
of you have thus ſtored up the faults of another in his breaſt,to breed. 
alienation of heart, andevill conceits againfi.cthem, be muſt bumble 
himſelfe for ſuch uncharitablevefle : And now, you muſt learnero 
be bold and free in this behalfe, as 4bimelech, Indeed you ſee him 
not bitter nor violent, but he 1s plaine and duly round with him; fo 
muſt we learne to forbeare diſtempered ſpeeches and geſtures, buta|_ 
plaine laying open of the fault before rhe offtegdor, is;naccfſary to 
{briog bim tothe ſightofhis fgulr,, and toa free confeſſion, and ar 
leaſt ro an outward reformation, Looke that you carry your ſelves 
thus hereafter to your offending þrethren, and if they repent nar ar 
the firſt, doe it againe and againe, till you. haye brought them. ta 
anendor proyed them incorrigible. Hs 5 
Fureher, Abimelech ſhews 10 hiswords evjdently,bath that he knew | Ver: 10- 


adultery to be a grievous fip, even though,s man did nat perfectly | 4 Hekacw 


- . | : A dultery to b 
know the woman to be married with whom he gammitred it, and Y > ns 


TT». 


— ere ee te. at 


a 


ſobeleeverh that God will ſeverely puniſh it in the commirter, and | v*willing ro 
ſobe was not awilfull liver in that fin, nor would have yeelded him, | On 
|{elfewirttinglyto rug into it for che pleaſing of lyuftfall paſiioas. Be 
you a8 good as be ſhewes himſelfe, know that adultery j9:2 great fin, 
that it ſhall bring guilrineſſe and puniſhment upon you, and there: | 
tore terrifie your ſelves from commitrting ic': Vhy ſhou]d wee! 
Chriſtians be of leſſe knowledge; and have lefſe conſcience, lefle | 
feare to offend God, lefle faith in bis juſtice thentbis Philiſtian had? | 1 
Why ſhouldiwe be bold to run iato that crime which he was dif. Fn. 
pleaſed with 7/aze for miniſtring occaſion of doing unwittingly ? 
Why ſhould we flatter our ſelves. with hope of impunity for ſach a. 
in as he did certainly beleeve would bring guilrinefſe upon the 
committer > Conſider with your ſelves, whether you have not been: 
| oblinded and hardened with the deceitfulneſſe of fin, as knowingly, | + 
and of purpaſe.to ruſh incotheevill which an Heathen man wes feare- 
| full rocommir. 
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Gen. Ti be Example of Cuar.26, | 
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'Vere Int 
5, He charged 


| that none 


ſhould wrong 
Abraber or 


' ] his wife. 


th. 


| 


: 
þ 


A faultin 
Iſaac to cone 
ccivetoo 
hardly of the 


| Philiſtims, 


| Ver, 26. 


s. Hedeſireth 
ro makea co» 
venant of 
peace and 
amity with 
1ſaas, 


» || dareto wrong this man or his wife : He was a King, and had POwer 


| tinefſe through hope of impunity. 


] guilt of their fins upon your owne ſoules, and fin at once —_ 
them- 


. | ſelves, and your own ſoules too. 


1 and Rulers , bur loe, the King is far from doing ſo wickedly, yea, he 
- | doth the quite contrary, and uſeth due care to prevent this wicked. 


| Now another thing is alſo commendable in Abimelech, he goeth} 


—Apaine, it is welldoneof C4bimelech, thathe by afirſtcomman. | 
dement ratified with a threat ofdeath, charged that no man ſhould 


to make ſuch an edid, and for the ſecuring of 1ſacc againſt his feares, | 
and pridenting any evill, publiſheth it co his people. Governours 
| muſt uſe their authority to keep their inferiours from fins by threax. 
ning, and if that prevaile not by puniſhing with due ſeverity. They 
muſt terrific them from crimes of death by denouncing the puniſh. 
 menrofdeath, and nor ſufferthem tobe moreecaſily drawnto naygh. 


- Moſt men forbeare fin for feare of puniſhment; rather then hatred 
of wickedneſſe, wherefore they muſt have this feare wrought inthem 
by the Governours, that they may be fo reſtrained, and the Magi. 
ſtrate is co ſhew himſelfe ſuch, that if men doe evill they may feare, 
You Governours have not power to make lawes, but you have the 
care of executing lawes intruſted to you, ſee therefore that you beun- 
partially, and wiſely, and righteouſly ſevere in putting the lawes in 
execution which are made to rerrifie maletaQors, elſe you bring the 


God the ſupreame Ruler, the Common-wealth, the ſinners 


But here by the way, I muſt obſerve ſomething that was worthy 
blame in Iſaac, he had too hard a- conceir of theſe Philiſtims, and 
thought them worſe then. he found them ; for he conceived they 
would have killed him for his wives ſake : Surethis fearedid caſt an 
aſperſion not.on the menof lower rank, but upon the chiefe perſons 


 nefſe. Ve muſt learne to beware of ſuch raſhneſle, and nor thinke 
ſokardly of others, that they will wrong us in ſuch and ſuch kindes,| 
tillwe have juſt ground for ſuch thoughts. A man is to uſe diſcreti. 

on, and thinking that ſuch whom he knoweth not may happily 
wrong him, muſt take ſuch prudent order, that they may not bee 
able though they ſhould be willing ; or if he can take no ſuch courſe, 
he muſt leave the matter to Gods providence, but he muſt not con- 
clude, ſure they will wrong me, and ſo condemne them before he 
heares them, and rurne himſelfe to baſe ſhifts for eſcaping the 
Wrong. . 
tO 7ſaac, ver. 26. with his friend and chiefe Captaine, and deſireth to 
make 8 covenant of peace and amity with him, giving alſo the 
rrue.reaſon of his defire, and intimating an acknowledgement of the 
 formerunkindnefle in diſcharging him the country, For we have ſeere 
(faith he) :hat God s with thee,andthou the bleſſedof the Lord aveit. [t1s 
a part of wiſdome and goodnefle too; to be in covenant and peace 
with good men, and troobſerve how God doth pleaſe to bleſſe me®, 


GT 


and] 


| 
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| G E No A bimelech. CHaP26, | 25 | 


and to aſcribe their proſperity to Gods favourable bleſſing, all which 
things you ſee 10 Abimelech, He had refuſed to ler 1ſaac dwell in bis 
Countrey, yethe is nor ſo ſtout hearted, but that he will come to 
him, and ſeek his friendſhip, and that in honourable manner,acknow.. 
ledging his worch and Gods bleſſing upon him. Vee mult learne 
todo the ſame things, but in a better manner, he looketh to 1/rae!s 
proſperity, we muſt look tothe goodneſſe of men,and in love of their 
vertues, rather then in hope and feare of carthly things, be at peace | 
with them, and live in amity towards them. It is a good thing tobe | 
| fiends with Gods friends, even on whatſoever conſiderations; tor by | 
ſo doing a man intereſts himſelfe into that blcfſing which God ſaith | 
(that be will grant to them that bleſle his people. Bur if love of their | 
religion and piety make us deſirethe friendſhip of any, then it is. a | 
good figne, that the ſamepiety and vertue is found in him whom it 
winnerh robearegood will unto the profeſſour of it : for vertuous 
men are ſeldome loved, and never for vertyes fake, but by thoſe that | 
have ſome vertue. And it giveth us ſome good hope, that Abimelech 1 
: 


might be a man that acknowledged the true God whom 7/acc profel- 
ſed, ſeeing he took notice of his bleſſing upon 7ſaxc, and called him | 
the Bleſſed of the Lord, And this is 4b;melechs goodneſſe. One thing 1 
ſeemeth to have been faulty in him, of which 7ſazc alſorelleth him, | 
when hecame to make a Covenant, ſaying,7Ze hate me, and have driven | yer.27. | 
we away fromyou. This is likely to bea faulr, todrivea man, a good | His fault, he | 
man, ſo from ones countrey houſe or familiarity , that he ſhall have Jeanne: = 
cauſe to thinke it is done our of hatred. Indeed in the 16.ver. of the | bim,thache 
26, Chapter, Abimelech would not ſeem todo irout of hatred, but our | 724 cavie ro | 
of policie, becauſe of 1ſaacs greatneſle: as if he ſhould ſay, It will not | out of barred. 
| ſtand with our ſafety to ſuffer ſo great aman to ſojourne in our coun- 
trey. Bur 1ſaac ſaw a piece of malice and ill will in it, as the holy 
Ghoſt in the Story doth intimate, ſaying, They envied him, and v. 16. 
Then Abimelech bade him depart, moved like enough by the perſwaſi- 
ons of thoſe that did envy him, if nor a little leavened with the ſame 
lcaven himſelfe. Beware of committing the like offence, ſhew nor 
illwill towards any good man, by chafing him from you, refuſing ro 
give bim leave to be with you, or in generall, by any diſcurteous car- 
riage towards him. But be rather glad of his ſociety and neigh- | 
bourhood, : 
And ſo we bave donewith Abimelech. 1 he Phili- 
Now ſomething ofhis SubjeQs the Philiſtims, and particularly | *%: 
the men of Gerar, The Philiſtims envyed him, ver, 14. in reſpect of 
his greatnefſe and proſperity. This ſin of envy (3. e. being grieve | 1-Ticy eavi- | 
at another mans proſperity, and bearing ill will againſt him for it, |***** 
which will ſurely follow ſuch griefe,for that griefc is aneffe& ſpring} | 5977 53 
ing from uncharitableneſſe, and therefore will cauſe it to grow |” 
ſtronger and worſer) I ſay, this (in is agreat offence, blamed in Caiz, 
in /oſephs brethren, in the Phariſees, and moſt of all in the devils, 
Ir 
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| their welfare, and not repine at it. Secondly, in that it maketh yy 
| apt to doethem any injurie, as here is ſeene in the Example that we 


{is to have joy of ir. 


| Whoſoever findeth a kinde of tangue of this diſeaſe in bimſelte 


| befall mee, and therefore at leaſt I may grieve that he hath it tomy | 
| dammage. 


| much, nor that Cai» ſhould have been accepted if Abel had not; Yea 


Grxn. The Exampleof Cunv. 26, 


Itisawtrong oo God in thatwe ſatisfie not our ſelves in his diſpo. 
ſing of things, for may not God ſhew more or leſle favour tomen, as 
irſcemeth good rohimſelfe > and why, ſhould our eye beevill be. 
cauſehiseye is good 2 Itis a wrong to the perſon envyed,in that we 
do not ſo behave'our ſelves towards him, as we would that all other 
ſhould doe toour ſelves, for men would that others ſhould rejoyce in 


ſpeake of, who ſtopped 7ſaacs Wells out ofenvy, And it is awron 

ro ones ſelfe, in that he bringeth needleſſe vexation upon himſelfe, 
and filleth his heartwith gall, when he might have fed on honey as 
itwere; for we ſhould rejoyce with them that rejoyce, and then we 
ſhould partake of the benefit; becauſe the beſt fruit of a good thing | 


And this envy ſpringeth from meere ſclfe-love, and pride, and fol. 
ly, in not ſeeing God in things, and ſubmitting to his wiſdome. 


muſt blame himſelfe for irc heartily, and thinke thus with himſelfe, 
What ſhall I be an imitatour of wicked men, yea of the wicked 
ſpirits > VWhat a fooliſh man am I that will nor ſee Gods wiſe 
providenceand yeeld toit > What awretch, thatthinke all good| 
chings loſt which fall beſides my ſelfe > What a fooliſh manthar 
will make a croſle ro my ſelfe where ir need not bee, nor indeed 
is > And if anythinke, if hee had not this proſperity it might 


I anſwer. | 
Thar is but a very May-be, for it will not follow that the Phili- 


ſtims would have growne very rich, if 7/a«c had not gotten fo 


verily , thoſe things that have moved God not to grant them fo 
much proſperity as another, would have cauſed him to withdraw it 
from them, even though he had nor given it tothat other, Fer God 
doth not forbeare to give to this perſon, becauſe he gave to that; 
this kinde of abſtaining togive is proper romen,whowant ſufficient 
meanes to give to all, but God can repleniſh all wichour leaving 
bimſelfe deſtitute : but God with-holds his benefits from thoſe 
that have them nor, becauſe their fins provoke him, or becauſe hee 
would affi& or chaſtiſe them, 

The faults of men keep good things from their poſſeſſions, and 
they would not have been leſſe faulty, if another had been lefle pro- 
ſperous. Wherefore I ſay, confeſſe this ſin, ſee ir, condemne 1t1n 
your ſelves, yeeld not to it. 

Yea but I am ſure that his gerting hinders my gaines. 
| Anſwer. Firſt, ſay that it doth, wilt thou be vexed that another 
hindersthee > Is not this to be vexed at Gods providence ? 


| But 
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* Buticcondly, I anſwer, thou canſt not be ſureofthis, for God 
could and if he purpoſed to crofſe thee, deny thee ſuch benefics, 
|rchough this man were not, : | 
Now I pray you, hate and abhorre envy, and learne to rejoyce 
with them that rejoyce, rather then torment your ſelves at them, 
2nd tobec thank full ro God for ſhewing favour to your neighbours, 
rather then to fret in your ſelves, Indeed if we fee wicked men pro. 
ſper, wee muſt beware of over-grieving , leſt it makeus fall ro imi- 
cating : Butto grieve atthe proſperity of an 7ſaac, is t5 ſhew, that 
one loveth nor goodneſle, as a reward of which the Lord vouch- 
ſaferh that proſperity. | 
Now ſecondly, when they had cntertained envy, then they fall to 
injury; They ſtopped his Wels,and filled them with duſt, vis. The 
Wells his Father had dugge ; Loe, awickednefle, to doe injury to 
another, by hurting and hindering him, though ones ſelfe can 
reape no benefitby ir. Indeed to doe a neighbour hurt in body or 
goods without juſt cauſe (viz. puniſhing him for ſome fault by 
vertue of authority which God hath pur into my hand) 1s agreat 
finne, and againſtthe plaine Law that ſaith, Doe as you would be done 
by, and that Commandement, Bee 4nnoce»t as Doves, but to hurt 
[a man without any profic to himſelfe , this is an high degree of 


one of the worſt kindes of malice. To advantage my ſelfe by ano. 
ther mans loſſe is moſt unjuſt, but to hinder another withour any 
advantage to my ſelfe, this is a farre more palpable and wilfull in- 
juſtice. 

_ Ocalltominde your owne wayes , haue not you walked as croo- 
kedly as theſe men ofthe Philiſtime Nation > Stopped up another 
mans Wels as itwere, that is, put your ſelves topaines to dochim 
dammage, to hinder him, though you get nothing by ir your 
ſelves. This is a plaine proofe of a man ſtuffed with envy , and with 
great wickedneſſe, whereby he loves todoe evill, even for the plea- 
ſure ſake he taketh in doing, nor for any othcr fruit of ir, This is to 
be juſt like the devill, that ſeeketh to keepe others out of heaven , 


becauſe it a little ſatisfieth his ſtomack. Repent, repent exceeding- 
ly, if you have been ſo devilliſh. 

Another fault of the Philiſftims you mcete with, Gey, 26. 19, 
20, 2I, Iſaacdigged aWell in the valley, and found there a fountaine 
of living water : that is, ſuch as did run with a full and conſtant 
ſtreame, Andthe Shepheards of Gerar contended for it with Iſaacs Shep- 
beards, ſaying , the water & ours, Wherefore 1/aac called the name 
of it Hezek, or ſtrife, becauſe they ſtrove with him. Then they 
digzed another Well, and they ſtrove for that alſo, and he called 
the name of it Sitnah, which ſignifieth hatred or enmity, becauſe 
he ſaw that they contended with him now, not for need of the water, 
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wickedneſſe, and proceeds from nothing elſe but envy, which is | 


and to bring them to hell, though it eaſe nor his torments one whit, 
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| bur out of meerehatred, becauſe they were enemics and adverſaries 
rohim, and were grieved at his welfare. 

The fault is (you ſee) contentiouſneſſe, and ſtrife, growing our of 
hatred and ill will. The nature of man is full of this vice, as S. Paul, 
Filled with envy, murther , debate. Rom, 1. 9, and Hatred, variance, 
emulation, ſtrife, ſedit:on , are reckoned among the fruits of the fleſh, 
Gal. 5. 15. S. Paul telleth the Corinths; Left rhat when he commeth, 
unto them, he ſhall finde among them (with other finnes) debates, an 
ffrife, This ltrife hath irs originallin pride , which eaſily breedeth 
envy, and hatred, and ſocontention and trite, and S. James ſaith, 
That theſe which have envying and ſtrife among themſelves, this wiſdame 
i wot from above , but is earthly , ſenſuall , and devilliſh , and that where 
lawz.u't. envying and ſirifes , there is confuſion , andevery evill worke, Heſaith 
and chap.4- 1. | alſo, That wars and fightings are among it them, from their luſts that wax 
in their members, You ſec the loathſoineneſle of this vice, from the 
bad cauſes and effe&s of it. 

Take notice therefore of your owne hearts and lives, and ſee if| 
none of you bee a quarellous and contentious perſon; that is, rea- 
dy upon every occaſion to ſtrive with his brother, and to breake 
forth into brawles and ſuits, challenging thatwhich is none of his, 
and diſquieting his brethren and himſeltfe. 

A man may uſe legall meanes to get and keepe that which is 
rightfully due to him , but he muſt not doe this ina froward man- 
ner, with bitterneſſe and rage againſt his adverſary ; but for the 
things that appertaine not to him inequity, hee muſt make no ſiri. 
vingatall, otherwiſe he isa contentious man. And becauſe ſelfe- 
love maketh us ſoblinde, that wee are apt to deceive our ſelves, and 
to imagine we have good title to that which indeed belongs not to 
us, wee muſt bee content to referre our ſelves willingly to other 
mens judgements, and not ſtand upon our owne opinions; I mean 
to other indifferent, and unintereſſed perſons, whoſe judgements 
are like to bee clearer than our owne, in things wherein themſelves 
be not ingaged. 

Let me therefore commend peace and concord , let nothing bee 
done of ſtrife, in an humour to croſſe and oppoſe another, or to vexe 
and angerhim. If covetouſneſle or envy rule in a mans heart, hee 
will boile with contention, and flame forth into debares and ftrifes; 
but if he have an heart contented with his eſtate, and charitably 
diſpoſed to his brethren , hee will then inſue peace, and follow 
afterit. For a juſt controverfie may bee carried in a quiet and 
peaceable manner, and ſooughtto be; but be the cauſe of ſtriving 
never fo equall, if the thing be carried rumultuouſly with bitte! 
words and behaviour , with railings, ſ{wellings, whiſperings, back- 
birtings, muruall diſgracing and upbraiding one ancther, this 152 
fignc of a naughty heart, in whom the wiſdome that is from below! 
coth rule and beare ſway, 
bk | Reſolve| 
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Reſolve therefore to follow peace with al] men, nor ſtriving but 
upon juſt cauſe, andthenalſo ina loving, gentle, and milde man- 
ner. And ſo much for ſaacs contemporaries, with 
whom his occaſions gave him cauſe of 
 Intermingling. I proceed now 
ro {ſaacs heire and {uc- 
ceſfor, that is to 


ſay, [acob, 
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>SG38 H E word Zac6b fignifieth,he holds the heele: the | 
—- reaſon of which name you may reade Ger. 25, 
26. Heand Eſau were Twins born at one birth, 
Eſau was the firſt borne, and when he was borne, 
his brother came out after him and held him by 
| the heele, whence this name was given him. 
| >> Chet A Of 7aobwe muſt ſhew three things, as in for- 
| mer Examples. Hisbirth, life, and death. 
| 


_—_ — a 


Concerning his birth, the time and parents were the ſame which 
we noted before of Eſau, the manner was as you have heard, as if hee 
had wreſtled with his brother tor the birth-right even in the birth, 
in which may ſeem tobe ſignified the great ſtir that ſhould be be. 
twixt their Succeſlours as well as themſelves, yea, and betwixt the 
good and bad in all ages, even thoſe that are heires of the promiſe, 
and rhoſe that be centemners of the promiſe. For the Lord had fore- 
told, that two Nations were in Rebekkahs wombe, which ſhould be | 
ſeparated one from theother, and in them the Lord did manifeſt the | 
freedome of his Eleion, ſeeing he choſe the younger before the 
c.cer ro inheritethe promiſes, and that before they had done good | 
»r evill, that the purpoſe of God according to eletion might re. | 
"12:ne (or be firme)nor of workes,bur of him thar calleth : meaning, | 
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" az | Grim. {he Example of CuaHars, | 
| thar Gods intention of ſaving by his grace, who freely calleth, not 
of any workes in any perſon, whether repenting, belecving, or any 
| other workes, might be ftedfaſt and ſtable. No workes cauſe God to 
call one, or to purpoſe ro call one, or not to call another, burtalane 
his good pleaſure, whereof though it be furethar God hath in him. 
{lfe juſt reaſon (for he is a rcaſonable agent, and doth all things, ang 
moſt underſtandingly) yet he ſees it not good to reveale tous any 
reaſon, becauſe he would make us ſce what ſubjeQion we owe to 
bim (that is to ſay) toreft in his will as a ſufficientreaſon to ſarigfie 
us. God might have purpoſcd to call, and alſohbave called all with. 
out any picking or chooſing, or preferring one before another, bur 
his purpoſe was according to eleQion or choice, he intended notto 
raiſe up all our of the miſerable eſtate into which {dar brought 
all, bur alone ſome; and in his chooſing he might have left whom 
he rooke, and contrarily, but he would take ſome, not all, and theſe, 
| not thoſe becauſe in his wiſdome he ſaw it fit ; and fo great is his 
power and ſovcraignty, that we ought to be contented with this rea. 
fon, God would have it ſo. 

What Gods Gods Ele&ion is his purpoſe to call ſuch and ſuch, Teavivg the 
clectioa is, | reſt : and of this purpoſe we cat give noother cauſe bur this, ſo it 
ſcemed good untohim : though himſclfe have ſach grounds of his 
choice within himſelfe, as it 1s fit for a wiſe agent to have for the 
ground ofall his ations. He thar will not quiet himſclfe thus inthe 
| matter ofele&ion, ſhall entangle himſelfe ſo, that he will neverbee 
| looſed, 

| Andſo mucho 7:cobs birth. | 

| paife life. Now for his life, we will conſider his vertues, faults, croſſes, 
benefits. 

i. Hisvertues, | For his vertues, we will ſpeake of them firſt in generall , and here 
| twothingsare noted in him, Gez.25.27. Tacob was a plaine man, and 
did dwell in Tents, The word tranſlatcd a plaine man, fignifieth a per- 

: | fe&oruprightman. Ir is of larger fiznification than that phraſeof 
| I- [n generall: : . | 

1. Hewasan | Ours, A plaine man, for that in common ſpeech noteth one that is ſim 
upright man. ple, and dealerh ſquarely and eavenly withour fraud, deceir, guile, or 

any tricks in his ations, ſo may one be and have no great goodneſle 
in him. Burtthis word is uſed todenote an upright hearted man, a 
truly and intirely godly man, a perfe&t man that is good within as 
well as without, and good inall things, atall times, and inall places 
one as well as another, one that carefully follows all the Commande. 
ments of God,not giving himſelfe leave to ſwerve from any of Gods 
wayesSat aiy time. 
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Wha perfe. Perfection is that property in things,by which they have all which 
Etionis, is requiſite for their due conſtitution. | 
Iris twofols. T here is a doudle perfetion, one of degrees, unattainable 1n this 


iife,and it is mhena man harh all the parts of obedicnce in the high 

eſt aeprov :h2t the Law rcquireth of him, this is a ſegall perfection, 
without 
witho 
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without which no man can be juſtified before God by the Law, and 
becauſe no man can atrain it, therefore, Bythe Law ſhall no fleſh be ju- | 
ſ1fied, bar beleevers have 1t in Chriſt, in whom they are made the 
righteouſneſſe of God, and to whom righteouſneſſe without workes 

| (meaning workes of theirown working, tor they are ſuch as worke 
[not in this ſenſe) is Imputed. | 

Perfection of parts, is whenall the parts of goodnefſe are found in 
a man. As a childe of five yeares isaperie&t man in reſpe ofparts, 
he hath a ſoule, and body, he hath hands, head, hearr, legs, &c. and 
therefore is that way perfec, though ſtature and ſtrength, and diſcre- 
tion be not found in him inthe ſame degree that after, when he is a 
| SrOWwne Man, : 

Now there aretwo kindes 0! parts found in every thing firſt. 

Firſt, the parts efſenriall, as matter and forme, 

Secondly, the parts integrall, v7. as the ſeverall members of che 
matter, hearr, head, &c. ina man. 

So in the pointof goodnefle, goodnefle is perfe&t when ir hath all 
the parts of goodnefle, v/=. the matter, which 15 the act of doiap 
00d and leaving evils. 2. The forme, which 15 the ſubjeQtion of 
thewillto chewillof God; in that a man 1s therefore carefall ro | 
leave evill and doe good, becauſe he acknowledgeth himſelf to owe, | 
and is willing to performe all obedience unto God his maker and | 
Redeemer, and theſe arethe cſſenriall parts of goodnefle. 

The integrall, arethe doing ot good in every kinde, and leaving 
ofevill inevery kinde, with at endeavour, and ftriving, and wiſhing 
ro doe it incvery degree, even to leave all evill, the very leaſt degree, 
and todoall good in the very higheſt degree. Thus you ſee what 
perfeCtion is, It is an endeavour and reſolution to doe all rhings 
which God commandeth, and to leave all the things which he for. | 
biddeth, perfectly in obedience to hisauthority, or if you will, in| 
briefe, Perfe@ion of the Goſpellis a firiving after the perfe&tion of 
the Law. Now we muſt be thus periet, becauſe it is a ſingular 
o00dnefſe of God to accept ſuch an imperfect perfetion at our 
bands, For he mighthave held us ſtill to the condition of workes, 
and ſo reje&ting our endeavours, becaule falling ſhore of what the 
Law requireth, might have deſtroyed us notwithſtanding ſuch en- 
deavoursÞut he hath becn pleaſed to make a new Covenant, in which 
berequireth and accepteth our hearty endeavours, though chere be 
much failing. O ſhould not this move us to labour and ſtrive ! As 
ifadebtor owing an hundred pounds, and not able to pay ir, ſhould 
bave thcſe conditions propounded to him from his Creditor, well, 
pay me what you be able, ſoyou bring me good money, not counter: | 
teit, and I will accept it. Should not this make them very careful! 
tobring him ſomuch as they were able, and that in good filver, nor 
| COopperand falſe coine > Againe, we loſe both our goodneſſcand our 
| (clvesalfo, if we be not plaine and perfe ; If we have reſpeR to _ 
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Gods Commandements, and be ſound in Gods preſence, wee ſhall 
not be aſhamed : but confuſion will coverout faces at the end, if iye 
ſatisfieour ſelves with ho!low and defetive goodnefle ; for a lame 


ſacrifice will not be acceptable on Gods Altar. 


Now l pray you leteach of us conſider of himfelfe,whether hehe 
ſuch a diſſembler, that hath lirtle ſhew of piety, and is not pious in. 
deed. Ve muſt be followersof chem that by patience and faith in. 
herite the promiſes, and be ſuch as they that have gone to heaven, if 
our ſelves purpoſe ro goeto heaven, And if you be nor ſo, but openly 
finfull, or bollowly and difſemblingly good ; now ſee your miſery, 
you ſhall never be heires with 4braham, Iſaac,and Tacov,if you labour | 
not tobelike unto them in this perfe&ion. And the way to be per. 
fe, is to ſee our want, and to pray to God to make us ſuch, Wee 
have him tyed by a juſt faithfull promiſe to fill the hungry, and to 
heare them that call upon him. 

Further it is ſaid, that Zzcob Ewelt in Tents, not only meaning that 
be was a man brouzhtup to tend catrell, as they did that dwelt in 
Tents, (whereas Eſa was an huntſman firſt,and a ſouldier after,) but 
chiefly that he did not ſer himſelfe to ſeek great poſſeſſions, and faire 
palaces, and houſes in the world, but ſojourned in the land of Cana. 
an, as ina ſtrange countrey, dwelling in Tents with his Father /ſaxc, 
as before him Abraham had done: which thing the Apoſtle taketh 
notice of, as a profeſſion of their being Pilgrims and Strangers upon 
earth, and ſeeking an enduring City, 

So hereare two things obſervable, and imitable in 7aco, one, that 
he gave himſelf torend cattel],and was a very $kilfulland able Shep- 
heard, as appeared after, when he undertooke to tend his Father in 
lawes flocks. 

It is neceſſary that a man have ſome calling, ſome profitable em- 
ployment, by which he 1s able with the common benefir of others to 
maintain his own ſelfe and family, and ro uphold his eſtate, Ir isa 
promiſe, Thou ſhalt eate the /abour of thine hands, Loc, labour muſt get 
our food, elſe we have not the good mans bleſſing : 1# the ſweat of thy 
brow ſhalt thou get thy bread, This is a puniſhment, ſo far as it tendeth 
roinflicd difquietmentand troubleſomeneſſe upon men in thcir [a- 
bours, bur ſo far as it enjoyneth labour, it is not a puniſhment, buta 
precept : Hethattilleth his ground ſhall have bread enough. Tilling of 
ones ground, that is, diligent following of ones honeſt calling is rc- 
quired; and how ſhall a man follow that which he hath not 2 Alſo 
nature teacheth this plainly enough : the contrary alſo is full of dan- 
ger to the ſoule, expoſing a man ro many temptations, and filling the 
heart with noy{ome luſt, and making ir bardcr to eſcape, and to walk 
ina Chriſtian manner of life, Wherefore thoſe that have imitated 
Eſas rather than 7aceb, and bavegivcn themſelves to ſports and vani- 
ty, ſo that they be not able rodoe any thing for their maintenance, il 
need required, have tnuch to anſwer tor before God, and have brought 


| much 
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much miſery on themſelves, in regard they are in greater difficulty 
ofbeing ſaved than other men, in giving Satan and the fleſh anex- 
ceeding great advantage againſt their ſoules : He thar hath no cal- 
ling is in danger to bea follower of idle companions,and the rroupes 
' of fuch perſons leade not inthe way to heaven, Therefore I call up- 
\on all you that are Parents, and all you children that are come to 
yeares of diſcretion, requiring you to be carefull of your childrens 
| education, and to traine them up for ſome due vocation and calling ; 
and youchildren to be obſequious to your Parents in this behalfe, 
yeelding your ſelves to their direfions; and this exhortation 1 
would inforce not only upon the poorer ſort, whoſe belly craveth ir 
| of them, as $#/omon ſaith, bur even on the wealthier ſort too, whoſe 
ſoules I am ſure doe as much crave it of them. For there is no man of | 
reat birth and blood, bur that there is ſome noble ſtudy or other, 
ſome honourable employment, wherein it will be to his honour 
to be skilfull and converſant. Men of place ſhould not need to be 
ſlaves to Dice, and Wine, and Harlots, and Sports, if they would be 
ſervants to God in ſome worthy vocation or other. 

Bat Tacob dwelt in Tents : that is, lived as a Pilgrim or ſtranger, 
profeſiing himſelfan heire of the Promiſe made to Abraham, Though 
we benotall bound to dwell in Tents, and to be Pilgrims in that 
ſence, yet weelſe areall bound to have our hearts withdrawne from 
earthly things, and ſer on heaven, rocount this world and the things 
of it no better than a Tent ora Tabernacle, weake, fickle, anduncer- 
taine, and ſo to carry our ſelves towards it, and to be in it, even as in 
a ſtrange countrey, not as in an habitation ofour owne, in which wee 
meane to ſettle our ſelves. To behave our ſelves in the world as ftran- 
gers, and to the world and things thereof, as to a ſtrange place, 
through which we are travelling to our own country : This is a noble 
thing, a divine, a celeſtiall thing. A moſt remarkable difference be. 
twixta true & a falſe hearted Chriſtian, becauſe one hath rtheright, 
and che other contents himſelfe with countcrfeit goodneſſe, Thus 
did our Lord Iefus Chriſt live ; thus Pas/;thus all the Sainrs;and thus 
arewe commanded to live, evenas Pilgrims and ſtrangers. And it 
ſtands in this, that we make no reckoning of earthly rhings in com- 
pariſon of heavenly, and that we deſire earthly things none other 
way but inorder toheavenly, and uſe earthly things only ſo, as tobe 
furtherances to our earthly beeing, and doe not ſuffer them to fieale 
away our affections from heaven, nor to hinder our diligent and con- 
ſtant-practifing of all thoſe things that doe direQly concerne our 
heavenly eſtate. Thus to minde,notthe things below, bur the things 
above, is a ſure proofe of a man truly enlightned and ſandified, and | 
made conformable to the death and ReſurreQion of our Lord Ieſus | 
Chriſt. Ina word, it ſtands incſteeming all earthly things as vanity | 
and vexation of ſpirit, and uſing them all as furtherances to our ſpi- | 
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rituall well. being, otherwiſe making none account of them art all. | 
For | 
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|dirtand dung. To ſee this fault,isa figne of fome true grace; for the 
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For ſo dotha ſtranger uſe the countrey wherein be travelleth , and | 
all the things and perſons that he doth meer withall therein, Now 


owne ſelves for being ſo far unlike to 7acob in this matter. How farre 
we are fromdwelliog in Tents, and from behaving our ſelves as Pj]. 
grims in the world, is it not more than manifeſt > O how much 
clteeme doewe make of worldly things and perſons 2 how areq x 
hearts ſerupon them > how eagerly doe we follow them 2 how over. 
much doe we rejoyce inthem ! Certainly this argueth a greatdeale 
| of folly. For to miſtake the worth and prices of things, is a ſpecial] 
point of folly; wedoe for the moſt part live like men of the world, 
| thatare not acquainted with any things more excellent than the ya. 
nities of this life : We thinke notof our mortality and uncertainty 
of earthly things, wee have our conſolation 1n earth, rather than 
heaven, 

This worldly mindednefle is to be obſerved, confeſſed, lamented, 
refuſed ; we muſt blame our ſelves for it, as for a great fault, and 
muſt oppoſe it with ſerious meditations,of earth, and heaven, and of 
our mortality, 

We muſt earneſtly pray to God todivorceus from the world, and 
to pull our hearts upward, that we may not be glued as it were tothis 


world will not ſee it tobe a fault, that they are over carneſtly bent 
untothe world ; asthe Fiſh findes it not troubleſome to live inthe 
waters. 

Andnow let me call upon you, tobe heavenly minded hereafter, 
touſethisworld as though you did not uſe it, to ſet it lower than 
ſpirituall graces, and than the hope of heavenly things. A childe is 
wedded to his gawdes fo long as his childiſhnefle prevaileth, but 
when he bath gotten more mature underſtanding, he rejeteth them, 
and mindes other things; ſomuſtwe if wewill ſhew our ſelves to 
be perfe& men in underſtanding. If a maſter ſers his ſervant to gather 
chips, kedoth ir, and ſhould doe it diligently in obedience to his 
maſter ; but till he takes nor the chips for excellent things, but 
reckons of them as of chips : ſo for conſcience ſake to God muſt we 
labour in the world, yet ſtill ſo, thatwe account rhe world as a vaine 
ſhadow, and muſt (hew that we ſo eſteeme ir, by being ſatisfied even 
with a ſma]l portion, if God ſee it fit ro give us no more ; and by be- 
ing well contented if we have food and raiment; yea, and patient 
too, if we be pur to ſuffer need, and want them. 

And ſo much now for 7acebs vertues in generall, He was aper- 
fee? man, and awelt in Tents, Now let us conſider them more par- 
ticularly. 

Firſt, let us ſee his carriage to God. ward, then to men.ward, both 
bimſelfe and others, both thoſe that were neerer to him, and thoſe 


let us make uſe toour ſelves of this great vertue , by blaming our | 


that were further from him, 
Firl, 
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" Firſt then, /;cob had true faith in God, a common grace which 1s 
ſound in all Gods people,and he ſhewed this faith by many cumfort- 
able and worthy fruits of faith ; v:F, theſe which the Story of the 
Bible noteth. 

| Firſt, by his defire ro get the birth- right, and robuy icof his bro. 
|ther whodeſpiſed it, for, if it was a teſtimony of prophannefle and 
unbeliefe in Eſas, to (ell and fleighthis birch-right ; then muſt ir be 
alſo a proofe of holineſle and faith in cob, rodefire it and buy ir. In- 
deed they were both young, and fo 1ac6b gets it ina childiſh way, by 
giving his brother a meſſe of broth on that condition, that he would 
|reſigne upto him all intereſt, right, and ticle unto it that he had, or 
[might have : But yet inthe main matter, /acob beleeved Gods pro- 
miles for the ſpirituall benefits annexed to the birth-righe, elſe he 
would not have ſought it in that manner. Graces worke in men ac- 
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ty which hath them. 
There be certain childiſh and imperfe& expreſſions of grace mix 
ed as it were with the weakneſle of head that is inchildren; yer be 


| theſe true proofes of grace, and ſuch as the Lord accepts for the ſub- 


ſtance of them ; though the weaknefles mixed with them deſerve no 
acceptation ; and for the love of the good, he paſſeth by thoſe weak- 
nefſes. Sure had not 7acob beleeved the promiſes of God concerning 
the land of Canaan, and the reſt, he would never have tooke any care 
of the birth-right; bur in that he doth long for ir,and in ſuch a faſhi- 
on as a young man could doe, contracts for itwith his brother, it ar- 
gues his faith, which cauſed him ſortoeſteeme of it. Indeed it was 
not that bargaine betwixt them that made it his, but Gods promiſe 
before made tohis mother, The elder ſhall ſerve the younger + butthis 
affeQting of it ſhewed that he had been caught by his mother this his 
intereſt; and that he was poſſeſſed with an earneſt defire of getting 
it, which is the firſt fruit of his faith. 

Secondly, he deſired alſo, and highly eſteemed the bleſſing, as is 
ſeen in his condeſcending to his mothers metion of getting it, ac- 
cording to her advice. Here alſoweaknefle diſcovered it ſelfe, but 


nefle, and the fruit of faith is to be allewed , though the corruption 
joyned with it be blame-worthy. 

Indeed, Eſas alſo had adefire of the bleſſing, as appeareth by his 
earneſt cnereaty, and reares to his Father , but yacobs defires looked 
more to ſpirituall things, Eſausto earthly : So, the ones was a fruit 
of fairh in Gods promiſes, the other a fruitof meere naturall love to 
ones ſelfe, by which every man would faine attaine that which hee 
thinkes would prove beneficiall. 

A third note and fruit of 7acobs faith , was his gratefull accepting 
of Gods promiſes, when he appeared tohim in a dreame, as heewas 
going on his way ; for he preſently rooke notice that gs 

there, 
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cording to the ageand ability of diſcretion that is found in the par- 


the defireof attaining the bleſſing, ſhewed ir ſelfc in this weak. | 
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| for his wages, and for his meaneseven inthis world; and notupon his | 


—— 


[by the ſame fruits that areto be ſecn in Tacob, as was before noted. 


| would not havedone, had he not beleeved Gods promiſes to bleſſe 
| him and to encreaſe him, as was told him in his dreame fore. 


| tohim ina dreame, and bad him looke on the Rammes leaping, the 


| was of God that he uſed the meanes of laying pilled flicks in the 
troughes, at the time when the ſtronger catrell went to the Males, 


| miſe, was defirous of this way rather than any'other to receive his 


there, and began to be reverently afte ted towards God,and was cate 
full to ere& the ſtone ſor a Pillar, and ro poure oyle upon ir, which 
was nothing elſe bur a thankfull expreſſion of his faith in Gods pro. 
miſes, which alſocauſed him ro make the Vow following unto Gog, 
as you have it, Gen. 28. 10. totheend. Athankfull and comfortabj: 
receiving of Gods promiſes, being cheared with them,as with things 
moſt certaine, proveth faith tothe promiſe maker, and tothe promi- 
ſes; ſhewing thata man is perſwaded they ſhall be perforined with. 
out faile. 

Further, Zacob ſhewed his faith in making choice of his wayes, 
when Zaban would have him toconrtinue looking to his ſheepe after 
the fourteene yeares of ſervice were paſt for his twodaughters, for he | 
defired to have the ſpotted, ſpeckled, and browne cattel| that ſhould | 
fall aftcr,for his wages : Shewing that he looked to God, whoſe hang 
alone could diſpoſe of this ſo abſtruſe and hidden a thing in the 
courſe of nature. Hee was willing to ſtand to Gods kindnefle ane 
love, rather than to any certain agreement with LZabay; which hce 


mentioned. And therefore he tels his wives, that the Angell came 


Ewes which broughtforth the Lambes ſpotted and grizled, and o it 


Let any man make trial! of the ſame courſe now, and he ſhall not 
finde the ſame ſucceſſe. Such a ſight before the ingendring cartell 
will bardly cauſethe yong tobe ſpotted , bur that he did in faith, as 
having been I gueſle, guided to it by the Angel,which bid him look 
and ſee the cattell bringing forth Lambes and Goats of thar colour, 
And here isa good proofe, when a man can reſt himſelfe upon God 


owne wiſdome, or any ſuch like outward thing. A man would have 
thought this a very uncertaine match, bur 7acob raying on Godspro. 


reward by it, 

Laſtly, he ſhewed his faith in bleſſing the two ſons of 7oſep, yea, 
and all his owne, as a ſenſible declaration to his children that he did 
not make any doubt of their poſſeſſing that Land, according to 
10m Ar covenant with A4braham, and promiſe to himſelfe often re- 
newed, | 

Now brethren, I pray you let us labour to give credit unto that 
which God ſpeaks to us, and reſt upon his go0dneſſe for the gracious 
performance of his faithfull promiſes, which is the roote of all 
graces, and will cauſe us co live holily, if we onceget it con fi rmed 
and ſtrengthened in our hearts ; and letvs labour to ſhew our faith 
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| Letushighlyeſtceme choſe (ignes of his goodnefle, and:meanes 
of attaining his ſpirituall benefits, as Zacob did of his birth-righe. 
Let us make great account of his bleſſing, eſpecially ſpirituall ble(- 
ings in things concerning our ſalvation, whereof rhe Land of pro- 

miſe wasa figure. Letus receive his promiſes with reverend joyful. 

ncfſe aud thankfulnefle : Ler us traſt upon him for our reward of | 
any faitbfull ſervice, in any kinde that we performe, labouring to bee | 
perſwaded thac he will fee us requited abundantly, if men ſhould E 
negled us. 

5 good man muſt truſt ro Gods bleſſing on his Jabours, inthings 
thar depend upon his gracious providence, and the diſpoſition of | 
[chings by it, rather than ro any other courſe wherein his wir may | 
ſceme to make matters more certaine. Let us ſhew our faith by 
truſting alſoon God to bleſſe our children, and by leaving proofes 
even atourdying, that we be mindfullof heaven, and that we make 
oo doubt but God will performe his promifes. If our faich ſhew ir | | 
ſelfe by theſe good effeas, it is true; and wee muſt more and more 
ſceour weaknefle in faith, by the contrary effe&Rs, and more and more | | 
labour to prove the truth and ftrength of irroo, by its more and more | 

| 


producing thoſe and the like eff-&s. 
 Icobalſo ſhewed his faith by running to God when Z/as came 6. 
againſt him, and by praying to God to give his ſonnes favour in the 
fight of the man, and by offering co God when his ſons ſent for him: | 
for to have recourſe to God (till in our needs, and make his name our 
refuge, is an excellent proofe of our faith in his promiſes. | 
Now ſecondly, Tacob was a religious and devout man, that | 2- He wasre- 
was carefull to ſerve the true God, in the true.exerciſes of reli- | 9 
gion, ry appeared in the particular duties of relig1on which hee per. 
ormed. 

Firſt, he was prayerfull, and ready tocall upon Gods name on all 
occaſions ; when his brother Eſa met him, hee preſently framed 
' [bimſelfe tocall upon the name of God, as you have ir, Gen. 32, 9. 
Where is alſo an excellent forme of prayer ; for firſt, he layes downe 
the grounds of his boldnefſe tocome to God in prayer, ſaying, God 
of my Father, that is, thou art my God in Covenant with me, there. 
fore ſeeke I helpe of thee, and T how ſaidſt anto megreturne. as if hee 
ſhould ſay, I have thy word of Commandement and promiſe guid- 
ing me to this journey, thercfore I ſecke to thee, 

And ſecondly, hee humbleth and abaſeth himſelfe before God, 
3 unworthy any benefit , ſaying, 7 am lefſethan the leaff, gc. Then 
he makes his requeſt, Deliver me I pray thee, &c. and confirmes it 
by the greatnefle of the danger, and bis inability ro ſave himſelfe, 
procuring great feare, Whom I feare, ec. and next, from the pro. | 
miſemadeunto him, Thos ſaidſt. 

Loe here, a ſweer patterne for our prayers to God whenwe feare | 
any crofle, | 
FO Ee ES _ Firſt, | 
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b * Firſt, remember che Covenant and promiſe of God, and de-| 
clare rhe miſery , then humble our ſelves in accnowledgement of 
our pawarthineſle. So make our ſuirs boldly, and make our moane 
to God of our dangers, and feares, and belpleſneſſe; and apaine 
urge bim with his promiſes, Had not 74ceb becn accuſtomed to 
pray,hce cauld not have ſallicited the Lord after this manner, in this 
extremity. : 

Againe, inthe end of the ſame Chapter, when Chriſt appeared 
unto him inan humane likenefſe, ver.24. He wraſtled with him all| 
night for a bleſſing, and would nar give over till he had a promiſe 
from him; though beweng limping away, tbe Angel giving bim ſuch | 
a cruſh an the hollow of his chigh in wraſtling, as made him drayy his | 
legs after him, by the diſlocation, or dif-joynting of his hip bane, 
it may ſceme itwaxthrougb the ſhrinking of rhe finow which had 
that bang in the ſocket. 

Ab, it is an excellent thing, as it were to wreftle with God, | 
and though hee ſeeme angry with us, and ready to lame us and| 
mime ys, as yet ſtill ramindequr ſelves of hispromiſes, and con. | 
tinue fervent and conſtant in prayery, tillat laſt bee pleaſe toanſwes 
us and make us know that wee ſhall provaile with him. If 1446 had 
nat been adevout man, well scilled incalling upon Gods name, hee 
could never have maintained in his heart ſuch an invincible reſo. 
lutian as this, [will zet let thee goe till thow blefſe me, even then, when 
inſtead of bleffing he had ſuch a wrench as might ſeewe rather to 
teſtifie anger againſt bis importunity, thea any minde to yeeld 
unea it. 

Againben he was to ſend Beyjawinunto ZBgypr,Geyy3. 14. He 
fallowed him with his prayers,ſaying, Gad 4imgbty grant you favew 
before the Man, that he may ſend away your brother, and Benjamin. You 
muſt got thinke that hee contented himſcife with this Chortejeeu-| | 
lation, buthe made his requeſt ro God for this great thing inmore 
words and oftner. 
Nay "oh ſee Iecob was a prayerfull man ; this is one pat of religi- 
OULNCLICs | 
' Othatmeecouldbeeprayarfull > O that wee could alfa make 
Gods name our refuge tall times > which they thar doe not, can| 
'bardly take apy true comfoxt in their eſtate, nor account thenlulves;| 
jure Fraclites; and thoſethardoe, ſhew themſelves ta bee guided| 
with tho ſame Spiritthat iP : Elpecially ler us learne to wrelile| 
with God, reſolving tocentinye carpet and importpeto, andra| 
take pongy in begging for the perſarmanceof his promiſes , and for| 
bis bleſſing , though we ſeeme togainegoching, burthac the Lotd 
carries a ſhem of baingapgyy withus, at length wee (hall prevaile 
if wee continue fervent, and refuſe to. give over, as. our Lowallo 
reacherh by his Pajables inthe Goſpell, ofa childe, a friend, apdthc 
| | poore Widdow towards the unjuſt Iudge. PD | 
gain, 
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| Againe, you ſhall ſee aco6vowing a vow to God, Chap. 28, 20, 
21, verſes, the ſumme of which is this, that .if God would provide 
him ncceſſaries, and preſc.rve him ſafely 1n his returne home to bis 
Fathers, he wonld 1, make God his God, by adhering to him, and 
worſhipping him alone, and nor imbracing any falſe God, whereof 
the world was every where full in thoſe dayes. 

Secondly, That the Pillar ſhould bee Gods houſe; that is, a 
place of publike worſhipping God , where hee would opcnly and 
ſolemnly ſerve him, with prayers, ſacrifices, andall fit ſervices. 

And laſtly, that he would give his tenth ro God, of all that God 
ſhould give him. Loe, you muſt learne the uſeof a vow, which is 
required in the'Pſalme, Yow andpay to the Lord, 

A vow isa binding ones ſelfe inan oath to God, to doe ſome law- 
full thing which is in his power, that he may the bercer attaine to 
his ſuics. And the uſe of ir is,in atfiRions to confirme our faith for 
the attaining of Gods help, or in proſperity to teſtifie our trhankful- 
neſſe fora benefit. Let us be cautelous what we vow, and let us as 
need and occaſion ſhall offer, make vowes to God, eſpecially the uſe 
of a vow may be to tie our ſelves from things otherwiſe lawfull, thar 
bave been occaſions of fins tous, or to quicken us to ſuch good du- 
ties as we finde our ſelves moſt ſlack in : only take heed of vowing 
xa(ſhly, and vowing perpetually any thing, but what we be bound un- 
to by duty: for it is not unfit to binde our ſelves to needfull and com- 
manded things by a vow, as here Zacob voweth that God ſhall bee 
his God. 

I fay therefore, uſe vowes as juſt occaſion ſhall ſerve, but not 
baſtily, nor in paſſion, for ſuch vewes likely prove miſchievous. 
And eſpecially be carefull to doe the things vowed, thar is, to make 
God your God, ſticking cloſe to him, and abhorring all forreine 
gods, And ſeeing now the danger is not fo grear, a running after 
heatheniſh falſe gods, beware of going after thoſe heart-Idsls, plea- 
ſure, profir, credit, eaſe. Make not the belly your God, by loving 
riches, wealth, good fare, &c. more than God, and caring for theſe 
things more than for the favour and honour of God. 

Theſe bee the meſt dangerous Idols of our times, many a man 
that abhorres to worſhip an Image , a Saint, an Angel, doth 
yet worſhip Mammon, and make the world his God ; take 
beed of this Idolatry, labour to know, love, feare, truſt in, obeF 
God, to remember him, to chooſe him, 8c. to give him that 
whole, and inward fpirituall, moſt needfull , moſt acceptable 
_P of the heart, which ſhall not ceaſe to be worſhip even in 

eaven. 

The other Commandements continue in force during this life, 
of praying, reading, hearing, Sacraments, no uſe in heaven of 
oath, vowes, and ſuch a manner of ſanRifying Gods name as 
now, in heaven there is no uſe. Sointhereſt : 
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| 


| good way of being bettered by Gods Ordinances. 


— 


| But to know, love, feare, delight in, obey, there 15 alwayes uſe, and 
make God your God in this manner. 


ſervice and worſhip, That you have provided to your hands: I need | 
but requeſt to keep it in handſome and decent faſhion, to maintaine 


it comelily as beſeemeth Gods houſe, not as if it were a barge or 
ſome aut-houle. 


not meane thathe would ſet aparta place for publique worſhip and 


| let them aske their conſciences, Why ſhould nor this example 


Againe, prepare God an houſe, let him havea place of publique 


Former times you ſee built goodly and faire houſes for God : will 
not you keep them fairely, 8: ſo, thar they ſhall be {wecr,and dry,and 
fightly, not in ſuch plight that would bring the imputarion of baſe. 
nefſe npon your ſelves, ifany of your houſes ſhould lie ſo? Can you 
be at coſt ro adorne and furniſh your owne houſes, and not Gods > 
Foraſſure your ſelves, theſe places ſeparated for religious meetings 
be Gods houſes ſacred tohim, dedicated, aſſigned, given rohim,hee 
hath intereſt into them. Ifan Idols-Temple be an Idols-Temple, 
that is, ſuch an houſe as an Idoll hath intereſt in, and is ſacred with a 
falſe and unholy kinde of ſacredneſle, ſure then a Church to God} 
is Gods Church, and ſuch a thing as he is interefled into, and is ſa. | 
cred with a true and reall ſacrednefſe : Mine houſe ſhall be called an 
honſe of prayer to all nations. Loe,an houſe of prayer, that 1s, of pub. 
lique worſhip (a part for the whole) and this houſe Gods houſe, and 
that among all Nations. VWeuld you wiſh a clearer proofe for the 
warrantof Churches and their ſacredneſlſe > but what availes it to 
keepa Church handſome if you frequent it not 2 O thercforecome 
to Gods houſe, frequent the publique worſhip there performed. 
The meaneſt ſervice done amongſt us,if it be but reading of a Chap- 
ter,is more noble (becauſe nor ſo typicall) than the killing of a 
beaſt : Come therefore ro Gods houſe conſtantly; ſare :cob did 


not come neare it, but thathis care ſhould be there roworſhip God. 

O that you would all come frequently to Gods houſe forconſci- 
ence andlove > Atleaſt, O that the Officers would compellthem 
by teare, whom goodnefle cannor bring > that ſo they may bee in 


But Tacob vowes to give the tenth of all that God ſhould give 
him, to God , even to the maintaining his publike worſhip in 
that place, for Gods worſhip will bee coſtly. Himſelfe per- 
fonally can receive nothing , but by giving it to his worſhip, 
and the places, and things, and perſons that belong to his worſbip, 
it 15 given tohim, Ifthere beany amongſt you, that thinkes exam- 
ples of holy writ to binde him , as it ſeemes ſome doe in other| 
things, where the matter is ſuch as will put them to no great coſt, 


binde them as well as any other example > Thar ir ſhould bec 
atypicall, ceremoniall, and temporall ordinance, to:ive God tithe 


of all wee have ; I could never yer heare any reaſon of any torce: 
Some 
anne 
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Some doe traine their wits to fiade out a kinde of ſhadow in ir, and 
cell what it may Ggnific ; bur the Scripture, for ought I know, doth 
not give any notice of any ſuch thing. You fee it was the uſealore 
the Leviticall prieffhood, and- theretore it is nota thing depending 
'npon the Lcviticall priefthood : May, the Apoſtle makes mention 
\ofiras a ehing due to the crernall pric {thood of Melchifedet, There 
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fore why ſhould any man thinke his conſcience bound by any Goiiic 
Example, and not by this > But to me it ſcemes plaine, thar 44ra- 
h.mrand Tacob would never have obſerved this portion 1n mealutiog | 
| {outtheſepaimeats to Gall, if they had not conceived ita perpetual 
and a naturall duty, Ir is ſurely a morall precept to honour God 
| [withourgoods, and by bringing preſents to him. Seeing theſe holy 
meathought ir ft to grane God fo liberall a portion, why ſhould 
| wenot thinke him worthy as much > Bur if you cannot bring your 
ſelves to rhinke that ſo much is due to God; yet I hope youwill 
make your ſelves beleeve, that ſurely ſomething muſt bee due to 
God, and that in aliberall quantity. For God is worthy to bee ho- 
noured with our goods, I trow,as much now as ever : and doe we ho- 
nour him if we bring him no preſent, no gift > will you therefore be 
ſomewhat liberall ro God > will you binde your (elves by vow 2 ar 
without vow freely dedicate ſome good part of your ſubſtance to 
God, and as God bleſſeth you, lay ftill aſide fomerhing (if you di- | 
ruſt God ſo mach, as you thinke He will not reward ſuch a quantity 
as the Tenth, why then with a ninth, or an eighth, or a ſeventh, ora| 
fifth, with ſomething I ſay, that ſhall ſhew,you are deſirous toobey 
every Commandement, and ſo to prove your ſelves ſincere to God, 
Surely to marke how God proſpersa mans Jabour , and then to bee 
conftant in laying aſide a good portion for God ; this ſhall be uone 
of mine, it ſhall be Gods, ready ar hand for pious uſes, to keep up, | 
and beautifie Gods houſe, to further Gods worſhip any way, and ro 
relieve the poore members of . Chriſt, would make you lorich in 
200d workes, and fo increaſe your liberality by exerciſe, as would | 
undoubtedly pull a rich leffing upon you, and cauſe you to have in: | 
tereſt into the bleſſing of having your prayers torunne over with in- 
creaſe, 

Shew your ſelves liberall tro God, and be good 7arvzs; elſe,he that 
i$a Niggard to God, and will honour him indeed with his lips, not 
with his goods, gives others reaſon tothinke, though himſelfe be fo 
full or ſelf-love, that hewill nor think ſoof himſelte that he honours | 
him only with his lips. 

If any fay, his ſtate is ſo poore that he cannot, I anſwer. 

God hath propounded rhis as a meanes to get riches ; and the 
poore man hath no reaſon to thinke that Gods meanes will bee una- 
vailleable. 

But a poore neceſfitous man that is faine to liveof the bounty 


much whar of others, muſt not be a rule for thoſe that have better } 
| E C 3 eſtates, | 
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The Example of © H'AP.26, 


eſtates, I am verily perſwaded, thatone great cauſe of many a Chrj. 
ſtian mans poverty,ts this ; he: honours not God with his riches ang 
why ſhould God make him rich 2 If we ſee a man notto honour 
God with his wit and ſtrength, and then God deprive him of wit and 
ftrevgth ; Doe we not readily impure this crofle tothe deſert of that 


| fin> and why arewenor induced to conclude, God doth nor proſper 


this man in his eſtate, becauſe he did not honour God with his eſtate? 
And ſomuch for 7acobs devotion in vowing, and the things vaiwed, 

Now he worſhipped God alſo by ſacrifice , and performed his 
vow to God at laſt. Ger. 35. 3. [will make an Altar nnto God at Be. 
thel, who anſwered me in the day ef my diſtreſſe, and was with mein the way 
which Iwent, by which it is to be thought, that Zaceb prayed in his 
journey, when he was benighted in the way, and that dreame jag 
Gods anſwer to his prayer :and ver.7. He builded an Altar, and called 
it EI Bethel. Now this Altar was nor without ſacrifices, and a pub. 
like profeſſion of Gods whole worſhip : Hemade Goda houſe, and 
began there to ſettle the publike worſhip of God according to his 
vow. Indeed it wasa weakneſle in him to ſtay ſolong, till God was 
faine to put him in minde, both by a ſore croſle, and by a Viſion of 
going tO Bethel for this end ; but he was religious, and kept his Vow 
at laſt. O lerus keep our vowes, let us offer ſpirituall facrifices of 
prayers, praiſes, contrite hearts, our owne ſelves, almeſdeeds, and fo 
ſhew our ſelves right Iſraelites, or Iacobites. 

Laſtly, his devotionſhewes it ſelfe in his religious taking of an 
oath himſelfe to Laban, and miniſtring it to his ſon 7oſeph, as you ſee 
Gen, 31.53. Heſware by the feare of Iſaac, he was carefull rokeephim 
to the true God, and ſwearing by him, and that ſeriouſly, and on a 
juſt occafion, not lightly and vainly; and Gey, 47.29. Hedidmoſt 
religiouſly miniſter an oath to 7oſeph, ro bury him in the Land of 
Canaan, (a typeof heaven,) as Abraham had done to his ſervant be- 
fore, making him pur his hand under his thigh; of which I cannot 
give you acertaine and infa]lible reaſon, whether the geſture wereto| 


| ſhew ſubjeion tohim to whom he ſwore,or reſpe& tothe promiſed 


ſcedthat was to come out of thoſe loynes : I cannoraſſure you, bur 
I pray you learne to reverence an oath by this Example, and to 
uſe itupon dueand weighty occaſions, and in a due and reverend 
manner. 

We lay ourhands often on the booke,and it is our accuſtomed ſo- 
lemnity, and avery fitones by which you may ſee thar it is no fault 
or ſin touſe ſome ſolemnities in Gods worſhip, not commanded, nor 
ſo muchasexemplified; foran oath is Gods worſhip, and no man| 
yet queſtioned the lawfulneſſe of that ſolemnity, in taking an oath. 


| | fay we Jay ourhandsoften on the book with little conſideration of | 


that God by whoſe namewe ſwearc, But the not fearing of an oath 15 
alleadged aspart of thedeſcription of an ungodly man ; ſee there-| 
fore that you take heed of profane ſwearing. - 

e 


| Gen. Facob. GH Aa?;26.- 
| He wasalſo carefull togivethankes to God for benefits received, 
ropraiſe him, and continue the remembrance ofhis goodneſſe, that 
had ſo favoured him in the place where he appeared ro him: He ſet up 
the fone for a Pillar, awd poured ole wpon it; (which was nothing elſe but | 
| a ſolemne thankſgiving) and after,when God appeared to him again | 
at Bethel, He ſet ap a Pillar, and poured oyle upon it, This was toperpetu. 
arethe remembrance of the thing, at leaſt to bring ir ro his owre 
mindeand his childrcns, which were after to inherire the Land and 
ro ſhew his thankfull minde to God, in offering that oyle, and that 


—_— 
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nefſe cohim. 

Theſe kinde of ceremonies we have not cauſe touſe, bur a careful] 
tirring upof Gods benefirs in our mindes, and thankfull acknow- 
[edgement of his goodnefle we muſt ever performe. So he called the 
place Pexiel, where God appeared tohim in his wraſtling, and 2M 


theſe things were proofes of a minde defirous ro bee perpetually 
mindfull of Gods benefits, that by them be might be ſtirred up to a 
more carefull obedience of his Commandements. 
 Laftly, Jacobwas obedient to God, ready toberuled by him in the 
courſe of his life, as appeareth in two things principally, vzs, his re- 
turne from Padar Aramto Canaan; for ſofoone as God appeared un. 
tohim, commanding his returne, by and by he returned, and when 
loſeph his ſon had ſent for him, hewould nor leave the Land of Cana- 
an, untill he had conſulted with God, and been warned by him ina 
dreame to goe up, and then went he up : Indeed Zaxcots whole life 
was a patterneofducifull obedience unto God. 
Let us learne by his example to give our ſelves obediently unto 
God in all things, and to beruled by him in every thing, after the di- 
reions of the holy Word, as Zacob was in theſe particulars, by the 
Dreames in which God appeared unto him. 
And ſo much for 7acobs vertues in reſpec © 
of himſelfe. : 
He was an humble man,as appeareth in his prayer to God before, 
when he confeſſerh, that he is Leſſe than the leaſt of all his mercies: mean- 


| 
f God. Now in reſpe 


even the meaneſt, 

Itis a worthy grace to ſee ones owne unworthineſle of any good 
thing, and tobe ſo meane in his owne conceit, that hee challengeth | 
nothing of deſert. 

Humility is inthe Angels and blefſed Spirits; when they pre- 
ſent themſelves before God, they fall downe before him,and account 
themſelves unworthy his benefits : for that which bath ics originall 
from nothing, meercly by the pleaſure of another, cannot bur bee 
baſe and contemptible in compariſon of that from whence it came ; 
and ſo ſtands the caſe betwixt God and allcreatures : Wherefore, 


wine in teftimony of his joyfull acknowledgement of Gods good. | 


hanaims, when the Hoſt of God appeared to him ; and the like. All | 


Ing, that be is uaworthy the ſmalleſt of them, and had not deſerved 
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| Of his brother, whom hegreatly feared. 


they ought to be poſſeſicd with the ſence of this diſtance berwixe 
Ged and them, ſoas to efteeme themſclves nothing in compariſon 
of bim, and as 7acob bere expreficth it; than which, wee cannur con. 
ceive a better expreſlion, Leſſe than the leaſt of ail his mercics, This hu- 
mility will make one thankfull for mercies, and caretull to uſe them 
well, and able meekly to part with them, and fo fit toenjoy them, 
This humility pleaſeth God exceedingly, becauſe it fitteth the crea. 
ture for that end, to which God did principally looke in creating 
him, even toglorifie his Creatour, See thac you get it, and increaſe | 
it continually ; harbour lowly thoughts of your ſelves, goe to God 


mercy, not at all truſting 1n your ſelves, or in any thing that is in 
your ſelves. The more one can diſavow his owne worth, and Ri! 
build his prayers, and hopes on Gods mercies, the more pleaſing to 
God are both himſelfe and his ſervices, | 

Secondly, 7ac0b was a man contented witha little, a ſmall portion 
of outward things would ſatisfic him: therefore when he vowes to| 
God, he doth nor aske great matters, but Bread to cate, and raiment to| 
put on, This contentedneſle of minde is a worthy and rare grace, it 
ariſerh partly from humility, partly from a right underſtanding of| 
the nature of theſe earthly things, and an holy advancement of ſpirit 
in thedefire of heavenly things, and it helps much to that right tran- 
quility of minde, in which the greateſt of mans happineſſe doth | 
conſiſt, and ſtrengthens the ſoule againſt all unjuſt and ſinfall meanes 
of getting riches, and diſpoſeth a man to liberality and mercy to 
others ; roeate tothecontentation of his ſoule, is better than to fare 
excceding daintily and plentifully without contentation. To have 
enough, and know when one hath enough, is better than all abun- 
dance that canbe attained. Blame your ſelves, that a littlewill nor 
give you content, but you are ſtill greedy of more, though you have 
already food and raiment in abundance. 

Follow S. Par!s precepr, and 7acobs example ; you muſt take pains 
often with you ſelves, to ſettle your hearts in this contenration, elſe 
itwill not be gotten, for mans corrupr nature makes him unſatiable, 
Bur he that can place his whole happineſſe in God, will ſoone bee 
able to ſtay his defires in a few other things, even in food and rai- 
ment, 

Further, 7acob was a prudent, diſcreet man, and knew how to carry 
himſelfe fitly for the avoiding ofdanger, as may be ſeene in his be- 
haviour towards his brother Eſa, when he came againſt him fall of 
wrath and fury, to revenge himſelfe for his ſuppoſed wrong, 1n get- 
ting from him his birth-right, and his bleſſing, 

For firſt, hedivided his family intotwo parts, ſaying, 1/Eſar come 
and ſmite the one company, theother ſhall eſcape. 

Secondly, He prayed earneſtly to God to ſave him from the hands 


Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, be preſenteth him with a large preſent,and ſer a ſpace be- 
ewixt drove and drove, commanding them to anfwerhis brother with 
all ſubmiſnefſe ; ſaying when they ſhould be asked, Whoſe aretheſe 
lefore thee ? They be thy brother Iicobs, It is a preſent ſent ro my Lord 
Eſan,and he is behindeus : and fo the ſecond and the third,and all that 
followed the droves, faying, will pacifie him with a gift that goeth be 
fore me, and afterwards, 1 will ſce hi face, peradventare he will accept of 
2c, and then, having wraſtled with God, 'Chap. 32. he ſaw his bro- 
{ther comoaing, and divided bis children to Leah and Rachel, and the 
[young maidens, and ſerting the hand maides firſt, then LZea/, then 

Rachel, iimſclfwent before them, and fell on theground ſeven times, 
arid did obeiſance, and ſocaufed the handmaids and his wives to do 
[the like, and ſoby his ſubmiſſive carriage he -pkcified his brothers 
1nger, and God working with his prudence, found him exceeding 
kinde and loving : and when he would have gone before him, excu- 
feth himſelfe by the pace of the young Infanrsand cartell, he avoid- 
j<d his company, and by preſſing cauſed him to receive the gift, and | 
{invery modeſt manner refuſed the traine which his brother left with } 
him,and eſcaped his hands. So he proved that tobe true, which after 
Solomon told, T hat a gift inthe boſome pacifieth great wrath, Prov.21.14. 
And agift is as aprecious ſtone in the eyes of himthat hath it, and it proſper- 
eth whetherſorver it goeth, Eccleſ, 10.4. Yeelding pacifieth great off ences. ; 
Thus 7acobcarried himſelfe prudently, and eſcaped his brothers fu. 
ry. Let us learne of 7acob,by liberality and ſubmiſliveneſſe to appeaſe 
the fury ofunreaſonable men : We muſt net yeeld ſo far as ro fin, 
butto yeeld in all meek and lowly geſtures even to worthy men, is 
nota fin buta vertue. So likewiſe Bribery is naught, thar is, to ſeek 
toturne a Governour from juſticeby gifts,and hire him rodowrong; 
but by gifts to pacifie an angry man, and hire him to forbeare fin- 
ning, that is a lawfull uſe of gifts, and topraGiiſe liberality in ſo due 
a ſcaſon, toredeeme the life - the goods, and to make them quiet 
that were inraged, isa very good thing. 
Seaſonable fiooping,and ſeaſonable bounty be fruits of prudence, | 
and by ſuch meanes to ſave our ſelves froin danper, is a part of wiſ. 
|domeand diſcretion. The like prudence 7acob praRtiled towards the 
Egyptian Lord whom he thought to be offended; not knowing that 
itwas his ſon Zoſeph, for whenthey were tohave Benjamin in before 
him,he wiſhed them to takea preſent with their, ahd double money 
in their hands, that they might preverit all occaſion of diſtaſte, in re- 
ſpe& ofthe money that was in his fackes mouth, Gev. 43.11, 12. 

We muſt pray to God togive us the like wife diſcretion, that we 
may carefully uſe all fir meanes to aſſwage wrath, attd ſo by Gods 
bleſſing upon our diſcreet care, may free our ſelves from evill. But 
ſtubbornneſſe, and niggardlinefle, and a kindeof ſowre ſtanding up- 
on our right or innocency, that it may carry a ſhew of courage and 
reſolution, is yet indeed a fruit of folly and ſelf-conceir, 


Further, 
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4 Hee was Further, Zaceb was a paintull and induſirions perton, tor when hee 
paintulland | came tO Padan Aram, and met with the Shepheards, and with Rache! 
induſtrious: | ,mming with her Fathers flocks, be advifted them concerning the 
ordering of their cattel], and himſelfe rouled away the ftone from 
the Wells mouth, and watred Rache/s ſheepe. Chap. 29.8, 9, r0.| 
and afterwards, he abode in Zabars houſe ſor a moneth, hee did nor 
live idly there, but behaved himſelte fo painfully and ferviceably, 
that Laban himſelfe made him offer of wages, ſaying, Thou ſhalt ng; 
ſerve we for nought: ſothat Laban found him a painful and ferviceable 
man, which made him willing to entcrtaine him, Burt cſpecially 
when he had undertaken the carc of his Father in Lawes ſheepe, x: 
ſerved him with all his might, as he tels his twowives, Chap, 31, 6. 
Which alſohealleadgeth to Zabars ſelfe, In the day the drought conſy. 
med me, andthe froft by night, and ſleep departed from mine eyes, Chap,zr, 
40. You ſee, that he was not idle, careleſle, and fluggith, but very 
diligent and laborious. 4, | 
Diligence and | Herein we muſt imitate him, every man in his place, The diligent | 
paictuln-feis | hand maketh rich, ſaith So/omon, And he that tilleth his ground, ſhall be ſq. 
commendable. | 2; #:with bread, end thegood man ſhall eate the labour of his hands,But on | 
the other part, \lothfulneſle, idleneſſe, loytering,are diſgraced in the 
booke of God, and miſery and want is threatned as a puniſhment 
againſt them, They ſhal be clothed with razs, and ſhall havewant enoneh: 
and T he way ofthe ſlothfull is like athornie hedge , Neill full of pricking þ 
oriefes and croſſes. 

Wherefore now betake your ſelves toall painfulneſſe in your Yo. 
cations, and be-not weary of wel-doing ; This diligence hath the 
promiſe of a bleſſing, and ſhall have the performance. Ir helpetha. 
gainft vices, by name, againſt pride, and maketh the ſoule humble, 
only ſo, that inordinateneſſe and excefſe through love of outward 
things doe not corrupt and putrifie it. How diligent alſo was Saint | 
Paul in his calling 2 and how are the ſervants commended for dili- 
gent imploymenr in their Taſents > and the good houſewife for her 
labours ; and contrarily, the ſlothfull ſervant is rated and puniſhed 
by loſing his Talent, and being caft into utter darkneſſe. 

« _—_ Laſtly, Zacob wasalſo juft in his dealings with all, for when Laban 
juſt in his purſued him, as ifhe had been a theefe, he bids him ſearch among all 
— with | his goods, if hecould find any thing there that was his,and when no- 
, thing was found there unjuſtly gotten, he is bold to chide with L«-| 
bax for purſuing him in that violent manner, Gey. 31. 37, and 
when the money was returned back in his ſons ſacks mouthes, be not 
knowing how it came thither, wifheth them to returne itback, leſt 
ir might bean overſight. Loe, he would not make advantage of an 
overſight, but that which was anothers or might be, he was careful! 
torcturne unto the right owner, and that though ir might ſeem 1 
ſhew an caſic matter to keep it, Letus learne rizhteouſneſſe of h1M, 


take not any other mans goods,keep not that which is not your mw 
ut 


dt tn Sa 


[hut give every One his owne , and take to your felves that and only 
chat which is your owne, the contrary whereto is theft before God, 
choavgh we can conceale it from men. 
The Law of nature commandeth us 7's doe as we world be done nmto, | Lxed cibi fri 
and every mans heart within tels him, that he expeRts all juſt dealing oY ; 
from other men, and therefore cannot but finde fantrwicth thoſe char 
ſhall uſe any unrighteoufnefle towards him. Ler us not negle&t the 
plaine direQions of naturall light; and though a man may fappoſe F 
that the Bread of deceit and other unjuſtice # ſweete, yet So/omen faith, 
It ſhall prove bat gravel in the month, a thing troubleſome and unſa- 
vaury. Yea Sotoman ſaith, The riches gatten by lying, ave but waindy tof- 
ſedta endfroof thens that feek death; and that, Tho decehfull man ſhall | 
at r04ft. what he tooke in hunting : andehat, dn inhoitance may be ha- 
faly gotten at the beginning, but the latter end thereof ſhell not be bleſſed, 
far be that getteth goods, and not by night, ſhall lraue them inthe midſt of 
his dates, and in his end ſhellprove afoels, Wherefore, that we may at- 
raine the blefing af Gad.upon oureſtares, lerus purtaway all kindes | 
of unrighteouſneſle; eſpecially take we heed that we doenor take 
our advantage uponather mens overſightsor imperfeQions, by mil. 
reckanings, falſe meaſures, or any kinde ofcncroaching. If one leave 
[iganotbers hand: any: thing and forger, ler nor his forgerfulneffe 
cauſe bina to take it as hizawne. If oac tendus,and take no wirenefle | 
az ſceurity, letnot his inabilicy to: prove the debr make us bold ro| 
detaine it. Lex aotihe love of riches and immoderate deſire of gain 
ſoblinde our eyes, as tomakenusunableto perceive the unequalnefſe 
and finfulnefſeafaureour 


fe, nov yet fo harden our hearts and dull 
qunconfſcicnces, that we fhauld be emboldened againſt onr know- 
kdgetocntichour ſelves by fuck devices. 
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S803 king of their Parcne, | 
Iitbeſaid, howif Parentwwilberoffe their children incheir affe- | 
Gions > TI anſwer. | | 

Thewonld is full ofexamples, bywhich: it is manifoft; thatmany- 
come together in greathcate of love, and: within # YEE 
o| 
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Cru. | The Example of Cua 26. 


Parevrs are 
] bound to pro» 
vide fit yoake- 
fcllowes for 
"their children, | 


ſo troward,ditcontented, and careleſle cither of orher,as none canhbe | 
more. And againe,others come together with diſcretion,not in ſuch 
vehemency of Love, and their hearts afrerwards doe cleave 'each ro 
other in fingular love and deernefſſe. Therefore it would become a 
childe to crofle his affection, rather than his Parents. 
But what if Parents will force their Children either not ar all to 
{ marry, or elſe to marry with ſuch as are unfit for them, in regard of 

Age, Religion, and inreſpeR of evident deformities of Body or gif. 

orders of Life. 

Tanſwer : 
I know no ſuch unlimited authoritic granted to Parents, as to 
compell their children upon inconveniences in any of theſe reſpeas, 
Parents are bound to render fit yoake-fellowes to their Children, as 
God did to Adam: elſe the Children in not following their advice do 
| forbeare to be ruled, not by their authority, but by their luſts, For 
if Parents may not provoke their Children to wrath leſt they be diſtonra. 
zed, ſurely they may not thruſt them upon other milſeries and di- 
ſtempers. ' 

But what muſt be done in ſuch a caſe > I anſwer: | 
By patience and long ſuffering, and intreaty of common friends, 
and like meanes, the Children muſt ſecke ro win their Parents to} 
reaſon ; which if they cannor doe, they muſt referre themſelves to 
the Governours, Magiſtrates, or Miniſters: and if theſewill not, or 
by the Lawes cannor provide for their help, they muſt even follow 
the advice of vertuous and wiſe Friends and Neighbors. 

But ſuppoſe that in ſuch caſe the Parents frowardneſle be ſuch 
that they will not yeeld to reafon,and that they will rather drivetheir 
Children to an inconvenient match, or yeeld their good liking to 
none,what muſt the childe doe then > ” 

I anſwer : 

If God vouchſafe that gift he muſt forbeare Marriage, eſteemin 
| himſclfe called of God tothe ſingle life: Butif hee cannot by af 
good wayes ſo farre overcome himſelfe, bur chat his minde is con- 
| quered by deſires of Marriage, hee hath a plaine rule from S.Pas! : 
It is better to marry thay to burne, Yea,but then the Parents diſpleaſure 
followes, and lofle of ſuch meanes or portion as elſe he might 
have had. | 

I anſwer : 

Every good Chriſtian muſt reſolve to take up his crofſe and fol- 
low Chriſt; therefore I require you ſonnes that have nor troden in 
[acobs ſteps for this matter, ro behumbled for ir wich true and hear- 
ty repentance. Sinne will hazard a good man to ſome ſeverity of 
puniſhment ( I meane that of knowne finnes, ſuch as a man doth, 
or would bee carefull might underſtand to bee. finnes) untill par- 
ticular repentance come betwixr, ro ſtop or remove that ſame; but 


whena manhath and doth conveniently at fit times humble Os 
or 


= 
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for a fault, it ceaſeth to make him liable to cemporall evils, further 

| then they be needfull ro increaſe and make vp what would be want- 

ing in his repenrance, and he that will at Gods reproofe curne unto || 

him in humiliation and amendment, (hall fade the Lord a gracious 

| Father, and ſuch a one as will not proceed to ſmarting correRions, if 

loving and carneſt admonitions may prevaile. 

Againe, all you children to whom God hath vouchſafed ſuch Pa. 
rents as have dealt wiſely and mildly wich you in this matter, pre- 
ſeating unto you fit yokefellows,and ſuch againſt whom no excepti- 
on might be juftly made, or have yeelded you to your owne choice, 
and that hath ſo guided you roo, that you have pleaſed your Parents 
(in your matches, and ſo with good will and approbation on both 
ſides have entred into this eſtate, be you thankfall ro God that bath 
ordered this affaire ſo properoully for you,and rake heed of aſcribing 
this comfort ro your owne wit and goodnefle, withour giving the 
whole honour to God, that gave the wir, and the goodnefſſe, and the 
ſucceſſe, withour whoſe favourable providence, neicher wir, nor 
goodneſſe would have brought the bulineſle, 
| Tf benefits be perverted to nourith our good conceits of our 
ſelves , nor tocncreaſe our thankes and praiſes ro God, they be but 
unſanRified benefits, ſuch as art laſt will make our Rate more miſe- 
rable than the want o. them would have done, | 

Bur all you young, and yet unmarried folke, looke to your 
ſelves, pray to God ro ſubdue your paſſions to reaſon, and both ro 
| your Parents; take norice it 1s your duty to give this honour to 
your Parents, and reſolve that by Gods aſfſiftance you will per. 
forme 1k. 

Hearken to no enticements, let no beauty or other allurement 
winne ground upon your hearts, but ſtill keepe your ſelves free 
and in fic caſe ro continue durifull obſervers of the fifth Com. 


mandement. | 
Butwe have another Superiour with whom Zzcob had occaſion at 2 ew _ 
| | peCciverto is 
laſt ro deale, viF. Laban, - rn 
Firſt, An Vncle. 


Secondly, A Maſter. 
' Thirdly, A Father in Law. 
See how well Zacob carried himſelfe to Zabar in all theſe reſpe&s. 
I. As hewas an Vncle, before he enrred into the other relations, 
he lived ſo lovingly avd painfully with him in his houſe for the ſpace 
of a moneth rogether, that Zabarns ſelfe was both willing to give him 
ſome due wages and allowance for his ſervice, which of his owne ac. 
cord he offered himſelfe ro doe, and alſowhcn motion was made of | 
giving him Rachel did willingly accepr the motion,yea pur the other | 
upon him roo againſt his will, whereby it is evidenr, that he behaved 
not himſelfe io, as ro be a cumber and burdento the family, but was 
belpfull troit : This was very commendable in him, that he carried | 
E= Ff | himfelfe _ 


3. He crave] 
his good will 
to mairy his 
daughter, 


4. T coke pa- 
ticntly the 
wrong thart he 
{offered him, 


Gen. The Exampleof GCuar.26, 


" lbimfelfe remperately, and vertuouſly, and profitably inhis Vncles 


houſe, where he came to ſojourne for a time. 

O that all thoſe, whoſe occaſions invite them to viſit their kindreg 
and roabide ſome time with them, would ſhew themſelves fo verty. 
ous, and wiſe,and orderly in their whole behaviour, that their friends 
might not have occaſion ro account them burdens, bur rather bene. 
firs untothemſelves and their families, ſo long as they ſhall haye 
cauſe rocontinue, and not ſo rudely, waſtfully, idly, that the houſe 
is diſcharged as it were of ſome ill humour, when the time comes that 
they ſhall be gone away. 

Further, Laban had two daughters, and 7acob loved one intirely,yer 
we ſee that he craved the Fathers good will afore he made any ſaitar 
all ro the maiden. He went not to Rachel to ger her good will, and 
towin & promiſe from her, but takes the fitteſt occaſion that offereg 
it ſclfe, to let the Father underſtand his minde, and to make agree. 
mentwithhim. Here alſo young men have an excellent patterne to 
imitate, and a ſweet direQion for their proceedings 1n marriage, 
Firſt, ro make ſure with the Parents and Governours, and after to 
deale with the young perſons themſelves,as alſo Sampſordid, and the 
ſervant of 4brahamand as nature it ſelfe teacherh it ſhould be done , | 
for why ſhould not he that bath right into any thing, beegonſulted 
withall about parting with it , afore we ſeek to drive away the thing 
it ſelfe which appertaineth to him. 

O thoſe of you that have done, or are now in doing otherwiſe, bee 
you blamed as men that proceed gor vertuouſly in this courſe, and 
therefore areeither through lucreof portion, or elſe inordinate affe- 
Aaion(which men call love)thruſt aſide from a right,toa wrong path. 
Now at laſt 74:95 becomes a ſervant to his Father in Law, and agrees 
to performe ſeven yeares ſervice for one daughter, and as many for 
the other. 

For my part I cannot commend 7a-9.s prudence in this matter, he 
bound himſelf coa very long apprentiſhip. He might have taken or- 
der to have ſent meſſengers berwixt 7/aac and Laban, that his portion 
might have procured this match rather than his ſervice, But herein 
yet hedeales well with Laban, whom he was willing to advantage ſo 
much for his daughters ſake. So far was he from being deſirous to 
ſteale away Rachel, that he choſe rather to ſue for her : every young 
man muſt learne hence not that particular thing which 7acob did, to 
ſerve forawife, but that commonrule of equity which he followed, 
to give a man all reaſonable and good content in marrying bis 
daughter, in affording ſuch convenient allowance ro her as is fit, nel. 
therwill he be unwilling to this duty; that is, not moved more with 
baſe ends, than love of her whom he marricth. 

But Zacob ſhewes a ſingular gentleneſſe and reſpe& to him in that, 
when he had beguiled him , and put Zeab upon him inſtead of 
Rachel, yet he did not put her away, and rcfuſe to have her, but 


| was 
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was rather contented to ſerve another ſeven yeres for Rachacl, than he 
would make any ſtir. As for the matter of Polygamy and marrying | 
wo ſiſters, the laſt was not then a fin, the former 'was nor eſteemed 
| robeone; bur ſurely Zacob received very hard meaſure of Laban in oh. | 
trading another upon him,than was agreed upon to be his wife, yer 
'you ſee. hee devoures the injurie without any great outcry, onely 
hee rels him of the wrong in words , nothing favouring of bic- 
rernefſe, | 

| Othatweealſocould learne to reprove a wrong-doer, ſpecially a 
 ſuperiour doing us wrong, with milde and good language, without 
ailing, without clamorouſheſſe and diſgracefull ſpeeches. Ir were 
a ſweer rhing to have ſo much government over our paſſions and 
tongues, that they might not carry us to ſet out wrongs with roo 
many and Jarge aggravations, and with inveaive and contumelious 
ſpeeches againſt him that hath done us the wrong. Iris never tryed 
tothe purpoſe what humility, what true diſcretion the ſoule is en- 
dowed withall, untill it receive the triall of injuries. He that in ſuch 
| caſe can keepe himſelfe within compaſle, that his words be neither 
'many nor violent, ſhewes that he bath ſome command of himſelfe, | 


| 


and ſome feeling acknowledgement of Gods provident government, | 

and his own worthineſle of far greater evils. . 

_ | But he that hath never doneamplifying ſuch a wrong, and is fu- 
rious and birter againſt the offendor, ſhewes that hee hath a grear 

heart that can make the wrong ſo great, and doth not looke to the 

hand, bur to the rod, againſt which hee gives himſelte ro ſhew ſo | 

much diſtemper, 

Againe you ſee, that 7cob is even ready patiently to fit downe by 
thewrong, and is content now to make himſelfe. an Apprentice for 
another ſeven yeares, rather than he will make a great ſtir, and-con- 
tend with Zahav., Ve cannot thinke ſo hardly of any times, that 
there were no Lawes or Governours that would and ſhould have | 
righted this wrong, if Jacob would have made his complaints : but | 
Jacob was from his Fathers houſe, and a ſtranger, and friendlefle, 
and therefore-thought it more wiſdome to fit downe and be con- | 
tentwith ſomewhat hard conditions, than ro make a greater quarrel] | 
and contention. | 

O thatwe could get our hearts flored with a proportion of wif: | 
dome and meekneſſe, ſutable ro thar of- Zacob, even to make us able 
todevoure wrongs with ſomewhat ill and barſh conſequences, rather 
thanto makea great brawle, ſpecially if we be inferiours aHo, and | 
finde our ſelves likely tro mend our ſelves lirtle'by contending, ſuch 
a ſubmiſlive and -peaceable diſpoſition will make us capable of a 
| Jarger bleſſing from Gad than any wee could get by firiving and 
 brawling ; and not onely fo, but would give us more quierneſſe 
and content inour ſelves, than the either revengiog or redrefſing of a 


\ vrong another way. [ 
| Ft 2 Follow 
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6-0 | Follow /4c0b therefore in this his carriage towards his Father in 
Law. 

| And now we finde 7acob a ſervant,and thar for fourteen yeares: hee 
married the twodaughters within a few moneths aſter his comming 
thither, as may be demonſtrated by the ages of the children, by name 
of ſ{ſeph the youngeſt, who was ſeventeene when hee was fold itto 
Zgypr, and thirty when he ſtood before Pharao/ firſt and lived after, 
ſeven yeares of plenty, and then two yeares of ſcarcity , that is, thir. 
ty nine inall, and then was Zacob one hundred and thirty. So that 7g. 
cob mas ninty and one yeares of age when he begate him, and that was 
in the laſt of the fourteene yeares agreed upon, for by and by upon 
his birth, 7acob would have laboured for liis owne houſe, and Libay 
agrees upon wages. Therefore hee was ſeventy and ſeven yeares or 
cthereabours, when hecame to Labey, and being of that age, it was 
not likely that he would live ſo long unmarricd afore hee tooke a 
wife. 
"| Againe, betwixt Jacobs going to Pader,and returning were but two 
yeares at the moſt, and then was 7oſep/ ſeven yearcs old, for hee was 
borne toward the end of the fourteenth yearc; and if 7acob had not} 
F: married Leah till ſeven yearcs wereended, theeldeſt of 14cobs ſonnes| 
| could be bur ſeven yeares at moſt elder than hee; that is, fourtcene | 
yeares, and 7oſeph was thirty and nine yeares when [acob came tohim, 
or thereabouts ; Therefore, the eldeſt of 74cobs ſonnes at that time 
was but forty and fix, and 1udab was the fourth of the ſame mother , 
| ſohe muſt be but forty and two, or thereabouts, and yer had hethree 
| ſonnes marriageable before he begate Pharez, and Phares had two} 
fonnes when they wenedowne to Egypt. Allow 1adah to marryat| 
fi freene, Er at fifteene, and let Thamar waite but two yeares forthe 
3s third ſonne, now Ind was thirty and two : Ler Pharecz marry at 
fifteene, and have two ſonnes in two yeares, that is ſeventcene, ſo 
have we forty and nine yeares: and therefore ſeeing greater baſte| 
could notbe made, at leaſt ſo many yeares-did paſle betwixt, and 
thatwill come to juſt ſeven yeares more than the time will amount 
tO, if Jacob married at the end of ſeven yeares; therefore he married| 
the firſt yeare. 

But whenſoever he married, in making himſelfe a ſon in Law, he 
'| made himſelfe an hired ſervant too, now how did he carry himſclfe 
as a ſervant. | 
5. He was di Firſt, with all diligence. 
ligenrand | Secondly, faithfulneſſe, | 
—_—” For he followed bis maſters buſinefſe painfully, and conſtantly, 
bans | andordered himſelfe towards them moſt innocently, and ſo made| 
= _ , much, through the bleſſing of God upon his labour and 

elity. | _ 

Now theſe duties appertaineto all ſervants, and arc required of 
S. Paul, ſaying, doing Service with g10dwill, and not witheye: ets 


| weve 
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us men pleaſers, but with ſingleneſſe of heart, fearing God, and ſhiwing all 
good fie that ev. of God be not evill ſpoken of. And deeing 
God would have families maintained, and a diſtinaion of Mafter, 
and Servants in the families, it was requiſite that he ſhould oblige | 
ſervants ro theſe duties, for upon the proſperity of families depends | 
thewelfareof Townes and Countries, 'and ſoof the whole World. | | 
| An houſe inwhich good ſervants live, proſpers ; but idleand un- 
ttuſty ſervants quickly bring it ro nought ; God therefore that made 
all things for good, welfare, and proſperity, muſt needs, according 
tothe rules of his own wiſdome, fit the means totheend, and require | 
ſervants inthis manner to'governe themſelves to their Governouts, 
Now you-that have been ſervants/formerly, which hath beene the 
ſtate and condition of the greater number amongf{t you , Conſider 
what ſervants you have been, let not your younger dayes be paſſed 
over forgerfully. os —_ —_ 
It is a principal! part of an aged mans duty to looke backe upon 
| his former times, and tofinde out the miſtakes of his youth, that b 
humbling himſelfe for them, he may attaine pardon from God, + 
| Loethisduty now, and if you can remember your ſelves to have | 
been flothfull, waſtfull, undurifull ſervants, as far unlike to Tacos, as | 
{blacke and white are unlike each tro other; then rake time to pre- 
ſent your ſelves before God, and judging your+felves for ſuch inju.- 
riouſneſle, beg pardon and remiffion, and reſolve againſt the like 
corruptions of your preſent places, — 
 Andyouwho findethat God did itiable you in that eſtate ro ſhew 
your ſelves diligent and truſty, give God the glory, and rejoycein 
his great goodnefſſe, that gave you not over to the unbridlednefſe of 1 
your evill natures. ES HITS 
 Anaged man, whoſe youth hath beet indifferently well ordered, } 
hath grear cauſerobleſſe Gods name that gave him nor over tothe 
licentiouſneſſe of thatage. And all youthar be ſervants, muſt pray 
to God that he would 'make you good and conſcionable ſervants, 
that not alone out of love to your owne reputation, and-a deſire to 
thrive inthe world, that you may be painfull and truſty, but out of a 
defireand intention to pleaſe God in your places and callings, for S, 
' Paul would have ſervants to remember, that They ſerve the LordChriſt, | 
and To looke unto the immortall inheritance, with which he will reward 
them, as well as thoſe that ſerve him in higher callings, = 
* Apain, He diſcovered a great deale of patience, and gentleneſle | 5 He was pa- 
towards him, for Zabaz was fickle and inconſtant, and changed bis eng" >a 
wages many times,he ſaith ten times I ſuppoſe,uſing by a wonted fi: | choughee 
 gure, a certainenumber for an uncertaine. But 7aceb deyoures this _ bis | 
wrong patiently, doth notexpoſtulate with him, nor ſhew himſelfe | * 
ſharp or bitter, but pues it over without words, and goes not from 
'bim through diſcontent, till God by an Angel bid him goeto his 
Fathers houſe againe, 2, 
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"| So ſhould ſervants ſhew themſelves gentle to their ungentle ma. 
Iters that, are unkjade and injurious to them, and doe not ufe them 
ſo well as equity requireth, andinot be clamorous and violent againſt 
chem. Burt moſt ſervants, though they receive no hard meaſure, but 
alone are juſtly reproved and correaed for their faults, are ſo impa. 
tient that they cannot beare ir, þut make falſe and harſh complaines, | 
and are ſqimbittered and diſcontented, that they ſtraight refalye ro 
run away, and cannotbring themſelves to ſtoope : theſe are of a cons 
trary ſpirit to lacob. © © et is” 
5.Inthe con-} Noy laſtly, io the clozeofall, when Jacob went from his Father in 
cluſion, when |, aw, he ſhewed himſelfc a man, that, though hee were: ſenſible of 
Go him,he | injuries, conld yet moderate his paſſions, and keep anger within due 
hewedmode | limits., for hee chid with him indeed, and was angry againſt him, 
tion of **| which any man may lawfully doe againſi him that ſeckes radoe him 

hurt z but he doth not raile at him, nor give him foule language, on- | 
ly beteljerh bim beforetheir common friends,of his formerand eyill 
uſage ; acknowledging Gods goodneſle in preſcrving him from 


his rage, 


COLE 


_ ci 


Othatwecauld learne of bim tobe fo farre maſters ofour ſelves, | 
that when juſt occaſionof anger doth offer it ſelfe, wee might rhen | 
command our ſelves to forbeare bitter .and reviling ſpeeches, and 
not be ſo tranſported. beyond our ſelves, as to raile, ſweare, curſe, | 
threaten, and it may bewarſe thanall this. Moſt men, when anger | 
| begins to boile, forgetalmoſt that they be men, altogether that they | 
be Chriſtian men, and are. ſo madgled, that they care not what vile | 
language proceedsout of their mouthes, and what ftharpneſle of a 
| razor they diſcover in their congues; verifying that of S.,TZames, That 
the pongne # ſet on fire of hell, and it ſelfe ſets on fire tbe whole courſe| 
of nature; and that though qur Savioar have ſomaniſeſily adjudged | 
rohell,him that doth raile athis brother with the nameof Foole, | 
See your folly and pride iq this venting of diſtempered anger, and 
bemwaile it, and now [earne of Gods faithfull ſervant 7cceb (ſo honou- | 
rable a Patriarch, thatby him the whole Church is called 7acob and 
{ſrael) tobe ſoangry, as not to finby being driven forth intobitter-| 
neſſe of carriage, En +} if 
Hewasquick-| Butlaſt ofall, he was ſo quickly pacified, that when his Father| 
cd real - |did alone intimate (and not plainly make) a confeſſion of his fault, 
therinLaw. | Dy requeſting a Covenant of peace betwixt them, quickly without 
any words he condeſcended, and makes a feaſt for Zbar andthereſt, 
and confirmes the Covenant by an oath, as you may readcitin Gen. 
3I.45.totheend. - 

Here is a man of a.quiet ſpirit indeed | His Father in Law had 
wronged him formerly,and preſcatly,by purſuing him,and by cbarg- 
ing htm to have folne bis Idols, which be fooliſhly calletb gods, 
yet be had fo ſoon forgotten all this, as at the firſt word to imbrace| 
, [an offer of reconciliation, and to enter intoa Covenant with _—_— 

peaceabl” 


IIS, oY - 
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| peaceable carriage to himſelfe and his daughters. Ie is a moft ex. 


1 


| cellent grace ta be quickly and cafily pacified, and-to blot our the 
| remembrance of wrongs, and to carry himifelfe lovingly to ſuch a 
|evenas if hr had received no ſuch injury fromhim. _ 


| cannot bave any orher::. 


[anger and deteſtarion againſt your ſelves for ſuch maliciouſheſfe,and | 
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manas hath offered him hard meaſure, and: ehat- alſo many times, 


This is ta imitate God andour Lord Ieſus Chrift, who doth fo] 


« 


forgive us, and a ſurer proofe of an bumble and diſcreet ſpirit wee 


- Oyouthat finde your felves of a bitter revenpeſull ſpirit, that if 
you have been wrongfully entreared know not how to forger ir, know 
not how to forbeare-taking all advantages of requiting like for like: | 
See how. cantrary you be to-this godly man, and enterraine even | 


labour naw. fo to preſſe upon. your felves the Commandement of | 
God, andexample both'of God and good men withall, beſeeching | 
the Lord by his Spirittoworke the like gentleneffe, long-ſufferine, | 
and meeknefſe in you, that yon alſo may bee- eaſily pacified, and fo 
ſoone able ro: quench the apprehenſion of Injuries. Let us profie by 
good examples, and frame to thediſcharge of theſe duties, which the 
precept of God telleth us that we ought ro doe, and the praRiſe of 
godly men affureth us chey may bedone, If a thing be required, and 
poſfible, why ſhould we not addrefſe our ſelves unto it > 
So much of 7cobs vertuous behaviour to his Supericurs : 
Now conſider of his demeanour to his brother Zſas. : | 
Heuſeth all ſubmiſſive geſture and loving carriage to pacific his | g 14 uſcth all 
anger, as we have ſhewed you before: then we commended him for ome 8 | 
his prudence and diſcretion to ſave himſelfe ; hete we are to com: | ,;,.. gas nk 
mend him for his exceeding ſubmiſſive and winning carriage to his | co pacific his 
brother. ; rs 
[acob was not deſtitute of meanes tohave hired as many fouldiers | © 
a5 Eſas brought with him, or ſome meanes he mighr have bethoughr 
himſelfe ofwhereby torefiſt him; bur he chooſeth rather to Roope 
and pacifie him by the faireft wayes he could. God commandeth 
his people to offer rermes Of peace before they befieged a Ciry. 
Surely, ſubmiſſive and melting carriage is the beſt way ta pacifie 
wrath, and we muſt ſeek to that courſe firſt, not alone, when wee bee 
over-matched with an enemy, but even then'when we have power in 
our hands to fave our ſelves by force, as wee ſte iD 7ep4;4 towards the 
King of Ammon, Bur ſo ſturdy of nature be fome, yea many, that 
they would rather expoſe themſelves tothe rage of an Eſe»,than have 
lo bowed, they count itabaſeneſſe of minde to ftoop and fall downe 
defore another, having ſuch ablinde eye thar they cannot diſtinguiſh 
betwixt humility and abj-nes, He that yeefds ſubmiſſive and paci-:; 
fying words and geſtures,is humble:he chat ſtoops ſo low as to pleaſe 
anOther,he is abaſed. "=o | 
And ſomuch for 1acobs vertues to Eſas, 


end ct 


| 


Now 
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To. He is cate- 
full to provide 
for his owne 


Family. 
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| Now cowards his owne Family : Wn. 

Firſt, in generall conſidered, He is carefull to provide for it. 
Secondly, to pray for it. x 5 
Thirdly, to purge it from fin. 
Firſt, to provide for ir, for you ſhall ſee him-returning this anſwer 
to his Father.in Law afterthe end of his two apprentiſhips, Whey ſtu 
I provide for 'mine owne houſe, Gen. 30. 30. When ſhall I doeorwork | 
alſo for mine owne houſe, 7acob had arich Father in Law, Labas, and 
and a rich Father, ſeas, and yet will not he caſt-bimſelfe upon them 
to provide for his wife and children, but him (elfe will worke for thar 
end : This isa thing required of all men by the light of nature, as 
well as by the Lawes of God, to make proviſion of things needfull | 
for their families. | 
All thoſe beaſts and birds which live by couples, and are nor ſold 
over to promiſcuous generation,doe provide holes and neſts for their 
young, and joyne tO maintaine them when they be young : See you 
not the poore Rookes How in the height of the trees preaching toyou 
this duty with ſo loud croakings ? that you can ſcarce paſſe by a 
Grove, but that inarticulate language will- admoniſh-you , how 
quiet be they all the Vinter,and other ſeaſons?But when the Spring 
comes, andthbat now nature prompts them to.procreate young, they 
are ſodiligent to build neſts, and to hatch the young, and to feed 


- [ them eill they can ſhift for themſelves, that no houre ſees them idle, 
| orceaſing from that duty; you may ſee the ſame in rhe poore Star- 


lings : Seeing they be here, I will commend chem to you for ma. 
ers of this duty, early and late they be cloſe at this worke (taking 
indeed alittle time morning and evening to fit and chirp out their 
| merry tune, as if they would teach you to take time for the praiſing 
of God, however urgent your buſineſle may ſeeme tobe) burelſe all| 
day long, flying too and fro with food to put into the mouthes of 
their gaping young. be rae) = 

Can you ſcetheſe things and not be inflruted to good husban- 
dry 2 S, Pauicalls him worſe than an Infidell, that doth. not labour 
for his family, to provide it neceſſaries, He might bavegonealictle 
further, and called him worſe than the feathered fowle,and the bruite 
beaſts, for even Foxes, VWolves, Beares, and Lions have this care 18- 
graffed in them by nature. | : 

Now therefore, you unnaturall, ſlothfull, waſtfull Fathers and 
Mothers that are ſowickedly given over to idlenefle, and drunken- 
nefſe, or gaming, orother looſnefle, that you either will not worke 
at all, or elſe will not work for your Families, bur your luſts to ſpend 
itonthem, I pray you at length be aſhamed of ſuch worſe than bru- 
tiſh diſtemper of minde, and more than beaſt-like miſdemeanour ; 
what account can you give to God when he ſhall call you toan 
account > 


Where was your naturall affe&ion to your owne bodies and 


bowels ? 
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bowels 2 where was your dutifull obedience to the Law of God. and 
Nature, and the Lawes of well ordered Common wealths2 where 
were your wits and your conſciences ? and where be they that you 
| Jive more ſinfully and ſcandalouſly than the ignorant, Goe home 
I beſeech you with fhame and ſorrow 1n your hearts and counte- 
nances, be nor hardened againſt this reproofe, after ſo many for- 
mer reproofes , bur fall downe before God, condemning your ſelves. 
to the pit of Hell for ſach your unthrifrineſſe, and confeſſing your 
owne extreme {lavery to finne, and unfitnefle to mend that or any 
other fault, beſeech the living God to reforme you by his Spirir, 
and to pardon you by the blond of his Sonne, and even beleeve 
his promiſe that hewill grant your prayers, and heale your Soules, 
[and forgive your finnes for his Sonnes fake, and ſo in Faith to 
his promiſes, and Obedience ro his Commandements , ſet about 
the reformation of this and other faults; and ceaſe not praying, 
repenting, ſtriving , and you ſhall prevaile : unthriftineſle will 
[prove a diſcaſe of exceeding difficult care, but not uncurable: and 
you whom God hath pleaſed ro make good and provident, and 
jthrifry husbands, bleſſe him for it indeed ; and withall pray bim 
to order you ſo in labouring for your families, that it may ſhew 
it ſelfe to be a good Floure, growing up as a Fruit of Gods Spi- 
rit,not as a Weed ſpringing up from a corrupr, though reſtrai. 
ned Nature, by going into exceſſce, making you ſo eager in provi- 
ding for your houſes, as that you become niggardly unjuſt , or 
otherwiſe exceſſive, For the worldly minded man, though hee live 
in better reputation on Earth, hath no better reputation in Hea- 
ven than the waſte-good : nor (hall have leſle rormenc in Hell, ſee- 
ing the worldly minded are enemies to -God,' as well as the ſenſuall 
minded. So Lecob provided for his family. 
Now hee prayes for them, as you ſee hee did when 71ſazc came 
againſt him : Save me, for I feare leſt he come and ſtrike the Mother with 
the Children, Parents muſt blefle their children , and inthis ſence 
alſothe whole families, and cry to God for proſperity and peace. 
If the Apoſtles bee bidden to pronounce peace, ſurely then wee 
muſt pray for it. If S. Pax! prayed for the houſhold of Oreſipho- 
r:5, were it not a wonder that Oxefiphornus ſhould not pray for his 
owne houfſhold > You Governours, ſhew your ſelves religious as: 
{well as thrifty : call upon God for the people commitrred to your 
| charge : If publque ſupplications muſt be made for all men, ſurely 
theneven man muſt privatly pray for them that arehis owne. Be 
100r prophane, content not your ſelves alone to labour and royle 
[for your families , but viſit the Throne of Grace in their behalte, 
jand call earneſtly upon God to ſave them chiefly from finne and 
wickednefle, | 
{ Further, /acob purged his family, as you have it, Ge. 35.02. to 


{the requiring them to pur away the falſe gods, and to bee cleane, 
| and 


I1,Hce prayes 
for his family, | 


12 Hepurged 
his family, 
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I, He inſtru- 
Red his fami® 
ly, & brought 
them to the 
Worſhip of 
God. 


| 14. Jacob was | 


a very kindc 
Husband to al] 
his Waves. 


| Othar all Parents would be careful] to clenſe all vices our of 


land ſo ina fortcontracted himſelfe too, 


[their idolatrous and ſuperſtitious trinkets, hee buried them under 


and ſee and winke at their finnes, their undecent behaviour, ryor, 


and change their garments, ard then having received of them all | 
the Oake mentioned there. 


their houſes, as well as Idolatry, and this as well as other vices, 
Bur Parents are moſt times roo too carelefle of their families, 


idleneſſe, diſguiſed attire, and any naughrinefſe that doth not 
bring forth great diſcredit in the World. Purifie your houſes, 
and fo ſee the faults, as to chaſe them out, and call your people 
to amendment, to cleanneſſe, to changing their garments , if they 
be proud, vaine, fooliſh, as well as if they be ſuperſtitious, 

i Laſtly, Iacob infiructed his people here, and called them to the 
worſhip of the true God, telling them that he wowld goe to Bethel, | 
and make an Altar te God that had falfilled his vow, and met himwhesy 
he fled from Eſau, Wee ſhould all call upon our families, and 
bring them to Gods Worſhip, and. labour to inſtruc them there. 
in, thar they may be able ro performe ir holily and fruitfully : 
Surely, had nor 7acob taught his people what Duty they did owe 
eo God in theſe ſacrifices, and how to performe them in ſpiricu- 
all manner, he muſt have endeavoured onely ro make them hypo. | 
criticall abuſers of Gods ſervice. 

So much for 7acobs regard to his whole family. 

Now {ce how he ſhewed himſelfe in particular to his VVives and 
Ghildren. : 

Tohis Wives. Hee was undoubtedly a very kinde Husbandto 
them all;for we read of no jarres or brawles. 

O that Husbands would live -void of contention with their 
Wives ! O thar their houſes. might be peaceable ! It is a fore-| 
runner of ruine, when an houſe is divided againſt it ſelfe, But 
ſpecially towards Rachael it is noted how hee loved her, Ger. 29.30. | 
that is, very much more than the reſt. Indeed he bad cauſe, ſhe 
was his true Wife for whom hee firſt agreed, Leah was forced 
upon him, he might lawfully have refuſed her ; yea, and had nor 
the cuſtome of rhe times tolerated poligamy, hee muſt have 1e- 
fuſed her and: taken Rachee/, for whom hee made his agreement, | 


Now the light that hath ſhewed it ſelfe amongſt us, cauſeth 
that poligamy is baniſhed , therefore every one amongſt us 1s 
bound to love his Wife as 7acobdid Rachael, which is alſo the ſpe- 
ciall commandement, VVoe unto thoſe Husbands thercfore that 
what ſhew of love ſoever they make unto their Wives at firſt; yet 
within a while are ſo ſowre and churliſh unto them, that rhey 
ſhew an extinguiſhment of love to have befallen rhem. So farre 
as any man failerh of loving his Wife, he muſt alſo faile of 10- 
ving God : It is poſſible to love the Wife and nor God, but 


to 
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[ro love God and cot the wite is impoſſible. Therefore now you hul- 
bands ftrive to love your wivcs : and you Wives carry your ſelves fo 
[reſpeively and humbly, as to win love at your husbands hands. 
Notbipg bur this can make you live bappily rogether : all riches, 
honours, pleaſures, be no farther ſoundly comfortable, than the huſ. 
band and wite are loving each to other. 
Now God can give loveto them that aske,as well as wiſdome,and 
ſethim chat would love his wife, pray for it, and withall withdraw 
bis heart from ſtrange women, Bur againe, 7acob could be daly angry 
with his wife, and reprove her for her fault, for when ſhe ina great 
ragecals tohim for children, and would dic it ſhe had none, He is 
angry at her, butwith ſuch moderation, that he gives her a due re- 
proofe, burno diſtempered language, ſaying, 14m I in Gods ſtead, 
that hath withholden from thee the fruit of the wombe. As Iacob tempered 
bis anger towards his Father in Law, ſo towards his wife, he is in- 
deed moved with ſome paſhon, bur ir doth nor carry him to any vio- 
lence, or to inordinate ſharpneſle. Here husbands muſt learne to 
follow this vertuous man, if tkere be juſt cauſe of being angry at the 
wite in regard of ſome great over-ſhooting her ſelfe rowards them. 
ſelves or others, they may be angry, but their anger muſt be ſo kepr 


preciſely forbid to husbands ; they muſt blame the fault, but nor 
admixe words, to ſhew alienation of heart for the faults ſake. 

Two things busbands muſt looke to in reſpe& of this anger to- 
wards their wives : | 

Firſt, that it ariſe not but from ſome plaine and evident faulr, ſuch 
as you ſee here in the Text; (he began to fall out with him for waar 
ofchildren, as if it had been his faulr that ſhee conceived not as her 
fiſter did. 

Secondly, that it produce not tartneſſe and reproachfull ſpeeches, 
and a conſtant ſowreneſle, but alone a due and fir reproofe, as here 
alſo. Happy men that can ſo guide anger, and their rongues in 
anger. . 

So hath 704 done the office of a good houſholder in generall, 
and of a good husband, See now what a kinde Father he was , and 
whar good he performed towards his children. 

1. Toallof them ; then to ſome. 

He did twothings tothem all ; 

Firſt, hebroughtthemupin a calling, tobe Grafiers, as we call 
them, tobreed Catrell, Sheep, Oxen, Camels, Goats, and the like, 
wherein himſelfe abounded. 

This he might the more cafily doe, becauſe himſelfe living in the 
quality of a ſervant to Zabaz his Father in Law, and having them 
borne to him in the time of his ſervice, he had fit opportunity to ac- 
quaint them with that buſineſle in which himſelfewas ſo totally im- 
[ployed, Herein all good Parents are to imitate him, for the dury is 
| ; _ neceſſary 


downe by love, that they may not be bitter, which the Apoſtle doth 


Tacob was duly 
angry with 
his wiſe. 
Gen.30.1,2, 


Husbands 
mult look ts 
twothings in 
reſpe of their 
anger to their 
WIVCS, 


Gen,g6. 34. & 
Chap.47«3. 


16, He brought 
up his chil. 
dren ina Cal. 
ling, 

Parents: 
ſhould bring 
up their chil- 
dren in ſome 
calling, and 
why. 
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thority of Scripture for that, for which nature it ſelfe is ſufficicnr, 


are held in, and accuſtomed towalke by rule, as they be when they 


| cared can doe ſomething if he will for his maintenance, ſo that here 


neceſſary for the childrens ſake, and for the Common. wealth, and 
for the Parents owne ſake too. Traine up a childe in the way he ſhould 
zee; Hedoth not meane it alone, Carcchize him in matecrs of reli. 
gion, and good converſation, but alſo in affaires of this world too, 
becauſe it is a part of his way to live in the world, as well as to know 
the things that belong to his ſoules health, Wee need not the ay. 


If God command men to walke orderiy, and to cate the labour of 
their hands, their Parents muſt inure their children to ſucha walk. 
ing, and ſee that they obſerve that Commandement of God, If they 
mult provide for them food and raiment for the preſent, much more 
the things that are needfull for their well-being for ever, 

Now a calling (an ability to doe ſome profirable thing by which 
they may maintaine themſelves with the publique advantage) is ne- 
ceſlary for their well-being in the whole courſe of their lives. 

But this duty is requiſite (as I ſaid) Firſt, for the Fathers owne 
ſake, who ſhall finde them ſo much more dutifull co himſelfe, by 
how much they have been trained up more painfully, and been more 
ſerviceable, and under command; even beaſts if they be much in 
hand, and have a kinde of acquaintance with the maſter, ſo thar hee 
come neare to them; and accuſtome to doe ſomething about them, 
and ro have them doe and ſuffer for him, are much more tame and 
gentle than thoſe that are never handled, never approachedunto; 
So it muſt needs be alſo with men, they grow rude and barbarous if 
they be left rothemſelves, but more affable and orderly when they 


are trained up in a calling, Indeed ſome kinde of creatures are ſo 
fierce, that no uſe of handling will quite rame them ; but even thoſe 
are far leſſe fiercethan if they were never medled withall : So ſome 
children are very maſterſull, and diſobedient, even though they be 
ſet under government, and brought up in ſervice and labour, but how 
much more violent would they have proved if ſuch care had not a lit- 
tle tempexed them 2 It concernes the Parent to have his children 
ſubjeR and apt toberuled; bringing them up in a calling condu- 
ceth much ehis way, wherefore it is his part not to be wanting to his 
owne welfare and theirs. 

Secondly, this isexceeding commodious tothe Commonwealth, 
promoting the publique good very much : for far fewer perſons de- 
generate tO ſcandalous courſes, and ſuch as trouble the peace of the 
Common-wealth of thoſe that have been brought up to rake paines 
in ſome vocation , than of thoſe that have been looſly and idly 
broughrup; and if any of thoſe that were accuſtomed ro ſome vo- 
cation doe degenerate, they are far more eaſily reclaimed, ſeeing the 
Magiſtrate hath ſome foundation towork upon. The perſon ſoedu- 


'Sa poſſibility of redreſſing his diſorders, finde him cmployment, 


and 
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| 2nd Over-rule his will, and he is amended ; Bur thoſe thar have lived 
over looſly, and are not able ro doe any thing, are almoſt deſperate, 
the Magiſtrate knowes not which way to turne himſelfe to the pro- 
curing of his reformation, but by uſing great extremities; for how 
ſhall he be compelled to doe any thing, that can doe nothing > and 
tomake him learne ſome faculty when he is old, how extreamly dif- 
ficult isthat > So now nothing remaineth but an houſe of CorreQi- 
on, or Gallies, orthe like, whereby to force men, which ſhould goe 
much againſt the hearts of Governours, if any other courſe may ſuf. 
fice, V herefore it concernes Parents as they love the Common- 
wealth, not to deliver over into the Magiſtrates , ſuch croſle 
(and crooked pieces as cannot be made fit for any uſe without ſo 
much hcwing. | | | | 
And for the benefit ofthe childes ſelfe, it helpeth much to his | 3. 
comfortable living in reſpe& of outward abundance, and not being 
| [burdenſome toothers, and to his civill and orderly living in vertuous 
{ [manner, and to his religious living when God ſhall call him to true | 
piety, for if he be skilfull in ſome way of maintaining bimſelfe, and 'E 
will apply himſelfe to his calling, he ſhall findethe accompliſhment | 
of Gods promiſes, He that tilleth his ground, ſhall be ſatisfied with bread, | prov.28.19, & 
and againe, 17 aff labear there is abundance ; but being deſtitute of this | 2*23» 
ability, how ſhall he bur want, uonleſle a very great portion of goods { 
or lands begivenhim 2 Yea, he that having lands and goods, hath 
not skill ro imploy them, growes far ſooner waſtfull and unthrifty, H 
and conſumeth his great eſtate, and then is put many times to baſe, | 
many times to finfull ſhifrs, which bad he a good calling he might 
eſcape. Beſides, labour in a calling ſubdues vice, and he that hath a 
calling, may be painfull in it, he that hath none,cannot : Yea, if God 
call any perſon that hath been unprofitably brought up, tothe know- 
ledge of himſelfe, ſuch a one ſhall be much more to ſeeke how to 
| live religiouſly, than another that hath ſome imploymenr;for in nor | 
knowing what courſe to take, he is made to ſtand diſtracted, and | 
doubefull of his courſe, and ſo full of vexation and unquietneſle. 
Now all you Parents, that bave negleQed your children very much, 
and ſuffered them to trifle out all that golden ſeaſonof youth, io 
which they ſhould have fitted themſelves for a profitable and com. 
fortable life in elder dayes,be aſhamed, you have been ſo fooliſh, as 
not alone to tranſgrefle the duty of Chriſtians, bur even that which 
theheathens bave done : You have been cauſes of your childrens _— 
mifery,'and the Common-wealth too, and if it proceed not from 
ſome other cauſe then from wiſdome,your children muſt be bur bur- 
dens and diſeaſes to themſelves, and the world. Rich Parents are 
ſometimes guilty of this fault, for they thinke they ſhall leave them 
ſufficient ro maintaine them though they doe nothing, and there. 
| fore intend them not toany vocation, not conſidering how ſoon the 
Lordcanempty a full Veſſell, and make the River Iordan, yea, the 
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red SeaUry asdry ground, and then what will become of theirchil. 
dren 2 Yea, as not conſidering that to leave children much wealth, 
and not ſome ſufficiency for good imployment of themſelves, is to 
leavethem furniſhed ro doe themſelves hurt and others, andtobrin 
all ro nought quickly. But many of the poorer ranke are guilty of 
this fault roo;zwho give themſelves ſo to unthriftineſſe,that they c2n. 
not beſtow ſomuch as reading and writing onthem, much [eſſe ſome 
higher calling to which theſe ſhould fir them. If any mans unpre. 
ventable poverty diſable him, we blame him not for that rowhich 
{ neceſſity compels him,only ſo that he pull not rhat neceſſity on him- 
ſelfe : buthe that in a poore eſtate hath not ſome care tobring up 
his children to worke, and if he cannot effect ic himſclfe, doth cor 
herein ſceke help of the publique and able perſons, is not ſogood a 
Parent as nature will teach him that he ſhould; therefore now I 
commend 7acobs patterne toyoureyes, and pray you to cutout your 
lives according to his ſcantling : Be not wanting to your chilorens 
welfare, the common proſperity, and your owne comfort, Let not 
others have cauſe to beſtow upon you the reproote of Solomon, 4 
{ Prov.29.15, | childe left to himſelfe, maketh his Mother aſhamed, and what is hce bur 
left tohimſelfe and the devill, that is nor acquainted with any profi 
table employment in a calling > And Jet me ſpeake ſomething to 
children in this behalfe : If Parents take never ſodue care, and ctil. 
drenwill caſt off the yoake, what can the Parents doe > Therefore 
you muſt learne you ſelves topractife ſubjeHtion to your Parents; as 
in all other things, ſo in this. | 
Be carefull in the callings wherein your Parents have thought fir 
to place you, that you may getability in them to doegood to your 
ſelves and others. The inconveniences that elſe will preſſe you here- 
after ſhall prove more burdenſome unto your conſciences, when you 
ſhall be upbraided with theſe thoughts, ah, I might have done well 
but for mine owne wilfulneſſe, had I anſwered my Parents care and 
coſt, it would not have been thus evill with me. 
{ x7. He bleſſed] But now toa ſecond duty performed to them all : Hee bleſſed 
_ —prut them all according ro their ſeveral] bleſſings, as is noted of þim, that 
Gen.49.29, | is, he pronounced in Gods name, and by way of promiſe from him, 
what good things God would doe for cach of them in his poiterity | 
that was to come after him. Fora mans ſelfe is bleſſed, when hee 1s 
aſſured thar benefits ſhall be granted ro his childrens children in tu- 
ture generations. | 
Wemuſtbles| Now in this way of bleſſing we carnot imitate him, becauſe wee| 
our children, | wantthe Spirit of propheſfie to forerell furure events; but thre 15 4 
mmovgh acts | way Of bleſſing which lycth uponeach ofus , we mu#t pray fora bleſ-| 
ling to our children, and coour poſterity after as, and muſt carry Our 
ſelves ſoreligiouſly, and rightcoufly,thar we may procureaÞlcfiing 
to them by vertue of Go3s promiſe to the feed of the rignteonss 
Agood manwalke:th in his integrity, aud his children fall be bleſſed fert 
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(him * and Bleſſed 6s the man that ſeareth the Lord, hi children ſhall be like | Pfal.12.r. 
Oliveplamts. Loe how you mult bleſie your children, teare God, 
waikeuprightly, and then ſhall you conveigh a bleſſing tothem. 
| And ſoit is ſaid, He i ever mercifall, ard lendeth, and his ſeed u bleſ- | PC4.37.26. 
ſed, There cannot be a better Countellor than Gods Spirit; ſec 
the way of bleſſing your children, and you thar havecurſed your 
children, (as many aFather hath done both with bitrer curſes in word, 
and alſo by walking ina way of curſednefſe) abhorre your ſelves ther 
have walked intoa way quite contrary to that wherein 7acob did walk. 
The Lord hath appointed, that the Son which carſeth the Father ſhould 
diethe death, Although the Parent owe nor ſo much reſpec, reve- 
rence, and gratitude to the childe as on the other fide, yer ſure hee 
doth owe as much love (and this curſing contradicterh love, be- | 
cauſe to love is to wiſh well, and tocurle,is towilſh ill) therefore | 
God will puniſh him ſeverely alſo, that curſeth his children : I 
doe not meane , him that in Gods name doth pronounce a curſe 
againſt them, but him chat in his fury doth make ſome ill with 
againſt them. 

O how unnaturall is that man, who doth worſe than ever ic was 
heard that any bruit beaſt hath done yet ! that 1s, in a rage tear. 
eth his owne children in pieces. It it be a proofe of an unſandified 
man, that Hi mouth i full of curſing and. bitterneſſe, then ſure he is 
extrcamely unſanRified, that curſerth his owne children ; for thar 
mouth is full of curſing co the very brim, that will daſh over againſt 
the fruit of ones owne body. But you that bave not yer caſt off all, 
ſomuch as likenefle ro Chriſtianity, I pray you learne of fo holy a 
man ; Blefle your children in your kinde, as he did in his : live 
notin ſo wicked courſes, as may curſe your ſeed and root them 
out to deſtruction, ' If you defire that God ſhould grant proſpe- 
rity to your off-ſpring , walke in the wayes of his Comman- | 
dements, | 
Intereſt your ſelves intohis promiſes, by being upright and mer. 
|cifull, and following every good way. | 

But I proceed to let you ſee what 7acob did to ſome of his chil. 
dren in particular. 

Firſt, S/mcoz and Levi that had committed a great murder, hee | 18. He repro- 
reproved them, although indeed I thinke with roo much lenity, ſay. | v<4 Simen 
in, Te have troubled me, &c. In which words he aggravates the fault _ — 
from the miſchiefe itwas like to bring upon himſelfe, nor mention- | 6:n- 3439 
ing the ſinfulneſle againſt God, perhaps becauſe he ſaw their tem per 
tobe ſuch, that they would little regard the ſin, but would be ſome- 
| what moved with the danger ; burton his death-bed he .s juſtly ſe- 
vere, ſaying, Curſed betheir rage, for it was fierce , and their fury, for it 
v4 cruel{ : as inthe former verſe he had ſaid; 0 my ſonle, come xot thou | 
imothtir ſecret ;, thereforealſo doth he diſinherite them, ſaying, 1will 
Cs them, &c. | 
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And Reuben 
for his inceſt, 
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He greatly 1o- 


ived Ioſepb and 


Benjamin, and 
Why 


| now dying Fathers mouth , you have been inceſtuouſly lewd Reabey, 


| were furiouſly revengefull, therefore neither ſhall the bleſſing bee 


for their faults, and to chaſtiſethem alſo, and ſhew their diſlikeof 


The Exampleof Cunvu6 


They ſhall be but a poore and deſpiſed Tribe, and nor inherite an in. 
tire portion, 

' Solikewiſe for Reuben, whohad defiled his bed ; we reade of no. 
ching he ſaid to him before, yeton his deathbed he deprives and dif. 
inherites him for ir, Thos ſhalt not excel”, meaning, ſhall nor have 
the double portion, and preheminence that belongeth to the firg.. | 
borne, becauſe thou wenteſt up to thy Fathers bed. Doe you nor 
thinke that itdid put Simeon, Levi, and Rebey, the three eldeſt ſons 
anto ſorrow and ſhame > when they heard theſe words from their 
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therefore you ſhall not be mine heire ; and you Sim1cox and Lew; 


ours. 
: All Parents muſt learne to admoniſh and reprove their children 


their faults, though for ſome neceſlary circumftances wee bee nor 
bound to follow Zacob, yer for the matter of the-duty wee muſt fo]. 


low him. 


| {diminiſh the teſtimonies of our love , which elſe wee ſhould 


If our children give themſelves to finfull courſes, wee muſt 
call them to us, chide them, ſhew our diſpleaſure againſt them, 


ſhew, and by that meanes helpe forward their repentance ſo much 
as may be, | = 

Eſpecially, when a man lies on his death-bed, hee ſhould net for- 
get then to leave ſome ſuch words ſticking in his childrens mindes, | 
as may cauſe them more ſeriouſly tobee humbled , thar if they have | 
not yet beenduly ſorrowfull, they may then begin to be humbled at 
the conſideration of a Parents dying words; if they have, yet they 
may make rheir humiliation more deep and piercing, | 

But for Isſeph and Benjamin, he loved them both exceedingly | 
more than any of their brethren : Partly, becauſe they were the ſons 
of his beſt beloved wife; partly becauſe they were his youngeſt 
children, dillings as we call them, and chiefly, becauſe they were 
the beſt of his children, at leaſt, 7oſeph was, and for Bexjamis he was | 
the leaſt evill, ifhedid not ſhew any great vertue, What affeion 
grew towards theſe, in thoſe two former reſpe&s, is but a thing na-| 
turall. It isnaturall co love the youngeſt, becauſe when they bee 
young, no expeRation of more is left; and becauſe the elder being 
growne up, have not ſo much preſent occaſion of being till in 
hand, and of receiving of thoſe kinde of teſtimonies of love, 
and b:cauſe rhe youngeſt being leaft able to helpe themſelves , 
doe call the Parents heart more towards them, Ir is alſo natu- 
rall ro love the children of them very well, whoſe owne ſelves one 
hath fo loved. 

It :herefore one doe follow nature in theſe particulars, be 1s not 


'0 bez blamed. Onely this you muſt obſerve , that Tacobs love 
to 


7 a, 


to Rachels children made him not negle@ Lea/s quite, or be careleſlc 
ofdoing for them what became him to doe. 

Take heed you Parents that have had, or may have more wives 
ſucceſſively, though nor together, that the preſent wife (who if her 
'jl| carriage binder not, muſt needs be beſt beloved, becauſe ſhe is pre- 
ſent toreceive love, and rorequite it) I ſay, that the preſent wifc 
make you not neglect or wrong the dead wives children ; It it doe, 
God may croſle you in the children of the living. God hath ex- 

reſly taken order for rhis caſe, and given this Commandement in 
the Law, If a man have two wives, one beloved, the other hated; that is, | Deur.z1.15, 
comparatively hated , leſſe loved, and children by them bath, he | **'7e 
ſhall not give the birth-right from the ſonne of the lefle loved, if he 
be firſt borne, to the ſonne of the more loved, but ſhall acknow- _— 
[ledge him forthe heire, which is fo, though his morher finde lefſe 
fayour in his eyes. | | 
- Irjsa great fault, and ſhewes a man is led by paſſion, not by rea- 
ſon, when he ſuffers his affeions to be miſguided by ſuch reſpe&s, 
as in true judgement ſhould not over-rule them. Bur to love the 
childe the better for the mothers ſake, is no way unwarrantable, ſo 
thatit be nor with ſuch an exceflive loveas produceth injury or neg- 
le againſt the reſt : Only one thing common now amongſt us, I 
muſt not ler paſſe without a kinde of wondring how it ſhould come 
to paſſe that many with us hate the Mother, yer dote of the childe, 
or hate the Farther, yetbe fond of the Son. | 
Surely either the bad carriage of the Parent quencheth affe&ion, 
orelſe to loath the roote, and love the fruir, is a thing no way con- 
formabletoright reaſon. 

Bur Zacob is much to bee commended for that he loved 79ſeph moſt 
for his goodneſſe ; Hee was his beſt ſonne, and hee among all 
that were come toany growth, did ſhew forth the feare of God ear- | 
ly. That ſhould rule the love of Pareats to their children moſt of all, 
where they ſee moſt holineſſe and feare of God, there ſhould they 
beare moſt affeQion. | 

For as any thing is moſt lovely, ſo with due reſervation of other 
reſpeQs, moſt love ſhould bee ſhewed : as it I have five children, 
all being children, and one having moſt grace, ſhould be moſt loved, 
becauſe grace makes moſt lovely, ſeeing it proves a man-to bee 
loved of God, therefore muſt that childe be loved more than any of 
thereft, and ſo inother like reſpe&s, The moſt gracious kinſman, 
the moſt graciousneighbour, the moſt gracious poore man. 

They thereforeare even rotten in naughrtineſle, that love the moſt 
godly childrenleaſt, yea, that hate ſuch ; and they are but weake 
In goodnefſe ſure, whoſe loves are drawne more by baſe attratives, 
than by grace. 

Surely, the likerwe beto God in our love and hatred, the better 


we be, andthe moreunliketheworie. | 
= Gg 3 Therefore | 
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| good words, and tooffer them injury, rather than tohelp them with 


| beaſts, and when occaſionof quarrell falleth out betwixt them, 


| is communicated to ſuch, ſavours leaſt of ſelf-love, and of ſelf-re- 
| ſpe, and is thereforethe more to be commended. It tends to the 
| uniting of the common body of the world together, and to make al] 
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| Therefore Jacob gave the double portion of Land to loſephs ſtock, 
which was one of the dignities attending the firſt borne and the 
preheminence of government he gave to 1#dah, becauſe he knew that 


| hecame thither ; They were Shepheards, men of his owne profeſſi. 


Chrift, the Ruler of the Church was to come of him, and ſo was led 
by due reaſon in both his bequeſts. 
And of 1acobs vertues to his Domeſticks you have heard: now how 
he isto ſtrangers. 
We have but rwo paſſages of his carriage that way, which come 
tomy minde; Firſt, thoſe that he met withall at Padez Aram when 


on, and he curteouſly ſaluteth them, and carricth himſclfe with a| 
kinde of familiarneſſe towards them, for he callerh them brethren, 
demands where they dwell, enquires of them about his Vncles wel. 
fare, and gives them husbandly counſell about rhetr cattell : and {9 
ſhouldevery man ſtand diſpoſcd ro men, as they be men, though 
dwelling many miles diſtant from him, he ſhould ſhew himſelfe 
amiable, meeke, loving, ready to ſalute them with good words, and 
titles, and to ſpeake lovingly ro them, to give them good advice,and 
ro doe any other good office, as occaſion may offer it ſelfe. We are 
commanded to Shew all mcekneſſe to all men, and to Keepe peace with all 
men, and beſides brotherly love, To be charitableto all, and roaccount 
a ſtranger a neighbour, in loving him as our ſelves. For God hath 
madeall mankinde of one blood, and knit them together in divers 
common bands. All be of one kinde, all of one Parent,matter,form, 
all redeemed with one blood, wherefore all muſt be loved, and kind- 
ly dealt with. 

They therefore whoare churliſh, ſowre, crabbed to ſtrangers, and 
can ſcarce ſpeake to them in any curteous accenr, yea, that are apt if 
they meet with ſuch, to give them flours and taunts, rather than any 


any good advice, are worthy to be called Swine, rather than Men, 
For cven beaſts themſelves ſhew ſome reſpe& unto them of the ſame 
kinde, more than thoſe of another , unleſle it be ſome moſt fierce 


And let me now commend the vertue of humanity unto you, that 
is, of being ready to ſhew love to man, as he is man, and becauſe he 1s 
a man, one made after Gods owne image, and proceeding out of the 
ſame common roote. Ve all met in Adams loynes, and in Ngahr 
let us therefore doc good even to ſtrangers. This good will which 


mankinde happy. 
And brethren, are not all (as they are men) equally deareto God ? 
why thereforc ſhould not all be in ſome meaſure deare to each other, 


[ meane equally deare inreſpet of the common work of a” 
ut 
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| But /acob here ſhewed ſpecially love to Rachel, for he ſalutes her; | 19.Hc thewe? 
and takes paines to water her Sheepe, Surely a neare kinſwoman | Pecaiove 
may challenge and muſt have a larger portion of love than a meere | kinfyoman. By 
{ |franger, and he that 1s nor ſomewhat moved by the title of Vncle, 

Coulin, and ſo forth, will ſcarce be moved by that of a man : they 
be therefore in ſome degree deſtitute of naturall affe&tion, who are 
led nothing by kindred, unlefſe there be ſome riches found with a 
kinſman, by which he may doe them ſome credit or advantage. 

Let none of you be ſo, but ſhew due reſpe to a kinſman or kinſ- 
wornan, rich or poore; for maitt not thou need their kindnefle here- 
after, as they thine for the preſent ? 

And fo much for 7acobs vertues to theſe ſtrangers. 

Now to Pharavh he was a ſtranger too, but he was a King, and a 
King that had advanced his ſon 7oſeph : Wherefore comming and | 0. He thank- 
going he blefſed him, that is, thanked him for his extraordinary ai 
kindrefle to /oſeph and all his for 1oſephs ſake ; praying God to blefle | thewedroze- 
| [bimfor ir, ſeph. 
| So hewasa thankfull man, and ready to give thankes for a benefit. 
| |[Somuſt we be toall that have pleaſured us, though they be far leſle | 
perſons, and have pleaſared us in far lefler things. And thus of 1acobs| © |} 
vertues. 
Now of his faults, which are neither many nor great, but ſome | Hs fautcs,” | 
they were as there was never any man(except our Lord Ieſus Chriſt) | | 
in whom ſome fin was not found : 
Firſt then, he was ſomewhat faulty towards God, in that he did gs 099 
ſhew himſelfa little forgertull of his Vow made to God in his trou- | £1 chi 
ble, and deferred the performance of it ſomewhar too long, even till | Vow madero | 
the Lord did force him unto it by a fore chaſtiſement, and that cha- op cit 
ſtiſement would not ſerve to revive his mcmory, till in a Viſton the _ 
Lord ſpake unto him, and wiſhed him to goe to Bethel, and thereto 
rearean Altaruntohim , that had appeared to him when hee fled 
from the face of his brother. Ir was twenty yeares ſpace be- 
twixt the Vow, and 7acobs returne, ſo that it may ſeeme that 7acob 
had well neare forgotten the Vow, A good man may grow forger- 
fallofa Vow in twenty yeares, and indeed omiflions through forget. 
fulnefſe and commiſſions through inconſiderateneſle, are not un- 
wonted in good men. I pray you looke that none of you offend 
through the ſame example of forgerfulneſle, indeed thereare greater 
faults, but a £ood man muſt ſhew his uprightneſle by forſaking all 
faules, great as well as ſmall, and ſmall as well as great. f 

Now let me put you in minde of your former forgetfulnefle : Is 
there none of you that hath formerly bound himſelfe to God by a 
Vow, and hath either deferred wittingly, or put off through forget- 
fulnefſe cheaccompliſhmentofir > If fo, let him now be induced | 
|torcmemberhimſe]fe,and to make all convenient haſt to make good 
his Vow, for feare the Lord ſend ſome heavy crofſe upon him, and 

waken 
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8 | Gen. The Example of 'S HAP.26, ; 


waken bis conſcience by terrours. /aceb ſhould have conſidered his 
promiſe to God ſo ſooneas the Lord had brought him ſafely home 
ro his Fathers houſe, but ic ſeemeth he deferred it, for that was the 
time preſcribed in his Vow. | | 

| TI pray youdoeas Zacob ſhould havedone, not as he did, inathin 
wherein it is evident that he did amiſle, and call ro minde often the 
Kceleſs.3. | words of Solomon, When thou voweſt 4 Y ow umtothe Lord, defer not to pay 
it, for hc hath no pleaſure in fooles; pay what thou oweſt : and before him 
| Deur.23.22 | Moſes in the Law ſaith, Be not ſlack to performe thy Yowes, If you have 
tyed your ſoules in an oath to God, defer nor from day today, bee 
| not forgetfull. 
It is a great careleſnefle to forget a great bond, and to let the pai. 
ment be pur off from cimerorime yet it any man have committed 
ſuch a ſin, he muſt not bediſcouraged : the fin is nor to be unduly 
extenuated, nor yet aggravated above meaſure. It is ſuch a fault as 
calleth for unfained repentance, and that done, (hall bee pardoned, 
yea, the moſt wilfull breach ofa Vow is pardonable to the penitenc. 
But other faults he is to be blamed for in reſpett of his Parents : 
ems ne Firſt, he abuſed his old Father with lies and diflembling ; the lie 
his old Father | it ſelfe anddifſimulation we meddle not with init ſelfe, but that hee 
withliesand | bare ſolittle reſpe& unto aged Iſaac, as to goe about romocke him 
TE with tricks and tales. Indecd before his doing of it his conſcience 
I cold him, that this was a fin, and yet he was induced by his Mother 
| [to docit, Sohe ſinned in this againſt his conſcience. 

| Have any of you done the like offence, but in a worſe manner, and 
toa worſe end towards your Fathers, tohide your faults, or to wreſt 
| money from them to ſerve the turne of your inordinate luſts, flapped 
| them in the mouth, as our proverbe 1s, with leafings, and abaſed the 
{ weakneſſe of their ſences, memory or diſcretion,with cheating tricks. 
This is a villany, God puniſhed it ſeverely in 7aceb, though he did it 
at his Mothers inſtigation, and that to keep his Father from giving 
| away theblefling. How much more muſt God puniſh in you, that 
perhaps have done itoftner, and that withour any ſuch motive, and 
to far worſe purpoſes ? 

Come, as you have ſinned with Zacob, repent with him, for though 
the Scripture doth not rehearſe his repentance in particular, yet be- 
| {| cauſe he is commended for faith, wee are ſure that he could not but 

repent for ſoknowne a fin, and ſo I beſeech you doe you all that are 
| guilty, and you alſo ſhall be pardoned. 

And now doe not embolden your ſelves to fin any of you by the| 
abuſe of his example,for you ſee into how great miſery this faultcaſt 
him ; but rather learne by him to ſhun thatwhich coſt him ſodeare. 
| zecob had nota former example to terrific him,as you have his; Lacob 
| bad not the Scripture (as you have) toterrifiehim : Let our hearts 
| | reſolve rohatea fin, and ſtrive againſt it the more, becauſe in others 


| | we may ſceour aptneſſe to ir, And let us beware that we pafie not 
| Over - 
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_ |etivy inthe hearts of the reſt, and ſometimes pride and ſelf-conceir | 
in him that findes himſelfe over-loved, and fo doth miſchicfe both 


—— 


{ 


} 


Crnar.26.'| 


$1 


over-balty centures upon them that have ſo offended, yea, though 
chey bave herein neglected the checks of their owne conſciences : 
We muſt not judge any man as an hypocrite, for any fault that is 
common to him,with laces. 

Further, Zacob offended in regard of his morher, with an exccſle of 
obedience, for he was ruled by her againſt Gods Commandemente, 
ſhe bade him diſſemble and lie, and by her faire words and perſwaſi- 
ons he was drawne to commit that great fin of lying, Ir isaficaſic 
matter for Inferiours toobey their Governours carnally, not in the 
Lord, not with reſervation of their duty to God, but a little tooun- 
limitedly, which is a fault that muſt needs be very offenſive to God. 

But take heed of this fin I beſeech you, it isa preferring of man be- 
fore God, and an a& that doth exceeding highly diſhonour God ; 


you may bereſolutenot to fin againſt him for the ſake of any man, 
though never fo much your Superiour, though never ſo much be- 
loved, | 

Bur if you have done otherwiſe, be not diſheartned, but returne 
unto God with confeſſions and humble petitions, renewing your for. 


time as abundantin mercy toall that callupon him, as formerly hec 
was : Neitherletany man ſuffer himſelfe roentertaine too bard a 
conceit againſt another whom he ſhall ſee to have been either over- 
intreared, or by threatenings over-borne, ro doe ſome evill thing ar | 
a Superiours motion ; but confider thine owne weaknefle , and re. 
member, that even 7acob did ſo too, and that when he was now paſt a 
childe, for hewas at leaſt ſixty yeares when he did this, ſo thatno 


But inreſpeR of his children ſome faults he was guilty of. | 
Firſt, he did exceflively love 7oſeph, and indiſcreetly manifeſt his 
love unto him, ſo that his brethren diſcening it, were enviouſly dil- 
poſed to him, and procured him much miſery. | 

This is a weakneſſe of Parents, not alone to overlove ſomechilde | 
above thereſt, bur alſo to ſhew it too apparently, to the breeding of 


Wayes. 
Be inftruced you Parents to moderate your affeRions to your | 
children, and toeach childe, and to moderate the demonſtrations of 
youraffetions; Ict them not be too vehementr, too frequent, roo 
fondling. | 

I know it is invaine to givethisdiriaion to Parents, for they will 
not ſee out of the blindneſſe that love worketh, what is roo vehement 
love, and what be too vehement expreſſions of it, and rules todiſcern 
It can hardly be given. For thoſe of nor ſparing them in any fin, and 
the like, doe diſcover rather the unſan&iry of love in other reſpects, 


now ſtrive toworke in your hearts ſuch an high eſteeme of God, that | - 


mer purpoſes, and you ſhall be pardoned. For the Lord is arthis | 


partof the blame can fall on the weakneſſe of youth or childhood, | 


than} 


Gen,27«tor. 
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againſt Gods | 
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| 2. He hated 


50 wiſc, 


The Example of GCnav.26. 


alſo. 
Gen. 42 .30%% 


To his family. 
x. 1n generall.. 
Gene 35. 

1, How came 
falſe gods into 
your tamily- 
Gen.43.6. and 
42.36, 


Tacob he was 
ſo careleſſe a 
Governour, 


might commit 
this greatfault' 
} without his 

{ knowledge, 


Leab, 1.c.com- 
paratiyely, yet ; 
ſhe was the 
honeſter, and | 
more meeke, 
and yertuous 


3.His benefirs, 


x .Spirituall, 


And BenJams : 


than the exccſſe. Ir is alone a fleſhly, nor a ſpirituall love, when ir 
will ſuffer them to fin, but it may be exceſſive, though it be nor ex: 
rreamly carnall. Pray to Godto diſcover it to you, and to reform= 
iriayou; Irisberterto love roo much than too little, But ze is berrey 
to ſhew love 100 little,than to ſhew it too much, eſpecially it it be with 
partiality. | 
Againe, Zacob was ſomewhat tyed towards Benjamin, and would 
not ſ&ffer him to goe our of his ſight, for feare left evill ſhould be. 
ride him by the way, and rather endured to be almoſt ſtarved, than to | 
hazzard him ina journey, This was a little too immoderate loye, 
and feare too ; bur he had loſt one ſon 1n a journey, and he is tobee 
ſomewhat more pittied in this feare, becauſe of that-former loſſe, 
yet at laft he ſuffered himſelfe to be over-perſwaded by 14dh. Jn. 
deed at firſt he was over-peremptory , Cy ſor ſhall not goe downe - 
Take heed of theſe faults, take heed of being ſofond and over. feare. | 
full of your children, ſo that you cannot ſuffer them to take neceſſa. 
ry journies leſt they may miſcarry : and be not over-refolute in any 
thing, this I will not doe, that I will not doe, God may have pur. 
poſed that that ſhall be done which thou reſolveſt ſhall not ; be nor} 
over- ſetled ina purpoſe about things of this nature, for againſt ſin- 
fulldeedsa man muſt be reſolute, and it is better to faile of keeping 
ones reſolution, than not to have it, and that alſo ſtrong, 

Further, 7acob was a little too wayward with his ſonnes, when he 
blamed them fortelling the Ruler of Agypr, that he had yer ane- 
ther ſon : we muſt beware of growing pettiſh, becauſe we be croſſed 
inany thing ſoas to accuſe the faultleſſe, bur in ſuch caſe rather 
looke up to Gods hand, and condemne not thoſe that are guiltleſſe , 
ſaying, it was long of you, and why did you ſo 2 when the thing fol. 
lowed alone accidentally, and as we call it, by mcere chance, ſo 
that no foreſight could difcerne or prevent what would follow. 

But Tacos over-lamented 7oſeph too, and ſo becomes an example of 
exceſſiveneſle of griefe, which likely will attend upon exceſhye love. 
One affe&ion pur oat of rune, brings another into the ſame diſtem- 
per : O take heed of ſuffering this paſſion of over-grieving at a 
childes death, though ſudden and violent, or any other crofle to pre- 
vaile over you ſo, that you ſhalleven ſer. your ſelves togrieve, and re- 
fuſe to take heartto your ſelves, and aſe your owne reaſon tocom.- 
fort your ſelves. 
| Thethree laſt things concerning 7aceb, are his benefits, croſles, 
Now we muſt 


ſpcake of the great benefits which God gave to 1-- 
cob, which are oftwo ſorts. ; 


Firſt, Spirituall, Secondly, Temporall. 
The fpirituall-benefits are of two ſorts. 

I. The chiefe and principall., 

| 2. Thoſethat followed hereupon. 


SHI 


GIEN. Facob. | , Chnap.26. 
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© The chicte ſpirituall bleſſing was this, that he made him a godly 
mai, giving him true faith, ſo rhat he did unfainedly beleeve in God, 
| [andwas artght godly and religious man, For it isnoted of him,that 
he beiceved in God, and was an heire with Abraham of the ſame pro. 
miſcs, both concerning the land of Canaan, as a Type, and heaven it 
ſelfe, tbe thing figured by the land of Canaan, So Tacob was a true 


Iacl, And this is the greateſt good that can be found in this life, 
in compariſon of which, all other benefits are of no value, and with- 


owne ſoule, 

Now therefore we muſt learne moſt earneſtly to ſeeke this bene- 
fit which God is rcady to give tous, as wellas to him. For Iacob was 
not godly by nature, nor by any power of his owne, but by the free 
{erace of God, and the mighty and ſaving worke of his owne bleſſed 


ory childe that ſhall crave it at his bands. -.. 

* Let no man bedifcouraged becauſe of the corruption and naugh- 

tineſſe of his nature, for thc ſame bad and depraved nature was found 

in Zacob that in himſelte, ſeeing /acob alſowasa fon of Adam, by cor- 

rupt vature a childe of wrath, and heire of death as well as any other ; 
but God did circumciſe bis heart as well as his fleſh, and made him 
partaker of the divine nature, by which be prevailed againſt the cor- 
ruptions thatare in the world through luſt, Wherefore let each of 
us take notice of hisowne wickednefle, and inability to make him- 
ſelfe good, and of his manifold ſins, and inability to procure pardon 
ofthem to himſelfe ; and let him earneſtly call upon God to worke 

true repentance, and unfained faith in him, and the Lord will graci- 
ouſly worke theſe things in him, as well as in 7acob, and will pardon 
his fins, and ſangifie his ſoule, and make him an inheritour of his 
heavenly KingdOme. | 

I beſeech you therefore, bury not your ſelves in the world, and in 
| [the ſludy of earthly things, bur Seeke firſt the Kingdome of God, and his 
(rtgbteonſacſſe, and labour to come into the ſtate of grace by medira- 
ting on the Goſpell, ſeeing your miſery in your ſelves, and endea- 
vouring toturne ufto the Lord, 


oy 


Forinthe Churchnoman is left deſtitute of grace, bur through 


% 


unto hin. | 


{ Againc, thoſe ro whom the Lord hath pleaſed eo ſhcew the ſame 


bis mercy through Chriſt, and cowalke in his wayes with truth and 


ſervant of God, and member of Chriſt, and inberitour of heaven,and | 
from bim the Church is many times called by the name of 7aceb and | 


out which , other things are nor ſufficient to make a man happy, | 
though he ſhould poſſeſſe them in never ſo great abundance; for | 
what williradvantage a man to win the whole world, and loſe his | 


Spirit, which Spirithe harh promiſed to all that aske, even as un- | 
doubtedly as any tender hearted Father will give food unto his hun: |. 


CO IORIgn—_ 


| 


{his own default in negleing the great ſalvation that is there offered |. 


{20odnefſ(e, working inthem true faith, inabling them to beleeve in | 


uprightnefle | 


I. Hz: wasa 
godly man, 
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Gen. The Exampleof Cunar2s. 


| 2. Hc had che 
priviledge of 
| che firſt-born. 


3. He had the 
lefling given 
him, 


om 
_ 


— 


| uprightnefſe of heart, muſt learne to ſhew themſelves exceeding 


thankfull ro God for this mercy, and ſtrive to take comfort init, and 
ro walkeworthy of it, Blefſe God with conftant and daily bleſſings, 
chat hath bleſſed thee with ſpirituall bleſſings in Chriſt, and re joyce 


| in the riches of thar inherirance to'which thou art interefſed and 


ſhalr poſſeſle, wharſoever wants, affliQions, crofles thou maiſt bee | 
exerciſed withall; yetbeglad in the Lord, and count thy {elfe an 
bappy man, becauſe the Lord hath granted thee that which may 
abundantly ſatisfie thy ſoule in the want of all outward things, and 
ſupport thee in all afflitions and miieries, and countervaile, and 
more then overweigh all manner of calamities. Zer zot the rich may 
rejoyce in his riches, or the wiſe man in his wiſe aome, nor the flrong man in 
hu ſtrength, nor any man in any terrene thing he hath, bur Ler him rhar 
rejoyceth, rejoyce in this, that he knoweth me ſaith the Lord, It is our duty 
to raiſe upour hearts ſo, that noearthly adverſity may coole or damp 
our prayers, and diſmay our hearts, and fill us with anguith and prief, 
and that nooutward benefits may glut and ſatt our hearts, and turne 


| us away from taking comfort in this true and everlaſting mercy. 


God hath made us his owne, given us faith, ſanQificd us by his 
Spirit, united us to his Son, and cauſed us to ſee, belecve, and em- 
brace his promiſes. VVhat though we want wealth, honour, plea- 


{ ſure,and theſe ſenſuall benefits > He hath given us Wheate, What 
| chough he feed us not with huskes > He hath given us Gold, Whar 


though he ladeus notwith dirt > Hee hath given us himſelfe, and 
his Son, Whatthough he give us not the vanities of this life > It 
isa fin fora godly man to be out of heart and comfortleſſe, becauſe 
of any other want, and any other crofle, If God have granted you 
this chiefe benefir, glory in it, and thinke that you have gorten a 
good portion, though your eſtate in the world be never ſo low and 
ore; only be ſure that your faith bee true, by caufing you roa- 
bougd in thoſe fruits of it which we ſhewed you before, that it 
brought forth in ace. | | 
Now I come to ſome lefle principall mercies flowing from this. 
Firſt, he gave him the priviledge of rhe firſt-bggne, that Chriſt 
ſhould come of him, and thar the vifible Church ſhould continue in 
his poſterity : That part of the dignity of the primogeniture, to 
have Chriſt the bleſſed ſeed come of him, cannor be beſtowed upon 
any of us : neither that, ro have a great Nation flow from our loines : 
that ſhall be alſothe Church of God, and a Nation, in which true 
religion and piety ſhall becontinued. But ro ha\® our children god- 
ly, and become members of the Church, that we muſt earneſtly de- 


| fireand ſeeke for, and thatwe may hope for and attaine, if we pray 


earneſtly for it, and make our children as good as we can, by bringing 
them up in the truc knowledge and worſhipping of God. 


Further, Zacob had the bleſſing given him; 
ſt ſon 


{ 


Firſt, by his Fathers miſtake, when he rooke him for his elde 


| Eſan, 


| Ge Ne Facob. CHaAP26, 


\Fſes,tO whom he intended the bleſling ; then after by his Fathers 
witting anddeliberate pronouncing it upon him, by the direRion 
of Gods Spirit. | 

| The former you may ſee pronounced upon him in Gezeſis, where 
'heſaith; God givethee of the dew of heaven, and after, God, Almighty 
blefſe thee, andgive thee the bleſſing of Avraham, This bleſſing is the 
betiowing upon him all temporall benefits, ſo faras they are ſubor- 
dinate to his ſpiritnall : and chen ſpirituall benefits, v7z. all ſorts 
ofgraces by which he may be happily guided to the poſlefſion of 
(life eternall. | 

This is an excellent mercy, tobe freed from the curſe of the Law, 
and to be made partaker of the bleſſing of Abraham ; even that God 


takes in hand, and conduc him ſafe to heaven at the length : Seeke 
this bleffing of God, If you feare God and walke in his wayes, hee 
will bleſle you, if you faichfully beleeve in Chriſt, and reſt upon 
him alone, you ſhall be blefled , for Chriſt hath freed us from the 
curſe, and prepared the bleſſing for us, if we be under the workes of 
the Law, we are under the curſe, but if we be of the faith of Abraham, 
we ſhall be bleſſed with faithfull -457a4ams, as S. Paul tels us. La- 
bour to beleeve, labour to goe out of your ſelves, and to ſtay alone 
upon the rightcouſneſſe of Chriſt by faich made yours,and then you 


and then you ſhall receive the promiſe of the Spirit chrough faith, 
then God will keep his Covenant of grace with you, pardon your 
fins, give you his Spirit, and make all worke together for good. 
Through faith andpatience you maſt inherite the promiſes, and the bleſ: 
ſing which Eſas was excluded from, (though he would have inherited 
it,)becauſe he ſought it not of God, bur of 7ſaac his Father, 

And you that have right unto Gods bleſſing, becauſe you are 
faithfull, rake comfort in it, and be thankfull for ic. Gods bleſſing 
isarich thing, it is more than all honours, it is fruitfull of all com- 
fores; hethat is bleſſed of God ſhall wanr no good thing, ſhall have 
earth and heaven, and all things that his heart can deſire. 

It any ſay, but we ſee that ſuch men meete with evill enough in 
the world > 

The anſwer is, that if we looke with the eye of fleſh alone, wee 
thinke that we ſee it ſo, but we thinke falſly, for if wee would look 

with the eye of faith, we ſhould ſee it otherwiſe, for the bleſſing of 
God caufeth croſſes to worke for our ſpirituall good, for our in- 

creaſe of holineſle and happineſſe, and it is the efficacy of Gods 

bleſſing, that irturneth evillchings unto good for them rowhom 

itisgranted : as it is the efficacy of Gods curſe , that it turneth 

all good rhings to hurt in them that lie under it. You may therefore 

be aſſured you are under the blefſing, whereof you may be aſſured, if 
by a firme faith you cleave unto God. 

—_ | Hh  _ Bart 


| & 2934s 


ſhall love one, take careof him, and proſper him in all things hee | 


ſhall inherite the bleſſing, and then you ſhall inherite the bleſſing, 


ry 


— as 


Gen.27.28,29, 


Gal 3-9,19, 


is |Grx. T he Example of Cur 
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Gadd | Bur further, the Lord did often appeare to 7aceb to confirme ang 
viten *PP2® eſtabliſh his faith, and ro comfort his ſoule, and fill him ful! of ſpi- 


to laroy, 7: . : 
corfirme and |rituall joy and peace. 


eſtobliſh his Firſt, he appeared unto him when he was benighted in a deſolate 
—=_xP 2.14 [and ſolitary place, when hee fled from his brother, and gave him 
I | large and comfortable promiſes, that he would be his God,pive that 
| land to him and his ſeed, multiply bis ſecd as the daft, and in his 
ſeed bleſſeall Nations, and would keep him, and bring him againe, 
and never leave till he had fulfilled his good word. Doe but thinke 
what a chearing this was to 7acobs heart in this exigent, that Gag 
himſelfe tooke care of him, and came to him 1n ſuch an excellenr 
viſion tocomfort him. EO Os : | 

Secondly, God appeared to him againe when he lived in Zabans 
houſe, and received very bard meaſure from Zhan about his wages, 
| and gave him gracious promiſes to ſuſtaine his drooping ſpirit, bid. 
| ding him looke on the Rammes leaping on the cattel ring. ſtreaked, 
and bade him returne home to his Fathers houſe, promiſing him 
| thathe would be with him : no doubt but though the grumbling 
| of Laban, and the diſcurteous carriage of his ſonnes, as well as him-| 
; ſelfe, did make the ſoule of 7acob fad and penfive, yet the viſions of | 
| God cleared up his ſad countenance, and enlivened his drooping ſpi. 
 rit againe, and made him able ro rake comfort, notwithſtanding all 
thoſe injuries. 

Thirdly, God appeared againeunto him, after Laban was depart- 
| ed from him, cauſing an whole hoſt and army of Angels to attend 
| him,making him know that he ſhould be ſafe enovgh in his Church, 
| how weakly ſoever he ſeemed to pe provided : for theſe two hoſts 
of immortall ſpirits would ſerve him againſt any rage of man, 

And againe, God himſelfe appeared ro him a lictle before his 
brother Eſau methim, after he was informed of his comming , and 
though he wraſtled with him, ro try his faith, yer ar laſt he bleſſed 
him, and called him 7ſ#acl, and told him, that He had power with God 
45 4 Prince, andwith man too, and ſhouldprevaile : How did this g@haſe} 
| away all bis feares, and fill his ſoule with confidence and joy ? 

A fifth time God appeared unto him, and bleſſed him, and re- 
newed the name of ſ7ac/ to him, and promiſed to multiply him, and 
give the land of Canaan to his ſeed after him. This alſo was agreat | 
conſolation tohim, and confirmed him againſt the feares he concet- 
ved, leſt the menof the Countrey might be inſenced againſt him for 

the wickcdneſſe of his ſons. 


Yer a ſixth rime God appeared unto him when he was about to 
goe downe to Agypt at his ſon Zeſephs ſending for him, and rold him 
' j hewas$his God, bid himnor feare, told him he would make him a} 
grcat Nation, &c. as you may there reade, which was a moſt joyful! 
and comfortable thing uato the old mans ſoule. 


Here now is a great favour, which Ged affoorded to this 00d 
man, 


_ 


| Gen. Facob, GCuar.s, 
'man, he appeared to him oftner than ever he had done to any of his 
'Forefathers, that everwe reade of. 
| Ifany ſay, what is that tous, to whom God uſeth not now to ap- 
neare in dreames and viſions, and like kindes of apparitions > 

[ anſwer. It is much ro us, and we muſt conſider whether God 
-youchſafe to appeare tous alſo, For now he appeareth more ſpiritu: 
ally, but not leſſe comfortably to his ſervants; when we come to 
his Word and finde him there, in his Ordinances, confirming our 
faith, trengrhening our ſoules ; now he appeareth tous, So when we 
come to his Sacrament, and by it fecle an increaſe of faith, and in- 
ward joyes, now WC ſce God. Soin meditations, and (oliloquies, O 
labour to catry your ſelves ſo, that you may ſee God in his Sancua- | 
ry, as David ſaith inthe Pſalme, and that your hearts may be filled 
with ſpiricuall joy. Theſe ſpiricuall viſions are the comfortableſt 
things in theworld, when we labour to walke humbly with God, 
then will hee come to us, and ſhew himſclfe rous, as our Lord 
romiſerh, and ſuppe withus, even make us to feele his favour in 
ſenſible manner. ; 

And if God doe appeare tous ſo, you are to eſtceme highly of 
bis favour, and to ſtudy to requite his mercy by a more crefull en. 
deavour to walke holily before, and with him: = 

Laſtly, a great ſpirituall bleſſing it was, that Go heard his pray- 
ers, when he prayed to him in his ſeverall neceſſities, and that bee was 
able to prevaile with God, as you have hcard*before that he did. 
That a poore meane worme ſhould have acceſſe unto the Throne of 
grace with confidence, and ſhould no ſooner aske aby thing of God, 
but that the Lord opens his eare and grants ir; what a fingular pri. 
viledge is it, and this is a mercy promiſed to all Saints. For ſo faith 
our Saviour, 1fmy moras abide in yor, and you abide inme, aske what you ' 
will and you ſhall haveit., And againe, S. /0#z telleth us, Thrs i our 
confidence , that whatſoever we aske according to his will , he heareth us : 
Therefore let us keepe our intereſt into this mercy , by not ha. 
,ving reſpe& to finne in our hearts, and by conſtant enceavour-to 


| 


God favourable.to us ia this kinde, ſothat we loſe not our prayers 
which wee makeuntohim, let us then comfort our felves in this 


| [a3 hee doth yeeld a patisnteare toour ſupplications. 

And now of 7acobs temporall benefits. 

Firſt, he was bleſſed with a large eſtare in the world, according to 
bis profeſſion, beinga Shepheard, his flocks did thrive, he had cat- 
tell and ſervants in abundance. God bleſſed him in LZabavs houſe, 
and made all. the ſtronger cattell to bring forth juſt ſuch kinde of 
young as Laban had conſented togive him for his wages; ſo that he 
could not bur ſee a Divine hand, raking Labars goods, and, giving 


walke holily before the Lord. And if we have found, and doe finde | 


benefit, and be carefull to yeeld as obedient an eare to his word, | 


5. God heard 
hisprazeis. 


lohn I 5,17: 
I JTehn$5.,14. 


2, His tempos 
ra]lbenefits. 
I. He hada 
large eflare, 


Gen. 31.9; | 
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them tohim, as himſelfe noteth; 
Hh 2 Riches | 


2 


| 


3, God delive- 
red him out of 
all adver ſity. 
Gen.4$.16. 
Vouchſafed 
him three 
grear delive- 
ranccs, 

I eFrom Ef, 4s 


2, Laben. 
Gen.33,10. 


GeEne3 I e-26 


3. The Tnhas 
birants of the 
Cauntrey, 
Gene3 $.5s 


3. Iacob had a 
largc off» 


ſpring. 


| 


(Tt N. The Exampleof Crap. = : 


Riches are no great matter, butwhen God giveth them as tok, ns of 
his love and tender reſpe&, rhey are deſirable. Let thoſe thar enjoy 
rhem,be ſure that they come to them from God as fruits of his good. 
neſle, orelſe the worſt men may be wealthier than the beſt, Ang 
let thoſe that are upright with «0b, learne to truſt God with their 
eſtate, and to know that what ſhall be good for them, ſhall be ſca- 
ſ{onably provided for them. : 

Secondly, God delivered him out of all adverſity, as himſelfe faith on 
his death-bed ; The Angel that redeemed me from all evill, 

His three greateſt dangers were firſt from Eſau, both when hee 
went unto Paday Aram, and when hee returned ;, at the former 
time God brought him ſafe to Padar, and ſoreſtrained the minde 
of Eſas, that then hee put off the thought of killing him, to his Fa. 
thers death ; and at the later time God ſo melted him, that hee 
ſhewed himſelfe exceeding kinde, and fell upon his neck and kiſſed 
him, inſtead of killing him, which hee had intended; and there. 
ſore hee tels Eſaw , that hee had ſeene his face as the face of 
Go »Þ. 


| 


Laban purſued him too with a purpoſe to ſtrip him of all, and to 
ſend him empty home, and he had power in his hand to doe it, as 
himſelfeſaich, but God appeared to him, and rebuked him, thar 
he durſt not handle him amiſfle. | 

The Inhabitants of rhe Countrey were much inſenced againſt 
him inreſpe& of that outragions murder and rapine commitred up. 
on the Sichemites, and by his Sons, in ſo much that 7acvb feared 
much that they would purſue bim, and cut him off: but God cafta 
feare into their hearts, ſo that they did not offer any violence uato 
him, as 1s noted by the Story. 

. Theſe three great deliverances God vouchſafed 7zcob. O let us 
learneto turne to God, and to walke before him in truth, and then 
we ſhall bave God ready to helpus inall our neceſſities, and at thar 
time, and inthoſe exigents to provide for us meanes of eſcapeby 
his providence, when our owne wit and ſtrength faileth ; as we finde 
him dealing with Iacob : Whar could he doe againſt Eſas, Laban, or 
the Inhabitants of the Countrey > Let us cleave to God, that hee 
may be our Buckleralſo, and our ftrong Tower, and Rocke of de- 
fence, and if we have found ſo much favour with God, as to reſcue 
us out of ſuch dangers as ſeemed unpreventable , let not us attribute 
the deliverances toany other ſecondary cauſes, but even ſee Godin 
thery, aſcribe them tohim, and learne thence to feare, honour, and 
praiſehim. Thoſe deliverances are indeed profitable, that are cords 
of kindneſſe to tic us nearer to God. 

Hee that improveth not ſuch benefits to that end, loſeth the moſt 
defirable fruit of them. 

Further, 7acob had a large off-ſpring of children, twelve ſons and 
one daughter, this is a favour to give a man ſtore of children; of 


theſe 
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{theſe ſons all had wealch enough, /oſcph.was. very: religions 19-his 
youth, and Benjamin Civill and orderly at leaft, and at.the end allof | 
them turned home and became godly men. 'O happinefle, to. haye ſo 
many children, ſome goad betime, all holy at laſt-! all proſperous | 
' in outward things, and one much advanced. EE -ooe fr van 
| Another mercy of God, was the providing of. 7ofeph as a man be- | 4 7/eph main- 
fore to maintaine him and his family in Azypt, and bringing him | penn | 
' to ſee loſeph, and enjoy bis preterment for ſeventcen yeares rogether, | tamice, 
' where he lived in as greata fulneſſe of proſperity, andconcluded his 
| dayes as. happily as ever mandid, living in: oſephs boſome as it were, 
ſeingall his children godly and proſperous, and feeling noconfide- 
rable adverfity, having 7oſep4s oath alſo to bury him in Canaan. This 
is a ſingular favour of God, tomake ones old age proſperous, and to 
\cauſc his eyes to ſee ſo much happineſſe as he can wiſh, when now he 
is ready tO leave the world. Marke the rigbteous man in the Pſalme, | 
itis ſaid, The end of that man i peace, Study righteouſneſle, that you 
- [may inherice this bleſſing, and never threaten your ſelves how milſe- 
rable you ſhall be hereafter : God can provide wayes that you know — 
'not,to make you ſafe and comfortable beyond your thoughts. O be 


faithfull with him, and truſt in him, and feare nothing. So much 
for Tacobs lite. 
| Now forhis death, -— OY | | 
Itwas a moſt ſeaſonable death, after a large time of life, a moſt | His dearh was" 
peaceable death in the midſt of his Sonnes\'a moft religions death, En 
bleſſing them, and confirming their faith with his laſt words ; a mot | religious, and 
comfortable death; ſo ſoone as he. had ended his bleſſing, he pulled | <v=fo:table- 
[up his legs and gave up the Ghoſt; and then he had alſoanhonou- my 
rable embalming and buriall, as at large is ſer downe if the Story. 
Who would nor wiſh ſuch a death > ©. BH © = 
| -Andyetmore, afterdeath be hath an;honourable:name on earth, | After death 
and liveth in eternall glory in heaven, - © , |icbacanbe- 
| Now letus imitate /acobs vertaues, and labour. co be upright, and | came. 
then notwithſtanding many fins, we ſhall have at laſt eternall happi- 
nefſe, and ſo much happineſſe inthis world alſo as'is needfall for us. | —_ 
Now we will ſhew you whatcalamities he ſuffered, forthe people | 4. His croſſes. 
of God muſt looke to ſuffer much tribulation in this; world, as-it is 
foretold them, both becauſe their owne need requirerh. it, to make. 
and keep them good, and cauſe them to grow: in goodneſſe,, as allo 
becauſe the Lord ſces it fir thus romagnifie his power, juſtice, wiſ 
dome, and goodneſſe, in ſuſtaining and delivering them. His cha- 
ftifements then were theſe. SORE I 
Firſt, that his Father did not love him ſo well as his brother, but | r His Father 
did manifeſtly prefer hunting Zſas beforehim in his.affeions, -and |'27<<pim vt | 
afforded him no great fignes of love, bur thjs was ſomewhat mitiga: [brorher, | 


ted, becauſe God inclined his mothers heart tohim, who art leaſt: in | | 


this matter was better than her husband. ; ae I 
Hh 3 RERET ..... 


| EET 


ak td. tte. PeIPRa9 


— 


go 


Gen7.25,26. 


| 
2. His brother 
1 Eſay hated 
| him, and re- 
1 ſolved to kill 


his 


thet ſhew you kindneſſe. | 

3. Hefledin A third crofſe, was his flight into Padan 47am, and being benighr. 

| to Pader cd in the way, ina ſolicary and deſerc place all alone, which yer was 

- ak fn | mitigated by the goodnefle of God appearing to him ina dreame. 

| * | Tobedrivenoutof one Countrey, and forced to hard and ſolitary 

cravell, and to meet with fuch kinde of accidents, as benighting, and 

the like, be calamities; we muſt even prepare for them, that we may 

' | beare them without diſcouragement, as ſecing God in them, and 

| coffidering that he is withus, when we wantorher company. 

| 4. Laban his | Now in Labans houſche-merwith great croſſes. | 


| (os "Y p. The Example of '$: H A © "fl | 


Now if it be the lor ofany childe to beinegleed of his Parents, 
and to have irfeligious brethren preferred before him, let him beare 
it patiently, it was 7ucobs lor, and let him not be diſcouraged from 
good wayes, for at laſt God may change his Parents hearts unto him. 
[r could not but grieve Lacob, that his Father ſhoald ſodiſaffea him, 
as tO give away the bleſſing from him, But ler children to whom it 
befallerh, beare the crofle quierly,for-it is eafie with God to make al] 
end well. | | es 
Another croſſe that befell him in his Fathers houſe, was this, his 
brother Eſa was bitter againſthim, and reſolved ro kill him, A mij. 
ſerable calamity to be hared of his owne brother, and ro have his own 
brother, yea a twin, borne at the ſame time, to hate bim ſo ſharply, as 
co intend hisdeath. : You muſt looke for ſuch a crofle, and beare it if 
it come, and bleſſe God ifhe have pleaſed ro keep you from ſuffering 
it; ſo that yourbrothers and kindred agree well with you, and ra- 


b 


Father in 1.aw | 


in his wifc., 
Gen,29, 


2. In his wages 


3- Purſucdhim 
with an intene 


tioato take 
all from him, 


deceived him | 


dealing acknowledge Gods goodnefle in it. The contrary would raft 
very ſowre, letthis drive you to moſt hearry and bumble thaokſgi- 
ving. It ſhould be confeſſed a very great mercy to'eſcape very great 
 croffes ; and if you pehaps meet with the ſame croſſes, be quiet, for 


I. His Father deceived himin his wife, ſubſtieuting Zeb in Rachels 
ſtead, then which, how could a. man-more beguile another, for by 
that meaneshee was compelled to adde ſeven yeares ſervice more, 

 Againe, he ſought todeceive him in his wages, and changed ir 
many times, being angry that God gave him ſo large and plentiful] 
a recompence; then he grumbled at him, and Idoked diſcurteouſly 
upon him, as alſo did hisſbns. TONS. ALI 

And laſt of all be purfued him with an intention to take all from 
bin, and there falſly accuſerh him of ſtealing his gods. Sce here 
from his Father in Law,and Vncle,moſt unjuſt and diſcurteous uſage: 
you that have found at leatwith your neareft friends juft and kinde 


did nor Zacob bearethem, and why not you > Wee muſt nor thinke, | 


never man Was ſo uſed as Iam, and by that. counterfeir aggravation 
flatter our ſelves in our impaticncy, and make our ſelves beleeve wee 
bave cauſe to be diſtorbed;, bur rather informe our ſelues of chat 
which fell ro other of Gods Saints,'and fo bring our paſſions toa 
realonablecalmneſle. 
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 But1n his journey he was like to fall into a great danger, tor his 
brother Eſas came againſt him with foure hundred ſouldiers, intend 
ing to kill him, and that affrighted him exceeding much; bur you ſee 
what end God made. Learne eo ſtand alwaies ready for death, and 
yet alwaies confident in God, though you ſee not how toeſcape the 
ſame ; bur now ſec his croſſes in his children. | bog 
_ Firſt, Reuben defiowred his Concubine, Dinah his daughter was 

 [deflowred.; His fonnes uſed fraud and deceic &© couzen the Siche- 
mites, and then moſt barbarous cruelty in killing all che men, and 
ſpoiling the women, children, and goods, and when he reprovyed' 
them for it, they made him a ſurly anſwer. Shallthey abuſe or ſiſter as 
4Whore ? Then Rachel dyed inchildbed, or travel), then /9:ph was 

fold into Zgypr, but as he thoughr, ſlaine, even /oſeph his moſt belo. 

ved and towardly fon. After /#da/ went from him, and his two ſons. 
were naught, and himſclfe defiled his day 
ſons by ber. 
A great griefe and diſgrace to /acob , Then S:»e0n-was detained 
in Zgypr, and Benjamin muſt needs travell downe, rothe great feare 
and doubtofrheold man : and this was the laſt of his croſſes ; ſave 


to Egypt, - TW 
| Sohavel briefly run over Jacobs miſcries, but they lay hard and 


[heavy apan him. Of allwhich you muſt make theſe uſes. 

| Firſt, bethankfull foreſcaping the like, prepare for them hereaf. 
|ter, beare thoſe that doe come, patiently, And take heed of provo- 
king God, for he is not a fond Father, but W# ſcourge every ſon whom: | 
he recetueth. | 

- For the firſt, you have heard how many miſeries this godly man was 
exerciſed withall : Let me propound one queſtion unto you, Thinke 
you that your ſelves have more wie than he had, or more goodneflc, | 
or more of both > I preſume 1 may make anſwer for you, thar you 
will notbe ſoover-conceired of your ſelves, as to affirme cicher of 
theſe things. | 

Now if you be neither wiſer, nor godlier than he ; how commerh 
it that you have ſo long lived in the world, and yet have normet with 

diversof thoſecroſles that followed him > No, nor any in all your 
lives ſopinching or grievous. Sure if it be not robe attributed ro 
your naderſtanding, and piety (as it is not; it you doe indeed ac. : 
knowledge your ſelves to be not ſuperiour, orratber nor equall unto 
Lacob therein, who yerdid meete with them ) chen nuſt you aſcribe | 
the ſame tothe wiſdome and goodnefſe of God, rtharhath diſpoſed: 
of things ſo by his wakefall providence, as thar-ſuck: miſeries have: 
not way-laid you, and ſeized upon you. Therefore you mult [carne 

tobe humbly thankful ro him, and praiſe his holy:name, acknow-' 
ledge his bountifulneſſe, gracionſneſſe, and rendernefſe, rhat hath! 
{pared you from ſuch ſmarting ſtroakes, as theſe that ferched blood: 


ghrter in Law, and hadtwo | 


[that he lived in a grievous famine for two yeares, till he came downe | 


5- Eſau crme 
ac irſt him 
with an army 
j"t.n'ingto 
kill nim, 
Gene35.22. 
and Chap. 34. 


6, He was 
croficd in his 
children; 


Gen.35.16, 


z, Hc lived in 
a grievous fa- 
mine fertwo 
JEAarcs, 


_and| 


— "i 


PRey"'y . 


| 902 | Ginn. The Exampleof Cuavr.zs. 

' | and teares as it were from good 1aceb, for holy a man. If we be pre- 
ſerved from crofles that other men feele, wee begin to life up our 
| ſelves, to commend and prefer our ſelves above them thar arc heavier 
laden, and toflacter our ſelves, as if we were more loved of God than 
| they ; thenour caſe is our bane, and it ſhewes that we have nor grace 
to make agood uſe of caſe; bur if we confelle thatwe have deſerved 
| as much and more, and had as little ability ro ſhun them, only God 
| rendering our weaknolle, bath uſed us with more clemency, and ſo 
make this clemency an argument of praiſing him, and of being more 
carefull topleaſe him, who would not ſtrike us, though he had both 
provocation from us, apd ability in himſelte, this is an holy uſe of 
the abſence of the croſle, ft 

Say then, waſt thou ever driven out of thine owne habitation, to 
ſerve ina ftrange place, and an hard maſter that wronged thee, and 
uſed thee diſcurtcouſly > Waſt thou ever in danger to have all thy 
goods taken from thee by an enraged man, fironger than thy ſelfe, 
and purſuing thee witha revengetull minde 2 nor waſt thou never in 
perill of thy life by arevengefull perſon armed with foure hundred 
ſouldiers ? nor waſt thou never tormented with ſeeing thy ſonnes 
murderers, couzeners, and robbers 2 nor haſt thou nevcr loſt a deare |. 
childe, and thought him flaine by a violentdeath > nor did never 
no ſon of thine commit inceſt with his mother in law > if nor, ſee 
how favourable God hath been tothee above 14c0b, and praiſe, love, 
an honour him, and make his gentleneſſe an argument of turning 
and obeying ; for if thou compare thy fins with 7acobs, there need be 
no doubr, bur that thine have been as great as his, and thy repentance 
as little. Bur it is our good, not our fins that God lookes to- incor- 
reQing, asa Father correQs not a little childe for as great a fault, ſo 
much as bedoth a ſtronger. 

Againe, learne to beare the croffes thou haſt, wich more patience 
and quictnefſe of minde, by comparing rhem with 74cobs crofles, 
' which have been more in number, and more weighty, and grievous. 

Why doth any of you my Brethren take the matter {Þ heavily, 
that ſome childe of his is ſomewhat ſtubborne and il! diſpoſed 2 | 
When none of them have committed murder, inceſt, rapine, and 
ſuch ſins as Jacobs ſons did commir. VWhy doe you: make ſuch a ſtir 
at wrongs 2 VVhen none of you were ever ſo purſued by any foe; as /a- 
cob was by his brother and Father in Law, Why doe you take on ſo 
| for the ordinary and naturall death ofa childe > ſeeing none of you| 
hath had ſuch a childe torne by: wilde beaſts, or ſome other like vio- 
lence, as 1acob conceived /oſeph to have miſcarried. Why doe you 
| complaineof famine, and of want > Vhennoneof you hatb fuffer- 
ed ſuch a famine as compelled him to ſend ſo far as aces ſent to 
Zgyptfor Corne, which is thought co be not much lefle than two| 
hundred miles : Wecomplaineof eaſe. If our ſo much lamented 
| affliQions were laid inthe ballance with 7acobs,we ſhould finde them 
very 
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[very lighr and crifling buſineſſes in compariſag, War of looking 
about, and obſerving the burdens that are faſtened unro other mens 
| ſhoulders, cauſeth us to aggravate our owne ſo much'in our owne 
conceirs, as thatby making rhemſeeme extraordinarily heavy, wee 
[even wilfully caft our ſelves intoexceſſive ſortow for therns 

| But againe, you rhae are yet at caſe, and have nor. taſted any ſo 
bitter a Cup as /acob did many, muſt bee perfwaded to take ſome 
paines with your owne hearts, to make yourſelves thinke chat ſome 
ſuch crofles may befall you, and rherefore to prepare forthem by re- 


ſlanQtifie chem to you. 


hopes, rather then co forewarne it ſelfe with wiſe warnings : OT} 
hope I ſhall never ſee my children, my wife ſonaught, I ſhall never 
finde ſuch ill uſage, I bope. Come hither vaine man, and either | 
give a good reaſon of thine hopes, or elſe confeſſe them to be fruits 
of thine cxtreaine folly, and doting ſclf-love. 
Hath God ever promiſed thee, that no ſuch thing ſhould befal] 
thee > Iam ſure thou canſt ſhew no ſuch promite. Haſt nor thou 
deſerved as much as 1acob, tobe ſeverely chaſtened of God >? I am 
ſare thou oughteſt toſay yes. Doth nor thy body, ſoule, name,chil- 
Cren,licabroad in as open a Sea,and as tempeſtuous 2 Here alſorthou 
oughteſt to ſay yes, and therefore ſhouldeſt alſo condemne theſe (1- 
ken ſoft hopes of thine, and fay, Well, God may make me as afflicted 
as 7acob, and therefore I will even expect the ſame, or as bad , and if 
they come I will beare them all, ſeeing God and my ill deſervings 
inthem. Yonder is a very towardly boy, I love him dearely : whar if I 
ſhould heare he were torne of beafts > Lord if it be thy will, ler ir 
not be ſo; bur if itbe, make me to beare it with quietneſſe : and why 
ſhould I not ſo ſtoope to thy will in every thing ; yea I will doe it 
by thy grace. Ifthou ſay, I ſce many eſcape ſuch croſſes, 
| Tanfwer, and thou ſeeſt maiy afficed with them, and why maiſt 
not thou be amongſt the number of thoſe that ſuffer them, as well as 
of thoſe that eſcape them... 
But laſtly, take heed of making over-bold with Gods favour, as a 
wantonchilde, that preſumes he ſhall not be whipr, and therefore 
cares not almoſt what wanton and evill prankes he playes. Doe you 
not ſee berethatthe Lord of heaven knowes how to whip his owne 
children throughly and to purpoſe > You have not to deale with a 
fooliſhly pitrtifull Father, that cannor finde in his heart co heare his 
children cry, and fee them ſmart and bleed. No, he can ſtrike,he can 
lay iton ſoundly, he can make you roare, and cry, and bleed, hee can 
doe it ; yea, and he will doe it too, if he finde that your conceit of his 
love and gentleneſſe brings forth no berter fruit in you than this, 
that by preſuming of it, you are made more wicked, 


ſolving to beare them, and praying God ro fir you for them, and | 


Mans ſclf-loving minde is willing; to flatter it ſclfe with gaod | 


| 


Wherefore ſay to thy ſelfe, if ſuch abominable fancies ariſe ; 
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fooliſh |_ 
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fooliſh man that Tam, doe Iſo requite the Lords kindnefſe > Doe I 


hedidentertaine ſuch preſumptuous conceits, How then will hee 
deale with me, if I doe ſo exceedingly provoke him, by ſo exceeq. 
ingly abuſing his goodnefſe > And fo frame to condemne and blame 
chy wickedneſſe in having ſuch motions, and pray to God to worke 
in thine heart a reverend awe of his Majeſtie, by making 
his juſtice and anger ſo terrible to thee, as to 
make fin abominable , that would 
inſence that wrath and 


juſtice againſt thee, 


3X, % 
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ur his clemency to this uſe 2 Did he not cut and wound Zacobs ſoul» 
Did he not handle him roughly 2 even though we never reade that | 


Or Tacoss Wives. 
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PS F3<{Rom the Story of 1acob, I proceed to his Wives 
SN and Children, and ſo to other his contempora- 

ries, 1acob had foure Vives. It wasnort his own 
S ſeeking, thathis Wives grew to ſuch a number, | R 
for hewas painfull and laborious, and a chaſte 
1 Man, that would very contentedly have ſatisfied 
3 himſelfewith one woman. But he was drawne in. 

tothis way of Polygamy by ſeverall occaſions. 
Now of his Wives, the truc and lawfull Wife was Rachel, for her 
he agreed, with her he eſpouſed himſelfe (as it 1s like, for we cannor | 
thinke bur thatafter his Father had promiſed togiveher to him up- 
on ſeven yeares ſervice, he would acquaint berwith it, and deſire her | 
200d will, and unlefſe he had attained it, the marriage would nor 
have proceeded, and been as it was, folemnly celebrated) to her hee | 
bare fingularaffe&ion, and her alone he looked for. | 
Now for Rachel, you know whoſe daughter ſhe was, vis. Labans, oa her 
the brother of xcbekkeh , here Couſin-germans married without |" "© 
(cruple; but no marvel, for they made no queſtion of nearer matches. 
A man might marry his Fathers daughter, his ſiſter, as 46braham did | 
Sarah, A man might marry with two ſiſters, as Tacos did Rachel _— | 
Leav, 


{ 


y_— 


Wy 
{j ' , yy, \ : 
WATTLETEDDS 


iN {3 


MM 


ql 
A 


Ll 
_ 
- ' 
ws 
i 
W—_ 


Ld 


I _— 
7 


The! 


mo 2h. 


GN. The Example of ; Cuae.zo., | 


x. Her faults. 


1. She was En» 
vious toward 


her ſiſter, 


Envy $a 
Ereat VICE? 


| Mark »7o&Gs 


Rom, ,29. 


; Gals5,21 > 


' | forus in this matter. 
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Envy isa fin much tobe blamed, you may ſee in this Example what 


Leah. The Lord had nor yer abridged the liberty of contracting ma. | 
Triage, as with any more remote, fo with them that were neareſt in 
blood and alliance. Thereforetheir examples muſt be no prefgent 


But of Rachel let us conſider after her Parentage , her life and ! 
death, and inher life : 1. Her faults. 2. Her vertues, 3, Her 
crofſes. * 4. Her benefirs, and ſo toher death. 

Firſt then, her faults ; She was a woman of great imperſeQions: 
theſe are plainly noted in her. | 

Firſt, ſhe was envious towards her fiſter, as you ſee Gez. 30. r, It 
vexed her not alone that ſhe had nochildren, but that her fifter had : 


itis; ſucha vexing at anothers having what I have nor, as doth 
eſtrange my minde, and work a degree of hatred towards the perſon 
that hath ir. | 

The firſt, and moſt remarkable example of this vice is found in 
Cain, it ſhewes it ſelfe here againe in Rache/, Let us conſider what a 
loathſome vice it is, that we may the better ſhun it. The Word of 
God hath given us frequent warning of it in blaming it ſo often, it | 
ſhewes how aptwe are to it, and how diligently we ſhould oppoſe ir, 
and preſerve our ſelves from it, eur Saviour is pleaſed ro reckon ir 
among the evill things that come out of the heart, and doe defile the | 
man, and giveth itthe name of anevill eye, becauſe ir ſhewes it ſelfe | 
preſently inthe eye and countenance, and cauſeth a dejefted coun- 
tenance, and a vile looke towards the party envied, as it is ſeen in 
Cain and Saxl., It isa paſſion that will not be kept in, but will bewray 
it ſelfe in oggde lookes and caſts of the eye. S. Paul reckons it up 
among thoſe ſins wherewith the Gentiles were full, vis, of Fxvy, 
murder, g&, and you ſeewith what companions he joynes it, murder, 
debate, for theſe indeed bethe fruits that follow from it, as in Sax, 
Cain, and the Phariſees is evident, S. Pan alſo reckons it amongſt 
che number of the things which are fruits of the fleſh, and which he 
that doth, ſhall not inherite the kingdome of heaven, exvyings, mur- 
ders, where you ſee likewiſe how he fellows ir with murders,as he had 
done before. In the ſame Epiſtle he forbids it, ſaying, Let us not vec 
covetors of vain-elory, proveking one another, envying one another. Saint 
Tames ſaith, that here envying and ſtrife is, there is confuſion, and all 
manner of evill workes, It is thought to have been one of the firſt ſins 
of the devill. For what could move him to ſecke the overthrow of 
our firſt Parents Adam and Eve, but together with an hatred of God 
from whom himſelfe had fallen, an evill affe&ion towards them that 
ſtood entire in that good eſtate, which himſelfe had loſt, vi7, the fa- 
vour'of God, and true happineſſe > Now this vice is injurious 0 
God, to the party envyed, to the enviers ſelfe, and tothe focietics of 
mankinde, 


Firſt to God,to whom it will not grant the freedome of dil] —_ 
JIS | 
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his owne gifrs according to bis owne good pleaſure. Envy- againſt 
bim that excels us, carries with it by way of implication at tealt; and 
{Fnetimes expreſly, blaming, condemning, murtering againſt him 


| thathath granted to another what be hath denicd untome. They 
| murmured againſt che houſholder in the parable, that were troubled 


| f 
the firſt. - . 
Now what anaudaciouſneſle is.this in the creatures, to ſet rules 


tothe Creator 2 and to binde him, that he ſhall not ſhew himſelfe 
more bountifull to another than to ones ſelfe. ' Are not we diſcon- 


thing than himſelfe > Ve cannotendure that our infer:ours ſhould 
' ſet lawes tous, and appoint us what to ge to others, what tother : 
We muſt know our ſelves to forget our ſelves much if we will pre- 


when we take occaſion from his bounty to repine. For if it bewell 
done, why arewe vexed > If not, upon whom is che blame laid > 


meaſure to him, as we would not have meaſured toour ſelves by ano- 


| ther, Who doth not blame another forvexing at his proſpericy, and | 


for having a grudge againſt him becauſe God bath done him good > 
| Would we not that all ſhould rather:Jove us, reſpe& us more, and 
rejoycewirhus > Thereforewe doe injury to our neigbbour, in do- 


———— — 


eth himſelfe both becauſe he doth-vexe and eate out his owne heart 
tono purpoſe (for neithor ſhall another .proſper-leſfe, nor he more, 
becauſe of ſuch his inordinate diſtempers) as alſo becauſe he makes 
himſelfe lie open to moſt grievous ſins of deeratting, ſlandering, and 
| practiſing all injuries, yea, and murderat the laſt. He is inthe high 
way that will lead him to many fins; yea, to the ſhedding of inno - 
cent blood, that entertaincth this dtabolicall humour of envy. And 
he wrongeth the whole ſociety, becauſe he is diſtempered ac that 
which maketh for the common good, even the diſtribution of Gods 


rels, which gll hinder the common welfare of the places where they 
be. Beſides, this is a fruit of pride. and uncharicablene fe, and muſi 
needs be hatefull ro Gad, who.loves.only the humble and charita- 
ble. Envy is a vice, unto the making of which many vices concurre: 
Isnorance, folly, pride;uncharitableneſle, ſelf-love, and the like : Ir 
. [15a vice which bringeth-forth many other vices, contenrion, ſtrife, 
ſwellings, turults, whiſperings, back-birings, murders and all evill 


How ſoon doe children begin ro thew it > how doth it grow: ſtronger 
by continuance, increaſing in ſtrengrb:as the body increaſerh'3 yea, 


A———...... 


(ro ſee thoſe of the eleventh houre ro have equall wages withthem ar 


ſcribe to God, and it is nothing elſe bur a very preſcribing to God, | 


ing what we would not have done to our felves.: The envious wrong. | 


gifts differently as hiauſelfe ſees fir, and intharhe is broody of quar- | 


deeds. Therefore let us finde ir our, and:chaſe-it away :*:You ſhall | 
eaſily perceive that it is aweed which growes in-our corrupr” nature. | 


rented, if one childe grudge becauſe another hath a bigger or better | 


- Further, iris a wrong to the party envyed, for it is to meaſure ſuch | 


how doth it live inold men too, and vexe them alſo that ſhould have' 
2) I1 more | 
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moreunderſtanding ? as experience ſheweth. Indeed the elder:can 
aſe more craft to hide it, bur many times they have no more wildoge 
1ro ſubdue it than the younger, 2 LOL 
I pray you finde it outeach one 1n himſelfe, and fight againſt ir, 
as one of the moſt loathſome fruits of the fleſh. And ftrive you to 
get ſucha meaſure of humility and cbarity, as may not alone pre- 
ſerve you from this vice, but make you rejoyce with them that re. 
joyce, and turne the proſperity of others into matter of gladneſle, 
even then when your ſelves want it : Happy 1s he that partakes jn 
every mans bappineſle. Ir is in a mans power to taſte ſome of the 
ſweete of every mans eſtate, and toheale his wounds by a medicine 
made of comfortable rejoycing in their ſourdnefle. Why ſhould 
we not make our ſelves mersy at things, rather than ſad and diſcon. 
rented > If we were ſowiſe and godly as to ſecke and deſire Gods 
glory as our maine end, then we ſhould rejoyce at all thoſe things 
which conduced tothat end, and ſo doe the benefits beſtowed upon 
our brethren, as well asthoſe that our ſelves enjoy. Ifwee could bee 
lovers of the common good, and defirers of the publike welfare, 
why the benefics of others further that, and therefore ſhould alſo 
glad us.  Mankinde was encreaſed, the power of God in furniſhing | 
the world demonſtrated by Leahs off. ſpring, as well as if Rachel had 
conceived two, and ſhee two ; bewe therefore lovers of Gods glory, | 
and lovers of the common good, and we ſhall not be envious, This 
vice ſometimes ſeekes a reaſon to hide its unreaſonableneſſe, by | 
conceiting that anothers having ſuch things hinders himſelfe, and j 
ſo itmay fall outin ſomecaſes; as when two ſtand in competition 
for the ſame thing : but this is no wrong though it be a damage, and 
therefore ſhould nor produce any grudge. For ſeeing bur one can 
have the thing, and he hath it; 1s it juſt robee offended with him, | 
that bath done no more to my ſelf, than I would have done to him 7 | 
even preferred himſelfe before me : Wherefore ſee thar you give 
not place tothis wicked vice, but learne ſo to love your neighbours | 
as your ſelves, that you may rejoyce in their proſperity as in your | 
owne : Burt let us every man prepare himſelfe to meete with this 
fell monſter of eavy, that ifit encounter us, yerwe may not be thruſt 
into eiſtempers by it, It is not in any mans power to hinder the ma- 
licious and malignant natures of orher men-from ſhewing; it ſelfe; 
but to be quiet, milde, and patient towards him that envies a man, | 
| that his wiſdome and charity ſhould inable him to performe for is 
it not common to.all good things, to come attended with envy ? 
Was not Chriſt envied > Was not Pas! > Have not the beſt been ? 
Yea, wee muſt endure envy even from our neareſt kindred, The 
brother muſt bee prepared to ſuffer the envy of rhe brother, the 
ſiſter of the fiſter, and muſt bee able to hold their ſpirits 10 
| ſuch order, that they may not lefſe love one chat envies chew, 


which yer is hard to love thoſe that uſe us ill. For by war} 
mucn 


| 
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much envy proveth more implacable than other kindes of grudges, 
by ſo much carnall reaſon will bid us to bee more apt unto it; 
| but Gods Spirit frames men to a gentle carriage, Pray God to 
make you of ſach a temper, that you may bee able to ſhew 
kindneſſe even tohim that envies you. | 
I come to another fault of Rachels , ſhee was paſſionate and ſnap- 6 _ 
pith rowards her husband Tacos, and in a fume ſhee quarrels nary 7 
with him for not having children, as if it were his faultthat her | band Iced; 
' ſelfe was barren, | | | | 
Ir is a great fault in a wife to bee angry and finde fault with 
'the husband without due cauſe, and to lay blame upon him | 
'when hee deſerveth it not, as did Sarah upon Abraham, It is | 
contrary to the reverence, obedience, and love which they owe 
'to their husbands : it is a meanes of eſtranging the husbands 
heart, by putting him into frequent fies of anger. 
| You wives bee forrowfaull it you have in ſuch a caſe over-ſhot | 
your ſelves, and now labour for ſo much diſcretion and meeke- 
nefle of wiſdome that may preſerve'your tongues from ſpeaking 
' paſſionately and unadviſedly to thoſe whom the Lord commands 
| you to feare. What a fond ſpeech was Rache/s ? Give me children, 
Beware that anger doe not fill your mouthes with fooliſh words. 
And if this bee a fault inyour Wives, good men, know it is a 
great fault in your ſelves, in whom more wiſdome is required. 
| Nouriſh peace | betwixt your ſelves, your yoake-fellows , and 
ſhunne angry and brawling words , that breede ſuch a koare of 
 unkindnefſeas ſometimes runs forth into alienation, and perpetual 
afring. ES OE 
; Bur Rachel was diſcontented, ſo that ſhee would die if hee 
_ no children : ſhee doth not meane that ſhee would kill her 
elfe. | | 
Wee muſt not pur the worſt ſence , no not upon cholericke 
ſpeeches, but ſhe meaneth that ſhee thought her ſelfe no ber. 
ter than dead, that ſhee ſhould not enjoy her life; that itwould 
doe her no good , that ſhee wiſhed her ſelfe rather dead than 
alive, This ſhee meateth, and this is bad cnough.. O what a 
' mixture of .pride and folly is ic, to wifh ones ſelfe dead 'for ſo 
_ crofſes as this , that one hatch continued a little while 
arren ? | | 
Good men have beene over=taken with ſuch cloudes of diſcon. 
tent as have made them defire death, but to bee weary of life 
becauſe one hath nota childe, I meete not with ſuch impatiency 
any where, but in Rachel. | : | | 
Take heed toyour ſelves;that no crofſes, no not the greateſt, draw 
ſuch diſtempers into your mindes, as to make you weary of life , | 
bur be much more aſhamed ifa ſmall thing hath thus put you ot. 
[tis true, that many times this _ talke of Would I were _— 
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3. Stebrought 
her ſervant io 


- | Rachel had a good husband, ſhe bad likelihood of a good eſtate, and 
{now lived abundantly, ſhee had the love of her husband , ſhee had 


can be felr of him that hath ſuffered that ſickneſle to breed and groy | 


"Gen. The Exampleof Cuavo. 


from the teeth alone. Ifdeath ſhould offer ir ſelfe art that inſtance, 
they would finde fome other imployment for him, than to take them 
ouroftheworid ; butto be ſo full ofdifcontent and vexation as to 
give vent toſuch words, wherher they ſeriouſly meane them or nor, 
is a proofe ofa man that doth not weigh things rightly in his minde, 


health. What, and was not the fruition of all theſe able to make 
life ſweet to her, but ſhe muſtdie if ſhe bad nota childe > Did wee 
not forgetor dif-eſteem the favours God hath ſhewed us , wee could 
never be pur ſo faroutof taſte as it were, that want of onebenefir 
ſhou!d imbitter it ſelfe. But-envy doth ſorot the bones, that noeaſe 


ſtrong in him ; Yea, fee boi all Hamars honour contented him no. 
thing, ſo long as ©Mordecas was an eye-ſore to him, Pray God to 
keepyou from ſuch diſordered paſſions, and greatly bewaile them 
when you meet with them. : 
But (ce another folly of Rachels. Shee brings ber maid ſervant to 


her husband | 
to behis wife, 


| 
| 
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| -  Naturemade Zeah deare:to her, the bondwoman was of no ſuch 


| taken ſuch a conceit againſt her fiſter, that ſhe was deſirous any wo- 


| realOppand that we ſometimes take ſuch a ſtitch and ſpleene againſt 
| thoſewHom naturehath ryed to us, that of all other we are lefſe plea- | 
| ſedwith- their proſperity, and: moſt eſtranged from them. And let| 
| us beware that we doe nor difcoyer ſuch ſencelefle and abſurd im- 


her husband, and he muſt rake her for his Concubine, to ſee if ſhee| 
mightbe madea kinde of foſter-morher by her. - | 
Fond:Rechel! was not:Leah nearer to thee than Bilhah ? Couldeſt| 
thourothave eſteemed thy fiſters childrenthine owne, as wellasthy | 
bondmaids > Herewere two faults. EE 2, 
- Firſt, ſhe preſſed her husband roPolygamy; but that was a fault þ 
of meere ignorance;let ir be paſſed by. 


” . . by 


-- Thenextwas,that-ſhe would feed her ſelfewith a fancy, that they 
ſhould be her children which 3:/hah ſhould beare, and not that Leah 


hadiborne;- in 1 
kindred ; but ſhe forgers nature, and lets fancy over-rule, ſhee had 


man ſhould havechiſdren bytheir common husband, rather than ſhe. 
Letus ſee ſich follies in our ſelves, that: fancy rules us againſt all 


preſons ofminde. | 


God a partne 
withh:r fo: d 
pall12n4, 


4. Te makes | 


! 


i 
s | 


| neeBOmakes Got partner with ther fond. paſſions. Wee areaptto 
| MI OOP inmiſinterpreting the acts of his providence, as. ifhee 


And ſeeherfolly yer further, when 3:/h4þ had Dar, then ſhee will 

reeds make:Godan approver oof their folly;God hath judged : as if ſhe 
had-prear wrong before, and.now God had righred it in giving hera 
ſon : Why, ſhe might have accounted that God: had given her. a 
ſorwhetReebewor Tadah, was borne, as well as Dan.?. But ſhee:will 


wed his love-unto us in. that wherein his Majeſty inc—_ - 
' Fo, uch| 


"Th 


Z 


1% 
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judged her. For my part I can ſce no ſence in her words, why 
this ſhould bee counted an a&t of Gods judging. No man had 
wronged her before, ſhewas never a whit better now than before, 
[\no whit leſſe barren, Bur ſuch is our fooliſh ſelf-love, that wee 
\will needs threape kindneſſe upon God ſometimes beyond his 
liking ; take heed of this faulr, it isa fruit of an overmeane con 
ceir of God, when we will cauſe him to bea ſervant to our luſts, and 
unreaſonable fancies, | 

Bat after the ſecond childe ſhe is more fooliſh, and then ſhe tri« 
umphs, With wraſtlings of God have 1 wraftled with my ſiſter, and I have 
{prevailed : And fo the boyes name mult needs be Nep41hali, She in- 
| ſalts over her ſiſter, as for a notable victory, becauſe the had won her 

busband ſo far, as to beget children of her handmaide. VVhy faith 
ſhe that ſhe bad wraſtled with her fifter > Did Leah hinder her from 
children > Was it becauſe of /acobs doting on Leah, that Rach! con- 
ceivednot > Surethe Holy Ghoſt te]s us chat his over-loving of her, 
and deſpiſing of her ſiſter cauſed God to humble her with bar- 
rennefle, | : 

So fooliſh is a man, that he often triumphs in a thing as a great 
matter, which 1s nothing at all, and thinkes he hath gotten a victory, 
when he hath rather gotten a blor, as we ſee here in Rachel, Letus 
moderateour joyes, and take hced of inſulting in a thing that hath 
ſhewed our folly, and elſe nothing advantaged us. 

Now another weakneſle is, that ſhe was ſo earneſtly deſirous of 
Reabens Mandrakes. I conſent to them that thinke theſe Mandrakes 
to have been nothing elſe bur goodly flowers, which Rexber, who was 
now ſome fix or ſeven yeares old, had gathered in the fields, or whe- 
ther they were ſome pleaſant fruit or nor, I cannoteell; the word fig. 
nifies Lovelieſſes, ſuch things as were lovely. But that Rachel had 


ſhews that ſhe was awoman given too much to her fancy and appe- 

tite. If incaſe of breeding children, and weakneſſe of body, ſome 

diſtempers follow, it is a miſery, but it wants not a ſpice of finne 
too, when by yeelding overmuch to the eye, a man is fo enſla- 

ved to his eye, that he muſt have every fine thing he ſees. Rachel 
is the copy ofa fond woman ; all you good women ſee her follies to 

avoid them, -: 

Burt the worſt and laſt fault is, ſhe ſtole her Fathers Idols and con- 
cealed them with diſſembling and falſe excuſes, Shee had beene 
wife to 7acob for twenty yeares ſpace, ſhe had called upon God for 
achilde, and he had given her a ſon , ſhe had ſhewed ſome faith in 
bim, by calling the ſon 7oſeph, profeſſing her hope of having yer 
another ſon. Either we muſt throw an impurtation of great care- 
leſnefle upon 7acob if hee taught her nor the true God, and his 
true worſhip , or elſe upon her, that after ſo long time of 
Ii 3 teachivg 


ſach matter. What isirto judge ? that ſhe ſhould ſay, God had | 


ſuchan appetite tothem, as ſhe muſt needs have ſome of them, ir | 


| 


| R 
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[teaching bad not gotten ber out of thoſe Idolatrous fancies, but 


[chat ſhe might have done without the trouble of carrying them ſo 
[far, ſhemight have burnt them, or otherwiſe deſtroyed them ſure 
[enough : but I conceive ſhe did it out of a ſuperſtitious conceit of | 
| ſome goodneſſe in the gods, or in thoſe pictures of gods, The word | 


| they would have been knowne, It is much adoe to weare ſuperſtiri. 


| cred, that ſhe could not lay ir aſide. It is no ecafie matter toleave 
| ſuch falſhoods in points of religion, as have prevailed in the places, 


— 


The Example of Cua 430. | 


GN. 


muſt even ſteale away with her her Fathers Idols, it was nor done 
out of deteſtation of Idolatry, to free her Fathers houſe from them, 


ſignifies Images of men, and they were belike little Images, elle ſhee 
could not haveconveighed them ſo quickly, and fo ſecretly, butthar 


on our of the heart of one that hath been ſuperſtitiouſly brought up, 
This is the firſt place that I remember in which theſe Idols are 
mentioned, but R«chel had ſodrunke in the opinion of their being a. 


| 


and among the perſons with whom ones ſelfe was trained up. Wee 
ſhould bleſſe God that hath granted us education 1n the crue re. 
ligion, 
nd ſecondly, we muſt even pitty them, that have been ſuperſti-f 
tiouſly educated. They may have ſome good thing in them,though 
they cannor ſhake off thoſe miſconceits, bur hanker too much after | 
their Images. I would be loath toſay, and I thinke ſowould any of 
you, that Reche/ had no true piety in her, becauſe ſhe ſtood ſoaffeted 
to the Idols of her Father. But let us rather thinke that 1acob had 
brought her to ſome knowledge of the true God, though the old 
ſmell of that falſhood wherewith ſhe was firſt ſeaſoned, would not | 
forſake the veſſell : and letus firive ro bring our children rather into 
a.deteſtation of ſuch graven Images, for ſure the Lord can ſpeake of 
nothing more contemptibly, And Images made now to repreſent | 
the true God, muſt needs be as loathſome as Aaroxs and H[eroboams 
Calves, which were intended to repreſent the true God, and not a 
falſe. Butſhe uſeddifſembling, and coſenage to cover her faQ, as 
the Story tells, hiding them in the Camels litter, and then fitting} 
upon them, and craving, pardon of her Father for not riſing up to 
him, pretending, that the cuſtome of women was upon her , whe- 
ther this were true or nor, yet (ſhe diſſembled, for that was not the 
cauſe of her not riſing, but alone the care ſhe bad to keepe the Idols| 
ſecret, clſe ſhe would bave riſen well cnough. You ſee that com- 
mitting ofevill drawes men on to more ſin, to hide and concealethat | 
which they have already committed, as itdid 1acob, and David, and 
others, becauſe feare of ſhameor danger difturberh the minde, and| 
turneth away the thoughts from conſidering the miſchief of ſinning. 
Therefore ler us all rake heed of entring into the path ofevill, for if] 
webeoncein, no man can tell whar lying, diſſembling, and other] 
evils thedevill will draw us into by meanes of that fin. He intangles 


bimſelfe as a ſheepe inthe bryers, that run into any grofſe or —_ 
uhh 


—_ —_—_———— 
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you have thus covered ſinwith fin, bewaile it as a great fault, bur 


| yet take heart to repent, and turne to God for favour, for it is nonew 


ching with God to forgive ſuch treſpaſſes, only doe not embolden 
your ſelves of purpoſe to fin, becauſe you know how to conceale it, 
and hope to keepe it cloſe, for then ſhall the ſame become a pre- 
ſumptuous fin, and ſo much more hardly pardoned, 


ſome : 

Firſt, ſhe was one of her Fathers ſheep-keepers, and did not dif- 
daine todrive them to the water, at leaſt when the Shepheards were 
otherwiſe imployed. So it is a commendable thing in a young 
maide, to be ready to take paines, and doe ſervice in domeſticall bu- 
finefles, ſuch as accord to her Fathers ſtare. Bur an idle, coy, finiſh 
maide is ſomuch the more diſdained of wife perſons, by how much 
ſhe doth more diſdaine labour in any profitable buſineſle for which 
God did make men. 

Further, Rechel ar laſt ſaw God in her barrenneſſe, and fell to pray- 
er; for it is ſaid, God hearkened to her, and opened her wombe, This gives 
us ſome hope that ſhe was humbled, and ſought God,which is good 
in our wants of any good thing, by it tobe drawne to God in fervent 
prayers. Then be they graciouſly ſupplyed, when our need of them 
makes us ſupplicare to his bounty : Rachel gor nothing by chafing, 
envying, or giving her maide to her husband, all that time the womb 


and when ſhe prayed, he hearkened and gave her a ſon. Letus in all 
deliverance will never come halfe ſo happily by other mcanes with. 


out this, They be our prayers that muſt ſanifie other meanes, and 
procure Gods co-operation with them for our good ſucceſſe. 7acob 


| was Rachcls husband before, but prayer had not made her fruicfull rill 
[\now. God is the ruler of all things, learne tocall upon him and truſt 


in him ; Hecanremove any crofle, as well as barrenneſſe, 

Againe, it was agood thing in her to deſire children, and when 
ſhe had one, to ſee God, and bleſſe him, and ſay, God hath taken away 
my reproach, When we have gottenthings by prayer, we muſt alſo 


me jet azother ſon, the thankfull receiving of one benefit, may affure 
us of another, God will adde to mercies, ifwe take notice of his good- 
nefſe after we have called apon him in hearing our requeſt, Every 
benefit gotren by prayer, may and ſhould becalled a 7oſeph. 
. Another good thing was, that ber envy to her fiſterdid not ſo pre- 
vailewith her, butthar ſhe would aske her for her ſons Mandrakes. 
Though the humour ofenvy was ſharpe in her, yet it may ſeeme 
to have waxed a little milder after a while, and ſhe could both re- 
queſt a kindnefſe from her, and returne a kindnefle to her, Ler us 


| | ==: _ 


——— 


fall ſin, and hecan bardly come off with one wound alone. And if 


I have ſhewed you Rac/els faults. Her good deeds be but few, yer 


is not opened; bur when ſhe remembred God, God remembred her ; | 


our neceffities make all the haſt we can to this remedy, comfort and | 


ſee God inthem, and give him thankes, yea ſhe ſaith, God will give | 


_ 
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looke that envy doe not continue 1N 1ts height, ſo as ſometimes it 
doth, ro make us grow bitter enemies. And ſhe did well in granting 
to Lacobs motion to returne into Canaan, for a wite is to forſake Fa- 
cher, and Mother, and cleave to her husband. Shee ſhall doe farre 
amiſſe that prefers not her husband before her Parents, and goes nor 
with him rather than tarries with them. 

So you have what is good and bad in her, now looke upon her 
croſſes; wecan finde but few, and onewhich at laſt roo was remo- 
ved, ſhe was barren : This barrenneſlc God ſent of purpoſe to keepe 
her downe, becauſe ſhe ſhould not too much flcight her ſiſter, bur 


you ſee that barrenneſle is a crofle, and to ſome people a great croſle, 
becauſe of their earneſt deſire of iſſne on ſome or other confiderati- 
on. Bur it is needſull that God tame and humble us with ſome or 


our further humbling, by giving us over to our ſelves, to-makethem 
greatthatelſewould not be ſo. Wee muſt pray God to ſanQific 
croſſes, and then we ſhall never repent of them when they be paſt : 
many a man hath repented for other things, but ſanQified croſſes 
were never yet bewalled afterwards, Perhaps one may eſteeme it a 
croſle that ſhewas faine to leave her Fathers houſe, but indeed that 
wasa benefit, for by that meanes ſhe was quite (we hope) freed from 


there, ſhe was not quite purged. 


childrens ill carriage were heavy; for a good woman cannot bee 
ſencelefſe of her husbands ſorrows, only death ſhut up her eyes from 


quite, ſeeing it went ſoneare to /acob ; ſhe was dead afore 7oſeph was 
taken away from them. 

Bur her benefits were common benefies of health, ſtrength, main- 
tenance, and the like, and ſhe had beauty, and her husbands love, 


Fathers anger, and her husbands, We muſt obſerve even ſuch mer- 
cies, to be thankfull ro God that hath not dealt with us after our 
fins, And wee hope that ſhee was a godly woman too, becauſe ſhee 
prayedto God; and it is ſaid, God remembred her and heard her : 
but her death was an heavy death, ſhe dyed in childbed, or in travell, 
and tooke it heavily, calling her ſon, The ſon of her ſorrows, whom at- 
ter Zacob called The ſon of his right hand, Women with childe ſhould 


livering out of childbed-perils is a mercy that may well be acknow- 
ledgedwith a publiqueand ſolemne giving of thankes, and a feaft. 


The 


—_—_ 


Cuar.zo. 


ſhe made this a great crofle, though it be no great one in ir ſelfe,| 


other croſſes, andeither make them great, ormake uſe of our folly to | 


the Idolatry ofher Fathers houſe, from which, ſo long as ſhe lived | 


Bur her croſſes thar ſhe felt with her husband in reſpeR of her| 
bebolding that crofſe which in likelihood wopld have killed her | 
and after her prayers werc heard, and a ſon given her, and it pleaſed| 


God to hide her fault which ſhe committed in ſtealing her Fathers} 
Idols, which if it had come to light, would have much provoked her] - 


even prepare for death, they paſſe through the danger of it. And me 
thinkes, notwithſtanding whatſoever hath been to the contrary, de-| 


| 


—_— 


| 
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The equity of Iewiſh ceremonies remaining, though the ceremonies 
beaboliſhed,and though there be no legall uncleanneſle, yet there is 
arcall danger eſcaped, andareall benefit attained , and that ſhonld 
| (me thinks) crave anacknowledgement. 

If you would learne,that all things are pure unto the pure, you 
wou'd not bee hindred from ſo good a ſervice by any ſcruple or 
abuſe, 

But I am afraid niggardlineſſe hath as great a hand in breaking of 
ſuch feaſts,as any thing elſe. Whether you feaſt ornor,be it at your 
choiſe ; but mee thinks,againe I repeat ir, fafe eſcaping the danger 
that tooke away Rachel, may well call for even a publicke and thank- 
full acknowledgement. 

So much of Rachel, whom we leaveby her husband ſolemnly inter- 
red unner a monumenterected upon her grave, which kept her name 
up long, and occafioned the calling of all the mothers dwelling 
thereabouts by her name, Vhen ir is ſaid, Rachel weeping for her chil- 
|dren,becauſe they were not, | 
Now of Leah,ſhe was a wife of 1acobs,the firſt he had 
not promiſed, 

Of her vertues we have not much noted ; but ſhe ſhewed her {clfe 
patientand loving to her husband, ſomewhat quiet ro her envious 
fiſter, and thankfull ro God for her children , though her husband 
loved her leſſe than was meer, yet we read of no brawles either with 
him or her fiſter. She entertained him very lovingly when he came 
home from field,and ſhe had hired him of her fiſRter., She conſented 
alſo to goe with him into Canaan, (he was deſirous of children, and 
bad many ; but a fault or two ſhe ſhipped in. 

Firſt, ſhe went to bed to her ſiſters husband at her fathers perſua- 
fion,which the ought noe to have done, In him that thought ſhe was 
Rachel,chere was no finne,in her that knew. ſhe was not Rachel,it was a 
great fault, but excuſed by the fathers authority ; but ſhe wronged 
Icob much,and made her owne life full of affliction. 
Another little fault ſhe had, ſhee ſeemed a little roo unkind to her 
ſiſter, in not being willing to impart ſome of her ſonnes mandrakes , 
but often unkindneſſes and wrongs breed ſuch aneftrangement be- 
twixtthem, who are otherwiſe neerly joyned, as that they flicke at 
ſmall curteſies. We muſt take heed it doe not ſowith us ; but Leah 
had a little anger with her, ſhe could upbraid her ſiſter with an inju- 
ry,when ſhe came for acurteſie. 

O that ſhe had not.too many followers in this weakneſle ! 

 Herbenefits were theſe, ſhe had a good husband and miany chil- 
dren,and was matchr into the Church,end we hope went to Heaven, 
for her carriage inreſpe& of herchildren ſhews ſome goodneſle. In. 
deed ſhe was faulty.in imitating her ſiſter, and giving Z:{pah to lacob, 
much more faulty in thinking that God gave her the next ſonne fog 
a reward of that faule, Bur ſo weakewe are,and ignorant of.ſin ſom- 
Tlincs, | 


given,though 


— — 
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- |doth.not much ſtand upon nobility, and _ free borne, and the 


[ror confiderations vary nothing with God, nor is the one ahy 


times, that we verily thipke God is 
nceth chem with benefits. | 
And for her croſſes, they were, want oi her husbands love ang 
comfortable cohabiration, and all the miſeries ſheeunderwenr with | 
her husband beſides, her Facher was ſomething unkinde;, as it may 
ſeeme, for ſhe ſaith, He connteathem firanzers;and ſhe alfo had an im. 
perfe&ion in her viſage, for ſhe was bleare-eyed. I hope youwlill aj} 
learne to imitate her vertues, flic her fins, be thankfull for the like | 
mercies, and patient under the like crofles, and then you ſhall nor be | 
loſers of time by hearing her ſtory. | : 
Now the two handmaidens, Zi/pah and B:thah, | 
Zilpah hath nothing ſaid of her, but that Shce bare Tacob two chil. | 
dren, Gad and Aſher ſo called of Leah,that would needs imitate her fi- 
ſters weakneſſe, and call them hers, 
Bithah is taxed ofa grievous fin, ſhe ſuffered her ſelfſe tobe pollu- 
tedwith inceft by 7acebs firſt borne. If he offered her violence, or ſur- 
prized her by any device, it was his fault,not hers; bur it is norlikely | 
to have been ſo, becauſe God doth not repoitt it fo. For God would 
not wrong any in reporting their acts to the worſt, bur if there had 
been any excuſe of her fault, the Lord would have done her right in 
rebearſivg ir, he ſhould norelſe doe the offiee of a good writer of a 
Story. O letallwonien take heed of adultery,and chiefly of inceſtu- 
ous adulteries with their husbands ſon in law, or brothers, or a like 
neareof blood, where the offence is made much more heinous by that 
aggravation: and if any have commitred any ſuch crime, letthemen. 
rioning of ic in this woman bring'ic to their remembrance, and pro- 
voke them to repentance, that they may not have ſo fearefull a crime 
toanſwer forupontheir {ick-bed inthe houre of death. Likely ſuch 
grofle crimes will cry out then, if they have been ſmothered before; | 
buta conſcience purged from thera by ſincere repentance performed | 
in health, may enjoy quiet and peace in death, notwithſtanding the} 
remembrance of them, Fora finrepented of ſhall be pardoned, and; 
a pardoned debt cannothurtat all, not ſo much as terrifie, if the par: | 
don of it be knowne, But ſomething there was in ic, that God ſaw it 
fit ro havehis Church ſtored with the ſeed of bond-women, (for two 
of /acobs wives were ſuch)becauſe he would have us know, that hee 


pleaſed with our ftas,and recom. | 


like. Onethird part of his people Iſrael were ſeed of bond-women. 
Though he would not let Hagars ſeed inherite, yet thatwas not be- 
cauſe he did looke to her condition, but that he might figuratively 
ſer forth his averſneſſe from them, that will needs be in bondage un- 
det the Law, when the Goſpell brings them liberty , and therefore 
now he doth equally take into the Church, Da» and Nephrhali, Gad 
and Aſher, as well as Reuben, and Levi, Simeon, and Indesh. Theſe 


moreacceptable with him than the other. Let not thoſe which cn- 
Joy! 
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joy the priviledgesof this world in rheſe matrers, ſleight or deſpiſe 
{ſuch as wantthem; and ler not thoſe that are meanlier borne, trou- 
ble themſelves atthat depreſſion. Spirituall priviledges may belong 
;othoſe that are of no reckoning in the world, and thoſe that are of 
high eſteeme in it may be deprived of them. The Tribes that came 
of the bond-woman were admitted into the poſſeſſion of Canaan, | 
and tothe fellowſhip of the Tabernacle as well as rhe reſt. It 
were 4 miſery indeed to be outwardly mean, if that would 
impeach our ſpirituall eſtate, but ſeeing no ſuch 
thing will follow, let us ſhew our high 

eſteeme of the ſoul aboverhe 

body, by not regarding . 
the things of the bo. . 
dy, ſo that the | 


ſoul be wel. 
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\E have ſpoken of Jacobs ſelfe, and of his Wives ; 
” now will goe on to ſpeake of his Vncle, and 
PA ſoofhis Children. His Vocle and Father in law 
0 was one Laban of Padan Aram,of whoſe birth and 
> &\ Va, Vike.9 death the Scripture takes no notice at all : and in- 
SLASNANS ded itis ſcarce worth thewhile to mention the 
S EV EaACY birth and death of wicked men. It 1s no great 


comming intothe world, and their departure out of it do periſh , for 
they come to nothing, and both come in and goout as it were in an 
evill time. a; : =] | 

But we have ſomething to ſay of his parentageand life. For his 
Parentage, we learne, Gen,22.26.and 24.29. that hewasthe ſonne of 
one Bethwel , who was the ſonne of Nachor the brother of Abraban, 
whodid not leave bis Countrey and Fathers houſe with _{brabaw, 
when he travelled at Gods Commandement into the land of Ca. 
naan, but abode flill in Padep Aram, the land of his Nativity, and 


Kk 


watter, when they were borne, or whenthey died, ſeeing both their | 


there continued to follow ſtrange gods , and commit Idolatry ; | 


109 


Leban, 


The Scripture 
faith nothing 

ot his birth or | 
dearth, 


His Parentage 
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of which all the world, and by name the countrey was then {u1l. 
So hee was the Idolatrous fon of an Jdolatrous Father, ang 
| Grandfather, which did as moft men doe, rake up the religion 
of his forefathers withour more adoe, not looking whether hee 
ſerved God aright, bur counted it ſufficient ro ſerve God as bis 
| Progenitors had done before , not at all conſidering whether ir 


{ His lifc. were the true God or the falſe whom they ſerved, or whether itwere 
trueor falſe worſhip which they performed. | Dey: 
His civillyer- | "Now in hislife wee muſt conſider his deeds, good and bad, and 
tes, thethings that befell him good and bad. 


——— 
me 


Firſt then, for his good deeds, for even a bad man may have ſome 
| civill vertues found in his life , out of a common worke of Gods 
| Spirit, who will nor ſuffer men robe {o farre over-runne with vices, 
bur that for the preſervation of humane ſocieties , they ſhall have 
ſome ſhadows of vertues ſcene in them. — 

Theſe good deeds of fais looke partly to men , and partly to 


God. $4 SE) LE 
His good deeds to men-ward, are firſt, to Abrahams ſervant, 
Secondly, to Rebekkab his lifter. : 
Thirdly, to 7acob his kinſman, | 
Fourthly, tohis Daughtersand Grandchildren. 
Lis Firſt, letus conſider his carriage to Abrahams ſervant Fliczer of 
afecute- | Damaſcus, whowas fcat by his maſter d4brabam, to fetch a wife 
ous enterta®: | for his ſon Iſaac out of Padan Aram, becauſe he would nor match him 
Eliexgr, with the curſcd ſeed of the Canaanites. | 


The firſt thing commendable in him is, that hee vouchſafeth| 
| curteous entertainment unto him ; for when the ſervant meeting 
with Rebekkah had found great kindnefle from her in watering his 
j Camels, aswellas giving bimſclfe drinke our of her pitcher, and 
that hee had rewarded her with preciqus gifts , Gem. 24. 22. viz. 
.| with a goldeneare-riog\ of halfe a ſhekel weighr , and two golden 
| bracelets of ren ſhekelg-weight for her hands; and that ſhee had 
| invited him to her Fathers houſe, and comming home had rold 
Lobanher brother of the-man, who, hee was, and whathee had be- 
ſtpwed upon her : preſently Laban goes forth to the man, wer. 31, 
\apd invites him to the houſe with yery kinde words, ſaying, Come is 
thou bleſſed of the Lord, wherefore ſtandeſt thouwithout ? for T havepre-| 
paredibe houſe and roomefor thy Camels 4-and ſo bringing him home, they | 
ungirdedthe Camels, and hee gave him ſtraw and provender for them, | 
. |agdwater tomaſh his feete, andthe facte of thoſe that were with him, and | 
then ſet meate-before him, that. hee might eate, 71 

_ . Loc here, an example of curteous hoſpitality , hee 'gave bim| 
good and loving words ,, and. provided and miniftred to: him all] 
| things neceſlaxy, for his .qatrell, and companions; and himſelfe. 
|  .. Thus, hop{d men uſe kinde and liberall: hoſpitality rowards/| 
| ſuch friemls. as ypon occaſion doe: repairc unto their houſes; and | 


2-4 this | 
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this is a kinde of vertue which may bee found in men that are de. | | 
ſtitute of:all truc grace and piety. For even nature it ſelfe teacheth 
men to ſhew love and humanity ro men that are of the ſame nature 
with themſelves , becauſe they looke to findethe like gentlenefle 


themſelves from others upon like occaſions. 
Here is one thing in Laban worthy praiſe and imitation : anather am 199. 
is, that hee gives himan honeſt and good anſwer when hee had de- peep ory 
clared unto them his errand, For the man refuſing to eate rill hee | ſwcr. 
had related his buſinefle unto them, being very faithfullro his ma- | 
ſter, anddiligentin che matter committed tohistraſt , upand told | 
them all that had fallen out , why hee came thither, and how hee 
had by a ſpeciall providence of God met with Rebckkah art rhe foun- 
taine of water , requeſted to know their minde, and what hee muſt 
truſt unto in this matter : and from Bethuel the maides Father , and 
Laban of whom wee are ſpeaking, her Brother, hee received this | 
juſt and diſcreete anſwer, That the thing proceeded from God , and 
they were able to ſay neither good nor bad unto him : that 1s, not to crofle | Neitherby 
his motion by any allegation one way or other; concluding, that | f*'< memes. 
Rebekkah was beforc him , and that hee might with their good con- pe 
ſent take her and goe , that ſhee might bee his Maſters ſons wife, 
2s God had ſpoken, ver. 50, 51.0fthe ſame Chapter. - S_ 
. Inthis paſſage you lee a great deale of honeſt plainneſſe , ſeeing | 
God had dire&ed him by his ſpeciall hand to this maiden, they 
would bee no hinderance unto him, but would give their willing | 
conſent to the marriage. | | 
It is a guod thing for men toconſent unto honeſt and gaod mo- | 
tions, chiefly when they ſee God himſelfe by his good providence 
going beforethem, and as it were, leading the way unto them. | 
_ A third good thing in Laban was, thar hee doth ſpeedily dif | z-He ſpecdily 
miſſe the man, and hindered nor his preſent returne unto his Ma- | ®ie4 him. | 
ſter, witha wife for his ſon. For ſo it is written ver. 59. that when | 
hee riſing betimes in the morning was earneſt to returne that very | | 
day , and that they at firſt required ren dayes ſtay for Rebekkah , but | 
hce requeſting them not to hinder his expedition, ſeeing God had | 
proſpered him ,; they called the Damſell and asked ber conſent, | 
vis, Whether ſhee was willing togoe with che man > . and finding | 
hervery forward, they ſenther away without further lingring, 
Itisa good thing, when wee have entertained any one in our | 
houſe, and his defire is as his occaſions ſhall require to make haſte | 
[home, ro further him by all meanes, andnor to ſtop his proceed- | 
ings with delayes. For many times fuck» deferring proves very un- | 
pleaſing , and ſometimes dangerous to the party ro whom wee | 
would ſeeme to ſhew love and good will , as wee ſee ir did in caſe 
of the Levite, whoſe Father in Laws importunity cauſed him to 
ſtay a day or two beyond his defire, in the later end of the Story |. 
of Indzes, | | 
Kk 2 Thus | 
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4. Was loving 
co his ſiſter, 
made a feaſt 
to his neigh 
bours and 
friends. 
Gen.,29.21,22, 


. | $, Heloving- 

| ly entertained 
Tacob when he 
| came unto 
him. 


| them which hate them : that is, prevaile mightily againſt al their 


ſo, ſo far as opportunity ſhall be offered. | 


| him, and brought him to his houſe, and when Tacob had certified 


things, I acknowledge thee to bee my kinſman, and I will carry 


| ſed unto ones kinſmen or kinſwomen, that are as Laban could ſay, 


Thus hath Zebars carriage beene good to this ſervant of 4674. 
hams. We muſt follow the goodneſle of all men, even Idolaters ang | 
 Heathens. | | 

Now conſider how hee behaved himſelfe ro his ſiſter, to whom | 
hediſcovers good affeion, and love by a curteous diſmiſſing of 
her, VEYI, bOs They bleſſed her and ſaid \ thou art our ſifter, bee wh 


the mother of thouſands , of millions , and let thy ſeed poſſeſſe the gates of 


enemies, and conquer them if they have juſt cauſe ro contend 
with thcm. Brethren ſhould wiſh all proſperity and welfare to: 
their ſiſters and brethren , and to their children after them, 
even that they may grow ftrong and mighty in che world, for 
carnall men having but a carvall minde and atfe&ion , can 
wiſh no better but carnall benefits unto their friends and kin- 
dred , and theſe they ought to wiſh heartily, ard to procure al- 


But now it 15 time that we ſhew Zabazs good carriage to 7acob, the 
ſon of this his fiſter a long time after. 

Firſt, hee doth lovingly entertaine him alſo when hee came unto 
him buteven in a poore and naked fa(hion, nothing fo richly pro- 
vided nor attended as the forenamed ſervant was in the former 
narration, 1aceh came all alone, and with nothing almoſt but 
his ſtaffe in his hand , but yet when hee had faithfully report- | 
ed to him both who hee was, and what occaſion drove him 
in ſuch manner out of his Fathers houſe, hee receiveth him with 
all curtefie. For it 1s noted, Ger, 29. 12, 13, 14. Thatwhen R--| 
chel had heard of 7acobs mouth who he was, and had acquainted 
her Father with his comming, hee hearing this tidings of his fi- 
fters ſonne, ranne to meete him,, and embraced him, and kiſſed 


him of his matters, hee anſwered him lovingly , ſaying , Sure! 
theu art my bone aud my fleſh, that is, bee not troubled for theſe 


my ſelfe rowards thee accordingly. 

Loe, how a man voide of true religion, may yet have good na- 
turall affetion ro his kinſman, and that though he finde him in! 
ſomewhat a poore caſe , and deftitute of things needfull. And 
doubtleſſe it 1s a vertue , and deſerveth praiſe, to ſtand ſo diſpo- 


Our bone and fleſh. | 

Neareneſſe of blood requires ſome fpeciall love and reſpe& to: 
thoſe to whom nature hath ſo nearely united to us. Every man 
promiſeth himſelfe kindneſſe from ſuch perſons, and therefore the 
common phraſe of the world hath entitled them friends by a kinde 


of excellency, becauſe they ſhould be forward to performe all loving: 
and friendly offices. 


Anotheri 
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Another vertue in Labaggis, that of his owne accord hee doth 
offer wages or recompence unto him for his worke, for perceiving 
him to be of an induſtrious diſpoſition, that knew not how to paſſe 
his time idlely, chough in a ſtrange place, and withall, skilfull and 
underſtanding in matters of ſuch nature as Zabevs calling ſtood up- 
on, viz, in Cattell, hee ſayes thus unto-him , ver. 15. Becauſe 
thou art my brother , that is, kinſman, Shonldeſt thou ſerve mee for 
ought ? thatis, thatwere an unreaſonable thing indeed, and there- 
fore tell me, what ſhall thy wages be. 

Loe, he would nor deale ſo unjuſtly with his kinſman, as to take 
his labour and ſervice for nothing , but iswilling to give him ſuch 
convenient ſatisfaction as he ſhould demand. 

This is ſuch a point of righceouſneſſe and equity , as even 
nature it ſelfe doth teach, and a meere naturall man , not coo 
much over. run with worldlinefſe of minde, may praQtiſe towards 
others, For ſeeing every man muſt make himſelfe the meaſure 
of his dealing with his neighbour, and that it cannot but ſeeme 


ſurely he cannot but conclude, that himſelfe alſo is bound to re- 
compence the labour and ſervice of another. And this juſtice 
was ſo well knowne to Laban, and hee had ſo much goodneſle re- 
maining in him afterwards too, that hee continues to exerciſe it 
after Zacob had finiſhed his fourteene yeares ſervice, and was now 
to make a new bargaine, as you ſhall reade Chap.3o. ver. 25.and 35. 
For when 706 requeſted his good will ro returne home, becauſe hee 
knew how faithfully hee had ſerved , hee acknowledges his pain- 
fulnefſe, and truſtineſſe, and his good ſuccefſe too, and there- 
fore requeſts him to tarry with him, and makes him this offer, 
ſaying, Appoint mee thy wages and I will give it , and when 7acob 
made a reaſonable motion, (that for the clearing of his inno- 
cency, and preventing of all miſtakings , hee might have for 


the browne amongſt the Sheepe , that ſhould after bee: yeaned 
hee meaneth) he agrees to the condition, and ſo 7acob was wil- 
ling to ſerve him on theſe termes. Here you ſee juſtice in Zaben, 
hee is willing to give his ſervant due wages for his worke. This 


him that doth not know and follow it. 
So you have Labars juſt dealing with 7acob. | 
Now looke intoa third thing commendable in him, and that is, 
when 74cob offers to ſerve him ſeven yeares for his younger daugh- 
ter Rachel, Chap. 29.ver,18,19. He conſents to the motion, ſay- 
Ing, 1t i better that I give ber to thee than to another man , and (6 
bids him abide with him : that is , I will give her thee on this 
condition, and-not only ſo, but hee puts upon him the elder 
daughter, and ſo makes him his ſon in Law in both of them, 
Kk 3 That 


unrighteous to any man, if he bee drive to worke for nothing , | 


point of equity is written if nature, and little goodnefſſe is left in 


bis wages the ſpeckled and ſpotted amongſt the Goates, and | 
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{ all anger and diſcontent, and conſidering the nearencfle that was 
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| and to part lovingly and curteouſly each from other in peace and 
concord , not -in diſcontents and heart-burnings. Surely quar- 


"That which was faulty in this paſſagg, we ſhall ſpeake of anon, 
when we come to mention his fanirs ; but this was a good thin 
inbim, thathe liked ſowell of 7acobs carriaze , that he was willing 
to beſtow his daughtars upon him. 

Ir is a matter both of prudence and honeſty too , to like ſo well 
of the vertue and good qualicies of an honeft and good man, asto 
be willing for theſe things ſake ( other. matters not tootoomuch 
gain-ſaying) to make choiceot him for a ſon in Law. 

- The qualities of a man are principally to bee regarded in the 
choice of a ſonne in Law, and yet hee is not truly diſcreete and 
wiſe, that doth nor looke unto this thing in the choice of an 
husband for his daughter. A perſon painfull, diligent, thrifty, 
and of good carriage, and ſufficiencies is rather to bee taken, 
than one deſtitute of theſe qualities, though hee bee farre more 
high and rich. 

It is the busbands ſclfe that will make the Waves life either 
moſt miſerable or moſt happy : and Laban did well in making 
ſuch a choice, and never ſhall he repent the match that findeth 
theſe things in him with whom hee matcheth , but without 
theſe things in the perſon, the ſtate and quality of the man in 
other reſpe&s cannor hinder , but that a little time will make 
both Father and daughter too , unwiſh the bargaine they have 
made, 

. . Now let us ſce what was good in Labar, in the very cloze of 
all with 7acob, as you have it Chap. 31. 44. 44 fixem, He layesby 


betwixt them , hee. made the motion of entring into covenant 
with 7acob, and ſo thcy folemaly ratifie the covenanr, by ſerting 
up.an beape of ſtones, and feaſting upon the heape, and eating 
and drinking lovingly and chearefully cogerher, and by a ſo- 
lemne cath cach ta other, 

-Ir is a good thing to ſwallow downe all jarres and differences 
that fall out betwixt ones ſelfe and his friends and neighbours, 


rels would not bee hcld up long betwixt kinſmen and allyes 
ſpecially, but though they have met in a kinde of heate, and 
anger, and jealouſie one of another, yer they ſhould cauſe all 
theſe things to depart from them, and bee friends before they 
depart one from another. 

Peace is a comfortable thing, and it is a praiſe-worthy thing 
to ſpeake the firſt word of agreement. 

And ſo much for Zebazs carriage to Tacob, 

Now to his daughters and grandchildren kee ſhewes himſclfe 
alſo. loving and kinde, both taking care for them , and eve 


Cuar,z1. | 


binding Zaceb by covenant to uſe them well; ver.4.9. Chap.3 1. and 


alſo] 


| 
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alſo kiſſing them, and bleffing them ar the time of parting. A 
Father ſhould bee carefull of his childrens welfare, even when 
| bce hath placed them forth into other families, and ſhould 
| ſhew all curtefic and love unto them when hee parts with them, 
| bee ſhould get goud husbands for his daughters, fo fare as hee 
\can, and uſe all good meanes ro make them live lovingly to. ' 
gether. £4ban did both theſe offices to his daughters, and every 
| Parent (kould attaine at leaſt ſo much goodneſle as a Lebar. 
| But one thing more wee note in Leben, and that is, hee in- 
viced the neighbours , and made a feaſt at the marriage of his 
| daughters, Chap. 29.ver. 22. A wedding feaſt is not indeed ab- 
|  ſolutely neceſſary, but it is of commendable uſe , fo thar ex- 
| 'cefſe and diſorders bee avoided , and unlefle juſt cauſe beerothe 
| [contrary, it hath a ſmacke of niggardlinefſe to negle& it, A 
man ſhould doe well to ſhew love to his neighbours, and to be 
willing to embrace fit opportunities of inviting and feaſting 
them; only fill ſo, that immoderatenefle of all forts be avoid- 
'&d, and that a man keepe himſelfe withia the compafle of his! 
place and meanes , and affect nor vaine-glorious ſupertluity in 
teaſtivg. | 

And ſo much for Lahbavs goodneſſe to man-ward , now to 
God-ward ſomething is good in him. 
 Eirft, that hee tooke notice of Gods blefling to bee the cauſe 
of his proſperity by Zacobs labours , as you reade Gem. 3o. 27. 
I have learned by experience, that God hath bleſſed mee for thy ſake, 
Surely it is a good thing to put ones ſelfe in minde that Gods 
' blefivg makes rich , yea, and to obſerve how his bleſſing atrends 
his faithfull people too in the labours of their hands. Zaber 
aſcribes his riches to the bleſſing of God following cos. 

It is a good thing to have ones eyes ſo farre opened towards 
' God , and to marke by experience his favourable proceeding 
towards his faithfull ſervants , as ir ſeemes alſo 7ſephs maſter 
did, and it is ſure Pharaoh did when he was his ſervant, and 
 Nebuchadnezar towards Daniel and the three children, as alfo 
Darin in his time. EY 
 Againe, when God met Laban by the way and commanded 
him to ſpeake to 7acob neither good nor bad (that is, not to 
binder his journey either by faire meanes or foule ) hee both 
\acknowledgeth it, wer. 29. and accordingly obeyes it , for hee 
diſmiſſeth him peaceably, and ſtops him not in his courſe home- 
\wards , though as hee ſaith, it was in his power to have done 
otherwiſe, 
| This is to bee praiſed in him, that what God forbad him, 


| 


hee forbeares, though hee ſaw otherwiſe no danger in it. Cer-| 


tainly the duty of a man is to abſtaine from what God prohibi- 
teth, though hee have never ſo much both power , provocation, 


| 
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and opportunity to doe it. Wee ought > to feare God, as not 
to provoke him, ſo to love God as not to offend him, and fo 
ro acknowledge our abſolute dependance upon him , as not to 
crofſſe him. Hee knowes not neither how much hee owes to 
God, nor yet how obnoxious hee ſtands unto him , that doth 
not ſo farre ſubmit himſelfe unto him. 

Wee noted the like yeelding to God in Abimelech before, 
what though he doth not now appeare tous in dreames and viſions, 
Yet have wee a more ſure word of Prophecy, to whom wee ſhould doe 
well to take heed : as S, Peter adviſeth us. 

And this isall the good I have noted in Labay. 

| Let us make ſome uſe of this to our ſelves. 

Firſt, what ſhall a man thinke of himſelfe if hee bee nor 
found equall to Zabar in goodnefſe > Nay, it the quite conera- 
ry vices bee apparent in him, to thoſe vertues which were in ſo 
meane a man, I meane in goodnefſe, And yer ſo it is, that 
many who terme themſelves brethren and Chriſtians, are farre 
ſhort of Zaban in theſe ſhewes of vertues, Laban was curteous, | 
they are churliſh. LZabaz entertained Abrahams ſervant well, | 
 niggardlinefſe will ſcarce ſuffer them to entertaine any well. | 
Hee found LZabar ready to gratifie him and diſmiſſe him, they 
doe neither ; many care tot for kindred or any the like bonds, 
many care not how they ſerve themſelves of others labours , | 
ſpecially ſervants, and every way are farre worſe maſters than} 
| Laban, No bounty , no juſtice , no ſhew of ſeeing God in 
things. No ſhew of peaceableneſſe, no regard of Gods pro. 
hibiting them any thing, bur what they will doe, they will | 
doe, though the God of heaven himſelfe forbid them , and}| 
though they know as much. | 

Hee is very unlikely to bee of the ſeed of 7aceb, that hath} 
[not come ſo farre as Zabay. 
Againe, there is lictle cauſe that a man ſhould applaud 
himſelfe in ſo ſhort and defeQtive a goodnefle as this of Za- 
bans, yer this is all that ſome have to pleaſe chemſelves and 
to glory in. They deale curteouſly with their kindred , they} 
bee willing to ſhew kindnefſe to their neighbours. They love 
well their children , and can give good hoſpitaliry to ſuch 
friends as come about them. And they deſire to live peace- 
ably with their neighbours , and are ready to compoſe quar. 
rels, and ſome things they are willing to leave or forbeare 
that God forbids. 

Alas, theſe be poore evidences for heaven, theſe are poore 
proofes of their being good men, and in Gods favour. Aman 
muſt nor thinke that ſuch a meaſure of goodneſfſe will prove 
|him a good Chriſtian, that may ſhew well enough a tolers- 


ble Heathen, I pray you therefore that all theſe chings rnd] 
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| bee found in yGu in a better mariner , and a.larger meaſure, 
| upon better grounds , for betrer ends, more conſtantly , and 
' more ſincerely. Bee curteons , bountifull, and peaceable, and 
| ſo in the reſt with reference to God , inobedience to his com- 
; mandement, in love ro him, and with a deſire co pleaſe bim, 
| and abſtaine from all rhar h&& forbids , and ler your peacea- 
| blenefſe and curteſie exrend it ſelfe even roenemies. 

| Thatvertue is but a ſeeming vertue which doth not ſpring 
. from a roote of piety , and is not watered with an heavenly 
. dew, and made to grow up with godly confiderations taken from 
| thedivine Majeſty. | 

' | Wee muſt walke with God, liveto him, ſeeke him, pleaſe 
. him, or elſe ſome bare naked good deeds will not ſuffice to 
| prove us his children and his heires. 

1 i So much for the good of Zabay; now his evill muſt be ob- 
1 | ſerved roo. 


{ honſe, and had obſerved by experience , that God did bleſle 
' him for his ſake, yer hee would nor leave his falſe gods , his 
' 1dols, his Teraphim , but keepe them flill , and made ſuch 
| ore of them, that hee tooke it very ill that 7acob ſhould ſteale 
' them away, as hee conceived hee had done, though falſly, and 
therefore alſo hee ſware by the gods of Nahor , and the gods 
| of their Fathers. 

' Hee was brought up an Idolater, and continued an Idelater, 
living and dying in the worſhip of falſe and imaginary gods ; 
| which they that doe, ſhall not inherite the kingdome of God, 


ſeeme they were by their name. : 

O how naturall it is to man to erre in the conceir of a mul. 
 tiplicity of gods, and in ſetring up piQures , and repreſenta- 
tions of God to himſelfe > Great darknefſe poſſeſſeth the 
| mindes of men in rhe matter of Gods nature, hee will take 
; upon truſt any fable in this kinde, and will fcarce uſe his own 

reaſon to examine religion , but for the worſhipping God in 
an Image , though ir bee a point of the greateſt foppery in 
; the world , hee will count it fingularwiſdome, and count him- 
| felfe ſo much devouter, by how much hee is liker the blocke 
or picture before which hee doth his falſe devotions. 
Let us blefſe God that hath delivered us from conceit of 
fantaſticall gods, and from the loye and liking of Images and 
pictures, which the Lord may ſeeme to have in deteftation 
becauſe in likelihood they were occaſions of inducing the dam- 
| nable opinion of multitude of gods into the world. And let 


| after other gods, or elſe dote upon pictures) our of ſuch their 
| miſerable 
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Firſt, to God-ward , though hee had 7acob living in bis | 


hee had Images of theſe falſe gods > Images of men it may. 


us pray to God to bring the poore ignorant perſons ( that run | 
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miſcrable condition, and to fer up the truth if ſo great pow- 
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| er,-that men may no Jopger caſt themſelves headlong by that 


which themſelves account - religion , and the right way to 
pleaſe God.. ty OF | | 


oF Firſt, the love: hee bare” him#®was' a meere worldly ſelf-re- 


' But Labaz dealt very ill with Zacob, 


; 


| 


ſpetinsg love., hee found hee gate well by him, therefore hee | 
defired his company. But for Jacobs piety: and true religion, he re- 
carded him nota jot the better. 

So moſt times , yea, evermore the love of worldlings doth 
grow from the roote of worldlinefle. 

If by ſome goad 7acob they have attained , or hope to at- 
caine profit and advantage ,. they are loath to part with him. 
but unleſlſe ſuch things doe commend a man to them , hee 
may fit without doores long cnough, and his goodnefſe with 
him, before they will take him into houſe. 

Such a carnall love to good men is none other thing than 


3. He couſen- * | 


may bee ſcene in as bad a;man as hee of whom wee entreate. 
You mult therefore learne to love a 7acob as a 7acob, and inthe 
name of a Jacob, that love will demonſtrate ſome piety to 
your. ſelves. And when wee perceive the kindneſſe of any man 
co have its Originall in ſuch baſe ends, wee muſt cſteeme it a 


point of difcretion not to truſt at all in their loves, they will | 


ſoone rurne enemies for gaine, whom gaine maketh friends, 

Further, . Laban did palpably deceive and couſin Iaceb in a 
matter wherein deceit ſhould leaſt of all bee uſed, even in 
point of Matrimony. = . 

Tacab intended to live contentedly with his pwne wife, as his 
Father Iſaac had done before him , and therefore ſetting his 
affeftions on the younger daughter- Rachel, agrees to ſerve La- 
ban for her ſeven yeares, inſtead of dowrie which hee had not 
to'give. Laban agrees to it, as I ſhewed you before , and aſ- 
ſembliog his neighbours, celebrates the marriage with a feaſt. 

Ir. muſt not bee doubted , but that they were all made to 
underſtand which of the maides was: the Bride, as well as 
which young man was the Bridegroome. But at night it may 
ſeeme the Bride was brought into the Bridegroomes Cham- 
ber vailed for modeſty ſake. 

Laban perſwades his cldeſt daughter Leab ro poſleſle the 
place of her younger ſiſter, whether with or without her con- 
ſent ic is not expreſſed , but moſt likely withour , and fo 15 
Taceb in the morning greatly diſcontented , to ſee a ſiranger 
bedded with him in ſtead of his owne Spouſe. Wherefore com- 
plaining of the wrong to his Father in Law , hee is anſwered 
with a ſhift, that the cuſtome of that place is not to beſtow 


the yGunger beſore the elder ; but if hee would ſerve ſeven 
| yeares | 


Laban. Cnr 31. 


| yeares more for Rachel, hee ſhould have her roo : for Poly- 
gamy was not then repured a. finne. 7aceb muſt needes bee 
content with that, which hee could nor helpe , and is com- 
pelled ro make his apprentiſhip longer by halfe than hee in- 
rended , here was flat couſenage. To winde in 7aceb for ſeven 
| yeares more than hee meant at firſt , and ro beſtow both his 
daughters upon ſo thriving a man, and fo advantage him- 
ſelfe more wayes than one at once ; this fellow feares not 


"Gam: 


wite, And when hee was told of it hee pretends a contrary 
cuſtome ; If there were no ſuch cuftome, hee playes the ly- 
ing fellow, in ſaying wittivgly that which was nor for the 
excuſing of -his faule : If there were ſuch a cuftome, hee 
| playes the couſening companion in concealing ir before, and 
| not acquainting Tacob with it when hee made the motion, He 
' ſhould have ſaid, I would willingly give her thee, bur 
that the cuſtome of the countrey hinders : bur if thou wilr 
have them both, firſt the elder, then the younger, I am con- 
| tent. This had beene plaine dealing; but to leade Z7acob on with 
| words, and then at Jaſt pull him on in this faſhion to ſeven 
| yeares bondage more, was flat diſhoneſty. 

| And ſuch is the diſpoſition ofa worldling for advantage ſake, 
| that hee cares not with trickes to out-reach and beguile any 
with whom hee deales ; but wee have a better direQion from 
Gods Word, ſaying , Let none of you defraud or over-reach ans- 
ther in any matter, tor God is an avenger of all that doe ſuch 
things. 


wages ſo many times, aud all proceeded from the ſame evill 
humour of covertouſneſle. 


to his Wives in way of perſwading them to depart with him , 
Lacob beheld Labans countenance, that it was nit to him as before : 

Loe, hee lookes doggedly uponhim, and hath a kinde of cn- 
vious grudge againſt him : not for any fault of his, bur alone 
becauſe hee hindered his wealth, in that God gave his riches 
to /acob by caufing moſt of the Ewes and ſhee Goates 'to 


Tacobs wages. ver, 8, If hee ſaid the ſpeckled ſhall bee thy wages , 
| all the cattell bare ſpeckled, and now this cauſed the falling our. 

. - See here the (guiſe of. a carnall and earthly minded man, 
hee will become an enemy and beare a grudge 'to any that 


D 


10juftice. | begs <2 | = 
Ir was not any injury, though ir were a damage to' Labay , 


| that ſtill the greater number , aud better catrell were ' Zacobs , 
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bring forth Rill young of ſuch colour-as was agreed upon for 


| to breake Covenant, and to beguile and defraud a man in his |. 


Hee uſed the like guilefall dealing after, in changing his | 


| 


But now ſee another ſinne , whereof 7zcob makes mention | 


| 


hinders him in his gaine, though ir bee withour any wrong or | 


_ bur} 


on him: be» 


4, He looked | 
doggedly up- | 


cauſc he hin- 
dred his 

wealth,thovgh . 
without any | 
wrong. 
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$. He purſued 
Iacob with an 
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Aion to ITaceb; as Saul bated David becauſe hee ſaw that 
God had intended to turne the kingdome unto him. 

Nature will ſhew that this is a fanlt : for why ſhould I 
hate a man becauſe God proſpers him > but defire of gain 
will ſo blinde the eyes, that hee which is led with ir, will 
not avoide this fault, nor will take notice likely that it is | 
a fault : you muſt obſerve it in Zeban, and informe your 
ſelves how unreaſonable a thing it is; and the ſonnes of Za- 
ban too did joyne with him in the ſame fault , for they al- 
ſo muttered againſt him in this reſpe&. 

And now I proceed to his next fault , hee purſued 7acob 
with an hoſtile minde, intending either to bring him backe 
againe , and then hee muſt have ſerved him on poore and 
hard termes, or elſe to have ſent him empty enough away, 
and accordingly provided himſelfe of company, in ſo much 
that himſelfe ſaith, 7* was in his power to have done lacob 
| hurt ; but that God forbade him, and 7acob upbraides him 
with it, | 

Indeed God needed not to have appeared to him for the: 
forbidding of ſuch a thing, if hee had not ſeene what would 
elſe have beene the iſſue. 

A very great finnc this was in his purpoſe , though God 
hindered the execution : wee muſt marke his ſinne, hee fol- 
lowed T7aceb in anger, meaning to bave fiript him of all. A 
wicked thing it is , upon occaſion of ſomerhing that look. 
cth like a fault, to attempt ſuch a buſineſſe; for the worſt 
that hee could alleadge , was Jacobs ſtealing away without 
giving him warning or leave, and this in Zacob was no fault 
at all, becauſe God commanded him ſo to doe, neither had 
it beene a faulc, though God had not bidden it, for it ſeemes 
their agreement was but from yeare to yeare , or for a lefſe 
ſpace of time, in that Zaban changed the wages ſo ofr , and 
therefore the time prefixed being fulfilled, Jacob was at his Ji- 
berty, and might goe without asking his leave, or making 
him privy to- his purpoſe, Bue Laban is glad to have an ad- 
vantage of ſuch a pretence, and reſolves, Is hee gone without 
my liking and knowledge > Well, I will teach him better 
manners towards his Maſter and Father in Law ; I will fetch 
him backe with a witneſſe : and ſo ſtrengthening himſelfe with 
company, hee makes after him with a revengefull meaning, 
and overtaking him begins to quarrell , chargeth him to have 
done fooliſhly in conveighing himſelfe away , with his two 
daughters, and their children fo privately. This is a wicked- 
neſſe, to intend to hurt a man, to ſpoile him of his eſtate, 


and to ſend him empty away , taking the advantage of = 
thing 
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| thing by him done , which may ſeeme to have beene done | 
ſomewhat indiſcreetly and faultily, onely or chiefly our of envy 
| and covetouſnefle to get ones goods, and to bee revenged 
of him. No man is ſo blinde bur hee would blame this in a- | 
| nother, and therefore muſt needs {inne againſt his knowledge, if B 
hedoe it himſelte. - 

The laſt fault of Laban is, that hee falſly chargeth 7acob | 5. He falſely 


with ſtealing his Idols, and meerely upon ſurmiſes ; they | =ec in 


| were gOne at that time when 7ac6b went ,- and therefore his ling his Idols, 
| concluſion was , /ac0b muſt needes have them , yea, hee was 
| ſo peremptory , that Zacobs deniall would nor fatisfie, though 
hee denied fo ſtrongly, as to offer the offender tro death if hee 
could finde them ; bur hee rifles and ſearcheth all his goods | 
for them, imagining perhaps that ſome body elſe might have 
ftollen them without Zacobs privity , which was true indeed. | 
But here by the way , I muſt raxe 7acob for a little too much 
confidence in his offer , had Laban found the Idols, hee would | 
not have conſented to the death of Rachel , nor ro the taking 
| of her from him. | | 
| Ir is good to bee moderate in our ſpeeches , -and not over- | 
' confident; but LZabaz is the ſubject of our ſpecch now : hce | 
' did falſly charge 7zcob with theft, upon a ſurmiſe of his owne, | 
This is a finne which no man can brooke from another, | 
without blaming him for it, therefore hee hath light enough 
if hee could uſe the light ro diſcover it in himſelfe. Too ea- 
fily to belecve, and too earneftly to affirme againſt another , 
that bee hath commirted ſuch a ſinne, becauſe wee have ſome 
probabilities to alleadge againſt him , is a finne agaiuſt our | 
brother, and an injurious defiling of his name , againſt whom 
wee ought not to raiſe up an ill report : Neither without juſt or 
ſure proofe, nor yer in publike manner, as Zaban did, if wee 
might 'reforme it privately. | | 
So Laban failed both inthe matter and manner of his accuſa- 
tion, the matter, itwas falſe ; the manner, it was over-publike, 
when it ſhould and might have beene private , though it had 
beene true, | 
Now I pray you ler us ſearch our ſelves, to ſee if wee bee | 
not guilty of the ſame faults with Zahas , and learne with | 
oriefe and ſhame to confefſe, that our ſelves who have farre | 
more and berrer meanes, have yet beene as palpably faulty as | 
this Idolater, as unjuſt, as worldly, as envious, as apt to fol- 
low ſurmiſes, and ſo in the reſt ; and ler us greatly abborre 
our ſelves, that better helpes have prevailed no more wirh us ; 
and now let us reſolve to put away theſe faults : and ſeeing we | 
have given our names to Chriſt, and enjoy the Word, Name, | 
| and Sacraments of Chriſt , let us abhorre to runne into thoſe 
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evils which being blame-worthy enough in an Heathen, arc 
ten times more loathſome in a Chriſtian. 

So much of his deedes , good and bad ; Now thethiogs that 
befell him are ſome good , and ſome bad , at leaſt as hee ac- 


counted it, ; : 
Good, hee hada good ſonne In law for his daughters, through 


- Gods diſpoſing more then his owne ſecking, who married them 


on termes cafſie enough for him. Indeed hee liked him for his 
200d husbandry , a thing within his element, but hee was a god- 
ly husband too, which wce ſhould learne to prize as a great mer- 
cy, and ſhould bee able ro diſcerne it : ah happinefle ir is to 
have daughters beſtowed on thriving and godly yoakefellowes, 
Pray for it, uſe meanes for it, be thankfull for 1c, 

Alſo hee had a ſtate rich enough , hee was a wealthy man 
in the place where bee lived : Surely God that caſts theſe 
things on ſuch perſons accounts them nor excellent, and if he 
deny them ro his ſervants, doth it not our of unwillingnefſe or 


'! want of meanes , but alone becauſe hee knowes ir beter for 
' their ſoules to bee deſtiture of them than to abound , where- 
| fore they muſt learne contentment 1n their abſence. And 


thoſe that have them muſt take heed they over-prize them nor, 
and ſuffer not themſelves by having them to be made as LZahaz was, 
worldly minded. 

Now for croſſes : Wee reade little of Zabans afflition; it 
may bee it was a-griefe to him that his daughters and grand- 
children went ſo farre from him, but ſuch a croſle even a na- 
rurall wiſe man may. make caſic to himſelfe , by confiderati- 
ons of reaſon, that the gaod of their children ſo requires , 
and that their comfort in their children ſtands not fo 


munch in ſeeing them , as in their well-doing : Onely La- 


ban did make Tacobs proſperity a croſſe to himſelfe, in ſuf. 
ferivg his minde to bee alienated from 7acob, becauſe 14- 
cob did thrive a great dcale faſter than himſelfe, and to his 


| hinderance, which cannot bee done without a great deale of 


VeXation. 
It is an ill diſcaſe to bee ficke of another mans proſperity, 


take heed you ſuffer not covetouſneſſe , or other diftempers ro 
bring ſuch ſicknefſe upon.you. 2 | 
With farre leſſe vexation may a man loſe halfe hee hath, 
than beare the torment which ſuch eſtrangement of heart will | 
bringwith it. ES 
And now for Labans death , we heare nothing of it , onely hee 
lived and dyed ſo farre as wee ſee, likeacarnall man, and he had 
nogracein him, butafter a little time here ſpent incarth proſpe- 
rouſly enough, at laſt, ſo far as we can ſee, he periſhed eternally, 
tor no footſteps of faith and true piety appeare in him. = 
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Wee, 


O my brethren, take heed that you doe not carry your ſelves ſo 
fooliſhly, as tolive ina meere worldly faſhion, ſcraping rogether 
a great heapof muck and dung, on which the much deceived world 
doth falſely beſtow the name of gaods, and then (with the rich glut- 

ton, and him that ſaid , Soule, eate, and drinke, and be merry, for 

thou haſt much riches laid ap in ſtore for many yeares ) have 
our ſoule taken away, and carried intothe place 
and ſtate of eternall death : for our Sa- 
viour hath ſaid, that So & every 
one which i rich inthe 
world, and is uot 
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Erer Tacobs Wives and Father in Law, wee wil! 
proceed to his children, which were twelve ſons 
and one daughter. Concerning his ſons, they 
were lixe of Leah, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Indah, 
Iſſachar, Zebalun : two of Bilhah, Dan and Neph- 
thali : twoof Zilpah, Gad and Aſher : two of Ra- 
chel, loſeph borne in Padan _AUram, and Benjamin 
borne in the Land of Canaan. The daughter 

was Dinah of Leah, ofthe birth and names of each of theſe the Scrip- 

ture takes ſpeciall notice. 

Reuben ignifies, Behold a ſon, for his mother tooke it as a great 
favour of God, whereby he would mitigate her ſorrow, yea and help 
to remove it too, by winning her husbands Jove to her, the want 
whereof was her greateſt trouble, as you ſhall finde. 

Simeos ſignifies, the hearing of God, becauſe ſhe ſaid, God heard 
that ſhe was hated, and hath given me this ſon 100, It wasagood thing in 
Leah togivcher ſons ſuch names, as might minde herof Gods good. 


neſſe in conſidering her afflition ; and when ſhee faith that God 


(ſaw firſt, and then heard herafflition; the laſt ſpeech is a proofe 


that ſhe made her moane andcomplaint to God, and ſo this mercy 
cameto herasa fruitof herprayers. 


L1 3 The 


Iacohi Chile 
d:cn. 


Reuben, what 
it ſionities, 
Gen.29.3, 


S1,120n, what 
it hgnifies, 
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Leviiwiari | Thenext ſon is called Zew7, itn laid ſhe, Now my bricband will be un;. 
ignifics, ted to meorideave to me, for the wore Levi fignificth as much as clea. 


ving. Skewas carneſtly deſirous of her husbands love, and would as 
it were, minde him of her hopes 204 deſires, that he wonld recom. 
| pence her paines of brioging him three ſons, with the increaſe of his 
affeRtion. A wife isnot good itſhe be not very coverous of her huſ.. 


' bands love , ſore probably ſay,that he,meaning Tacob, hearing Leahs | 


word,tocomtorthcr, called him Levi, and the originall ſeemes to 
leadeus tothat opinion, for the former word tranſlate. d, called is of 
the teminine genGeor, anc 15 plainly referred to rhe woman ipoken of 
before; bur the latter i5 of the maſculine,and ſo may very likely note 


the husband, of whom ſhe h2d immedtiatly ſpoken. Ani if fo, itwas 


well done of aces, at laſt to ſpeak ſome word of comfort to his droo. 
ping wife, and co let her ſee, that the riches vt three ſons had made 
him forget that great wrongs ſhe did him,of obrruding her ſIfe upon 
him againſt his will, and without his knowledge, which ſhee ought ; 
not to have done, though at her Fathers command, | 

The fourth ſon is Tefndth, in ſhort ndab, as much as praiſe of the 


he ſ:id, Now 1 will praiſe the Lord, which hath canſed mine husbands affe- 


Tons ſomembat more 10 incliac unto me by making me arother of fonre ſons, | 
, Por fo it may ſeeme they did,and that alfo may be juſtly IPs | 
; one Cauſe Of Her ſteers envy, BCc2 wc ſhee ſaw 7acoh begin to love ber | 
more hcartily chan betore, Thee ſource were borne one after another, | 
; yeare by yeare, without long intrerniflion ; then ſhe ceaſed bearing, 
till Zacob had fourc children by the two handmaids, then ſhe had two 

RI More ſons. W Y REY 
* -r Tſachar thc fiſth ſonne, fignifving there is a reward for giving her } 


' not wont togive rewards ior out bad deeds, and though it was of 1g-| 

'norance,yet itiwas a fin inher togive her maid to her husband;there- 

fore we mult take heed of imitating her in conceiring thar God is 

we!l picaſed with our faults, Such Is the blindneoſle of our minces, 
$2t weareapt to run into ſucherrours. | 

Z 61: bob The laſt ſon was Zcbrlnn, fignifying dwelling, becauſe Tod had 

regu,  givenher fogoodly a dowry as fix ſons, ſhe now begins to hope not 

zlowethat hor husband will love her more, bur ſo much now, as fo ai- 

foord her more of his company, and dwell with her, which it feemes | 

beſore he accuftoraed not to doe, but with Rachcl, For love 1s never | 

 fartisfied ville ir enjoy the preſenceand company of the perſon 1o- 

ved ; theſeare Leehs fins, envy at her maide, Rachel ſo far plaid the 

fooliſh woman. that ſhe gave her handmaigden Bithah to beher hul- | 

bands Concnbing, and the had two ſons, which Rachel would needes| 

takeas her ownc rather than thoſe that her owne ſiſter brought forth, | 

P21, wharit | andthe firft ſhe called Dan, which ſignifies, He bath judged, for faith} 
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She bewraycs adiſtempered pafſion, ard would necdes interett God 
inco her folly, as if now God 1n great tavour, ſecing how ſhee was 
wronged, had come toright her : Fond Rachel, no body wronged her 
but her ſelfe, by entercaining the bone-rotting vice of envy into her 
boſome, and yet ſhewill needes take this as a righting of her wrong 
from above, for ſothe word judgins ſignifies; ſo fooliſh we be that 


| we will count our ſelves either to be wranged by men, when we have 


received none at all, or righted of God, when his Majeſty meaneth 
no ſach matter, 


we be, Iegus beg morewiſdome and unpartialneſſe to our ſelves at 
GocHys hand, 

The ſecond ſon of Bi1hah is Nephthali, which ſignifies wraſtling , 
73 \eſaith ſhe, 7 have wraſtled with great wraſtlings with my ſiſter, 
and have prevailed, Certainly ſhe playes the unwiſe woman here too, 


God, and doth her fifter grear injury. Poore Leah uſed no meanes to 
keepe her from fruirfulncfle, ſhe neither d19 keepe her husband from 
her, nor any other thing by which to hinder her from being a mo- 
ther, therefore her wraſtlings were only conceited wraſtlings, 
and thee proved that envy will cauſe one to 'thinke hee is oppo- 
ſed, when indeed he is not let us take heed of dreaming char we 


bee wraſtled withali, and prevaile, when in very deed, it is neither ſo | 


nor fo.- 
The two ſons of Zi{pah are next borne, the firſt Gad, which figni- 


fies a troupe, whereby Zeah ſhewes thar her deſires or hopes were 
yet raiſed to looke for a many more children , as indeed ſhee 
had three after , this by Tacob of her owne body, and one more 
whom her imitation of her ſiſters weakneſle made her to account her 


Owne TOO, 


count me happy, and the name ſignifies happineſle ; ſure, tor oughr 
that I can judge, no body ever applanded Leahs happineſle in this 
matter, yea. ſhe would rather have been judged happy, if ſhe could 
have counted it happineſſe enough, ro have borne ſons her ſelfe, and 
not followed her ſiſters folly, in giving her maideto 7acob - Where- 
in yet ſhe 13 Icſſe excuſable rhan her ſiſter, who mighr ſeemeto have 
more reaſon for her fa&, becauſe ſhee her ſelfe was childlefſe. But 
you may fee what fond things wee bee many times, to count that a 
great matter of happineſle, and rake great content in it, which of it 
ſelfe verily is nothing for our good. ; 

But the children of Rachel come ar laſk ; Toſeph , which fig- 
nifies, hce will adde, or give mee another ſon ; here Rachel be- 
g1ns to ſhew ſome goodnefſe, ſome faith ; the receiving of one 
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lanother. 
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O iznorant and ſelf. deceiving, and ſelf-conceited creatures that | 


and makes toho!d with Gods name, in faying, With wraſtlings of 


The next {on is called Aſher, for now ſaith ſhe, The daughters will 


benefit, upon her' prayers, makes her hope that God will give her 


| Then | 


Nepbthali, 
whatit fignl- 
fies, 


Gad, what it 
enities, 


Aſher, what it 
ſignifies. 


| 


Toſeph, what 
| it figrigcs 
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28 | Gen. The Example of Cuae.z2, | 
| Benjamin, | Then followes Benjamipn , called by her Bezoni , The ſen of my 
whatit figni= | Gzrow , and Jacob not willing to have a ſonne of fo ill and omi- 


fies, 


Dinah, what 
it ſionifies, 


| Who ſhe was» 


No good 
thing is ſpo+ 
ken of her. 
Kcr fau'ts. 

I. She went 
intothe City, 
to ſce the © 
daughreis of 
the ceuntrey, 


| there, when the minde hath no imployment or buſineſle to ſet it 


nous a name, yet comes to the name as neare as he can, ſaying, 
hee ſhall bee called Benjamin ; as much as if hee had ſaid, One 
whom Iwill love as my right hand, and never ſuffer to depart from 
me, for his mothers ſake that bare him. 

And theſe bee all 7e:0bs ſonnes. His daughter was Dinah, Leahs 
ſeventh childe : the word ſignifies judgement , and why thee was ſo 
named, becauſe the Scripture affirmes not, I will got trouble you 
with my conjectures. 

In ſpeaking of them we will begin with the maiden, of whom wee 
have nothing at all noted that good ts. 

Some thinke ſhe was obs wife, whoſe life they caſt into the time 
of Zacob; I havenothing toalleadge either for, or againſt this opini- 
on, It isa conjecure,take it as you ſee good : bur it is probable, that 
Iob might live about this time, but of that no more till we come to 
ſpeake of 70h, 

Now we goe of with Dizab, of whom we reade, a I ſaid, nothing 
but evill, Gen, 34. I. Shee would needes walke into the City of 
Shechem, when 7acob lived thereabouts; forſooth, To ſee the dawgh- 
ters of the Countrey, whether they were faire maidens, what garments 
they wore, of what carriage, what garbes and fafhion they had. A 
folly to which many of you maides be too ſubjeQ, you let your eyes 
looke over wiftly upon the daughters : If you did alone take up 
your ſelves in contemplating the faſhions at the Market, or as 
you walke in the ftreets, or the like, yer it were a ſpending of 
rime worſe than you need to ſpend it, ſure it is not good togoe 
abroad idlely, when there is nothing ro doc but gaze here and 


— 


ſelfe abour. 

A gazingeye ſhewes an empty heart, and tempts the devill to 
come thither, one tempting to fill the heart with evill fancies, that is 
empty of God. 


abroad hither and thither, to ſee and bee ſcene alone ; Dinahs ſuc. 
ceſle may give you cauſe of fearing your ſelves in ſuch occaſions. 
But eſpecially let me exhort you toteach your eyes more piety,than 
to beſtow themſelves in looking abroad to ſee faſhions then, when 
you come to the houſe of God, there to doe ſervice unto God, Then 


pocrites, ſuch perſons as let their hearts wander (for that wanders if 
the eye wander ) when the body approacheth him : When you 
ſhould be marking what is read, or what is prayed, or what is ſung, 
or what is preachcd. A wandring eye at Church is a very bad thing, 
and is the devils inftrument to ſteale away all you heare, and ro make 
you unprofitable hearers. 


I pray you Virgins take warning by Diz4h, be not you gadding| 


I ſay, doe not ſhew your ſelves ſodiſregardfull of God, ſo very hy-| 


| Gn. Facobs Children. CHAP. 32. 129 


1 feare that this is the trueſt cauſe wby many of you learne 
juſt nothing , and cannot anfſier what you: heare , your eye | 
' carried away your mindes, thar they could nor attend by the 


o 


care, tO what was ſpoken, . - 
| Maidens Jet me propound Dzzahs example ro you, and warne you 
; to take heed of being deſirous to: goe abroad to ſee faſhions. 
But a ſecond thing 1s, a young man ſaw her, and rooke her,and lay | *: 4 you 
with her, and humbled her; you ſee what hurt followed here ; Shee Kr x" 
went toſeethe daughters, bur one of the ſons ſaw her,and worle than | her. 
| :thar, luſted after her, and tooke her, and abuſed her body, whether 
| |by ſolicitationandenticement, or by force and ſtrength, or whether 
'  |byamixture of both, partly ſiriving, and partly ſoliciting, I cannor 
| | ſay,the words are ſuch as may carry the ſence of ſoliciting, as well | 
| |asof raviſhing : but we are willing to take things at the beſt for | 
' poore Diz4h, and becauſe the Scripture uſeth theſe phraſes to de- 
ſcribe a Rape, Dent. 22.28,29. calling it a humbling her, as here, 
we will in charity thinke, that the ſame miſery befell her in the Ci- 
ty : for it was the Kings ſonne,who might eaſily bring her to ſuch a | 
roome in an houſe as might cauſe that her crying voice might not 
be heard, or ſhe might be loath to cry, knowing what hee was, and 
that ſhe was a ſtranger. Bur if it were ſo,I am fearefull that her more 
| | lighe carriage than was fit, gave occaſion to the young man of ſuch 
1 ifancies, and imboldened him.to offer ſuch a kinde of violence as 
| [hecthoughtwould not be reſiſted. - 
Let maides take heed leaſt their wanton eye and over-light coun- 
tenance and promiſing lookes doe not enflame the beholder, and of- 
| |ferſuchviolencetotheir corruption, as it were to make them offer 
| [violencetothem; andtake heed much more, thatthey be not alſu- | 
' Jred eo ſuchanevill, as nothing bur the violence of the doer can free 
them from che imputation of a grievous (in, if they ſuffer, Let their 
care be to keepe themſelves out of places inconvenient ; what did | 
Dinah with this young man in ſo ſecreta place, as might encourage | 
him to offer force > Sure hewould not have forced her in the midſt 
of the ſtreetes, he was nor ſodebauſhrt and brutiſh, as tocompel] her 
in an houſe before many. Nay, ſcarceany man ſo lewd, that hee will 
attempt ſuch a thing , butwhen noperſon is preſent, If ſhe were ra- 
viſhed, yet ſhe was fomewhat guilty of her owne rape, becauſe ſhee 
would be enticed to goe into an houſe with a ſtranger. Had ſhee 
beene of his long acquaintance, had hee beene a ſuitor to her before 
with the good conſent and allowance of both Parents, had ſhe beene 
allowed to ſet her minde upon him, fo as to intend to become his 
wife, then it had not beene ſo blame-worthy, to have ſo farre truſted 
her ſelfe with him. But when her buſineſſe was nothing bur to ſee 
and be ſeene, to ſuffer her ſelfe to be led by a ſtranger into ſuch a 
placeas might give him opportunity todo her violence, was a figne 
that her carriage was ſcarce modeſt, not at all diſcreet. 


— 


* 2 td ens tas. Mela t; apc ed 5. cate. ns Ee bs 


© — RA——_——— _—_— Rr 


by W Ly . 


| 


Lo = ET 


For | | 


ELSE” TRI "5 - Is. a ea CNET 


13O 


Their com- 
mon faults, 


1. All! ofthem 
were bad c x- 
cept Ioſepi: 
aud Bfajamin. 
Gcn-37.2. 


2. They all 
beg.1iled Ha- 
mor the Siche» 
mike. 

Genezs$. 


Theſonncs, | : , n 
' that were common tothemall, viz. their ſinnes, their good deeds, 


| their miſeries, their benefits. 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


| and frame you to ſuch a converſation as will beſceme and comfort 


— — — — = —_ 


appeareth by the young mans ſuit for her afterwards, that ſhee was 
now marriageable. Now therefore let her example make you mai- 
denscivill, and ſober, and modeſt in your carriage, and fo prudent, 
diſcreet, and baſhfull , as not to venture your ſelves into the com. 
pany of young men at ſuch places and times, as may produce as bad 


inconveniences to you,as this that befell Dinah, 


| were menof no goodnefſle nor conſcience ; They had a good Father 


' could nor in his conſcience chooſe but acquaint his Father wich 


And ſo much for this daughter, for after this we heare no more of 
her, bur that her brethren rooke herour of Hamers houſe after they 
had committed the execrable murder, whercof we ſhall have cauſe 


to ſpeake after. : 
Now come we to the ſonnes, and firſt, I will handle the things 


Firſt, it is common to them all ſave 7oſeph and Benjamin, that they 


and Grandfather, and rhey profeſſed a good religion, but their con. 
verſation was naught and ſcandalous, ſo that Joſeph being young 


their cvill deeds. 
O this is a grievous thing, that children which have godly 


education by godly Parents, and have knowledge of the true God, 
and are members of the true Church, ſhould be yer of manifet 
ill behaviour , ſhould runne into palpable and grofſe naughti. 
nefle openly, to the torment of their Parents hearts, and diſgraceof 
true reJigion, 

Be nor ſome of you youthes (whoſe Parcnts,though they muſt nor 
be compared to Taceb, yetare ſuch as have feared God, and affoorded 
you the beſt helpes they could tovertueand piety ) as lewd and fin- 
full in your carriage as 1acobs ſonnes, Yes, yes, fome of you are as 
guilty of evill demeanour as theſe youthes, though you have the 
ſame furtherances to goodnefle. Now for the living Gods fake, 
whoſe name you take upon you, for your owne ſou'es fake, which 
elſe will one day rue this naughtinefſe and rudenefſe, and for your 
Parents and friends ſake, that are aſhamed and vexed with your 11] 
report, be intreared at length ro conſider how great a wickednefſe it 
is to live naughtily , when God hath vouchſafed you ſo many 
meanes to make you good , and turne you from your evill wayes, 


your ſelves and your Parents. | 
Olet nota 7acobs ſonne be a drunkard, a gamefſter, a wanton, a 
night-walker, and ill company keeper, a quarreller ; ler not ſuch 
nettles grow upon a garden, learne to ſhunne what was loathſome 1N 
the ſons of Zacob. 
But ſecondly, they were all guilty of beguiling Hamer and the 
Sichemites with purpoſed fraud and guile , yea,and with pretending 


For to excuſe her by ber age, ſcemeth no juſt excuſe, ſceing it 
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| 


conſcience! 
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Gen. Facobs Children, QCnav.z2. 


conſcience and reſpect of religion : You know the ſtory ir elfe, 
Shechem aſter he had defloured 7acobs daughter, continued yer to bec 
ſirongly enamoured of her, and fued for her toher Father and Bre- 
| thre, offering any dowry. They would ſeeme to be hindered from 
granting the {uitby religion ; They were circumciſed, of the true 
religion, a religion ſleighted and neglefcd in Canaan, and it was 
nota ſafe thing in conſcience, and would be a reproach to them ro 
make marriages wirh perſons uncircumciſed, but if they would em- 
brace their religion, and teſtific it by being circumciſed, then rhey 
would willingly condeſcend; Now all this talke of circumciſion 


the better accomplith revenge. 

O miſerable fault, to cover hatred with deceitfull words, 4 Pot- 
ſheard covered with ſilver droſſe, To ſpeake one thing and meane the 
contrary, to pretend a good purpoſe to cover a bad, and che more eafi- 
ly to effect it by covering. 

Hcre was a mixture of impiety, in making religion a cloake to 
revenge, and of fraud in harbouring and intending,and yetdiſguizing 
revenge. 


ſhall breake forth in the Congregation, hee is a foole, though hee 
thinkes himfſelfewiſe. 

Now I beſeech you take heed of deceit and guile, the deceitful] 
ſhall not live out halfe his dayes. To hate, and yer diſlemble with 
bis lips, laying up deceitwithin him, is a loathſome thing. It is a 
part of the deſcriptionof an unſanRificd man, 73th their tongues they 
have uſed deceit ; Nature teacheth men to blame this fin tn others, 
therefore nature gives light enough to diſcover it in ones ſelfe. 
Shame it therefore, and hate it : It is bad to haveuſed this fraud for 
coverouſneſſe or ambition ſake, to get wealth or honour, by over- 
reaching others , bur it is worſt of all when it ts joyned with re- 
venge and with bloodineſle, that a man make himſelfe a bloody and 
deceitfull man, Ir is naught when only good will is pretended, but 
when religion is made the cloake of cruelty and: villany, this is to 


baſeſt. | 

Now if any of your conſciences be guilty of abuſing pretencesof 
religion forthe compaſling of revenge, of goods, of luſt, of any other 
[vi[lanous end, he hath ſinned the fin of Zacobs ſons. Let him be indu- 


nefſe; he that doth compaſle any-unlawfull end by deceir,makes the 
ſintwiceas grievous aselfe it would be : He ſhews that he commits 
[twith almoſtafull conſent of will, he makes his reaſon a ſlave to his 
appetite, and ſerves finwillingly, moſt willingly and deliberately. 
Let us {ove true, plaine, and juſt dealing, and abhorre couſenage 
and falſhood, 


Another 


tended bur to bring the Sichemites to ſuch a caſe, that they mighr | 


Sodealt 4bſalom with his Father David, and the ſhame of ſuch | 


abuſe the nobleſt thing in the world, by making it a drudge to the | 


ced to repent, and let us all be induced to abhor fo great a wicked- | 
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Gum, The Example of Cuae.z2, | 


3, Theyall 
conſented to 
th: murder of 
the Siche- 
mires., 


4+ T hey bated 
their brother 
Toſeph, 


[revenge ſake. 


Another fault of 7acobs ſonnes was this , they all ſo farce in- 
gaged themſelves into the murder of the Sichemites , thar they 
conſented to it, for they all joyned tro ſpoile the goods of 
the Sichemites, they all played the robbers in revenge, it was 
not ſo much covetouſneſſe as revenge that made them ſpoile the 
City. | 

4 how vile a finne is this revenge ! onehaddone them wrong , 
they revenge itupon a whole City : one had injuried them in one 
ſiſter, they wrong a number in many ſiſters and goods beſides : here 
is injuſtice and malice both ina very high degree. They are ſaid to 
have beene grieved bat with a carnall gricte, and to have beene 
wroth,but with a carnall wrath , for the folly committed by Shechew, 
and that it was a carnall wrath is manifeſt ; for loe, it makes them 
ſecke to revenge themſelves by a moſt excefive and amoſt unjuſt 
courſe, 

I call upon you to crucifie this humour of revenge, it isevident- 
ly blamed : Awverer not your ſelves, but give place unto wrath ; Recoms- 
pence not evill for evill : Benot overcome of evill, Returne nor evill to 
him that hach done thee evill; ifany thing may diſgrace private re- 
venge, thisexample may; foryouſee, when men thinke good to 
rake upon them to revenge their owne quarrels , they know not how 
to obſerve any equality or moderation. 

And now I require you all , as you will prove your ſelves true 
Chriſtians, and ever have the comfort of being Chriſts ſheepe , 
follow him in notrevenging wrongs, for hee gave you an example: 
S, Peter ſaith of this vertue , when hee did not render reviling for 
reviling , northreatening words neither, for evill deedes. If you 
harbour revenge, you forgive not, and if you will not forgive , you 
ſhall nor be forgiven. 

Morall Philoſophy teacheth us not to wrong or hurt another un- 
provoked , but it tolerates it when wee are provoked by wrongs; but 
the perfe&ion of Chriſtian religion is this, that it reacheth , and 
where it is intruth, enableth not alone, norto recompence wrong 
toa wrong doer, butalſo todoe good againſt evill. | 

Shunne you this wickednefle, and follow not the wickedneſle of 
Licobs ſonnes , but take heed of wronging any intheir goods, for 


Another fault of theſe young men, they hatred rheir brother 7o- 
feph our of envie, and could not ſpeake peaceably to him, and when! 
God by dreames foretold his preferment above them , they envyed 
him and hared him yet worſe; yea, all but Renber reſolved to kill] 
him , and to ſeewhat would become of his dreames, and moeked 
bim with che name of This dreamer , and all but Rexber too con- 
{ nt to ſell him fora bondſlave, and accordingly doe it, and when 
11 that anguiſh of his ſoule hee beſought them, as themſelves after 


confsfſe, they would nothearehim. Ah !| 


——_ Fro RY 
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Ah beware you of theſe finnes of cnyying, for that will bring 
| forth a defireto murder or as bad-as to murder and harden one to 
all cruelty thar no intreaty ſhall ſofcen. Take heed, rake heede of | 
theſe vices, Envy, murderouſnefſe, deriding, hard-heartedneſle, 
cruelty. They bee fearetfull vices, transforming a man intg a | 
Divell. | | 

If any of you have beene over-ruled by them, let him not de- | 
ferre to bewaile and confefle them before God, and let us all op- | 
poſe theſe vices, if they aſſault us, by holy meditations and pray- 
ersz betray not your ſelves into the hands of ſo horrible vices, for 
\want of refiſting them earneſtly, conſtantly and by ſpirituall meanes. 
Eſpecially ſuffer not your ſelves to bee tranſported rhus againſt a 
brother, to hate a brother or neare kinſman, to thinke on murthe- 
ring a brother, to negleR the crycs of a brother and bee incxora- 
ble againſt a brother, intreating not to be murdered, to caſt him 
into a pit and ſell him for a ſlave or to doe ſuch kinde of injury to 
a perſon ſo neare by bonds of Nature, O what an unnaturalneſſe 
is it, and what a great height and dominion of Vice doth it 
[proove! Religion may bee abſent from an heart in which yer 
ſome reliques of good nature doe-remaine, but hee hath quench- 
cd all ſparkes of all goodneſſe in him, that can behave him- 
ſelfe ſo miſchieyouſly to one, to whom neareneſſe of bloud ob- 
ligeth him. None of theſe were bretherento 7oſeph by the 
mothers fide, but alone . by. the Fathers, but an halfe 
{brother is ſoc nearely joyned, that that name ſhould 


kedneſle, 

Pray to Godto preſerve you from unnaturallnefle, and if any of 
you havetrampled theſe naturall bonds under feet ; let him addrefle 
|himſelfe to moſt hearty lamentation, orelſe the God of nature will 
ſharpely puniſhthe ſleighting of naturall bonds. Ir is a diabolicall 
fury of finne thar cauſeth a manto breake aſunder theſe bonds of braſle 
and iron, 

But yetas bad or worſe thenthis, they lycd and couſened their old 
Fatherto make him belceve, thar 7oſeph was killed by a wild beaſt, as 
the Story ſhewes, Ger. 37.31. Indeed Rewben was not conſenting to 
the ſelling of 7oſeph, but it may ſeeme that he was willing to hold his 
peace, and to conceale their fat, which hee thought could neither 
bee prevented nor redreſſed by revealing, and it may well be that they 
did not acquaint him with their ſelling of zoſeph. Bur loe they all a- 
greetocolour their finnero their Fatherand bring him into ſucha con- 
ceit as filled his heart with extreamity of anguiſh : Evill children they 
were that would cover their fault by telling ſucha lic unto their Father 
2s they needednot tohavetold; for their ſinne would not have been 
the more revealed, ifthey had faid nothing then to counterfir ſuch a 
thing, and 7acobs greifes perhaps would not have bene ſo grear if there 


have beene ſufficient to have kept them backe from ſuch wic- | 


[nad remained any hope of his ſonnes life. Bur it is like that they were, 
_M m defirous * 
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| deſirous to put him into a conceit of 7oſephs death, for feare leaſt hope 
'of his life might put him upon ſuch an enquiry as might finde him out | 
! 2e2ine,and ſo diſcover their lewdnefſle, for an ill conſcience is alwaies 

full of feare and ſuſpition, and will conjefure ſuch waics of diſcove- 
'ry as No man elſc can dreame of. | 
Hath any of you lied to a Parent and fought to concecale their 

|navghtinefſe by falſchood 2 Seethiswickedneſſe with remorſe, and 

| now take heedof abuſing your Parents with tales ; yea I beſeech you 

| beware of running into grofle finnes, which will alwaics hazard you 

ro lying and faiſchood for the covering of them. 

Sce here how one ſinne begets another in theſe men, envy doth 
breede an intention of murder and a wrongfull a&t as bad as| 
murther, to {ell a Brother for a flave. This wickednefle brings on 

lying to hide it, and that in ſuch a fort as had well nigh killed thcir 
|  {owne Father with gricfe. Feare to finne, for it will ſo intangle 
| you being once in that you ſhall not know how to get out. 

The ule ofati, But one uſe we muſt make of all this diſcourſe, to ſee how bad | 
our owne natures be and to be wondrous thankfull, that God hath 
| not ſo farre lefr usto our ſclves, as to be drawne to ſuch enormous 
offences. He that canlooke upon the worſt men that have beene and 
the worſt deeds, ſo as to accuſe himſelfe of the ſame bad nature,and 
t confeſſe kimſelfe obnoxious to the ſame crimes, and therefore la- 
bours to be more humble in himſelfe, becauſe of the badneſſe of his 
nature, andto berhankfull ro God for the goodnefſche ſhewes in re- 
ſtraining that bad nature, he makes a ſingular uſe of other mens ſins. 
Bur if we heare or {ce other mens faults oncely to brag of our ſelves,thar 
| we have not ſo offended nor will not ſo offend,itis a teſtimony of much 
| blindnefſe and unacquaintedneſſe wirh our ſclves,and may juſtly cauſe | 
| the Lord to make us know our ſelves by giving us over to our owne | 
ſclves inlike manner. 
A ns. But now a word ofthe common goodnefle of all. firſt to their Father, 
mon goodnes.\ they all gathered rogether to comion him when he was in his great and 
SR: exceeding ſadnefſe, This was well done, though rhey had wronged 
fort their Ea. | DIM in being a cauſe of his ſorrow, yet ir may ſeeme they were | 
therin his | greatly troubled tothinke of their naughtineſle, and were carefull to 
great ſadncfſe. ro uſe all meanes of reſtoring him to contentment againe. But ah 
what bitter accuſations muſt thoſe their words refle& upon their owne 
ſelves which they uſed to comfort their Father « How could they 
chooſe butalmoſt bewray themſelves by bluſhing one while and palc- | 
neſ;e another through the cheekes of their owne conſciences, when | 
everthey heard him,as often no doubr they did heare him name the 
. name of 7oſeph? But howſoever, it was commendably done thatnow 
| 2.They were | they ſought toafſwage his ſorrowes. All good children ſhould ſtrive 
durifull ” bin to minifter matter of comfort to their orieved Parents, and. it 15an 
{ 111 BONG own . x 
| :o Zeyprand | Dainous and urnaturall hardneſſe to doe otherwiſe. 
|nor raking | Further,they were all durifull to him in going downe to Zgypt and 
{ Benjarin Wit, not taking Bcxjamin with them ſecretly or againſt his will, and _—_— 
muc 
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| much love and honourin burying him and lamenting him,and ſhewed 

'rhemſelves carefull of their families and very peniren: to 19ſeph ar laſt, 
'and called to minde this fin in their troubles ar Zgypr, and declared 
| 'by their ſubmidion to Teſeph that they had truly repented, beſides in| 
their behaviour to Toſeph betore they knew him, they ſhew lowlineſſe 
and good diſcretion. So in one word they grew bctrer and better as 
fruits by time grow ripe and mellow, and ar laſt unfainedly repented 
and al} turned godly men. 

O that you which have bcene ride, wilde, debanſhed in youth; 
would be carcfull now in your more ſtayed time to be truly peni- 


tent and become truly godly, here 3s a kinde of amendment by | 


age which 1s not ſufficient to ſalvation, though it ſoinerhing reco- 
vcr the credit, Ir 15 ro Jay atde the practite of ones grofler faults, | 
'aud to frame to acivill carriage and to a cr2ditable bchiviour, | 
though fill the hear remaine vaine and earthly, and bes nor 
humbled ducly -by the fight of thicle fanits which were formerly 
committed. Such a kinie of morall amendment is beter then } 
\none, bur I pray you that be old, doe not fatisfle your felves | 
with char, bu. mend throughout, See: and Jament your bad-! 
ineffe as well as your bad lives, Jament and bewaile in ſecret and | 
{cquenily the former diforders, Be baſe in your owne eyes be<- | 
'Cau'e of them,and labour to get them pardoned, and your cor. 
up? natures healed, and to ſhine 1n picty and holinefle and all | 
eoodneſe ſo much the more by how mnch your youth was more 
finnefull, All you thar have beene grievous finners in youth take 
this counſe!l, learne this leſſon of Tacobs ſonnes. 

And you yourg men that have too too much broken forth, O 
take your ſelves to tacke betime, and begin ro amend betime, | 
Let your Parents have the happinefſe to ſce you reformed in their! 
life time, to behold your change, tiat they may rejoyce it your; 
reformation, and bleſſe God for his gaodneſſe in hearing their 
prayers and grating their defires, and you may cauſe them to live 
ſo much longer and more cheerefully, by ſceing ſo happy and 
defireable a fight. Tt will add a new youth ro an aged Parent, 


the waics of God and goodneſic, mo't comfortably will they leave 
(earth and goeto-Heaven when they leave their children in ſuch | 
plight 2s they may hope to meete them rhere ar laſt. 

| But let us looke into the benefits -which the Lord beſtorved up- | 
on them. | 

| Firſt, they had a god!y Father and Progenitors and were them- 
ſelves memhers, yea and pillars of the Church of God, of chem 
came a moſt populous and flouriſhing nation, in whom the viſible 
Church continued then, when all the nations of rhe world beſides | 


A greater mercy then this the world cannot have, to be the 


if he may ſee his mich offending children returned quite backe to 


did lie in darknefle. | Church, 


Church of God to have the Church continue in a mans poſterity, 
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this is aſingular favour, and God pleaſed to take all theſe fonnes | 
landro make them heires of his promiſe; 7/aac had but two {onnes, ! 
 Lacob and Eſan, God tooke Tacob and refuſed Eſan, Abraham had | 
buz two ſonnes, God caſt ou: 1ſhmarl and gave the blefling and | 
promiſe to one alone even to Iſaac; bur ice the grear tour | 
ſhewed to all theſe, they be all raken into the Church, all partake | 
of the bleſſing, all are made heires of the promiſc. It we confi- 
der their carriage, Tſhmael never commitred ſo great and mon. 
ſtrous a fault againſt the ſecond Table as Iudah, for he never fell | 
into inceſt, but hee ſcorned ſaac. Ear never did ſo foule a fault as. 
Simeon and Levis, bur he deſpiled his birth-right and hared Tacob, 
-50 God did not take theſe tor their goodnefſe, but of his mercy, 
| though they were of rude carriage hee ſuffered them not to deſpiſe 
and comemne the rruth and fo ftiil kept them within the Church. Far- | 
thermore, foure of theſe were borne of hand-maidens as well as | 
| Iſhmael, and yer the Lord rejedted them nor. This is the firſt | 
| benefir, we mult learne to cſteeme ir a choice mercy thar God 
 vouchlafeth us theſame, in miking us members of his Church, and 
| in planting the rrue Church amonegt: us, 
2 Godlaved | PFyrther, God ſaved them all trom a grext danger, over-awin 
ray og the Canaarites that they did not purſue atid veltroy them for that | 
g | inſolency they ſhewed art Shechem. | 
| Iris a great mercy if God repreſſe the wrath of men towards 
any, ſo that when they have both provocation and power, yet 
they be reſtrained from tiking vengeance; God hath the hearts of 
men in his hand and can it he pleaſcth and often doth over-rule and 
| over-awe them in this manner. 
z.They had | Thirdly, they had riches and wealth in abundance, this is a com- 
ore of C26: non benefit, learne notto over-cſteeme ir nor abule it,and be confi- | 
' dent that if we feare God, he will not denie us neceſliries, 
4 7oſepb nouri Laſtly, they had a good friend ſent downe to Zeypt to provide | 
ped mem in \for them, thar their families and rhemſclves might nor pcrith by fa. 
© [1 mine, and he forgetting all their cruelty and injuſtice rooke care of 
\them and their children, comforting and fſuccouring and countenan- 
cing them even after their Father was dead, {ſo thatthey lived moſt 
comfortably during his life. This is a moſt remarkeable favour, that 
| God provides long before for the helping of his people out of di- 
' ſtrefle, and that byſuch waies as they could never gueſle, of ad- 
| vancing ſuch perſons, as they did leaft conceive ſhould be helpfull} 
' ro thei, and- inclining their hearts ro doe them good, of wm | 
they covld leaſt expect kindnefle, Bur ſee the folly of man that 
11s often bitter againſt thoſe things, by which God intends their! 
great welfare, as 7oſephs Brethren againſt his preferment, without] 
which they had periſhed. 
| Now fortkcir ctoffcs we reade of few, they were in danger from 
Eſau when they were children, yet not ſo young but that they had 
'{ome ſence of it, but that was ſoone over and they were m—_ the 
eter 
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better for it. They werein danger at Shechem, but that they confi- | :.1a danger 
{dered not of, and God ſaved: them afore they were aware. . But mo 
[the famine pinched them and their family, andtheir rough handling | 92 Aver®® 


[in Zgypt cruſhed them,ſfo that they were tamed with irand through- & So 
ly brought to repentancc. Ie is a great goodnefle of our heavenly [ome 
Father to hcale the ſoules ' of his people by fatherly chaſtize- | roughly hand. 
ments and by blowes to leade them to repentance. | led by zoſeph. 
We muſt be thankefull ro God for our eſcaping of famine, | 
rough uſage, and ether like croſſes, but ſpecially wee muſt beſeech 
him that what crofles hee ſees fit to inflit, may bee ſanRified 
| unto us to bring us to repentance, to revive in us the remem- 

| brancc of finnes paſt, and humble our hearts for them ; 
By, farre better is it to have medicinable croſles 

1 then to live at caſe without | 


| | croſles, 
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2D 23 Omewhat muſt be ſpoken of 7acobs ſonnes in ſe- 
Naz verall, ſo many of them as the Scripture ſees | 
/ ©. forthunto us in reſpet of any ſpeciall thing | 
S-&7 done by them. Theſe arc Rewben, Simeon, Levs, 
 Tudab, Toſeph. = 
& + Firſt for Reubews, wee note his bad deeds, his 
=) & good deeds, his crofles and benefits. 
; Firſt for his bad deeds. Beſides what was com- 
mon with the reft, He committed inceſt with his Fathers Concu- | 
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:.He commit» 
ted inceſt with 
his Fathers 
Concubine, 

| Inceft is 3 

| great {10s 
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x Cor.s. 
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ine, Bilhah the maide-ſeryant of Rachel, whom Tacob had taken to | 


himſclfe at the inſtance of his wife, her Rewben defiled. | 

Inceſt is a-great finne, it defileth the Farhers- bed, itis a wrong 
to himſelfe and the party with whom hee offendeth as any finnein 
that kinde, and it is much againſt nature ſhewing a moſt violent 
and brutiſh rage of luſt, treading downe all conſiderations even of 
the lawes and rules of nature it ſelfe, in diſcovering the Fathers na- 
kedneſſe, and wronging ſo deare aperfſon in ſo high a degree, and : 
in athing ſo necre unto him. Paul ſpeakerh of ir as of athing not | 
ſo much as named among the Heathen, *and was greatly grieved | 
that it was committed and not duely puniſhed among the Corinths. | 
Abſalom committed it with an high hand and extreame wilfull- | 
nefſe and preſumption, even upon ten of his Fathers Concubines 
one after another, and thar openly and. of purpoſe to vexe his Fa-\ 
ther and make the jarre batwixt them irreconcileable, the law plaine- | 
lyforbadit. . | 

Now how. comes it to paſſe that men run into ſuch groſſe fins? 

Anſwer, Firſt, God plcaſeth to leave men unto themſelves and | 
permit their breaking forth into ſuch horrible crimes, to make the | 
wickedneſſe of fans heart knowne, to humible the offcndours and | 
make way for clic demonſtration of his mercy, or elſe to ſhew. his 
juſtice in puniffing one finne 'with another, and in puniſhing all ar 
(| Jaſt with much ſeverity, and to warne others by the example of 
[the offenders, and therefore this Gods permiſſion is not to be blamed } 
or murmured at : for he isready to forgive ſuch enormous evills to | 
thepenitent, as he did alſo pardon Rewber. | 
| Againe, the Divell ont of the filthineſſe of his owne nature and his 
| moſt outragious wickednefle and deadly. hatred of -God and man, is| 
\ready to thruſt men out cyen into ſuchabhominations,becauſe the grea- | 
'ter the offence the more it diſhonours God, and hurts the ſoule, name, 
and all of the offenders, which hedclighterh in,and he hopes by one | 


| bad example to draw others tothe like cvill, and ſo to docmoremil-| 
\chiefeto prankinde. ONO | | 
| And for man, his corruptions are yery ſtrong, and there is little or 
\No'feare of God before his eyes, wherefore by degrees he will | 
| Waxe extreamely wicked, and runne into crimes againſt the very | 
light of nature : for when any thing begins fo corrupt it | 
[doth grow worſe and worſe, till it come to extremity; be- 
cauſe it is akinde of cafie motion to goe from bad to worſe, and 
eſpecially it is ſo in this corruption of the ſoule, becauſe every finne 
addes blindneſſe and hardnefle to the minde and heart, and ſo cauſcth ; 
the ſinnes to ſeeme farreleſſe vile and miſchievous then they be, be- 
fides all finnes doe flatter with a kinde of carnall and ſenſuall content; | 
and ſo carry away the fancic and paſſions, and by them alſo the will ; 
togiveconſent and to at the wickedeſt things. | 
Weemuſftlearne-firſtto ſee our vile nature and to feare and looke | 


- our ſelves, ſtriving againſt leſſe ſinnes, that we may not be me. 
red: 
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red over to greater through Gods juſtice and the ſtrength of our; | 
luſts, yea to repent of leiler finnes and ſtrive to get them par- | 
doned and healed, and to cry carneftly ro God that he would 
ikeepe us,. ſeeing alas wee be ſorry and ſimple keepers of our | 
ſelves,thus we may eſcape groſicrevills: we muſt nor therfore bragge, 
land cenſure, and preſume, but know our owne nature, pittie others 
{and heedfully watch over our ſclves. | 
| Againe, we are to be greatiy thankfull to God for keeping us from 
ſuch notorious vices, for ſuch is his goodnefle that he reſtraines the : | 
greater number from ſuch crimes, becauſe he will not have humane | 
| {focicticstoo much diſordered and polluted, tro haſten his vengeance | 
| on the world, thisrcſtrainr is a favour deſerving thankes. O how of-| 
ten hath Godinthe time of our unregeneracic held us off from | 
| moſt foule evills that wee would have committed. Let us mag- | 
nifie God therefore and not lift up our ſelves for ſuch preſerva- 
tion. 
| And if any have committed fich vile finnes, let them be much | 
[humbled and make haſt to repent , knowing the goodnefle 
'of God who if we caſt downe our ſelves, is ready to pardon ſuch. 
{innes and finners. Benothardened, grow not impudent in finning, ! 
neither ſceke to extenuate great finnes, but labourto be greatly aſha- | 
med of them, ſorrowfull tor them, and earneſtly ſue for grace to. 
| heale your natures, and wiilingly confefle them before God, if 
[they breake our ſo as to prooveſcandalous before men alſo. 
| Now ſee Renbeys particular good deeds. | 2. His yertues, 
| Firſt, he turned his Brethren from their purpoſe of killing 7oſeph, | 1-He wiſely | 

. : | diflwaded his 
not by carneſt oppoſition which would rather have exaſperated them | p;«threa 0m 
and kaſtened the execution of their evill plot, but by a kinde of ar- | killing of zo] 
tificiall diſcreet and gentle way difſwading from the unnaturall- |/#% — | 
neſfſe, ſeeing hee was their Brother and propounding a way lefſe un- 
naturall init ſelfe ro ſeeme too, and yer not lefſe fir for their pur- 
| pole, kill him wot with your hands, but caft him inio a pit and let him 
| {/farve there. His meaning was not to ler him periſh, but he knew 
that hee could not by force take him our of their hands now, 
yet he had good hope ſecretly and intheir abſence to pull him our 
of the pit anddeliver him ſafe ro his Father. | 
| Youſec here reſpe& ro his Brother mixed with tender love to his 
|Father alſo, whoſe affe&ion to Zeſeph hee well knew and could nor | 
(but foreſee that which fell out after, how moſt heavily and indeed 
 over-heavily he would take the loſſe of 7oſeph. So agood Brother 
| ſhould pittie his Brother, bcing a man fit to be pitried and fave 
him from wrong. A good ſonae ſhould pitty his Father and Parents, 
{and ftrive to prevent the things that will begrievous to them. Eſpe- 
(cially the more any man hah once ſinned againſt his Parent as Rex- 
ben had, the more carefull hee ſhould be as it were to make a- 
| mends for his former wickednefle, by ſecking to doe them good the 
more afterwards. | 
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forrow for big former fault by hich he had egficved him very much, | 
madc him exccedingly h-avie;that now anew crofſe ſhould fall out to | 


their wills and knowledge, by which they be hindr:d from doing | 


| 
j 
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[ learne of Renben to uſe wiſedome and prudence, and when wee 


| want power to doe a good thing openiy, dircQly and by ſtrong | 
; hand, then to doe it ariificially and indirealy and under hand, Pro- 


' pounding to the contrivers of ſuch counlell ſome' other way Ieſſe 
 evill, which wee may be able to croffe more eaſily. It is nor a 
| fault to ſeeme to yecld to ſome ſmaller fauir with a purpoſe and 
| refolution of preventing the whole matter, by making a ſhew of 
;yeeldance to ſome degree or part of it, and here you fee ſome ap- 
\5=arance of evill is not to be diſliked, as Salomon alſo ſeemed to 


intcnd the dividing of the living childe, for the finding our of the 


true Mother. When for a litrle ſnace a man onely {ecmes to allow | 


| 


142 |GeN, | The Example of Cuar.29,&c. 


And in oppofing our iclves to eviil counſcl] and deeds, we ſhould 


han 
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a faule, that ſhortly after hee may rhe better manifeſt his diſlike by 
effe ting ſome good, this is not to doe evill that good may come 
of ir, but todoe good in a prudent manner. Let us take care ro hinder 
, other mens fan!rs and to doe it wiſely, rhar over-earncRnefſe maynor 
 hiader our ſucceſle. 
Secondly, as heſouokrto prevent his death and hurt, ſo was he fully 
'minded to reſtore him to his Fa: hier againe, | 
So we muſt intend and fecke our fir meaties of bringing our inten- 
tions about todo g20G unto thoſe tnen whom we To cauicleſly purſued 
by ill men and toſctrhem 11 fafcry and proſperity ; <{pecially to thoſe 
thatare ncere unto us, and when wee may bring comfort alſo to 
others by procuring the ſafery of ſuck as ar: deare to them, as 1n- | 
dah after would have beene 2 bond-man to Joſep in Benjamins 
[ſtead, that he might ſend him home in ſafety which would have 
beene lefle to his Fathers gricfe, becauſe h- was more able to looſe 
Indah then Benjamin, When {uch caſes fall out, weinuſt rake fir op- 
portunities of doing gocd. | | 
Laſtly, it grizved Reaben exceedingly when he found his hopes 
| diſappointed arid faw 7/eph taken one of the pir, for thenthough he | 
did not know what they had done with him, yet he conjectured that | 
by was not for good that they had remooved him,and thettore he rends | 
| his cloathes,{aying ina dolefull complaint, the Lad i not yonder, and 1 
| w#tZer ſhall T gore? He could not thinke I ſuppoſe of incurring his Fa- 
'thers arger for nor preſerving Toſeph, for he might well enough con- 
ccive thatche water ſhonld never cometo his Fathers knowledge, but 


( - 7 p is 
;poore 740%, which he new would craſh him much more thenhis faule 
had Cons. So thor confcicvineſſe and penitent ſorrow for his Former | 
evill,nadehimmnch mor= loving naw to his Father, much more de- 


firous to prevent his oriefe, and much more diſcontented and trou- | 


bled when he found kimfclfe prevented of the thing he deſired, | 


| All men nit Jearnetobe grieved if any occeſion fall our againſt 
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[tch gocd as they intended, Indeed it can hardly be thought, that 
| one 
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one did ſeriouſly purpoſe rocroſle an evill plot, if thething being * | 


| weight, he be not ſeriouſly troubled, that he is diſabled from croſſing 
-[1t | | 


But the matter which I would moſt commend to the imitation | 
of children is this: The more they have by their offences grieved | 
{their Parents alrcady, the more carefull they muſt bee to ſhew 
{their loye and reſpect unto them afterwards by all meanes, and to 
{rake heavily thoſe things which they know will grieve them. | 
But moſt wicked and impenitent and gracelefſe muſt they be coun: 
ted that ſtill adde wrong ro wrong, and perſiſt in a continual : | 
courſe of vexing and tormenting their Parents hearts by their aniſ-| 
| demeanours, breaking forth {till more and more. 

Further Revbez did a good worke when hee fought ro remooye | 4 He foughe to 
| . () « "0 . | a . | cm [- 
his Father from his ſtiffeneſle in reſolving nor to ſend Bevjamin to. Ong Ez 
| E2ypt, and if it were poſſible to winne him to that which was ſo-: fiidenes in re- 
behoovefull for them all; yea and doing it with much earneſt- _ to len 
nefle roo, ſaying, Slay my Sonnes if I bring him not to thee © pong BOM 
azaine; hee did not meane tro expoſe his Sonnes ro the danger | | 

of death by his Farhers and rheir Grand-fathers hand ; for hee * nn 


knew him ro bee a farre more loving Grand-father, then that i 
| 
| 


hee could finde in his heart to rake ſuch a fruitlefſe and boor- | 
leſſe revenge, but his meaning is ro deale moſt effetually with 
his Father, to perſwade him ro a needefull thing and diſſwade 
him from an harmefull peremptorineſſe, as much as if hee had | 
told him, thar hee would uſe as much care and diligence for 
| Benjamins preſervation, as ifthe life of his two ſons did lyear ſtakefor 
him. | | 
It is a good thing eyen very vehemently fo ſtrive to remoove 
our friends from ill and unreaſonable reſolutions, and this may | 
well bee done even to Parents and Governours, ſo that ſtill wee 
| obſcrve ſuch a'manner as may not diſcover any diſ-regarding or 
ſleighting of chem. Let no man therefore abſtaine from doing ſuch | 
agood office to his Governour though it ſeeme nor ſo pleafing for 
the time, for at the laſt it ſhall ſo commend ir ſelfe to him that 
| finds the benefit of it, as that diſlike will bee turned into favour, 
onely ſo that an over-rough manner of doing doe not adde to the | 
bitrernefle of the thing, as it did in 7946 when he perſwaded Da- | 
dro gooutand ſpeak unto his ſervants. = | | 
And let not Governours bee offended with their Infcriours for | | 
taking upon them ſo farre, It is no tranſgreſſion of duty, even car- | 
neſtly ſtriye to difſwade or perſwade a Ruler in ſuch things. Te | 
is weakeneſſe enough in a Governour on ſuch an occaſien to ſay, 
nay > but to chafe and bee angry is a double fault, wee | 
finde noe ſuch diſtemper in Tacob., This is the good of Rev. ' 
en. - | 3th | His crofles, | 
His affliitions, ſo farre as is recorded, were not many; indeed | His Father 
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 g.His benefits - | 
hee had divers fruitfullneſſe, for hee had divers ſonnes when they went downe to | 


ſons. 


Simeon and Le- 
vi rheir ſinne: 
- ] double, 
1. The murder 
of the Siche» 


miles. 


+ | municateittomany, and it is nothing but our folly that takes occaſion 


- | blond, and kill as here a whole city or rowne. | 


| Murder is a 


| rcarlinne. | apainſt the Lawes of GOD and every well ordered Common- 


may count that a croſſe, that hee was ſuffred ro finne ſo farre, | 
| and doubtleſſe it was a corrafive to him all his dayes after, and: 
| that his fore-mentioned gricfe, as It was in ſome ſence an a& of 
yertue, ſo it was aſuffcring of evill, Forto be grieved for ſome miſe y 
liketo befall our friends is a great miſery to him that ſo grieverh, 
Bur. one crofſe hee had, that his Father did mindc 
him of his fault on his death-bed before all his bretheren, and 
did then and there diſ-inheric him, he tooke it well, and made no | 


angry reply. . | 
Tt is an affliction to bee diſ-inherited or otherwiſe deprived of 
any benefit which clſc wee ſhould have had; becauſe of our finncs : | 
And wee muſt learne 'when ſuch a crofle is laid uponus, to beare 
| it quietly and fruitfully roo, I meane ſo as not to breake forth in 
anger and diſcontent againſt him that doth withdraw ſuch things 
from us, nor yet to paſſe it over ſleightly and careleſly as not re- 
earding the hand of God, but to accept it as a juſt puniſhment of 
| ourfaults, and make it a meanes of renewing and increafing our Repen- 
tance. | 


Of the benefits of Reuben beſfides the common, we read of his | 


| Egypt, and ſo hee made one of the twelye Tribes. Wee have | 
[noted this mercy afore in others; let us take heed that the com- 
| monneſle of this mercy make us not diſvalew it. A benefit is no | 
{whit leſſe ro be eſteemed, becauſe the Lord vouchſafeth to com- | 


ro ſleight ſuch favours. | 
Now I come to Szz7and Levi, we have their ſpeciall fin and the 
puniſhment of itnoted. * * | 
| The finne is double. Firſt, They were the Actors of that blou- 
dy and ragefull murder and ſpoyle committed on the Sichemites, 
in killing Hamor, Shechem and all the Males. They drew their 
ſwords and went in boldly on the third day when all were ſore, and| 
| ſlew all the men they met withall, Jacob doth curſe their rage and anger, 
land doth abominate the ſame. - | | 
| It is a grievous finne to kill men in a wrathfull paſſion, without 
juſt warrant and calling from God, indeed to kill one particu- 
lar perſon is ſinne enough, and calleth for the Sword of the 
Magiſtrateto cut of the finner, how much more to fill ones hands with 


he 


Murder is a fine againſt the light of Scripture and of Nature, 


| weale, a grofſe {inne and palpable, a-miſchicvous finne, wrong- 
| ng the Perſon murdered in his life, the pretiouſeſt thing hee hath, | 
| with an irrecoverable wrong, wronging his Friends, wronging the | 
| Common-weale, and wronging GOD extreamely in preſumptuous 
Wcroching uponhis prerogative, to be the takeras hee hathbecnerhe 
\BIyCr of life. © 1p A 
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| O be thankfull to the living God, that hee hath kept you from | 
| this red and crimſon ſinne, eſpecially if any have beene fo inflamed | 
with rage as once Davra, that he hath even deſired, and reſolved, | | 
and intended, and attempted to commit murder, as it fell out to Da- | 
vid, and he hath kepr/him from ir, either by preventing the occaſion, | 
| or ſome counſell comming betwixt, or ſome diverting of the blow 

' or the like, O let him be thankfull chart he hath eſcaped the fat of 


murder, as well as be humble, that he hath defired to commir the 
| 


(ITsN. 


it 


: faulr. Wee muſt not aſcribe to our ſelves the immunity from grofle 
| finnes, and pleaſe our ſelves in our eſtate becauſe of ir, but we muſt 
'j give God the glory, and loath and abaſe our ſelves and our bad 
{ nature, that ſhould fall into them if wee were left ro our ſelves, 
| chiefely if nothing have ſtopped us from them but want of op- | 
portunity. | | 

And now ever mortifie anger and wrath, and revengefull boyling 
| of heart, for he that nouriſheth wrath, malice, envie in his ſpirit 
within, ſhall at laſt be carried away ſo farre with that inward diſtem- 
' per, that if occaſion offer it ſclfe, he ſhall ame forth into the groſle © 
\a& of murder. All corruptious being fed in the hearr within, doe 
[gather ſuch ſtrength, that if there be firneſle of occaſion they will 
| breake out indeed: O bring not your ſelves into ſuch a temper, 
[that the Divell ſhall have you in readineſſe ro make murdcrers 

of, if ever hee can fit you with time and place and other circum- 
ſtances. | 

Beware of blouds, beware of blouds, this finne teares the con- : 
ſcience in an hundred peeces when once it is made ſenfible. This | 
{ ſinne leaves a deepe ſtaine, ir begets grievous horrors, and makes | 
the ſoule ſtill fierce in pronouncing evill againſt it, after it hath beene | 
fierce in doing ſo great anevill unto others. Pray to God to preſerve 
you from it, and getmeeke, gentle, quiet, patient ſpirits, which may 
keepe you from being provoked with wrongs. 

And if any of you have tranſgreſled in this kinde, though not in ſo 
high a degree, let the example of theſe two incourage him to repent, | 
and make him flie to the throne of grace, that God would worke in 
him true repentance, and both pardon and healehim. You ſee two | 
young men here drowned in ariver of bloud, moft innocent bloud, 
by them molt cauſeleſly and groundleſly ſpilt, you ſee them yer par-| 
doned. Nay they were ſtained with their brothers bloud, whom} ; 
they conſented to kill, and aQually ſould for a ſlave, and yer they 
| be pardoned. Runne to God, hee can pardon many murders as 
well as one angry word, and will doe it if you ſubmit and convert, 
| He that judgeth himſelfe for his ſinnes paſt, reſolving thoroughly by 
| Gods helpe to reforme his heart and life, and takes boldnefle to aske 
remiſſion and ſanctificarion at Gods hand in Chriſts name, ſhall 4 
be pardoned, although the guilt ofthe bloud of Godthe ſondid ſticke 
to his fingers. | 


But another fault they committed, when their Father in the bit- 
Nao ternefle | 
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ternefle of his foule and his great feares told them of their fault and | 
their danger, they ſhewed no repentance, no feare ar all either of | 
| God or men, br returned him a ſurly kinde of fooliſhexcuſe, ſaying, 
| ſhould he abuſe our ſiſter as 4 whore. It you frame this anſwer into a due j 
forme of reaſoning, and apply it to the juſtifying of their murder, 
for to that purpoſe they ailedged it, it muſt runne thus. Tf any man 
wrong us notoriouſly wee may and will kill him, and there is no cauſe | 
of rcprehending us, but hee hath done ſo, for he hath abuſed our | 
| fiſter as an whore, wherefore we doe not deſerve to be reprooved | 
for killing them. Firſt if they had ſlaine onelythe raviſher, it might 
f{eeme ro have beene juſtified by this reaſon had it beene good, bur 
| amor and the other Citizens knew nothing of this abuſe, ar leaſt 
they were not guilty ofit, none of them had abuſedtheirſiſter. Se. 
condly, who ever made this law, that a man greatly wronged ſhould : 
kill him from whom he had received wrong; fo their reaſon is naught, | 
| and if it were good, yet would it not reach farre enough to juſtifie their | 
deedes. | 
Here we have two faults, to an{wertheir Father ſurlily,and impeni- | 
| rently juſtifying the faulc in a kinde of angry mutcering «© the re- | 
| proofe; this is acommon fault amongſt inferiours, if they be repre i 
| hended, they goe away grumbling ſome {orry excuſcs or other bei 
{ angry within, and ſhewing it as farre as well they dare by mumbling 
| out ſome fond words, fo as they cannot be diſtinaly heard. This is | 
a kinde of replying to Governours ard is afinne, ſhewing thatthere ! 
is no ſparke of true repentance for the fault, at leaft that then that : 
ſparke is even raked up. Butif after the heate of paſſion that carried ' 
one to commit the faulr, a man be told mildly of his taulr, and then 
, mumble out ſuch fooliſh excuſes, fure he is not penitent, and in very + 
; deede ſuch mutterers would have their monthes ſtopped and Romacke 
'taken downe with ſmart and blowes. This ſhewes 2 fleighting cf 
| the Goverrour as well as not repenting of the fault, 1 Pry you in-. 
feriours now you are quiet, conſider how undecent athing iris, and 
how ill beſeeming your places 2 that you may blame ir in yeur ſel. | 
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ves, and condemne it for the future, and ſccke to ger it pardoned, ! 
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(| And now learne to doe better, give {uch an anſwer as theſe young | 
youthes ſhould have done but did not, that is, corfeſſe your offen- | 
ces, humble your ſelves, reiolve upon, and unfajgnedly promiſe 
; amendment, and pacifie the anger at once of God, your Gover- 
{ noure, and your owne conſciences. 
| And ſce in them a ſecond fau!r in this one anſwer, a bearing out i 
of themſelves in rheir {innes without feare, ſhame or remorſe, and- 
that upon ſo fond a pretext as this, that they had received a wrong; 
iſt. To continue heardned in a finne, ſich a finne, not to beable: 
to fee the hatefulnefle of it, not to feel the weightineſſe of it, not: 
to feare the juſt judgements of God and due puniſhments of men, but: 
in iteede of ſorrow ro ſhew ſtiffencſle, as much as to ſay, if it were tO, 


, doe againe Lwould docit, and I am nor ſorry that I have doneit, this 
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| is a great badnefſe, and to beare ones ſelfe thus in finne upon meere | 
falſe conceits, that haveno probability of truth inthem, argues a moſt 
blinde minde and a ſtupid conſcience, and makes the finne much 
more offenſive to God, as ſhewing that the mind is not carried to | 
ſinne on a ſuddaine temptation, bur gives it ſclfe to finne out of the 
lace it hath given to the belecte of falſe principles, as theſe had con- | 
cluded with themſclves, that i was reaſon to kill him thatabuſed their | 
fiter, and therefore deliberately had reſolved to doe it. Let us take ! 
heede to our ſclves, that we be not thus hardened by the deceirfulnes 
of ſinning. | | | 
Now the puniſhment of this finne is this, that they were minded | Theix puniſh 
of it by Tacob, and had not that part of the binh-right ſetled upon — ed 
chem though the next in age that Reuben had forfeited, but were | or fe 
ſcattered and divided in 1/rae!, and made to be two of the ſmalleſt | birth-righr. 
and meaneſt tribes, not fit either to command and rule, or <lfſe to | 
have the double portion, becauſe of their ſmall number. God did 
afterwardrturnethis to Levz to a bleſſing, but in itſelfe it was apuniſh- 
ment. God canſeth rhat for murder and ſuch inſolencies toward the * 
| Farher, the whole poſterity after them doth fare the worſe in carthly 
things for their fault, and juſt it is that he ſhould doe ,ſo, for hee 
 lookesupon Parent and childeren, as up6n rooteand branch, making i 
| [bur one common bodie where cach is a part, and therefore in ſmi- 
[ting the roote doth bring miſery upon the branches too, and contra- | 
rily. O lerus rake upthis argument to fortifie our reſolutions againſt 
finne, ſhunne carneſtly the doing of thoſe evils which may provoke 
God to ſcatter and diſperſethine ofspring after thee. | 
| And ſo much of S:meon and Levi, onely we havemention of Levies | Levies death. 
death roo, how long he lived and then he died, Exed.6.15. that heli- 


ved 137.ycares. | 
Now of 1#dabin {everall,confider his faultsand vertues,benefits and | 7*4*- | 
croſles. | | 
His faults, 


| - His faults were theſe beſides what was common in the matter of| * ts eſe 
of 7oſeph and the reſt. Firſt, thar he ſeperated himſelfe from his Fa- | rahers toute! 
\thers houſe, and went and lived with a certaine Canvamte called an | 
Adullamite, becauſe he lived neere a place called Adullam, and 
out of I know not what occaſion, there grew agreat and inward friend 
with him. This was 70 get out of Gods bleſſing into the warme ſunne, 
|to leaye the family of. 7acob,and table with Hiram, this was ro excom- | 
municate himſelfe out of the Church what in him lay, and ro bid adue| 
to God and ll his ſpirituall bleflings. z 
It muſt be noted as agreat fault, for any worldly reſpe whatſoe- 
. | ver, voluntarily to transplant a mans ſelfe our of the vifible Church 
into a profane and unhallowed place where the Church is not. There | 
where you have Gods Word, Gods Sacraments, Gods Name and 
Gods people, and finde your ſelves ſpiritually edified, there abide 
though it be with ſome inconyeniences to your eſtate, and be wil- 
ling rather to ſuffer ourward dammage theninward, ſhew more _—_ 
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| 2. He was led) A ſecondfault, beingrthere he is led by his eye to marry a Cananitiſh | 
by his eye 2) oman. It is likely without conſent or privity 'of his old Father, | 


z-He commit-| Thirdly he ſinned in committing as he thought whoredome with 


__ ——_ a profeſſed harlot, but it was indeede inceſt with bis daughter in law, | 
Oo 


of goodneſſe then 1udah did when he was a prophane young man. | 
| After you ſec he returned hometo his Fathers houſe, it had beene better 
| notto have departed thencear all. 


it is ſcarce like he would goe to him toaske counſell, whoſe family he | 
' had forſaken. Ei 
Beware young men of crring with 1#d4h, and marrying your ſelves 

to prophane and idolatrous perſons of your owne heads for ſiniſter 

reſpetts, leaſt the Lord puniſh you as he did 1:44h. The youth of 
| Indah doth a little excuſe, for he was very young when he had his 
firſt childe, as appcares, becauſe his childe by Tamar viz. Pharez, 
| had two ſonnes at the time of their going downe to Agypr, when 
 Toſeph was but 39. ycarcs, for he was 3o. beforethe yeares of famine 
| came when he ſtood before Pharavh, and there had beene 7. yeares 
of plenty paſt after his preferment and two of famine. Now Iudah 
'was Jacobs fourth ſonne, borne about the fourth or fifth yeare of his 
being in Pagan, and Joſeph the laſt borne there abour the 14. yeare, 
ſo there was ſome 10.yeares ſpace berwixt that, therefore 1oſeph be. 

ing 39. he could be at moſt but 49. Tamar by whom he had Phayez, 
| was married to two of his ſonnes and ſtaied till the third was marrige. 

able, thar could not be lefſe then ſome 75.or 19 yeares, and Phayes | 
could not be thought to have two ſonnes, but that he muſt be ſome 
18.0r 19. ycares, which make ſome 32.at leaſt, therefore Inu4ah when | 
he married muſt be no more then ſome 18. or 19.yeares. His youth | 
|rherefore I fay extenuates his fault, bur let none of your ages be ble- 
miſhed with ſucha fault, as was too blameworthy even inthe greene- 


neſſe of his youth. 


who of purpoſe lay to intice him inthe habit of a harlot, by the way! 
where ſhee knew he muſt goe 5 This is a filthineſle, that a man ſhould 
ſuffer himſelfe to be ſo farre inflaved to luſt after a disguiſed harlot 
by the way, as to ſolicit her, and hire her, and abuſe her. He was 
at that time a widdower, and the time of mourning for his wite was 
paſt, andnow he made no great conſcience of ſingle whoredome, but | 
God will judge whoremongers, and whoremonzers ſhall not inherit Goas 
kinedome, | 

If there be any amongſt youas bad as 1udah, that makes little con- | 
ſcience of avoiding whoredome if he may doe it cloſely and with- 
out knowledge, and hath abuſed his wealth to hire an object for his, 


' unlawfull luſtto worke upon, he muſt ſee his fault in 7444 and repent 


\of it, 

And you muſt all be exhorted to arme your ſelves with areſolu- » 
[tion of flying fornication, and of watching over your ſelves, and ſo 
carefully reſiſting the firſt motions to evil], that you may not be J 


\cafily drawne away and enticed. And ſuch as God hath —_ = 
etter : 


py — 
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better teniper, then that ſuch an objet would ſo ſoone intangle. 
[them, and hath not intangled them, muſt acknowledge Gods fayour | 
in preventing them from ſuch evills, and take heed ro themſclves 
thatthey allow not others as bad, revenge, quarrelling, drunken-| 
neſſe,deceitor the like. :| 
| Another fault of I#dah was, that he diſſembled with his daugh- ! 
ter in Law, making her belceve ſhee ſhould have his ſonne Shl4h, 

if ſhee would ſtay alittle till hee was growne up, but never meant 
to performe ir, nor did not goe about to accompliſh the marriage | 
when the young man was growne up, which cauſed her to thinke 
of a ſharpe and lewd revenge, even to draw him to doe that un- | 
lawfully which his ſonne ſhould have done lawfully, raiſe up ſeed | 
{to his brother, acuſtome which was then in uſc amongſt them T | 


know not on what ground, but it ſeemes to be from God, becauſe | 


£1 
, 
Pl 


he did eſtabliſh it by <2oſes Law after. | | 
You muſt learne to take heede of counterfeiting and deceiving, ; 
making promiſes alone for ſhifts and delaies which you minde never | 
co performe, but alone to ſerve a preſent turne eſpecially in matters! 
!of ſome weight. This is flat Iying for to ſpeake otherwiſe then. 
my meaning 1s, togoe againſt the minde and to utter falſehood of | 
ſet purpoſe, as much as any other made lie can be thought to be, | 
[yet nothing more common then this, men for anadvantage will pro- 
miſe and. ſay any thing which they never meane or thinke to make 
good, how can hee ſay hee is a true 7ſraelite in whom there is ſo 
much guile? How can hee ſay that hee ſpeakes the truth thats in 
his heart ? yee falſe promiſing double tongued men, ſee how you 
be diſhoneſt and unjuſt, and falſe men, and learne to bewaile and 
amend this wickednefſe. Now promiſe nothing but what youfully 
intend, and know that upon good reaſon you may intend to per- 
(forme, and when the promiſe is made, give it ſeaſonable accom- 
' pliſhment. Wee muſtreade Stories and Scriptures to ſeeand amend, 
[not to excuſe thelike faults in our ſelves. 

But 7udab ſhew'd a fault or two more in dealing with Tamar, 
when her big belly ſhewed what ſhee had done, hee forgar his 
owne naughrinefſe and would haye had her burnt, What autho- 
rity he had in that place I know not, whether he had made him- 
ſelfe a member of thar towne of CA dullam, and had gotten to be a 
Ruler, but ſhee was accordingly brought forth ro be burnt, and 


| 


| 5.He forgat 


E. 


4.He diſſem- 
bled with his 
daughter In 
Law. 


his owne 
naughtineſfle, 
& would have 
had Tamar 
burnt. 


then ſecing the ſignes hee could not deny them, and then blames 
himſclfe, and the ſentence of burning grew cold, becauſe both or 
neither it ſcemes wereto be burnt, Bur before hee knew his owne 
guiltineſle, hee was glad to have an occaſion of being rid of her, 
that his fone Shelah might ſcape her. | 

Loe what raſh cenſurers wee are like to be of other mens faults, 
and willing to have them puniſhed, in the meane time forgetting 
our owne 3s great offences; Let us learne to be more moderate, and 


to have the wiſedome to looke upon our owne offences before they | 
Nn 3 be 
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6.Repented 
not of his 
vwaoredomes 
bur ſought ro 
red{eme his 
pledge. 


| His yertucs, 
:.He returned 
at laſt to his 
Fathers houſe, 


2, He was 
| ſomewhar 

| humbled {or 

| his GnaCc, 
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be brought ro our mindes by ſuch tokens as. made 1455 confeie | 
his fault. | 

Againe, when 1#dzþ had committed whoredome, he gocs his way | 
never repenting, bur all his care is to redeeme his pledge by ſen. | 
ding the kid, which either was of lefle worth or at leaſt nor fo i 
apt to bewray him, and when the woman could notbe found, and | 
that his friend returned aſhamed *to make ſo infamous an inquiry, | 


tions be carcfull ro returne with ſpeed from our voluntary wan- 


hee ſaid, let her take it leaft wee be Ianghed at, ſo the finne did not" 
; much moove him if he might eſcape the reproach. | 
| Tr is thus with moſt men, ſuch a fleepic conſcience they have 
within them, that if they beare outthe faulr with ſecrecy, they be | 
'not grieved for ir, onely reproach by having the buſineſſe knowne 
'would make them ſtartle and be troubled ; O if any be fo affedtcd, 
| he ſhewesthat no feare of Godis before his eyes, 
| Ler us labour atleaſt to have ſo much truth of goodnefle left in 
us, that if we ſhould fall into any groſſe finne though never fo ſe- 
'cretly and without knowledge of it to any, yet we might be affe. 
'Red with ſorrow in regard of the offence done to God, and fo fall | 
'downe before him and lament it, and confeſle it, and repent of it | . 
: before him, and renew our purpoſes of amendment and ſue for par- : 
don and helpe, which till wee have done wee are not recovered our | 
of the ſnare of the Divell, but ſhall be carricd into the fare finne | 
| againe and againe, ſooften as he can preſent us with occafions; He | 
that can ler finne goe lightly away if no naturall evill follow from | 
it, is cither deſtitute of all graces or hath his graces much abated and | 
infeebled by the prevailing of corruption. E 
Hicherto of Iadahs faults, now his particular good deeds. 
Firſt, hereturned art laſt ro his Fathers houſe, and dwelr there with | 
bis Brethren as a member of his Farhers family againe, when hee | 


made his returne I know nor, bur that hce did it is moſt cer- | 


raine, 

If any have departed out of the Church and ſociety of good men, 
let him learne of 1#dah to rurne backe againe the better way, andro | 
come home to the place where God dwelleth. David was grieved, } 
[that hee was forcibly driven out of Gods Inheritance, and wiſhed | 
'nothing more then that he might have liberty to dwell in Gods Ta- 


| bernacles. Let us if we have baniſhed our ſelves from {uch habita- 


dring. 
| © FNO'Y TIndah ſhewes himſelfe ſomewhat humbled for his finne | 
| with Tamar, for ſeeing thetokens he had left with her, and knowing 
his faulr, hee confeſſeth his faulr and faith, ſhee #« more vigh- | 
Feous then 1, For Shelah was growne up and was not given unto | 
' her. i | 
| So muſt weedoe, if wee have finned and beene an occaſion of ) 
others finnes, let us juſtifie them above our ſelves and cor- | 


; demne our ſelves more then them, and not bee poſſeſſed _ 
| the 


—— 
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the partialiry of ſelfe-love, as ſtill ro ſtand in our owne light, | | 
denying the fault or laying the blame upon another. True repen-; 
[tance will be readyto blame ir ſelte, butan impenitent heart is witty 
to caſtthe blame ſtill from it ſelfe uponanother. | 

Againe, it is ſaid, hee knew Tamar no more afrerwards, and wee 0 
reade not of any other wite or childe he had afterwards, to that he! | 
forbare her becauſe ſhee was his daughter in Law, and forbare co; 
take another,wife voluntarily,it is like,in humiliation for rhis unbridled | ol 
fact he had committed. 

If any have ſinned in unlawfull deeds of this kinde, his care muſt 
be with 7#4ah to offend ſo no more, and to be ſo humbled with his 
former offence, that the conſideration of it may make himtemper him- 
ſelfe for the future, 

Further, 7udah carried himſelfe well rowards: his Father, for hee | ;.yc carried | 
was earneſt to get him ſend Benjamin with them to the Governour in | bimſclfe well | 
Egypt, and ar laſt prevailed by interpofing his faithfull promiſe to |** 55 Farnen. | 
bring him backe againe, as you'reade in the Story. Gen.4p | 

'tisa good thing in an Iaferiour to turne away his Superiour from 
ſtiffencſle in an indiſcreet purpoſe, and he hath performed a worthy | 
office, that hath ſo farre prevailed with his ſuperiour for the good| 
of himſelfeand of others, wherefore doe this good deed with hum- | 
bleneſle and diſcretion, as occaſion ſerveth. 

The laſt good deed of 1ud4h and moſt commendable, was his | , He faithful. 
faithfull keeping of his promiſe with 7aceb, in offering himſelfe to | ly kept pro- 
be abondflave in Benjamins roome, whoſe abſence he knew would roy "_ 
even kill his old Father, ſo that hee was content to take the pu- 
niſhment of arvthers faule upon himſelfe, rather then falſify his word ; 
of preſenting the Lad againe unto his Farher. How was love and | 
faithfullnefſe joyned both in oneact * 

We muſt learne to praRiſe even ſo, to love a Parent fo, as if it be| 
poifible to prevent his griete with our owne ſo great a miſery as perpe- 
1 |]tuall bondageduring life. | | 
How mucharethey toblame that occafion their Parents miſery. by | 
their wilfull finnes, and can well enough be content to ſee their 
Parents goe mourning to the grave, even for their incorrigible 
'naughtineſſe, Sure the affetion of good children is farre other- 
| Wiſe. | 
And now children, havea loving pittie to your Parents, and frame 
' your ſelves rather to ſuffer any miſery then rhe ſight of your Parents pi- | 
| ning away in griefe, eſpecially thenthe procuring of ir by your owne 
miſdemeanours. 

Againe, heſhewed here great fidelity for having given his Word to 
his Father, that he would bring Benjamin againeto him, hepreterres | 
the performing of his promiſe before his owne liberty, and would 
rather keepe his promiſe with his Fatherthen liveat home with him | 
in freedome. | 
Let uslearne toſhew the like care in keeping our promiſes, evento | 
N n 4 doe 2 
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doe what wee have ſaid chicfely in matters of weight, though wee 
cannot doe it without great inconveniences toour ſelves, let us keepe 
promiſe though it betoour hurt. 


| 5.He did cou Againe, Indah makes a moſt pithy and rhetoricall ſpeech to loſeph, 


regjoull beare! for affection will make areaſonable wit to doe the office of agood 
%& | Orator. This was acommendable thing in 1#4a/to beare ſo ſudden 
and terrible an accident with ſo much ſtrength of minde, that he 


could apply himſelteto take that courſe which was fit and behoofefull, 


ws ef Pr woo mnten tc eat a. \ —— — —— — — 
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notwithſtanding his griefes. : | 

Let us labour to be of ſo well compact a ſpirit, that extremity of 
' ſudden blowes may not diſable us from carrying our ſelves diſcreete- 
| ly even in ſuch unexpected accidents. This1s agift rhat we myſt be 
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at Gods hands, and the beſt way toget it, is as 1nd4ab did, to ſee God 
{ in it, and be humbled before him for our fins thar procuredit. Ando 
| much for 1udahs particular good deeds. 
His croſles. Now his crofles were, firſt that he had two ſonnes ſo wicked, that 
_ = God himſelfe could not brooke them, bur even 1lew them for their 
ſonaucs, | extreame wickedncſſe. 

' Trisa croſfethar hath befallen many a Father to have very lewd chil- 

dren'; Labour what you can to prevent 1t by being good your ſelves, 

| and carry not your ſelves ſo wickedly as to pull this croſſe upon 
your ſelves, as 1#dab did in running to Hiram and marrying a Ca- 
zaanitiſh woman ; for what could he looke for but that the ſonnes of 
' ſuch a woman and broughtup in ſuch aplace ſhould proove wicked? 
And if it doe befall any of you or have befalne you, be indeed hum- 
| bled by ir, but not put quite out of heart. Let irhelpe to make your 
| | ſelves better if your children be wicked. . | 
bg ances an ' Another croſſe was, that his daughter in Lawes diſcontent 
him ronceft | drew her to proſtitute her felfe to him in rhe diſguize of an Harlor 
when hein- and ſodrewhimto inceſt, when he thought but ro have committed 
leo onely, fornication. : 

| Ir is a miſery to bedrawneinto a more grievous *finne then one in- 
tended to commir 5 Letus reſolve to commit. none at all, thar ſuch 
an addition of faultineſie may not be put upon our ſfinnes beyond our 
owne knowledge, and if it have befalne us, let us learne to be hum- 
bled very much. It is juſt with God to give a man over to a worſe 

 finne then hethought of, that is bold to take liberty to commit ſome 

fin which he ought not to have done, 
;. Hisfine | Laſtly, God did cauſe the ſinne of 14dah to breake forth to his 
brake tort £2. ſhame, as you know, though hee feared the ſhame more then the 


his ſhame, | "HAM 


' Andthis is ſurely a great puniſhment to make ones evills knowne 
which he hoped ſhould have beene kept ſtill in ſecrecy. And ajuſt 
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diſhonour God by finning boldly in ſecret. 

And if God have buried any mans faults in darkeneſſe, let him 
bury them by repentance, elſe they ſhall breake out more on 
—y 
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thing it is with God to diſhonour a man before men, when hee will 
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fully at laſt day to his utter confuſion. Bur if God have caſt thedirt | 
| lof any mans finupon his face, and layd his grofle crimes open to all the | 
world, he muſt make this uſc of ir, ro be more humbled before God, | 
and improve the gricfe rhat ſhame and reproach will ſtirre in him, to | 
the more hearty bewailing of the fin that deſerved it, otherwiſe tobe | 
orcatly grieved, forthe ſhame is nothing elſe but a carnall and unſancti- | 


fied ſorrow. i 
And ſo much for Tudabs croſſes. Now his particular benefics are | His benches, 
theſe. | 
Firſt, he was a man of very good naturall parts, and it ſeemeth ex- | 1. He had very! 
celled his brerheren all bur 7oſephin theſe naturall abilirics as is pro- | $294 naturall 
bable, becauſe 7acob truſted Benjamin with him, whom he would nor | 
| truſt with Rexber, and ſent him before to Toſeph, and ir is moſt cleare by 

1 {| hiscxcellently difcreete and wiſe Oration, that he made to 7oſeph on | | | 
| the ſuddaine whenthey were brought backe againe with the cup. 
| \ Tohave wit, good ſpeech, good audacity, and other like naturall | 
| parts, is a great favour of God, Thoſe that have them not are to | 
| {eeke for ſo much the more grace, that the preſence of the more ex- 
cellent may ſupply the want of the meaner. A lefſe wit with more | 
grace doth availe more to happinefle here in the world then a farre 
greater wit without grace. 

Againe, thoſe that have theſe good abilities, muſt take heede of 
marrying themſelves and defiling rhem by being proud of themand 
abuſing them, but mult walke humbly, as knowing thar they be but 
common benefits, ſuch as the wickeadeſt enjoy, and things lent by 
God for which they muſt anſwer. Therefore they ſhould employ 
them vertuouſly and for good purpoſes, that ſo they may have the 
true credit and comfort of them. Ah iftheſe be ſanctified, how great 
a luſtre doe they receive from grace, elſe the Divell hath more of 
them then any man alive, and yet remaineth a hatefull and a curſed 
CEA UTE, 

Further, 14d had a part of the birth-right ſerled upon him, with a| z. Hee had a 
rich countrey and the Principallity of 1//ae/, that out of his loynes | parc of the 
ſhould come the Kings of 1/razl, andthe Meſ1ah himſelfe the King of | 7; on 
Kings ſhould be borne, For though he committed divers grear faults, \ him, F 
yet none ſo over-groſſe and palpable as were thoſe of Revben, Simeopor 
Levi his elder bretheren. Indeede his fault fell out to be inceſt, bur ir 
was unwittingly, for in his purpoſe it was fingle whoredome not in- | | 
ceſt, God then ſaw ir fir to ſettle a part ofthe birth-righr upon him | | 
| notwithſtanding his finnes. "= 

Ic is a great kindneſſe of God to paſſe by ones unworthineſle, to; 
give him {upcriority in bleſſings, though his ſinnes may ſeeme to de-| 
ſervetheloſſeof them. And though none of uscan have that priviledge | 
of being progenitors to the Meſiah, yer God doth often grant riches 
and a flouriſhing eſtate and dignity above others, even to thoſe that 
\well-neere equalled others in wickedneſſe. This benefit muſt be ob- | 


ſerved with humble thankfulneſle. | 
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Q cepted ) have any great matter rehearſed of 


{ Firſt, we have Shechem comminginan evill timero diſquiet the peace 
{of Jacob now returned and ſetled in the land of Canaan, and in him 
{you muſt note, Firſt, what was good, Secondly, what was naughr. 
| Thirdly,his proſperity. Fourthly,his adverſity. | 


His | 


he tbe WOT'S "EET CO 3. 2 aan a 
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Pot ipher and 
his wite, 


Shechens. | 
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| 56 


j ] 
His Cults, | 


laſtfully on 
| Dinabe 
Gen. 3 4. 


| 


{ 2. Hee lookcd; hig eye liberty to wander with a luſtfull wandring, Ir is ſaid, hee [ap | 


_ 


Gen. T he Example of GCuax.n, &C.] 


His bad deedes come firſt to be noted, and that was firſt, he gave | 


Dinah azd tooke her, the Divell and finne prevailed againſt him by the 
diſordered uſe of his ſence. He gave himlſelte leave to gaze over- 


| 


— KL. 


Job.31.7. 


| 


. 


| Mart.5 29. 
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2a. He enticed 
' or forced her 


| or both. 
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| is uſually takenand the hcart inflamed. 


+ | command, 70 pill out the right eye if it offend, This is one way of 


| ro naughtines, 5 


earneſtly upon her beauty and other good parts, wherewith the eye 


Letus learne to reprefſe an evill and a wanton looke, and to keepe 
the Divell from poſſeſſing himſelfe of this window as it were of the 
ſoule, to be maſter ofthis conveighance, by which ſo much comes | 
in and goes our of the foule, The eye muſt be looked to with dili- 
| gence, by him that would not be ſurprized with luſt, hee muſt turne | 
away his eye from beholding this vanity, the beaiity ofa woman: he 
mult as 706 make a covenant with his eye, that it let no: inluſt and. 
wanton defires, he that mortifieth not as other of his ſenſes fo this, | 
ſhall never be thoroughly maſter of himſclte, nor get any notable 
victory againſt his corruptions. You arc not 1gnorant of our Saviours | 


o 


pulling out an eye, to bridle it from looking upon ſuch objeRts as 

| may ſtirre up Juſt and otherevill defires inthe heart, and that the eye 

| may be thus bridled, the heart muſt be over-awed with the feare of 
God, and fo ſetled in a firme, ſtedfaſt and full reſolution of not ſin- 

'ning in any kinde or degree, and in an earneſt indeavour to loath and 
' dereſt finne, not alone to leave it. Hatred hath ſuch a power over 

the whole man, that it will not ſuffer the eye without ſome inward 

riſing to fixe it ſelfe upon the thing hated, or any thing thar hath a fir- 

'nefſe that way. Let all good Chriſtians get the heart {5 armcd, and | 
theeye will be ſufficiently defended. Here now is his firſt fault, he 
looked upona woman to luſt after her, and did not checke the defire, | 
{nor refraine the wandring eye. Take heede of the beginning of his 
offence, if you would not come torheend of it. 

' The next faulr is, he cither forced or enticed, or as it is likely, 
partly by perſwaſion and partly by ſome kind of violence brought her 


into a fit place for his purpoſe, and ſo his luſt made more head-ſtrong 
by fitneſle of rhe opportunity, committed the a& of fornication and 
folly with her, and as it was after ſaid, wrought folly in Iſrael. His 
finne was the finne of fornication, and it is like enough we may call 
it arape, he forced a maiden. I am rather induced to thinke itwas 
done moſt by force, becauſe that the maiden made the thing knowne } 
'to her Father, who ( had it beene done by her free conſent ) ſhould 
'not (it is likely ) have come to the knowledge of it by her meanes, 

nor could by any other, ſothen he forced amaiden. Ir may well be 
 thar by faireand curteous carriage he wan her into a houſe, and then ! 
by ſtrength mixed with perſwaſion, wanne her to his will. And 1n | 
him youſee the right progreſſe of this finne, when the defire hath 

 over-wonne the will and gained conſent, then doth the hearr ſecke. 
' t2e opportunity of time, place and like circumſtances, and by the | 
| fitnefle of theſe Satan is ſo tempted to tempt, and the coales of luſt 77 

O; 
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Gs No  Shechem, Hamor,&c. C HA P.34,GC. | _ 


{ blowed, that it flameth forth and carrics a man or womanor both | 
tro a&t wickedneſle. | 

Tf therefore any man would eſcape the foule as of this finne, he 
muſt oppoſe himſelfe to the firſt defires, and crofle them by follow- 
ing the Apoſtles command, flie fornication. This fiane muft be run L Cor,6.18. 
away from, the onely ſure and moſt ſafe way of eſcaping ir is corun | 
from it. If Shechems finding theſe defires boyling within his heart by 
| meanes of the fire rhat lighted inat his eye, would have oppoſed wiſe | 
and vertuous thoughts, and ſo gotten himſclfe out of the company | 
and ſight of the Maiden, his defires had not drawne him to that which [ 
brought himto deftrudion, but he preſently fell to plot and contrive 
how he might get the Maide into ſome houſe and lonely place, and 
| ceaſed not till he had ſo farre gratified his inordinate paſſion, and 
then loc he was not at his owne command to forbearc the lewd acti- 
ON. 
You have heard Shechems fault, next ſee what is commendable | z.What was 
in him. Though hee had donethe Maiden this wrong to devirgi- youe in him, 
nate her, yet he continues to affe& her, whereby it is probable that | e4to a#:8 her 
hee found her ſo chaſte as that fhee did not willingly conſent unto | when hee had 
the fore-mentioned evill at. But howſocver hee continues to affect | *f9u*4 "—_ 
her and deſires to repaire the wrong hee had done ſo much as it 
might be repaired by making her his wife. This js a matter wor-/ 
thy ſome good commendation, that his heart is not eſtranged from 
her now when he had given his cvill deſires ſome ſatisfaRtion, but he 
proceeds to ſecke her in the way of Matrimony, The Law. ap- 
pointed too, that if any had inticed a Maiden, hee ſhould marry 
[her and not be divorced from her during her life, unleſſe her 
Father would not grant conſent and then hee ſhould pay a fine in | Deur. 22.28, 
money. | | | 290 
Another thing praiſe-worthy in him is, he takes the right way to | z He acquaines| 
get her to wife by acquainting his owne Father with- his owne affe-| his Father | 
Qions, and imploying him to her Father to mediate and make,up| MR Oiler: | 
the march. All you young men and women, learne the right, due;;| creates himro| 
and honeſt courſe of procceding in Matrimony, if; you like any per-| Feakero ver | 
ſon and would faine beſtow your ſelves upon them. Acquaint{: TO TIAY 
your owne Parents firſt,and let their conſent be obtained, that they | irs of 
may alſo be your ſuitors, and ſo you may proceed with free confant - HY 
on all hands. This way of proceeding gives honour to Parents, Wo 
| brings comfort to children and yeelds obedience to God and fol-]  _...;| 
lowes the rules of right reaſon. So did Sampſon too in his love, EE 
; Heathen men you ſee here,and in Sampſon 1/raclites that were wiſe, 
;and would goe on fairely, tooke this courſe, Let them that have 
|beene more prepoſterous blame themſelves, repent; and learne to fol- 
low good examples,all you that are yet to marry. et, ig 

Furthermore, it was well done of the young man and his Fathertoo;| ;.tc food nol 
that they ſtood not over-mich upon matter of portion, but bid-hinz|| over-much ups| 
acke dowry enough. I know UE TIN muſt be had this Ways —_— of 
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What berro- 
thing is? 


3. His benefits. 
k He was his 
 Farhers heire 
Who was A 
great man, 


5.He was con- 
ſtant in his 


| | love to che end! fully {ctled and benr to marry the Maiden here. No man ſhould en- 


| 


| 


[char the married couple may not want conyenient meanes of mainte- 
! nance: for to marry without regard of thinking how to live when 
they bemarried, is fo great a folly as doth ſhew him to be quite 
be the maine matter, as if one went tochaffer and buy and ſell when 
they goeto make marriages. 


x 


{they could not have the Maiden upon other termes. So itis good 
for Parents and all, to make ſome plaine and ſerled agreement of all 


'worldly matters, that there may not fall out any interruption aficr- | 


[wards, to the tormenting of the young peoples mindes with actuall 
breaking or feare of breaking. | 


1 


| Againe, this young man was conſtantin his love tothe end, and was 


cer into termes of marriage in ſport or jeſt, but ſhould proceed ſcri- 
ouſly and ſetled in that bufineſſe, eſpecially they who have ance 


{ 


| 


- The Example of Cua Pe34.,GTCs 1 


| bereft ofall good underttanding thardoth it, bur yer money mult not | 


| 


are carcfull to performe them, indeed they were neceſſitated, for | 


made aſcrious promiſe of marriage either to other with mutual 
knowledge and conſent of Parents. I ſuppoſe that promiſes being | 
not limited with any unperformed condition, they are bound in con- | 
ſcience to procced unlefſe a great and very juſt ler fall our, and I! 
can ſcarce be made to thinke that they may breake off in ſuch caſe | 
with mutuall conſent. My reaſon is, God calleth the betrothed | 
Maide his wife that hath betrothed her, and to mee it feemes, thar | 
betrrothing is nothing but a ſerious promiſe of future marriage, and 
thatnothing is effentiall ro it but rhe firneſſe of perſons for age, and ! 
the freeneſſe of undeceived conſent in reſpet of the perſens, and 
conſent of Parents mutually, who elſe may make voide a promiſe | 
made to man, ſeeing they make voide a vowe made to God. If any : 
of you therefore be guilty of inconſtancy in ſuch caſe, and of flying | 
from ſuch promiſes, ar leaft ler him be humbled, and conſider we!] 
with your ſelyes what you doc before you betake your ſclves to 
others. 

Hitherto the young mans vertues, now his benefits. 

He was his Farhers ſonne and heire, and his Father was the Prince | 


; of that City, hewas a rich man and honourable in the place where | 


hee lived, even the principall perſon of the houſe. This is a be- | 
nefit indeed, if he thar hath it uſe it orderly, fo as ro walke worthy | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


of that placeand eminency, and to get and exerciſe ſo much more | 
vertue ; but if irmake him proud, bold to doe evill, as here it may ; 
ſcerneitdid and very often doth, then it were better be the meaneſt | 
of the family, and of the towne. You that be heires to wealthy 


| Parents and likely by them to be wealthily left, O ſtand not upon 
; theſe termes ſoas to lift up your hearrs to ſwell, bur carry humblc 


heartS,and labour to addgrace and vertues to your places, clſc ny 
| 1a 
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| CE Ales Another ching was commendable inthis young man and his Father, 
agreed upon |they would have all matters agreed upon concerning dowry and 
| = mir- [other like conditions, andthemſelves having agreed upon conditions | 
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_ (them not to matches roo inconvenient, they ſhould gratific them 


(sn. 
fhall proove bur asan high gibberto bring you to more diſgrace in 
this world and corment 1n the next. 


Shechem, Hamor,&c. C na P.34,&c. i 
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The miſery of this Shechem was, hee prooved an occafion of the 


with ſuch perſons, and being faulty of ſuch crimes. Beware of | 
coffe finnes and wrongs, for you know not what ſharpe vengeance { 


may lie in waite for you afterwards. Sinne is not all paide for in | 
an inſtant, God doth ſometimes call finners to a ſevere reckoning even | 


in this life befides that which 1sro come. 
So much for Shechem the ſonne. | 
Now for Hamoy the Father, I have one fault to note; he is ready to | 
imbracc a rcligious adjund, not for religion ſake but for ſome by 
end, evcathar he may get ſuch a wife for his ſonne as he defireth. He 
imbraccth the religion for the womans ſake, not rhe woman for the 
religions ſake, Father and Sonne concurre in this fault. 


| banc and overthrow of his Father and his whole Family,. and of the | 
| whole City, and that by falling into the hands of bloody and de- | 
ceitfull men. O prayto God to keepe you from having occafions por Father 


His crofles, 

1 He prooved 
an occaſion of 
| the tne 


and his whole 
tamily and the 
C 1tiCe 


Hamor, 

H:s faults.! 

1. He was wil- 
'ing to be c1r- 
cumcized for 
a by cnd, 


A cominon fault it is, religion is made of the by, it ſerveth ſome 
other Miſtreſſe. It is a ſtalking horſe for policy on both ſides. | 
| Wickedly doe Iacobs ſonnes ſeeme to ſtand on religion for their ſe- | 
crert ends, and it was not well done of them to take arcligion | 
'up for meere private cnds : but ſuch is the cuſtome of the | 
| men of this world, they can embrace any ordinance for their pro. | 
| fir and any religion. O looke that you bee intire in imbracing | 
Gods Ordinance and Gads Truth, take heed that ſiniſter ends doe | 
not marre and deſtroy. your ſeeming rceligiouſneſle, and make 1har 
| you ſhall ſeeme ro God not the better men but the worſe Hypo- 


| Crites. 
Againe, ſomething was ill done of him, we ſee no ſharpe correQi- 


; on Nor reproofe of his ſonne for his wrong done to Dinah, and that 
; provokes the maides friends. 

| O how indulgentare Parentsto their childrens crimes, ſcarce with 
a word will they checke them, at moſt bur with a word for that which 
deſerveth many blowes, yea the ſtroake of death. This indulgence 
of theirs often makes children bold to finne, as in CAdomrah and 


2.He did not 
reproove nar 
correc his ſor 
for the wron 


done to Ding}! 


| LAbſalom is ſecne, and ſo doth make them at length correctors, 
; of rheir Parents, that ſhould have corrected them. Let Parents take} 
| heed tothemſclves, thatthey ſhew not themſelves ro love God leſle 
then their children, by loving their children ſo much as to pur our or 
ſmother the hatred of ſinne; and ler Parents at laſt learne ro make! 
naturall affeftion give place to juſtice. 

| You have hisfaults, his vertues are, 1. To his Sonne, he is wil- 
ling to ſatisfic him in point of marriage ſo farre as was fir, and ſo} 
ſhould all wiſe Parents be. If the affeQions of their children carry 


for feare of thoſe miſchiefes which often come by croſſing them, 


and that becauſe nothing is more likely to procure the wel- 
O o 2 


fare! | 


| 
His vyertues, | 
i.He is vvil- } 
l:ng to (atisfie | 


his ſonne in 


point of mar- 
riage ſo farre 
AS vas fit, 
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2. He deales 

{ well with b1s 

 Subie&s, per- 
| (wading them 
to be circumci- 
| ſed, | 


| 3. Hee dealc 
well with 1a- 
cob, plainely 
ſeeking his 
daughter and 
yeelding to 
equall conditt- 
ons, 


OO EY —— tt. 


ty. 


Himſelfe and 


murthered. 


| Hiram. 
| 
Hee was a 
good mor:|l 
friend. 

His friendſhip 
Was 
1.Laſting. 


_ 


"150 \Gzm, The Example of Cuavq,c, 


2 His proſperi- 


i His ſonne | and miſgoverned, that if he over-ſhoote himſelfe in ſome things, 
was _— yet will keepe his order and reforme himſelfe. Be you ſuch children, 
yo" IO ye ſonnes and daughters, and be thankefull ye Parents that have 
{uch children. 
2.His Subiets He bad alſo good Subjefts that would be perfſwaded by him, and 
were good. | ſuch SubjeRts ler us learne to be, ſo that we uſe prudence as well as 
3 TR ſubjeton. 


all his Family | himſclfe and all his Family and City butchered by bloudy hands. 
and City were. 0 how could you brooke ſuch acrofle 2 and why will not you ſtand 


— rr ro o—eeoes - . 


fare of children, then when they be matched to whom they love ; | 
Ualeſſe their folly be ſuch as to make too too fooliſh choiſes, ler 
| Parents learneto ſhew themſelves milde and gentle here if in any 
other thing. | 


| Further, he deales well with the Shechemites his Subjects, whom 


| he ſeekethnor ro force but to perſwade to accept circumciſion, In 
things of this nature agood Prince muſt not compel! but allure Sub- 
jets, and let them ſee reaſon rather then feele violence : but | 
hisreaſon is taken from the profit of the people. Thar is the wiſeſt ar- 
eument which will moſt prevaile with him to whom itis uſed, and ſo it 
ſped accordingly. 

| Further, he deale well with 7acob too, for in all plaineneſſe he 
| ſeekes his- daughter for his ſonne, and is willing to yecld to any 


. . . : > 
| equal conditions. Plaine dealing is commendable in an Heathen, 


| how much ſhould it be commended to us Chriſtians ? 
| Now ſec his proſperity.He had a ſonne indifferent good, thar at leaſt 
ſought his conſentand ſhewed himſclte orderly, though ar the firſt he 


| had beene rude. Ir is acomfort to have a ſonne not altogether rude. 
[ 


Bur his crofle was great, he was over-reacht by crafty heads, and 


| prepared to looſelite, goods, children, friends and all « ſeeing you 
| perceive in the Shechemmtes how ſoone all theſe may be loſt, even 
then when you thinke your ſelves ſecure; and why doe you not 
thanke God for preſerving you from ſuch both craft and ontrage hi- 


therto? | 

Now I proceed to ſpeake of ſome others. The _1dwullamire Hiram | 
is a better friend then a man, indeed a good friend but a bad man. 
His friendſhip appeares to be morally good in its kinde, becauſe firſt 
it was laſting, ſecondly, it was ſerviceable, thirdly, it was ſecret, 


Laſting, for it continued to 14d ſolong, till his third ſonne was mar- 
| rigeable and began before his marriage. You cannot conceive it 
| under ſome twenty yeeres ſtanding, though you ſhould thinke that | 
' Tudah married about ſixteene or ſeventeene yeares of age. Friend- 
ſhip is like wine, the elderthe better, the longer it laſteth, the morcir 
| isto be praiſed, Learne to be durable friends, let not a yeare or two; 
ſee you changed and eſtranged, but be like Chriſt !in that reſpeR,: 
whom you love love to the cnd, unlefſe they doe even tootoo un-! 
friendlily caſt you off, and breake the lawes of friendſhip. And! 
thoſe that have beene fickle friends, let them be aſhamed, for ir is 
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1 [|rootoocvident, that they were falſe, ſeeking themſelves alone and | 
| nottheir friends. | 
| Againe, his friendſhip was ſcrviceable, ſtoopingro ſomewhat a baſe | z.Serviceable. !_ 
office to helpe 1ud4h out with his whoredome as ſecretly and undif- ] 
cernedly as might be. Indeed arzue friend muſt be ſerviceable to 
his friend not alone with his coſt and labour, bur ſometimes a! 
with a little blemiſh, not by helping him to finne, nor lying, or fo 
forth, but by doing what may honeſtly and lawfully be done; for 
the ſecret carrying ot his faults and ſaving him frorz blame, even 
carnall friends arc forward enoughthis way; take heed that you denic 
not good offices to your inward acquaintance, and take noleſſe heed 
that you gratifie them not wi: h bad. 

| For here you ſee the ſecrecy of this <Aaullamite, no body | z.Secrer, | 
knew by him of that fault which he himſelfe knew onely by 1nudah. | 
Nothing becomes a friend better then ſecrecy of his friends faults,and 
he that hath once played che blab in rhis kinde, hath no wrong it hee 
be never truſtedafter. Nay verily this may ſceme a moſ2t juſt cauſe of 
cviding friendſhip, therefore ſo farre as may be without finne a- 
'£4inft God and againſt the Countrey and Superiours, every friend 
muſt affetrhis truſtineſſe. Surely had not 14dah found him faith- 
_ in this kinde, hee would never have ingaged himſelfe ſo 

arre 2 

So was Hiram ag00d friend, but yet he was not agood man, for | Yer he was a 
we finde notthar he did rebuke 1udah for his fault at all, which he| 54: 
muſt have done if he had beene as good a manas afriend. And doe - 
youlearne to addthatrto other good fruits of friendſhip, even to repre- 
hend them for their faults, though you doe not divulge them, thar ſo 
OY may not be a mutuall infe&ing of one another but a muruall| 
caling. 

So much for the _Adullamite Tndabs friend, now for Er and 014y| Erand Onan, | 
Indahs ſonnes. . | HER 
The firſt of them was ſo wicked aman, that God in his juſtice — 
would not let him live to ſtaine that good family; O let him be a| o#. 
; {a warningtoall you children that youproceed not to ſuch a height of 
| |[wickedneſle in yourbloſſoming bud, as to force God to deſtroy you 
before the midſt of your daics. How ſure is his puniſhment in Hell 
{whom Godin his juſt wrath would nor ſuffer to live onearth 2 
| And O yee Parentsbethankfull if God have not crofled you with 

ſuch wicked children, ſo notoriouſly, ſo unſufferably naught, or | 

if hee have, learne to prepare for ſome untimely end of theirs, 
for often the Lord doth fo at once corre&t the Parent and deſtroy 
{ {the childe. | | 
| And take heed that youtake not that courſe tobring the ſame cvill Y 
{ {jon your children, even ro have God give them over to naughtineſſe 
| [anddeſtroy them forit. How isthar you will ſay. Marry nor finfull 
' [wives, Idolarrcfles and the like, be not inward wich bad men, live. | 
= in bad places. What could Izdh looke that Er ſhould ſec other 
Oo 3 : in | | 


! 
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Onan was allo 
wicked and 


in his youtin. 


T omer a very 
bad woman, 


tiſh Nerchants, 
Gen.37.25, 


curoff by God| hand inhis youth. 


The Midizni- | 


in the Family of Hiram and in that place and from that Mother and 
Grandfather bur that which ſhould make him very wicked « Had he 
lived in Jacobs family, and taken a bettcr wife he might perhaps have 
had abetter ſonne ; ler us not make our ſelves guilty of ourchildrens 
naughtineſſeby chooſing bad yoake-fellowes, bad friends, bad pla- 


| Þ$& of habitation. | 
Now as for 0zaz he was alſo a wicked man and cut off by Gods 


—__— 


" So much of t#44hs two ſonnes. 


lewd woman it may ſceme,.clſe ſhee would never have invented ſuch | 
a revenge upon 1#dah, as to way-lay him in the habir of an Harlor 
where ſhee knew he muſt goe, and that of purpoſe to try if ſhee could 
[intice him to commit folly with her, and you may be ſure thar ſhee 
did uſe all the art ſhee could ro draw him to this fiane, ſeeing ſhee 
placed herſelfe there for that purpoſe. Indeed ſhee handled him 
ſubtilly, that ſhee might be ablc to convince him, it hee ſhould (as 
'elſe no doubt he would) have devicd it. For he would never have 
beene madeto beleeve that this woman was Tamar. Inſtead of hire 
| ſhce askes his ſigner, ſtaffe and handkercheete, tokens that were paſt 
\all gainc-ſaying. Here is revenge and filthinefle and fraud, and a 
number of naughts put together to make each other worſe. Why had 


Now of his daughter in Law Tamar, who was a very bad and |} 


beſought him to give. her Shelah her husband 2 If ſhee were aſhamed / 
to ſpcake for a husband, why was ſhee not more aſhamedroentice her? 
Father in Law by ſuch atrick * But herein marke the wickedneſlc in- : 


to which revenge will draw them that harbour it, even to hurt them- 
ſelves that they may hurt another alſo, and take heed you women of 
following herin a fa of ſo much impudency; onely note Gods 
juſtice againſt 1#d445, that would puniſh him by giving him up to this 
diſgraccfull fa& for his other finnes thar were not joyned with ſo } 
much reproach. So doth God oftemiimes deale with men both | 
good and b:d, Twday cared not rogoe from his Fathers houſe, he ca- 
red not todeale falſely with Tamar, and loe now God will ſhame him 
for all by ſuffering bim to be catched in Tamars rrap. Beware that 
ou ſell not over your ſ{clves to ſuchfinnes as he world dothnot irter- 


[taine diſgracefully, leaſt God give youover to ſuch as will bring dil- | , 


| Brace. | 

We will proceed next to the cMrdianitiſh Merchants that bought 
Toſeph, they were part Midiantes part Tſhmaclites, an interiningJed 
|company and therefore arc in the ſtory called by both names, here you 
| muſt note afſpeciall providence of God, over ruling the journey of 
|theſe M7d7antres to the ſaving of Ioſephs life, and conveighing him 
| downe to Egypt - God hath you ſee ſtore of meanes to effect his 
| owne purpoſes which men cannot finde our. He goes beyond our 


as a manmakes his horſe ſerve his turne for the diſpatch of thoſe buſt- | 


ſhee not rather cxpoſtulared the wrong with her Farher in Law and | 


A Stn. 


| thoughrs and beyond the intentions of thoſe which are his inſtruments, | | 


neſfles, 


Gu. Shechem, Hamor,&c.C HA P. 29,&cC. 163 | 


neſſes, whereof the horſe is ignorant, | | 
Therefore we muſt learne to truſt his promiſes, even then when 
our eyes can ſee no way how to have them accompliſhed, it pertaines 
ro him that makes apromile to finde meanes of making ir good. Ii 
another have given his word to pay mee money, hee, not 7, | 
muſt take care to provideit. We wrong God and rake his office to | 
| 

| 


our ſelves if wee be follicitous about rhe meanes. It hee give us 
any we may uſe them, but if none, wee ſhould trouble our ſelves 
13 jno further but waite upon him and let him alone with his owne 
1 |workes. | 
| Againe, the Midianites and 1(hmalites for the whole troope conſi- 
ſted of both, were carrying the pretious things of another countrey 
{ [into Zeypr, thar they might ſell them there, and ſo bycommercein- 
1 |richthemſelves and profit the whole world. It was well done of 
them that they employed themſelves in Merchandize, tranſporting 
by land the commoditics of one place to arother for the common 
good,and their owne convenient maintenance. | 

. Buying, ſelling, traffiquing, tranſporting of commodities from 
place to place are neceſſary ations, without which the inhabirants of | þje, | 
the world could not partake of each others benefits, nor ſupply cach | 
others wants, and ſo ſhould nor be knit together in ſo neere bonds; 
but bythis meanes the ſeverall parts of the world or of any Nation, | 
dos interchangeably communicate wharſoever neceſſary or delight- | 
f&&@hing they have either to other. | 
The morepitty it is to ſee men ſo beſotted with pride and vanity, 2 
that they thinke it a braver and gayer life to live idling at home and 
following baſe paſtimes, then to give themſelves to acommodious 
and ſerviceable imployment. But certainely, no calling nor paines in| 
aoy calling can ſo much diſ-becomea man, or reproach and abaſe him 
before God and men, that are not charmed with the ſame witchcraft 
that themſelves, then this of having no calling. Better a mender of 
ſhooes then have nothing to doe, better be the meaneſt member of 
the body, then a boyleor ulcer,ſuchas the idle man is. | | 
Butlet men that profeſle the name of Chriſtians,look to themlelyes 
that they ſhunne the vices with which mans corrupt nature doth pol- 
lutetrading and Merchandize in reſpe& of many particular abuſes. | 
Make not riches the endof your labour, fo ſaith Salomon, Labour not Pro.23.4 
zo be rich, ſhunne all injuftice in your dealing, ſhunne greedineſſe of 
gaine thar makes one troubleſome to all about him, and uſe juſtice, | 
equity, and moderation. Buy as if thou boughtſt nor, ſell as though 
thou ſoldſt not. Uſe the world as nor abuſing it, and then the fol- | 
lowing of an honeſt trade doth leade you as readily to Hea-| 
ven - thoſe callings that carry a more glittering ſhew in the 
world. | 
Further,we muſt conſider their buying of 79ſeph, here we mult ſpeak | Buying and 
alitcle of tharcuſtome of buying and ſelling men, how ir may ſeeme | 'e!ins jenny 
fo have comeinto the world. It may ſecmeto have entered cither by | ofic. © 

| Ooxq _ _ warre,| I 
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The iultice off 1] Anſwer, ar firſt fight, ir ſeemes harſh to uſe reaſonable crez- 


it, 


| Poriphar, 


Pot:ohar a 
great man, 


{ſeiler. | 


| warre, or elſe by debt; In warre the conquering 1.4e, that had the 
| conquered in their power, having ſaved their lives, $17 make their 
perſons abſolute ſlaves unto themſelves, making this law roo, thar 
the children which they ſhould beget ( bond-men and bond-women 
| mixing together) ſhould be alſo bond-men. So came the greateſt 
number of ſlaves, men ycelding themſelves in battell, made them- 
ſelves ſervants for ever. But it may ſeeme, thar debr was another ' 
cauſe, when a man did owe more then he could pay, his perſon and ; 
' his children became the creditors ſervants, that he might ſatisfic by | 
labour whar he was notable otherwiſe, ſoit came in. | 
| Oneſt, Is itjuſt or notto buy and {ell and keepe ſervants 2 


er as. 6" oe a 


LR . 
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tures like horſes, and ro make merchandize of our owne fleſh; bur 
[God allowing his people 7ſ74el to have ſervants, and buy and ſell 
[chem of any ſaving their owne nation, doth evidently ſhew the law- 
 fulncſle of it; for it would not ſtand with his juſtice ro allow them a k 
thing unlawful. - 
| Againe, when S. Paul teacheth maſters how to uſetheir ſervants, Y 
on doth not command to manumic them, 1t 1s evident: thar it is law- 
| 


w—— 
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fall to have, and therefore alſo ro buy and ſell ſervants. But it is a 
very commendable thing in Chriſtians, thar they have as it were by 
a common conſent, laid downe this cuſtome of bond-ſervice, and 
left ittothe Turkes and Pagans. So in this the Merchants offenggd | 
not, but ifthey did by any meanes perceive that Toſeph was a free-MiM, 
as no doubt they did by his manner of carriage rowards his brethren, | 
chen they did greatly offend in buying and ſelling him.” Ifir be a finne 
to buy ſtolne goods if one knew them to be ſuch, much more to buy 

and fell a free man ( if one have any probable reaſons to declare his | 
freedome) as if he were a ſlave, bur it is uſuall with Merchants to 

buy any thing that promiſeth gaine, without conſideration how 
{juſtly it be come by of them that ſell ir, of which be you tradeſ-men | 
2rned, for thinke you whar you pleaſe of it, it is a fearefull finne, 1 
and makes you-partakers of the {ame unjuſtice which was found in the | 


—_——_—_—____ 
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| So much of the Midianitiſh merchants that did bring 7eſeph 
'to Egypt. Now of thoic with whom he had occaſion to converſe 
1 Egypt. 

'  Firit, his maſterthat boughrhim, he was a man of principallplace 
[ant command 11 Egypr, his name was Potiphar, his office was, Prince | 
\of the flavgh.crers, as the word ſignifies, as we would call him, Cap- 
\tafne 0 the Gaurd, Princes of old have had about them, even men 
Tizr atterided them continually, as to defend them, ſo to doe execu- 
tion upd ſuch as themſelves appointed to die. Such men had need 
| Cf 2 difcreet, and prudent and ſtout mar to be their Captaine ; this 
; office was put upon 7ſephs maſter; it may ſeeme by his carriage that 
' hewasa man of an indifferent good nature, we will note his faults, his | 


good deeds, his crofles and his benefits. | 
For | 


Lt. 
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For his faults. Farſt, it carrieth a ſhew of afault atleaſt, that having His hd 
otten a truſty tteward, and finding him both faithfull and proſpe-| Cv:p.zg. 5. } 
rous, he gave himſclfe wholly over to his caſe, and tooke account: jr re LS 


or care of nothing bur of his dier. He would not appoint 7oſeph what | ly over to his 
{oroviſion to make for his belly, himſelfe would looke to that, to | eaſe having a 
nothing elſe he would looke. So it may ſeeme he was as weuſeto | $000 CEE 
terme ſuch perſons, a very belly-god, that rookethought for nothing | 
but good fare. If he had notbeene too much given to his pallar, he ; 
{ |would have left the matter of his tabling ro him as well as other things, 
| iþur that he which would brooke none other thoughts, wonld him- 
| i{elfe have an eye to his meate, it is a very probable proofe, thar he | 
| 'wastoo great atriend tohis belly, andover-loved fine and dainty fare. 
| ;Aman of place might have found ſome higher and nobler buſineſle | 
| [whercinto have imployed his freedome from domeſticall cares, then 
2 jabout the kitchin : bur ſuch an epicure was Potiphar, that his mind ' | 
1 'foared little higher then a beaſts doth, to pleaſe his tooth and pamper | 
| [his fleſh with delicacies. : 
| | And I pray you betherenot many gentlemen Potiphars, that leave | 
] /all other affaires at randome, and overſee nothing but that they may | 
1 {fare well. Men of great ſtate haye little elſe to doe, and will have | 
1 [little elſe but to cram themſelveF} and ſhew themſelves good tren- | 
1 icher-men. Buſineſſes of any moment they neirher doe,nor will know : 
how to doe, bur ſtuffe themſelves with good vidtualls, and to get 
1 [them a tomacke is the maine matter of their life, that they may eate : | 
}] ja better meale, and digeſt it better. Such as give themſelves to live 
3 |in pleaſure on earth, and nouriſh themſelves as in a day of ſlaughter, | James. 5,1. | 
| |arebidden by S.Tames to howle and weepe for the miſeries thar ſhall | 
| [come upon them, bur for the moſt part they be growne ſo brawny- 
| [hearred, that they would but laugh ar Chrift himfelfe if he ſhould 
! [bid them weepe; yetifany amongſt you be ſuchthar cares for no more 
but to give himſelfe overto ſports and feaſting, let him ſee how bruriſh | 
{ [he hath made himſelfe, and be ſurethat Heaven is ſtill ſhut againſt Dy. | | | 
{ jveſes, and Hell is ſtill open to receivethem. | 
| | Next, I ſhould thinke it a reaſonable exhortation to you that be 
! (Chriſtjans, that if you have leiſure or freedome from other worldly | 
{ [cares, you would beſtow your time better then this Egyptian, in | 
(ſome profitable ſtudy, in reading chiefely the Scriptures, and ina 
; large beſtowing your ſelves on exerciſes of piety, and then in other | 
| |[fitknowledge, or knowledges whereby you may be better able todoe_ 
{ [your countrey ſervice with comfort to your ſelves, you muſt account | 
wh God for time. If an idle word muſt come under a reckoning, 
[ſure other no leſfe idle waſting of time fhall not be flipped over. 
Liveas thoſe thatknow there is a God, that he will call them to judge- 
ment, that ill and unprofitable ſpending of time ſhall goe for a 
crime. No man forbids you good fare, and a convenient meaſure of 
tecreation by lawfull ſports, but ro make your lives nothing elſe 
bura chaining of breakefaſt, dinner, ſupper together, with the _ 
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The Example of Cuna P-34,&C. 
of divers kindes of ſportes, if this be not a ready way to Hell, I pro- | 
'fſſe I cannor find any in Scripture or in nature, that will bring men | 


[thither, doc you think that our Saviour ſpake the Parable of the rich | 
'glutron In vaine © 


| 2.He beleeved But another fault of his was, that he belecved his wives cunning 


| tus wiyes cun- 


ſlander againſt his ſervant Zeſep/, and was ſo wrath, that inſtantly he 


| againſt bus ſer, Caſt him into priſon, very likely without calling him, or art leaſt 


vail, 


; 


þ 
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paticne hearing him to anſwer for himſelfe. Shee accuſed 7oſeph to | 
have inticed her and offered to raviſh her, the man belceyes 
hiswife, is in fierce wrath againſt innocent Teſeph, and impriſons 
him. | 


! 
Ul 
Ul 


It isa fault to receive arcpor tor accuſation againſt any man with full 
beleefe, ſo as to ſuffer wrathto ariſe againſt the perſon accuſed, untill 
a man have well wcighed the matter, and giventhe man accuſed leave 
[rouſeall the good wayecs of clearing himielfe. And by how much | 
the fault is the greater wherewith any one is charged, by ſo much 
| caſincſle ro beleeve it, and an over-ſpeedy intercaining of the accu- ; 
{ation is more blame-worthy, becauſe it ſhewes leſfle Charity, for a 
common imperfection is very likely to be found in the beſt men, bur | 
we muſt ſce cauſe to ſuſpe& him gf great naughtineſſe, concerning. 
| whom we belecyec a grievous acMarion. It was Savls fault alforto 
| be open cared unto falſe accuſers, indeed the conſideration of the 
perſon accuſing, a wife, her manner of doing it inſuch a bold, and : 
withall ſubrill faſhion, faigning her ſclfe ro be ſo vexed arthe indig- | 
nity, that her ſervant ſhould offer ſuch athing ro her, and then the | 
fight of his coat in her hand left there, as others that came in at her 
'cry would witneſſe juſt upon his going eur. All theſe mitigated his 
fault, bur did not wholly excuſc it ; for hee ſhould have conſidered 
how faithfull 7oſcph had ſhew'd himſelfe, and how vertuous, and | 
[ſhould not have conceived that he would ſo ſoone haveiurned fo deſ- 
 perately evill,as to have offered violence to his miſtris. | 
| Beyou therefore humbled, if any of you have beleeved and beene : 
angry with, and puniſhed ſo much as you could, another for a fault 
; wherewith he was wrongfully burdened, if the end or iſſue make it 
 appeare the party was innocent, though the perſonaccuſing, and mar- i 
; ner of accuſing may extenuarethe fault of your credulity, yet it cannot : 
mterly take it away. 
' And now lcarne to uſe both cares, afore you credit a report or i 
'accuſation againſt any. whoſe courſe hath beene vertuous and com:- | 
; mendable, though ir come even from a wife or perſon very neere. | 
Indeed a man whoſe knowne evill carriage doth give it ſelfe for a | 
' very probable argument of his guiltineſſe, hath no wrong if a pro- 
| bable though not all our true narration be beleeved againſt him, but; 
It is a great fault to credit a lewd tale againſt a 7oſeph. Search tho- | 
| rougly into ſuch accuſers and accuſations, and be not angry ar firſt, | 
 forthar will hinder a man from being indifferent in ſearching out the | 
| trath ofthe matter. 
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' You ſee Potiphers faults, ſeehis good deedes. 

Firſt, hee marked the Faithfulneſle of his ſervant, and his good 
ſucceſle in all things, and accordingly both loved, truſted, and pre- 
ferred him in his houſe. Ir is a point of wiſdome in any manto ſhew 
due love and reſpect to a faichfull and proſperous ſervant, as after the 
Governour of the priſon did, and as Laban did before. To ſee this' 
is a point of diſcrction, but to like and reward it, adds juſtice to dil- 
cretion, vertue would be noted in the meaneſt condition, and where 
it is ſcene it is worthy to be honoured, eſpecially in a ſervant, by 
whoſe vertues a mans eitate is ſo greatly furthered. Ir is a wrong to 


[ones ſclfe and 'to all maſters, not ro cheriſh good behaviour, by 


ſhewing good liking, and giving good reward. Therefore God 
commanded the maſters to 1unpart to their ſcrvants when they ſer 
them free, ſome good part of the ſubſtance wherewith God had 
bleſſed rhem under their labours. And Salomey fſairch, that as bee 
that tendeth the fix-trce ſhall cate of its fruits, ſo hee that attendeth on 
his maſter ſhall come to honour, It is a ſhame for the fig-iree if the 

ardener doe not fare the better for it, and an arrant ſhame fort the ma- 
ſter if a diligent ſervant reape not benefit from him. 


ſervants, confcſlc it to be a faalt of unjuſtice, and a kind of ingrati- 
tude, . a fruit ef niggardize andlelfe-love, and a juſt cauſe to provoke 
God to give you ſuch wicked ſervants, as may become a plague to 


If aty of you maſters have beene barren fig-trees to your faithfall ! 


ſuch ſorry and pinching maſters. The Holy Ghoſt bids us dve 70 ſer- 
wants that which t juſ, and equall; and to recompence a man well for 
his paines and fidelity, 1s a point of equiry, Hee rhar will not re- 
quite a ſervant, doth but ſecke himſelfe, nor exerciſe vertue, if hee 
ſceme ready to requite his equals and ſuperiours ; | he would be as 
ſlacke rowards them as to his ſervants, if he did not eicher feare ſome 
loſſe, or expe ſome gaine from them; learne of Chriſt to be good 
tnaſters, nay learne of Potrphar. 

And if any of you have beene ſo much favoured by the divine pro- 
vidence, as to be provided of theſe houſhould inſtruments, good and 
fairhfull, and eFery way vertuous, let them afford them all encou- 
ragements by all good uſage. You know how much it concernes an 
Artificertoget a good, and ſtrong, and fir toole, no leſſe needfull is 
2 prudent, diligent and truſty ſervant. Conſider now that which 
Po:iphay could not confider, that in Teſus Chriſt there rs neither bond 
nor free, the meaning is, that Chriſt will not reſpet men more or leſſe 
in re{pe&t of grace or ſalvation, becauſe of their being maſters or 
bond-men : therefore ſceing God will reward a ſervants graces, why 


| ſhould not maſters reward their paines « Nothing but worldly-min- 


dednefſe will oppoſe this exhortation, and none but very worldly 
minded men will negle& it. 


and not take away his life ina rage, conſidering what was thecrime and 
who the accuſer. 


| | 
Another thing to be liked in him is, that he did but impriſon 79ſeph 


| 


It 
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His benefits. 
Hee had an 


| honourable 


office, 


His crofles, 


| wife, 


| fication towards Joſeph, becauſe he proceeded not after to greater 


He had alewd but it was not heavy to him becauſe he did not know of it. Hee had | 
woman to his | 


Gem. The Exanpleof GCnavzq,&c. 


| Ir is a good thing cven in unjuſt puniſhing, yet to obſerve ſome | 
moderation, ſo as not to proceed to capitall þlowes, till time ofreL. | 
pight have beene taken, to take more thorough notice of the 
matter. And it is probable that Potiphar had a little kind of PaCi- 


ſeverity. 

Learne you to put ſome time betwixt the accuſing and utmoſt pu- 
niſhing, that truth may have leaſure to cleare it ſelfe, and ſee how 
monſtrouſly cruell many of ours be, that will kill in a rage ( and | 
not onely be angry) for thar for which their owne more ſober 
thoughts would account even a blow to be an over-meaſure of pu- | 
niſhment, 

Theſe are the faults and good deedes of Potiphar. | 

His benefits were very great bur all temporall. Hee had an ho- | 
| nourable office about the King, he had riches and proſperity in his 
outward eſtate, and that in abundance. Hee lighted upon a wiſe and { 
faithfull and diligent ſervant, who being his Steward, ordered all his | 
bufinefſes ſo well, that Gods bleſſing artended him in all things. So he 
had dignity and wealth, and an excellent ſteward. 

You ſee that theſe common benefits are caſt upon Heathen men, 
/and therefore be exhorted not to ſet your hearts upon them, nor to | 
 fatisfie your ſelves in them, but to ſecke the Kingdome of God ! 
'and its righreouſneſſe, and to eſteeme of theſe things but as 
_ vantage, not the principall bargaine, as moſt times men 
| dOE. 

! Andſccingthe having of theſe things doth not difference you from | 
\unſanRified men, ler the uſing; uſe them not alone for your owne 
credit and carnall content, but for the common good, and for the | 
relecfe eſpecially ofthe poore Saints. Have them fo as not to be pufc | 
'up by them, notto truſt in them, not to account your ſelves one whit | 
'the better men or women for them; have them {fo as to be thankful | 
for them and ready to part with them, and the ſa having them will | 
'prove you true Chriſtians, and that theſe outward things are| 
= you in favour, as a reward of goodneſle ang} an inſtrument 
or i. : 
| Now among theſe many benefits, this man had one heavy crofle, | 


alewd woman to his wife, an adulterous woman, that was ſoimpu- 
dent as to ſolicit his ſervant to commir folly with her, and then lo 
| graceleſſe as to accuſe him falſely to her husband, and ſo cauſe himro | 
deprive himſelfe of one of the greateſt benefits he had, even anexcel- ' 
; lent ſervant. | 
| Tris the lot of many men to be croſſed in their wives, amongſt | 
other croſſes, ſome have lewd women, impudent, falſe, crafry. | 
They on whom God hath laid this crofſe, muſt labour to beare it qui- 

| etly, they ſuffer none other things then many before have ſuffered | 
[and fall ſuffer hereafter. Croſſes muſt be made as eaſe as is poſlible 


by . 
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bythe paticne beating, - chafing, raging, vexing; will nor diminiſh F 
wb miſery biriincrdaſe ic Burchaſe that idaker wives, mult | 
lcarneto pvize rthar' jewel} and ro be thankefull, and ro: beare with 
conmonweakeneſles, which no women normenare free from, becauſe | 
the Lord hathnor/laid«he-whorſticroffc upon chem by fending them 
yoke-fellowes of the vileſtquilities. Andfo much for Potiphar. 
1 Now for his wife, ſhee was 4 moſt wicked woman, of her good 
| [deeds wereadenothing, of her naughtineſſea great deale, Theſe were} Nogood in 


| her, 
her faults. Her faules, | 


Firſt, ſhee was 'a lewd, adulteroyus woman, not contented with | , She was an 
her owne husband, bur giving her eye leave to wander upon the | adulcerous wo. 


comelineſle of a ſervant of her husbands. man, | 


Secondly, ſhee was impudent and earneſt in her filthineſſe, would | a. Impudene | 
and earneſt in 


her filchineſfle, 


r 
q 
; 


Potiphars wite| 


! {takenonayin her uncleane ſuire, bur ſolicited 79ſeph agiine and a- 
| {gainethough he ſhunned her company, and at laſt watching her time 
| }to gerbimalone before he knew ofir,flhe grew to that outragious bold- | 
'nefle m luſt, as to lay hold on him and offer him as much violence as | 
a woman could offer aman, catcheth him by the garment, and is nor | — 
aſhamedto pull him to her, and intreate him to lie with her, holding | 
him ſo faſt that Th way lefcto be rid of her but to leavethe gar- [ 
ment in her hand and get him out of the roome. | | 

; Thirdly, ſhee was a nioft malicious woman, turning her inordinate | 3-Moſt mali- 
7 [loveandluftinto bitter hatred, and reſolving to ruinate him by ſubtil- | *** 

ty, whom ſhee was rot able to overcome by enticements, for fexre 
it may be that he ſhould diſcover her wickedneſle, ſhee prevents him | 
{with falſe accufations, and being firred with a ſuiden occaſion her! 
naughty wit doth quickly apprehend it, finding himſclfe gone, his 
garment left,ſhee cries out aloud,as if ſhe had ſome force offercd to her, 
and when company came ruſhing in at the om-ery, ſhee ſhewes his gar- 


IT 


= 
RO oor ay © 


ments, and with a fained rage, faies, hee hath brought 5n an Hebrew, : 
which name was odious among the Zgyptians, and ſo having laid a' 
crafty foundation for her malicious defigne when her Lord comes: 
home, ſhe ſhewes him thegarment and accuſeth him in the ſame fa- 
ſhions that he Sme into her and offered to commit villany with her, | E 
but when ſhee cried he haſted away leaving his garment for haſte, Here} | 
is luſt, here is impudencie, here is wilfullnefle in luſt, here is bitter ma- 
lice and cauſcleſle, here is ſubtilry and great craft, here is lying and | 
grcat falſchood. | | 
O lerall women and all men beware of theſe finnes; beware of loo- | 
king upon a handſome body and a faire face with a luſtfull eye; be- | 
| 


{ [ware of nouriſhing luſtfull defires; beware of impudency and ſhame. 
{ [lefneſſe; beware of alluring, enticing, almoſt compelling men to, 
lewdneſſe; beware of hating thoſe whom you cannot win to be fin- 
full; beware of lying, falſe accufing, laying ſhares to intrap men in and | 
crafty and bold bearing outof lies; and beware of going on till in fin | 
and carrying it out with an high hand. This Agyptian Lady thar | | 
(knew not God, might caſtly runne into _ abhominations, and it is ; | 
b- Pp ; no, I 
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no wonder that Satan could draw one of his owne flaves to dec this 
. dradgery, bur let none of thoſe that know and profeſſe to feare 


; Godproſtitute themſelves ro lewdnefle,maiice, lying,ard guile, 
" take heedofgiving yourſclves leave to be wanton; the + 
 womanthat proſtitutes her body. will ſoone 
. become full of all other 
' % VICES. Th | 
e *. 
| | " 
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and Pharaoh himſelfe and 


| 
| the Lg yptians. 
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Efore I ſpeake of 7ſeph, ſome thing muſt be 
noted of afew more with whom he lived and 
had occafion of commerce, Firſt, the But- 
ler and Baker of Pharavh, in whem wee may 
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Pharaoks But: 
Icr and Bakcr. 


take notice. 1. Thatthey were both Officers | 
to a mighty King. 2. That they both did | 
offend or ſeemed to offend their King. 3. They | 
both were impriſoned. 4. That they both | | 
dreamed true dreames, ſomewhat: like in ap- 


Melit 6.4 Ae... ed CO IE I HTPRIER PIPE CIR 


| 

|pearance but quite contrary in ſignification. Laſtly, that they felr 
the effet of their dreames, and that the Butler was forgetfull of 
(Loſe ph a great while but at laſt remembred him. So wee 
have their good deeds, their bad deeds, their benefits, their 


croſſes. 
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| 1, The;rgood | 
deeds, 
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| 192 \Gew. T he Example of GCunav.za,&c. 
x. They bare | The good deeds of borh are that fo farre as wee ſee they bare: 
heir impriſon- their impriſonment patiently and cheerefully,for Tfeph witneſſeth that 
ment patienty| they had not beene ſad in former time, when he found their counte- | 
ly. nance heavy for want of aninterpreter of their dreames, ſaying, why 
Geneq0.7- | are y0u fo ſad today, intimating that they wonted not ro be ſo. There | 
is acertaine naturall cheerefullneſſe thar will beare a man out in com- ! 
mon croſſes, ſuch as impriſoament and make them merry, even' 
chough they lic by it, and be in ſome danger of death as theſe. This 
is athing that lookes like vertue, bur he that out of naturall wiſedome - 
is cheerefull is morally yertuous, he thar is ſo out of the fight of God 
and the innocencie and quietnefle of his conſcience, is religious. | 
| Labour to ger ſo much grace as to prevaile more with your ſelves,then 
| an Heathen man, evenro beare all crofles with an undejeted coun- 
| tenance, let not calJamities make your lookes heavie. Indeed if we. 
| give our ſelves to grieve forour ſinnes upon occaſion of our croſſes, it 
is commendable, bur ſadnefſe at a crofſe bewraies weakeneſle of: 
judgement, becauſe it is a bootelefle maceraring of ones ſelfe, and mas ' 
king himſelfe more miſerable then elſe the croſſe could-make him, Ir. 
is true, God hath ſcrgricte amongſt our affetions, thatit might ſome-. 
what quicken us to ſhunne croſſes and ro feeke an iſſue our of them, ' 
| and ſuch quantity of griefe as is requiſite for that end, may well be 
9% | entertained, though it ſwell not fo big asto write it {clfe upon our . 
| checkes and countenance. | 
{ Butcheſe two men whom impriſonment could not make to change 
| countenance, yet became ſad when they wanted interpreters of their : 
; dreames. It was one of the waics by which the Lord was pleaſed | 
\ to reveale himſelfe in thoſe times, this was a divine dreame offered ; 
unto each of them by God of purpoſe to finiſh the thing he hadinten- | 
'ded about 7oſeph, and hencethey cannot be cheerctall rill they know | 
the meaning of the dreame. p 
 Tobe heavie when we want fir meanes of making us underſtand | 
that which much concernes usto know, is not blame-worthy. It theſe ' 
' were ſad for wantofa fit Interpreter of dreames, how much more cauſe 
have they to be ſad that want an Interpreter of Gods Word unto them? | 
' Did they as well know the necde of knowing the Scriptures, as theſe 
knew the want of an Interpreter, they would be {ad upon a juſter oc- 
caſfton. Butir may ſeeme much that we meete with interpreters of 
dreames, yer itis likely, nay certaine, that rhere were ſome which un- ; 
; dertooke that office, asthere were that exerciſed other curious arts. T | 
ſuppoſe that God who gave dreames to ſome, gave thento others the | 
| knowledge of interpreting of dreames, and hence the Divells imita- | 
. ting God did ſethis !dolatrous Prieſts a worke to doe the ſame thing, | 
| and kencethe Interpreters of dreames among the Gentiles, It was | 
| hot to be diſcommended but rather approoved intheſe men, that ha- ' 
|  ving had dreames, they would have ſought to the Interpreters, and 
| | were {ad thar their opportunity ſerved thein nor. How much morc 1 
| ſhould we fceke to thoſe that can teach us better things, and = 
; a 
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| appointed for that purpoſe and even be ſorry that wee want ſuch - , 


helpes 2 3 
| Butanother thing commendable is, thar they deſpiſed nor 7oſephs 3. Ty 
TT - , . Ic © {6,CLE 
either youth or meane condition, but open their dreames. And indeed | ,..1 
this is a thing which adverſity will worke men even of high ſpirits un- | mane ccn- 


: OC, 


|to, not to deny familiarity unto thoſe that be farre meaner then them- | 
ſelves. Itisa matter of neceſſity, for a grear Officer ia priſon to car- | 
ry himſelfe affably and ſociably to a poore youth arrending in the pri- | 
fon, butto be affable to meane perſons when preferment and liberty | 
; meete together, that is a point of morall vertue at leaſt. It is more 
| beautifull in a great mans carriage, then any jewell or multitude of | 
{jewels in his apparell ; whoſoever defireth to behad in good account, | 
let him ſhew forth this vertue. | 

Another good act we have in the chiefe Butler, that when he was ! 7 
- put in remembrance of 7oſeph by the falling out of the dreame of ; | 
 Pharach, and the inſufficiencie of rhe other Wiſe-men to interpret,rhen | 
| hedid a good officeto his King (though I cannot call ita good office. | 
_.toToſeph as he did it) even toinformethe King of it, and bring Toſephs | 

abiliry to light, and makerthis gifc of his ſerviceable to Pharaoh in this : 
; exigent. Sx | 
i They doe agood office to a King or any other man, who helpe | 
: themto men of commendable ſufficiencies to doe any necellary fer- 
' vice for them, and who certifie thoſe with whom they live what be- | 
[nefirs themſelves have received by another, that others may receive | 
the like benefic in the like neceflity. All men ſhould be ſo charitable | 


| EO 
;totheir neighbours,asto commend unto them the ſpring from whence 


themſelves have dranke refreſhing waters. 
But ſeethe faults oftheſe men, firſt they both ſcemed to have com- | Their f:nles. 
mitted ſometreſpaſſe (ſome marcer of treaſon likely it was, becauſethe | #,pÞ 2*® |} 
'one died for it, and the other ſhould have died had he beene found | commit fone 
| guilty) you ſee how dangerous athing it is to commit treſpaſſes againſt | *&!poiic. * 
a Soveraigne King by any kinde of treacherous attempts or carriages, 
'yeaſo muchas inthought or word, for this is ſuch a thing as indange- 
| rethrhe offendor both iniberty and life. Therefore Salomon warncth 
' us not to meddle with ſeditions,and telleth us, that the wrath of a King is | £#9.16.14 
: like the roaring of a Lyon, and that whoſoever ſincth azainſt him, (inneth 

againſt his owne ſoule, It may befall an innocent man ro be:ſuſpeted of 
this crime, as here it may ſeeme the Butler found by experience,but it is 
. needfull that we carefully ſhunne the crime, though we cannot ſhin che 
' ſulpirion. Feare God and honour the King, letyour hearts be ſubdued to! 1 pct. 2 17, 
| his Majeſty,and your rongues ard much more your hands. Doe nothing 
. by which you may ſinneagainſt him, or cauſe himto be wroth againſt | 
'you. Kings arealirtle Modell of Gods Soveraignty, he hath made | 
them his deputies, S.Perey calleth themzhe Supreame, S. Pant thehigh-| @ ,. | 
er Powers, How ill ſpeed had ©Abſalom, and Shebah, and Bigtam,and Ze-| Rom.rz.1. | 
reſh,and others that atrempted againſt Kings? Learne to be duly ſubjeRt | 
;unto them by whom the God of Heaven dothas it were keepe his 
| P p 3 | poſſeſſion! 
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The Butlers 
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the forgetting 
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| yeares ſpace together? Sure he was glutted with his owne proſperi- 
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poſſeffion of the world; Hitherto their common faults. 

Now the {pcciall faulr of theBucler was forgetting of Toſeph,though Is. 
ſeph had beſought himto 1emember him2{ignifying alſothe wrong that 
he had in being brought cicher as a ſlave into the countrey, or asa pri- 
' ſoner into that place, but rhe words of 7ofeph vaniſhed, and the chiefe 
Butler had quite forgotten him whom he left inpriſon,now that him- ' 
ſelfe wasgotten out of priſon. So isthe guize of men,when themſelves / 
| haveeſcaped croſſes, they remember not to be helpfull to others that | 


wo 


| 
| 
| 


are in like calamity, yea though they have beene beholding to them 


'in the timeoftheir miſery, and have found them inſtruments of great 
; comfort in their miſery, This is an vnthankfull kinde of unmercifull- 


PT” ELLIS - 


i 


rude. 
being put in minde of 1t by the hearing of alike offence in this Officer 
: of Pharaoh, let him ſee irto be as bad a vice in himſelte, as at the reading. 
' of it he cannot chooſe but judge ir in this Courtier. Had he fſeene ſo 
; much ſcrviceablenefle,ſo excellent skillin ſo hidden a thing as interpre- 
tingof drcames, and ſuch excellent parts in 7oſeph, and had himſelfe 
found him ſorrue an Interpreter, as that ali rhings came to paſle accor- 

ding to his word, and was he not worth once thinking of for a whole 


, 
. 


 ty,that inall choſe daies could not findin his heartto caſt one thought | 
| backeagaine to the priſon, and thinke of the wrong done to that ſo | 
| worthy ayoung man,who both miniſtred unto him in priſon and fore. : 


'nefle, iris a compound oftwo faulrs, want of pitty and want of grati- | 


[ pray if any beguilry of this fault, let him not forget ir now, but | 


' told his deliverance out of priſon. 

This forgetfullneſſe of amanto whom we have becne indebted in 
| miſery, is ateſtimony that ſclfe-love hath ſo abounded in him asthat | 
' it hath choaked and conſumed all charity. Ir is a moſt disbecommin | 
' vice, itcauſerh hard cenſmes fromevery monththar doth heare, he that ' 
| hath practiſed it in himſelfe cannot but condemne ir in another, as Da- 
| vid did his owne fault in a third perſon; forget not to blame your. 
ſelves for having ſo forgotten. | 
; And now be taught to uſe: your memory *vertuoufly to remember i 
| thoſe that are in diſtreſle and under injuries, and thoſe that have ſuffe- } 
| red withyou, and thoſethat have beene inſtruments of comfort to you | 
' inthe common ſorrowes thar befell both. Memory cannot be better 
; Exerciſed next after the remembrance of God and his benefits and our 
 finnes,then in remembring the miſeries of others, with whom once our | 
_ own ſelves were joyned inthe {ame miſery, and the kindneſſes we have 
' xeceived of them in our miſeries. And ſo much of the faults of theſe 
men. | 


: ; R . | 
Now of their croſſes, they both were impriſoned, and ſure impri-; 


| They ws Tonment is a croſſe, To be limited to one chamber, to be denied the: 
Ow 


: both impr1 
. ned. 


] 
\ 
| 
N 


common benefits that bruit creatures enjoy, drawing in the freſh aires| 
and a free beholding of Heavenand Earth, to want the benefit of ONES) 
friends company, and be ſoreſtrained, that neither he can goeto them 
nor | 
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nor they can come to him, to have one wall, one chimney, onewin- Impriſonment 
|dow for his proſpect, andeither none or but a few and thoſe diſconſo- i is a crofle, 
late perſons as himſelfe totalke withall, this is a croſle I fay ſotcdi- | 
ous, asnone can judge of ir but by experience, yet many perſons both | | 
of high place and of great vertues have ſufferedir. = 

O now therefore let mee counſell youto be thanketull for liberty, 
and to praiſe God that hath nor laid youfaſt in ſome place of cuſtody, 
that hath ſer you at large and given you liberty to be with whomand 
where you would your {clves, in your owne houſes, or in your friends / 
houſes, or where you defire to be, where you have ne doores. 
locked upon you, no keeper to ſhut youinand ler you forth, po con- | | 
troler to take you up with ſurly words, none to finde fault with you | IM 
in tharkinde, or to exat upon you. I ſay, thanke God for liberty | 


| and know the benefit by having, which would ſeeme great unto you 


if you wanted it. 

And ſccondly, uſe your liberty well, keepe your ſelves from 'ill | 
company and ill courſes; runne not into places worſe then priſons, 
then when you be out of priſon. Moderate your ſelves inyour free- 
'dome, that you may not be abridged of your freedome, eſpecially 
\take heede of running into ſuch crimes, as ſhould cauſe you to de. 
ſerve impriſonment. Harmefull creatures are chained or tied up, ſo 
i muſt harmefull men, let your behaviour be ſuch, that you may not 
| inforce Governours to lay youfaſt, ler not Satan get you into his bon- | 
dage,be not priſoners to your luſts, and in this ſence alſo Tmay uſe Pe- 
ters words, Abuſe not your liberty as a cloake of malicionſneſſe, or as an 
occaſion to the fleſh, the abuſe of mercies doth forfeit them and ad- 
deth bitternefſerorhe want of them. If there be not a grofle fatnefſe 
growne over the heart of a man, he will call ro minde with anguiſh 
his unbridled walking in his liberty that now 1s bound to one 
place. 

* But howſoever, learne to prepare for impriſonment and for that | 
purpoſe keepe friendſhip with God in your owne conſciences, with 
whom you may comfortably canferre whenthe prilon doores be ſhut | 
and your other friends are kept out from you. And labour to getthe 
knowledge of the Word of God, the meditation of which may be 
ſweete unto you when ſolitarinefſe would elſe caſt you into your 
dumpes. He that can powre out his ſoule to God in prayers and 
in ſupplications and in thankeſgivings, may make his priſon com- 
| fortable to him, he that can heare peaceable anſwers from his con- 
ſcience may fing Pſalmes in the ſtockes, and he that can meditate 
| of Gods Word can neyer languiſh with ſolitarinefſe, when he lieth 
under lock and key and that himſelfe alone alſo. 
| And another crofle is to the Bakeralone, he loſt his life violently, | The Bakers 
(difgracefully, andit may feeme deſervedly ; foron the third day the | <2 2loncyle 
King tooke them both our of priſon, and then putting them to rtriall, | ** * © 
hanged the one - and acquitted the other, reſtoring him to his 


(place. 
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Theirbenefits, 
I. They were 
both in bigh 


| out of the world, is grimme enough to looke upon, but to hale a | 


| To die an unnaturall, and ſhamefull and violent death is a miſery, 
a croſle, a puniſhment, death at what doore ſoever it carry a man | 


man out of the world by violence and diſgrace, makes his approach |} 
more terrible. Nature hates irs owne deſtruction, the ſoule and 
body cannot well indure their ſeparation, but fo much the lefſe 
by how much the deſtruction is more violent, and the parting more 
conrumelious. 
Let us be thankfull ro God therefore that hath taken our friends 
out of the world by faire and naturall deaths, and let us abhorreand | 
; ſhunne thoſe capitall finnes that may cauſe the Lord to bring us into | 
the like miſery, and to pull us out ofthe world before our time, and 
; with much contempt alſo : and let us be alwaies ready not for death | 
;alone, but for ſuch a kind of death. A man is to brooke reproach 
| with death and as well as death. If onely malefaQtors did fall in this: 
| manner, it were our duty to care for no more but to prevent crimes, 
but ſeeing the innocent alſo have becne oppreſſed, witneſſe above 
all exceptions, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his bleſſed Prophets and 
Martyrs, now it is requiſite for us to prepare for a violent death, 
{onely praying to God that wee may nor pull ir on our ſelves by our 
finnes, and then bearing it quictly, though it ſhould befall us with- 
out doing ill, and moſt comfortably it it ſhould befall us for having 
done well. | | 
And ſo much for the croſſes of theſe men. Now their benefits, 
Firſt, they were both officers under a great King, enjoying places | 


place under a 
great King. 


2- They had 
Joſeph to ate 


tend them in | SST k : 
[miniſter any thing unto them, and by wiſdometo adviſe, counſel! and | 


inr4ay them, 


priſon, 


. jready to comtort and cheere up a ſad heart by cheercfu!l ſerving and 


of 4H and like by too ( if they wanted not good husbandry ) of 
Wealtn. 

To have preferment and riches, or to be in the way of both, by 
a:tending upon a mighty Prince, is ſuch an outward thing as men | 
make great accountof; O how much more worthy a rhing is itto 
be an attendant on God, and aſpeciall officer as it werein his Court ? | 
They know not God and his ſervice, that cannot fee an excellency in j 
| being admitred ſo necreto the King of Kings. 

Bur ſecondly, they had in the priſon an excellent perſon to atrend | 
them, and one of ſuch endowments, that was ready by diligenceto 


Ir is agreat happineſſe in miſery ro mecte with a perſon able and | 


by hearty counſell. Hee isas happy as one can be in priſon, that hath | 
a Joſeph tobe with him or to waiteupon him; God can givethis benchit | 
to us, we muſt ſupplicare for it, and learneto make as great account of 
ſuch in proſperity as in adverſity. | 
Now it might have beene tothe Baker a benefit, if his want of due 
knowledge had nor unfitred him to make it uſefull, that he had three 


| himſelfc life for the ſpace of three dayes, but ſo caſy arewe to m_ 
[ | and | 


daycs warning to fit him for death. There is no man that canpromile | 
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and beleeve promiſes of life to our ſelves, unlefſe we ſee the time of 
! our life moſt incvitably determined, that we will hardly ſer our 
| ſelves to prepare heartily for death, unlefle we be made to ſee that 
' now before ſuchatime we muſt needes die. Butit is our duty to looke 
for thar, and walke prepared for it that may come every houre, muſt 
come within a ſhort time; for whats the longeſt life when once the 


concluſionof it is come upon us. 


Againe, it was a benefit ro the Butler, he both knew he muſt be The Burlers 
encnc. 


delivered, and was delivered out of priſon, and retured to his place of Ev" FAIR 


| honour againe, he ſhould be 
To have a comfortable deliverance out of croſſes is a-benefit that | 4clivereq, and 


we can caſily diſcerne to be great, who doth not defire it, rejoyce in ——— 
it, pray for it and applaud others for it. It is therefore agreat good- : 
neſſe of God to grant it, indeed if one have beene caught by ſome 
afflition through wrongfull meanes, when nothing worthy thereof 
hath beene done by him ; it is afavour of God ro make his innocency 
knowne, and ſo to grant him a happy eſcape, but howſoever it is 
a mercy. Bur you ce here it isa common mercy, be thankfull for 
it, walke capable of ir, by being ſuch as God hath ingaged himſelfe 
unto,to deliver them out of all adverſity. | 
And moſt of all, make a good uſe of your crofles and deliverances 
both, thar you may -be better after a crofle, and that your deliverance 
may dcliver you alſo from ſinne, Hee that gerteth not. ſome more 
gracc in adyerſity then he had before it came, and doth nor uſe that 
grace after to ſhew himſelfe to have profited by his croffe, comes, 
out of a crofle none otherwiſe then a beaſt may ſcramble out of aditch, | 
and to ſuch an one a worſe thing ſhall befall afterwards. And ſo much | 
for this couple. | = 
Now we proceed to Pharaoh himſelte King of Exypr, we confider in 
him theſame things, his good and bad deeds, the good and bad occur- 
rents that befell him. | 
Firſt for his good deeds, Pharaoh was indeed an Heathen and an| Fh#r99% bis 
Idolater, but he ſeemeth ro have beene a man of good wiſcdome | Hee was vile | 
and morall parts, the good deeds recorded of him in Scripture are | 27d had good 
theſe. Firſt, having dreamed a divine dreame, I meane a dreame | 29 rates; | 
ſent to him of God for ſome ſpeciall purpoſe, he uſcd all the waies | che, meanes he 
he could to come to the knowledge of it, and was much troubled | could yon 
when he ſaw that he could nor attaine the interpretation of it. Fora, edgy of his 
dreame was but a kind of riddle or fimilitude offered unto a man in | dreame, 
his ſleepe, which did darkely, and yer truely repreſent ſome truth, 
neceſſary for him to know. Indeed ſometimes God did appcareto 
his ſervants in dreames without any ſuch darke and obſcure revela-! 
 [tions, and in exprefle and plaine termes didrell rhemthethings which 
they were to know, as in the dreames of Hbimelechand of abraham, 
but many times he appeared to them alone in fimilitudes, yet ſothae | 
he made them know the meaning cafily, as in Toſeps dreames, and | | 


in Jacobs dreame of the ladder, now ſuch an cnigmaricall dreame being 
| Ep. offered | 
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2+ He contem: 
aed nor Zoſeph 
becauſe he was 
2 pore ſeryanr 
and of low de- 
grec 


Joh, 1.46. 


| offered unto: Pharaoh, he ſought all meanes of getting the interpretation 


of it: ſurely we ſhould much more ſecke to attaine the knowledge 
of the Scripture, and deſire to have ſome to interpret the ſame unto 
us where it is doubtfull and obſcure. And if we negled to ſecke the | 
meaning of it, we ſhall doe as much wrong to our ſelves as Pharavh 
ſhould have done to himſelfe, if he had fleighted this dreame, for 

then ſhould his land have beene conſumed by famine as well as other | 
lands. Therefore ſince God hath appointed you his written word 

for your inſtruton in matters concerning ſalvation, asthen he plea- 

ſed by dreames to reveale what hee ſaw fit unto men, ſee that you 

ſceke ro knowthe word of God as he fought to know theſe dreames. 
Onely know this, that often the wiſe men and men of repute inthe 
world, cannot tell you theſe things, but ſome poore impriſoned 
and negledted Toſeph. This is Pharaohs firſt good deed, 

Nex when he heares of 7oſeph he contemnes him not becauſe hee 
was a poore ſervant and of low degree, but is carefull to ſend for him 
and toconſultwith him,and by this mcanes atraineth to the knowledge 
of that which all his inchanters, wiſe-men,and diviners could not helpe 
him unto. 


| 


| 


3. When hee 


| ſaw Loſephs 


wiſdome hee 
preferred him, 


| 
| 


Surely it is a point of wiſedome not to ſleight men becauſe of their 
outward meanecnefſe, but without prejudice to conferre with them 
if we hearc good of them, and to be ready to hearken to their wiſe 
words. Can 4ny gol come ont of Nazareth, ſaith Nathaziel, prejudice 
againſt the meanes of Chriſts birch and education would have kept 
him from Chriſt, if he had not followed Philips adviſe, who bid him 
come and ſee. Ir pleaſeth God to triumph over the folly ofmen, that 
will mcaſure things by worldly greatncſſe, and to give them overts 
undoe themſclyes. In Teremies time the Prieſts and men of note were | 
oppoſite ro him; fo Chriſt was therefore negleed becauſe he was 
the ſonne of a Carpenter, Take heede that you meaſure not men by 
their high place and worldly accoutrements, God is often pleaſed 
to ſleight grear ones and to reſpe the meaner: In this caſe learne 
wiſcdome of Pharash and judge notby the appearance. 

Thirdly, when he ſaw the high wiſedome that God had given 
to 7oſeph, he prefers him, and makes him chicfe ruler of his King- 
dome next under himſelfe, and commits into his hand the care of 
nvcring corne in the yceres of plenty, to ſerve againſt the yeeres of 

amine. 

Oh how dcſirable a thing is it in Princes to commend 'mento high | 
place for their worth ſake 2 And how happy is that nation, when 
not a mans either friends, or money, or flattery, or ambitious infinu- 
ations of himſelfe, bur his parts, the abilities God hath given him, 


and fitneſſe to diſcharge an high place, is the rule which the Prince 
doth follow in advancing men * It ſhall procure a world of welfare| 
tothe ſtate, and comfort tothe Prince, to whom the Lord giveth ſo 
much wiſedome, as thus to diſpence places of preferment. But I 
Ipcake to ſubjets, wee muſt be helpefull ro our Soveraigne Lord 
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with our prayers, thar is all which our hands can reach unto; 
| Afoutththingis, Pharaoh continued to favour 7oſeph all his lifelong, 
and for his ſake ſhewd great reſpeRt unto his bretheren and ro his 
| Father, ſending for him willingly and ſaluting him curteouſly, and 
{planting him and his 1n the fruicfull place of his Kingdome, and fir- 
| reſt for cattle, even in the land of Goſhex. Thus it betioveth a co00d | 
(King, yea and a good man, to fayour fiill whom he hath begun de- | 
| ſervedly to favour, and for his fake to ſhew all good cſ{teeeme to his 
(friends and kindred, ſo farre as they ſhew nor themlelves unworthy | 
,to be favoured, Conſtancy in loving and honouring a worthy man : 
' becomes Kings, and largeneſſe of love, even a kind of royall love, | 
beicemeth their perſons and places, for a worthy ſervants ſaketo ad- | 
vance his Father, Bretheren and kindred. This isa right Kingly love, | 
and ſuch as can ſort alone with men of fuch high quality. Meaner | 
perſons want meanesto ſhew their favourable retpe& in ſucha ſprea-. 
'ding manner. Indeed to preferre unworthy Jens: becauſe they | 
;be of kinne to a man of great worth and mwch favoured, is not agree- 
ableto the rules of wiſdome; bur ler them be men capeable of favour, : 
and he doth not love 4 man thoroughly, thar for his ſake doth not 
alſo love thoſe that are neere unto him. And if Princes have. 
\ſuch a Princely love ro their verruous favourites, how much | 
{ more hath the living God to his « Theſe be things commendable in | 
Pharaoh. 

For his faults, God hath beene pleaſed to reveale none bur thar | 
common faulr, hee continued an Heathen rhough he had a 7oſeph 


| 
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{in his Court, and highly preferred by himſelfe. Ir is a hard mat- 
ter to get out of darkeneſle and to come into light, a divine ſpirit 
| muſt joyne with the meanes, or elſe the meanes will prove incf. 
teuall. 

Let us pray to God to leade us into the knowledge of histrutch, or 
clſe we may live long with them that know it, and ycr learne nothing | 
ofit, Itis in ournature to ſettle our ſelves inthe religion of our fore. 
fathers, and not to conſider whether it be true and good, yecaor nor. 
{A kind of ſliteneſſe in matrer of religion, doth raigne in the world, 
{men will not be at the trouble to examine that which they find in 
uſe, they will not hazard themſelves in croſſing the common-voice; 
fo they ſwimme downe the ſtreame, and runne into perdition for com- 
\pany, Let us be carefuil ro examine the things that we finde, and 
.ſceing God hath youchſated us rhe happy guidance of his word, 
jlet us learne totry all things and holdfaſt the good : Oncly intrying we 
muſt take heede that we be not of a kind of crofle humour, rhat will | 
ſtrive to goe in a ſingle way, and will refuſe things upon ſleight 
grounds, as if they wereglad to find occaſion to goc alone. And ſo 
muchfor Pharaohs faultstoo. 

Now his proſperity was great. Firſt, God warned him of the 
Famine before hand that hee might prevent the danger of it to his 
pcople : a great mercy to be made to underſtand evills long —_— 

that 
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\ nued to fayour 


| 3, God warned 


4. Hee conti-! 


lite long, anc 
fayoured his 
Father and 
brethren for 
his (axe, , | 


Toſeph all his 
| 


His faults. 
Hee continued 
a Heathen 

though he had 
a 7o/eph in his 


Courr, 
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|thar a manmay hide himſelfe from the evill of them, the wiſedome | 

of man can alone guefle of future things, and of ſome it cannot fo! 
much as gueſſe. O how grear favour doth God ſhew to men when 
he will lend them a little part of his Wildome, and tell them whar 
miſchiefes are comming on the world. So God told David,how 
Saul and the men of Keilah would have conſpired againit him, 
Chriſt foretold his Diſciples of the ruine of Jeruſalem, and made. 
them able to ſave themſelves cur of that deſtruion. Now wee 
muſt learne to eſteeme it a greater mercy, that we are torewarned . 
| of the evilito come in another world, and acquointed with the one-. 
ly meanes of flying from that unſufferable wrath. Ler us be as. 


carctull to beleeve thoſe prediRions and ro foliow that counſcll for 


OID—_—— 


feph and totake his counſell, and then ſhal} we as affuredly efcape 


| the unhappineſle of Famine. 


God oave him] A ſecond benefir, (God gave Pharaoh a loſeph, a wor:hy ſervant, | 
'a fairhfull and; 4 qan of excellent Wiſdome and faichfulincfſe, fir for that high. 


wiſe ſervant. 


| 


| 


—_——— — —_—— ——— 


rick and migh- noffeſſorin amannerof all the land of E2ypt, and had ali rhe people 


honour of being Second to Pharaoh, who in all things buhaved 
himſelfe as became a wiſe and godly man, The Lori canner give | 
{a greater benefit to a King and a Kingdome, then by p:eferring a 

Toſeph, by providing ſuch a man, and 1nclining the hearts of Kings 

'to favour ſuch; this is a mercy which our prayers muſt obtaine tor | 

(our King and for our ſelves. Lord ſend 7oſephs to the Court, and 

'guide the heart of his Majeſty to love and advance 7Toſephs. | 
3. He wsa | Athird mercy, hegrew exceeding wealthy and aumnighty Prince, 


7 Pane +2 his ſervants to plow the ground tor him, ſo that ke was arich and | 


mighty Prince. But when Princes 07 other men become very great 
\and high, many times their weakenefſe and corruptions turne that be- 
nefir into a miſery and occaſion of much miſchiefe 5 leariie foto re- | 
ceive this benefit, as to be carncſt tor grace, touſe it well that ic may 
not turne to yolr deſtruction. 


| ; - 
Nothing ſaid * But of Pharaohs croſſes we reade nothing, he was ſo proſperous a | 
{ of tus crofles, King, that no adverſe accident is recorded ro have befalien him. 


; Evento eſcape great croſſes muſt be accounted a great mercy, and if 
the Lord have cauſed any mans life amongſt us to runne with fo. 
even a threed as ir were that no adverſity hath inrerrupted it, he 1s 10 
'totakenotice of this mercy, asto take heed withal!, tha: he flatter not ; 
 himſelfe with vaine thoughts, as if he were therefore much in Gods 
favour, becauſe of ſuch immunity from outward evills. Not ſo, bur ; 


JC Xy + | 
op We muſt ever remember that in the Pſalme, 7h the wicked are luſty 


and flrong, that they have no bonds in their dearh, and that they be ; 
' not in adverſity as other men. | 
The Egyptiaxs Hitherto of Pharaoh,now of the Agyptians, boththeland in gene- 
| rall and the chicfe officers about Pharaoh. | 


| ) 
Canganiscom- The land of Zzypt was a rich land and fertile, the Holy Ghoft 


ſpared tOit, , 


doth ' 
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eſcaping the miſchicfe foretold, as here Pharaoh was to bciceve To- 


the miſery of eternall deſtruction, as he and his Countrey cſcaped | 
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doth not ſpeake much of their idolarry in Gemeſis, Butinafter times ' 
chey were infamous for ir,and there did 1/-4el learne to be Idolarrons If 
{ God leave apeople to themſelves, they will ſoone degenerate cither | 
| into prophanenefle and a meere contempt of God or into falſe wor: | 
' ſhip and Idolarry. How thankfull ought wee to be to whom the | 
|Lord hath pleaſed ro revealc his truch and ro keepe us farre from { 
' worſhipping a falſe god or embracing a falſe religion? | | 
' But wc havean example of ſome good in theſe Egyptians, and a | Their vertucs 


great vertue it was they ſubmitted themſelves to their Governours T—_ 


'with a very great ſubmiſhon. The Famine lay upon them, they Pr 
| Were content to buy corne of Toſeph for money, and when that fai- 29us. 

'led, to -pawne their cattell, and when that meanes was gone, to 

ſell rheir lands and themſelves, and did not rebell and wirh ſtrong ! 

' hand take corne to themſelves, whither Pharaoh and Toſeph would ! 

'or not. This was a moſt commendable thing in the Ezyprians, they | 
would rather {ell themſelves to the skinne, yea fell themſelves and | 

all, then they would tumultuouſly rifc in armes, make ſedition, take ! 


corne by force and ftrong hand. | 


O that wecould ſee our duey in theirs, and learne to ſubmit our : 
{elves ſo conſcionably ro our Governours, that norhing may drive ' 
us to {edition or rebellion. A man might have brought great fhew of ! 
reaſon, why the Egyptians ſhould have refuſed to fell themſelves and | 
their lands,if he would have given leave to wit and words « but theſe 
' menare content to ſtoope fo farre,ratherthen to forget that they were 
ſubjets. Why ſhould not religion make us able ro keepe our ſtomacks 
; downe from all diſloyall practiſes, as well as nature raucht ir the | 
' Egyptians ? | 
' Now for the faults of Ezypt, I have one to matrke, it is ſaid, they RNIS” | 
' were faint with famine, Gen 47.13. or mad with famine, ſo ſome | They were 
tranſlate ir, and better; grear crofles put meaalmoſt out of cheir wits, i 73 
and drivethem into a certaine kinde of fury they know not what to| 
doe. We mult pray to God for ſuch a meaſure of wiſedome and 
patience, that croſſes may not worke ſo diftemperedly upon us. | 
; Bur another good deed. They ſhew themſelves very thankfull ro| ., 

' Toſeph and acknowledged that he had ſaved their lives. Itis a good| thankful to. 
thing to confeſſe the good we have received from others, and thanke- | zo/eph. 
fully toacknowledge to whom we owe our lives or any great ofice of 
love. 
Alſo the Ezyptians had agreat croſle for they were utterly impove- | Theircrofe. 


| 


 riſhed by famine. 
Bur they had great benefits, Firſt, ſeven very plentifull yeeres, and | {7 
ſecondly, amanof wiſdome that provided for them before hand, | roure venefirs, 
thirdly, a man of equity that made them tenants upon due and eafte 
rates, viz, they paid the fifth part of their increaſe ro Pharaoh and 
had fonre parts to themſelves, rhen which what Tenant can defire a | 
'more equall rent. Who could wiſh to have a better bargaine 2 So they | 


thad youſec an interchange of good and evill, as moſttimes the Lord 
[ doth 
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tofepb. 


Pharaohs fer-| Now for Pharaohs Servants and Counſellours and Princes, we reade | 
vants reſpect: d of any envie they had againſt Toſeph, but that they applied them- | 


doth pleaſe to ſend unto the ſonnes of men, Ler us ſee our mercies | 
ro make us more patient under our crofles, and let us ſee our croſſes 
ro make us more thankefull for our mercies,and let not either paſſe from 
us withouta good uſe. 


ſelves to him in all kindneſle, and ſpake to Pharaoh to ſuffer him to go 


into the land of Canaaz to bury his Father, and accompanied him 
thither with great pompe. He was an Hebrew, yer his eraces and | 
good carriage cauſed that they all loved and honoured him. 
| Iris a commendable thing ſo to reſpe excellent vertues, as notto 
| be mooved withenvie attheir proſperity whom vertue doth advance, 
yeato love, eſfteeme, and honour them the more, becauſe they 
haye ſhewed themſclves worthy the higheft dignities that 
have befalnechem. The Court of Cyrus was filled with | 
| men of another temper then Pharaohs Court, How | 
didthey practi{c againſt Damels lifethrough | 
envic 2 Letus be liker the Egyp- | 
tian Lords here then 
the Perſian. | 
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Young men: 
ſhould labour 
to be good he» 
times; & why, 


$. 
The Lambs 


skin cometh 
: | as ſoone cothe 
| warker, az be 


ſheepese 
>£ 


| Hereis an example which will teach itro you, if you will follow 
| make you good, andyour age bringeth wich itto Church ach abj-| 


| your ſelves unto Godlinefle, even ſo carly, and then I will ſhew 
| you meanes by whichyou may be ſo. | 


] 7 thy Creator in the dayes of thy youth. Loc God defirerh ro thave 


 vants,. 


{ his ſervanes, thar are willing to be his Apprentices, as it were ac 


| for when his —_— prohibited thoſe thar 
| dren, he reprove' 


CItNs The Example of Cnyap 0 39 &c | 


it: I beſeech you to begin berime to enterraine true piety; you are 
nor ſo young, but that God can worke grace in your hearts; you 
may come to Gods Ordinances, and doe come, you have meanes to 


liries of wit and memory, as are fit to be inſtruments of working | 


Grace in your hearts. . 4 
Marke now, I will ſhew you good reaſons why you ſhould apply 


For the firſt, the Lord ſpeakerh to young men and faith, Rewer. | 


you come unto him in theprimeof your age. There be ſome per: 
ſons ſo young, that ſcarceany man will enrertaine them for his ſer- 

Dr they be not- ſufficicne yer to doe ſervice * but God who 
Entertainerh ſervants, nor co gaine by their ſcrvice, burt-ro make 
chem gainers, he will admir them into his houſe, and make them 


7, 8,9 yeeres,; he rcjeteth none becauſe they bee yer bur chil- 
dren : nay you ſhall ſeehow deſirous he js to be ſerved wirh ſuch, 
brought young Chil- 


we 


| cowe wnrobim, becaulc 
| like young £7 fn 


1 young into his ſervice? 


| you, andeaken you ita Coyenane with himſclfe, ſo chatyou are, 
| as -I may fo fay,.cycn bonnd untg;him as covenarit ſeryancs; doe 


|. - Further, the ſooner you rake Chriſts. Fagke upon you,the more | 


| you ſhall both void 
| more ſfinnes, therefore ſer your, ſelves to: his ſervice as ſoone as 
{ poſſible, -Concrarily,. che longer you rarry'our of his ſervice, che 
| |harderwillicbe for you ro.encer joco.it, "fo che continuance of 
; | finnes, as of ſores, doth make chem more 1 _ 


| alſo of /eſiah a King, who began to ſeeke God when hee was not a- | 
| bove12yeares old. 


end commanged to-ſyffer-young Children to 
{ins (neanj gp fag 7 o choſe char be 

humility ,\but. evea. 6f pbun: Children 

cheraſelves) « the Kingdowme of Heaves, Why ſhould you be ſoun- 


| willing to ſerve ſo great a Maſter, who is willing to accept you ſo 


id 


A:aine, the Lord Jeſus in Baptiſme hath made a Covenane with | 


ct 


not now: prove nun 2gaxes and breakers of your covenanc, 


grace you {hall get here, and the, more. Glory hereafter, inchat 
Be and receive mare good, and avoid and ſhanne 


mm 


fearable: 

: Further,your life is uncertaine, ;andirt is adoubrfull ching whe- 

theryouſhall continue in this Workd , cill 01d age or till middle 

-age, make uſe therefore of the preſent time., which God dorh! 
Ive yau. x bk: 

p ph laſtly, Gop is as able and willing and ready. to .give| 

Grace to-you as to any other, yea, and hee hath ſect before 

[your eyes; beſides the Example of 7ſasck and 7oſeph,. and that| 


| RI { | Theſe| 


S—— 


| GeN. 


—Y 


[or the like, thac cheir owne admonitions-art nor likely to pre 
| vaile wich offendors, ſhall doe a good office, if-rhey make knowne 
|the faults of ſuch offendors to their bercers- and ſuperiours, that 


Toszrnm, Cnar 39, &c' 


Theſe reaſons ſhould perſwade you, -ler them perſwade you 
that are to follow after Godlineſle : iris a rare thing, bur che ca- 
rer the better; it ſhall never repeat you to have gone before-0- 
thers in well doing : now let mee tcll you how you: may bee 

ood. | CS, Ss 
y Firſt ponder much of your Baptiſme, and informe- your ſelves 
very carefully, what intereſt you have into' God, ard he intoyon , 
and from hence embolden your ſelvesto pray ro God for the in- 


| ward waſhing, that he would baptize you with the, Holy-Ghoſt , 


and make you able to turne to him andobey him. 

Secondly be carefulltoatrend co Gods Word in publike, and 
tro reade it, and to ponder onit, reſolving to obey it in yourpri- 
rate meditations, and theſe meanes will make avoung man good : 
and as Joſeph began to be good berimes, ſo conrinued hee good a 
long ſpace, even to hislaft age,to the end. He was good in his Fa- 
chers houſe, in P«tiphars houſe, in the Priſon, at Courr, in youth, 
in age: for heedied at an handredand ten yeers. = 
Now I beſeech + ou thathave begun earely wich him, ro conti- 


'nue to the end with him, and ſee, that neicher change of place,nor 


of ſtate, adverſity nor proſperiey turne you our of the waves of 
Godlineſfſe : andifany of you have ſeemed arJo 


ſtarke naughr, ſcarce retaining any ſavour'of your former piety: 
lec Joſephs example make you take notice of your want: of per- 


| ſeverance, that now at laſt you may-confider your decayes, and 
! | ſtrive to recover apaine, and ſo to runne'tache end ot the Trace | 


with comfort. And youthat are Young, ſtrive to get truth, and'ro 


ftand by Gods ftrenpth, concinuall - uſing Gods meanes, and ou | 
ſhall be conſtant: and fo much of Joſephs goodnefſe in generall, | 


eſpecially inreſped of its beginning and continuance: '- | 

Now more parrticularlie, confider what was good in him in his 
Fathers houſe, andin ZXgvpr, for ſo may his lite bee ficly diſtia- 
gniſhed, by che places wherein he lived. . - ren 0 
In his Zacthers houſe. 1. He was willing to tell of his Brethrens 
ill carriage unco his Farther, ſo thar they mighr be reformed. Thoſe 
of you thar are of ſo: {lender aurhoritie or pour, by reaſon of 
thetr yourh , or upon other conſiderations of -meanneſſe of eſtate; | 


ſo the care may be wrought by another hand , which rhemlſelves 


| cannot worke. | 


Thus they of the houſeof Clee complained to Paul of: the con: : 
tentions and diviſions chat were ſo rife and ſcandalous amongſt 
the Corinths, This a manis enjovn'd and bound unto by the rules 
ot Charity, which command him to ſeeke his Brothers. amend. 
ment and reformation of thoſe things that are evill. -I know 


? — 0 A *-.oe% - - . . —_ *. * + 


_Aaa 2 chat 


| ſephs age very for- | 
ward in Religion, but are now in amannerwaxed key cold, and| 


Meanes to be 
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tinued good to 
his end, 
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' Heb,11.22* 


_ 2.Morepar- 
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1+, His good- 
nes it: his Fa- 
thers houſe. 
Gen 37.3. 
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Pro.30.10. 


| chat moſt men will hate ſach as complaine of chem, and callthem 


take notice of Joſephs arg: 1a you ſee anyevil way of your com- 
mon inferiours, ſpeake to them, 

if they will notreforme, bring their bad deedes ro thrir parents, 
| or maſters cares, that ſo you may not partake in. their finnes, for | 
want of ufing due meaties to reforme-them : Onely rake heed, 


nefſe, which ought to be paſſed by, and 


s 


Gen. The Example of Crap « 39. &c. 


rel-rales, bur this kinde of complaining may bee carried cloſely 
enough, that ir ſhall not procure envie to the complainer, if the 
Governobr will uſe his diſcretion,and rake care to find it out ſome 


come to the knowledge of it by ſuch a meanes, Bur if itcanngt be 


Now you children and Seryants, that live together in families, 


em, admoniſh them if ir be fit, and 


Firſt, that you be nor apt ro complaine for every light weake- 


Secondly, that you never aggravate anything, much leſfe faive, 


- | «hich hee could not omit without Sinne. | This falling our with 


| 


lye, counterfeit; for falſe- and flanderous complaining againſt a 


— 


ſervant to his maſter, is forbidden expreflſely by Solomon, ſaying, ac- 


rous and malitious accuſations, and ſuch muſt be avoyded in reſpea | 
of ſervants,--and men of. lower ranke; that by ſcttipg:their ber. 


yea, though the ochers have rold ic firft to their Governours, rhe 


| man that loves his Sinne, andwould willingly live in ir, bur for 


cuſe not 4 Servant to hs Maſter : the word is uſed to denote flande. 


cers againſt-chem, they may not occaſion myck cauſclefſe miſery 
TEE... CE bates wont: 7 
_ Againe, if there be atiy that have chafed; and entertained great 
diſcontentagainft their fellow ſeryants, or others, fortelling of 
cheir faults, totheir Governours; they muſt now condemne thems 
ſelves for this nngrounded and cauſclefle anger, eſpecially if they 
have beene firſt admoniſhed, and no amendment hath followed: 


taule beirig grofſe, and themſelves fo low, as there was no likeli- 
hood thatthey ſhould chave beene heard , for why ſhould any man 
be offended becauſe another hath done his duty, and imicaredd-ſq 
good an exawpleas Joſeph > For ſecing all: men muſt rake heed of 


to reform by ſuch fir meanes as they may uſe : and this, of complai- 
ning eo Governours,.is a fir meancs, it followes: thar'they wers | 
bound in Conſcience to open their monthes in xhiskinde, and i 
is doubtlefſe a finne to bee offended with another , for. that 


him that hath dereRed a mans faults, is an evidence figne- of a} 


feare of puniſhment. | £ | 
Secondly, od whilſt hee” lived in his Fathers houſe, had dis | 
vine Dreames afforded unto: him, as forerelling his owne ad- 


vancement, and cheſe hee: faithfully and ceruly cold unto his 


partaking of others faults, chey ſhall partakein thoſe,they ſeek not | 


other way, as in moſt caſes he may, rather then to ſeeme to have | 


concealed, all men maſt forme theirduties, though they hazard | 
- | themſelves ro ſome ill will and danger, | 


| 


- ——_i . 


Father, and unto all his Brethren, although his —_ 
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did hate him for it, and his Father ſeemed ro rebnke him,bur his 
reproofe was very gentle, and rather for faſhion ſake to mitigate | 
his Brethrans anger , then becauſe hee eſteemed him an offendor in 
telling his Dreames. Soir behoverh all mentocommunicare rheir 
knowledge unto others, fo farre as is convenient, eſpecially thoſe 
whom God hatch made ſeers, and pur into an office of reaching o- 
thers, muſt bee carefull rainſtruct them , rhough the things bee 
ſuch, as they will rather hate chem for, then accept. 

Dreames were atthar time Ordinances of God, to inſtut men ; 
If Joſeph conld nor forbeare to tell his dreames, how much leſle | 
ſhould any forbeare to inſtruc, teach, or admoniſh their felloy- 
ſervants, or brethren, or any thar are neare to them. Young Sa- 
 muecl did tell his maſter #/i his Dreame, and did well in telling ir; | 
yea, Eli charged him with great earneſtneſſe ro tell him all the | 
trurh : Bur ler meu be ſure cheir Dreames bee from God, before 
they tell them, I meane, thar they have juſt cauſe to ſpeake , and 
{ that it bee the certaine truth rhey ſpeake, defore they ſpeake to 
any. 

Thirdly, while Joſeph was young, hee ſhew'd himſelfe obedi- 
ent to his Father, for when he caJled him to ſend him to viſit his 
Brethren, hee was ready to obey him, anddid the office of a duri- 
full Sonne, addreffing himſelfe to the appointed buſinefle, although 


Cnare3o, &c,! 


F — —__— gene mn td. aw le 


men and young women, and learne of this good- youth how to | 


and preferre the doing of their will in lawfall things, before 
| your owne eaſe and pleaſure, EA 
| You know how preciſely rhe Lord hath impoſed this duty vp- 
on the conſciences of children; Children obey your Parents in all 
things, You muſt make no reſtriction of the largenefle of this Com- 


| ther Scriptures muſt needes bee underſtood, and Hee gives a rea- 
ſon, ſaying, t©1s is the firſf Commandement , meaning of the ſecond 
Table, with promiſe, and with promiſe of welfare, ſaying, that it may 
| beewel! with thee, As ever you deſire to finde profperity from God; 
ſo you muſt bee durifull to your Fathers and Mothers , the inftru- 
| ments of your beeing, and bringing up, and the moſt immediate 


care of you, and to rule you. 
| Now yonthacr are ſinfull and diſobedient Sonnes and Daughters, 
whoſe carriage doth farre differ from that of Joſephs, ſee the 
nay of your Vice, byoppoſingunto it the fairenefle of his 
| Verrae, ==” 
Doe nor your hearts within yon ſay, that it was very well 
done in Joſeph to ſay to his Father , here am I , when hee cal. 
led. him to goe on his errand, and when his father had told him his 


it was to take a Journey of two or 3 dayes on foor. Come youbg | 


| Carry your ſelves ro your Parents; if they call yon, come, and | 
| give them dutifull and mannerly anſwers, if they ſendyou, goe, | 


,mandement, but by adding that word, Lawfull, which ont of o-| 


Deputies of Godand you, which hee hath ſer in his ſtead, ro rake | 


2. He had di- 
vine Dreames 
Gen47 6,7. 
Which he 1old 
to his Father 
and Prethcen, 
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1 Pet. 3-9, 


{ for your Parents with obedience hereafter, whoſe hearrsyou have 
| formerly vexed by your graceleſſe ſtubborneſſe, 


| with ſome remorce for their cruelty. Ger. 42, 21. He beſought us, 


| family, ſhe intreatedhim, and cauſed his paſhon ro ſtoppe ir (elfe by 


{| language and behaviour: If therfore any ofus be guilry of beraking 


| wronged. 


| heed of provoking Go Þ with the licenrious uſe of your evill 


— 


Gene The Example of Crap. 39. &C ; 


work by and by to ſer abourit, doe you nor chinke thar Joſeph did 
che office of a godly childe, and that which his dary bound him co, 
and wherwith God was well pleaſed > It he did,as your ſelves mu 
needes affirm hedid, be you gricved & aſhamed wirhin your ſelyes . 


of yourquite contrary carriage , whoſe conſciences can tell, thar þ 


inſtead of anſwering here Tam, have retained ſome ſurly anſwer . 
and infteadof going on the buſinefſe, have gone a quire contrary 
way. .Ler your hearts ſmire you to Repenrance, that you may com- 


Fourthly, when 1oſephs Brethren uſed him exceeding injuriouſly 
and hardly, viz. ſelling him to forrainers, fora Bond-man : what 
did he , bur even increar and beſeech chem to deale berrer wich 


him ? as themſelves tell of his carriage, when they were touched 


and wewould not heare. Loe how it behovesa good body ro behave 
himſelfe to his equals or berters, or any, that being too ſtrong for 
him, when they doe offer hard meaſure unto him, even iarreat, 
pray, beſeech, uſe all ſubmiſſive, gentle, quier and milde words, and 
carriage. Learne that of S. Paulwholaich, being defamed, we intrear. 
You know Abigals carriage toward David, when ſhe found him in 
a great Chafe againſt her husband, and ready to doe violenceto her 


her faire words. Solomen hath told us, that gerele words pacige wrath : 
andif any thing in the world will afſwage the fary, and mollifeche 
hardneſſe, and remove the cruelty of an enemy, ir is this kinde of 


our ſelves,tn ſuch caſe,co railing,bitrernefſe,and violence, giving all 
che vile cearmes, that wrath would pur into our mouthes, againft 
our Superiours, when they wronged us, and dawbing them wirk | 
moſt foule names, ler us take notice of our folly in being wrath- 


full. 
This was not the courſe that naturall diſcrecion, much leſſe that 


Chriſtian Religion would preſcribe to a wronged man : this ſhews 
him to be as proud and bictcr , that ſuffers, as they thar offer the 
wrong.S.Peter ſaith,ye ſhould not render reviling for reviling if we mutt | 
not raile on him thar abuſethus in words,neicther then on them thar 
abuſe us in ations. Now then learn meekeneſſe of 7oſeph, learne ro 
frame your tongues to this kinde of humble ſpeech, when you be 


omr,4 you may ſay,that Joſeph did this becauſe he durſt doe no| 
c 


otherwitſe. | 

I anſwer, if he feared his Brethren, are not you to feare God? 
if hee durſt not ſpeake wrathfully ro them, chat hee might 
not the more provoke and move them , should nor you rake 


rongue ? 
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| Butſecondly I anſwer that it is very probable, Zoſeph did nor this 


| out of bare feare, for then when he ſaw that the matter grew deſpe- 
rate, and hee could nor prevaile by intreaty , he would have fallen to 


youare wronged, but doe not rayleand revile. This is all I have 
noted of 7oſephs private life in his Fathers houſe, now we will follov 
him into Egypt, and ſee how he carryed himſelfe there: 1.in pri- 
yate in the houſe. I. of Puripher 2, in priſon, 2- more publikely. 10- 
ſephs carriage in Putiphars houſe deſerveth praiſe , 1. becauſe he was a 
diligent and faichfull ſervant unto him, Joſeph had beene bred up ten- 
derly as the free ſonne of a noble and greatman 7acob; ofa ſodaine 


| God by his providence made him a bondman, he frames kimſelfe to 


ſuch dutifulneſſe and fidelity, that he winnes his Maſter, and gaineth 


{greater favour with him then any other ſervant, as you may reade 


Gen, 39.44 7, Forhad nothebeene fairhfull and painefull, God 
bad nor beene with him nor proſpered him as he did. 

Ler me commend his example to you that be ſervants to imitate 
it, laboar you to He good ſervants, faithfull, diligent in your Ma- 
ters buſineſle and reſpetive towards their perſons, that ſo God 
may be with you too, and proſper you , and you alſo may draw the 
loves and good wils of your Maſters. Your ſervice is not bond ſervice, 
_ _=_ ſervice, at the worſt it is but a ſervice of eight or nine yeares 
iKely. 
Sce the commandement of Gold lying upon you as much as it did 


doe; this is the way to make your ſervice moſt eafie and comforta- 
ble co your ſelves,and moſt acceptable and pleaſing to God : you are 
ſervants now, you may be Maſters or Governours hereafter, ſo 


| frame your ſelves in the funQion of ſervants, that God may bleſſe 


youwitn good ſervants, Carry your ſelves towards your Maſters, as 


the moſt part , you ſhall find that in this as well as in other things 
the Lord will returne a mans owne meaſure into his owne bo- 


their diligence and fideliry,and rewards it, and it is as evident a note 
oftrue piety , to be a good ſervant, as 4 good King ora good Mini- 
ſter, and that will make you good ſervants, if you know that in ſo 
doing you ſhall be a:cepted by God, and have your wages from 
him, if your Goyernours ſhould be froward. And to remember 


| thar Saint Peterrequireth you, to ſhew your ſelves true Chriſtians, 
 [bybeing good ſervants, evento unquietand crooked Maſters. But 
| [ifany of you have (hewed your ſelves froward ſervants, fullen, dog- 


ged , floathfull , idle, falſe, untruſty, at beſt but eye-ſervants that 


ſhould know of your carriage, Otherwiſe not caring how you leite- 
redout the time, how waſtfull you were, and adding to theſe faults 
alſo anſwering againe, and frowardnefſe and falſchood, denying 
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bitterneſle ar laſt ; wherefore foſlow his mildnefſe, beſeech when 


upon Zoſeph , and doz that which you ſee in himis poſſible to | 


you would wiſh your ſervants to carry themſelves to you, and for | 


ſome. The living God markes the carriage of ſervants, accepts | 


cated no further to doe your duty, then you conceived your Maſters | 
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Ge. | The Example of Crap, 39, &c | 


your faults, O be humbled in ſeeing your ſelves ſounlike to /oſeph, 
you would be accounted good Chriſtians as hewas a good ſonto 
1acob , and be ſorrowfull you have not approved your ſelves ſuch as 
he did approve himſelfe, When we ſee the godlinefſe of thoſe 
whom the Scriptures commend unto us , we muſt rake notice of Our 
own navghtinefſe with remorſe and ſorrow, and ruane ro God to par+ | 
donand reformeit, God that made 7oſeph a good ſervantcan make 
— Ds thee ſo tos, ſeekeunto him for his Spirit to make thee humble and 
hone feare | COnſcionable. Secondly, in his Maſters houſe this godly man ſhew- 
of God, ed the true feare of God, inthat he forbare to commir a tinac 
llay33*6: | towhich he was ſo vehemently ſolicited, ſaying to his Miſtrefle, 
| Hon ſhall I doe this great evill, and fnne againſt God, Gen. 39.9. Wee 
' muſt all labour to plantan awfull apprehenſtov of Gods greatneſſe, 
| juſtice, andpreſence in our minds, that wee may tot dire ro {inne 
againſt him, this is the vertue ſo much commended in the Scrip- 
tures, ſooften required , and that hath ſo many promiſes made unto 
| it ! This is thatvertue which muſt prove our knowledge of God and 
our faith in him :I meane a not daring to {inne in reiped that wee 
know it is offenſive to him, and will provoke him againft us : This 
 yertue will bold the heart from ſecret ſinne, and ſuch to which ywee 
are much ſolicired & perhaps alſo much inclined. He that haththis ; 
| 1 grace is mounded and armed againſt the ſtrongeſt remprations of } | 
Eſa, 331 6- Saran and of evill men. No mancandoe himſelfe a better turne then | 
| to abound in it,the Prophet calls it evy treaſure, He that bathgotren | 
it inany good quantity , hath gotten the richeſt treaſure in the world, 
NE and that which will doe him more good then all gold and filver. 
ouree7* | Salomoncalleth it the beginning or head, or chiefe part, or firſt fruigs 
of wiſdome. It isa grace which maketh knowledge uſefull, which 
elſe will end or rather vaniſh in meere diſcourſe and twattle. It is a 
prey that cannot be found, bur in a heart choroughly ſandified : | 
e that hath it is furero find favour with God , and ro walke holily | 
with God. Noman can ſufficiently ſet forth the excellency of this 
graces It is that by which we muſt worke onr our ſalvation, 
without which wee cannot hold out in the way ofpiety , it 
muſt helpe us againſt falſe feares and falſe hopes, againſt pleaſure, 
againſt profit, againſt credite, againſt diſcredite, againſt all the 
wayes that Satan hath to draw us to finne. It will make you for: 
| beare ſePrert ſinves, and ſuch as fleſh hath much to fay, why it muſt | 
| needs commit : a /arge meaſure of feare will make you forbeare ſuch | 
ſinnes, and if there be any there, ic will make you carefull of riſing 
out of them by ſpeedy repefitance. But you that are bold to ſinne | 
in ſeerer , and careleſſeto repent of the finnes that you can keepe 
ſecret, flatter not your ſelves with a falſe imagination, that you 
Gen, 39+ 5- | have the feare of God before your eyes. 
Fa. + bl | Thirdly, this worthy man bad a thankefull and loving reſpe&tun-| + | 
loving Ma- | tobis Maſter,for ſairh he, my Maſter hath thus and tbus honoured & 


fter. | truſted me,and ſhall I ſo requite bis loveas to defile his wife? you 8 
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that every man ought to take great heed of wronging ebar perſon fn 
Hany thing from whom he bath received much Eindnefſe in avy re- 


= F The geod that another hath done us ſhould offer it ſelfe unto our 
i [minds to make us ſtedfaſt in forbearing to doeany thing that may 
| |wrong him, aswe ſhould abſtaine from: injurying a benefaRour' iti 
his wife or goods, or nafne, or in his children, or in bis body, orin 
| [anyotberreſpe&. Conlider if you have beene thus thankefull or nor, 
| [and betbatis-proved by the verdit ofthis owne foule ro be angrate- | 
' [fall, (having not remembred good turnes: teceived:, to tmake hith | 
reMper himſelfe from-ipjuries ) let him know ; that this ſhall be a | 
great aggravation of Nis faulr, that what ſbould haveprevayled to 
withdraw a man from ſinne, and hath not, ſhall.certainely prevatte 


to make his puniſhment che more grievous; _ . | 
| Haſtthouwronged any one in his good name, wife,;8&c. Concer- | 
| [ning wbomif ingratitudeand love of finne had not polluted and cor- 
; [rupted thy memory; thou mighteſt have ſaid, he hath done this di } 
' {this for me, and ſhall I ſo requite him > bluſh for ſhameto thijike | 
| [rhar thou baſt incurred the odious name of an ingratefull miati; | 
| Jaterme ofas much reproach as any can be. TE] | 
| | And now tread in 7oſephs ſteps this way, ſhew that you deeaccount 

{ [your ſelves indebted for favours and curtefiegyby havingrheiyy ready 

lin your minds ,as adiſſwaſive from any manmzraf injrtoURe: XS 
them inwhoſe debr you ſtand for fich'amb ſuchourrchiee> Lev your | 
memories ſerye youfor pood:puipoſts , Chyrption wit1 ſootie rect! 


i 


injuries ro hinder from, gratifying another, ler! ws as ſobne reef | | 14. was | 
kindnefſesto binder from buremg . IL LY I 2100: 5: 02" | we el 


| Bur fourthly, This /eſeph fhewes forth: char excellerit vertweuf 
chaſtiey, and that inan highdegree,for beinga young maanyagt car- 

| neſtly and often, yea almoſt cotitinually: imported by His Net 

| |firefſe ro commir adultery: wirh- her y :he eonritues  e6itepell He? 


[temptations with a peremptory denyatl ; qad ſhits: her com ny 
by all the wayes be can,8c when ſhe caught Hi i flicitn advarcles 
once, that having him alone ſhe durſt lay.baads aporthitn'; an of 

as much violence ay thar fexe-boold offefiwthat eufe;; - he Je#i@&his | 

garment- wich: ber and runnes' oe , fo farce is be from yeelding 3's | 
truer and nohler patrerneof convinenty, row eatwe thinks 6f 7 If | | 
we conſider his age and his perſor-and che petſ6A'of rhe "foldite (ſt 
and the continuance of her evill ſuit, and her eittiatriefſe in te; 
bow great apatterne is he of conſtant and - ps, > Bii'the 

words that can be beſtowed:in commendibg tithe] #11 ſhore | 
of his worthineſſe, I ſhall endewbur eg'tofmſers this pate tiflto 

you, chaſtity is a ſweet and excellentveirge;; of 7 17 5 15. 
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mixe dnes ſelfe with any perſon not allowedby God;gecord 
bis. Ordinance, eſpecially. whet front» tehiprations' #£ 
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chat the heart is fully reſolved not to doe evill. Indeed if theinor en- 
| tertaining of ſuch motions ariſe from inabiliry of body and unk- 
neſle ro fſatisfie them , this cannot be called caſtity, but debi- | 
lity. | = n 
| Wee muſt conſider how ruch the Apoſtle diſgraceth unclean- | 
1.Cote6. F%. | nefſeand fornication , he ſaith, it is injurious to Chriſt, tothe holy- 
Ghoſt, toa mans owne body; to Chriſt , if he be aprofeſſour of 
Chriſtianity char doth it, for it takes one thar is joyned to him, 
and to-his myſticall body, a$2 memberthereof,” and: makes it the 
member of an harlor, which 1s a yu ity to the holy-Ghoſt, 
for it takes a Temple dedicated to him, ſuch is the body and ſoule 
of every Chriſtian, and makes it a hog-ſty, to lodge filthy luſts 
in ; to a mans owne body, for hetbat doth it, finres againſt his 
owne body , in making that the very ipfirument of committing 
thar foule ſinne. | | 
Now gs much as may be ſaid inthe reproach of the finne, fo 
much on the contrary may be ſaid in prayſe of continency , by ira 
man keeps Chrifts members,and the holy-Ghoſts Temples, and his 
owne body , free from ſo great baſenefſe, of being made ſubje& 
; to an) barlot.. | ; Ns 
VEE r ing | - Theway is, firſt toplant inones owne heart a reverend feare of 
—s.t 9 Gods all-ſeeing eye, yea to pray much to God, to beſtow a good 
| meaſure of this grace upon him. = ps 
- 'The ſecond 1s,tocount the fin a great wickedneſſe , for fo hee 
*® | faith, this gear wickednefe; The holding faſt in ones mind an ap- 
prehenſion .of the grievouſneſle of a fault, is a great preſervative } 
| _ it; bur if one once yeeld to fancy, that it is no great matter, 
then will it prove no great matter to draw us tOit. | | 
And indeed this finne of Adultery muſt needs be a great wic- 
kednefſe, becauſe ir finnes againſt a cleare light, and is contrary 
to a ſolemne vow and Covenant made betwixt the marryed. | 
3 3. Amanmuſtoften-ponder on the threats of God madeagainſt | 
this finne, and prefſe them upon his owne ſoule ; and pray ro God, 
ro make him beleeve and fear, 
« Fourtbly, he muſt prevent the occafions and fly from them, even 
| that occaſion of being preſent , eſpecially in ſolitary places,and | 
alone with thoſe, to w his heart is inclined , or indeed, with: 
any with whom ſuch a finne may be committed , but upon juſt 
grounds and cauſes. b x OO * 
5 |. Aad laſtly, a manmuſtnot truſt. upon his owne. ftrengrh;, bur | 
 confantly ſupplicate to God keep dawne his inordinate paſſions, or | 


elſe be ſhall find them too unruly forhim. 

Labour you tbatbe young , and you that be elder, and all, ro at- 
taine this powerover ill deſires, God that wrought it in /oſeph, can 
worke it inany orher as well, you ſhall doe well ro produce Joſephs 
Example upto God, and.) beſeech him to ſhew his Spirit and his 


feare in you, as hedid inhims 
ET Why| 
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jſee Joſeph intreating to know their Dreames; anddiligencrointer- 
|prerchefame. Ir is anexcellent:vertue co beready ro:comfore che | 
|affliged; and:to revive the ſpirics of then char bee: caſt downe, ſo. 
|farre as we be ab'e, bur achurliſh;tareleſſe eemper, wherebyaman 
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Gen-3943to 
1, He was 

diligent and 

fachfulb 


Firſt heſhew 


|nefſe; and ſeekingtoremove ite; 'We ould all learne'to praftice | 
| this coarteouſnefſe toall men, chiefly ro ſuch as are' in 'aflition 
jotherwiſe,even _— to raiſe up their hearts wich good words, and | 


ſo muchas we can; robecome inſtramentsdf cheeringchem, as you 


cares not whether memncry or laugh;be merry orſad,'is aproofe of 


Gen.g0s 

3 He ftrives co 
comfortche = 
priſoners, be® 
ing ſad, which 
he artended 
upoſi, 


much pride and ftupidity of ſpirit;-and myftbe abhorred, *: 
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3- Hee was 
faickfullin in» 
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Dreamesone 
| of Gods erdi- 
nances, 


1 Kine fulls leane 19g ; which Serang the 
| former, feyen, moſt 
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Agaive, you ſee! bitn faichfulf in inter fig their dreames , got 
 ſeckingro flatter the Baker ih regard © he - Zoom of the dreames, | 
You muſt learne to deafe truely with men, telling them as the | 
thing is, not falſifying your words to pleaſe them, and to prevent | 
their forrowes: © 


Moſt of all, muſt men deale truly in inte 
| Gods Word, and _ muſtlearne to be (o 

NI wiſe, and. fo prudently carefull of redee- 

iſoo, chat he would nox ler ſlip the oppor- 

ie Burkert to Senecaber him, It is very law- 


y 
, 


rpreting and applyin 
wiſc, as to accept ſuc 


ice Ee he camelof eedily: 
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 yeares, in which! rhe car | 
troits.in gratabupd; and by, che latter, 
g reax famine in which the 
earth, hop yeeld none increaſe; atall, ſo that the plenty ſhould 
be utter ly forgotien,and the Land ſhould tbe conſumed with ſear- 
nth xd the doybli of thedreamr, he ſaith, did ſhew that the' 
: WAS: certaineito be accom pliſhed withour all faile, and alſo] 

” Gert oftherhing whichouldbegin preſently to be ac* l 
A _—_— of tells thexbi $20.cOme wicholt aleenells and molt 
Tha gb Were One; &f Godsdrdinances la which hee did in 


4 pre es thoſt things comen; which be intended they? 
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without;any:doudrin orambighiry; -Henoeallthoſe towhom the 


interpretationof Gods tilt revealed unte med ſhall be commurted, 


ARM tearne to oewy Ray , ppp . and caps "I" muſt _—F 


dee ti. b... 


ht. PL a. 


—_— 


+ *% & -- 


___— 


{ all evidence and perſpicuirty ſhew the things which God hath rold 
{rchem, and muſt nor not hide or alter any thing at all.;. whar God | 
.| declareth, rhey muſt declare , making manifeſt alſo.che certainty 
and ſpecdinefle of the things, both that they ſhall ſurely come to 
paſſe, and preſently, in the due time appointed. 


| Ohthatthe Lord would thruſt out inco; his Churchable, faith- 
| ſall and painfull men, that might ſearch; qiljgencly info the mea» 
ning of his Oracles, and fully declare hjs..will anto his people; 
| carcfully ſtirring them to believe the things, and. to, expett them 
[and makenfe ofthem: now you ſee his fairhtulneſſe,. 1. _ ; 
Secondly, marke his wiſedome and prudence, joyned with love | , tice trewes 
and good will, for he perſwades. Pharoahto appoine fir-perions to | prulenee and 
gather up the abundanceof the, pleniifull yeares, and keepe the |! 
ſame in ſtore againſt rhe penurious and ſcant yeares,. thatſo he may 1 
prevent the miſery, which elſe would have: fallen on the land. : So | 
thoſe thatare to interpret Gods Word :to his people , muf}, adde 
|connſel}, advice, pe ns and exhoxrtarions to Frye: them 
[to make gooduſe of their knowledge, even to provide againſt the 
{danger tocome, and tomake nie. .of all chole good helpes » which | 
. | God ſhall affoord them forthatpurpoſe.. ; .. 
We have now plentifull rimes of ſpirituall provifian, by which 
[wee may get knowledge how ro: prevent. the danger of. erernall 
{death : who can tell whacſcant and thine times may. come here- 
jafter, in which we may feele a fore famine of the: Ward, and nor 
je ableto get inſtrution and exhortation, which now wee have in 
| abundance? ogy co net SE ii i, 
| Eetus ftoreour heart with knowledge, .now:in theſe times of 
plenty, char our ſoules may not periſh for wanr of true knowledge: 


[ My «4 


& then when the means of knowledg ſhall he diminithed, makeuſe 
{of Gods goodnefſe, that you perifh not for want of true knowledg ; 
Yeatbe Lordin his Word hath plainely, revealed his:minde con- 
cerning the damnation of impenitenrfinners, and ſalyation of the 
|penitent. O now labour to get repentancein theſe happy ſeaſons 
jof Repentance, wherein God offersgraceunto you, and pur not 
off theſe grear workes till afrer uncertaine times, when no more 
meanes of repentance ſhall be granted, then the Z2yprians had of 
|gerting corn, inthe ſeven yeeres of deadly famine; uſe the oppor- | 
tunity of getting grace, as Pharaoh did of getting Corne. Now it Y £58 
[1s.the day time,now the light ſhineth, now the Lord continuerhto | 
ſtretch our his hand, oh turne to him, feed of the- Word of lifes |. 
|hearerhe Word, reade ir, and ponder npon it, obey it, and turne 
- jto God, and believe, and obey, whi.ſtir is, called to.day,.that you 
= a meyprmay> oy puke "_ 6 abour fo nccellary a bulinefle, 
Thirdly, you ſhall ſee in Joſephs carriage grear humiliry, lowli-| . ed | 
nefſe of "ide hee brags Len -" kimſclie Ry his owne. kill and Fry = 
ability, hee doth nor lift up. himſelfe, becauſe this rare gife of |**- 
Interpreting of Dreames was given unto him from Go D, bur | 
TY Bbb ſaich | l 
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| Gaith, it is not in me, God ſhall give Pharach an anſaey of ye 


| evill of dignities, andflight choſe whom God hath advanced, no 


| 


though farre lower places, ſeeing all the placesare of God, and 


—— 


The Example of Guan, 39, &C: 
"7; ATT 

Wee ſee the ſame humility in” Daniel, when he did likewiſe in: 
eerpret the dreames of Nebuchadnezzar; for ke Tairh expreſſely, as 
for mee, this ſecret is not revealed unto me for any wiſedomethit 7 have 
more then any living. Loc he deprefſech himſelte, and gives thee gto-. 
ry to God; wee muſt learne to beſtow Gods gifts humbly , nor 
vaine-gloriouſly, and with oftentation , ſetring up our ſelves, bur 
hambly acknowledging our owne meaneneſſe,” muſt give God the 
honour, andlabour our ſelves ro bermade inftraments of good to 
men, by thoſe indowments, wherewith che Lord ſhall enrich 
us. Pi | | 


GeN.. 


« 
- 


Humility adorneth and beautifieth all graces, ir is this Vertue 
thar addeth luftre to all graces, and commenderh him'in whom ig! 
is, more then all his abilities beſides: bar vaine glory and often* | 
tation, and ſelfe conceirednefſe, and vaunting ones ſelfe, and be: 

uw 46Ape ſallie, and defiſe and dawb: 
W 


and due reſped to the King, 
words, and carrying himſe 
ſoever we a 


ſtares muſt 


3. S 4.4 


DH 


ces and Superiours,' 


ſtories of Scripture. X | 
Woe unto them therefore that deſpiſe governement, ſpeake 


ching bur fooliſh pride, and a want, as it were, of ſeeing Gods face, 
in theſe his Vice-gerents, hath emboldned them to conrempruous 
words, andcarriages : Yea, you muſt know, that nor alone ro Mo- 


narchs, Porentates, and great Commanders in the World, chis 
reverend carriage is due, but to all. Governours in their ſeverall, 


— 


not only the higkeſt powers. 


Mi. 
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There- 
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Thereſore to inferiour Magiſtrates, to husbands, Fathers, Maſters, | 
| doth the Scripture call for Reverence, and whoſbever is bold to 
{ deſpiſe inferiour Governours,:doth nor forany Conſcience appear | 
| revcrend to the higher powers, but alone our of carnall feareand 
ſiniſter reſpets. Ah, repent of. your irreverent, diſdainefull, :aud 
intemperate behaviour towards Governours, and now learnetode- 
clare your fear of the great Ruler of all things, by ſhewing fear ro. 
| wards all choſe for his ſake, whom hee hath binne pleaſed ro ſer o- 
1Vver YOu... | Wer he Eo 
pk point of faithfulneſſe, reſpe&and loyalty, Joſe h:4lfo | =. After bis | 
{ſhewd to Phardoh King of Zpypt , after his advancemenr ,- hee 'did was 
{not ſend for his Brethren, nor place them withonr'the licenſe of | Faichfull and 
| che King,nor would take his journey after:to bury hisFather, cil he | !oyall co Phe: { 
had attained the Kings good1eave;So muſt al Princes;high Officers, | * _ 
. {and Nobles under a King, ſhew: themſelves fo loyall and refpe: | 
aive to the King, as to do no matter of weight, but by his licenſe 
and direction, neicher-muſt they advance their friends and kindred, 
norſhew reſpet untothem otherwiſe, then with due ſabordinari- 
 [onaend ſubjeQion to the Sing avthority «xd will; Kinps maſt bee 
{ [| honoured, reſpected,” obeyed; andall- faithfulnefſe muſt be ſhewed | 
| [rowards them; the ſafety ofa Kingdome is npheld by the reſpe | 

detharsd unto him, whom Gadhath made head of it.» ' * — 

| - Hagalf char would ſhew themſelves tofeare' God; be.carefull to 

p Joſeph in.thus honoring the, Royall Majeſty, we muſt nor 
rapgthem; nor {light chem nor preſiitne\too much-bnithein 1 nor 
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thoſe we like, with injury to them? / nie er 
Jaſephe Carriage after his preferment, in other reſpets was com 
metidable ; Pharaoh ſeeing his great wiſedome , is ſo raken wirks ir, 
that he makes him the chijefe ruler oyer the:Land of ZXgypr, and 
givinghim his ring from his owne, hand, makes him rhe chiefe ru- 
[ler underhim, as you would ſayzthe Lord Chancelor of the King» 
dome of Fpypt. es | EY vi Os 
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” 2 : 
De—— 


. . Nowin this great office, he carrieth and behaveth Hinſclfe moft | 2. He beha. | 
faichfully, diligently, and diſcreerly;forhe:gocth ont from the pres [754 —— 
lenge of Pharaoh , and goes throughout alt rhe-Land-of Egypt} Faithfull ail | 
; Tand gatherswp all the food (meaning the overplus of food) of rhe | gently & dig. | 
: |ſevenplencifull yeeres, and laid up the'food of every Ciry of che hays” = | 
|field,: char was ronnd abourir, till 1c was paſt 'numbring;he himſelf | qilipear ans | 
| ]didnorevery thing, that were-impoſſible,: but himfelfe rooke care | fairhfull in 
| to. pyepere ficte” ſtore-houſes , and fic perſons, and Money, 'and | 29s | 
i [alas requiſite for {0. _ a worke', and was a carefull | 
\ ;|Oyegleer of the buſineſfe , that no failing'*or falſe-hood' mighrbe | 
: [found inany one, ph IS lagi 325 on 
- Here I pray you co fulfill che Offices that are: commitred-uin- | 
+ [to you with all painefulneſſe, care and diligence, refuſsno:ta- || 
| tbour, bee weary of no paines, bur alwayes give: your ſelves'to:| 
{ ]your buſineſſes in your offices, /t him that hath an office, wait on'it.;|: 
4 ER. - ' . -"n_ 
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Gax. The Exomple of Guan, 39, &c, 
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on ” 


ſaith, it is not in me, God ſhall give Pharaoh an anſaer of peach. | 
Wee ſee the ſame humility in Daniel, when he'did likewiſe in. ; 
ecrpret the dreames of Nebuchadnezzar, for ke fairch expreſſely, as! 
for mee, this ſecret is not revealed unto me for any wiſedomethit 7 have. 


more then any living. Loc he deprefſeth himſelte, and gives the glo-:| 


ry to God; wee muſt learne to beſtow Gods gifts humbly , nor 
vaine-gloriouſly, and with oftentation , ſetring up our ſelves, bur 
hambly acknowledging our owne meaneneſſe,” muſt give God the 
honour, andlabour out ſelves ro bermade inftruments of good to 


men, by thoſe indowments, wherewith rhe "Lord ſhall enrich ; 


Us. 
thar addeth luſtre to all graces, and .commenderh him'in' whom iz! 
is, more then all his abilities beſides: bar vaine glory and often- 
tation, and ſelfe conceitednefſe, and vaunting ones ſelfe, and be: 
ing puffed up, doth as ir were opts and ſallie, and defiſe and dawb: 
all gifts, and makerh him, in whom tl orke 

ſome and contemprible, as if he wanted all of.them, learne ndrto 
exalr your ſelves, that God may exalc you. 

Another thing to be noted in Joſeph, hee ſhew'd all reverence 

and due reſpett to the King, as D«niefallo did. giving him durifull, 
words, and carrying himſelfe ſqbmiſfively : .fo muſt we doe when- 
ſoever we approach before Rulers and Rings , our words and pe-. 
ſtares muſt bee decenr and reſpeQive, tending to exprefle an ho- 
nonrable efteeme of them, becauſe of rhe Image of Gods Majeſty 
and greatnefſe, which ſhineth in them. rene ould nor come. be- 
fore Pharaoh, in the ſordid garments of his 7% houſe, nor with 
the haire of the dungean, but polleth himſelfe,and gerterh'on ber- 


 terattire, and ſers himſelfe in all his — to honour theKing, 


ſaying, God hath ſhewed Pharaoh, what be is abpus to, doe, and God mill 
anſwer for Pharaohs peace. Qhthat 'we could learne mannerly , and 
dutifull, and reſpeQive carriage towards Princes and Superiours, 
even for conſcience ſake to God. Oe | - 

How frequently doth the Scripture mention the good carriage 
of godly men to Kings, they bowed to them with their faces to 
the ground, they worſhipped chem, they gave them fit titles, and 


did nor thinke it much to ſtoope lowe unto them, as we ſee inthe 


-” 


ſtories of Scripture. | - 
Woe unto them therefore that deſpiſe governement, ſpeake 


| evill of dignitics, andſlighe thoſe whom God hath advanced, no 


ching bur fooliſh pride, and a want, as it were, of ſeeing Gods face, 
in theſe his Vice-gerents, hath emboldned them to conrempruous 
words, andcarriages : Yea, you muſt know, that nor alone ro Mo- 
narchs, Potentates, and great Commanders in the World, this 
reverendcarriageis due, but to all. Governours in their ſeverall, 
though farre lower places, ſeeing all the placesare of God, and 


th Mi 
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not only the higheſt powers. 
There- 
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Humility adorneth and beautifieth all graces, ir is this Vertue | 


om they workethis effec, as loath: |. 
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Thereſore to inferiour Magiſtrates, to husbands, Fathers, Maſters, | | 
| doth che Scripture call for Reverence, and whoſoever is boldto 
{ deſpiſe inferiour Governours,:doth nor forany Conſcience appear | 
{ reverend to the higher powers, but alone our of carnall feareand 
ſiniſter reſpets. Ah, repent of. your irreverent, diſdainefull, aud 
incemperate behaviour towards Governours, and now learneto de- 
| clare your fear of the great Ruler of all things, by ſhewing fear ro. 
| wards all thoſe for his ſake, whom hee hath binne pleaſed ro ſer o- 
| yer YOu... | _ Ry 

bes point of faichfulneſſe, reſpe&andloyalty; Joſeph alfo | 2: After bis | 


1 {ſhewd to Phardoh King of Zgypt , afterhis advancement , hee'did | Pines | 


: - * of ' . | Et 1 - he was alſo 
{not ſend for his Brerhren, nor place them withonr'rhe licenſe of | fairhfull and 


| che King,nor would take his journey after:ro bury his Father, cil he | !oyall 0 Phe. | 
| had attained the Kings goodieave;So muſt al Princes high Officers, — | 
- [and Nobles under 2 King, ſhew: them(elves fo loyall and 'refpe: | 
give to the King, as to do no matter of weight, but by his licenſe 
and direRtion, neicher muſt they advance their friends and kindred, 
norſhew reſpeRt antorthem otherwiſe, then with. due ſubordinari- 
onand ſubjeRion ro che lngs avthority-eadwill. Kinys muſt bee 

| honoured, reſpeted,' obcyed; andall-faithfulnefſe muſt be ſhewed 
| [rowards them; che ſafety of R—_ 1s upheld by the reſpeR | 
degharsd unto him, whom Gadhath madehead of ir,» ' * — 
_- Hacals char would ſhew themſelves rofeare' God; be.carefull to 
foilow.ftdeph_in.chus honoring the, Rojall Majeſty, we muſt 

_ |wropgthemy nor {light chem nor preſiimme\too much-onithem ; nor 
1 |adygtee thoſe we like, with injury to them. tg ew Hef 
' | faleplecarriage after his prefermeat, in other reſpeAs was com> 
metidable ; Pharaoh ſeeing his great wiſedome , is ſo raken with! it, 
chat he makes him the chiefe raler oyer. the Land of Agypr, and 
I [givinghim his ring from his owne, hand, makes him the chiefs rus | 
| [ler underhim, as you would ſayzthe- Lord Chancelor of the King- 
. |domeof Fpgypt. ihe 3 6 20, Po OE qos 3 93s pK: | 
| |. Now inthis great office, he carrieth and behaveth Himſelfe moſt | s. He behs- | 
Js |faithfully, diligently, and diſcreerly,forhe:goeth our from the pres | 7-4 Mmſclfin | 
i [lenge of Pharaoh , and goes throughour alt rhe-Land-of Egypt} | raihrolly,qili. | 
+ [andgathersup allthe food (meaning the overplus of food) of the | gently & dig. | 
: |ſevenplencifull yeeres, and laid up the: food of every Ciry of che | 7 | 
{field,: that was roand abourir, till 1c was paſt 'numbring;he himſelf | giligenr ans | 
did not every thing, that were-impoſlible,: but himfelfe rooke care | fairkfall in 
topper gre ficte ſtore. houſes , and it perſons, and Money, 'and 
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al-ps requiſite for {o. great. a worke', and was' a carefull 
.Oyepleer of tlie buſineffe , that no-failingor falſe-hood' mighrbe | 
]fonnd. inany one, = EET SEIS TD 

; Here I pray you to fulfill: rhe Offices that are- commitred:tin- | 
; |to you with all painefulneſſe, care and diligence, refuſsno'ta- || | 
\ bour, -bee weary of no paines, bur alwayes give: your ſelves'to:;|: 
| ]your buſineſſes in your offices, {ct him that. hath” an office, wait on'it.'\: | 
> Fa... | B b b 2 oy ; Paul | 
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16 |Gzn. The Example of Cav, 39, &c 


| | 2ey{ſpeakethit, eſpecially of cccleſiafticall offices, ir is true alſo 
of civill : as Joſeph in this matter did diſcharge the rruft repoſed 
| in him, ſodoe you in all places whereto you ſball be called: if any | 

man be prefer'deo any place of command in Church or common- 
| weale, keis as:much tryed co undergoe the labour of the workes of 
that place, as Joſeph was to this of colleQing corne : and hie thar in 
| his Mace is carelefſe, negligent, orunfaithſull, finnes againſt God 
| and his owne ſoule, andthe common-weale , therefore the Apo. 
| ſtle bids us, »0t to be ſloathfull in buſmneſſe.We muſt not ſuffer our ſelves 
oe ro waxe weary of the paines, and betyred with the workes of our 
£ callings, in ſuch places, bur by. a conſcionable conſideration of 
| Gods Providence, in ſetting usin ſuch places, wee muſt quicken our 
E. ſelves againſt all dulnefſe and wearifomnefſe. This ſhall be an honour 
| roaman, before thoſe rhar are truly wiſe and indicious, for not the 
poſſeſſing of a place of power, butthe due diſcharge of it is a credir 
ad dobnrorchy man, maybe iſtedup on 
= e worſt and moſt unworthy man, may be Hfted up on high, as 
| —_— | was Hamas, bur iris aproofe of true vertue to doe the wenke of 
the place, fitly, as did'Pa=ie/ when Cyrus advanced him to bee the 
| | third Ruler in the Kingdome. This alfo ſhall comforr the heart of 
2 man, When'that time commerh thar hee muſt give an account to | 
God, and his conſcience, of his behaviour in hisplace : for you maſt 
confider brethren, that every man from the loweſt ro the hipheſt 
muſt 'givean account of his tewardſhip, andchen, nor the great ho- | 
nour that he hath poſſeſſed, nor the great ſtare hee hach gorcen , 
propre up his foul .bar his faithfull and conſcionablediſcharge | 
—— oi: Sa 
-” See ap fol $ praQice therefore before your eyes, and follow 
him, tharGodmay bonour you ar the laſt day, as Joſeph is honou- | 
red inthe Book of God. Bur anorher thing is to be learned hence, 
evena point of prudence and good hasbandry, thats, ro lay upthe | 
| overplus of great abundance, againſta time of ſcarcity. This was | 
wiſe counſeli of Joſeph, and wiſely followed by Pharaoh, and by Jo- 

+ {| ſephenxecured. Itis noralone lawfull, bur needful and aſetul, when 
oak | Gad doth {end:greart ſtore of corne, or any like commodity , rthac 
 : ' | maybefitiykeprtinfitore, then to reſerve ſome part of the plenty 
bx fora futurerime, when perhaps there ſhal beno ſuch plenty : wee 
bo muſt nor ſpend al the ſtore of aplenteous yeere ir is nor tor mee 
| { eoconnſell States and Princes, bur it is fic that every man bee wiſe 
| for himſelfe, as well as a King for his Kingdome. The proverbe 
| s:awife and: good proverbe, thar faith, when s thing is cheape, lay it 
; 9 4heape, Buch hoording is no oppreffion, but good husbandry, hee | 
| »whom God hath furniſh't with means,ſhal doe well in doing ſo. To | 
| foxce adearth by ingrofing,by making things dear, whea chey arc 
| \inonchand, whena man iririches himſelf with che comon lofle,this is 
iafinae, andanad of coverouſneſſe;burro provide, in laying up the 
ſarpluſage of Plenty, is a-ching co be commended. 
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| 1r were good thatmen of abiliey wogkldegle chns-wiſcly, riot a* 
2 for the publike good; ghtpiſmire [ayes 


| how fooliſhand naught be cl | 
all, and reſerve nothing for har | 
|can carne much ir health, bur layup,nothing againſifickneſſe ,- can | 
1 ger much In youth, bar reſerve not JT 1g forage. 8 aſk juſt it is'thar ; 
nc | 


forth by handfals, be wiſe therefare for your eftazes. with you nor ; 
[to be niggardly and defrayd your ſelves, butitobeadiſcreer, atd | | | 

layup for your {tlves: if Godfſead nomgte then is needfull; fiend | 
{ir aoderuſt his providence, .if he ſend an pverplas, fa much I teqn. 


[25 will ſervefor the preſent, and ſomergſpare, waſteror allarthe!| © 
|przeſenr, but know chat now he callerh,to ſtoring.ap; remembet-$4- 

| omons Proverb, 1» the houſe of .thewiſe i txpaſ#re. and, vile, but. the feole. | 
conſumerh it up. Be not fooles, bur in plenty remembendearth, avian. 
| dearth you wiſh for plenty, you know char by well hazbantling, of 
[plenty, a wiſe man ſhould cake ſuchan, order, , thachemay;fecle ns | 
earth. The love of riches ig.a banefull;thing, burthe wel-husbands 
ing of abundance, is oy Set parka £laving zichex, but. ofa 
wiſe fore-ſighr. And ſomuch farone paxs pfJolephs arc, diligence 
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[and fideliry in gathering corng,,.c (ff A nel Noo can | 
Now he-is in like manner faichfullja hringingiopt:the core in 2.Hels fa: 
|duceime: for whenall che coxne of private men was ſpent, and | in beinging 
1rhat «Hgzpr allo began to be af inihed, 859-41. 55-andtheoprople ger long 
jcryedunto Pherogh, and he ſent them to. Joſeph: it is noted thar Jo« 
[ſeph openedthe ftore-houſes,, and ſold.yar the digyptlane: One | 
4wonld have conceived, thatthe Zgyprians- having 'Heard-of. Pha- 
r40hs dreames, the interprecartions, as ſuch #'rare ing muſt needey 
flye throughour all the Kingdome ſpeedily , as havitg occaſioned | 
[the ſtrange preferment of Joſeph, a priſoner, and an Hebrew, which | 
| could not bur fill the mouthes of people-wih difventſs; ſhould 
each man have providedof his owne abundanceroſerve theirturn 
{in hardtimes, for they were informed both haw Jong, and. how | 
 |{trange cheplenty would be, and how hard, andof what conting- | : 
| ance the dearth :: butir is apparant that moſt of them were ſo foo- 
li, that they did nor ſo, therefore now the publike ftore-houſes 
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maſt ſupply chem, orelſe they muſtdye, i HR | i 
 Scein them the faulr of improvident'carelcfſeneſſe, whereof | 


we ſpake before : bur note Joſephs faichfulneſſe;; hee doth open 
|the ſtore-houſes,, now rhatpinching wane beganro-bitethem, and 
| ſels chem Corne, Tr is fic that men in dearth, ſhould. bring our. 
and ſell Corne, if they have it,, andnot to ſuffer their neighbours 
-— for want of chat, which themſelves have is their pol. x 
[iefon. | EE. Eu 5 ou be 
tear 55+: 
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| 18 |Gzmn. © The Example of Cuav, 39, &c,| | 


E | We muſt not lovegeine more then the lives of men, yee ſec thar| 
Joſeph ſold to ftrangers too; and not alone ro: Fgyprians, fo thar 

- our charity it'-this caſe maſt exerciſe tc ſelfe, as abilicy will ſerve, | 
| comenof other Nations; as well as6ur owne countrey men. The 

Natives maftnot marter;; becauſe forreiners are helped with ſome | 
of, the abundance of theirowne countries : ſee here Joſephs chari- 
tableneſſe,; to) put- you'0n-rhe like good diſpoſition , when time | 
-fhall call forir, and if' you have ſtoreof corne;bring irforrch. The 
people ſhall curſe him, ſaith Solomon, that hoordeth up corn, but they ſhall 
| | bleffe him mhich.doth Sefie;"To'thar purpoſe his Proverbe is, doe nor 
-bring a carſe upon yourſelves, bur a bleffing, for when God ſaith, | 


ln ac 
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hey will curfeor bleſſe, -his meaning is, not only thar che people 
ſſhalldoethus,' bue thar'thie thing ſhall fall out accordingly, they | 
| ſhalt o-curſe zad bleſſe; Thar neirher fhall be invaine, "| 
| 000.4714 | i 'Apaine, iti noted; that Joſeph by his meanes gor all che money | 
inthe Land-+ you thayfee ec that it is lawfull co make 2 gaine of | 
| ones providence, and by deare ſelling of whar he bonght in plen- | 
cifall times/eoearichhimfelfo much, ſo did Joſeph; Frhinke his ex- | 
| | ample'is a due Wartatit3 Indeed carc ig to be raken, that oppreſſion | 
be avoided;'anthenitisJawfa! to make ones (elfe a gatner, nor 
by other metisfoſſes,but? = owne providence,for by this meanes' 
Joſeph did gaine alſo the-farid, and perſons for the Kjng* Iris not 
conraty'e&equityes (ell thirgsats great and degr rare, when chere 
is great want of chem. Achingmaſtbcs eſteemed worch.ſq much, 
I-..:' - | ahd: may bee fold for ſo-mueti'dethe preſent deatth dorh take ic 
ITY worth, andinſachcaſthedorh nox wrong, thattgkes che prefene 

| | rime; onely note, thee Jo ph did hor opprefſe the poore,buy they | 
| hail of himeswell asthevich, the one gave-all, andtheother cquld | 
piveburall, and bork had rieceſlaries, 0 ſhould it be done.in hard 
cames bylpublike'chariry.* Thepoore'muſt be provided for, as well 
| as the rich's' bue noce aHo Joſephs faichfulnefſe, no doubr himſelfe 
was'nor wanting tohis owne inriching, how elſe could hee have 
maintained his Fathers honſhold with neceflaries? bur he conten- 
redhimſclf rotake what was allowed him, and broughe the money 
66 'Pharadhs houſe , nor to his owne, and made the Cattle and land 
fare to Fhargch; nortto himſelf; Oh thar all Officers would learn to 
| enrich the King above themleives, and chemſelves bur in ſuch apro- 
portionas is fit under rheKing, bur in oor cimes it hath bin nored, 
| thar often the Officers riſe, and the King is indebred,would we had 
Joſephs under his Majeſty, and then hee could not want for 
2Mefhenes | "And hſtof all, note his; Jaſtice as well as his wiſe dealing, for 
kinſelfe iuft. | to afſure che land to the King, hee removes and tranſlates the 
| inhabicants ,” ſo- thar wiſe care may lawfully bee uſed, to aflare 
| 2 mans title 'to that which is his owne, and then hee makes this 
| | | order, that Pharech ſhall have a fift part of the encreaſe, and they 


_—— 


is. A. A ed 


__—— 


—E 


Lg 
Lo NILES 
| a A. dS. 


foure parts to live on. 
Ire P2 He 


| : | 
s A Fe Lo. : | IM _— |. In —_—_ _ 
. —_— _ "Re" —_—— —__ ec Pe ya ONE OE 


Al. 
6.4 


—__— rok 72 + a Wn : OA 
| Gr, wy : Char, 39,0c. | 


'] Heelets the Jand-our unto them againezar- a reaſonable rate, 
| | whereby themſelves might live comforrably'of ir, and:this is the 
| duty of all Land-lords that have fach' thitps/to ſer , they ought 
; | not tO raiſe rents to ſo high arate , that the people ſhail: royle their 
| hearts our and get nothing, but remember tliarthemſelves be Gods 
{ Tenants, who bath commanded a}l'men tote as they ivould be 
|doneto, and that We ſhould not feeke wworyimuen bis owne things onely , 
| but the things that are anothers ; they mlſt 3s well looke, rbat che 
| people bave'to live of chearefally ,'a5'that themſelves be made rich. 
But how unconſcionable men be now adayes,ih orderingthemſelves 
jcothoſe that _ live upon them';” wherber by rakme lands from 
{them, or being ſet a work by them, it-is evident ; forwhich God | 
7 nega reckon end | 

_ Ibeſecch you learneof 7oſeph a bertet lefſoti,.and let thoſe which are || © 
under you hve well by your lands of piyments,as your ſeliesgaine by |: - 
their labours. He doth not love God thatilothiner love man,and he 
doth not love man, that intheſe kitid'of bargainings and dealings, | 
| bath not-reſpe& to anothers well living, as to his owne inriching.! 
Wealth gotten by grinding the-p5ore,(batinever provegood meale, | 
1 God will mixc it with gravell to them tbatexte'it:;' He char'eates and | 
{ drinkes theblood ofmen, as they doe that arehardex2Qorsin this] 
{ kind; ſucking ſuch as-arcunder them to peapney and unreaſo-; 
{ cable hardnefle, ſhall one day find, that God accounts of ſuch, 
none otherwife then of ravenous beaſts, that live by tearing and. 
devoiring' fleſh. Let riot thisadmiontiontaken from Toftphs exam-' 
ple be founded in your cares to h6/purpoſe but be'yotr charirable! 
and conſcionable in'this caſe ; as rhe pen of arofer noreth , thar hee/| 
was. And ſomuch of 7oſephs carryageto ſtrangers.” i goodbe.| 
a» Now ſee bow he behaved bindſelfe tobis owne kindred: 1; His: baviour to his j 
| brerbfen', and that before tie made himſelfe knowne to them, and; | #2re% | 

| after. Before he carcied bimſelfeſtrangely-withia kind of admixture;| thre. © 
ofanger and love, that they might be driven to wonder; and ſof| *. Beforehe: 
be drawne to repentance. His barſh dealings are theſe. '\ He takes: ered ogy | 
them for ſpies, and will not intertaine better: thoughts of them | then, J 
though they gave him a ſarisfyivg reaſon {vi tbar they were the her arr 
| ſonnes of one man , and it was never heard of, that one man would: | c.5+ na 
venture tenne {onnes at once upo ſuch 4 datigerons buſinefſe, 45 | mixetblove 
| thac of going ro ſpy outa nation, yet becauſethey ſaid they wete!| hetevith. 


twelve brethren, and one was not , ahd the youtigeſt was with their them ba 
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] Father, hee continued to charge this crime upon them, : making; 
exceptions againſt them, as if they had contradicted themſelves: | 
| lathcirfpeech. = EE OS ns 
| Secondly, he will be ſatisfied by nothing elſe but by ſending!] ,* this bre- 
| one of them to ferch their younger brother, the reſt remaining] | ttiren ro ferch 
priſoners till he came Little did'oſepþthinke how. burdenſome a | thc younger | 
/|thing ir would be with 7aceb ro part with Benjamin, but this hee | ;coremaining 

| doth alone ro have occaſion of keeping then longer in hold, that | priſoocrscill: 
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3.He keper 
them in priſon 
thrce daycs to- 
| gecker, 
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| Another a&; 
of kindnefſe to 

chem was,thac 
hecommanded* 
their (acks to 

| be Filled with 
-| corne,and that | 
| their money 

| ſhouldb: rev 
Koredto chem. 
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_ alteof 
Toſepis Carriag= 
weredoubrful! 


and extraotdi- 


aarye 


_ - 


1 of hardneſſe, that be rooke Simeen and bound him, becauſe he was 
| rhe eldeſt nextto Rube», and was preſent when hewas ſold, but did. 
| not labour ro ſavehim from ſelling, as Reuber ſaved him from kil- 
ling, wherefote he forbare torakeand bind Rewber.! Anorher a& of | 


S + + 
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| humble. them! , and try them before he revealed himſelfe unto 


] -Firſt;he 
| | o doth, and ſalutes Benjamw 
7 | ſiep intoa corner todoe it there. Laſtly, hee carries himſelfe moſt 
{.cbecrefully with them at dinner , placing them in the order of their 
_ age, and ſending them meſſes from his owne table, and ſending 


| theguilt of theft cauſeleſſely, But allthis was done in ſecming, only 


| Gen. -Þ-. The Example of Cuanp. 39. &c 
they might have leaſure enough to repent, and therefore, 
Thirdly , he kept them in drill 


iſon three dayesall rogether. This 


was harſhdealing at their firſt comming downe , yet here he ſhewes 


fome-kindnefſe betwixt, viz.. in that on, the third day hee calls 


chem forth , and takes piry of chem, propound ing to them aneaſlie 
condition, viz. That one of them ſhould remaine bound, and the 
reſt ſhould returne wich corne for their families, and bring their 
younger brether thither : now he ſhewes love alſo in going away, 
weeping , when he heard them talking of their ſinne, and confeſſing - 
that for that cauſethis.crofſe came on them ; Bur it was ſome matter 


kindneſſe eo them was, that hee commanded their ſackes to be: 
filled with corne, and the mony alſo to be refiored unto them, 
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ment, thar ſtillthey might be furthered in the worke of repentance, 
which he perceived was begunne in them, 
Now at their ſecond comming up, bet ſhewes nothing to 
chem almoſt but kindneffe, ſaving in one thing, whereby hee caſts: 
them ſcemingly into a great danger, that hee might thorougbly. 


them... _ | Ta do Eee 

invites themall todinner with him. 2. Heencertainerh their 
reſent, and ralketh lovingly with them of their Father, asking how 
in, towards whom hee was ſo affeRed, 


that he haſts toweepe, being hardly able to forbeare, till be could 


5 


| 


| 


five times as much to Benjamin as to any of them. All which hee 
ſeemech co have done to have brought them to ſome knowledge of 
bimſelfe, if ic had beene poſſible. 3 
Another thing is by hiding his cup in Bezjamins ſacke , he cauſerh 
them to be brought backe againe as it were guilty of rheft , and 
then ſeemes to be much diſpleaſed at ſuch ill dealing, and would 


with much ſecrecy and great affeionateneſle he (bewes himſelfe 
tO them plainely, and weepes over them, and comforts their aſto- 
niſhed ſpirits. 
Now many particulars of 7oſephs carriage are fomwbat doubrfull & 
extraordinary, and we cannot tell what ro ſay of them, viz, his char- 
ging of them to be ſpies, when be knew they were nor, and his pic- 
king quarrels with their anſwer, and impriſoning them, and then cau- 
ſing his cup tobe hid in oneof their ſacks,and ſobringing chem into 
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which be did of purpoſe to put them in a fit of wondring and amaze-| 


hold Benjamis inpriſon , till /»dahs Oration melted him , and then| 
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to bring them to thorovgh repentance for their fin, which when hee 
perceived by Jud ſpeechandall their carriage, that ir was effected, 
then he (hewes himſelfe rorhem ſpeedily, 5 © 
. The thing we muſt imitate is this, to ſe. all care of bringing 
choſe that are ncereto us, to repentance for their faults, by enter- 
" | mixing ſeaſonable ſharpnesand kindneſſe, as:/oſeph did ro bis bre- 
thren. _ Eee > 
| Againe, it may ſeeme tobe lawfull by theexample of 79ſeph in way | 
ofprobation and tryall, tocounterſeir diſcontent, and to lay grievous 
things to the charge of men, and prefle them as if they. were guilty, 


tryall, ſo thar at laſt it be made manifeſt , that it was incercly in 
tryall, and that which would ſeeme alye, if it were affirmed expreſſe- 
| ly and not with reference to ſuch atend, being ſaid to ſuch an end 
isnotalye, becauſe it is indeed notan affirming, bur a ſeeming to 
affirme for a time. For in ſuch a cafe a mans words doe nor differ 
froni his mind and meaning, but alone he'conceales his meaning 
for a time. So Salomon ſeemed angry , and commanded to divide 
the child betwixt the two wrangliag barlots that came -before him, 
our Saviour made as if he would have gone further, when'the Diſ- 
ciples had bim in wich them at Emmaw,, Soifa Judge ſeeing great 
{ probability, and in a manner cettainty of the guilrinefſe of an 
| offendour , ſhall affirme ſomerking to him, to draw a confeſſion 
| frombim, as for example, that ſome companionothis hath confeſt it, 
{and that it is%n vaine for him any: longer'to:deny , or that he was 
| ſcene at ſuch time in ſuch a place, by fuckaid ſuch , when ind 

theſe things were not ſo, but fomowhatequivalencto themwas true 
viz, Arguments convincing their guiltinefſe , even:as much as theſe 
things would , though not to make them confeſſes I ſay ſuch. 
courſes taken by way of probation and tryall, and finding out guilri- 
 nefſe, are not tO be eſteemed lyes, becauſe there the meaning is go. 
be takenaccording to that which ſhall be ſhortly difcovered, and: 
not according to the preſent ſhew ofwords. Theſe be bur a kind : 
| of ironicallearryage , nomorelies then an irony , that by affirming 
one thing in ſuch and ſuch a manner and geſture, doth affirme the 
- | quitecontrary. But to doe thus in way of excufing or hiding a fault, 
and keeping ones ſelfe from the knowledge of a Governour, is alto- 
gether finfulland naught , and muſt nor be allowed. 


{ 


ſhift them off from your Superiours examining you, becauſe you 
ee /oſeph trying his brethren , by ralkingwith them, ſo as is ap-' 
' parcat he meaar not as he ſaid. | ED ; 
- Agpaine, Joſeph made' it evident, that he bad forgotten all his 
brethrens wrongs, and thereforeuſerh them exceeding kindly, for he: 
weeps over. them , and comforts them , bidding them nor to bee 
{arry that they had ſold him, and-be ſends for their families , and 
[Sbes chemPifrs , and maintaines them and their families, and ſers 


though one know the contrary : I Rill fay, if it be done by way of 


_ - Take beed tbat you doe nor imbolden yourſelves to deny, and to{ 


| Heforgare 
all his bre- 
threnswrongs, 


ſome 
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Gen. The Example of GCuav. 39. &c. 
ſome of them before Pharaoh, and prevailes to get them the Land of 
Goſhen to dwell in, and after their Fathers death when they ſend 
and come to bim, he uſerh them withall kindneffe, weeping and } 
comforting them, as is manifeſt in the ſtory. Sothar he had utterly 
forgetten all wrongs, and loves them no whit lefſe now thar they 

have repented, thenif they had never ſinned. = 


Hencewe muſt learne the duty of Brothers one to another, even ; 
tocommunicate their wealth one to another, and the richer tohe! p 


to maintaine the poore in caſe of dearth or want, or agy band of 
God affli&ing and diſtreſſing them, 
Indeed if any bring want ypon themſelves, abler kinfmen are 
not bound to provide for them rhar ſpend it on their luſts ; if they | 
will ſerve the Devill with what they have, let them be pinched, q 
{ no man is to pity them in ſuch caſe. Bur when Gods hands brings ? 
|aMi&ion , when they frame to good courſes, then they are to be | 1 
helped by thoſe of their kindred that are of ability- And one able 
| perſon ſhould improve his wealthinefle ro the helping and inri- 
ching of thofe char be poorer, and to their maintenance in their 3 
neceffity, as: 7oſeph did , elſe rhey are guilry of wanting naturall | 
affection, and of great uncharitablenefle. _ | 
' Further you ſee, that when men have truely repented of their | 
ſinnes, be they never ſogreat, their ſinnes muſt be forgotten, and } 
they muſt be accepted and regarded ,eyenas if they bad never finned, 
Toſeph is as loving to his brethren , as if they bad beene the honeſteſt 
men intheworld. becauſe now they were ttuly chang&. So ſhould 
Leen be to the greateſt offendours, when a ſound. and thorough 
retormation' and amendment ſhewes it ſelfe in their lives, Till | 
{ finnes be amended, ir is not requiſite to ſhew ſuch reſpe&, bur | 
1 when they be amended. Therefore every finner ſhould haſten to | 
amend , that he might repaire his broken eſtimation, and regaine | 
love which be hath loſt with good and wiſe men, And thoſe] 
| muſt not pleaſe chemſelves in their folly, that ro a men truly re-| 
formed, are ſtill objeQing and upbrayding former evill deeds. 
| Herein they ſhew not the deteſtation of the vices , but wrath and 
diſcontent againſt the perſons, and are farre unlike ro God him- 
ſelfe , who doth blot the finnes of his converting children out of | 
| his remembrance, and that ſo, as if they commit them no more, 
he will no more remember them. 
i] He wascafie | Againe, in Joſephs carne to bis brethren, we ſee how eafie be] 
| ropardon. {| was topardon, for though be ſhewed bimſelfe rough ar firſt, yet 
| | chatwas not out ofa revengefull paſſion, but out of a deſire to bring | 
| | chem to repentance for their finnes, for he knew they had beene| 
| very wild and faulty in their _ + butbe fill ſhewes love and 
Pp kcindneſſe , notwithſtanding the hatred that they ſhewed to him, 
| . Jandheſfees Godin it, and would have them ſee God in it , and ſo 
| | comforts them, and pacifieth bimſelfe. All good men muſt imt- 
| fate him inthis, forgive and forget huge,great,and enormous inj __ | 
| 
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| Ge Na 
{ [| If onchave gone about to deprive us of our liberty', -6ur goods 7 6f 
{ | ourlives, yea havenotalonegoneabour ir, bus effeRed'ic ſo mucÞ|: - 
j [as in bimlay, and-after fals into our hands, ſo: that we mayifweſ © 
will revenge our ſelves ofhim, yet we 'naſtnoryceld our ſelves of +/+ 
thoughts of revenge, but muſt doegood againſtevill, eſpecially-if}F - * + Hi: 
a neere kinſman or brother have ſo forgortewlimſelfe,: yet multwmnel ;------- 
we ſo farre forget our ſelves, as to requiteTite for like, evils with} 
evils, but muſt doe them all the good weedh;, and blot rheir fanits | . ©. | 
out of our minds. Our Saviour teachetl'thisin the Parable; you | . + ii 
know , he that hath beene forgiven the 1000 Talents; as all-of us| 
. have , muſt be eaſily perſwaded to forgive the hundred pence. And EEE 
this will make us forgiveand forget our brerhrens offences; if' We 
frequently remember our owne, to admire the'goodiiefle of Gol, 
that ſo graciouſly doth pardon us. Ifany therefore find themſelies | ' 
apt to remember and requite wrongs, yea petty ſmall wrongs; 
nothing ſo high as theſe of 7oſephs brethren, they muſt blame rhe 
greatneſſe of their ſtomacks, and 'condemne that rancour which 
 fwelleth within them as a great fault, ſbewing), that they have not 
well conſidered the love cbat God ſhewed toman-kind in Chriſt, 
to forgive iniquity , cranſgrefſion and finne. And- now learne all 
{of you this excellent vertue, ſtrive to be bf afiveer, and a mild, 
and an amiable nature, ready to paſſe by great' juries, to ſhew 
great 'kindnefſe againſt great?tmkindnefle, and to overcome bad 
with good. This 1s athing well pleaſingto God, and ſhall cotn- 
fort the conſcience in the day-ofany affliction, more then all the 
riches intheworld. ' Revenge raſts ſweet in rtie doing, bur after; it 
ſhall Jade the conſcience with terrours; paſſing by faults, loving 
enemies , doing good to thoſe which have done us evill, be hid 
things to the fleſh and blood, and ſeeme difficult in the praQifſe, 
but the remembrance of them after ,” ſhall afford 'unſpeakeable 
content.” 5 LES 
| I have ſpoken off 7oſephs good deeds in ſome part ,'viz, Thoſe 
that he ſhewed in his Fathers houſe, and ſome of rhoſe that he 
(hewed in 26.48 Teen In his private eſtate, both in his Maſters 


houſe , and his priic 
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on houſe, and in his publike eftate before his 
advancement to Pharavh, in reſpe& of his dreames, and after his | |} 
bag to Pharach , and to the Egyptians and his bre- 
thren. | " 
Laſtly, Toſeph after bis Father was dead , carryed himſelfe | Gen. $0.16, 
lovingly 1to his brethren, for had he revenged himſelfe after his | 522% 
Fathers death , every one would have ſaid, he had bur difſembled 
before; ſo we muſt continue doing good, when naturall and carnall | gh; good | 
motives are gone, and not reſemble 1osfÞ, who ſerved God onely | <arryageo bis | 
a long as good lehojadahwas alive. - _ 
Now followeth Jefephs good belaviourto his Father, He did | h 
thoſe 3 things which children are taught in their infancy, viz, To 
love, 'honour, and ſuccour their Father. 1, He enquired of his health 
and 
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and welfare, as 
ſaone as be ſaw 
kis brerhrenz 
'be viſited him 
in his ficknes, 
Gen- 48, Is 
and hce 
fhewed great 
loverohim aſs 
rcr hisdeath. 
2. Hehonored 

him in privace 
and publike. 
fo. Gen. 


3. He ſucceu- 
red him, 


Iofepby faults z! 


? He ſwore, 


2. He came 
OO NcAre an 


| untruth, 


His croſſes 
were many. 
1. His br E- 


| threns hatred, 


2. They con- 


| fulred ro rake. 
'| away his life, 


3+ They ſold 


;bim as a bond- 
|} flave. h 


| 4 He ſerve 


asſlave in 


| P autiphars houſe, 


, 


| 


| 


| nuate it. 1. He was out of the Church. 2: He had nor ſuch meanes 


| &iſed, faſhion nor your ſelves according to this world. 2. In ſpecial! 


| ing , 70# comes the Dreamer , come let w kill him , and tven ſhall mee ſee 


48; 12+ Hebowed downeto the ground to him , and afforded him 


intending bimſelfe after to pull him out in due ſeaſon. 3. They 


| Gen. =: The Example of Crap, 39. SC, 


and welfare ,.as ſoone as, he ſaw bis brethren , Ger. 43+ 7. and in 
45: 3- 9+ and 46. 29; he did gratific him in his requeſt 47. Chap. 29. 


love to him, after his: death. Ge. 50. 5. If you do thus to your 


Parents, the Lord will proſper you , if not, curſe you, all the peo-: 


ple wereto ſay, 4en. When a curſe waspronounced againſt awicked 
child. 2. He (hewed his bonouring of him by theſe effeas. 1. He 
ſent honourably for him, Ger. 45. #1 He preſented Him ro Pharaoh, 
Ges. 47.7. and uſed him reſpefively when he was with him, Gen. 


2 very honourable butyall. Thus he honoured him in private, n 


Chan: to the worlds end, for lighting his old Father, 3. He ſuc- | 
coured his Father, readily-and abuundantly hee promiſed it. 


Gen. 45.11- And accordingly performed it. 47- Ger, 12, Honour, 
is required expreſſely in rbe Commandement, and love followerh 
neeeffarily from this. . And 1 Tim. 5.4. the other is injoyned. 
If I muſt either ſee my. Father ſtarve or my ſonne, I muſt releeve 
my Father firſt. "0 OS | | 

His faults are few, there is nothing ſpoken of any thing done 
amiſſe by Hordecet , Nehemiah, Efter, little by Tofiah , Moſer , Noſeph. 
t» He ſwore Ger, 42. 15+ 16, Undoubtedly it was a finne. i. The 
matter did not require an oath. 2.. He ſhould not however have 
frorne by the life of Phargoh: yer there were ſome things to exte-/ 


then to reveale this tobe anoath, ſocatching a thing as a raſh oath 
may befall a good man, .. Ms - | | 
Learne therefore totake heed ofcommitring faults ordinarily pra- 


takeheed of this common fault , an oath. 4 
| Secondly, hedid trench a little too neare upon an untruth, you 
are ſpies, ſaithhe, and ro ſee the nakednefle of the Land are you 
come. This was ſpoken of him meecrely by way of probation, and 
not with an intention of accuſing them, but trying them, it was a 
long tronie. 
Now follow the croſſes and benefits which 7ſeph bad, His affli- 
Aions weremany, I. The batred of his brethren which procceded 
from envy. 2. They conſulted to take away his life, Ger. 35. Say*| 


what wif become of his dreames , but God raiſed up Rewben at that time, 
to ſhew him favour for his Fathers ſake, becauſe he knew how deare 
he was to /ac0b, and he perſwadedthem notto be ſounnatural!, as 
to imbrue their hands in their brothers blood, bur rather ro caſt 
him intoa pit, todeliver bim out of their hands for the preſent, 


30. 2. Viſited. bim inhis fickneſſe,. Ger. 48. 1. 3 He ſhewed great | 


publike, alive and dead, The eye of him ( ſaith Salomon) that deſpiſer! | 
Father or Mother , the Eagle of the valley ſhall picke out , Curied is 
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ſold him for abond-ſlave to Afidianir:ſh Merchanr. 4. Hee ſerved 
as | 
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25 2flavein the houſe of Puriphar, and toyled , and moiled there | 4. He fervea' 


like ſome baſe perſon, though God ſhewed him ſome favour by 4 \ py 
houſe, 


inclining his Miſtreſſes heart rowards him , bur all was over tur- 
ned againe, by meanes of his lewd Miftreſſe. ES 
| Fittly, hewas caſt into priſon by his Miſtreſles falſe accuſation ,| 5. Hewas 


'and there he layar leaſt for two yeares, Pſal. 105. till the iron entred RE 
inte bis ſole, that is, hewas ſo laden wich chaines, thar his fleſh was | tale accuſati« 
\caten with them. + 7 4 Ok 

| Sixtly, He was forgorten by the chiete Butler. —T— - 
| Be ye thankfulro God, if you have eſcaped many of theſe crofles, bake, " 
| make your croſſes eaſe, by laying them by the-hard ones of Joſeph, | TheVſeofal 
' who was berter then you : then learne to prepare for crofles, for. oor as _ 
ger.not what you may be, ſlaves, accuſed of foule crimes, prepare TE 
'forche hatred of your Brethren. h 

| Secondly his Benefits. | = 

The Lord beſtowed nponhim a great number of Benefits. 
Firſt ſpiricuall. 

| Secondly Narurall. WW 2 - 

Firſt for ſpirituall. The Lord' was exceeding gracious ro his | r.Spirimuall. 
ſoule, nor only giving him the outward Ordinances, which he en- = _ +I 
joyed in his Fathers houſe, then the Church of God, for then the | ordinances, 
forme of rhe Church-Governement was domeſticall ; where hee | and was made 
had ſacrifices , circumciſion, and teaching by the Prophers of | 297 Þy "heme | 
] |God. viz, His Grand-Father Iſaack, and his Father lacob, for 1. 
} Tſaack lived till he was of yeares fit for teaching, bur alſo vouchfa- { 
| |fing by theſe Ordinances to worke Faith, and crue holineſſe in his 
heart, ſo thar he was an heire of the righteouſnefle of fairh, 'and 
partaker of the promiſes made to his Fore-farhers. And this is the 
greateſt of benefits thar can be granred a man in this life, even-ro ! 
cauſe him ſo to live in the Church, as to become an holy man, that | 
is arrue member of the ſame, 4 - 

So God cealr with 7ſaac, and with Zacob, andar laft alſo witho- | 
ther Pacriarchs, /acobs ſonnes, and Joſephs. Brethren : buthe ſan- 
ained Ioſeph berime, andler his Brethren runne on a. lonpercittie, 
inthe courſe of unregeneracie. Wherefore beloyed-brethten , ler 
each of us ſo looke upon che go0dnefſe of God to Toſeph, asro 
| [conſider whether himſelfe have attained the ſame. favour, even 
| [to bee ſanftified, and ro bee made a true believer, an -koly man gp 
| [aSaint of God, wee muft bee Saints ia this life, if ever wehope 
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to come to the fellowſhip of Saints hegeafter. 


|| Tf any of you finde himſelfe to bee converted; and ſee that 
| |G © D hath dealt very favourably wich him , as with Ioſeph, 
; ]and that perhaps alſo in his Childe-hood , and: Youth; ler him 
| {enlarge himſelfe in chankes , and ftirre up his heart to bleſſe 
the great and Holy Name of GoD, for this benefit, and-the 

greateſt of all benefits, and let him prize and efteeme. this gopd- | 
| |2cſſe of God, ata high rare. I wt other's f 
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2. He was 
confirmed in 
goodneflc, 


 Gex. 


| and waxe worſe than before. The envy and hatred of his Rre. | 
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I Pet.5-10- 


Jer. 3.23. 


TI, Naturall. | 


r. In Genes 
rall. 
Gene 39.2.2 3e 
He was a pio- 
| ſperous Man, 
r.lob, 


| 


| 


2. More 
particularly, 


x; Goddeli. 
vercd him our 
of heavy and 
grievous ca» 
.lamirics, 


The Example of Cuan, 39, &e. 
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| Secondly, the Lord having made him good did confirme him in 
his goodneſſe , {or that hee was not turned our of the wayes of | 
Righteouſnefſe, by all the changes and alterations thar befel} | 
him. | | 
His fathers indeed exceſſive and ſomewhar fond affeftion, did | 
not make him waxe conceired, and fo decline to evill WayesS, | 


* 


thren could not make him forſake the trade of piety , and. joyn | 
wich chem in their diſordered courſes, His ſervice in Patiphars | 
idolatrous houſe, nor his preferment there conld nor alter ; | 
His Miſtrefſes love and ſolicitations did nor change him , 
nor the irons eating in his ſoule, did not diminiſh goodnefſe in 
him ; nay his high and ſudden preierment in Azyprt. did not make | 
him forget God, and turne either an Myyptian idolarer, or a | 
wicked man: bur Joſeph was Joſeph till, in all his rofſin-:$s and 
tumblingsof bis eſtate; if you be ſtill good in all eſtates, adverſe 
and proſperous as J O S EP H was, magnifie Gogs grace, that 
hath eſtabliſhed you in every good word and work, and confeſſe 
chat you have ſtood by his yo bur it any have declined or 
back.ſlided from his goodnefle. 

firſt workes, returning to God, who calleth back-ſſiders, and pros 


miſes to hea'e their back {liding. 


So much for Ioſephs fpiricuall benefits, now for the narurall 


benefits, | 
And firſt in generall. He wasa proſperous man, and God made 


all hedid to proſper, both in Puriphars houſe, and in the Priſon, | 


So God proſpered David where ever hee went, and 10b too for a 
while; this brings contentment ro a mans ſelte, and gerteth him 
a good eſteeme from others. : 

Seerthereſore whether God vouchſafe you this mercy, aſcribe} 
the praiſe of 10vrproſperity to him, and let this goodneſſe allure 
you ro love, feare andovey him, toſeeke his honour, and ro doe 
all good with that proſperity of thine, bur if contrarily , God 
croſſeth any of you, and ſers himſelfe againſt you ſo, that nothing 
thrives with you, ſee Gods hand that doth walke contrary to 
you . andfinde our the cauſe, and curne this adverſicv, into an 0c- 
caſjon of the greateſt proſperity. _ ; 

There is a ſanQiified adverſity, as well as curſed proſperity, las 
bour tofeare God, and walke in uprightnefle before him , and dif- 
eſtcemeearthly things. And ſo much for his genera!l good eſtate, 
more particularly. 7 
 :Firſt God delivered him-out of ſore , heavy, and grievous ca- 
lamities, and by his ſpeciall providence, andin a manner, more 
then ordinary. # | 

Firſt when his Father ſent him to bis Brethren, heloſthimſclfe | 


e, ler him ſeehis miſery, anddoe his | 


wandring abour, and knew not where to go, then God cauſeda man 
; to: 
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ro meet him that ir may ſeeme did know him, and told him where | 
he ſhould finde his Brethren. | 

| Secondly,when his Brethren conſulced rocake away his life, God 
raiſedup Kerben to deliver him, and when they thoughr afrer ro | 
{have diſpartchchim, che Merchants cameby, and ſo God rook chem | 
' off then ; when he was in bondage, God inclined Pxtiphars heart 
cowards him, and his Maſters likewiſe in the priſon, and laſtly, the 
Bucler remembre2d him when he hadlong lien there, and by thar 
meanes God broughr him our of the priſon, and advanced him ro 
be chiefe Officer in Fgypr. Je 

| Thus you ſee ſtrange and happy _— out of miſery , ſo that 
' Joſeph might well have called God by rhe fame tirle, char his old 
; Father Jacob did, the God that delivered his ſoule our of all adver- 
ſity, as Pavidalſo intitles him. Hath God ſtrangely alſo delivered 
you our of great miſeries, eicher from keeping tt.em from falling 
- upon you, when in all likelihood they muſt have come, or in help- 
-ing vou, when your ſelves cou'd ſee no way our? it fo, acknow- 
ledge Gods Providence and goodnefle, and forget not him in our 
good eſtate, that remembred you inyour low eſtare : let choſe that 
are in miſery, learne to caft themſelves upon God, as Joſeph did, 
ſubmic, be parienr, cruſt in him. E 

; TheLordia bringing his ſervants into calamities,avmes ar their | 
| berrering bv them, and bis Glory in their deliverances : learne pa- 
rience therefore and confidence. So you ſee how Geod pulled him 


out of evils. 
. - Next conſider what good things hee ſtored him withall} , for in- | , Helaged 
deed he Jaded him with benefits,as it is in the Pſalme. And ro begin | himwithbe- | 
wich che gifts of his mind. nefies | 
Firſt che Lord gave him that extraordinary gift of Interpreting | 1, Godgare 
Dreames, even from his childehond almoſt, with which hee fur- | binthe gitcof 
niſhed Darielroo, and made ic a meanes of greatprefermetit ro chem | M*Pretins | 
| borh. | SH a TAR 
You know how readily hee could te! che Butler and the Ba- 
ker, * hat was meant by three vine branches, three -daves, and the | 
wrin2ing of chem into Pharaohs Cup, and giving them into Pharaohs | 
hand, rhe reſtoring of him againe unto his office. So in the Dream | 
of the orher ſervant of Pharaoh, 3. Baskers arc three dayes, the ea- 
'ingof mear out of rhe higheſt by the foules, upon his head, ſigni- | 
hed the devouring of his fleſh by birds, after rhat Pharaoh had han- 
gedhim on the third day. So for Pharaths Dreames ; the number | 
of the kine, and eares of corne 7, and: 7, ſignifying each ſeven 
yeeres, the qua'ity of the kine and eares, full and good eares, with 
far, fleſhie, and well favouredkine, plentifull yeares ; thin, blaſted; | 
and empty eares, with leane i] fleſhed and ill favoured kine, yeares 
of famine. The caring up of the far and goodly by the leane; the 
urter forgerting of rhe paſt abundance, bythe following of the fa- 
wine, and the number of dreames, LR 
Ccc 2 
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Secondly , the certainty andnecre approaching of the things 


apt theſe dreames were to1:nifie theſe things,and when God gave 
ro Joſeph the ſpiritof Interpretation , how eaſe the interpretation 
| is, and how fr and handſome, as it were, all things ſorting fo rea- 
ſonably for ſucha meaning. Doubtleſje this interpretation by its 
| owne cleareneſle, and firneſſe, did carry the credit of cruth with ir. 
| Now at thoſe times, when God did pleafe ro make Dreames an or- 
| dinance of his, for the revealing of things neceſſary, ir was a ſpe- 
ciall favour ot his rogive the power of interpreting them too.for 
whatis a dreame if it be nor interpreted, bur a meanes of perplex- 
ed thoughts and feares? Now God that gave power to ſhew the 
meaning of Dreames, when Dreames were his Ordinance, is able 
alſoro give the gift of interpreting his Word unto men, ſeeing the 
| Wordis now his Ordinance, for rhe revealing of alltruth to men, 
| needfall ro ſalvation. 
We muſt beſeech God ropowre gifcs upon his ſervants now, e- 
| vento give unto his Miniſters skill and will, ro become faichfn!] 
dinary gift this way, lethim be thankfull coGod,and uſe ir for cheir 
good thatneedir. 
| Another gift of his mind, was great wiſedome and dexterity to 
mannage any buſineſſe committed to his charge : You ſec how hee 
diſpatched marters io the great honfhold of Putiphay fo. that they 
perceived thar all things went well. which could not have bin ſo, 
it the perſon that ordered. all, had not had an excellent head ro 
guide them; and after, when he was in priſon, by little and licrle 
his Maſter found our his excellent ſufficiencies, ro doe any worke, 
and therefore, as the former maſter did, ſo hee intruſted him with 
a'l. And when from ordering a family,he came to order the whole 
Kingdome of Xgypt, heunderwent that buſte and coilefome work 
wich ſo muchdiſcretion, as gave rhe King and all his people con- 
rent, ſo that to Joſeph, Pharoah (ene them, and unto Jolepn they 
gladly repaired. | 
| Ir isafiogular favour, when God gives one, as they call ir, a 
goed Head-piece, an aprneſſe and firnefſe ro contrive marters diſ- 
 creetly, and ro order them prudently, as it is ſaid of the Depury 
in the 4#s, that he was 4 prudent man, one that could reſolve and 
| Execure well, and ſquare out fic meanes for cach end, and {ollow 
itaccordingly, 


NIF, L, and to SOLOMON, and to many good men, and 
the ſame was found out alſo in AcH1TOPHEL and in bad 
men. Ir is not 3 gifr of holinefſeproper ro thoſe. who muſt bee 
ſaved, buta gi't which the Lox Þ ſees firte-for the common 
benefic of Man-kinde , to beſtow upon wicked -and unſanQified 
men. 
| Indeed 
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which was to bee ſurely and inſtantly fulfilled. You ſee how | 


interpreters of his Word, and it God do give to anv an extraor- 


This wiſedome as well as other Learning, was given to Da-' 
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| Gen, l O SEP He CHar. 39, GC, | 


| Indeed many times God chooſerh,rather che ſimple heads of the 
world, then theſe nimbleanddeepe partes, that ir may appeare tis 
of his grace, and norof nature, that men bee godly and vertuous; 
Bur an excellent gift it is, and makes way for toeir preferment in 
worldly things thar bave it, bur ler them which haveir rake heed 
of ſuffering it to degenerate intro Craft, for then ir will become 
pernicious. WH, | © 2 _—_ 
Craft is naturall wiſedome, ſeparated from Juſtice, Truth, Cha- | Craft, what ir 
riry, and other graces, and joyned with falſehood, injuriouſneſſe, |** 
and ſelfe-love, as ir were a weapon ih the hands of Traytors, a fort 
poſſeſſed by Rebels, by which rhey doe make warre againſt their 
Prince. | : _— je : RE Sev Ol 
Againe, take heed that you waxe not proud of this gifc, bur ſtir 
up your ſelves to blefſe God forit, and make nſeof ic for the good 
| and benehi of ſimpler heads, and not only. for your particular ad- 
vantage, and Jlermen be carefull to. beg, not onely, natura!l, bur 
{ ſpirituall wiſedome of God, both are promiſed by him. 
Thus farre of his gifts of minde, I goe on toſpeake of externall 
{ gifts, I meane che good things thar were withour himlelfe, | : 
The firſt is, that where ever. he came, hee .was eſteemed, loved, | ;.Wheree- 
truſted. His Father loved him above all-his Brethren, andeſteemet | ver be came, 
| more of him, rhenof them all, and put confidenee.jn him, ſo that |meyrte” 
| he believed his reports of his Brethren apd obſerved:hisdreames : | cruſted, 
| his Maſter Puriphar, che Egyptian, lovedbim aboye all his ſeryancs; 
[andrruſted him with all his eſtare, and had him in.great-acconhr : 
| putting all into his hand: his miſtreſſe eſteemed him, bat roo mych; 
and Joved him roo-much , and: durſt craft, him with her-name 3nd- 
honour, in the caſe you know of ; then Pharaoh truſted him: wich 
-his ring, andthe. commandof all Agypt, and imployedhimin thar | 
| moſt important affaire of providing-andſclling Corne, and whac| 
eſtimation he had with Pharaoh is evident, 'and what love, when for. 
his ſake he (© reſpeCted his Facher and Brethren as to giye therk the- 
land of Goſhen for a poſſeſſion, the people alſo they Joved and ho. 
noured him exceedingly, andeven pur their lives and.lands and41l | 
igto his hands. , SD rs | ET. 
A man more affeted, reſpeRed and eſteemed, then, Joſeph inhis 
time, no ſtory can name; it isa ſingular thing to bee loved, regar- 
ded, truſted, accounted, not only a wiſe, bprt a juſt, good , worthy 
man, andto have the good wils of men attending him ,alwayes. So 
It was with David,all loved and honoured him, bur he which ſhould 
have honoured him moſt, his father in Law, Saul. ler all firive by. 
ſhewing all Joſephs verrues, roger the good will, az of God, .ſo of | 
men, thatthey may be capable ofdoingand receiving ſomnch mare 
good, by how much he hath more command in the .hearrs ofmen.. _ 
Indeed Gods people have lived ſomerimes amongſt ſo eyilt | 
perſons , and info evill dayes, thar their vertues have begor- | 
ten hatred and reproach , but if menspratice be not evill, and 
2 Gee 3 times | | 
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4» He had 
oreatourward 
preferments 


5. He had 
firong and 
able body. 


| Church. 


and ſeeke after; but to have it caſt upon man, by God, for his good 


[| benefic. 


Gen. The Example of Crap, 29, &c. 


times be nor very bad, good carriage will get good will and good 

eſteeme, be nor ſo farre carried with mens words and liking, as to. 
condeſcend to their ſinfull courſes , for the attaining thereof, bur 

fo farre, as faithfnl), wiſe, loving and vertuons behaviour will win 

men, every man ſhonld labour and ſeek to procure the affetions of 
others. 

Secondly, Joſeph had great outward preferment, he was made a 
chiefe Commander and Counſellor of State in Zgypr, to reach 
his Senators wiſedome, as is in the Plalmes , and withall hee had an 
hearc given him to uſe his preferment well, for the common bene- 
firof mankind, and opporrunity too, to uſe it for the parricuſar 
good of his farher and family, and for the preſervation of the 


To be preferred unto a place of great honour and authority, is | 
a thing that moſt mens eyes doe gaze after, and ambitiouſly wifh 


deſervings, and then robe ſo bleſſed inir, as to make ira meanes of 
benefitting many, eſpecially the Church of God, this is a great 
| | 
Sodid Heſter uſe her preferment, and Mordecay his , fo Daniel 
his, ſo David and Solomon theirs : you are not likely any of you, to 
come to very high place, yer who can tell perhaps, there may bee 
ſome young ſcholler or other amongſt you, that may come to high 
lace ; ler me ſpeake ſuch a word tohim now, that may come into 


is heart hereafter and dochim good. Tf you be advanced, ftriveco | 


doe good to the Common-Weale, andler the Narion fare the ber- 
rer for you: ſtrive to do good to your kindred,% the Church, though 
che Church may nor conſiſt onely of yourfamily. 


Honour and grear titles, and offices, .will be bar like a high gib-| 


ber, to expoſe men unto _ if they be uſed at che Comman- 


dement of ſelfe-love,and other vices, bur happy is, and ſhall he be, | 


thar hath Joſephs preferment, and Joſephs heart couſe ir according 
co his example. 

But woe unto thoſe perſons which being lifted up ro honour 
prove like a ſtone in a ſling todeftroy many, and chiefely to batter 
downe vertue and piety and them that follow ir. 

Thirdly for gifts of bodje, Joſeph had a ſtrong and able body, 
as appeares by his living toa 11o yeares old. This is agreat bene- 
fittorhem inwhom it is found in the way of righteouſnefle, live 
ſo, young men, that you may be capable of it: and you that are 
old, be thankefull if God bave granted you ic in the ſame manner 
as he did to Toſtph, even'to be Jong inthe world toenjoy the com- | 
forts 'of the world as he did. For he was thirty yearcs old at his | 
preferment, & therforc he lived in thar flouriſhing honour ful eighty | 


yeares. ' 'A happy recompence for all the ſervice bee did to the | 


Church of God; and for his true feare of Godnor offending him, ro 
get his Miſtreſſe favour, and to tiſe that way. 


For 
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! [nefle, was even apaire of ſtaires to. lifr.him up into the place of | 


«4 FLY 7 * * ; x: Tos fs wm ! m7 & - ; 
| honour, wherein the Lord cauſed himfo continuecighty yeares. 
| His goodnefſle in CORY i Dis brochers faulrs , mage riem | 
! [hate him, his, goodneſſe. in denying his Miſtreſſcs ollicirations, 


made her hate him. q 7 


| | Theirhatredimade him a ſlave, ber hatred made him a priſoner, 
; [bondage and -inipriſonment brought him acquainted, with the 
Sag +8 > ” Anq 16 do of ns PBs t0þ 4nd i TAIT 
cltiefe Butler.y made. thimſel e known to Pharach, and obroughc 
him upto this exceeding beight, of place, . Blalſed be God for his 
goodneſſe ro his people  go-man ſha ll, bazard he lfe eo temporal 
miſery for con'ciencelaky bor PA ure Num with 2 hundred | 
fold (atleaſt more comfort) here, as well: as wich life eternall 


hereafter, Let /oſephs wages make y u Horafraid , ſo farre as you are 
called to it, to doe Joſephs worke,. 


Jt 1s, to ſayand doe good, and 
 forbeare evill, though you incurre hatred and danger, and much 
affi&ion thereby. ; 6 Hee was 
 Laftly, /oſeph was bleſſed too in his poſterity, to make bis well- | blefed roo in 
 fareup fully , be lived to ſee the ſonnes of 47anaffeth and Ephraim hig | P's poſterity, 
two ſonnes, and he lived to ſee the part of the birch-right even the 
double portion conferred upon his children, and thar by the mouich 

{his Farher, inſpired by God , when he made his laſtwill. LTacob 

adopted his two ſonnes to himſelfe ro make two Tribes, and God 
' made themn both grear ., but eſpecially rhe younger; be made him 
a principall Tribe for poſſeſſions, and command afterwards ; and 
this alſo is ſome fſatisfation to a Farther, if he know thar his 
children after him ſhall flouriſh for many generations. 

O that we could feare God and follow true vertue and piety as 
Tofeph did, that he might blefſe us alſo as he did him, in our ſelves 
and poſteriry, inour ſtate and our name, in our bodies, and in our 
ſoules, and 1n all that pertaineth to us according tohis promiſe. 
And lerall that feare Go4J be aſſured; that fo farre as is good for 
them, the Lordwill 'give them proſperity in theſe things, forhe 
mace the ſame promiſes to all his people and will confirme them, ! | 
| | fo fare astheyare capable, and it. may ſtand with their ſpirituall! | 


good. 
Now you have beard of 7oſephs life, conclude we with the con- 


| cluſion of his life, his death. | _ 
| His death, 
: 
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.- .Eorneither honours, nor favours, nor grace, nor any thing cou'd : 
Keefe death away , and ir muſt befall me ,and you, and all thar now | 
live and areto live bereafrer: onely marke that he dyed a godly and 
comfortable death , for in the cloze of his life, he made profeſ.. | 

ſion of his being an Hebrew , not an Egyptian, by taking an oath | 
ot them for tbe carrying of his bones intorbe Land of Canaan, gave | 
them a promiſe of their returne rthither , which was alſo an exerciſe | 

of his faith, ro demonſtrate his comfortable expeartion of life 1 
Mg whereof the Land o_— was a figure. You arenot 
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F> | Gen. The Example of Cup. 20 yang | 


ignorant Brethren, that within the compaſſe of an bundred yeares 
a minute being compared to eternity , the whole number of you 
muſt be as well as Zoſeph dying and dead men. Be intreated ro 
| divorce your hearts from ſinne, the cauſeof death , from the world, | 
which ar death you muſt leave, and from men which cannot helpe 
you, neither in nor after, death, and labour ro ger righteouſnefle 
which will deliver from death , ſome aſſurance of heaven, that ye 
may have a place of comfort after death, and intereſt into Chriſt, 
who can ſave you from the hurt of death- And theſe things it 
you atraine, you 'may triumph over death with Pax/s 
queſtion, Deathwhere #« thy Sting # elſe death 
will triumph over you, with the queſtion 
of Chriſt, whoſe then ſhall be theſe 
things of which thou glorieſ # 
So much of 
Teſeph. 
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relation ro 1geph, he was Joſephs Steward ; for as Toſeph ſowed , ſa 
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BS of, whom wee capnor name to ou, for 
Be the Scripture giveth him no pam: art all, 
& He bath agoodnamea goodreportin Scrip- 
T ture for a 2avd man, but no name, thar is, 
@ no particuiar ſurgame , or proper name, 
I D dy which he was uſually knowne and dir 
PR ESP ASH tinguiſhed from other men of his Coun- 
ONS \ = << try or progenitors : of his birth or death 
OA we bave nothing, bur he is fer forth by his 


% OC 


did he reape, what a kind of ſervant ard. Steward himſclfe was ta 
Putiphar , fuch a kind of Steward in ſomedegree , did God provide 
for him. He bimſeife was a good ſervantto- his Maſter, and him- 
ſ-!le being a Maſter, enjoyes a good ſervanr to himſelfe ; many 
tines the Lord ſees fit ro bring a mans good deeds inta his: own 


leſephs Stew- 
ard. 
His name is 


not exprefled | 


in Scripture, . 
neither any 
thing ſaidof 
his birth or. -. 
death :he was 
agoodſervant. 


boſome, a good child to his Parents , bath gaod children mow) 
| elte, 
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himſelfe , a good ſervant hath good, {civants,2nd ſomnthereft. Ler| 
this iccourage ycu that be in the place of ſervants , ro performe } 
| your dutics diligently unto your domeſtica] Rulers your Maſters, j 
for by this meanes you may Jay up for your ſelves, acomfortable| 
hope of being ſerved with like care and diligence your ſelves, God 
| | no doubr hath a ſpeciall band in diſpoſing of ſervants to every | 
[ | Maſter, it is he tbat ordereth things ſo, as ſuch a man hath good, 
4 and ſuch a one bad ſervants, men often uſe great care to choole a 
ſervant, and meete with a very | ad one ccrtrary ro all their hopes 
and care, againe ſometimes by meerc caſualty almoſt men light | 
| upon a very good ſervant. 
ER. zood | More particularly his carriage was good tO his Maſter, and to: 
| ro his Maſter | the ſtrangers, brethren to bis Maſter, but not by him knowne foto | 
| cg — he. Tcacbable, they learnt ſome knew!ledge of the tive God from 
1.Teachable, | him. The God of your Fathers, ſaitl. he, and 30uy Ged Farh given jou this 
Gen, 43-23 |preaſuwre, How came iÞis man to know a diſtinQion of Gods ? 
| | How came he to kncw that they had a God of their owne , peculiar 
to them and to their Fathers , which was not then acknowledged 
| | robethe God ofall the world > Egypt had many Gods, this man 
2 acknowledgeth one God, and that one God which was acknow* | 
| ledged and worſhipped by theſe men and by their Forefathers. Iris | 
| | not likely, that /oſephto'd bis Steward, that theſe were his brethren, | 
but it. is undoubtedly manifeſt , that they were ſome ſuch as he knew | 
tobe worſhippers of the true God, which hee knew by ſome few | 
men, tobe worſhipped in the Land of Caraar. Therefore you ſee | 
how kindly be ſpeakes. to them, that a man may even perceive by 
his words}, that they were ſo much dearer to him, becauſe they 
pertained tothat Cod. This was the more obſervable , becauſe he 
was an Egyptian ſervant, O char all you which be ſervants trogodly 
| Governour> , would learne ſforre goocneſſe from them, even to 
know and ſerve God ; you all bave ſore knowiedge of that ore |} 
God : bur learne alſo the ſeare and love of rhat Ged, the fircere and 
careſull worſhipofrhat God from your Govetnours, that would fa'n 
| | reach it you , and would count themſc)ves happy if you weuld learne 
{ itfrom them. Bur fora ſervant tolive inthe family of a. Zoſepb , thar | 
 laboureth to reach godlinefſe unto him by word and example, and 
| | yet declares bo ſenſe Dor feeling of God, no krowledge or reſpe@ | 
| of bim, bow great a finne is this, and bow certainely ſhall this 
Steward of 7oſeph riſe up againſt ſuch in judgement > 
| »-Hewn of Burſeccndly , Joſephs ſervant was a very obſequicus and dutiull 
| very dutifull | ſervant, whatſoever his Maſter bad him doe was preſently dore, 
PE | £+ 42+ ver. 25. 1oſeph commanded him 10 fill their ſackes with corne 
as much as they cc uld carry , and to purterery mans morey 10to his 
ſackes mouths, and to put his ſilver cup in the youngeſt ſackes | 
mouth , and his corne money , and he did according to his Maſters 
| words, and c. 44.4, He bids bim runne after them, and ſay , #t»y| 
| beve yow reewyned cvill fer goed? 4 met thus the cmpin mhich - n=" | 
rinkes 
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arinks, and for »Mch he would make diligent ſearch, for ſol thinke ir | 
ſhould be rendred , for the matter of divining was farre ecough from | 152: 25 9n 
. : cevill at and { 
loſephs. Loe the obedience of this ſervanr ; he by the light ofna- | yQtavwull. 
cure withour Scripture, was taught to doe that , and did it, which 
the holy Scriptures teacheth us to doe, viz. to be obedient to our 
Maſters,as you rcade by Saint Paul ro the Epheſe.. Co:of. As alſoto 
| Timorhie, and by Peter. Therefore they are to be blamed , that living 
in times of clearcr light, andenjoying more helps towards vertue, 
| are yet farre leſſe obedience then this man was. | 
| ÞAvvineger totheteeth, and ſmoake to the eyes, fo 1s a ſloathfull meſ-| <.tomein 
[ ſerger to | im that ſinds him, and even ſo is a {loathfull or carelefſe | Proverb. 
ſervant tO them that imploy him: as vineger. ſers the teerh anedge, 
ſmoak makes theeyes to mart, ſotheſe provoke anger and gricfe in 
their Governours, Fulfill rherefore the honeſt commandements of 
your Governours , witch ſpeed and diligence, what things they ap- 
point you to diſpatch, let them be diſparche4 in fit ſeafon, and 
manner. Ifrt o1 werta Maſter thou wouldſt have ſuch a ſervant, be 
thou thicrOre fuch a one, and do as thou wouldſt be done by. 
O but his Matter (may ſowe ſay) bad bim doe that which was 
f rotlawfull, viz, Tolay ſnares for rhe men, in putting the cup into 
| Benjamins ſacke unawares to him, and then following after chem 
' with a grievous accuſation that they had done great wrong , and 
ſhewed great ingratitude in taking away his Maſters cup, and ſo 
{ bringing rhem backe as if they bad beene great malefators. | 
| anſwere, that ir is probable,/oſeph had acquainted his Steward with 
| his meaning, that hedid this notwithan intention of bringing them. 
! into ſervirude, or doing rhem any wrong, but making a litrle fur- 
ther trvall of them for ſome conſideration, and ſo the thing was 
not. ill done of /oſeph , nor of him. Ler your obedience , therefore 
:now its dve limits , obey your Maſters in all things, fo farre as. 
| juſtice znd your duty to God will perm.r. 
Thirdly, lis carryage to Joſephs brethren was very kind and cur- | 3,Hewas 
reous, he brirgs them to his Maſters houſe, ſpeakes comfort »1y | yeuy kind 
x ML | : curteous to 
| cothem, faith geace be to you , freeth them from their feares , | 16g; bre. 
wherewith they were perplexed, liſts up tleir hearts ro God , and'| thren. | 
faith, he had given them that money , brings $S1»con forth to | 
bem whom rhey had left bound behind, and gives ttem water to 
| w2ſh their feet, and provender to their Cattle, Loe what ſtore of 
| kindneſſe and courteſie he ſhewes to theſe ſtrangers > his Maſter 
aprointed him to bring them ro his houſe , bur all the other 
kind uſage is from himſelfe as ir were an over-plus , befides that 
which was enjoyned him, our of agood and affable narure, and 
out of ſome good will he bare them, becauſe be bad beene 1nfor- 
med of rhe God of their Fatbers. | 
Now let him be an Example to us, of practiſing like curtehie to | 
ſtrangers, and ſpecially when we ſee them troubled and grieved, 


and moſt ofa!). if we perceive them tobe ſervants to the true go 
earne 
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learne that vertue of this Steward , though hee was a ſervant, and 
bond-man , yet it was to /oſeph. 

Thas have 1 finiſhed the Examples of the Booke of Geneſes 
which containes a ſbort and briefe ſtory of rhe things done from 
the beginning of the world ro the death of Toſeph, for the ſpace as 
it is thought by ſome, of 2309 years or therabouts, and of ſome, of 
60 mote , becauſe they doe differ injudgement, ſo much about the 
| age of Terah , when he begat Abraham. 
| The mainething in the wiole ſtory to be obſerved is, how won- 
derfully the providence of God , wrought by degrees, to bring his 


| Church from out of the loynes of £4%raham, and to make ita oreat 


and mighty Nation , which was bura little family, preſerving 
ruth ,/and Religion, in that houſehold and lineage, 
when hee ſuffered all other Nations bylittle 
and little to follow their owne way 
and runne into Idolatry and 
abominations- 


Gen. The Example of GCuay. 39, &c.| 
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Conrteeus Reader, | 
His Booke being prinred by 3. Printers, each of them 
began the parts which they printed with new numbers. | 
But for the Readers helpe in this Index, before the numbers | 
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eAbel. ; Azels death par. 37. | 

WSPPRrs Bc what it fgnifics, p. 29. | eAbimeltch, | 

. Y Abel his birth, ibid. | 

oF Abel his virtues, pag.z0.| eAbimelech, nothing ſaid of his birth | 
h "OC. | and death, page I97. 

5 Abel was paincfull in his Abimetech, his fault in being too. 

! 


calling. page.30.. luſtfull, pag. 197.ard a 3L. 

eAbel was rcligious, p4g.3T. '  Abimelech, 1s virtues, p4g.195. 

Abel cftered in faith, pag 32. | Abimelech ſpecdily and readily obcy- 

eAbel was righteous, pag. 33. ed God, pag.198, 

«bel, no ſinne of him mentioned in ; eAbimelech acquainted his ſervants , 
Scripture and why ? Page. 3g. : with Gods pleaſure, p4g.200. | 
Abels proſperity, pag. 36,0. Abimelech admoniſhed Abraham 
Abel God had reſpe& unto bis gifts, | and Sarah of their fault, pag. 200. 
page. 36. | | eAbimelech reſtored Sarahand alſo 
Abel, God gave witneſlc of his ac- | ſatisfied Abraham, pag.201. 
cepting of his gifts, pag. 36.  Abimulechgranted Abraham liberty 

eAbels adverſity, pag.z7.0c.  todwell in his country, p4g.202, 
eAbel was hated and killed by his bro- ' eAbimelech takes notice of Gods 


ther, P4837. | 5ocdnefle to eAbraham, page 203, *' 
» PAS b 4d pag p 70 
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; The Index. F 


Abimelech very probable he was a Abraham was loving _ 0} 


his wite, pa 
' oodly Man, page 205. | » Pag.TO1, 
'y  bimelech took not Rebekkah from; Abraham loved his two ſonnes very 
Tſaac though he affirmed her to be bis | well, pag.ror. 


| 
| 

| | 
her, pag-431, | Abraham provided a good wife for | 
| 


* 


| 
| 
| A4bimelech conſtrued T/aacs ſport | 1/asr, 104, . 

with Rebekkab in the beſt ſence, page | Arabems patience towards God, 


432, ; | pag.103. | 
Abimelech tould T/aac plainely of his | Abraham moderately mourned for | 
' fault, page 4 32+ Sarah, page 503, | 


| ebimel:ch knew adultery was a fin, | Abrahams good carriage towards his | 
| and was unwilling to commic it, page , ſervants, p4g.1 OZ, 

433. | Abrahams carriage to bis kinſmen, 
| eAbimelech charged that non* ſhould page Los, 
wrorg Abraham or his wite, p47.4 34. £fbraham was peaceable, P4e-1O5. | 

4bimelech defired to make peace Abraham reſcued Lo? out of his ene- | 
with Iſaac, p22.4 34. | mics hands, p&g.TIo6, | 
|= Abimelechs benetits, pag.20 3. = Abravam was cUuragious.94,106, ; 
Abimelech, God mads him a King, Abrahams car:iavc to the SIGomites, | 
| p1g.203. | pg-197- 
Abimelech,God kept bim Tom com: | Abrahays prayed for them, Pag.107. . 
| mitting a ſin which elſe he would have +4 braha ſhewed kindneſſe and hus 


”2 2 CO OOOO—_ 


committed, pag.204. mantty to the Solomites he had taken, : 
\ Abimetech, God revealed humſelſe ro P4g-1+-8. 
himby adreame, p4g-205. eAbraham wou'd receive nothing ! 


! 


eAbimelech crofies, God ſiroke him fram the King of Sodome, pa.108, { 


4 


With fickneſſs and his women with Abrahams 200d carriage tothe Cas | 


' barrenneſle, pag.206,  navites, palog | 
| evrtham ſhewed lowly and res : 
eAbrabam, | ſpeFtive carriaze towards the Hzzrites, 
FT IRO, | 
' Abrahams btth, pas 94- | Abrahams carriage to Hephron, | 
 eAbrahams virtues, peg. 9+ [Page X85, | 
; Airbahams faith, pag 9 z. \ Abravams carriage to faucr, Eſbcol 
' Abraham feared God, pae.95+ and 17amre, pa.ilt. | 
Abraham vas obedicnt, p2-99. fAbravams cariiage to eAbimelech 
' efbrabam left his country ac Gods | p4g? I r2, NE ( 
commatid, paz.96, Abraham waketh a covenant with 
Abraham lived in tents at Gods | 416imelech, pai 12. | 
comman.:, pag.g6.  *bravam Ccaic plainely and bonn- | 
| Abraham circuunciſed himſclfe anc | ttuily with Abimelcch, pail, 
all his males at Gods command , | »-/brahams Sous carriage to airan- | 
page 96. goers, PAIN, | 
| Abraham cxpelled his wife Hagar ebrahums faults before his calling, | 


and ſonne Ihmaclat Gods command, : P4ge 114. 


— oro ww 


P48+97. | Abraham Was an idolater, pag.tI4.: 

Abraham would haye facrificed 1- | eZbrabams faults ater his calling, ' 

' ſaac at Gods command, pag 97. PAETIS, 

= Abrahams obedience the excellency | bravams weakeneſle of taithgp. 115 ; 

of it, pag. 97. | Abrahamhadacarnall feare of death, | 
Abraham was religious, pap.9%, | page T16. 


| Abraham was tracly bumble, pa.99.| Abrabamciſſembled, pag.117. 
' Abrahem trained up his family inthe | Abraham drew Sarah to fin 1ofarre 
knowledge of God, 'pag.100. | a$to danger her chaſtity, pag.l18. : 

| Abrahams: 


Ww, ” wwe on 


” OA. rt. an. 
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pe : The Index. 


| Abraham bad two wives, pag.119  hcefell ignotrevealed, pay.s. | 

| Abrahams benclits, pag.119,0c., | In eAdams (inrc weare to ſee our | 
Abrahams temporall benefits, He | own lintulnefle, p,8, | | 

had a good wife, good children, good | Advltery an bainous ſinne, p.a 32, |} 

fervants,good kintmen,faithful friends, | Afﬀetons, godlineflc oughtrobe the | | 

a good name, got a famous victory, | rule of them and not our pailions, pag. | 

pag. 119.07 = . 23.9 

| Abrabam,God did good to others for | 

his ſake, pag 125+ | 
eAbraham, God ſhewed favour to | | 

! him after his death, p4.135. eA fſlictons, wee are to prepare for , 

| Abrabams Spirituall bleſſings, God them, and to make a good ulco f them, 

called him from a falſe Religion ro the p9,10.493, | 

true, made him gratious promiſes, ap- | Affiz&tions, wearc not to goc out of 

! pcared divers' times to' renew thoſe them till God lead us our, p.73. 

promiſes,cntcred into 2 covenant with Afﬀiftons made caſy by comparing | 


? 

3 PINT 
oo _—__ —— 
[| 


eAfiiitions, 


him and bis ſeed, p. 126.6. | them with greater affictions of our bet- | 
Abrahams croſles, p.129- ters, 1.75.and b 92. 
Abraham changed his countrey and efffiieted ro be comforted by us, p. | | 
left bis fathers houſe, p.129. brr. 


| Abraham was uncertaine where hee AfiiZions, we ought to be thankfull 
! hould dwell, p.1 30. and not proud for our preſervation 


| dbraham ſuffered crofies in Lothis from them, p,91,92. 
kinſinan, p.1 32. | Aﬀiittsons, it 1s lawfull for us touſe | 
' eAbrahams wiſe was tWicce taken all &vvd meancs to come out of them, 
from him, p.1 32, P.b 12. | | 
Abrahams wife was barren,p.-132. i Age willnotquenchluft,p.218. 

A great jarre fell out betwcene A- | Anger ought not to make us breake 


braham and Sarah, p.132. forth into reviling ſpeeches, p.a 66, | | 
e Apparel of women ought to be mo=- 


| eAbrabam, Sarah his wife died be- | 
| fore bim, p.132- | deſt, p.141-+ 
| Abraham ſuffercd in Hagers ill car- | eAfter what it ſignifies,p.a 137. 
riage to Sareh, and running away being 
| with child, pag.133. B. 
| Abraham made to divorce Hagar and 
B abyloniaxs. 


| to ſend her away, p.133. 
eAbrabans Was kk. to thraſt 77- 


| wael his ſonne out of his family, page B Abylomians their faults, p,85,38, | 
134: ; Babylonians their puniſhment, pa, 
| 9 


eAbrahaw was croſſed many waics | 
in T/aac, p.134. | Bargames WE ought not to OVEr- 


Abrahams death, p.13F. reach one another in them, p.r1. 
| Abrahams confederares, their vir- Barrennefſe a croſle that may befall 

[tues, p.188, godly women, pag 147. | 
| Abrabams confederates were friends | ZBeafts, wee ought to have a care of | 


{ to him, p.188, them in our travailes,p,166, 

| Abrahams confederates helped him | PBenjamin what it fignifies, p.a 127. | 
and kept their covenant, p.190. Benefits of God ought to be remem- 

| Accnſation not to be believed till the | bred, and praiſe returned for them, p. 
| 


matter be weighed andtried, p.a 166. |a 55. 
| Common Yexefits not to bercſted in, 


| 


| eAdam, Sce firft Parents. ,168. 

| OO ; Common Benefits what uſe to make 

| Adawhbow long he continucd before | of them, p.a 1 68. ( 
| | D dd 2 Birth- | 


"IE. 


a 


| Caine was an hypocrite, p.18 


411 ak P19. 


Birth-right, what things conteyned | Caine murthered his brorher, p 
unde! 1t, P-3 25» | Sov 


| ro be polluted by Rexben,p.a 106, | Pag.20. 


| | Caine mutteredar.ddcfj paired, pap. 
: 2I, 
Bleſſings, Came perſiſted impenit In ady-in his 


| fins, p.22, 
Bl:ſſings Spirituili eſpecially to be Cains benefits, He had poſterity, 
ſought for, p.128. 
Bleſſings Spirituall God beſtowes | from the violence of allmen, and had 
| them 4 chi.deren, 61d. | | meanesto kcepe him from and draw 
Bleſſings Spiiiruall,to be bleſſed with | him out of ſinzp 22, 


The Index 

Rs m—_—_ 
AF. | 
' Bzlhab her linne in ſuffering her {c}fe | Caixedid not repent of his murder . | 


lived a long life, and was preſerved | 


| 


| 


| 


G 
: 


all is the greatelt favour of all, p4.262. Caines croſſes, God aggravarcd his 
a 85. _ | fault and ſenrenced bim for it, curſed 
\ Bleſſings temporall, Godto be prat-, the carth to him, he was full of ter- 
ſed for them, p.263. | ; TOI, P-23. 

| Bl:fſings temporal, the want of 

them nor to be aſcribedto the want of (lling. 


Gods love bur to his wildome, p.264. | 


Calliyg,diligence init no hinderance 


Bognty, | to piety, p.30, 

| | Cabling, ailigence in it what good it 
{ Boxnty of Godto the worlt men, p. brings, p.235.2 58. 

| 26. | Calling necelary to have one, p.33, 
| Bownty beſcemes arich man.p.113, ' 31534 244. 

Bounty may be extended to others as; Eff-uall Calling the greaceſt mercy 


{ wellas tothe pore, 5bid, : ; On carth, p.:126.4 13. 
| Boxmnty, commendation of it, pag. Eff: Quail Cling how it may bee 
208.102. knowuc, p.126,: 27. 


Bretheren wealthicr ought to helpe| Cenſurers miſt aprrobe, p.a 149. 
'to maintainc their poorer bretheren, p. Cer(wures we ought to be charitable 


;b 22, in them, p.a 32, 

|; Buying and ſelling men the originall ' 

Of it, p.1Gz. | Cham Sce Ham. 
Chaſtity. 


| Caine, h 9,10, | 
| Chaflity, thoſe eſpecially ought to 
' C" Aines birth, p.15. labour after ir who have beene over- 


| Canmes good Carriage, p-I 6.0 taken with the contrary vice,p.o TSS: 4 
Caine had a calling, p.16. 


 Caize was outwardly religtous,p. 16, Chil:ren, 
' Cazmebtuilta City, p.17. ; 
Caine had but one wife, p 17 Children ought not to marry with- 


Caines bad carriage, p.I7.c. out their Parents conicnt, p.159, 251, 
Caine was a wicked man, p.17, 252.4 27,59 60,157» 


C. [ 
Chaſtity an excellent virtue, pay. F 


| 


{ 


1 


| 


What { h5/dre ought to doe incaſe | 
Caine was vexed at his puniſhment, | their Parents weuld force themto mare | 
ag.*'9, ry unfir perſons, p.a 60. 
| Cainedidnot mend his fault, thongh| Children onghr decently to burey 
, he were gently admoniſhed by God ; their deceaſed Parents,p, 252. | 
Childeren,a fault in them to _ 
tneir 


—— — 
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| The Indi, 


WT 


their parents death,p.25 3. : 
({ hildren ought to obey their Pa- 


{rents, pag. 250 bs, 


Children ought to love, honour and 
ſuccour their Parents, pag. a I6, 17. 
b 2 Ps 24, 


Wearcto beat Coft in Gods ſervice, 
P- I $ » 24. | - £ : ; | | 
_ Corrteſy in our carriage commen- 
dable,p.110,191,192, 

Courage what it is, p,106, 
Conragions good mn ought to be, 


Youngeſt Children a naturall thing 
to love them, p.a 76. | 

Goily Chil4rex ought moſt to belo- 
ved, p.a 77, 

C »ildren,not togrieve over-much for 
their death, p.a 82, 

Children ought patiently to boare 
their parents negle, p.a 99. 

Ch:larex ought to ſubmit themſelves 
fo their parents inſtruQions, p.158. 

Children ought quictly to beare their 
parents chaftiſements, p.158. 

Childr:y ought not to put off their 
dutifulnefſe to their parents though 
they have dcalc hardly with them, pe. 
159. 

Childres that have good education 
2 grievous thing it is for them to fall 
into foule (ins, p.a 130. 
Child-bed,deliverance from the pe- 
rills of itis a matter for which publick 
thankes ought to be given, pay. a 104, 
I'O5. 


——_— 


te —. 


of Hearthen,p.a 116, 
| CPriftians ought to have the virtues 
of Heathen in a larger meaſtre, and 
better manner, and for better ends, 
P-117. 
Church, wee are not to fatisfie our 
ſelves in being outwardly in it, pag. 
158. | 
Church,ſoto live in it as to become 
a true member of it the greateſt bene- 
fit that can befall a man, p.b a8. 
Inferiours ought to (omplarne to 
their ſuperiours of the things they 
cannot redrefle themſelves, p.b 3. 
Comlaints, What cautions are to be 
uſed in making them, p.b 4. 
Contentiona (in, p.a 37, 38% 
Contentedxefſe of mind an excellent 
grace, p.2 56. 
Correions, not to 
great fin, p.214. 
Corrnptons, God to be praiſed for 
our preſervation fronithem, p.25. 


profit by them a 


p.106, | 
Conrage, meancs to procure it, pag. 
107. | | 
( 9venants made ought to be perfot- 


| 


mcd, p.190,191., 
Creation; 


Creation of man neceſlary, p. 2: 
Creation of man the time and mate 


| 


ter of it, p,3. 
Creator of us, God to be acknow- 
ledged, p.7. 


[oſſes Sec AﬀiiRions. 


Croſſes ſhould theme nothing to 
them that have truc faving grace, pag. 


| 


| 


| 


of them, p.a 177. | 
| Many that account themſelves Chrj- | (Foſſes to be without them a great 
flians come ſhort of the civill virtues Mercy, p-a 177. | 


| 


| hem wich an undejeRed countenance, 


Croſſes, a comfortable deliverance 


out of them a great mercy, p.a 177. 
Croſſes, we (hood make a good uſe | 


Croſſes, none ought to make us a 


weary of our lives,pa.s 99. | 
Croſſes, we ſhould labour to. beare 


P48.4 172, 
D. 


An what it ſignifies, p.a 126. 
To prevent . Dazger people of 


God ſubjc& to diflemdle, pag. 117. 
Wicked Dawghrters in law a great 

croſſe, pag.266, | 
D arkeneſſe,a hard matter to come 6ar 

of it, pag c 129. WW 


Death. | | 


| Death, what kindes of it Adam be-/ 
came ſubje& to by cating the for 
den fraeit, p4g.4,5. | 

Death, owe alwaies to expeR and: 


- 
em_—_—_—_ 


bid | 


| 


| 


| 


repare for it, p.38,50. 
prep "Da q 


3. Death 1 


Eo. The Index. 4 


a. 


CT CE ESE M = f 
| - Death, Gods people apt to be oyer- 

fearfull of it, p.116, | E, 

.-Degth not inordinately to be fearcd, 

pag.3 59,260. . Earthly. | 


| Death, afinne todefire it becauſc of , | 

{ miſery, pe.« 10,0 I,12- FE things not to be eſteemed 

Death, how to make it comfortable of,p.26, 

tous, pag.b. 31,32. Exrthly chings how farre to be fol- 
To die a (hamcfull and violent | lowed,p.47. : 

{Death a great croſle, pag. 176 Earthly things a ſpirituall uſe ought 

| In Dearth men ought to bring out | to made ofthem,p,25 7. | 


| and ſell their corne, pag.b 17,18. Earthly things our hearts ought to 
| Deceif agreat ſin,p.a 131- to be with-drawne from them,p,q5 ,465 | 
| | 


hn. 


| 
Deliverance, om: 


Eyyptians cheir virtues,p.a 181, 
Deliverance out. of diſtreſſes we | F£Egyptians ſubmitted themſclves to | 
have caſt our felves into by our fines their Governours,p.a 1$r, 
a great nercy, pag.146. Epyptians were thankfall to Joſeph, | 


Detiverance from dangers in our | Þ-A 7 8, 

Mothers wombe God to be praiſed, Egyprians their crofſes, they were 
fo1 G2. LO) impoveriſhed by famine,p.a 181, 
\. Deliverance fromdangers when wo | Egypriaxs their benctits,p,a 181. 
ſaw no mcanes of helpe ought not to | 


be forgotten, p. 162. | EleQion. 
A ſpecdy Deliverance from miſe- 
ries a great mercy of God, p.206. Ele#1on of God free.p.a 41.42. 


Dinab what it ſignifies,p.a 128. Gods El:fion whac it is,p.a 42. 


Dinah thought to be [obs wife,p. a 
128, Eliezer. 
Dinabs faults,ſhe went into the City 
| toſee hedaughters of the Countrey, | Eliezer Abrahams Steward his vir- 


P4139. euEes.p. 16 3,09%. 
We ought ta Diſſmade others from| Eliezer proceeded warily to an oarh. 
finne.p 175. p.163. 
Diſſembling to bee avoided, p.a| Eliezer uſed ſpeed in performing Hs 
149. oath,p.164. 
Dreemes one of Gods ordinances, | Elezer ſerved his Maſter religionll: ; 
[p.b 13; 51 i p.I65. 
ES i: 3 Eliezer praiſed God for his good ſuce | 
ceſle,p. 165. 


= 2 ip Drunkenneſſe, | Eliezer was dilcreete,p. 166. 
| Eliezer had a care of his Camels, | 
..Drankenneſſe to be avoided, p.74,; p.166 
| 178. Eliezer made halt about his buſine1>, 
Drunkenneſſe, Noahs example no | p.1+6. 
patterne for it,p.75. Eliezers benefits. G14 gave im a 
Þ. | To :nake another Draxke an hceigh-| godly Maſter, hee h2d his Maſter: f2- 
nousfm.p.:87. ' Vour,he was a true Chriitian,God proy- 
_ To have no certaine Dwelling is a' ſpered himm,p.167 
;crofle "hat Saints of God have beene|] Elezers crofic,he was a bond-mman, | 
ſabjetoo,p.130, p.167. 
= | Envie agreatlin,p,1g. 
| | Vs 4 | E,, 1U3C 
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| Envie who poſſeſſed with it wrong: Evillnoneto be done that good may 4 
Gad,the party Euvied and themſelves,'| come of it;p.177, _ 


p.496,99. Evulls to come a great mercy to be 
Envied weare to prepare for it, p. a |forewarned of therh, pa 179. 
98. Bare Examples bind not,puTs 
Exvie, weare toltrive againlt it, p.a | 
$5,36,95,98,133. | | Eyes, 
Ephron his virtaes, he courteouſly | to 
ſaluted eLbrahaw, was liberall rohim | Eyes wellto be uſed,p.264. 
and juſt and true in his word,p.19x. | Woanton Fyeto bereprefled of them 
Er was ſo wicked that God cut him | that will avoid luſt,p.a 128,156. 
off, p.a 161, Eye,we ought to have a ſpeciall care 
to keep it from wandring when weare 
Eſan, in the houſe of God,p.a 1 28. 
E/auhis birth,p.a x 3. F. 
Eſans virtues , page a I6,&c. Faith, 
| £/au ſhewed good reſpet to his 
| Father 7/aac,p, a 16. | { TL 4:ch what it is, p. 69,9441 38. 
Eſarn was melted with his Brothers Faith moſt men withouc it, p.70. 


kindand humble carriage,p.a 18. ' Faith workes a fcarc inus tomake_ 
' Eſau was notgreedy of gifts,p.a.18- | us ſhunne evill,p,70;7r. 
| Eſau joyned with his Brother in bu- | Faich will make us obey God in 
rying his Father,p.a 19. | thoſe-attions for which wee ſhall be 
Eſans faults,p.a 19. &c. ſcorned,p.72. Bs | 

Eſan was an Hypocrite,p.a 19. Faith haththree forts of afts, p.94. 
E/an gave bimſelfe wholy and over- } Faith of God hath foure acts,p.94. 
eagerly to hunting,p.a 20. | Faichto God),p.95. 

Eſaz made himſelfe great by warre, | Faith 1n God,p.g5. 
p.2 23. | True Faith brings forth a feare 0 
Eſaus profanefle the acts of it,p.a 24, GoJpgy. | 
Eſau ſhewed nor due reſpe& to his Fatth juſtified by Obedience,p.97. | 
Parents,p.a 27. | ' Faith weakenefſe of it not todiſ- 
E/as falſly accuſed his Brother,p.a 27 | courage us, p.115, NE 
Eſan hated his Brother,p.a 27. Faith to be approoved by yeelding 
Eſaw comforted himſelfe in the | our lives when God calls for them, 


thought of killing his Brother, p.a 28. ! p.245. : 
Eſaus Benefits all temporall, p.a 28. | Faith to be manifeſted by the fruits, 


—— 


—_— 


' Eſans afflitions,p.a 29. | 449. 
To have the Eſteeme of men is aſin-| Faire Face men too much led by it, | 
gular favour,p.b 29, | P.193» DIS 
Good Fare to love it too much afin, 
Eve See firſt Parents, p.261.2 165. pH IEP - 
| Families men bound to provide for 
Eves body why made of arib,p.3. | them,p. a 68,69, _— _ 
Evah why ſo called,p:6. Fathers onght to provide for their 
Eves firſt fault,p.11, children,p.102, 
Eve thought by ſome to have borne 
twins atevery birth,p.1 7. Feare. 
Evill, | | Feare of God an excellent grace, 
| "| p.234$;2490 6... | 
vill externall a&s of it we have | Feare of God to be labourd after, | 
JA SLE _-lob8. 
| power to forbearc,p.75 | p.b D444 Faſt 2 


The I ne dex. 
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Firſt Parents, 


Firſt Parents their firſt (1n,p.4. 
Firft Parents their fall delicribed, 
P 5: 
Firſt Parents, divers other fins fol- 
lowed upan their fir(t (in,p.6. 
Firſt Parents, their good carriage, 
p.6. 
Firſt Parents, their benefits before 
and afcer their fall,p.6,7. 
Firſt P a>ents,qheir crofles,p.7. _ 
Firſt Parcats go be imitated 1ntheir 
good deeds,p.8,9. 
ſin,p.12, 
Fornication, 


Fornication an heighnons fin,p.b 10, 
Fornication we ought to be watchful 
againſt it,p.a £48, 
Fornication helps againſt it,p.b 10. 
Forgetfullneſſe of Gods Word a fault 
that none are exempted from,p.25 8. 
| Fraud in all kindes to be abhorred, 


M- | @ 
Faithful friends a great bencfit,p.122 | 
Friendſhip ought to be laſting, p.a 150, 
True Friexds ought to be ſerviceable, | 
p.21Gr, | 
Friexds ought to be truſtie,p.a 161. 
Fullneſſe of bread a great fin, p.23 2. 
Fury of unreaſonable men by humili- 
ty and ſubmiſlivencfſe to bee appea- 
[ſed pa 57. 


—_—_C_GOU—_ 


| 


4 
o 


| 


G, 

| 3.Ad whatir fgnifieth,!p.a 127. 
Many Gentlemer their onely carc 
Is for their bclly,p.165 . 

; Gentlemen that have ſpare time how 
\they ought to imploy it,p.165. 


Cefts, 


| 


| 


ag not to be greedy of them, p.a 
IS,19, 

Gifts of God, we are notto be proud 
ofthem;p.b x4, 


Firſt Parents, greatneſle of their | 


Glory: 
Vaine-G/ory to be avoided,p. 82, 


| 


God, 


God bleſſeth thoſe that ſerve him, 
p.I25. | 
Falſe Gods of Chriſtians,p. 172. 
God to be truſted with our welfare, | 
p.178. 
| Gods goodnefle to his people ought 
co be taken notice of by us, p.202. 
God to be inquired of in all occur= 
rents,p.4a5, 
God,how hee may be inquired of, 
| Pa 6. 
God, how he appcares to us now, 


.a $7. 
P F Godly, 


| 
| 
Godly, God doth good to others for | 
their ſake,p.125. 

Godly, God to be called on to be 
mad: ſo, p.144.2 83. 

Godly who are made ought to praiſe 
God forit,p.145.a $4, 


| company,p.176, 


Godly, to be a friend to them 1s a 
wiſe part,p.188, 

To be made Godly is the cheefcſt 
bleſſing of all, p.a 83. 

Good men,a good thing to love their 


Covernours, 


Governonrs ought to uſe their awe 
thority to ſuppreſlcfin,p.a. 34. 

Governexrs ought ſpecially to pray 
for their owne Familics, p.a 69s 

Governours ought to cleanſe their 
houſes of all vices, p.70. 

Goverzours, nothing ſhould drive us 
torebell againſt them,p.a 181. 


| 


Grace. 


To be endowed with ſaving Grace | 
is the chiefeſt mercy ofall,p.1 44. | 
Saving Grace who arc endowed 
with ſhould make nothing of croſles, | 


P.145- 
Greatweſſe any way not to be abuſed, 


þ 


204, | | 
2.204 | Hubs: 
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Hamor was ill; bead 
| | was willing to be cir» 
q H. cumciſecd for a by cnd,p.a 159. 
| Es | Hamer did not reproove nor cor- 
{ Tf Avitation,in choice of it our ſoule | ref his ſon for the wrong done co Di- 
| X Achicfely to be aimedat,p.176. * | nb pargg, 
| Hamors virtues,p.a 1509. | 
Ham. { Hamerwas willing to fatisfichls ſon | 
| ir. point of marrisge ſo farreas was fir, | 
{ F«hisbirth,p.79. p.4159. WE 
' Hamwas ſaved in the Arke itrom ! Hamor dceles well with his ſubjeas, 
| t:2 delvge,p.so, perſwading them to be circumcited, 
i Hs was an Hypocrite, p.32. 1P-2 I 60, | 
Hem (ay tine nakednefle of his Fa- | Hamer dcales well with 7aced, 
| eher,v.82, platnely ſeeking his daughter and yecl- | | 
i Ham acquiinred his Brethren with | ding to equall conditions,p.a 160. | 
{ 515 Fathers n2kedneſſe,y. 34. Hamors proſperity, his ſonne was 
Hams puniſament,God curſed im | indifterently good and his ſubj.&s 
12 Þ13 Soarc ( 4744;:,p.86. ; WCre good, p.ga 160. | 
| FHamors crofle, bi :iſelſe grid all his | 


—c_ 


Havar, Family and City were murtheied, pa | 
Hangar provable that ſhe feared God), | 
"149. Hatred. | 
Fans vertieigp, 145.00. | 


4 Fic &t Wis GLedtent to her GOV tre | FTlitred of any a great: (in, p.a 27, lf 

nir8,0,148. | Hatred how fo know WE are poſ- 

| Hagar col4ih=trahyp. 148, _ t ſeſſedwithitpa zF, | 

 Fiaour {ibontted hor agtt2 ts he” Mie Henech, p49, 

1 ErcTiip 149. ; iT:iram was a gocd morall friend but 

i {gar ce; ihankF il to God for iis | abi1 man, p.z 169,161, 

coodhneile in bringins her home cv ' Tf] pirality to be uled, p.174,257, | 

{ Abrahams laftily p14 9. 2 370, | 
 Harar is patient), i494 = | 7 | 

| Zlagar wes Car TAL Gu orovice her Flogſcs, 

fo'2 3 Convent nt WIECP. 1-9, | 

Fiagars ta. ts, foe grew proudand | Honſcs of God tobe bepr cleanc'and | 

[ran away from cw Miſtreiſep,, 50, |decent, p,a 52. 

; Hazars benefics,p.15 0. : Hoxſcs of Gadto be frequented,p.3 53 | 

| Hagar was one of e461 «hams ſer- | 

; 
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vants,p.159. | TS | 
| Hagar had the favour of her Ma- Humility. 
| erand Miſtrefle,p.r51. FOE Ta : 
| Haparreccived great mcrcies from | FEmumility an exccilent grace, P-99-\ 
; God-p.I52. | 255:56, BR: | 
Hagar had 1/-mact and a promiſe | Humility adorneth all graces pb 14. 
; concerning him,p.1 5 20 Humanity a commendable vertuc, | 
' Hagars croſſes, Serahuſcd her hard- | p.n 66, 
i ly, her ſonne was caft out of eAbre- 
i hams family, and ſhe ſaw him rcady to Hmuband, | 
; Cie for thirft,p.1 52,0 | 


Husbauds onght to beare With their | 
Hamor. Wives,p.10T. 3 

A goodand godly Hmband agreat} 

Har:or lis faults,p,a 159. | bleſſing,p. 145+ | 
 Huthand 
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| 


[7-25 3,254.2 70, 


7 


| Hutbandry. 


—Haband: onghtto lovethcir wives, | 


Hmbands ought to hearken to their 
wives good counſell,p.255. 


Hubaxiry commendation of it,p.16 
Good Hu:bandry a thing commen- 
dable,p.25 7: 


Hypocrifie, 


 Hypecrifie in Gods worſhip to be 
avoided,p.-4,32. a 20. 
Whart an Hyyocrite is,p.18. 
Stgnes of an rr ppeay: 
Hypecrites, G 
nefſe to them, p. Bo. 


| 


_ 


| 


Tac ob. 


Tacobs birth, p.a 4T. | 
Tacobr vireucs, p.u 42 fc | 
Tacob was a0 upright many pla 42+ 
Taceb wes a skilfull and able (hep- 


s paticncc and good- | p.a 7 


| their murder, and Rezbes for his inceſk, ' 


Mp 


bas offered him, peg. a 63, 

Iacob was diligent and faithfull inhis 
ſcrvice to Laban,p.a 64. 

[acob was patient and gentle to Za- | 
_ though he changed his wages, pag. | 
a Ge. 

Tacob was quickly pacified with La- | 
bay, p.a 66. | 

Tacob uſed all ſubmiſſive and loving | 
carriage to pacitic his brother Eſa, p, 
63 67. 

Taceb was carcfull to provide for his | 
owne family,p,a 68, | 

[acobs prayes for bis family,p.a 6g. 

[aceb purged his family, p.a 69. | 

[aceb in\trated his family and 
brought them to the worſhip of God, 

a 70. 
Iacob was a kind hnsband to all his 
Wives,p.z 70. 

Jacob was duly angry with his wife, | 
p-471. 

Fa 65 brought up his children in a |} 
c:illing.pa 7r. 

Trcob blefled all his children,p.a 94. 

[acob reproved Simeon and Levifor 


P-3 75,76. 


heard, p.3 44. = -- | 
Tacob lived a3 a Pilgrim, p-2 45. x 
[acob had faith which ſhewed it ſelfe 


; ſhipped God by ſacritice,p.a 54 


—_— 


by many fruits, p.2 47- | 
Tacob was religious, p.a 49. | 
Iacob vowed a vow to God,pagt.' 
lacob performed his vow, and woi- 


. 


| Jacebtookean oath religiouſly, pag. 
a . 
7 iP gavc thanks to God for vene- 
fics received, p.a 55- 
Tacob was obedient to Godzp.a 55, 
Taceb was an humble man,p.a 55. 
laceb was contented with a little, p. 
a56, 
ifeb was adiſcreet man,p.a 56. 
Tacob was paincfull and induſtrious, 
pa39 YE es 
lacob was juſt in his dealings with 
all,p.a 58. : | 
Lacob was obedient to his Parents, p. 


| 


Tacch was reſpeRive to his Linclg 


| Labarx,».a Gl; | 
' acobtooke patiently the wrong Le- | 


| neſle ſhewed to Toſeph,p.a 77. 


and difſemblingyp.a 80. 


a 59. lp 


lacob greatly loved Toſeph and Bew= 
jawin,and why? p.a 76. | 
[acob courtcoufly talnted men of his 
owne profcſſion,p.a 76. 

[acob thewed ſpeci:ll love to Rachel 
bis kinſ-woman,p.a 77. | 

Tacob thanked Pharaoh for his kind- 
Jacobs fanlts, p.a 77.0. 

Tacob was forgetfull of his vow | 
made to God,p.a 77. 

[acob abuſed his old Fathcr with lies f 


Tacob obeyed his mother againſt 
Cos commandement,p.a 81. 
Taceb loved Toſeph and Bexjenvin Cx- | 
cclſiveiy,p a $1,82, 
laeobs Spirituall benefits, p.a 82.06. | 
Tacob was agodly man, p.a 83. 
Jacob had the 'fpriviledge of the firſt | 
borne,s.a $4. 
[acob had the bleſſing given him, 
.a 84. 
Tacob, God often appeared eo himto | 
confirme his faith, p.a $6. | 


Tacob: temporall bencfits,p.a $7.06. 
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| Tacob had a large cſtatc, p.a 87. | 

Iacoh God delivered him out of all 

f adverſity, p.$8, ; 

| Jacob, God vouchſafed him three 

| 8rcat deliverances, p.a 88. 

[acob had a large ofspring, p.a 88. 

| Tacos, Toſeph maintained him and his 

' Inthe famine, p,$9. 

| Jacobs death was molt ſcaſonable, 

' peaceabie, religious and comfortable, 

þ 439. : 

| Lacobs croſſes, p89. 

| Jacobs Father loved him not ſo well' 

{ as his brother, p.a £9. | 

i 12:06, his brother £/ax bated him and 

| refolved to Kill him, p.2 90, 

| tnc06 ficd 1nto Panan eAram, par. 

4 99, | 

Jacobs Father in law deceived him: 

' in his 1wite, in his wages, and purſued | 

 himivich aniocention to take all from | 

; 11.0.2 90. | 

| 14:06, Eſar cams avain!t him vith an! 

army i: tending to kill bimyp.a 91, | 
Tacih was croiled in Is chileren, p. | 

49%, 

Tacobs lived in a 2rievous famin for 


tut. 


| 
| . 
Tacobs children, 


j 
y 


| Tacebs children all of them were bad | 
| except Tofeph and Benmaming.1 13. 
lacobs chiieren ail of thein begniled 

; Hamer and the Srchemites, ard con- 
 ſentzd rothe murder of them, p.a 131, 
| I 32: 
| y0Y children {ould their brotker 
| Toſepn,p.a 1 22, 
| Jacobs children lyea and couſened 
' their old Father, p.24133, - 
| Tacop; childrens goodneſle, they all 
; trove ro comfort rheir Father, they 
' were dutifull to him in going downe 
; to Egypt and not taking Benjamin with, 
, thetn, p.1 1 24. 
Tacobs childten, their benefits, pag. 
A T35. 
 Tacobs children had a godly Father, 
' and themſelves were pillars of the true 
; Church, p.a 135. 
| Tacobs children, God ſaved them all 
|from a great danger,p.a I 36. 

Tacobs children had tore of riches, p. 
A1l 3 6. | 
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(a 174, 


| Lacobs children, 7oſeph nouriſhed | 
them inthe famine, page,a 136. | 

Tacebs children their croſles, pap. a 
I 36, 


Tdleneſſe. | 


1dleneſſe a great ſinne and why? pa. | 
2323;243 3; | 

[dleneſſe what itis, p.23 3. | 

[aleneſſe, who are guilty of this ſinne 
ought to repent and turne from it, pa. 
234. 

Taolatry, men naturally prone to it 
PATI7., 

[dvlatry, we are to bleſſs God we 
are freed from it, p.a 118. 


I [TAIT AHCE, 


| 

| 

I7rorance twofold, 1 1 8. | 

Stns of Tpn2raxce may be commits | 

red iy a godly man and never repented 

of, p.I 19, | 

Tmpaaency in fin makes us out of mea- 
ſure fir. full,p.21 9. 

[mpriſonment an heavy croſle, pag. | 


[mpriſoument, we are to prepare ior 
1,151, 
IA 


Teaferionrs, | 


Inferiours prone to obey their go- 
vernours carnally, p.a 81. 

Tnfcriours ought to complaine to 
their ſaperiours of the thivgs them- 
ſelves cannot redreſle, p.b 3. 

[nferiowrs, a common fault in them 
to grumble when they are reprehen- 
ded, p.a x46, 

Inferiours, a good thing in them to 
turne their .jupcriours from ſtiffnefſe 
in an indiſcreet purpoſe, pag.a 143, 
ISL. 

Inferionrs ought to win the favour 
of their ſuperiours by a vertuous car- 
riageyp.b Ir. 

Tsceſt, nature of man prone to com- 
mit ir,9.118. 

Tnceſt a great (in, p.a139,140. 

Tnjarics men ought to forgive and 
forget themyp.b 23. 


Inventers of evill, en” 
of | 
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thren,pb 9 | 


ward hi; Bretkren were denbttu'll ard 
extraordinary,p.b 20. 


Wrongs,p D - 2 F 


| 
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of them,p.4 4. 


 oathering Corne pb 15, 
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Tojeph. | 
Joſeph what it fignifics,p.4 127. 
/oſeph was a godly man and began to 

be ſo betime, p.b1. 
lojeph conmmued good to his end, p 

b 3. = 
[n/erh acquainted his Father wich his 

oretire:s ll carriage-p.b 3. 

Zo/epn had divine dreames,p b 5. 

ſc/ceph was oScdicnt to his Father, | 
pbs, 

Joſeph jncreated his brethren when | 

they wentto {cit him to ftrangers,p.d 6 
ſofeph was a diligent and faithiull | 

ſeryantto Potipnar,n,b 7. 
{ofeph ſh2wead the true feare of God | 


1:him,p.b 8. | Þ 


Toſe ph had athankfoll and loving re- 


| ſpect co his Maſter, p.b 8. 


lo/eph was very cbaſte, p.b 9. 
loſeph was diligent and taithtull to | 


; his Maſter in Priſon,p.b iT. | 


Toſeph comforts the Priſoners which ' 
ke attended upon,p.b 1. | 

Joſeph was carctull to ger out of 
Priſon,p.b 12, 

Toſeph dealc plainely and faichfally 
with King Pharaoh, pb 12. 

lJoſeph ſhewed prudence and love, | 
PeD13. 

lofeph carried himſelte Eumely, p. 
b I 3. 

ſoleph ſhewed all reverence and rce- , 
{ye rothe K+ 0,29.b 15. | 

loſerh after his preferment ſhewed 
himſclf* fairhfull and loyall ro Pha- | 
raoh, pb «5, | 


} 


[oſeph was diligent and faithfull in 


DS 29%: oo - 


G G 5 3 | 
Joſeph was faithfullin bringing forth : 


the Corne in duc tine,p.b 17. | 
Ic/eph ſhe:ved hifelte jatt,p.b 18, 
Trſephs goud biEaviur to bis Bree 


Joſeph, foire as of his carriace t3- 


[oſeph forgat all Lis Brethrens 
Joſeph was eafie to pardon,p.Þ 22, 
GILES! oa 0d n -j _ } Bs . h 
4 0j/ephs $200 CaITIASe TO Dis Fatner, 


pb 23. 


a 
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Joſephs faults,he ſwore, he came too | 
nearc an untruch,p,b 24. 

lojephs croſfles.p.b 24. ; 

Jojephs bencfics ſpirituall,he did par- | 
cake of the holy ordinances and was | 
made holy by them, he was confirmed 
in goodn: le, p,b 25. | 

/ofephs na;ura;l benefits, p. b 26. 

1o/eph was a proſperous man, p,b 26. 

{oſeph, God delivercd him ou: 0 
heavy and grievous calamities,p.b 26. 

[oſeph, God gave himthe gitt of in- 
tcrpreting dreaines;p.Þ, 7, 
: {:jepi,CGod gavehim great wiſdome | 
in managing any buſineſleyp,b,28, 

loſeph where ever he caine waz eſtce- | 
med, loved and truſted, p.b 29, 
Zaſeps Fed great outward preferment | 
;Þ.q0; 

Toſeph had aſtrong and able body, 
p.b 30, 

loſeph was blcfied in his poſterity, 
pab 31. | 

ofephs death, p.v 31. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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1 ofephs Steward, 


Toſephs Steward was a cood and du- 
cull tervant,p,b 33,34. 

loſephs Stcward Was Very Kind and 
courteous to Joſephs Brethren, p.b, 
35s 


oF” 
4} AC. 


Taacs Mirth, 2,244. 
[[aacs virtues,» 244,040, 
{/ ac was endu.d with faith,p 244, 
[ſaac was relicious, p.245, 
T/aac prayed to God for all good ; 
1NgS,Þ.246. | 
Iſaac mediated, p. 247. | 
Iſaac feared God,n, 245. 
Iſaac oneyed the conmmandement of 
God,p.249, 
Tſaac vas obedient to his iather, p. 
25 Ozi70, 
l{axc yeelded himfelfe ro be bound | 
and killed by his Father, p.250. = 
[ſaac 1993S TUled Dy his Father 1n Mar=| 
riage, p.251, 
[{aac buried his Father.p.25 2. 
T/aac loved his Mother dearely, p. 
252, 
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Iſaac loved his Wife tenderly, p- | 
| gs RE himſelfe with Re- 
| beckah,p.25 
1ſaac —_ 2c IEFe to Rebechahs wile 
 coutell,v, '55. 
| {/aacbleſied his children out of faith, 
P2353. 
| M{ſaac conferred 
bleing vpon Txcos ro whoin God had 
SIVEN It,P,355. 

Taae accepted Abimetechs reprovfe, | 
þ.250, 
| J[aace made eAbimelech and his com- 
| pany afeaſt,p.2557 

T{azr was a © od husband, p.25 7. 
Iſaac made a {piritualluſe of ear: ly 
, Commodities, p.25 7. | 
| Laacs faults, p.25 8,0. 
| Iſaac forgat the Word of God, p.| 


* 
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the principall 


Index. | 


wen oo . | 


thers fuecrall Þ.I59. | 
Imaet was ruled by his Mother in|, 
marriage,p-159. 
I/hmaels taults,p.160. 
IAmael mocked his Brother,p. 160, 
{-ma: [was a wild man,p. 160. 
[hmaet was a quarrellſome fellow, 
P.IG1T, 
Iſhmaels benefits, p.16T, | 
[,mael, God delivered hiin from 
two grew dangers, p.161, 


8, | them came of bond-women,p.z 106, 
Tlaac loved Eſan better then Tacob 


for cara! I reſpedts, p.25 9. 
1/aac lied out of feare,p.2 59. | 
Tſaac {candalized Abimelech, p. +61. 
Ifzac loved good tare too much, 


Ihmaed, God provided water for 
; him whih hee was ready to dic for 
| thirſt 9 162. 

Iſhmael, God himſelfe gave him his! 
name,p 162, 

Ihmael proſpered much in the 


World,y2.162, 
Ina {s dr ath,y 162, 
 Peop c of [[racl one third part of 


1/achar what it ſignifies,p.a 126. 


Twdah, | 


Taiah what it fi moog: 4 126. 


\ P,261, 
Tfaacs benefits,p.-6 +, 


| I1m,y.26 +, 
Iſaac bad a good wite,p.263. 
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Iſzac had one gocly chiid: and ano- : 


' ther chat reſp<&ed him, p. 263. 
Iſaac was very rich, p.2634 
Tſaacliveiilong p. 262, 
Tſaacs crofles,p.264,0c. 
Tfaac was long blind,p, 264. 
Iſaac met with Gdivers troudles 312 bis | 
| eſtare.p.165. 
| Iſaac _ long without iſfne, p. 
265. 


» i 9,266, 
Tizacs death,p.266. 


1h mac / Y 


i 1imacls vertues.p.155,0mnh, 
| TImarl was outwardly covforma- 
'dle ard obedient to his Father, p.158. 
; ſfhmac! ſubmitted himſclfe to his Fa» 
'ther to be baniſhed our of his houſe, p. 
x58, 

[mael joyned with Iſaac in his Va- | 


Tfaac, God made his covenant with | 


| Judablefthis Fathers houle, p.a 147 
| Telahwasled by his eye 11 marriage | 
[p.2 148. | 
Tdab committed Inceſt with his: 
 daugheer in Law,p.a 148. : 
| 1ndah diſſemb'ed with his daughter ; 
in Tavi,va 14s. | 
—— Ttwahtorgacbis owne naughtineſle | 
| ard would have burnt Tamar,p.a 149. 
Tudzh reperted not of his whore- 
dowe, but ſought to redeeme his ! 


 pledge,p.a 150. 


4 
[ndats faglts,p a 147,09 


| Tuaakhs virtues, p.a 150. 
Tſaac was croſſed in Eſas and 7zcob, 


[:aah returred at Jal to his Fathers | 
houſe, p.a 150, 

[s4ah was ſomewhat humbled for | 
his fin, p.a 150. | 

Indab ad himfſelfe well to his | 
Father p.at5 i. 

1:1ah fairhtully kept promiſe with | 
his Father,p.415T. 


Indah did couragiouily beare all evill 


accidents,p.a 151, 
Tndahs croſies,f.4 152» 
Indah had two very wicked ſonnes, 
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Indahs daughter in law drew himto Laban was loving to his filter, p.a ' 
inceſt when hee intended fornication T1. ; | 
onely,y.a 152. Laban lovingly entertained Jacob 
' 1udabs benefits. He had good naturall | when he came unto him,p. a 11 2. | 
| parts, he had apart of the birth-right. Laban of bis owne accord offercd ; 


| ſetledupon him-p.a 153+ ; Jacob wages for his worke,p.a1ii2, | 
| \ , Lavan was willing to beſtow his | 
| Inſt. | daughters upon Jacobyp.a 113. 4 
| Laban quickly laid downe his anger | 
/t man who,p.66- [and made acovenant with /acob, pg: 
71ſt we ought to be in our bargaines 114. : | 

| and dealings with men, pal 1.659, : Laban ſhewed hunſelfe loving and | 
59.  kinde to his daughters and grand-chil- | 
Isf.ice, commendation of it, p.191, dren,p 411g. 
192. | Laban made a teal: at the marriage ' 

' of his daughters,p.a.115, | 

K. '  Zabantooknotice of Gods bleſſing | 

| ' as the cauſe of his proſperity,p.aa 115, | 
| Etwrah,p.157. ' Laban ftorvore what God forbad : 
| | himzp.azrs, | | 
Kung. Labans fa uitS,PATI PF Co | 
| £55an was an Idolater,p,a 117. | 
i £Xtng,a favour of God tobe prefer- Laban loved laceb in a worldly | 
| red to that honcur,p.203. minner,”» a I1I8. | 
| Kings, dangerous to treipaſſe againſt —=L£a%4» coutened 7acob,p.a 118. | 
| them,p.a 173. Labanenvied lacob, becauſe he hin- | 


v £ 


Kings, a deſireable thing it is that dred his wealth, though without 
' they woule preferr- men of worth to , Wrong,p.a 1209. 


we 


' bigh places,p.a 178. | Laban purſued Jacob with an ho- 
'  Kinſmen, love and charity ought to, ſitle mi:de,p.a 120. s 
 þz ſhowne to them.y.1:6. Laban falſely charged Jacob with | 
Kindredztheir unkinde acaling ought | ſtealing his Idols,n.a 121. | | 
patiently to be borne,p. a 90. | Lavass benefits,he had 2 good fonne ; 
| { N Lwvw,bec was rich.p.9 7 22s ; 
Rnowledge. \ £-.benscroſles,p.a 122, | 
Labans davghters and grance=ctul- } 


ten ought to communicate their | dren went farre from,p.a 122, | 

| Rnawledge to others,p.Þ 5 Laban vias weub ed at lacobs prof- | 
Knowledge onght to be labourcd ai- | perity.p.a x 22. 

ter while the meanes of attaining itare | Laban: death,p.a 122. 

aftocrded.p.bn3, | ! 


. 
i 


} 


k 
Lmcc he ; 
£. | 
|= Lamoechs faults,n.4 1.0, 
Lahay, | Law: ch the firkk bc ginner of Poliga- | 
| My,7,4T. 
Avans civill virtues, p.1TTO,Coc, | Lamechsreovencetallneſic,p.a2, 


Laban courrcouſly entertained Lamf$hs benefits, he had children, 
 Eliezer eAbrahams (ervent.p.a 110. ' p43. 
Laban gave Eliezeragood aniwer, Lamechscroſſes, hee led an unquiet | 


bs Retna. 4 


| This, | | life by reaſon of his wives, p.43. 
| Lavan ſpeedily diſmiſſed £/iezrr,p Lamechs three ſonmes inventers of | 


"8 S1TT; | arts,2.45. 
| | Strange ; 
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Strange Langwages : a heavie puniſh- 
' MENtyp. 90. 
Land-lords onght 


rents too high, p. b 19. 
Law,the benefit of it may benfcd for 


obtaining apr right,n.a 38, 


nat to ad their 


1.2, 'y 


Lesh her vertues, ſhe was patio2nt 
{ ad loving to her husband, and thank - 

| fall to GoJ,p.a 105. | 

| Leab5; fanlrs. P. +10 VJ . 


{cah wort th bed to her fifters buse | 


OO OS. WRnoprties Winn. men == ft I TIE Wrap I 


heat 
7 4) WAS A 
i Silter.pa nog. 


little too wnkinde to her 


23d, any children, was matcned 11- | 


ba 
T9 the Ciurch and WENT t9 


FF py 
; my 


| Loaks crofles, 


ſha wanted her k:5- 


bands love, ſuftcred miteries with her would not 
22T, 


 husband,was Lleare-cycd p.a 106, 
\ £4rviwhat! c fgnfir 'S,Þ:4-1-35-« 


Liberty, we oaght to be thankful: 
for ir and uſe 1c well,p.a I'75. | 


Life to be vreferred betore £9098, 
p.176 


0 
f 
t 
z 


Lot. 


- — vw. - 
a 


[.1ts yerte2s,p.169,C>c. 
i Zot was arighteus man,y.16 3. 
_ Lotlefchis owne Connrey and I'a- 
cl.ers honſe,p. 1 7t. 
Lot was trouble :d ar the evili con» | 
veriattonof the Sodomiirs p.172., 
{.2t was hoſpitail,n,7 24. 


j 


; Lot intreated the So 7omir?s todeſilt may beftallthe godly,p.2 67. 


trom wry lot erde I 7 75« 


Lia WP T5. 
{.5t Tor 2 ood while kent cloſe to | 


' dard a: her Fathers perſwaſion, p. a 


of meaſure finfwll,p.2 19. 


| 
| 


p.a 89. 


b1's | \ ink! iS © Abr raham, is I 76, | 


Lots faults,p, 1 76,,% 


Lot chote t duc! lis aferti'e Flace | 


 amang finfull men, p,176, 
| Lot continned to dwell in Sodome ' 
; among great ſinners.p 176. 


' Lotoffered his two daughters tothe | chaſte,p.a I. 


! Sodomtes,n,1 77. 
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Lore was twice drunken,p. 178, | 
Lots benefi:s,p.179. 
Lot, God gave him repentance, pe, 
"IIS ' 
Lot, be and his were delivered out of | 
the burning of Sodome, p.179. 
Lots afflitionsp 179. 
Los vite her Lenchts p.1 80. 
1.ots wife was delivered from captt- : 
vity,p.199, 
Lots wife was delivered cut of the 
burning of S-dome, p.1 80- 
Lots wit: finne, ſhe looked backe to. 
Solome,p. 180, | 
Lots wiif2 puniſhinent,p.180, 
Lots dauzhkiers had no vertues,p. 183. 
Lots dai ZNters VIces.p.103. Fe. 
Lots daughters agreed toyzether abou 
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f 
, 


\. 
Leahshenefhrs. She had a good hns- two gorie-uus crira2s p. 193. 


Lots daughtes make their Father 


Seavei, drunken, aad committed lace!t with 


tim, p.18 7. 
Lt: fonnes inlaw, their fiane, they 
= ruled by their Father, p. 


Loft, 


LZuf ave will not quenchit,p.21 3 

Lu, v. ung ones ſoone ap: to be in- 
fete 1 vice 0.219. 

Lift, impudencic io it makes it out 
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Lying, 
Lying alnto witch mans n4:ure 1s 


PT: Ts Pp. 14+. 
Tu deceive dy Lyinga great oF-nce 


5 


To Lien apaſiion 1s aſinte which 


To: Lie for > tinding out a 
MM: 
Aniflrates ought t9 be reveren- 
ced peb.ls 
eIMades, 


Maides ought to keepe themſelves 


Mailes that have defiled them- 


Lotlingredin Sodowe till the Angels ; ſelves, oughtto be humble and peni- : 


iOOKE him by the hand,p.177. 
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| The [ ndex. ] 

| | Maidens ought to be painefulland |; Awraer, who have committed it | 

| | COurteaus,p.a 3,103, ; | ought notto deſpair bur repent, P.2 

| | Maixens ought to be ruled by their , 145, 

| Parents and friends in marTriagc, p.a : I a warrantable recreation, 

| :  Þ-46. 

| I A4aids ought to be ſober and mode- | | 
rate in their carriage, p.a 130, N, | 

[--- | Aamah the firſt woman named. 

an, after Eve, and why,p.41. | 

[' ' MNaboragood kinſman of Abraham, ' 

| | Aaas Creation neceflary,p, 2. 9.122, dh 

| | Afar: Creation, the time and matter | 

x | of it,p.3. | Name, 

| Man, why made of the duſt, p.3. | 

|  CHMans meanefle in his naturall and, A good Nameto be choſen before 


ſpiricuall cſtate ſcr forth, p.3225,cc. | riches, p,109, 
Men, buying and ſelling ofthem,the j A good Name a bleſſing for which : 


q po 

| originall of it.p.a 163. , God 15 to be praiſed, p.12 3. 

| Aen,whether ir be lawfuil to buy MNapthal: what it lignifies,p,a 127, | 
| | and {cil chemyp.a 164. i  Nearnrecorrupted to be confidered, | 
| | | ' Hes, not to be ſletghted for their 'p.56. 
| | outward micancſ'c.p.a 175.  Natareof man apt to become out of 


meaſure finfull,p 21 2. 


j 


Neceſſities ,Go!1 to UE {ought twoin / 
Alarriage. | them,p.a I OJ« has 
| 


Cu al AS 19 wy. Ao eg rms one wn tons oo toe 


Marriages for carnall reſpeRs ought | Nimro6, 
| not to be made,p.56. | | 
| i MAarriage ouzht not to be under- Vimrod what it fgnifies,p, 8 7. 
| (taken by children without their Pa- | ANim-1d was the firſt that ſtrove to 
| 'rents conſent, p. 251, 252, 4 27,62, ; cre&a Monarchy, p.$7, 
| +8 \ Nuimred was a Tyrant and ambiti- 
| Afarriage, mopeſnot to be niads | ous, p,87. 
| 'the maine ina:ter of 1f3y.2 158, | 
 Alditationa neceſſary duty, p.247. | Noah, 
Meattation, benefits of it, p,:47,:48 | 
' MAerchandize a commendable cal-| Noav what it lignifies, p.65. 
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ling,e.a 163. Noahs birih,p 56. | 
| | Atlidianitiſh Merchants,p.a I 62. ' AHXoabsvairues, p 66. 

_ CAfery,who have becne helotullto | Noa! was a pertet man and wal- 
| us 1n it, ought aot to be forgotten, p. a | ked with God,p. 66, 
| 174, | Noah was a Preacker of rightcouf- | 
| Atfery, wit uſe to make of cur dee |nefle,p 68, 
liverance cut of it,p b 27. ' = Neahhad faith,p 68. 
; Atcckinga 1in,z.,160, Noah was moved with feare,p.70. | 
; | Noah builded an Arke as God bad ' 
| | Murder, him,p.72, | 

| NXoabs goodneſle in the floud, p.73. . 

Mearder aftecarcfull fin,p.a 31,144, XN -4hs goodneſle after the floud, p. | 

, Amnraer,thaie whom God hath pre- | 7}, | 


P——_—_ 


A1crved from this crime, ongirt to be | Noabs drunkenneſie,p.74., | 


| thanktull.p,a 145. XN 2ahs croſſes, no man regarded his | 
| | Avrarr, tobe ſhumned, 1614, preaching, he lived to ſeeall nan-kind | 
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deſtroyed, he had a wicked ſonne, he ſeene in providing pious matches for 
lived to ſee his ofspring naught, peg. | them,p,x02, 
x. | Parents ought to provide fic mar- 
Noahs benefirs, p.76. | rages for their children,p.149. 
Noah found favour with God, pag. | Parents in placing forth their chil- 
” | | dren in ſervices, ought chiefly to aime 
Noah was diretcd by God to a at the good of their ſoules, pay. 150, 
way of ſaving himſelfe from rhe flood | 151. 
with his rider p. 76. | Parents, a faule in them to match 
N.24h, God accepted his facritice, their daughters into wicked families, 


! 
] 


P-I77: 


"az cove a 


Neah atigurc of Chriſt,p.77 children,p,255. a74- 

N-abs death,p.77. Parents ought to love their godly 
Nurcing of children a neceflary duty children beſt,p.a 7. 
belonging to mothers,p. 140: Parents ou3ht to traine up their chil- 


| dren in ſome calling,p.a 71,73» 
| 


O. The benefit that comes thereby to 
i themſelves, children and common- 
Oaths, wealth,ib:d, 


| Parents ought toreproveand chaſtiſe 

O 4ths apon Juſt occaſion nat to be their children for their faults, ' peg. 

refuſed, p.11 2. a76, - 

Oaths nught adviſedly and teligioully =P rents, a weaknefle inthem to mas 

to be taken. p 163,a 54. nifeft love more to one child then anoe. 
Oaths taken muit be perfermed, ps, ther,p.a 81. SE 

164. | Parents too inJulgent to their chil- 
Oaths unlawfull not to be perfor-  drens crimes,p.a 159. 

me1J, p.1<4.165. Parents areto gratihe children in the 

Ob-dience juſtifies our faith,p.97. 1 choice of their marriage ,if it be not too 

Univerſall Obedience Chriſtians | inconvenient,p.a I59. 

ought rolearne it, p. 249. 


Obltizacy a (in,p 89 | P4.5 1s. 
Officers ought to :be painetull and | 
dilige.t in their places,p.b 25,16. Patience. 
Old Forld, Sec World, Patience -of God the abuſe of it a 


great ſin,p.59. : 
N41 was wicked and cut of by Gol | God is to be praiſed for his long 
in his youth, p.a 1632. Patience towards us,p.60, 
Ordinances of God notto bedeſpi- | | 
( 


{ed but highly eftecined of. p.a 26, | Parts, 
p' : To have good naturall Parts a great 
i favour of God,p.a 153: SY 
| Pais Parts not to be abuſed but well im- 
s ployed,p.a 153. 
FirfÞ Parents, See Firſt. Wes 


their childerenyp. o. co yeeld one unto another, p. 105. 
Parents arc t2 love their children | To be at peace with good men is 4 
with a m2 lerace love, p 102. pint of wiſdome and goodneſle, page 
| Parents love tatheir children chiefly | a 34.35- + 


| 
| | 
| Arents are to looke for croſſes in | Peace, for procuring of it we ought 


| ©. Pears 


I —_— 


70. | | 
N,24h had two godly ſonnes,p.77. | Parents, how they may blefe their 


i 


| 


| 


Patriarks why they lived fo long, | 


a th... 


— | 


| Pexreought tobe labourcd after, p. | to come to the knowledg of his 
a 38,39. | dreame P4177» 

People of God ſometimes weake in | Pharaoh contemned not Joſeph be. 
| faith, p.143; | cauſe ho was a poore ſervant and of 
| People of God are to cxpet much low degrec,p.a 178. | 
tribalation im this world,p.a 89. Pharoah when he ſaw Toſephs wiſe. 

 Perfetion what it 18, pa 42. dome, he preferred him, p.a 178, | 


|  Perfefion twofold, of degrees nd| Pharaoh continued to favour 7/eph 
parts, p.2 42,43. all his life long,and favoured his Father | 


and bretheren for his ſake,p.a 179. | 


on m— 


Pharaoh. Pharaohs fault, he continued a Hez- 

- | then though hee had a Joſeph in his 
Pharaohs faults, p.93+ Court,p.a 179. | 
Pharaoh was lultfall,p.93- Pharaohs benefits, God warned him | 


| Phbaraohcarried himſelfe oyer-chur- | of the famine before hand, God gave | 
liſhly ts eLbr aharn,p. 193. him a faithfall and wiſe ſervant, he 

Pharaohs virtues, p.193. was a rich and mighty Prince, p a 179. 
| Pharaoh diſmiſſed $4r4b preſently | Pharaoh nothing f1aid of his croſſes, 


when he knew her tobe married, pas. | p.180. | 

IJ9;Q. 
Pharieh uſed: Abraham kindly for | Philiftins, 
Sarabs ſake,p. 194. "3 L ; | 54 
Pharaoh lets Abrahazs depart with-| Philsf55 envied, wronged and con- 

{ our offering any injary to him, p.194. | terided with Iſaarpq g5.c. 
| Toy 4: Places where wickedneſſe abonnds 
Pharaohs Butler and B akev. to be left if poſſible,p.1 76. | 
: | | Plagues ſometimes ſent to do a man | 
Pharaohs Butley and Baker, their good,p.I95 . | 
good deeds, they bare their impriſon- | In times of Plenty ſomething ought 
ment patiently and cheerefully, they | to be laid up for deare times,p.b 16,17. 
deſpiſed not o/epbs youth or meane 
condition, p.a 17. Poore, 
Pharachs Butler and Baker their | | 
faults, they both ſeemed to commit } Pooye ought to be invited to our hou- 


, 


F 


ſorctreſpaſle, p.a 173. ſes,p. 174+ 
Pharaohs Butlers ſpeciall fault in | Poore to be pinching to them a great 
forgetting Teſeph,p.a 174. *  (in,p.236. 


| Phavasbs Butlers and Bakers crofſe, | Poore, who Gods,and who the Di- 


they were both impriſoned, pag. a | vels,p.237. | 
174 Poore, Chriſtians ought to releeve 


Pharachs Butlers croſſe alone, he them,p.238. 

| was hanged,p.a 175- | Idle Poore not to be relecyed, but 
| Pharaohs Butler and Baker their | chaſtiſed,p.238. 
benefits; they were both in high place | - Pope, his wickednefle in freeing ſub- 
under agreat King, they had Toſeph to jets from their oaths to their Princes, 
attend them in priſon, p.a 176. | P.214- = 

Pharaohs Batlers bericfit, he both | 


'knew he ſhould be delivered out of Potiphar, 
priſon, and was delivercd,p.a177, | | 
26 | | Potiphara great man,p.a 164, | 
Pharaoh, Potiphars faults,y.2 I65. | 
| TO | | Potiphar gave himfelte wholy over | 
| Pharaohs good deeds,p.2 177+ to caſc having a goodſteward, p.a 165. | 
| Pharab aſcd all the mcancs he eonld | Poriphar beleeved his wives — 
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| 


| 


for it,p.a 167. | Pride,all ought to ſearch whether it 
Poriphar did not rake away Toſephs | be inthem,p.225. 

life in a rage,p.a I 67. Pride,how we may know whether it 

P otiphars benefirs, he had an honou-| ralgne in us, p. 2 26,2272 28, 

rable office,p.a 168, ' Pride what itis, p.227. 
| Potipharscroſles, he had a lewd wo-| Pride,the meanes to ſubdue It,p,2 29, 
—— nn Has a 163, ec. 
Pride and baughtinefſe how they dif- 
| fer,p.239. 

Potiphars Wife, Pride, lignes to know it in the out- 


ſend them where they are wanting, | 
_ 2 continue chem where they arc, US,P.161.4 114. 
Preaching of the Word a great mer- R. 
Cy,P-204) 
Preſame we ought not of our owne Rachel, ef 
| trength,p. 11. 47-1 
Preferment to be uſed for the bene-! Achel, her birth p.a gg. 
fit of the Church,p.a 30. R Rachel, her faults,p.a 96,&c. | 
Princes,all reverence ought to be | Rachel was envious towards her 
ſhewed tothem,p.b 14. | liſter,p.a 96. 
Priviledges externallnot to be reſted | Rachel was paſſionate towards. her 
IN,p. pe | | | husband,p.a 99. | 
OO Rachel brought her forvant to hey! 
Pride. | husband tobe his wife,p.a 100, * .- | 
| Rachel makes God. a vartner w—_ 
Priae a great (in, p.222. | her fond paſſions,p.a 1 00, | 
Pride, the nature of it fully diſcove- | Rachelinſults over her: fterbecauſe 
red,p.222. | ſhe won her husband to beget children 
Priae, chuſcs of it,p. 223- of her hand-maid,p.a Ton, '- | 
Ece4 Rachel 


ATI + 


flander againſt his ſervant,p. a 166, | Pride, effe&s of 1 ie very dangerous, | | 
 Potiphars good deeds,p.a 167, ' £4224, ; F 
Potiphar obſerved his ſervants good Price producerh fnſull carriages Mn 


ſuccefſe, and loved and rewarded him | all reſpeRs,p.224,225.  * 


| | ward carriage,p £39,240. 
Potiphar: Wife, her faults, ſhee was Profaneneſſe what it is, p.2 25- 
an adulterous,impudent,and moſt mali-] Profareſſe a fearcfull fin,p.a 25. 


tious Woman,p.a 169, 
Promiſes. 


Prayer, 
| Promiſes, Gods deferring. of them 


Prayer a neceſſary duty to be perfor-| ought to be borne with patience, p.266 


med, p.246,247. Promiſes aught tohekeprpalg2. 
Prayer how to be made when wee; Promiſes of God ought to be truſted 
feareany croſſe,p.a 50,51. | t00,p.4a163., 
To wraſtle with God in Prayer an: Proſperity, whatuſe we arc to taſk 
excellencthing,p.a 51. * lTofir, p.b 26. 
Prayers to have them heard a great: Puniſhment of fin, we ought not. to | 
priviledge,p. a 87. tobevexed at it,p.1 9. 
Praiſe ought to be returned to God! Gods Puniſhment are anGwerablet to 


for proſpering us in our affaires,p.165, | mens fins,p, 62. 
Preachers, G1d to be praiſed forthe | F | 
plenty of them in this Land,p.68, | Q. 


Preachers, God to be called on to | 
Uarrels ought to be avoided. boy 


"The Index. 


| Rarhel was over-carneſtly dclirous 
lof R-#hens mandrakes,p.2 10 :« 
Rachel ſtole away her Fathers Idols, 


a10T. 

Rachel virtues, p.a 10 3.&c- 

Rachel was one of her Fathers 
ſheepe-keepers, p.a 103. 

Rachel ſaw God in her barrenneſlc 
at laſt, and fell to prayer,y.a 103. 

Rachel defired children, and when 
he had one, blefled God for him, pa. 
2103. 

Rechel requeſted a kindneſſe of her 
fiter for all her envy, and returned 
ore to her, p.4 103. 


forc her Parents,p.a 104. 
Rachels crofles, ſhe was barren, her 
childrens carriage was ill,p.a 104, 
Rachels benchits,p a 104, 
Rachel: death, p.a 104. 


|  Rebekkab. 


—_ 


Rebebhabs virtucs, pla 1.04 
Rebebhoh was chaſte while (he was 


2 virgin» al. | 


teous,P at. 
| Rebekboh was willing to be ruled 
by her friends in mirriag-,”.4 3. 


———_—CF 


—_— 


in pryer for childrer p.a 4 
| che 


as. 
ebebhab was dutifull to her huſ- 
| band,p.a 6. 
Rebekþah loved her beſt ſonne moſt, 
"1 A 
: Kebekbah provided ſuch food for her 
husband as heliked,p.a 7. 
Rebekkabs faults,p.a 8. &c, 
Rebekkah uſed fraud to conveigh the 
bleflingto Jacob,p.as. 
Rebekkah was t2g much troubled at 
her evill daughter inlaw,p.a 10. 
Rebekkabs praſperity,p.a 13. | 
Rebekkab was effeQually called,pag. 
a 23. 
Rebebbak was beautifull, healthy, 
ſtrong had a rich and godly husband and 
a good child,p.a I}, 


— 


and diſembled with him afterward, p.! 


! 


| Rebekkahs affli&tions,p.a 1 3. | 
Rebekkab, her husband was blind and 


| were ſettoo much on the worſer ſon, | 


weake,p.a 13, 


Rebekkah, her husbands affeRions 


pal. 
Rebeckkah, Eſas reſolved to kill her | 
ſonne /acob,p.a 13. 


R: bekkab, Tacob her ſonne was bani- 
ſhed fromheryp.a 13. | 
Rebekkab was vexed with the fro- 
wardnefle of her daughters,p-a 14. 
Keprove We ought our bretheren for 


3 
Rachel preferred her Husband bes- | 


Rebekbkah was paincfull and cour- 


Rebekkab jovned with her husband | righteous p. 170, | 


kkeb inquired of God when to vouchſafe it us,p.a 1 79. | 
the children ſtrove in her wombe, pa. | 


{ a cominon fault, p.a 159. 


th-ir taults,p.207 a 32. 

Rebelion againſt rightful Princes a 
heighnous crime,p.21 4. | 
Rebel we ought not againſt thoſe thas 
have conquerd us,p.21 3. 


Recreations,Sce Sports, 


Bo 


Religion, toi nbrace it for by reſpeRs 


| Religion not to be followed for cu- 

| ſome and example,p.1 14. 

| Religion to be called from a falſe one 
to _ erue, the greateſt bleſſing of all, 

f-126, 


z 
i 
{ 


Repentance makes the greateſt ſinners ' 


| 


| Repentance,1t 18 a great mercy of God : 


» 


Repentarce, the ſeaſons of it ought to ; 
| be apprebended,p.b x 3. | 
Revenge a great (in.p.44-4 132, 
We are notto Revenge our ſclves, | 
pa 132. | 


Renbes. 


Reuben what it fignifies,p.a 125, 
Renb-xus fault, hee committed inceſt | 
with his Fathers concubine,p.a 140. | 
Reaubens virtue<,0.a 141. 
Renben wiſely diſlwaded his bre-; 
theren from killing of 7o/eph,p.a 141. | 
Rexbes was fully minded to reſtore. 
Toſeph to his Father againe,p.a 142. | 
Renhen prieved to ſee Joſeph raken 
out of the pit,p a 143. | 
Rewben ſought to remove his gave | 
rom: 


| 
| 


» 
a ———_—— rey nnpe ——. PYY IR Ig $I 


- th. ad EY” TY” OOO WAS - 6 ER Ds ii ae FSA _— -_-_ 


TA "OO wa; — coA—__ >———<S - 4 


I—— 


Repentance. | 


WAS. wer Raids 


; i, The Index, 


from his ſtifneſſe in refuſing to ſend | Sarah had a godly and rich husband : 
| Benjamin into Egypt;p.4 143. | that was well efteemed,p.145. | 
Rewheys crofles, his Father minded | S«rah hada godly child,p.145. 
him ofhis inceſt on his death-bed, pag. | - Sarah, God delivered her twice out : 
4 143; | Z of a miſery into which ſhe had caſt her | 
Renbens benefits, hee bad divers | {clfe,p.z 46, | 
ſonnes,p.a 44. Sarahs crofles,p. I47.&c. ; 
| Riches wellto beuſed,p.124. Sarah vias barren a longtime, pag. | | 
| 147. 
Righteouſneſſe. Seirah Was ſleighted by her maide, | 
P147. | | 


| 
| 


——_—— 
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Righteonſurſſe twotold, of the Law | Sareh was taken from her husbaad | 
and Goſpell,p.33. [into the houſe of Pharavh and Abimi- ! 
| Righteoufneſſe of the Law found in | /:ch,p,147. | | 
| none bue Chriſtyp. 33. Sarahs death,p. 148. : 
| Righteouſneſſe of the Goſpzll two- | Serahs age o.1ly of all women is 
| fold, impured and inherent, page 34: | mentioned in Scripture,p. 148. 
' 170 ' Satats oft forſaken and bated of their | 
Righteonſneſſe of the Goſpell how it | friends and kirdred,p,129. "INE 
' 8tfiers fromthe Lawgp.35. _  Sarwfatlion ouzht to be made for | 
What KRiphteoupurſſe will fave 2a | wiongs we have cone cur brethren, | | 
 124N.P.17 0. © 1 $+8DT,203, : | 
Prrhtoe 7:4 Mat, three [12nC5 of him, | | | 
d; 0. | Schechem, 


| 
j 
! 
j 


\Winzi a R'gn eons min,p.66,67, 


-— CEO 
” 


| \ Schechems fawits,p.a 155. ; 
| C. S$: hechem looked luſtially on Dinas, | ; E 
| P.* 156. | * 
| F He Sa-rific-s and Altars under the | Schechem forced her to naughtineſle, : | 
Goſpell,o.74,246, 'P,4156. | | * 
Schechems virtues,p.a 157. q i | 
Sarah, Schechem continued to tet Dinah | A 
when he had deflovred her,p.a 157. ! { 
| Sarabrbirth,n.137- Scnechem acquaints bis Father with ; | [ 
i Sarahsvirtucs,p 138. his love to her, and irtre-rs Fim to; : [ 
| Sarahrsfait'i,o 138. 'ſpeakz to ber Father for him, pas. ; } 
i; Sarahobeyed her busband,p. 38. A157. &=1 q 
| Sarah reverenced her hu. arid, pag. | Schechem(tood not over-much vpon | 
139. | Mater of portion,y.a 157. : { 
| Sarah wasa loving mother, andnur- | Schechem weuld Have a'l things a- . 1 
{ed [{aac her ſelfe,p.145. | grezd LDN Verore marr1age, pag? { 
; Sarah apparclled her ſeife modeſtly, ja 158. | | 
' P. 141, | Scbechem was conſtant in his love, 
Serahs faults,p,142.%c. 'Þ.1158, 7 
; Sarah was weake in faith.p.142. ' Schechems benefits, he was bis Fa- . , 
' Sarah being angry, falily accuſed her thers heire wl.o was 2 great ran, pag. ; ; 
; husband,p.14 7. als, : 
; Sarah was ſom: what too rough with ISchechems crofies, be proved an oc- | 
\ Hagar,p.143. calion of the overthrow of his Father, ; | 
| Sarahdifſembled at her husbandsre- bis whole tamily, and that City, pag. | 
| queſtzp. 144. a 159 | | / 
| Sarah lied, p.144. | Scripture we are to ſeeke to under- | EE F 
Sarehs beneiits,p.144 cc. [ſtand the meaning of it,p.a 178. | f 
Sarah was a holy woman,p. 144+ | Sem and Japhet their virtues, they | | | 
| caverec! j 
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| covered their Fathers nakedneſſe, pag. | Simeox and Levitheir Gn,p.a 144, | 
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go... | 
Sem and Taphet their benefits, truc 


[religion was contiuned in their poſte- 
; rity,p 91. ; 

To S:rve God no vaine thing, pag. 
ins. 


Servants. 


- —  —  —__ _—— 


A 2096 Servant ought to be refpect- 
ed p 194, 


which wearerto praiſe God,p.T21, 
Serrazts ought to reverence their 

2V=InoursP.1459, 3 
$:xvants that have done amiſlc 

| ought ro ſubmit themſelves ro rheir 

t SOVErNOUTS,P. 149. 

Servants o1ghet not £9 c2rry them- 

ſelves inſolently againit T20ir waiters, 

© png 

| Servant, 2 great bleſſing it 1s ro I:110 

| tobe placed in a good family, p.1 5 1. 

| Servants,its a great comfort to them 

| tobe in favour with tizeir governours, 

| Þ-I 57. | 

| Servants ought to call upon (0a to 


— ———— $D— - as 
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— 


- 


' P.1G5. Ph: 
{ Servants ought to uſ2 diſcretion 1a 
' their maſters affaires,p. 166. 

; Servants ought to be du1gent anc 
; painfull,y,a 64.5c.b 7. | 

|; Servants ought to 6+: patient unzer 


| unkind and injurious mattcrs,0,4 6 5. 


Servants who have beene farroiull | 
' and proſperous ought ts be rewarded, 


v. 
[1 


' p,167. 


their aalters,p,b 34,35. 

Je b,.047. 

Sever.ty of Godto the wicked, p47. 
:; GI,62, 
|; She-p-neards calling a neceſſary cat» 
; Iivg,p.:0. 
' Sheep-heard ought not to care out t 
 hysbandman p. 30. 


Good Servants are a bleſling for jp.6. 
| Sizzes greatnefie of them ſhould not 


1 


14 247, 


— — — _ 
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Seen and Levi ſhewed no repen- 
tance when their Father told thea of 
their fault,p,a 146, ; 

Simeon and Levs their puniſhment, 
they loſt part of the birth-right, pag. 


Firt $/27»e ot our firſt Parcnts;plg. 
Firlt Sizne divers tinnes followed it, 


keepe us from repenting and craving 
pardon,p.I 2. 

S1nnes, We are to take heed that they 
grow not generall,p 56. 

S:nxes of men,{pecialiy of ſuperiours 
to be concealed,p.g , 

The fa ne grofle $izme may be often 
rita into by a child of tod,p.r ys. 

S172 of immorance donvleyp 119, 

SIRRes Of I2NOTAICE may bs commit- 
ted by the godly, and never particularly | 
repented of,0,1i9, | 

6tnnes ofthe time, weare to grieve } 
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ror the:n,p 192,173. | 

" 27 4< x p A L ws 
Sinn, we onpne to diſſwace others | 
fromir,p 175. 
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$-rvants oupkr to be obeutent to. 
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great favour of (zud.p 294,205, | 


to be preſerved from it a | 
fp 2 
1312s of 1c to be 2VO1- 


Sltn?, eg 
ded p.21 :, 

Smll S:za05 are to be repented of, p. 
212.4 140,141, 

Strmes when they grow Common 
DTing Judgem -rt,p.218. 

Vo LEG STARc5 ICQUITE BICATINCIEY Þ. 
12t, 

Sinnes not tobe forrowtfull for them : 

1s - great azgravation of tem, p4g. 4 
2.0. k 


Secret Sixnes arcto be repented of, 
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Sich-ſſe fert by Gol many t1nes to pa3l5o, ; 


; prevent (in,p.206,207. 


| Simeon ang L:vi, 


Simeon What it Fenifies,p.a 125. 
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A TF2, 


Secret Sinmes, to have them diſcloſed 


 agreat puniſhinent, ibid. 


If God bury onr $:nze7 indarkreſfic: 
we arc to bnry them 1n repentance, P., 


One' 


35" $34 
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| One Sinbegetsanother,p.a 102,1 34 
| * Enormous Sinves of others ſhould 
| make us think of our owne vile nature, 
| 7-21 34. 
' Grofle Sins, how it comes to pafle 
{ men run into them,p.a 149. 

| Groſſe Sins,God ro be praiſedrhat we 
{ run not into chem,p.a 147. : 
Groſſe Sens, who have committed 


them ought to be greatly humbicd and 


| penitent.p.a 141. | 
Sins repented muſt be forgotten, p.b 
123. 
Smith aneccſlary calling,p.46. 


| Sodomites, 


{ Sodomites hadno vertucs,p.211, | 
| Sodomites, their faulis,p.212- 
! Sodrnitesreb.led,p.21 3, 
i So-domites mended not by their cha- 
lttements,p.214, 
| Sodomites WeIE unnaturally filt hy 3 
|Þ.2TG, | p 
S$olomites,the aggravation of their ſin 
{ by ſa=dry circumltances,p.317.0c. 
Sodomaites their pride,p 22S; 
Sodomites their fullneſſe of bread, p. 
Is 
Sodomites, their abundance of idle- 
neſle,#.232. 
({ Sodomites ſtrengthened not the 
hands of the poore,p.2J5- 
Sodomites puniſhments,p.241. 
! FSovle, hard to underſtend rhe nature 
fof It,Þ. 3 


s pf 
| 
E may a very bad woman, p.a 
IG 20 ; 
Threatuiugs. 1 


| 


them is a figne we have no faith, p.71. 


them,p. 67,68. | 
Paying of Tithe no leviticall Cere- 


imory, p 98,99,4 52,53. 
Truthto betolc,p.143. 


nh i, OR 


Threatnings of God ought to be bes | 
leevedas well as hi> promiſcs,p.71, | 
Threatzings of God not to tearc | 

| 


T hreatnings of Gocs Miniſters not | 
teleeved by people,p. 221,222, | 
By 7 brift we are to build up our Fa- | 
| miltes,p 24, 
Evill Times wee are tobe good in | 


| 


Violence agreat fin,p.5 7. 
Violent men two forts of them, p.5 8. 


Firgins,See Mai'es. 


Firgins ought to 'keepe themſelves 
chalte,p.a 1. 
F:rgizsTthat have beene defiled ought 


| 
| Spiritual Rifings, 
See Bleſjinos, 


Sports, 


tobe humbled and penitent,p.a 2 
Young /3rg5ns ought to be painefull 
and courteous,p.a 3. | 

Vrrgins ought to be ruled by their 
Parents 10 marriage, p.a 3. 

Civill Virtues we are not to applaud 


' Sporrsa ſin to ſpend our whole time | 
/ Inthem,p.20,21. | 
| Sports, Weare not over-cagerly to 
. follow them,p.21,22. | 
; - Sports,when theſcaſon of them is, p. 
+ | 
It is a fin to Scandalize another,p26 I. 
| Strangers areto be entertained P.T13 | 
| Strangers, courtelic onght to bee; 
ſhewed to them,p.b 35. 
Swperiours, We aughtnot to lookup- 

onthetr fins with delight,p.83,84:; 
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| Yow, the uſe of it,p.a 51. 
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onr {clves inthem,p.a 116, 


| | 
Uncleaneneſſe,Sec Fornication, 


Uncleanexeſſe, who would avoide 
muſt oppoſe the firſt deſires of it, p.a 


I57. 
Vow. 


Pow,what it18,p.4 51. i 


V. | 
 Faine-Gloy, See Glory, | 
Vlence, | 


V Tolence what it is p.5 7% 24] 
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Vow may be forgotten by good men, Fomen ought modeſtly ro; attire 


PAT: | themſclves,p.144, _ _... 

| Women: ought to be: 

= W, | - Wome ought to beware. of. inceſt, 
PA I06, bi | : 


\ 7 Ages. ought to be paide fer-' They who have,failen this way ought 
| - vants for their work, p.a 112, torepent of it,[634, .. | 

In Farrethe leflc part many times ; #004, planting of it a commendat!- 

overcomes the:great: r,p.z 208, | thing.p.109. 
| 


Farre, to wage it to make ones world. 
ſelte great 18 aſinne,p.23- ' 

Wedaing teaſts commendable, p. a | 04Worla, their ſins,p.5 3. 4 
It5. |  } O!1Worldzwhy in ſopgreat then.p.5 4 


Old Worid Gods mercy :othem,y,5 4 
| Wicked men, the yeercs of none of } Od Wor ld,cheir puniſh.nenr.p.s 5. 
their lives noted in Scripture but 1/- i World!yminaeareſſe to be avoided, p, 
waels, p.162, 58,5 9,85. : 
Wicked men,we ought to praiſe God  Mor/d,we are to carry our {rlves 1n it 
for our preſervation from their rage | as Pilgrims and ſtrangers, p.a 45,46. 


Whiſpering a great (in,p.85. 
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FWroxg-doers arc with mild language 
maever. | toberevrooved,p.a 63. | 
Fines ought to obey their husbands, Wrongs ought rather patiently to be 


| 


and malice,p,38. | Works,moſt men thinke co be 1aved | 
Wylfsll fmrsrcquire great remorte, by them,p.15 5. 
p27: dee 
{ Tobe endewed with morail {c-| Wrong, 
| dome well to contrive matters 1s a fa- | 
vour of God,p:a 28. We arenot to Prong another,p.a 39, 


p-138,139. ' endured then too great {tir made about 
Wives ought toreverence their h!:! - theinzp.a 63. 


ves ought not to call their huſ- [an excellent grace,p-a 67. 
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WWives,why:they == to vbey and jcarry himſelfe,s.b 8. 
q 


Tives oughtnot to be led by their | whom we have received kindnefle, p.b 


} 


to joyne with their lusbands in prayer, | carriage,p.a 67. | 
235. _— 1 Ee | 
E Wives ought to carry themſelves 
mildly towards their husbands, p.a 6,7 V7 O»ng men ſhould labour to be good 
Fives ought to. cheriſh their hut-| BZ betimes,and why p.b 1,2. | 
bands 1n their dict, p.7.8. | Meanes how Young men may be | 
A good Wife a great bleſſing, p.1 19, | made good berimes, p.b 3. : | 
|1:20- | | Towng men that have begun betimes | 
| Wife, its a fault in ber to be unduly | to be good ſhould hold out to the end, | 
angry with her husband,p.a 93. p.d 3. 
| * Touthzwho have beenedebauſhed in 
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Fomento ha: io foules a fond con- | ly,p.a I 35. R 
| ceit, p.4. . RR Z. 

Women, Why tbe length of none of | 

| their lives is mentioned in' Scripture F, Ebulsz what it ſignifies, p. a 126- 


| but Sarabs,p,7. - | 
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bands,p,1 39. ; - Frongs, coforgive and forget them 


reverence their hagbands,p.140. | Weoughtnor toFrong thoſe from | 


husbands rodoe evill, 144. Ss: - | 
Wivereught to pray themſelves and | Frath beſt pacified by a ſubmiſſive 


bands by undecertziolgs, p-139. | How agood man Wrongea thould 
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Wo *:e2, _ | it ſhould repent and tecome more ho- 
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